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GENERAL

This report presents statistics on housing
and household characteristics, from the
1977-1978 Annual Housing Survey con-
ducted in 20 selected standard metro-
politan statistical areas (SMSA's). For a
list of these SMSA's, see page XVIII. The
Annual Housing Survey was designed to
provide a current series of information on
the size and composition of the housing
inventory, the characteristics of its
occupants, the changes in the inventory
resulting from new construction and from
losses, the indicators of housing and

neighborhood quality, and the charac-
teristics of recent movers. The survey,
performed for the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, is author-
ized under sections 501 and B02{d},
502(e), and 502{f) of the Housing and
Urban Development Act of 1870, Title
12, United States Code 1701z-1 and
17012-2. The Bureau of the Census is
authorized under Title 31, United States
Code, section 686, to perform special
work or services for Federal agencies.

The statistics presented in this report
are based on information from a sample
of housing units. The information for the
survey was collected by personal inter-
view from April 1977 through February
1978.

A separate report is issued jointly by
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the Bureau of the
Census for each of the 20 SMSA's in the
1977-1978 survey. Each report consists
of five parts. Part A presents statistics on
general housing characteristics, part B on
indicators of housing and neighborhood
quality, part C on financial charac-
teristics, part D on recent mover house-
holds, and part F on financial charac-
teristics cross-classified by indicators of
housing and neighborhood quality. (Part
E is published only for the national
sample.)

The content and procedures of the
Annuat Housing Survey were determined
after consu!tation with a variety of users
of housing data and through field pre-
testing. The data for many of the subjects
covered in this report are the same as
those collected in the 1970 Census of
Housing; in general, these data are com-
parable to those shown in the 1970

census reports. In addition, a number of
new items were introduced in this survey
on subjects such as breakdowns in equip-
ment, the physical condition of the
structure, neighborhood conditions and
services, distance and travel time from
home to work for the household head,
storm windows and doors, and insulation.

More detailed information on the
technical and procedural matters covered
in the text of this report can be obtained
by writing to the Director, Bureau of the
Census, Washington, D.C. 20233.

Sample size.—The statistics presented in
this report are based on a sample of
housing units and are, therefore, subject
to sampling variability. Two different
sample sizes were employed in the
1977-1978 survey. The largest SMSA
from each of the 4 geographic regions was
represented by a sample of about 15,000
designated housing units which was
evenly divided between the central city or
cities and the balance of the respective
SMSA: ie., the area not in central cities.
These SMSA’s were Boston, Mass,,
Detroit, Mich., Los Angeles-Long Beach,
Calif., and Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va. All
remaining SMSA's were each represented
by a sample of about 5,000 designated
housing units which was divided between
the central city or cities and the balance
of the respective SMSA based on the
proportionate distribution of all housing
units in the entire SMSA.

The sample was selected from units
enumerated in the 1970 census and up-
dated to include units constructed since
1970. Detailed information on the sample
design, size of sample, estimation pro-
cedure, and sampling variability

XV
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associated with these data is “given in
appendix B.

Organization of the text. The text con-
sists of this introduction and appendixes
A and B, which appear after the data
tables, Appendix A describes the geo-
graphic area classifications and provides
definitions and explanations of the sub-
jects covered in this report. The subject
location {parts A, B, C, D or F) precedes
the subject definitions in appendix A.
Appendix B presents information on
sample design, estimation, and accuracy
of the data..

Content of the tables.—A .series of stand-
ard tables.presents data for housing units
for each area shown in the report. |n this
group of SMSA’s, separate data are shown
for “in central cities” and “not in central
cities,”” as well as for the SMSA as a
whole, In parts A, B, C, and F, the prefix
fetter “A™ has been assigned to the tables
for the SMSA as a whole, “B" to tables
for *in central cities,”” and "'C" to tables
for “not in central cities.”” The numbers
presented in the tables are published in
whole numbers but rounded to the
nearest hundred, Characteristics for some
items may not add to the total due to
rounding. tt

In part A on general housing charac-
teristics, tables 1 and 2 present sélected
housing characteristics for 1977, 1974,
and 1970; table 3, characteristics of new
construction units, and table 4, 1974
characteristics of housing units removed
from the housing inventory.’ The same
general subject content presented “in
tables 1 and 2 is also presented for
households with Black household head in
tables 5 and 6 and for households with
head of Spanish origin in tables 7 and 8.

