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by Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Lennon
Air Force Director of Weather

n past issucs ['ve
ralked abour a

camless environ-
ment in the banlespace
from the mud ro the sun,
tilored information tor
the warfighter, and the im-
pact of modzling and
<imulation on Air Toree
decisions.

I've also emphasized
that our unigue mulicary
application of meteoral-
ogy is what scts us apart from the Na-
tional Weather Service and our dvilian
counterparts.

While we are taking advantage of a lot
of research owside the DO, iy doesn
necessarily solve all our wechnical problems
on the hauldldd, The complete solution
requires new echnology coupled with a
change in the way we operate in the base
weather station 1o keep our focus on mili-
tary unique applicatons,

At the forefrant of (his effort, there
has been a shift from wehnology for
technology's sake rowards investing more
in our peaple wha must exploit that tech-
nolegy

Our officer corps, parteularly in the
base weather starion. will refocus o sci-
enuficleadership. [t's imperative that the
officers’ role in the weather station be
focused on the technical end of our busi-
ness and that we fully exploir their edu-
cation and training.

The officers must use their cducation
o teach and nurture our outstanding
corps af enlisred rech niuians.TUg-_'rhcn we
need to be in the farefrontof curbing the
“Blackbox mentality — if the computer
savs so it must be right.” This dangerous
mentality destroys our metcorological rea-
soning powers as we take compucer out-
puts at face value.

To help us achicve our goal, we are
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Perspectives From The Top

Horizons Update

Embrace, Pursue Technical Competency

strengthening formal oflicer meteorolowist
upgradc requirgments. We've also asked the
major cammands to evaluate which Com-
mand Meteorologist positions should be
{illed with personnel pos-
sessing Advanced Academic
Degrees {AADY) in metzo-
rology based on unique
MUSSIONy, WelPON $YSIems,
or weather regimes, Specifi-
c:ﬂl},' mrgcting these opra-
tonal positons as AAL
requirements is new tw
weather operations, and
recognizes the Imporeance
of technical knowledge
We also evaluated the
role of enlisted technical leadership and one
of our ingjor inigatives was a mid-course
correction on the single school house. W
felt we needed to return to the building
blocks approach o the enlisted strucrure
— make sure we gev the basics right with
our 3-level appren-
tices  before we
submerge them in
the rtechniaan
QouTSE.

technical

“It's imperative that the
officers’ role in the weather
station be focused on the

cenrers of rechnical expertise, You sheuld

wse themn and their macorological en-
hancement reams to help vou understand
the toals available, and solve any rech-
nology or weehnique problems you may
be expericncing.

In the arca of academic training, this
is the first semester of new Air Force
Institute of Technology graduate sto-
dents in meteoralogy at Wright-Pater-
son AFB, Ohie. This course of study
is designed specifically ro apply gradu-
ate student resources towards opera-
tional Air Force problems. particularly
in the base weather station,

At the U.S. Air Force Academy in
Colarado, there is currently a meteorol-
ooy 1rack and a proposal is being
evaluated which would provide maore me-
teorology exposure to the cader corps in
order to expand weather awareness in the
Air Force's future
leadership,

Each one of us
needs ro embrace
and pursue the no-

Operations in
the weather sra-
won require the
right people using
the righe rools.

AFGWCO

The

end of our
business and that we fully
exploit their education and
training.”
Brig. Gen. Thomas 1. Lennon
Air Force Director of Weather

non of rechnical
comperency. |
wauld challenge
Lveryone to k]‘-tnd
the time and effort
to understand the

modernization
intiatives will betwer focus our efforrs on
visualizing theaver weather and warrior
producrs.

Neither the mercorologist in the field

nor the warfighter has the time or re-

sources 1o assimilate the thousands of

produces available on a daily basis. We
are evaluating smarter ways to engineer
these products and present the informa-
von. Again, this is not a substrure for
understanding the technical aspects of our
products, bur @ ol ro help ug smardy
apply the informarion 1o the warfighter
requirements, [n addition, AWS has as-
signied people to provide vou regional

technology avail-
able 1o vou acall levels within the Alr Force,
Alsa. rake advantage of membership in toch-
nical organizations, not for the sake of mem-
hcrship, hur o maineain your own personal
awareness of scientific and technical devel-
oprents. [fvouTe already a memler, share
the information.

It's a wchnical business and irs dy-
namic — technical competency will inove
us toward being the best in the world.

Have a question tor General
Lennon? Write to: HQ USAF/
XOW, 1490 Air Force Pentagon,
Washington, D.C. 20




by Col. Joseph D. Dushan
Commander, Air Weather Service

t must be the sea-

son. I'm wrining

this arrnicle on
Vereran's Day, asy we re-
membher the generations of
heroes who swore the same
aarh we did and served our
grear nation so honorably
throughout hisrory.

b

Christmas i1s around
the corner and this OBSERVER odi-
ton will round our another year and
bring us vo new challenges inanew
vear. These thoughes lead we who we
are today and where we're going in
19906,

First, leds 1alk about heroes.
You've read other articles with a
theme abour modern heroes in ev-
ervday sitnations. My dicrionary de-
fines a hero as "one distinguished by
abiliy and considered @ model or
ideal.,” 1F uncommeon dedicadon.
loyalry, and professionalism are hall-
marks, look 1o your right. look 10
vour left, and look in the mirror o
see the rrue heroes,

Flore are just o few examples o
make the point. We all know obser-
vations are key ro the AFW business,
bur consider our computer opera-
tors and weather editors at Air Force
Glohal Wearher Ceniral, Air TForce
Combar Climarelogy Center. and
Der. 7. AFGWC. They work around
the clock 10 collect, process, and
deliver the data we depend on to do
the forecast mission. Their dedica-
tion and attenrion Lo derail in tough
jobs where there is no margin for
crrorare critical te success for AW,

Consider our Department of the
Alr Torce cvilians, They perform

4

Dramatic Change

Command Line

Air Force Weather People Make It Happen

daily miracles wich adminisoracive,
program management, nlanpower,
training, facilivy and financial ian-
agement, and technical rasks which
enable AFW (o make significant
contriburions (o
Amcrica. For example, a
team ar AFCCC recentdy
worked through the
weekend to deliver high-
priovity, rime-sensitive,
high-value products 1o
the Air Swadf for use by
the Chiel of Staff.
Another ream ar HQ
AWSLIn partnernship with
ESC/AVW and QL-B, 55, workad
ro hammer eut programs and resource
plans for the 1998-2003 Program Ob-
jective Memo-
randum

(PONM).
[{ow abour
the RAF

Mildenhall
weather anit?
Thev foughe
liard to gt a

Stanbval visit

“1f uncommon dedication,
loyalty, and professionalism
are hallmarks (of being a
hero), look to your right, look
to your left, and look in the

mirror to see true heroes.”
Col. Joseph D. Dushan
Air Weather Service Commander

couragement needed (or us 10 serve
so proudly. Too often we forget 10
rell them.

But heroie deeds are wasted wich-
out a clear direction to follow.

We've spent a lot of time at AWS
developing a vision for the nexe 25
years, but where are we headed in
19967 These words {rom an airline
brochure make an important point:

“Vheve is s change wanless you
change dramatically, This is direct cvi-
.!'{’m':' o J'J'Ih' customer Bt were not the
ofd TW, but soimcthing new and dif-

ferear”

AFW is alvo facing dramaric
change in the coming yveur and for
the same reasons.

You've already heard about
changes to the

techoical

training pro-
cess, decisions
regarding sat-
cllite commu-
nications
connectivity,
the Back o
Basics initia-

o bascline
their support capabilitics and sev
solid course (or improvement. Ser-
vice above self? [ eertainly see it chat
Wity

FHow abeut the folks a Det 8,
617th
Sandhofen. Germany? They com-

Wearher Squadron,
pleted a major weather station seli-
help project to make their facilities
a Shll\\-'t.';l.\c. I,Ung hours, short man-
ning, high operations rempo. and
the rigors of Army support did not
deter their focus on improvement.
Hevoes? They are in my book.

cts also leok at home ro

tind true AT herocs.

Spouses. children. fathers,
mothers and orther relatives offer the
strength, understanding. and en-

tives, and le-
veraging on
national capabilities ro integrate
loww-cost, high pavoll invesoments
into the AFN scructure,
ere’s another example.
AFGWC is relocusing
and reorganizing 1o
build 2 mere potentregional service
posture. Their goal is ro deliver
higher resoludion products in a more
Hexible, responsive, and casily-acees-
sible manner. and 1o become the
warfighters and AFW supplicr of
choice.
They will succeed by building a

See COMMAND LINE,

continued on Page 23
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Enlisted View

Airman To Officer

Take advantage of the Air Force’s
many commissioning opportunities

by CMSgt. Jim Hoy
Air Force Weather
Senior Enlisted Advisor

any ol my

articloes

have dealt
with career progression.
Here's another one wich
a slighely differenc ewist
— airman commission-
ing programs,

As 1 started collecting
information for chis ar-
ticle, I was amazed at the
number of commissioning pro-
grams for airmen. These are a
couple that caught my eye,

Air Force Chiel of Staff Gen,
Ronald 1. Fogleman initiated a
program in January to encouragce
alimen to pursde a commission,
'he Leaders Encouraging Airman
(LEAD) Progruam allows command-
ers of major commands and [leld
operating agencies the opportunity
to select outstanding airmen to at-
tend the Air Force Academy
(USATA) and Air Force Reserve Of-
ficer Training Corps (ROUC) pro-
grams,

Wirh the Academy’s program,
commanders may seleet a coral of
50 airmen per year 1o atrend the Aly
Force Academy Prepararory School,
For the class entering USATFA in
1994, anly 115 airmen applicd for
the Academy or Prep School under
the program. This vear, there were
more than 400 applications,

The dramatic jump in applica-
tions is a result of the LEADY pro-
gram. It involves the chain of
command in identifving candidates
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and advocating their candidates
through rhe selection process,

The Scholarships for Outstanding
Airmen to ROTC (SOAR)
program provides one-,
two-, three-, or four-year
ROTC scholarships.

I vou arc interested in
COMMISSIONING pPrograms,
read Air Vorce Instruction
36-2013, Ofiicer Training
Schoo) (OTS) and Airman
Commissioning Programs.
While the LEAD program
isntincluded ver, thereare
several other options described in the
IStruction.

The Airman Education and Com-
missiening Program (AECP) provides
opportunities to cxpand your meteo-
rological cducation as well as several
other disciplines.

[n 1994, the ACCPE board reviewed
83 applications ard sclecred 3% air-

men. In 1995, 35 more alrmen were

selected. Of the 35 in 1995, ninc of

the sefectees are now atrending col-
lege ar the Alr Foreds expense carn-
ing degrees in meteorclogy.

Atrmen who meet the basic erite-
ria in Paragraph 2.3 of ¢he Al and
need additional college credic
o apply for the AECP
may apply for
non-ter-

minal Bootstrap TDY,

The Qfficer Training School
(OTS) Commissioning Program s
also an option, Alrmen who hawe
completed the observer and forecasier
courses carn 7 3 hours of meteorology
credics. With a lew addirional courses
in math or advanced mathemarcics
subjucts. vou may gqualify far
weather officer Air Foree Specialiy
Code.

