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GENERAL

This report presents statistics on housing and household
characteristics from the 1983 Annual Housing Survey conducted
in 13 selected standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's).
For a list of these SMSA's, see page XVI. The Annual Housing
Survey (AHS) was designed to provide a current series of infor-
mation on the size and composition of the housing inventory,
the characteristics of its occupants, the changes in the inven-
tory resulting from new construction and from losses, the in-
dicators of housing and neighborhood quality, and the
characteristics of recent movers. The survey, performed for the
Department of Housing and Urban Development, is authorized
under sections 501 and 502(d), 502(e), and 502(f} of the Hous-
ing and Urban Development Act of 1970, Title 12, United States
Code 1701z-1 and 1701z-2. The Bureau of the Census is
authorized under Title 31, United States Code, section 686, to
perform special work or services for Federal agencies.

The statistics presented in this report are based on informa-
tion from a sample of housing units. The information for the 1983

AHS-SMSA sample was collected by personal interview from
April 1983 through December 1983. (See paragraph ‘'Sample
size’’ below.)

A separate report is issued jointly by the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development and the Bureau of the Census for
each of the 13 SMSA's in the 1983 survey. Each report con-
sists of five parts. Part A presents statistics on general housing
characteristics, part B on indicators of housing and neighborhood
quality, part C on financial characteristics, part D on recent mover
households, and part F on financial characteristics cross-
classified by indicators of housing and neighborhood quality.
(Part E is published only for the national sample.)

The content and procedures of the Annual Housing Survey
were determined after consultation with a variety of users of

"housing data and through field pretesting. The data for many

of the subjects covered in this report are the same as those col-
lected in the 1970 Census of Housing; in general, these data
are comparable to those shown in the 1970 census reports. In
addition, a number of new items were introduced in this survey
on subjects such as breakdowns in equipment, the physical con-
dition of the structure, neighborhood conditions and services,
and distance and travel time from home to work for the
householder.

More detailed information on the technical and procedural mat-
ters covered in the text of this report can be obtained by writing
to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233.

Sample size— The statistics presented in this report are based
on a sample of housing units and are, therefore, subject to sam-
pling variability. Two different sample sizes were employed in
the 1983 survey. Two of the larger SMSA’s were represented
by a sample of about 8,500 designated housing units. These
SMSA’s were Chicago, IL and New York, NY. All remaining
SMSA’s were represented by a sample of about 4,250
designated housing units. Both samples were divided between
the central city or cities and the balance of the respective SMSA
based on the proportionate distribution of all housing units in
the entire SMSA.

The sample was selected from units enumerated in the 1970
census and updated to include units constructed since 1970.
Detailed information on the sample design, size of sample,
estimation procedure, and sampling variability associated with
these data is given in appendix B.
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INTRODUCTION—Continued

Organization of the text— The text consists of this introduction
and appendixes A and B, which appear after the data tables. Ap-
pendix A describes the geographic area classifications, provides
definitions and explanations of the subjects covered in this
report, and contains a facsimile of the questionnaire. Appendix
B presents information on sample design, estimation, and
accuracy of the data.

Content of the tables— A series of standard tables presents data
for housing units for each area shown in this report. Separate
data are shown for “’in central city’’ and ‘‘not in central city,’’
as well as for the SMSA as a whole. In parts A, B, C, and F,
the prefix letter ‘’A’’ has been assigned to tables for the SMSA
as a whole, /B’ to tables for ‘‘in central city,”” and *’C’’ to tables

for ‘‘not in central city.’”’ The numbers presented in these tables N

are rounded to the nearest hundred. Characteristics for some
items may not add to the total due to rounding.

In part A on general housing characteristics, tables 1 and 2
present selected housing characteristics for 1983, 1979, 1976,
and 1970; table 3, characteristics of new construction units;

table 4, 1979 characteristics of housing units removed from the

housing inventory; and-table 5, characteristics of vacant—
year-round housing units. The same general subject content
presented in tables-1 and 2 is also presented for housing units
with Black householder in tables 6 and 7 and for housing units
with householder of Spanish origin in tables 8 and 9.

In part B on indicators of housing and neighborhood quality,
tables 1 to 4 present characteristics for owner- and renter-
occupied housing units, tables 5 to 8 present characteristics for
owner- and renter-occupied housing units with Black
householder, and tables 9 to 12 present characteristics for
owner- and renter-occupied housing units with householder of
Spanish origin.