tn part B on indicators of housing and
neighborhood quality, tables 1 to 4
present characteristics for owner- and
renter-occupied housing units, tables 6 to
8 present characteristics for owner- and
renter-occupied housing units with Black
household head, tables 9 to 12 present
characteristics for owner- and ‘renter-
occupied housing units ‘with household
head  of Spanish origin, and tablte 13
presents characteristics for vacant year-
round housing units;
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tn part C on financial characteristics,
table 1 presents characteristics of owner-
and renter-occupied housing units by
income of the family or primary indi-
vidual; table 2 presents characteristics for
owner-occupied, one-family homes by
value of .property; and tabie 3 presents
characteristics of renter-occupied housing
units by gross rent. The same .subject
content as shown in tables 1 to 3 is
presented for housing units with Black
household head in tables 4 to 6 and for
housing units with household head of
Spanish origin in tables 7 to 9.

in part D on recent mover households,
table 1 presents characteristics of all
occupied housing wunits. and units
occupied by recent movers {households
that moved into their units during the 12
months prior to the interview). Tables 2
to 9 present characteristics of the present
unit far recent mover households cross-
classified by characteristics of. the
previous unit. The same subject content
as shown in tables 1 to 9 is presented for
housing units with Black househald head
in tables 10 to 18 and for housing units
with household head of Spanish origin in
tables 19 to 27, .

In part F, the tables show cross-
tabulations of the indicators of housing
and neighborhood quality by income,
value, and gross rent. Tables 1 to 4 present
characteristics of owner- and renter-
occupied housing units by income of the
family or primary individual; tables 5 to 8
present characteristics of owner-occupied,
one-family homes by value of property;
and tables 9 to 12 present characteristics
of renter-occupied housing units by gross
rent. The same subject content as shown
in tables 1 to 12 is presented for house-
holds with Black household head in tables
13 to 24 and for Households with head of
Spanish origin in tables 25 to 36. °

1970 data in this report.—The source of
the 1970 data shown in part A is both
published and unpublished tabulations
from the 1970 Census of Population and
Housing, For some items, 1970 data are
not shown because they are not available.
Data for 1970 for all housing units and
for units with Black household head are
from the 20-, 15-, and 5-percent samples.

Data for housing units with' household
head of Spanish origin are limited to the
1970 census 5-percent sample. The totals
for individual items in some tables may

-differ when the characteristics are derived

from different samples. Information for
the 1970 census was collected as o
April 1; 1970, )

1974 data in this report.—The source of
the 1974 data shown in part A, including
characteristics of units lost from the
inventory, is published tabulations: from
the® 1974 Annual Housing Survey. For
some items, 1974 data are not available.
Information for the 1974 Annual Housing
Survey was collected by personal’ inter-
views from April 1974 through March
1975,

Derived figures (medians, etc.}.—Shown
in this report are percents, means,
medians, and ratios. The median, which is
a type of average, is the middle value in a
distribution; i.e., the median divides the
distribution into two equal parts—
one-half the cases fall below the median
and one-half the cases exceed the median.
Derived figures are not presented {but
indicated by three dots...) if there are
less than 25 sample cases in the distri-
bution or the base. .

Medians for rooms, persons, and years
of school completed by head are rounded
to the nearest tenth; selected monthly
housing costs as precentage of income to
the nearest percent. Travel time is
rounded to the nearest minute and dis-
tance from home to work'is rounded to
the nearest tenth mile. Medians for value
and income are rounded to the nearest
hundred dollars; rent, - real estate taxes
last year, and selected monthly housing
costs are rounded to the nearest dollar.

In computing medians for rooms and
persons per housing unit, the whaole
number is used as the midpoint of the
interval; for example, the category "4
rooms” is treated as ‘an interval ranging
from 3.5 up to 4.5 rooms. When com-
puting medians for distance and travel
time to work, household heads reporting
“no fixed place of work” are excluded.
Units reporting “‘no cash rent” are ex-
cluded from the computation of median
rent; for selected monthly housing costs




INTRODUCTION—Continued

as percentage of income, units in the
category “not computed” are excluded.
“Not reported”’ categories are excluded
from the computation of medians.

The median number of school years
completed by .the head of the household
was computed after the statistics.on years
of school completed had been converted
to a continuous series of numbers (e.g.,
completion of the 1st year of high.school
was treated as completion of the 9th year
and completion of the 1st year of college
as completion of the 13th year).. Heads
completing a given school year were
assumed to be distributed .evenly .within
the interval from 0.0 to 0.9 of the year.
Because of the inexact assumption as to
the distribution within an interval, the
median school years completed is more
appropriately used for comparing
different groups and the same group at
different dates than as an absolute
measure of educational attainment.

