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Change in Real GDP

Source: Based on Bureau of Economic Analysis data.
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Real GDP Growth

Annualized percent change from previous quarter

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and Blue Chip Economic Indicators 
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 Some fear the ‘W’ recovery.
 Inflation concerns, but most expect inflation to be 

contained.

 How will the fiscal stimulus package impact the 
economy?
 Expected multiplier effect of 1.2.

 Has the financial crisis been resolved?
 Some signs of improvement.
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Federal Reserve Balance Sheet: Assets
Billion Dollars

Source:  Federal Reserve Board of Governors
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 Are current farm land values sustainable?

 What is in store for loan repayment and loan 
delinquencies?

 How will commodity prices evolve?

 When will the U.S. consumer spend again?

 What is the potential demand for U.S. 
commodities in the global marketplace?
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Farm Boom Non-farm Boom

Source: USDA ERS, NASS, and author’s own calculations
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Source: 10th District Agricultural Credit Survey and Call Reports
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Oil

Corn

Source:  Commodity Resource Bureau

Price Index (2002)
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Personal Savings as a Percent of Disposable Income

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis

Percent
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U.S. Unemployment Rate

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis

Percent

Recessions
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13

Pounds per capita

Calculations based on Census and USDA data

U.S. and China Beef, Pork, and Poultry Consumption
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GDP Growth

Source: International Monetary Fund, April 2009

Annual Percent Change
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