In part C on financial characteristics, table 1 presents
characteristics of owner- and renter-occupied housing units by
income of the family or primary individual; table 2 presents
characteristics for owner-occupied, one-unit structures by value
of broperty; and table 3 presents characteristics of ‘renter-
occupied housing units by gross rent. The same subject con-
tent as shown in tables 1 to 3 is presented for houéi'ﬁ‘g‘ units
with Black householder in tables 4 to 6 and for housing units
with householder of Spanish origin in tables 7 to 9. ’

In part D on recent mover households, table 1 presents
characteristics of all occupied housing units and units occupied
by recent movers (households that moved into their units dur-
ing the 12 months prior to the interview). Table 2 presents in-
come of families and primary individuals by purchase price,
source of down payment, and amount of mortgage. Tables 3
to 10 present characteristics of the present unit for recent mover
households cross-classified by characteristics of the previous
unit. The same subject content as shown in tables 1 to 10 is
presented for housing units with Black householder in tables 11

to 20 and for housing units with householder of Spanish origin -

in tables 21 to 30. ]

In part F, the tables show cross-tabulations of the indicators
of housing and neighborhood quality by income, value, and gross
rent. Tables 1 to 4 present characteristics of owner- and renter-

occupied housing units by income of the family or primary in-
dividual; tables 5 to 8 present characteristics of owner-occupied,
one-unit structures by value of property; and tables 9 to 12
present characteristics of renter-occupied housing units by gross
rent. The same subject content as shown in tables 1 to 12 is
presented for housing units with Black householder in tables 13
to 24 and for housing units with householder of Spanish origin
in tables 25 to 36.

1970 data in this report—The source of the 1970 data shown
in part A is both published and unpublished tabulations from the
1970 Census of Population and Housing. For some items, 1970
data are not shown because they are not available. Prior to 1980
the concept “’head’’ was used instead of ‘‘householder’’ (see
appendix A for further discussion). Data for 1970 for all hous-
ing units and for units with Black household head are from the
20-, 15-, and 5-percent samples. Data for housing units with
household head of Spanish origin are limited to the 1970 cen-
sus 5-percent sample. The totals for individual items in some
tables may differ when the characteristics are derived from dif-
ferent samples. Information for the 1970 census was collected
as of April 1, 1970.

1976 and 1979 data in this report—The source of the 1976 and
1979 data shown in part A, including characteristics of hous-
ing units removed from the inventory, is published tabulations
from the 1976 and 1979 Annual Housing Surveys. Prior to 1980
the concept ‘‘head’’ was used instead of ‘*householder’’ (see
appendix A for further discussion). For some items, 1976 and
1979 data are not available. Information for the 1976 and 1979
Annual Housing Surveys was collected by personal interview
from April 1976 through March 1977, and from April 1979
through March 1980, respectively.

Derived figures (medians, etc.)—Shown in this report are
percents, means, medians, and ratios. The median, which is a
type of average, is the middle value in a distribution; i.e., the
median divides the distribution into two equal parts—one-half
of the cases fall below the median and one-half of the cases
exceed the median. Derived figures are not presented (but in-
dicated by three dots. . .} if there are less than 25 sample cases
in the distribution or the base.

Medians for rooms, persons, and years of school completed
by householder are rounded to the nearest tenth; selected
monthly housing costs as percentage of income to the nearest
percent. Travel time is rounded to the nearest minute and
distance from home to work is rounded to the nearest tenth of
a mile. Medians for value and income are rounded to the nearest
hundred dollars; rent, real estate taxes last year, monthly
mortgage payment, and selected monthly housing costs are
rounded to the nearest dollar.