The medians presented for 1977 and
1974 are generally computed on the basis
of the distributions as shown in this-re-
port. The medians presented for 1970
are computed on the basis of the distri-
butions as tabulated in 1970, which are
sometimes more detailed than the distri-
butions shown in this report.

When the median falls in the lower
terminal category of an open-ended
distribution, the method of presentation
is to show the initial value of the next
category followed by a minus sign; for
example, if the median falls in the cate-
gory "‘Less than $5,000,” it is shown as
“$5,000—."" When the median falls in the
upper terminal category of an open-ended
distribution, the method of presentation
is to show the initial value of the terminal
category followed by a plus sign; for
example, if the median falls in the cate-
gory "'$75,000 or more,” it is shown as
*$75,000+." | “

Symbols.—A dash (—). signifies zero ora
number which rounds to zero. Three
dots [. . .} in 3 data column mean not
applicable or that the base for a derived
figure is too small for it to be shown. The
symbol “NA’ means not available.

Boundaries.—The data shown in this
report relate to the areas as defined for

the 1970 census. See appendix A for a
discussion of these areas. Additional
information and definitions of the 1970
boundaries are given in the 1970 Popu-
lation Census PC{1)-A reports.
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List”of SMSA reports from the Annual
Housing Survey.—The SMSA surveys are
conducted in 60 selected SMSA's orig-
inally divided into 3 groups of approxi-
mately ‘20 each, with 1 group to be
interviewed every 3 vears on a rotating
basis. Interviewing for the second visit to
the group A SMSA’s (which includes this
SMSA) began April 1977 and continued
through February 1978.

In 1978 these 3 groups were revised
into 4 groups of 15 each, designated as
groups 1, 1Y, tlI, and IV. A list of the
original groups follows. The number be-
side each SMSA indicates the revised
groupings. Reports have been published
for the first visit for Group A {1974},
Group B (1975}, and Group C (1976).
The survey for Group | SMSA’s was
conducted from April 1978 to March
1979.

Other reports from the Annual Housing
Survey.—For the Group B SMSA’s, part
F, on financial characteristics cross-
classified by indicators of housing and
neighborhood quality, was published ina
separate report. (Part F is not available
for the first visit of the Group A
SMSA’s) In addition to the basic reports
for each SMSA in Series H-170, one or
more supplementary reports {Series
H-171} may be published for the SMSA's,

A series of reports (H-150) similar to
Series H-170 is being published for the
United States. The da}a for the national
reports are collected once a year from an
independent sample of housing units.
Statistics are shown for the United States
by inside and outside SMSA's and for
each of the four regions. The first na-
tional survey was conducted in August to
December 1973. From the 1973 survey,
four reports {parts A-D) and a supple-
mentary report (Series H-151, No. 1)
were published. The publication program
for the 1974, 1975, 1976, and 1977
surveys included six final reports, parts
A-F; each part is published as a separate

report. Part E, published only for the
national sample, presents housing char-
acteristics of urban and rural units.

L

ADDITIONAL DA:I'A

Unpublished tabulations.—A large num-
ber of tabulations,’ not included in the
published reports, have been prepared to
meet special needs of both national
{Series H-150 and H-151) and SMSA
{Series H-170 and 'H-171} data -users.
These unpublished data are available in
two forms. Paper photocopies are avail-
able for specific tables at the-'cost of
reproduction. Microfilm copies of these
unpublished data are also available on a
cost per reel basis. An index of the data
available can be obtained free of charge.
Also available on microfilm "are cross
tabulations of data for units with Black
household heads and heads of Spanish
origin which were suppressed in the SMSA
reports due to a lack of sufficient num-
bers of sample cases. This data may be
obtained by contacting the” Housing
Division, Bureau of the Census, Wash-
ington: D.C. 20233, -