There are two messages here.
The first message: contact your basce
cducation office and find our if you
are eligible. The second: read the
regulivions. 1 have included refer-
ences where 1 eould su that vou can
read up on rhe subjeces,

The Air Foree leadership iy seri-
ous about providing commission-

ing for airmen. 1

programs
encourage you to rake advantage of

the epportunities,

Contact Chief Hoy at DSN
224-7410 or by electronic mail
at“jhoy@pafosu3.hg.af.mil”




(Feitor’s Note: This is another in a
continning series of “weather war
sfories” sent bt by ourweather warriors
of the past. Hape you enjoy itl)

by (retired) Lt, Col. Carl Luder
Commander, 9733rd Air Reserve Sq.
Ft. Omaha, Neb,

en | #T.Idu;i[cd the New

York University mercorol-

ngy wourse in February

1943, T was asked what ¢climate and area
| wanted to serve in.

One of my requests were gr.mrt'd
- 1o work in a cold climate. How-
ever, my choice ol arcas -- Fngland
or China -- were not. But in the old
Army Corps, 50 percent is berrer
than zero!

My area rurned out w be on the
“Russian Forey™ roure in Fore St
John, in northern Briush Colum-
Ivia, Canada. where there were a
string of weather stutions alang rhe
route at different alr steips.

Afrer graduation, 1 was sent o
Grear Falls, Meoent., for familiariza-
rion with the Wesrern Unired Srares
and Canada. Most of the Alaskan
Division (ALDIV), Air Transport
Command weather stations in the

1oth Weather Squadron
{(with its headquarrers in
Alberra,
Canadi) were on airficlds

l".(llﬂUﬂ[Oll,

with a single landing serip
along the Alaska-Canadian
(ALCAN) Highway, for use
of the Ferry pilows and sup-
ply cargo plances.

I found inysclf on an air
feld with abour 40 people, |
mostly weather types, in a |
truly desolate part of the
world, The closest civiliza-
tion was a small village -- a
Hudson Bay rrading post -
abont 30

roughly five miles from us.

with people

The VLS. lend-lease pro-
gram was sending hundreds
ot -39, P-63, A-20, C-47
and C-54 aircraft to Rus-
sta. Russian combar pilots
were given their form of
R&R as ferry pilows for
The

planes were picked up in

these new planes,

Grear Falls and Edmonron,
after cold-weather modifi-

Ice In The Russian Pipeline

Experiences in the frozen Canadian tundra

The Alaskan-Siherian rowte ways established 1o

meet the desparate need of lanes and sipplivs
on the Russian front and the U8, defense positions
in ihe Alwetians.

cation, and then moved
along our chain of airsirips 1o
Siberia and peints west into Russia
via Fairbanks and Nome.

Our wearher reports were gener-

ated from our sector stations and

The moose are loose! The mascots of Fr. 81, Tohn,

from ships v seain

the northern
Pacific. The re-
ports wore very
meager. 1o say the

_ { least
e At the tnme, the
J:lpanc&c wele 1n
i the Alcurtian
[slands chain,

They were sending
incendiary devices
bal-

loons which would

artached to

land all along the western United
States and Canada. These devices
started many fires, but were usu-
ally extinguished quickly.
Personnel fiying
ALCAN
parachutes because they stoad a

along the
routye were not issued
better chance of survival going
down with the plane and using
whart remained for shelrer and
markings. All commerciat aircraft
flying through the arca had their
tail sections and abour cight fect of
each wingtip painted red, so they
would be

more casily

See WAR STORY,

continued on Page 23
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Did You Know ...

More on the history of Air Force Weather

by Lil Wilbur
Air Weather Service Historian

Did you know ...
The Air Weather Scrvice history
1937 when AWS was

iransferred from the Army's Signal

began July 1,

Caorps to the Air Corps?
It's qrue!! (It was in the last O8-
SERVER)

ing most of our products anyway

The Air Corps were us-

so the transfer made sense. Since
Weather has

proven its services invaluable time

then,  Air Foree

afrer time,

Did you know ...
When the
cransferred wo the Air Corps so did

weather function
40 weather stations, 22 weather
officers and 180 enlisted people.
Did you know ...

In Seprember 1937, a special
sin-month course was developed
at Parrerson Field, Ohio, for the
training of enlisted forecasters.
Initially, obscrvers were rrained

on-the-job uneil 1939, when Sconr

Fiefds Air Corps ‘Technical Training
School added a
course ro 1ts curriculum,

Didyou know ...

Scort Field was a basic training

basic wearher

base at that time so 1t was an ideal
location for the weather training
course,

Did you know ...

By the end of WX 11, through
the tireless efforts of our predeces-
sors, AAD Weather Service had be-
came a rruly worldwide organization.

Consider these sratistics:

Year # Weather Neatinis
1937 40)

1941 69

1942 (Jan.) 141
1942 {July) 274
1943 6GY
1944 n78

Did you know ...

The onset of Wortd War 1T mag-
nified the tmportance of weather
data from arcas outside the Unired
States, One of the greatest achicve-

ments of the Army Air Corps Weather
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Pholo courtesy AWS Historian

Graduates of the first observer course al Scorr Field, L In the center of the
front row is st Lr. Robert L. Eaton. a weather officer at Scott, wheo way
responsible for the creation of the course in 1939,
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Service was “the manner in which the
AAF Wearher Serviee . extended jis vi-
tal acriviries overseas.”

lo accomplivh this mission, AADL
weathermen were shipped off to places
like norchern Quebec, Baffin {in the vi-
cimty of the Northwest Terrirorios), and
the Padloping Islands. They always per-
severed sometimes finding offbeat
mades of transponation such as freight-
ers, fishing vessels, landing barges and
even dog sleds {mush)!

Did you know ...

Tust nine days prior to the avack on
Pearl Harhor, Gen, Henry I "Hap™ Ar-
nold, Chicf of the Army Air Carps, ad-
vised Brig. Gen. Tooey Spaatz, Chiefof
the Alr Staff. thar “undoubredly, the
need for weather reconnaissance units
will arise whenever the Army A Foree
15 called upon to operate outside the
continental limits of che ULS.

“The collection of weather reperts in
torcign departments and allied theacers
will be so reduced 10 the case of war that
another source than s now available will
be nccessary to obtain additienal
weather information.”

As we all know his words proved
extremely prophetic. Thus, 1n Au-
1942 the AAF’s Weather

Reconnaissance Squadron (lest)

gust

No. 1 was activated.

“DidYou Know" is brought to you
by your friendly AirWeather Ser-
vice History Office. If you have
any stories, artifacts, old em-
blems, photos, etc., contact Lil
Wilbur by electronic mail
“wilburl@hqgaws.safb.af.mil" or
call (618) 256-5654, ext. 258 or
|DSN 576-5654, ext. x258.




Weather Officer
Career Pyramid
ASHATEDA, 'éo\" -Fp G GC
vy el Ry
, ‘-'—|_H"
s 4 i mm\\lim
AR AT £
5 I 3 - .
& s | Geam LT _a_q-n_\\ug &
ArIGOM | Malprvinlogmt
FrE /‘ Sur ] _:':"
am _/' 'cmmmwn '.lfw-.-ul \'\_"""
Foad et — it
Vo U R MU R |
[P ——— Abcheesai -.

15xx CAREER PYRAMID

by Maj. John D. Murphy
Air Weather Service
Chief of Personnel

rotessional Mili-

tary Education

{PML) is probably
the single most imporiant
reguirement to enhance
your Air Foree career, It pre-
parcs vou both personally
and professionally for the -
next steps of leadership and for ongoing
Promotion opportunities,

the normal sequence in your carcer

is Squadron Officer Schaal (SO8)/Pr-
mary Servige School. Air Command and
Staff College (ACSCY Intermediare Ser-
vice Schoal (1887, and Air War College
(AW Senior Service Schoael (588).

Even chough the Air Foree Personnel

Plan states

Career Progression — Officer

Professional Military Education

Another essential ingredient for advancement

and knowledge 10 make sound decisions
in progressively more demanding leader-
ship positions within the national secu-
My CRvICoImenl;

B Develops strategic thinkers
and wartighters.

PME consists of throe levels of in-
struction:

L PRIMARY -- SO5 cnliances vow
abilitics as an Air Force officer. Spedifi-
cally, it prepares you for those command
and staff tasks required by
the Air Force while provid-
ing a foundadion for fur-
rther professional
development. Once SON 15
complete, your abilities o
speake and write; lead and
tallow; manage people,
money and materizl and
finadly 10 assess the capabilioy of ULS, mili-
vary forces to perform their assigned mis-
sions should all improve. But SOS 15 Just
the beginning of your professional mili-
tary educacion. Make professional edu-
CATION 2 CONtNUIng process in your career
and vour life.

2. INTERMEDIATE — ACSC

broadens

g o a field
deally, feo oo Grade on Entry When Eligible | erade of-
all officers - N
o 805 Captain 4 -7 years ficers un-
T d ACSC  Major or selectee Selection + 3 years dersanding
e b AWC Lt Col.(Sel)-Colonet  Lessthan23years |of com-
PME n- .
at graduation wmand and
£ S . stalt’ re-
d cenca,

Bmited resources restrict in-residence at-
tendance o those that are “hest uali-
fled.”

PME is the portion of military edu-
cation chat:

| Provides the

military PCHOIH]L" skalled in che em-

nation with
ployment of air and space power in
the conduct of war and 1n missions
short of war (c.g. pc:lu.'l-.-.'-_'ping. hu-
manitarian assistanee);

| Provides officers with rhe skills

sponsibilities while preparing them for
“middle managenwent”-type positions.
e you complete ACSCL you'll
errer understand stracegic thought/
upcmtimm] arty effective swaff com-
munications; Quality Air Force: chal-
lenges of command: command resources
and quality force actions; historical per-
spectives of war; advent of modern and
total war on a global scale; warfure atter
Wortd War [[; basic Aetospace docering
Agroskice contral: force application: force

enhancement; and military operations

short of war.

Also covered are: contingency op-
crations doctrine: nuclear warkare
thistory & transition): arms conrrol:
space policy, erganizations, systems
and eperatiom: DOD financial man-
agement and acquisition: combat
fogistics: threar analysing warfare at
the (}|);.'r._l.|.|||J"|;I| level; airpower’s con-
tributions to the campaign plan; join
force operations; combined lorees
operations; JODEX: JOLEX: national
secueity policy; global structures;
new internarional political economy;
conflice in the post-conrainmenc era;
and U.S. interests and global chal-
lenges,

As vou can tell, ACSC "pecls the
onion” back several layvers more than
SOS o provide vou wirh a more in-
depth knowledge of the material.