In computing medians for rooms and persons per housing unit,
the whole number is used as the midpoint of the interval, for
example, the category ‘4 rooms’’ is treated as an interval rang-
ing from 3.5 to 4.5 rooms. When medians for distance and travel
time to work are computed, householders reporting ‘‘no fixed
place of work’’ are excluded. Units reporting ‘‘no cash rent’’ are
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excluded from the computation of median rent; for selected
monthly housing costs as percentage of income, units in the
category " ‘‘not computed’’ are excluded. ‘‘Not reported’
categories are excluded from the computation of medians.
The median number of school years completed by the
householder was computed after the statistics on years of school
completed had been converted to a continuous series of numbers
{e.g., completion of the: 1st year of high school was treated as
completion of the 9th year and completion of the 1st year of
college as completion of the 13th year). Householders com-
pleting a given school year were assumed to be distributed evenly
within the interval from 0.0 to 0.9 of the year. Because of the
inexact assumption as to the distribution within an interval, the
median school years completed is more appropriately used for
comparing different groups and the same group at different dates
than as an absolute measure of educational attainment.
* The medians presented for 1983 are generally computed on
the basis of the distributions as shown in the tables. As a result,
‘a'median or percent for the same characteristic and universe may
vary somewhat between tables. The medians for 1976 and 1 979
‘are also computed on the basis of the distributions as shown
in’ the tables in this report. In addition to variations between
tables, many of the 1976 and 1979 medians differ from those
previously published for small universes where the published
'distribution has changed between 1976, 1979, and 1983. The
medians presented for 1970 are computed on the basis of the
‘distributions as tabulated in 1970, which are sometimes more
‘detailed than the distributions shown in this report.
* When the median falls in the lower terminal category of an
‘open-ended distribution, the method of presentation is to show
‘the initial value of the next category followed by a minus sign;
‘for example, if the median falls in the category ‘‘Less than
$10,000," it is shown as ‘’$10,000—."" When the median falls
in the upper terminal category of an open-ended distribution, the
method of presentation is to show the initial value of the ter-
‘minal category followed by a plus sign; for example, if the
‘median falls in the category ‘$300,000 or more,"’ it is shown
f’a's *$300,000+."

-Symbols— A dash (—) signifies zero or a number which rounds
to zero. Three dots (. . .) in a data column mean not applicable
.or that the base for a derived figure is too small for it to be shown.
The symbol ‘‘/NA’' means not available.

Boundanes The data shown in this report relate to the areas
“as defined for the 1970 census. See appendix A for a discus-
snon of these areas. Additional information and definitions of
the 1970 boundaries are given in the 1970 Populatlon Census
PC(1) A reports.

.List of SMSA reports from the Annual Housmg Survey —The
~SMSA surveys are conducted in 60 selected SMSA's originally

divided into groups of approximately 20 each, with a group to
_be interviewed every 3 years on a rotating basis. The SMSA’s
- are-no longer surveyed according to the original three groups.

A listing of the SMSA’s by the original three groups is included
win this introduction. The years for which reports are currently
+ available for individual SMSA's are provided on this listing.

w

Reports from the Annual Housing Survey— Reports from the AHS
metropolitan area samples are published under Series H-170.
Any supplemental SMSA reports are published under Series
H-171. .

Reports from the AHS natlonal sample are published. under
Series H-150. Any supplemental national reports are published
under Series H-151. Data for the national reports are collected
every other year from a sample of housing units that is inde-
pendent of the sample of housing units used to produce the
SMSA ‘reports. The national reports present statistics for the
United States by inside and outside SMSA’s and for each of four
census regions. The first national AHS was .conducted from
August.to December 1973. The Series H-150 reports are cur-
rently produced in six volumes (parts A through F). Much of the
data in the national report series is similar to that found in this

_ and other SMSA reports, -Content of the reports does vary

however, between the Series H-150 and H-170 reports and be-
tween survey years within each series due to changing data
requirements. :

ADDITIONAL DATA

Unpublished tabulations— A large number of tabulations, not in-
cluded in the published reports, have been prepared to meet
special needs of both national (Series H-150.-and H-151) and
SMSA (Series H-170 and H-171) data users. These unpublished
data are available in two forms. Paper photocopies are available
for specific tables at the cost of reproduction. . Microfilm/
microfiche copies of these unpublished data are also available
on a cost-per-reel basis. An index of the data available can be
obtained free of charge. These data may be obtained by con-
tacting the Housing Division, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233.
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Public;use microdata files—For the data users whose needs are

not met by the available tabulations, the Census Bureau also has
made\avallable computerized microdata (individual respondent

‘records) from both the SMSA and national samples Except for

names,and addresses, the AHS microdata provnde essentially
all thej information obtained from each household or vacant unit,
The Census Bureau’s confidentiality guidelines prescribe that in-
dwnduals and specific addresses remain anonymous.

Confidentiality guidelines further prescrlbe that lndlwdual
records cannot be associated with areas having fewer than
250,000 people based on.1970 census results. The natlonal files
identify the four census regions, each SMSA of 250,000 or more
population (central city residence is also identified where possi-
ble}), metropolitan/nonmetropolitan residence, and urban/rural
resndence The SMSA data files contain all SMSA samples ex-
cept Saginaw, MI, which contained less than the 250,000 re-
quired 1970 population. Central cities are identified for 42 of
the 59 SMSA'’s.