Public-use microdata files.—For the data
users whose needs are not met by the
available tabulations, the Census Bureau
also has . made available computerized
microdata {individual respondent records)
from both, the SMSA and national
samples. Except for names and addresses,
the AHS microdata provide essentially.all
the information obtained from each
household or vacant unit. The Census
Bureau's confidentiality guidelines pre-
scribe that .individuals and specific ad-
dresses remain anonymous.
Confidentiality guidelines further pre-
scribe that individual records cannot be
associated with areas having fewer than
250,000 people based on 1970 census
results. The national files identify the 4
census regions, each SMSA of 260,000 or
more, population (central city residence is
also identified where possible), metropol-
itan/nonmetropolitan residence, and
urban/rural residence. The SMSA data
files contain ail SMSA samples except
Saginaw, Mich., which contained less than
the 250,000 required 1970 population.
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GROUP A REVISED" GROUP B REVISED" GROUP C REVISED"
Albany-Schenectady- Atlanta, Ga, | Aflentown-Bethlehem-
Troy, N.Y. 1] Chicago, III. T Easton, Pa.-N.J. 1]
Anaheim-Santa Ana- Cincinnati, Ohio- Baltimore, Md. " .
Garden Grove, Ky.-Ind. I Birmingham, Ala. . I
Calit. v Colorado Springs, Colo. I Buffalo, N.Y. . I
Boston, Mass. v Columbus, Ohio I Cleveland, Ohio I
Dallas, Tex. v Hantford, Conn. ] Denver, Colo. ]
Detroit, Mich. v Kansas City, Mo.-Kans, [ Grand Rapids, Mich. 1!
Fort Worth, Tex. v Miami, Fla. il Honolulu, Hawaii H
Los Angeles-Long Milwaukee, Wis. I Houston, Tex. 1
Beach, Calif. ti New Orleans, La. | Indianapolis, lnd. 1T
Madison, Wis.** v Newport News- Las Vegas, Nev. ‘ 1
Memphis, Tenn.-Ark. Hi Hamptan, Va. | Louisville,
Minneapaolis- Paterson-Clifton- Ky.-fnd. 1]
§t. Paul, Minn, v Passaic, N.J. I New York, N.Y. I
Newark, N.J. v Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J. | Oklahoma City,
Orlando, Fla. v Partland, Oreg.-Wash. 0l Okla. ]
Phoenix, Ariz, v Rochester, N.Y. I Omaha, Nebr.-lowa "
Pittsburgh, Pa. v San Antonio, Tex. [ Providence-
Saginaw, Mich. 1] San Bernardino-Riverside- Pawtucket-Warwick,
Salt Lake City, Utah ] Dntario, Calif. | A.1.-Mass. 1]
Spokane, Wash. v San Diego, Calif. ! Raleigh, N.C. I
Tacoma, Wash, v San Francisco- Sacramento, Calif. -
Washington, D.C.- Oakland, Catif, I St. Louis, Mo.-Nll. ]]
Md .-Va, v Springfield-Chicopes- Seattle-Everett,
Wichita, Kans. v Holyoke, Mass.-Cenn. | Wash, 1

‘The‘regruuping of the SMSA's into 4 groups of 15 each began in 1978 and is shown in the revised columns.

**Included with Group B for the first interview.

Central cities are identified for 42 of the
59 SMSA's.

Microdata computer tapes from the
Annual Housing Survey are available ona
cost per reel basis from the Data User
Services Division, Bureau of the Census,
Washington, D.C. 20233.

Microfiche of published reports.—Micro-
fiche copies for national and SMSA pub-
lished reports are available from Subscriber
Services Section (Publications), Bureau of
the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233.

DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES

The 1977 Annual Housing Survey- was
conducted by interviewers who made
personal visits to each sample unit and
obtained the information from the oc-
cupants or, if the unit was vacant, from
informed persons (landiords, rental
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agents, or knowledgeable neighbors). The
information reported by the interviewer
reflected the situation at the time of the
survey, which began in April 1977 and
extended through February 1978 with
one-eleventh of the sample units being
visited each month.

Data were collected for sample hous-
ing units located in the counties and
independent cities comprising the 20
Group A SMSA's. A sample of housing
units was selected in these areas from the
1970 census and updated, by a sample of
addresses from building permits, to in-
clude housing units added since 1970.
Estimates of the counts and character-
istics of the 1977 inventory were ob-
tained for these sample units,

For the estimates of laosses from the
1974 housing inventory, the interviewer
located the address of the 1974 sample
unit. If the 1974 sampie unit no longer

existed or no longer was a separate
housing unit, the disposition of the unit
was determined; i.e., lost through means
such as demolition, disaster, merger, or
conversion to nonresidential use.

A more detailed description of the
survey design and sampling procedures
can be found in appendix B.

PROCESSING PROCEDURES

The questionnaires used for the 1977
Annual Housing Survey were of the con-
ventional type on which the interviewer
recorded the information by marking a
precoded check box or by writing in the
entries. Census clerks edited and coded
the schedules. The information from the
questionnaires was data keyed directly to
magnetic tape which was processed on
the Census Bureau's computers through a
number of editing and tabulating steps. A
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facsimile of the questionnaire appears at
the end of appendix A.