3. SENIOR -- AWC prepares senior-
level officers for 51%;51- leved ]srﬂi.__v, com-
mand and staff responsibilivies. AWC is
designed tohelp efficers to function more
chfectively i an increasingly complex and
rapidly changing world environment,

AW tocus 1s on milizary leadership
and strategy; narional security decision
raking, total quality management, and
crises” handling: and general purpose
forces, joint arena, and campaign plan-
ning.

Nonresident programs aare avail-
able o all eligible officers and
should be -:s:mplx_-[a;li 15 SOON a5 pos-
sible. Completing nonresident 'ME
programs will nor  affect vour cligi-
bility for resident PME negatively,
Compleie your PME in cither a semi-
nar or correspondence course when
you become cligible,

Get it done early!

Is there a topic you want covered
here? Contact Maj. John Murphy
at DSN 576-4895, ext. 344 or by
electronic mail:
“murphyj@hagaws.safb.af.mil”
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Back To Basics

Direction For Stability - How We Get There
Roles And Responsibilities Of Officers In The Weather Station

by CMSgt. Robert F Brooks
Manager, Weather Operations
Air Force Directorate of Weather

n a recent edition of the OB-

SERVER, you wure given infor-

martion on where Air Force
Weather (AFW) is headed in rerms of
weather station operation,

That arvicle stated the emphasis
Is being rerurned 1o weather offic-
ers for providing scientific leader-
ship. while the enlisied force will
continue to provide the rechnical
leadership.

In additien to redefining rhe
roles and responsibilities of offic-
ers and enlisted in weather station
aperations, we've also looked
training and career progression.

More imporiantly, we've com-
bined what initially began as separate
eitorts to define officer and enlisted
riales, traning, and career Progression
inte a single
program de-
signed to en-
hance weather
station opera-
tions. QOver

the next few

months., the
various pieces

of this vision |

¢fMicient manner. Although the arigi-
nal plan has changed as the endre vi-
ston fell into place, the tundimental
principles remained the same,

The idea is wo tap o the ofticers

college cducation and exploir his/her

seientific knowledge for the bencfic of

the weather unit,
The weather of-

Neer will direct

“We must chart a course

ralogist is next. afier they learn the ba-
sics of weathier station operations.
Afrer some addivional training,
firsr Heutenants and junior caprains
will become Instructor Meteorolegists
at which time they can lead the unics

technology and forceasting

3 & pl’()—

grams,
Scnior cap-

tains, or the

and  rransform
that knowledge

mee guidince and

for both officer and enlisted
training and career progres-
sion.”

Command Me-
teorologises, will

*(Back To Basics) means of- |
ficers will spend more time dur-
ing their careers actually
working weather operations.”

Manoger, Weother Operotions
Air Force Direcforate of Weather

rechniques the

integrate

Chief Brooks

knowledge of

unit can use Lo
fulfill ies mission.

The officers in weather stations can
expect 1o exercise leadership in two ma-
jorways. The firstis o lead the wearher
warfighters in their unir by example as
they abways have in the past.

The other micchod of leadership s
chrough scientific expertise. which is a
change in fuocus on the traditional role
of officers In
the base
wearher station.

[t means of-
ficers will spend
maore time dur-
ing their carcers
Chief Robert Brooks | actually work-
ing wather op-

cratiens. Lhey

will be mapped
our.

In this article, we'll examine ol-
ficers” roles and responsibilities in
romarrow's weather station.

Sevueral months ago, Air Foree
Director of Weather Brig. Gen. Tho-
mas |. Lennon directed his swaff 1o
develop a plan o use the training
and leadership skills of officers assigned

10 the base weather stations in a more

December 1995

y will then as-
sume direct re-
sponsibility for analysis and forecast
programs, technical training, and
wearther and technology exploitation,
To reflect these new reles. and 1o
beter relate 1o the flying communiuy,
the duty ttles for officers will change,
The second lientenant graduating
from the Inital Skills Course will be
classificd a Metearalogist.
An upgrade w Qperational Meteo-

operations and
the lTocal mission with knowledge of
mereorology and forecasting to lead the
it fulfilling ity mission.

Animportant part of thisis dircer-
ing the unit’s rechnical training pro-
gram to cexpleit weacher and
technology as 2 force muldplier. In
other words, 1o exploir weather and
rechnology to enhance the effective-
nuss of combart forces,

Succussiully exploiuing weather
and technology to enhance combar
force effectivencss means woe must
also look at the enlisted roles in
weather operations. A course niust be
charred for both officer and enlisted
craining and career progression. Al-
chough the officer and enlisted cftorss
began separatcly, they have cvolved
rogether.

The rolus and responsibilities of
our culisted force will be the subiret

of the next BACK TO BASICS -

vicle.

Do you have questions about
the"BackTo Basics" initiatives
in Air Force Weather? Contact
Chief Brooks at DSN 696-4390,
or by electonic mail at:
“rbrooks @pafosuld.hg.af.mil”

D
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MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL

Master S Deanna ) While, 5710 Chomaat e Suppost Squad A, Nellis AFR. Ne
Sendor Master 51 Michae) B, Cavanangh, ARGRO DO rews AFE. Wi 118 OLCS
Master Sgi Chiackene L. Ligan. H aters A Frrce Gilohal Westher Commal, Cdfan AFR, N
Sendor Master gt Keres L. Joens, HOD APGWE Ot AFT Neb

Alaf, Steven Wilderotter, HO AFCR T, CiTul AFE. Neh

LL Col David P Urbanskl. K AFGWE, Qo AFE, Weh

Capt, Dopabd H. BercholT. K AR Diiun AFE, Neb

Capt. Thamas F. Kennedy, Jr. H3 AFGWLE, O4Tun AFR. Neb

Manter Szl Domald 1, naing. HOAFOWC, Oftun AFE. Xch

Tech, Sgl, Denamis B Davis, Contban Weadhigr Facility, Hu b Field, Fla

AIR RESERVE FORCES
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL

Moexl. 120G WE Buckley ANGE, Celn

| THI 1

Capt, Chuck Pappas, HC} AFEFSD. Pentsgon, Wy n
SulT Szl JeMrey 5 Wiige, Hop A+ TAC k AFE. Fla
Stall Szi. Brian W, dpderson. 1'ah A0S CROF Fro Camphell ATN, By
S1eelT St Brian F, Archer, 20208 W E Diis ANGE Mass JAR)

Tech. St Tocd DL Harl, HO AFGOW O DilTett AFR, Seb

SialT Sl Yathan T.. Adeock. 0 ARG 0 O0Tu ARB, beh,

Sdall dgt. William E. Thompson. (10 A FGWC Citfunn AFH. Neb,

Sealer Alrman Deonds M, Casfee], 0 AT0WE Dllun AFE, Neh

Trch. et Charles E. Carrier, HO AFGW, C4Fun AFH. Seb

Teeh. Sgt Edward D, Coleman. HG APGWC, Cifun AFR. Neb

Stal¥ Sz John F Langharne, Jr. HO ATOWE Ofun AFR. Mol

RLUY Sgi. Erk D, Rahes HG AFGWC, (HTull AFH. heb

Tach. Sgt. Duaalbd G, Carson, OWF, Herlbun Ficld, ¥la

Tecli. Sgt. David C. Dickimnion, Do) | 3550 TRESOWT, CWE

Tech, Szl Karew |

AIR FORCE
COMMENDATION MEDAL

DC ila s

Hodbun Freld, Fla (10 OLC)

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL
Tech, Sgu Kathleen Jodoin. [8th 35005, Radera AB Japan
Tech. Sgie Matthen B Mead. 511 WS, Qg Humphess,
Maj. Havid T, Knapp. Asmy Research Tab, S Sany Sliduile
Tech. Sgh Paul AL Strickler, R ARG, Olun AFE, Sch

Soully Kurea
Ranpe. N M

JOINT SERVICE
ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

Sl Ray O Tuless 28700 Orasmasvs, Chileson AFRL S €

Semlor Adrman Brian Thamas, 150 AfE. Japan

Toch. Sgt. Roberi E. Chapman. 102nd WF Dus ANGE, Maws AN
Airman 1ol Claxs Shane 5. Smdth. HO A FCGWE Catun AFTL Neh
Seminr Alrman Michael 3. Alhsnewr, HO AFOWC, Ojiun AFE, Nek
Tech. Szt David Rivers, Ir., HO AFGWC. Ollun AFR. Nek

AIR FORCE
ACHIEVEMENT MEDAIL
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Salutes

ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

Sentor Arman Mark Wilsop, | Tih A5G, C Fle, B Benmng, G,

Sendor Alrman Dean Harper, 8% WE Fanck aFE. Fla
AIR FORCE

1| [—"

Master Szt Peter L. Glinakl, P AFGW T 40Tell AFTL Neb
at. Tracy ). Boudevany, HIG AFGWO, Oilur AR, Neh
L Wvan AL Dann, HODAFGWC, Ot AFE. Neh
Tech. \gl Bonald W, Jexup, B0 AFGWC Diuin AP MNeh
Tech, Sgi. Myma A, Ramidrez, HOAFCWC, ity AFT. Neh
stalf Sgi. Keith A, Beosman, HQ AFSWC Ol AFRL. Weh
Stalf Sgr. Jemas D, Guoderson, HOAFEWC, Oilull AFE. Sch
REalf St Jobn W, Ingersadl, HO ARGWE . OQllun AFR. Neh
S1alT Szt Raoadall C. Miller. HLJ AFGWIE CAlunt AFT. Neh
Staff Sgr. Terry J. Tiater, HiJ AFGWE, ODull AFD. Nek
Seninr Adrman Robert J. Fell. HO AFOWC, Qilan AFE. ek
Senior Airman Michael . Hehidsr, HU3 ARG, OfTun ATH, Nek
Tech, Sgt. David C, IHekinson. T, 1. 30006 TRECWT, OWE Horlbsnt Freld, Fla |5t

(IR

ARMED FORCES
EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL

ool Sgi William DL Lansegmb, 170 AS08, C Pl P Besmonp, Ga 4990 00

.5 ARMY
VALOROUS UNIT AWARD

Tech, Sgu. boxhna B DeBard, 0T Hutlban Faeld, Fla

1

Danlel A. Vasenko, |%h ASOSSh CEOF. FL Camphell AN, Ky
Robert C. Schadt, 143 WE Terne Hawle, Ind (ARG

APPOINTMENTS TO REGULAR AIR FORCE
Capl. Charles Harrls, HQ AWSHEYX, beon AFR, 112
Capt. Kay Munoz. B AWESYA, Scoa AFR. 1)
Capl. Parficio Munor. HO NS "\.UH Seat AFE, LI
Capl. Ron Comnglio. AFIT, Wi n AFE. {hia
Cap. Allen Bayhada. AFIT. Wrighi- Fatienon AFB, Uhan

PROMOTIONS

Glenn A. King. [05ith WF Nasvlle, Term 0aNG)

Mark R Mireles, 1700 A505, € Fli . P Bemning. Cla
Thomas Hick, 21088 WE Ontano, Calil (AWG
Davad W. Slanteau, | 2000 W Hucbley ANGE Coalo JANG:

Braflord Callaway, 151h ASOS, Kadona A%,
Kathleen 8. Jodoin, {8th ASOS, Kedena AR lag
Samurl R, Mayfiebd. |9h ASOS5E CROF, Fr [ smpbell VIS Ky
Rederick P Cogared. Z100 WT, Oincgman, Calil 1 ANG)

Mark AL Thibauin, 1565 W eite. MO AN

Michach G Chileott, HO AFGW T, Thlluit AR, Seh
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Michael Cawady, |5th ASOS, Kadena A%, lopan
Peter 3. Bally. 11060 WF 51 Lesss, Mo JANT
Chad D. Claar, 21(#h WF, (x ¢ AN

Koatald I Fiedler, 20500 WF. capoliv, Minn, [AMNG)
Break A, Fodey, 15100 W W eld, Maxs (ANG
Vickorta L, Whie. HOL AFGWC, OlTu ATR, Neh

g

Frod Doyd, 45hWs . B AFB.Fla
Juian Ramirer. In. 210eh WE Omiaon, Calaf, (4505
Metanie D, Weger, 16t WE MoChend AFR, Wash (ARG

Barey W, Aroaks, 4| Ith OS505W, Edwand AFTL Calil

Thilip ). Cordbc. 155ch OEZ/OSW, Lravie-Monthas AFR. Ane
Jeribiiia Trujille. 3551k OR505W. Dy Monthan AFG, A
Robert A, Rock, hAISSA0SW, Edwanly AFT, Calf
Jamnes B. Green, 7040 WE McGingg AFH, N | (ANG)

HAILS AND FAREWELLS

Tech. 5gt. Frank W, Kelnecker - 1o Adulersen AFO, Goam. from 000, 18ih WS, 1 Kaon, £y

Setiior Alrmag Thames I, Frhart - 10 BAF M all, U K Trom OL-CL 18 WS P Kiea, K

Adrmsan 151 Class Christopher Ragan - o O AT Kosra, drom OL-CL L8h W5 T Knan, Ky

Senlor Airman Wesley DL Mathios - 40 | 7th ASDE. C Fli, B Bennmg. Sa

Sendor Alriman Theinas Clark — 10 Kunwan ABH, Korea 40 Tth ASCHS. T Fli . Fi. Benping. Ga

Capt. Donald Shanoon - 1w |8th ASOS, Kade

11 Lo, Landas Johnaa -

5aff Sgi. Kevin Wend] -

Slaff Sgh. Paul Torres

st L1, Richard Bers -

Airman 19 Clasy Hoderie Bien

Adrrnan Joshua Trogilb 103

Senior Afrman Losnke Clute <49

Senkor Abrman Ashielgh Bromn - 0 4

Viconan 151 Class Melisag Handley

1k Cod, Froderick . \Wirdng -

cahr

Mo Sgi. Fric 1. Bowalshd — b0 S8h 0505 W, Wik 4AFB. Mo tth DRSS, Ebwarh AFD. Calil

Sienibir Adrrnan Jumn B Durclags — 1041 Zih DSS0EW, et ATH, Ol | 1 Kmber AT, Mime

Abeman Robert &, Rock — 40 47000 GESOSW, Edwards AL Calil, T Keealer ATE. Mias
Beonlistnmeniy

Teeh. SgL Kevin N, Shindpllar, 3550 DF205W, Dy s-Monthan AFB, Ao

Agl Carl T, Christlansan. 35500 OS50 W, Dai-Me n AVE, Arig

Seriler Adrman Lonnle Clare, 353500 O85005 W, Davis-Momdhan 4F6, Ane

Masier Spi1. Scal GH. S58ch FT%. Bandolph AFS, Teaa

Master Sgi Michae! Boeltcher. Det 1, 3350 TRECST. CWTF. Nurbaa Field, Fla

Yepaendicas

Senior Alrmian Douglis C. Kinos, OO, 151h WS, [ Kooz, Ky

Capl. Deiie Wagner, 450 WS, F AFE. Fla

Setthor Alenuad Ecic Hoghees, 450 WY Pak AFRL Fa

Ma). David L Kniapp, An Forcp Westher Unisgn, Armry Rewegrch Lah, Wic S Misale Renge. ¥ V3

AWARDS

0> 151 ASDS .‘«:',.
-4 1Tth ASOS, C Flio. F
"i"I\R\IJ‘\-'u. pein-

From Travis AFR. Califl

AR, And . Arom Feetdor AFTL Mo
Fi, Az, from Keesler AFB, Miss
ERACEW, Dravis Monthan SFH. A

45 h“‘\ I-'A.l' o'k AFH, Fla | e d
wr HQ AWS, Sconl AFH. 1L, froan 41 21h D55 I.'H'\'. Ed

Gl (83 Adewenia of the (uarter (Ird gir 1995)
Airman L=l Class Wendy 5. Conklin, iah D555 XE Travin AFR. Calal
At %5 NOO sf the Quarter £ird g, J#05)
Salt Spt Jay S. Cortli. S80ch QSSWXE T AFE, Calir
T55ch 083 Senior NCO of the Guarter
Mastor Sgi- Michael £ Gilbert. 35510 QS5005W, Devi-Monthan AFH, Ang
37k O8S Uompany Grade Qfficer of the Faarivr
st L1. Joha R, Spruill, 57ch 55508, Nellin AFT, Nes
S70h (IS8 Sewiar NCO of the Guarter
Master Sgi- JefTrey B, Dunn. 571h Q85050 Melliz AFE. Nea
Pakivtani Parechkwiind Sadge
Capl. Danic) A, Vasenko, 195 ASCES S0 CSOF Fr S bl AT, Ky
Jerdamion Perackiesa Wing:
Tech. 81 John R, Walsh, | 51h SA500S0 CSOF, FrL Campdell A1%, Ky
Undted Arab Emirades Paeadholind ‘Wings
Sentor Airman Renneth E Harris, 1sth AROS S0 TS0 FL Camphel 815, %y
Indigaa Cosmmendation Meda!
Sl Sgh. Joneph W, Decker, 20710 WE, Lndiar
SGRIY Az, Slichelle D, Hoachio, 20700 WE, I
StafT St Rosx A, Davis, 205h WT, Induanspadis, |
AFGWE Paciserter Award
Adrman Reginald D Autry, MO AFGWE, CAlun AFB, MNeb
Master Sgi. Dean T Sallee, HO ARGWC, UlTuiz AFR, heb
Combat Weather Facility NCO af the Quearter
Tech. Sgt. Danicl F. MeCabe, OWE Hurlbun Feld. Fia
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EDUCATION

Afeman Leadirbip Soheal
Senlor Airman Dianne M. Fay, D50hASCSTOMW, Whoeter Ak Hawa |
Serilar Adrman Stephen Horsmen ASQSTDEW, Wheeler AAF :
Senbor Airman Tedd M. Lanidechs th ASDS. CFIt, FL Benning. Ga 0
Sembor Alrman Kevin MeCormick, 15 ASTE, Kadena A% Jepan
Serler Airman Andrew M Amsicam, 41200 CSSO5W, Eduards AFH, Calil
NOO Acadonn
Teech, Sgt. Jefoey Goold, 12th A5, Kadene AR, lapan (Disunpuished Gradusic |
Tech. Sg Juhn R, Walsh, 19 ASCESin CR0F Fr Carnphel ] \I'\- %y
Tech. b1, Danicl F MeCahe. UWE, Hurl tnad Figkl, Fla
Waather Safellite wod Phofe fajcrprelution Cawrse
Sentor Ajrman Jasom T, Slacariner, GL-CL 1305, T Knon, Ky
WER-R8) Grpevallvac Mandger Caurse
Semod Ademan Paud M, Walleer, UL, J51hWS, B, Krow, Ky
Tech. Sgi. Hardy A, Frey, &1 2h D508, Edwards AT ©
Armp Adrbarae uteee
Afrman Robwert B, Mims, Jr. 37100 A50%. C i By Be
Kanger hehoal
Sralt gl Guy Beiis, | Tth ASOS O ¥ L Ber ¢ Ga Jamarded TS Army Ranger aahi
Cammnemily Citiege of The Alr Force Deyrve I Weather Techuaiogy
Master Sgi. Micharel P Gllbert, 3351h Q55005 W, Davi-Momdhan AFE. Anr
Combai Survival Seko
Tech, Spt. Samue] B, MavTiehd. b AS0SESaly CS0OF, Fr Canpbell AN Ky
WARWLY Canrse gradeaie
Stafy Sg1. Brisn W, Amberson. | 5%ih ASDSSh C20OF, B Sampbeldl AN, K
ozl Special Operaiions Siaff Oflicer’s Canras
Capt. Daniet A Vasgrika, 19k ASOSS5h CS0OE W Camphel] AN, Ky

ibwd Ciradusic)

pulahed Gradaalke)

i, Ga

The following AF Weather officers recently obtained their
graduate degrees through the AFIT meteorology program.

Maj. Willlam H. Bawpan, PRI Nerth (Care
Maj. Randy ). Lelespe, PR, Tevas kN Un
Capt. Peter C. Clemend, Saster of 52
Capl. $ootl A, Hansman. Masier of 5o
Caps. Handull 5. Kallenhach cr of \q_.rr.-_ o
Capl. Gary B. Kolal, Mier if 5 3
Capi. Danvid T. Lawver. Masier af 50
Capt. Viocent 1. Ries,
Capl. Breal 4. Shaw &
Capt. Rodney L. Clemgnds, Maer of Souence . Flonda Siaie ©
Capt. Blohard AL Aastetl, Mastes of 5¢
Capr. Kimberly L. Krets, Master of Sumnit. Mesth ©
Capl. Bryan T\ Logle. Masier of Scence. Narth Ca
Capl. Themas . Moore, Master of Sgience, Morh O
Capl: Chartes A, Ray. Moascer of Scence. Mok Camling S1ate 1 niversiy
Capi. Lake I Whitney, Mauer of Scienie, 4 Saic 1

Capl. Boelney T, Grady, Masie Scaree. Po
{Capl Bruce A, Lambert, Masicr ol &
Capls Murk D, Conner.
Capl. Louts E. Cantredl. M
Capt, Willlam 3. Carle. Masier of &
Capt. Gregary M. Giopdomendes. Meser of Scwnce. Tesan ady! Unperany
Capt. David J. Koha, Masier of Scence
Capt. Juhn F Polander. Masicr of Solence
Capt. Anthony D Maninthl, Masier of Soer
Caph. Luis A, Ries. Masier of Scence, Teass Al
Capt. Hichard L. Ritz, M Srience, Tevas AEM L
Capl. Scctl W, Sanl. Maver Teikn A&M Umvenily

Capt. Michasd 5, Buyer, Masies of 5 Univeraaty Califomas Bavy
Capt. Ralart ©, Black, Maver of & af Maryla
Capl. Roleerd U, Swaasan, Maswer of e, Undversity of Lliah
Capl. Steven E, Cabanin. Marier of Scwence. Lliah Svaie U
Capt. Jeffrey M, Con, Masier of Soene h St Linsvernily
Capl. Paui C. GifTord, Masier of Scicnce, Liah Siate Universiy
Capt. Richard . MueHer. Matter of Soience, Uah Sate Lnbverats

Seane Uitiveriily

Unive

UerTEIty

\ |

SALUTES, SALUTES ... | NEED SALUTES!