Microdata computer tapes from the Annual Housing Survey
are avallable on a cost-per-reel basis from Data User Services
Division, Customer Services (Tapes), Bureau of the Census,
Washington, D.C. 20233.
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Microfiche of published reports — Microfiche copies for national
and SMSA published reports are available from Data User
Services Division, Customer Services (Microfiche), Bureau of the
Census, Washington, D.C. 20233.

DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES

The 1983 Annual Housing Survey was conducted by inter-
viewers who made personal visits to each sample unit and ob-
tained the information from the occupants, or if the unit was
vacant, from informed persons (landlords, rental agents, or
knowledgeable neighbors). The information reported by the in-
terviewer reflected the situation at the time of the survey, which
began in April 1983 through December 1983 (see paragraph
‘‘Sample size’’). '

.Data were collected for sample housing units located in the
counties and independent cities that make up the 13 SMSA'’s
interviewed for the 1983 AHS. A sample of housing units was
selected in these areas from the 1970 census and updated, by
a sample of addresses from building permits, to include hous-
ing units added since 1970. Estimates of the counts and
characteristics of the 1983 inventory were obtained for these
sample units.

For the estimates of losses (housing units removed) fromthe ~ "~

1979 housing inventory, the interviewer located the address of
the 1979 sample unit. If this sample unit no longer existed or
no longer was a separate housing unit, the disposition of the
unit was determined; e.g., lost through means such as demoli-
tion, disaster, merger, or conversion to nonresidential use.

A more detailed description of the survey design and sampling
procedures can be found in appendix B.

PROCESSING PROCEDURES

The questionnaires used for the 1983 Annual Housing Survey
were of the conventional type on which the interviewer recorded
the information by marking a precoded check box or by writing
in the entries. Census clerks edited and coded the questibnnairqs.
The information from the questionnaires was data keyed directly
to magnetic tape which was processed on the Census Bureau's
computers through a number of editing and tabulating steps. A
facsimile of the questionnaire appears at the end of appendix A.

The 1979 characteristics of housing units removed from the
inventory (losses) were obtained by matching those housing
units to the 1979 Annual Housing Survey records. The 1979

List of SMSA Reports From the Annual Housing Survey by Original Publication Groups

) Years for Years for Years for
which reports which reports which reports
Group A are published Group B are published Group C are published
19— 19— 19—
Albany-Schenectady- Atlanta, GA ;. . ... .. 75, 78, 82 Allentown-Bethlehem-
Troy, NY .. ... . ..., 74, 77, 80 Chicago, IL .. ....... 75. 79, 83 Easton, PA-NJ . ... .... 76, 80
Anaheim-Santa Ana- Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN . . .. 75, 78, 82 Baltimore, MD . . ....... 76, 79, 83
Garden Grove, CA . ... 74, 77, 81 Colorado Springs, CO ... 75, 78 Birmingham, AL........ 76, 80
Boston, MA ... ....... 74, 77, 81 Columbus, OH .. ... .. 75, 78, 82 Buffalo, NY .. ......... 76, 79
Dallas, TX .. 0. .. ... .. 74, 77, 81 Hartford, CT ........ 75, 79, 83 Cleveland, OH . ;... .... | '76,79 "
Detroit, MI . .. ........ 74, 77, 81 Kansas City;: MO-KS . ... 75, 78, 82 Denver, CO ........... 76, 79, 83
Fort Worth, TX ....... 74, 77, 81 Miami, FL .. ........ 75, 79, 83 Grand Rapids, MI. . ..... 76, 80
Los Angeles-Long Milwaukee, WI . ... .. 75, 79 Honolulu, HI .. ........ 76, 79, 83
Beach, CA.......... 74, 77, 80 New Orleans, LA .. ... 75, 78, 82 Houston, TX .......... 76, 79, 83
Madison, WI* . ....... 75, 77, 81 Newport News- Indianapolis, IN ........ 76, 80
Memphis, TN-AR . .. ... 74, 77, 80 Hampton, VA .. .... 75, 78 Las Vegas, NV ........ 76, 79
Minneapolis- Paterson-Clifton- Louisville, KY-IN ....... 76, 80, 83
St.Paul, MN ........ 74, 77, 81 Passaic, NJ .. ...... 75, 78, 82 New York, NY . . ....... 76, 80, 83
Newark, NJ . ......... 74, 77, 81 Philadelphia, PA-NJ . . . 75, 78, 82 Oklahoma City,
Orlando, FL......+.... 