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PREFACE

The Siatistical Abstract of the United States, published annually since 1878, is the
standard summary of statistics on the social, political, and economic organization of
the United States. It is designed to fulfill two functions: First, to serve as a con-
venient volume for statistical reference; and second, to serve as a guide to other
statistical publications and sources. The latter function is served by the introductory
text to each section, the source notes appearing below each table, and the Bibliography
of Sources (page 964),

This volume includes a selection of data from many important statistical publica-
tions, both governmental and private. The publications cited as sources usually
contain additional statistical detail and a more complete discussion of relevant defini-
tions and concepts than can be presented here. Where contributing agencies are
cited as sources, without mention of publications, more detailed information fre-
quently is available from their unpublished tabulations and records.

Emphasis in the Staiistical Absiract is given primarily to national data. Data for
regions and individual States are presented to a lesser exient.. Statistics for Terri-
tories and possessions are included in the State tables whenever available and supple-
mented by specialized information for these areas in section 33. Statistics for cities
or other relatively small geographic units appear only in a few instances. Unless
otherwise noted, statistics for the United States relate to continental United States.

1957 edition.—This edition, the 78th annual issue, presents data for the most
recent year or period available during the early part of 1957, The title year ‘1957”7
refers both to the year during which compilation of the book was made and the
year of publication. )

Each year, in addition to the normal bringing up to date of the over 1,100 tables
and charts included, new tables containing pertinent data are introduced. Data
that are less timely are eliminated and format and text changes are made where
considered advisable.

Worthy of special mention in this edition is the presentation of summary statistics
from the 1954 Censuses of Agriculture, Business, Manufactures, and Mineral In-
dustries conducted by the Bureau of the Census. Availability of these data afforded
an opportunity for important additions to several sections. Particularly affected
were section 24, Agriculture—General Statistics; section 25, Agriculture—Production
and Related Subjects; section 30, Manufactures; and section 31, Distribution and
Services.

Another section which has undergone a significant change in this edition is section
16, Banking and Finance. A number of tables relating specifically to national banks
and to gold stock and coinage were omitted in order to permit the inclusion of addi-
tional information for all banks and for commercial banks.

Of particular current interest among the new tables appearing in this edition are
several which have been abstracted from recent special studies or compilations.
These include tables relating to atomic energy programs and activities, investment in
and capacity of Federal power projects, 1956 national election campaign expenditures,
foreign travel by United States residents, and smoking behavior patterns of popula-
tion groups.

IIr



v PRETACE

A total of 92 new tables have been introduced in this edition. Following is a list
of subjects covered by some of the new tables:

Summaries from the 1054 Censuses
of Agriculture, Business, Manu-
factures, and Mincral Industries

Atomie energy programs and activi-
ties

Federal power projects

Tlection campaign expenditures in
1956 ,

Foreign travel by United States
residents

Smoking behavior patterns of popu-
lation groups

Components of change in population
and annual rates of inerease, by
States L

Tllegitimate live births, by age of
mother

Average length of life

Marriages, by previous marital status
of bride and groom

Physicians and dentists, by States

Passports issued, by object of travel

Federal expenditures for edueation

Inecome of lawyers, by age and
number of years in practice

Projection of estimated water use fo
1975

Land acreage and {otal cost of Fed-
eral real property

Projections of labor force rates to
1975

Fringe henefits of plant workers

Trade union membership, by States

Civil defense expenditures

Military pay rates

State oxpenditures for veterang
benefits

Disabled veterans

Residential rents in large cities

Averagu costs of specified medieal
serviees

Commercial-industrial activities of
the Federal Governmont

Stock ownership of individuals, by
sex, age, income, and education

Sales, assets, and profits of largest
corporations  and merchandising
firins

Profits of all manufacturing concerns
by assot size class ’