Have vou or anyone in your unit been awarded

medal, been promoted, just arrived, received a de-
gree, graduared Jeadership school? Do vou see the
Well, Just send
vour salutes o the address on Page 2. fax 10 1o DSN

576-2417, or L-mail it 1o’

names here? then why not?? Ir's casy!

clliots@@hqaws.sath.afmil”



| ombat ) 4/eather
by Maj Ken Carey
607th Weather Squadron

Chicf, Current Operations

orca. Just the menrton of the

Far East nation evokes differ-

ing reactions throughour the

' Air Force. Whar you'll find out in this
arricle is that an assignment to the Land

of the Marning Calm is a different and

challenging experience,
The following is an interview

Col. Rich Bensinger, 6

Squadron commander.

What's nnique about the 607th
Weather Squadron?

['d have 1o say our complete war-
fighter focus. The Korean Conflict

never officially ended. There are still
more than a million hostile troops
tacing cach other across a heavily-

[ armed border with only a wenuous
armistice in place, Qur people are
acutely aware of rhis and woerk hard
to cnsure rthe US. and Korean mem-
bers of the Combined For Com-

F

mand are ready o tight and win hy
employing weather inrelligence as a
combat mulciplicr.
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Houw is morale among the weather
people?

I’s the highest I've seen in my 17 years
asa member of Air Force Weather, Many
visitors, including Air Foree Director of
Weather Brig. Gen. Thomas ], Lennon,
have commented on the great morale of
our people. The mission focus is key, and
my folks know they are needed and ap-
preciated by the combat customers.
Weve also invested a lot of time and
money in quality of life improvements.

\We purchased new barracks furniture
for several of our units last year, built
patios and volleyball pits at some bar-
racks, and are planning more for this year.
Some peaple are saill surprised that there
are accompanicd tours here, and you will
find several of the fast-food restaurancs
on some af the posts — just like back
home.

We are significantly improving
wearher equipment which also boosts
maorale. High-resolution METSAT,
WSR-88D), new Pentium-class comput-
ers, all make it better to he a wearher
operaror in Korea roday.

What are your biggest challenges?

Training comes immediately to mind.

The manpower factors here don’t pq:nnit

December 1995

much flexibilicy Fnr.hﬂaic:ﬁkﬂiﬁ mﬂ#’l

We need folks to hit the ground running
with combar survival skills, good abserv-
ing and forecasting abilicy, the ability o
operate WSR-88D and AWDS equip-
ment, and know how to issue an elecrro-
optical tactical decision aid forecase.
We're working hard with the major com-
(AFY) to

ensurc training is accomplished before

mands and Air Force Weather

someone arrives here,

What wonld you say te someone con-
templating an assignment to Korea?

Come on over! You'll get a chance to
hone vour combat wearher skills and be
part of rhe mosr exciring weather team
in the world. You'll cake back a feeling of
accomplishment and operational focus
that will direcely benefit the career field
as a whole.

Unit Descriptions

The 607th WS team, 93 members
strong, with the headquarters, two detach-
ments, and seven operaring locations,
strerches from four kilomerers souch of
the Demititarized Zone (DMZ) in the
north, to Tacgu in the south. It has one
of the most Lhallungmg w&smmﬂ W

the /and of the YNorning Calm

intelligence every day to the Unired Na-
tions Command, which is chartered o
keep the armistice, and combat elements
of the Combined Forces Command
(CFC). poised to deter any enemy acrion.

The 607th WS headquarters,
located at Yongsan Army Installation
in the Republic of Korea (ROK)'s capi-
tal, Scoulis just 40 kilometers (24 miles)
from North Korea, The HQ staff plans
for new programs, coordinates on exer-
cise plans, and provides field support and
assistance ro the squadron unics.  Addi-
tionally, daily operational support is pro-
vided to CFC intelligence acrivities and
other units assigned to the area. The day-
ro-day operational arm of the 607¢h WS
headquarters is the USFK Thearer Fore-
cast Unit (TFU).

Nort surprisingly, Korea's rugged
mounitain-and-valley topography has a
pronounced elfect upon localized surface
weather condirions and presents a real
weather forccasting challenge. As a resulr,
the squadron has successtully pursued ac-
cess o several types of indigenous data
nat available via.




-cent waters and forms the nucleus of the
Combined METOC Forecast Center
during wartime. Recendy, the TFU in-
creased their mission w include high-defi-
nition combar aviation forecasts for
takeoft, en route. and raroet/recovery lo-
cations.

w TI'U now provides seam-

less support with forecasts

ranging from the very high
definition sherc-range aviation forecasts
to 120-heur theater guidance used by se-
nior decision makers. During contingen-
cies, these missions ransition intact to
several wartime locations, Headguariers
personnel, with augmentation from the
LSN, USAE and ROK Air Force
(ROKAF), deploy o four different loca-
tions in theater — Command Post
TANGO), Command Post QSCAR, the
Combined Rear Theater Operations
Cuener, and the Combined Aviation
Force Tactical Operations Center
(CAFTOC).

OL-A, 607th WS at Camp Page is 2
four-persen Mobile Weather Team
(MYYT) forward deploved by the 17th
Aviation Brigade with the lirh'Barr;\lion\
5071st Aviarion Regimenr, 17" Aviation
Brigade. When they say "maobile,” they
mean just that — their mission is to sup-
port the 4th Battalion and other 17”j
Aviarion combat operatiens anyume,
anywhere. They're in the field with them
wn to 12 times a year. They deploy in
TININNV s (or “"Humvees”) with a full
complement of observing and commu-
nications gear. Chuncheon, the host ey
tor Camnp Page. is roughly 95 kilomerers
northeast of Scoul and only 45 kilome-
ters south of the Demilitanized Zone.

Thar makes the 4th Battalion the most
forward-deployed helivoprer unit any-
where, Camp Page is a remon/unaccom-
panied assignment., with only 600 or so
active duty personnel. Some of the facili-
ties are less than whar most people are
used 1o — the Post Exchange is che size
af a double-wide rrailer and the commis-
sary Is half that.

On the other hand, this is Koreas best-
known resort area. The surrounding
countryside s mountinous and quite
seenie, with plenty of siall country reads
and destinations that are ideal for wecke
end bicyele evcursions. In the winter, the
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U.5. Air Force photo

Stafl Spt. Kevin Ritzer bricfs a pilor at Camp Page.

Communities Activities Conter sponsors
trips to nearby ski slopes, The gym s
small bueics packed with equipment, the
ball ficlds are excellent, intramural sports
are thriving, and the dorms are among
the best you'll find in the ROK.

OL-B at Scoul Air Base (a ROK Air
Force air base) employs owo weather
forccasters at the ULS, Armiy's compound
which is located separately within the pe-
rimeter of the base. The proximity of
their full-sized military sirficld to Koreas
capial ity gives risc 1o an aviation mis-
sion bere which funciions similar to chat
at Andrews AFB. More than 200 bricf-
ings every month, many tw general of-
ficer level customers, cover a broad
spectrum of operations — be it just to
another base in a C-12 or up w a moun-
rain-top ]istcning postat the [XMZ. Tak-
ing advanrage of being physically
collocated wich flight operations, OL-B

is able to maintain real-time dialog of

aviation wearher information wich those
who use our services most — the Flying
Dragons!!

Nestled i the mountains surround-
ing Wonju lies Camp Eagle, home o the
Sth Barulien. 501st Aviation Regiment
(5/501sr), 17th Aviation Brigade, and
O1-C. 607th Weather Squadron. The

maoast modern and newest installation
within the Republic of Korea is home to
the other half of the 17 Avn, Bde. flect
of atrack heticoprers.

‘lasked ro provide observarion, brief
i.l'lg- fl.nd -S[aff \'\"L'l][hL'l' SUPPOT[ [ [hCSC
arrcraft is a four-person mobile weather
team (MNT).

tranning side-by-side with their Army

Living, working and

comradues, Fagles weather warfighters re-
ally learn what Army support isall about,

In-garrison supporr 1 the 5/501st fo-
cuscs an training for the wartime mis-
ston and in general pcrforming the same
tasks (ebserving, flight weather bricfings.
SWC support) thar they will perform
when deployed.

A rypical field deployment has Fagle
rolling our in convoy wirly the rest of the
batralion to begin a one to rwo week ex-
ercise. During this period, the weather
team becomes fully integrated into the
baualions mission to move, shoot, and
CcOmIMUnicare.

Wherther is dcploying to support a
live-fire exercise or rolling outin full foree
with the entire bavalion, Camip Eagle’s
weather warfighters live by the 501st
motto — “Dhisciplined Operations is our
Watchword, Lightning is our Call Sign.
Decisive Victory in Combuat is our Goal.”
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ith an operating location
just 12 kilomerers from
the DMZ and
forces. one can understand why Det. 1,
607th Weather Squadron, Camp Red
Cloud.

forward-deployed weather unit.

cnemy

is known as the world's most
The
unit, consisting ol three operating lo-
cations and a detachment headquarters.
serves within the ranks of the United
States Armys 2Znd Infantry Division
(210,

To mueer the demands of
D,

UF l'L':t‘(.'III'II_"ﬁS.

fihe 210,
I must maintain a very high stawe
In fact, Der.

were recently recognized by winning the

.
Iy successes

1994 Pacific Air Forces Highest Stare
of Readiness Award.

The Commander (Staff Wiearher Of-
ficer), Division Weather Officer, and
Cadre Weather Team are with the divi-
sion headquarters ar Camp Red Cloud.
The StaffWeather Officer and Division
Weather Officer brief the Division Staff,
and ¢oordinate all wearher support re-
quirements. This is quite a challenge o
support 14 combat battalions consist-
ing of approximately 143 tanks, 200 in-
fantry fighting vehicles, 72 artillery
pieces, 110 alreraft and 10,000 infan-
[Ty men.

Master Syt

Don Carey, NCO-in-

o07tn

[ cAMP RED CLOUD]

ICAMPSTANfON]

[CAMP HUMPHREYS |

CAMP WALKER

December 1995

WS Units

CAMF STANLEY

charge, Cadre Weather Team [CWT),
deseribes his group as “the eam that
provides training and stnives o main-
tain the detachmends readiness with co-
hesiveness being a main ingredient.”
The CWT s Camp Red Cloud main-
tains the units vehicles, requests and
Drepares xu_pplics and ractical equip-
ment for the detachment, and supports
Camp Red Cloud’s own Division Main
during field vxercises and contingencics,

Camp Suanley (OL-A, Det I) pro-
vides 24-hour observing and forecast-
ing service to the host 2nd Bartalion,
2nd Aviation Regiment and all ocher
Army flving operations north of the
Han River.

bric(ing stauon for chis particular arca,
[al

The station s the regional

issuing warnings, advisories, and daily
forecasts for customers including the st
and 2nd Brigades. Division Anillery, 2d
Aviation Brigade. 3/17 Cavalry, and 1/
2 Awack Regiment. The weapon svs-
tems supported include M1AT wanks,
Bradley Fighuing Vehicles, Multple
Rocket Launch Systam (MRLS), and
Cabra. Kiowa Warrior, Blackhawk . and
Huey helicoprers.