The 1974 characteristics of units lost
from the housing inventory were ob-
tained by matching those units to the
1974 Annua! Housing Survey- records.
The 1974 data for the losses were then
extracted from the 1974 Annual Housing
Survey tapes. Data on losses are shown in
part A of this report, '

QUALIFICATIONS OF THE DATA

Since the estimates in this report are
based on a sample, they may ‘differ
somewhat from the figures that would
have been obtained from a complete
census using the same schedules, instruc-
tions, and interviewers. Particular care
should be exercised, therefore, in the
interpretation of figures based on rela-
tively small numbers of sample cases as
well as small differences between figures.
As in any survey work, the results are
subject to errors of response and nonre-
porting and to sampling variability. For a
further discussion of accuracy of the data,
see appendix B.

The concepts and definitions are es-
sentially the same for those items which
appear both in this report and in the
1870 census reports. The SMSA bound-
aries are the same as those in the 1970
census, For historical comparisons and
boundary changes, refer to the census
reports of 1960 and earlier.

In making comparisons between the
1977 survey and 1970 Census of Housing
results, differences in the data may reflect
such factors as the use of direct interview
for 1977 contrasted with the extensive
use of self-enumeration in 1970, the
sample design, the estimation procedure
used, the sampling variability of the
estimates, and the processing procedures,
See the section on "“Comparability with
1870 Census of Housing data” in ap-
pendix A for further discussion,

‘Statistics on income relate to the
income of thé family or primary in-
dividual. Therefore, no data are provided
.on household income; i.e., income of
persons unrelated to the head of the
household is excluded.

Statistics for some of the character-
istics shown are based on restricted uni-

verses and, therefore, care should be
exercised in relating the statistics for one

. characteristic to another. For example,

value is restricted to owner-occupied,
one-family homes on less than 10 acres

~and no business on property. Therefore,

the totals for owner-occupied units in the
"value’ universe do not agree with the
totals for owner-occupied units for some
of the other universes such as ‘‘rooms’’ or
“persons.’”’ In addition, data for some of
the items are not comparable because of

- the different universes used. For example,

the statistics on sewage disposal in parts
B, C, and F are limited 1o *‘units occupied
3 months or longer,”” whereas decennial
census data and data in parts Aand D on
sewage disposal are shown for “all units,”
including units which were occupied less
than 3 months,

The data in parts B and F are intended
to serve as broad "indicators’’ of housing
quality and not as precise measurements.,
A housing unit, for example, that is
reported to have signs of a leaking roof or
a breakdown or failure in plumbing facili-
ties is not necessarily ‘‘inadequate” or
“poor’ housing. Conversely, a housing
unit that is reported as not having such
defects is not necessarily a house of
“good quality.” The data presented for
items such as “‘neighborhood conditions’”
and “neighborhood services’ are based on
the individual respondent’s opinion of
conditions in the neighborhood. The
respondent’s opinion may or may not
reflect the ‘‘actual’’ situation. Further-
more, two respondents in the same
neighborhood may view the same con-
dition differently; for example, one
respendent may indicate that the streets
need repair while the other does not.

Care should be exercised in the inter-
pretation of differences in the estimated
counts of Spanish-origin househalds
between the 1870 census and the Annual
Housing Survey, Differences between the
two sets of data may reflect factors such
as: (1) The use of direct interview in the
Annual Housing Survey contrasted with
the extensive use of self-enumeration in
the 1970 census; (2) differences in the
Spanish-origin classifications utilized in
the two enumerations; (3) the sampling
variability of both the 1970 5-percent
census sample estimates and the AHS

sample estimates; and {4} the specific
estimation and processing procedures
used in the 1970 census and the Annual
Housing Survey.

See appendix A for a more detailed
discussion of the definitions and qualifi-

. cations of all items in this report.

TABLES FOR MINORITY
HOUSEHOLDS

All simple distribution tables for housing
units with Black household head or
Spanish -origin household head are shown
except when that group consists of less
than 25 sample cases. All cross-
tabulations are shown except when the
minority group consists of less than 75
sample cases,

For: this SMSA, all tables for housing
units with Black household head are
shown except tables 12-18 of part D for
“not in central city.” These tables are not
shown because the AHS estimate of Black
(recent mover) households *“not in central
city” is 3,400, constituting 36 sample
cases.

All tables for Spanish-crigin house-
holds are shown except tables C-7 to C-9
of part C; 21-27 of part D for “not in
central city”; and C-25 to C-36 of part F.
These tables are not shown because the
AHS estimate of Spanish-origin house-
holds “not in central city”’ is 5,600,
co