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In resp on se to your question on when did 'Asbat ai-A n sar form? 

'Asbat a l-Ansar (1be League of the Followers or P artisan's League) first emerged in 
1993. Lebanese ot1icia ls report that the group follows an extremist interpretation of 
l slam that j ustifies v iolence ag~inst civilian targets to achieve political ends, according to 
Embassy reporting. 
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_____ .,......Fe)udge that PFLP would not consider it to be in 
their political interests at present to conduct terrorist attacks 
in the West or against Western interests anywhere. 

'}!: Asbat al Ansar 
12. AaA is predominantly a Palestinian group, with Palestinian 
leadership. and some Lebanese and other Arab members (totalling an 
estimated 600 - 700 in Lebanon). Its attacks have targeted 
Lebanese Christians , the government and the armx. AaA a lso has an 
international agend~ 
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14. We judge that AaA represents a threat to Wes tern interests in 
the region. There are some indications of an intent also to 
conduct attacks outside the region. But AaA's ability to do so 
remains uncertain. 

Prospects 
15. The threat from AaA will be influenced by A I Qaida's plans 
for the group and the region. AaA would be prepared to support AI 
Qaida attacks both in and possibly outside the region . 