Closer 1o the DMZ, and providing
a measurable amaunt of tactical weather
support arc forwardly deploved mohile
weather teams {MWTs) at OL-B

I (Cyra:

.

U.5. Air Fasce phalo

Airman st Class John “Dusiy™ Lee,
I7th Aviation weatfier team observen
records a tactical observation.

{Camp Cascy/Mobile), and OL-C
{Camp Stanton).

these operating locations spend a large

The members of

part of their ime in the lield with the
CUSTONIETS,

"Det. 1is leading the way in tacrtical
weather technelogy, We are the first de-
tachment to use an operational Ince-
grated Meteorelogical System (IMETS)
system’”, said Capt, Mate Williams, Det.
I commander. "The leadership and
ability of our NCOs keep us together,
and the fact we spend a ot of ume in
the field cnsures we remain ready o
meet the challenges char lay ahead.”

Det. 2, 607ch WS, at Camp Hum-
95 kilometers
south of Scoul, pm\«ldgs 24-hour weather

phreys, approximately

support to the Jargest and busicst Army
airfield in Korea, Der. 2 also has the
addud distinction of being the first WSR-
380 Ra(lar Dara Acquisition site in Ko-
Camp Ilumphreys WSR-881)
will serve seven Principal User Processors
(PUP) and cover 100 percent of US,
military assets on the peninsula. OL-A,
Det. 2 ar Camp Walker in Tacgu pro-
vides

rea. The

obscrvations  supporting
MEDEVAC missions and operates the
theater high-frequency Net Control Sta-
tion which serves as the high frequency
(HE) communication hub for deployved
units throughout the peninsula.

Korea -- Where weather warriors
support the warfighters on the fronc
line.
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by Lt Col. Al Belcher
Chicf, AFGWC Product
Improvement Branch

ith the drawdown of the

rated force, many aircrow

members are employed in
nan-tlying jobs — including vours traly:
In fact, [ am one of two rared atficers re-
cently assigned o AFGWC,

As a tormer Weapons System Officer
flving the F-111 Aardvark , RF-4C | and
British Tornado airceafr, §have Arse-hand
expericnce with weather and i impace
O MiSSI0N success,

Looking back, I didnta |'|'1':E}'.t- heed the
advice of the formal DD Form 17%-1
weather brieting. More often than not, |

would rake my chances .. T always had a

good backup mission, an alternare desti-
nation, and my weapons sysrems officer
experiency and skill in my pocker.
When Brig. Gen. Themas J. Lennon
{cthe first rated
olficer 10 head
Alr lorce
Weather  in
quite  some
time} assumed
his position, ke

thar

many mermbers

sensed

of the flying

communir_\-‘

By early next year, we plan
to have these visualizations
available on a new AFGW(C
Defense Weather Information
Network (DWIN) home page.”

AFGWC Delivers New

“Visualization” Product Line

Thars where my new job comes in,
As ATGWC's Chiel of Atrcrew Weather
Products, T was asked to help design a
weather product suite which could be un-
derstood by a
non-meteorolo-
aistt for cx-
ample, d
“visualization”
look and fecl,

[n additicn,

this  product

Lt. Col. Al Belcher

line must be

Chief, Air Force Global Weather Central | ..yl o (he
Aircrew Weather Products Division |

weather conm-

shared my atri-
tude.

He alsa knew weather people were
rop-noich meteornlogisis, who often ex-
pericnced difficulty convineing aircrews
and other customers thar they added real

value to air/land operations,

Figure 1. — Wind speed at 30,000 feet
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muniey, [ am
loaking forward to displaying and ask-
ing for comments on these new products
when 1 visic major commands and their
weather staffs in the near furure,

My branch, the Product Tmprovement
Branch (AFGWC/DOA), has been wirk-
ing on visualization produces for almost
avear. Using SUN worksrationsand a so-
phisticared graphical programming lan-
puage, we have gquickly developed and
disseminared new “warfighver” visualiza-
tions into the AFGWC Dial-in System
{AFDIS).

These products are primarily
based on AFGWCS Relocaranls Nin-
dow Model {RWM), a regional model
of the armosphere thar provides a
more derailed, more accorate picture
of the weather than the hemispheric
maodels of the past.

\We are presently disseminating visu-
alizations for the continenral Unired
Stares, Europe, Southwesc Asia, and Ko-
rea windows, Valid times are for the 24-
and 30-hour time periods, based on 007

and 127 madel runs.
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Air Force Global Weather Central

Fieure 2. -« 24-hour temperature chanoe
P * .

At the mement, all the visualizations
are auromared, They are designed for
planning purposes, displayed in vivid cal-
ers, and quickly focus on “hot-spats” ar
problem areas.

Froenmually, we will introduce nian-
machine mix visualizations, afrer our
regiomalization initiative provides che in-
frastructure, architecture, and resources
required, talored 1o meet specific theater!
L(imnlilﬂ'\.ﬂ “\':L:\{h.

e current suite of products

include Might-level winds a

HOK. 24K, and 30K fr MSL,
wing at 10K {t MSL, thunderstorm prob-
ahilities, npper level winds, surface tem-
peratures, 24-hour remperarare change,
fow and middle dloud cetlings, low-level
wind shear, hear index, and centeail po-
rential.

Figures 1 through 3 show ex-
amples of our 30K {1 winds, 24-hour
temperarure change, and Jow-level
wind shear products, respectivdly. In the
Future, we will be adding other products
such as oud tops, wind chill, winger pre-
cipitation, freczing level, rurbualence, and

surfuce visthiliries.

December 1995

The produces are designed 1o supple-
ment the DD Form 175-1 bricfings given
torcrews, butcan be vsed as stand-alone
products during seafl weather efficer
l-nriuﬁng:‘_

By early next year, we plan o have

these visualizations available on a new
AFGWC Defense Weather Information
Network (DWIN) hoine page. Similar
o an Internec home page, any DOD user
will te able 1o access these products, bodh
in an unclassified and chassificd mode.

W are alse working out details to get
these products delivered w0 units having
the Automared Weather Disoribution
System. Then chese units can ger the
products zutamarically, racher than “puli-
ing” them fram the AFDIS or INYIN sys-
tems.

Most imporiantly, we necd
vour comments on the quality of
those producrs. We will do our
best 1o design products that satis(
vour needs, as well as vour cns-

wmers’ necds, Just give us a call,

If you'd like access to or
information about these
exciting new products, please
contact your MAJCOM
weather officer, AFGWC/DOO
(DSN 271-1626), or AFGWC/
DOA (DSN 271-1690).

Figure 3. - Low-level wind sheear
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Romanian, Albanian
Air Force Leaders Visit
Keesler WX School

by 2nd Lt. Sean Flynn
Keesler News, Keesler AFB, Miss,

cesler AFBYS weather and

air wraffic control training

facilitics were a hit with
Romanian and Albanian air force
leaders on a visit Sept. 13 1o the
334th Training Squadron.

“Itis hard to think of such a train-
ing center a5 vou have at Keesler”
said Maj. Gen. Ton Sandulesco, Ro-
manian air force and air defense chief
of staff.

He and Col. Yili Dimraj, Alba-
nian airspace control commander,
and their delegations were an a
tour of U.S. Air Force bases.

The age, cxpertise and oppor-
tunities of Keesler's students and
instructors also atecracted the ar-
tention of the visitors.

“Ne oare impressed with the
voung age of the instructors and
said

through a

commanders at the base,”

General Sandulesco
translator.

Expressing surprise that the spe-
cialists had actrained such high levels
of proficiency at such voung ages, the
general said, “The philosophy of
teaching (at Keesler and the U.S)) s
hetter than thac of the rest of the
world.”

The Keesler visit had special sig-
nificance for both delegations as their
countries try to upgrade their own
defense systems.,

“Tv (the visit) is useful because
we o are in the first steps of im-
proving our own acrospace ca-
pahilities,” Colonel Dimraj said.
“The process {of improvement) is
tough, but we're learning a lot.”

Colonel Dimraj desceribed the
trip to the U.S. as a “rich experi-
ence” that fosrered good relations
for training and development be-
cause it helped him compare Alba-
nian and American technology.
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Japanese metcorologises,”

Air Force, Navy
and Japanese
WX People Work
Together For
Common Goal

by Scoior Airman Liz Grandin
Editor, Northern Light
Misawa AB, Japan

t Misawa AB, Japan, if you
don't like the weather, just
iUl
changc!After speaking with the Air
Force, Navy and Japan Self-Defense

vait 2 minute and

[Farce (JADSIE) mcrcoro|ogists here,
you gain a new appreciation for this
old axiom.

These three distinctively differ-
ent units, through incerrelared
rasks, provide the Misawa com-
munity and all transient airerews
the information pilors need in
order to fly safely.

The JADSFE weather rechnicians

the Alr

Force weather personnel provide

provide ohscrvations,
the forecasts, and the Navy tech-
nicians take from both, add their
occanographic twist and provide
support to the Naval aircrews,
"W the
said

Capr. Brian Maves, chief mereo-

work mostly wich

rologist at Misawa. "The differ-
ence between us and other bases
is that we are cruly a joint weacher
operation,”

Misawa AB is the only base in
Alr the

weather starion has this joing aspuect,

PPacific Forces where

Maves said.

“Our primary mission is ta fore-
cast the weather tar all Department
of Defense operations on thic insial-
lation.” he said. "Any planc that
comes into Misawa under an Ameri-
can flag uses our forecast, One atmo-
sphere, one forecast.”

It wasn't always like this, however,
said Navy Lt Michael Rochleau, of-
ficer in charge, Naval Meworology
and Occanography Derachment,
Misawa.

“Betore 1984, the Air Force would
put ouc their forecast, and the Navy
theirs For their (respective) units,”
Rochleau said. " This would cause a lot
of discontent because no two forecases
were the same, since no two forecase-
ers analyze a chart the same way. For
the most part, however, they'd come
up with close o the same answer —
which was redundant.

"Now, the Air Force weather troops
forccast the weather, and we focus on
anti-submarine warfarc oceanography
in suppoert of the P-3 Orion,”
Rochleau said.

Navy technicians take the Air Foree
forecast and convert it inte informa-
tion for the racrical crew of the -3,
or the “backscaters™.

“One thing in common about me-
teorology and oceanography is that
you can't see them. [ts not like physi-
cal things such as rocks and trees and
such,” Rochleau said. His job is o
take the informartion from all the dif-
ferent sources and paint a picture, or
model, of the environmenrt the crew
will be flving into so they can opri-
mally tune their systens for the best
possible performance. Through con-
stant inputs, never-ending adjust-
ments to predictions and a vigilant cye
on cach cloud. gust and wave, this
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mnformation is collecred, analyzed
and dispersed o their customers.
Mare than two million ebscrva-
tions, every 12 hours or so, gu to Det
7. AFGNYC, and then to the Fleet
Numerical Mercorology and Ocean-
(ENMOCQC) ar
Monterey, Calif. That does not in-

ogrnph}’ Cenrter

clude all the observations the com-
puter automatically weeds our for

Photo by Airman tst Clasa Paul Holcomb

Hiroshi Sato, Japan Air Self Defense Force weather
technician, resets electronic tracking equipiment for a weather

balloaon.
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failure to mect criteria, FNMOC s
the Navy's main weather and oceano-
graphic dara collection and process-
ing center — the equivalent of the
Air Force Global Weather Central,
Offurr AFB, Neb.

These central collection points
take information from military oh-
scrvations, fishermen, research ves-
sels, sarellites, buoys, and more,

“Qur job is
kind of funny,”
Rochleau said,
“Ir's a lot of
work to ger a
two-Imninute an-
swer — “Yes, it's
going to rain,’
or ‘No, it's not
going to rain,’

“That’s the
frustraring
part,” he said.
“We expend a
lot of energy 1o
not only collect
dara, bur
also 10 look at it
and check the
models.”

the

A modcl 15 a
horizontal and
vertical charr
that depicts in-
formation from

around the
world, Maves
explained.
“I'he infor-
macion de-
scribes the

physics of the
atmospherce,
computing ¢v-
erything that’s

going to happen in the atmosphere
over a prescribed period of time (such
as every 12 hours). A model is a two-
dimensional picture of our three-di-
mensional atmosphere.”

Access to JADSE systems gives
U.S. Forces weather people constant
updates of forecasts and observauions
around Japan.

“We also ger compurter models
from them (the JASDF) to use for our
forccasts on a daily basis.,” Maves
said. It’s a great working relationship.
We really depend on them. We dis-
cuss things with them everyday, and
amazingly, despite the language bar-
rier, we're usually in close agreement.”

The Air Foree's dependency on the
Navy is in 1 much differene way,

“When I got here, we were doing
a morning weather bricting three
-3

crewmember,” Maves said, " They

times a week Tor Navy
would ask me questions and 1 didnT
know whart they were asking, Once
Rochlean and [ started working to-
gether, he would take what we did
and tailor it ro the need of rhe
backscaters. He and his staff have
been my arm o support the Navy and
now ir's heing done betrer. Oceanog-
raphy and imcteorology can't be sepa-
rated, since the winds drive the
waves,”

“All three of us have the potential
on the metcorology lovel to do the en-
tire job for the entire hase.” Rochleau
said, “but we don't duplicate work
here, The significance of having the
individual units is chat Maves speaks
Air Force lingo, and undersiands his
aircraft and mission much berter than
I could and the same applics the other
way around.l know the Navy beteer
than Maves, and of course, with the
JASDT. the same would apply.”

Through the interrelated work of
these three units, Misawa weather 1s
under constant watch .. even it it

docs change every five minutes!

Have any interesting stories
about what your unit is doing
for Air Force Weather? Send
them to HQ AWS/RMA, 102 W.
Losey Si., Bm. 105, or e-mail to
“elliotts @ hqaws.safb.af.mil”,
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Get on ‘BOARD’ with new pubs,
programs from Combat Weather

by Lt. Col. Gary Sickler
Commander

otonly is the CombatWeather

F:u_'ilil}' (CNEY the Air Foree

center of excellence for
battlespace weather issues, we're now
“"Ground Zero” for hurricances!

Sinee 1994, six syviems of rropical storm
or greater intensity have made landfall
within 50 miles of Flurlburt Field, Fa..

Three of these (Tropical Storm Albero
in July 1994, Hurricane Erin in August
1995, and mast recendy, Hurricane Opal
in October 1995) were direct hits! The good
news is the base cleanup is neacly complete,
beuch reconstruction is well underway, and
FORECAST CHALLENGE 96 (FC
961 on schedule tor Feb. 5-9, 1996,

FC 96 is an Air Force-level comperi-
tion designed 10 test vour abiliny to forecast
in realistic, dep scenarios using limited

In essence, 1t 1s Air Force Weather's
cquivalent o RED FLAG, TOP GUN and
READINESS CHALLENGE.

Despite improvements in weather and
communications rechnology, you will even-
tually find yoursclt in a situation where
equipment is lost ot broken, or communi-
cations links are not established. This is
when your operational forecast savvy will
he challenged to operite effectively and fully
support the needs of your customers,

Weather Forecasting Proficiency
Exercises (WEFPEs) help you refine
your skills for forccasting with limited
duta. Current WEFPEs are available
from your mujor command direcior-
ates of weather, The MAJCOM
DOWs will also be selecring their rep-
resentatives for FC 96 saon. Do vou
have what it takes o forecast with the
hest of the best?

The CWF s galning momentum
and arracking our mission to improve
AN s wartime readiness. Here are a
few iniriatives to look for seon:
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The BOARD
Uhe Bardespace Op-

crations, Applications,
and Readiness Digest
(BOARDY is our way of
geteing essential bat-
tlespace inlormation ro
the people whe really
need 1t - those on mo-
bility status and cadre
weather rams chrough-
out AFW,

Qur objective is w
provide a single source of
all battlespace wearher in-
formation, techniques,

and procedures. In the
tradition of FYIs, 1=
TWOS, and ECHOTS,
BOARD publications
will be short, easy o un-

B
%‘E #ﬂﬁﬁd@

Photo by Siafl Sqgt. Steve Ellioll
Who witl b heisting the winster's trophy at FORECAST CHALLENGE

067 Last vear USAFE 100k their second straight crowan,

derstand, and casy 10 in-
Tegrate into your aperations,

The BOARD iself is not a pamphlet - it
ivafibrary. a place to keep all of the banlespace-
relared pamphlers wie will produce at the CWE
Fach scries of BOARD pamphlews deals with
specific topies ranging from data-denicd /daa-
sparse forecasting wehniques o cquipment
troublesheoting precedures. Fach product
nvpe will be color-coded for casy organization
and retrieval.

[he first BOARLD pamhlet series is the
Compact Lilrary of Information and Pro-
cedures (CLIPs), CLIPs are quick references
that focns on procedures not often practiced
in the field.

Lach CLIP is published as a full-size
document to post into the BOARD binder,
and a reduced-size copy 1o be reproduced
and inserted directly imo flight crew check-
list binder o carry in your BDU cargo
pocker, Units sbould provide these hinders
for their people. They are less than 85 at
vour base supply.

The good news is we'll provide the firse
BOARD hinder [t should arrive in the mail
soon!

By the way, we're always looking for good

topics for the BOARD, so fax your ideas 1o

DSN 579-5303. For more informaton,

contact the CWTEF at DSN 579-5700.
Weather Warrior

Internship Program

Flave you ever had a goed idea for
way 10 Improve wartime weather operations?
Orabeter way to foreaast difficult weather
phenomena but never had a way o follow
it through? The Weather Warrior Internship
Program can help!

This program can mean a tip o our
beaatiful Emerald Coast! This initiative s
an opportunity to directly inject your ideas
into ATW'S evervday combat business,

We want 10 learn better ways 1o [orecast
difficult weather phenomena in the field and
we want you 1o come to us with your ideas.

The: CNE will fund one o two weeks here
to work an your project -~ without the wor-
rizs of deployments, consrant phone calls or
aircrew briefing! Yo hope to recvive cnough
eood ideas 1o award semiannual internships.

Leok v detals in future edittons of the
OBSERVER, and always remember, your real
mission s cur wardme mission. Be combat

ready!
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NASA Satellite Detects
Space Disturbance
Before Reaching Earth

NASA spacecrait detecied a

huge interplanetary distur-

ance which struck the

Fardh's protective magneiic fiddd on

Oct. 18, producing a magnetic storm

and auroral displayvs, or "Northern
Lights” thar persisted for rwo days.

The phenomenon was visible in the

Unired Stares as far south as Denver,

according to scicntists at NASA's

Goddard  Space Tligh

Greenbelr, Md., who reported critical

Cenrer,

sarcllite dara vo other government agen-

Got a hot tip on how to do
something smarter, easier,
taster? Why not share it with
the rest of your weather
bretheren?

Send your submission to
the Air Weather Service
Public Affairs Office. We'll
check it out with our techni-
cal folks, and if it looks good,
it’ll get published in a future
OBSERVER or OPERA-
TIONS DIGEST, with a credit
to you. The AWS/PA address
is on page 2.
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cics and scientists around the world,

The informarcion was relayed elec-
tronically 1o the ULS. Alr Force and
to the Nadonal Oceanic and Aumo-
spheric Administration’s Space Envi-
ronment Laboratory, in Boulder, GO,
where evaluaters issued an updated
“space weather alert” ro commercial
satellite operatars, clecrrical uriljties
and other organizations worldwide.

The disturbance, called a “glane
magnetic doud™, was 63 million miles
across and speeding toward the Earth
at over 2.1 million miles per hour
when it was deweeted st 3 pom BST
on Ot 18 by NASAs Wind space-
eraft. Wind is an unmanned space-
craft patvolling interplanetary space
662,000 miles (rom Earth, pointed
toward the Sun.

“The rapad response o the Wind
observations and the prompr issuance
of the alert were made possible by ad-
vaneed dara systems, technology and

networks,” said D Keith Ogilvie of

Goddard, NASAT Project Scientist for
Wind. The central pracessing and
distriburion systems were developed
and implemenred by NASA and sup-
ported by the Wind science teams,
NOAA, the Air Force, and nerna-
tional partners.

Invisible to normal relescopes and
to the human eve, the doud was com-
posed of magnetic ficlds and cleceri-
fied subaromic particles cjecred from
the outer aimosphere or corona of the
Sun.

About 30 minures alrer the {ront
edge of the giant cloud passed over
the Wind probe, it sweptover Japan's
GLOTALNL sacellice, which was lo-
cared on the sunward side of the Farch
inits 120,000 X 40,000 mile cllipi-
cal orbic.  GEOTAIL also gachered
important sclenrific dara. Minures
luer, the disturbance struck the ourer
limirs of the Farths magnetic field,
which aces as a prowective bufler, The
impict compressed the magneric field
on the sunward side of the Farth and
strerched it out away from the Sun

on the nightside, triggering the mag-

netic storm and aurora.

“Ir was derected with instcumenrts on
Wind that sense the magnetie ficlds,
particles and waves in inwerplancrary
space.” said Dr Ogilvie. “Thisis a good
example of what we had been expect-
ing since Wind was launched Nowv, 1,
1994, This wonderful obscervanion is a
great first birthday present from Wind.”

A complete analysis of the Oct 18
Wind data, and data from other space-
cralt and instruments, may rake months
or years, but is expected 1o rell scien-
tists much ubout how interplancrary
disturbances propagate through spuce
and affeer the Earth's covironment

Future disturbances are ansicipated
as the L 1-year sunspot cvele is expecred
to peak shortly afrer the yoar 2000, ac-
cording ro NASA scientists.

What’s New on the
Air Weather Service
Bulletin Board

The publications are coming fast
and furious cur of the Air Weallier
Service XO directorare recently,

FYI # 30, The Air Force Weather
Bulletin Bogrd System Updare: We ap-
preciate the positive fredback we've
received on our new FY! formar.
We're glad ro sce itenhances the read-
ability and grabs the reader’s inrerese.

You can now access the AFNW BHS
files through the Interner via FLP
(File Transfer Proracol). T'he latesc Adr
Weather Service Ops Digest discusses
how to access this new capabilitg

A new directory has been added for
the Standardization and Fvaluarion
team. The larest in Scan/Eval pubs
and crosstalk are available in chax li-
brary.

New Publications: A new FYI is
heing written for the Internet and
weather sources on the World Wide
Web which should be available in
early winter.

There are three publications, two

Echoes, Operational Use of VIL {Ver

See OBTW
Continued on Page 22
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Ch, By The Way, cont. from Page 21

tically lntegrated Liquid), and Clutter
Suppression, and an FYT, MOS (Manual
Observing System), at the princers and
should be in the mail soon.

Orher publications in the works in-
clude Nost-Cloirvective Winds, Altcrnative
Sources of Wearber Dara (an FYI
#1 updare), Freezing Dvizzle, and
[:’ rf-" “_‘.':_” e,

I'or more information abour
publishing FYT's, TTWO's, and Lch-
oes, call Arthur Nelson ar DSN 576-
4721, or conuwct by clectronic mail
at: “nelsona@hgawssafbafmil™.

What happens
To Old TAFs?

ave you cver wondered
what happens to your TAF
{Terminal Avrodrome
Forecasts) after 24 hours?

You may be surprised 1o know your
TAF has a long lifc even after i expires,
Lach month the AWN folks ar Do 7,
Air Force Global Weather Central, Tinker
AFB. Okla., collect all the TAFs on rape
and ship them o Operanng Location-A,
Air Force Combat Climarology Center,
Asheville, N.C,

Your TAF is decoded and included as
part of the TAF Vertheadon (TAFVER
I1) data base for a period of 10 years. Your
TAFE is then sent AFCCC, Scorr AFBL L.
to compute verificanion statistics,

Compiling TAFs is normally a very of-
ficient process but it has had its problems,
Since July 1993, the decode process has
climinated over 65,000 TATs because
they were undecodable, We believe this
10-20 percent (someimes higher)
monthly failure rate is much wo high in
one of the areas where weather folks
should vxcel. Obviously, if you remeve
this much dara from the verificadon pro-
cess the sratistical resulus are suspeer and
open o question. TAFs are being elimi-
nated from the TAFVER IL program by
simple crrors that are correcrable by fol-
lowing proper coding procedures.

You can help decrease the failure rare
by doing the lollowing:

B Qualiry control cach TAF prior
1o transtmission to reduce the tvpographi-
cal errors.

22

| Review TAF encode proccdurt's
to ensure they agree with the instructions
i AFMAN 15-124,

The lollowing 1sa list of the most com-
mon TALF coding errors:

1. Interchanging the lerrer "O7
and the integer “07 (zero). This is most
common in the altimerer group,

2. Misspelling the cloud ameunts
(SCT, BKN, OV().

3. Uscofthe “/7 instead of the "G
in the wind gust ficld.

9, Allowing the valid tine of 4
forecast group ww be “our-of-bounds.”™ For
example, you can not start a BECMG,
TEMPO, or FMGG group prior @ the
valid begining vime of the TAE The
same applies © cnding fimes. You can-
nat end a forecast group after the valid
ending time of the TAE

5. Omitting onc or more of the re-
guired groups in the FMGG and
BECMG lines. Leaving the altimerer
group out is the most common example
of this crror,

0. Failure to rransmit a correction
(COR} afier issuing a TAF that comains
an obviows crror{s), When this happens
there will be no TAF for this verificarion
hour.

7. Gusts not excecding the mean
speed by 5 knots or more.

8. Improper encoding of the
weather group. This caused over half of
the 65,000 TAF failures. Table 1.5 spelis
out how to encode the weather (ww)
group, whereas the intensity is first. tol-
lowed by the dc:-criptor, then the precipl-
tation, etc. Note 3 spc”s out that
precipitation and “other” phenomenon
will be encoded in separate groups,

9. Failing o append the AMD and
COR times.

10, Failare to properly encede lim-
ited forecast service indicators. Unirs put
various twists and changes in this specific
enury and add other informarion in the
REMARKS section. Tor example, onc
unit places therr DSN numberin the RE-
MARKS secuon.

Although thac informaticn may be
useful to ger an updated forecast, such
informacion, especially numbers, can be
mistaken for new “groups,” thus causing
a “good” TAF 1o fail.

Forecasters reading the operational

TAl's can understand rhe forecast and
quickly read around the error{s). We
know the forecasts 27010G 14 or TS-
STIRABR don't comply with proper pro-
cedures, bur we still undersiand the
forccase.

However, i we are to decode thou-
sands of lines of code 1 an automated
fashion, and offer professionul daa. we
must reduce these mistakes. You can help
wy make the difference. Feel free o con-
tact Chiel Schieh, AWS/XOO, DSN
57G-4110, vxr, 213 il you have any en-
coding questions,

fsubmiiteed by Vinia B, (ibbs, Jr, OL-
A, AFCCC).

Air National
Guard Weather

L ]
Vacancies

Officer and enlisted vacuncics  tor
weather people exist at nuinerous locations
threnghout the United Stares, according to
the latest information from the ANG
Wearher office,

They are listed here by unie, base and/
or location, and DSN phone number,
Officer vacancies:
202nd Weather Flight: Onis ANGB, Mass.:
357-4907.
2071th WF; Indianapolis, Ind.: 369-2404.
122th WF; New Orleans, L 457-8424.
125¢th WF: Tulsa, Okla.; 956-5272.
139th WE; Camp Blanding, Ila.: 960-
3449,
199th Wi Wheeler Army A Field, Ha-
wiily 456-1232.

Enlisted openings:

146Gch WE; Piasburgh, Pa; 277-7435.
123cd WF; Portlind, Ore.; 638-4560.
156th W Charlore, W.C: 583-9137.
164th WF; Columbus, Ohio; 930-3361.
209th YW F; Austin, Texas: 954-5109.
202nd WF; Onis ANGB, Mass: 337-4907.
140th WT; Willow Grove ARS, Pa.; 991-
1320,

207th W Indianapolis, Ind.: 369-2404.

For more information on exactly which
westher flighes have openings at any given
vme, conact Ted Houghton at DSN 278-
8285

“thoughton@angrc.af mil”™.

or send electronic mail to:

OBSERVER
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‘OPERATIONS DIGEST’ Returns From Three-Year Hiatus

by Tech. Sgt. Ron Sinnard
Managing Editor,
Air Force Weather
Operations Digest

“We're back!”

That was the word from Cal.

Clifford Marsumoto, Direcior of
Pluans. Programs, and Technology
at Air Wearher Service, in pro-
nouncing the rerurn of the Alr
OPERATTIONS Di-
GEST afier a prolonged absence.

“The OPS DIGEST has returned

to bring vou, the wearther profes-

Force MWeadher

sional, a forum for aperational is-
sues,  the colonel said. "The OBSERVER

will continue 1o be your source for non-
operational weather informacion. In-
deprh weehnical publications will be
produced by the Air Weather Service
XOT branch in the form of FYis
TTWOS, and ECHOES, The OPS DI-
GEST will bridge the gap berween these
mwo publications.”

As vou read through the upcoming
cditions of the OFS DFGEST, please re-
member that it is YOUR publication.

[f you would like an issuc ad-
dresyed. disagree with an arucle,
or even write an arricle vourself,
all you have 1o do 1s contact me.
My DSN number 15 576-4110, cxt.
223. The commereial number is
(6G18) 23C-4110. ¢xt. 223,

WAR STORIES, continued from Page 6

There were so many wrecks in
a nearby  rugged valley, it was
cicknamed “Million Dollar Val-
That
dollars was a really

ley ™. was when a milhon

significant
amount!

One cxperience Tl never forget
happened one lare night when we
were returning from Fairbanks ina
C-47 . The compilotwas flying the air-
crafe while the  pilot was wiking 2
nap. We were about 1o land  av the
Whitchorse, Yukon sirip which was
cut out of the side of a mountain
abount 70 feer from a river and the
own. Suddenly, the pilot jolied
awake, pulled the wheel voke into his
stomach and rammed the throcles
into the instrument panel. We were
below the end of the runway a the
time, bur he was able to hop us onto
the rupway. Our landing gear was
probably full of pine tree branches
alter thae, The good Lord was flying
with us that night or I probably
wouldn't be here.

Part of our recreation was hunting

December 1995

Recording observations a! Fort Si.
Jofm's weather station.

bear, deer and some small game, One
day. however, a couple of our enlisted
tellows were out hunting and broughe
back two very voung (and alive!) moose.

At first, they were boude fed and
later would hang around the mess hall
for handouts. They mawured rapidly
o full-grown moose and were still

there when [ returned o the States,

Got a good war story? Send it to HQ
AWS/RMA, 102 W. Losey St., Rm. 105,
Scott AFB, IL 62225 or by e-mail to
“elliotts @ hgaws.safb.af.mil".

To submitan article, send it by fax
1o DSN 576-6300 or (G18) 256-
6300; by
“sinnardr@hgaws.satb.al mil”, or
to the Air Force Weather BBS 1o
“sinnardr”.

The OPERATIONS DIGEST will

be published on a quarrerly basis. As

clectronic mail o

with any official publication, the
views and opinions expressed in the
publication arc those of the indi-
vidual author, unless otherwise speci-
fied. Final selection of the material
used is based on sultability, timdi-
ness, and space availability, The cdi-
torial sraff reserves the right to make
cditorial changes te submitted manu-

SCrIpts.

new suite of products and creating a

MW SUPPOTT SITUCTULC [0 o itginent dvid
cirhance (not replace) the capabilities
of buse and post weather stations,

In concert with other initiarives,
this "new AFGWCT will be a major
step woward our goal ol a 15 percent
improvement in forecast accuracy so
bardeficld commanders can “antici-
pate and cxploit, then own the
weather”, Ambitious and dramaric for
sure, bur achievable with the conrtin-
ued hard work and dedication of the
weather heroes [ menuened before,

Thank you all for vour daly con-
the AFN
Whether in Special Operations, an

triburions to teant.
AWS center, base or post weather sta-
tion, space obscrvatory, laboratory, or
headquarters, you make the differ-
cnee,

We are readwy 1o turn the corner in
1996 and demonstrate to our com-
bat customers 2 new rruch: “We're not
the old AFW, but something new and
differend”
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