Corporate pension funds, assets, re-
ceipts, and expenditures

Bankruptey cases filed, by type and
oceupation of debtor

Newsprint  consumption by news-
papers for advertising and editorial
content

Rontal and home owner vacancy
rates

Among tables shown in the last edition, 83 were omitted from this issue. . Major
omissions ocewrred in the Banking and TFinance scction affecting figures on loans,
securities, capitalization, assets and Yabilities of national banks, and on gold stock,
coinage, and bullion value; in the Distribution and Serviees section affecting 1948
Census of Business data; in the Construction and ITousing section affecting 1950
Census of Housing data; in the Manufactures seetion uﬂ’cmtmg 1947 Census of Manu-
factures data; and in the Agriculturc—General Stutistics section affecting 1950
Census of Agriculture data. Some of the information in the omitted tables was:
absorbed in other tables still present.

Supplements to the Abstract.—The Stalistical Absiract, as an annual one-volume
publication, is of necessity limited in amount of detail shown. Businessmen, teachers
librarians, public officials, professional workers, market researchers, and ot’hers ofter;
require data for individual citics, counties, metropolitan areas, and other small areas
as well as for States. Economists, teachers, social scientists, historians, students,
and others frequently need more historical information. To meet such r;quests for
more detail, a series of supplements to the Absiract have been issued.

' T"he County and City Data Book, 1956, is designed to help satisfy the need for sta-
tistical information about counties and eities and other relatively small geographic
areas. Conveniently assembled are 133 statistical items for each county in the United
Sta,tes.and 130 statistieal items for cach of the 484 citics having 25,000 inhabitants or
more in 1950. Information comparable to that for counties; is also presented for
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geographic regions and divisions, States, and standard metropolitan areas. A special
feature is an appendix which presents selected data for Congressional Districts. Also
included are descriptive text and source notes.

This edition is the fifth in the County and City Data Book series. Many of the sta-
tistics in this volume were obtained from the results of the 1954 Censuses of Agriculture,
Business, and Manufactures. Other subjects covered include births, deaths, and
marriages; population characteristics; dwelling units; city government finances and
employment; hospitals; bank deposits; and other items of social and economic im-
portance. This volume is on sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. )

Historical Statistics of the Uniled States, 1789-1945, a historical supplement, was
published in July 1949. This volume presents, in compact form, approximately 3,000
statistical time series (mostly on an annual basis) which cover various periods from
1789 to 1945. These time series reflect economie, social, and political aspects of the
development of the Nation since the Federal Government was formally established.
In the preparation of this supplement the Bureau of the Census had the cooperation
of a special committee of the Social Science Research Council set up to advise the
Director of the Census on a source book of historical statistics and of the Committee
on Research in Economie History under the auspices of the Social Science Research
Council, This volume is on sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for $3.25.

Continuation to 1962 of Historical Statistics of ihe United Siates, 1789-1945, issued
in May 1954, presents data for 1946 to 1952 for the current series shown in Historical
Statistics, mentioned above. It also contains the latest revisions for many of the
series in Historical Statistics. This publication is also on sale by the Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for 55 cents.

Responsibility.—The contents of this volume are taken from a large number of
sources, as indicated in the list of agencies furnishing material. (See pages XII-XV.)
The Bureau of the Census cannol accept the responsibility for the accuracy or limita-
lions of the data presented here, other than for those which it collects. - However, the
responsibility for selection of the material and for proper presentation rests with the
Bureau. ) :

Many persons have written offering suggestions for improving thbe presentation of
the material. These letters have been most helpful and users are urged to continue to
make their needs known. Al suggestions will be carefully considered in planning
future editions.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED

write to the agency indicated in the source note to the table which covers the
desired subject. '
SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS

should be sent to
The Director
Bureau of the Census
Washington 25, D. C,




STATISTICAL ABSTRACT SUPPLEMENTS

County and City Date Book, 1956. A compaet presentation
of 133 items of stalistical data for each county in the’
United States, and 130 items of statistical data for each of
484 cities having 25,000 inhabitants or more in 1950.
Information comparable to that for counties is also pre-
sented for geographic regions and divisions, States, and
standard metropolitan areas. Items included based
largely on results of 1954 Censuses of Agriculture, Business,
and Manufactures. Includes 51 maps, explanatory and
definitive text, and source notes. Issued 1957 (Buckram).

Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-1945. A
supplement to the Statistical Abstract, prepared with the
cooperation of the Social Science Research Council. A
compilation of about 3,000 statistical time series, largely
annual, extending back through time to the earliest year
for whieh figures are available. Includes definitions of
terms and deseriptive text. Specific source notes provide
a basic guide to original published sources for further
reference and additional data. Detailed alphabetical sub-
ject index. 363 pages. Issued 1949. TFifth printing.’
Price $3.25 (Buckram).

Continuation to 1952 aof Historical Statistics of the United
States, 1789-1946. Carries forward and presents revisions
of the statistical time series contained in Historical Statistics
of the United Stales, 1789~1946. Designed especially for
use in conjunction with the Historical Statistics volume.
79 pages. Issued 1954. Price 55 cents.

Purchase orders should be addressed to the Superintendent
of Documents, U. 8. Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington 25, D. C.
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(co-op.), 734, 735-736 (co-op.), 737
Coast and Geodetic Survey:
194
Maritime Administration:
759, 762, 763
Office of Business Yconomics:
184, 185 (part), 360-367, 368 (co-
op.), 870-872, 374, 375, 377, 392,
399, 462, 561 (part), 562 (part), 565,
585, 586, 595-597, 602, 604 (co-op.),
605, 608 (co-op.), 609, 613, 741, 904
(part), 1081 (part), 1082, 1088, 1096,
1108, 1112-1118, 1122,1164
Patent Office:
622, 623
Weather Bureau:
205-217
Congress:
Clerk of the House:
415, 416, 417 (part), 418, 419, 421
(part), 422, 429 (part), 430 (part)
Joint Committee on Printing:
427, 428
Library of Congress:
429 (part), 653
Senate Library:
430 (part)
Senate Subcommittee on Privileges and
Elections:
432, 433
Defense:
286, 287, 289, 606
© Air Force:
296
Army:
298, 299, 740, 748-753
Navy:
290 (part), 294, 295
Executive Office of the President:
Bureau of the Budget:
284, 285, 437-442, 481, 979
Council of Economic Advisers:
267, 359, 368 (co-op.)

X111

Farm Credit Administration:
537-539
Federal Civil Defense Administration:
288
Federal Communications Commission:
633 (part), 635, 637639, 641-646
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation:
524-529
Federal Home Loan Bank Board:
533, 534, 541, 542, 544, 545, 1007-1009
Federal Power Commission:
410, 411, 655-662, 664
Federal Trade Commission:
600 (co-op.), 616618
General Services Administration:
220-223
Health, Education, and Welfare:
Office of Education:
133-168, 1153
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation:
352, 353
Public Health Service:
5664, 65 (part), 68-86, 91-98, 697,
698, 1031, 1151
Social Security Administration:
174 (part), 814-320, 322-327, 340-
347, 349-351, 548, 580 (part), 589,
590 (co-op.)
Housing and Home Finance Agency:
Federal National Mortgage Associa~
tion:
531
Public Housing Administration:
986989
Interior:
218 (part)
Alaska Railroad:
718
Bureau of Indian Affairs:
232
Bureau of Land Management:
218 (part), 224231
Bureau of Mines:
654, 921, 923, 924, 929-034, 936959,
961, 962, 964-970, 1051, 1158
Bureau of Reclamation:
770, 773
Fish and Wildlife Service:
879 (part), 895, 896, 908-920
Geological Survey:
196, 198-202, 935
National Park Service:
233-236
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Interstate Commerce Commission:
600-713, 715-717, 719, 720, 724-727,
738, 739

Justice:

Bureau of Prisons:
186-192
Tederal Bureau of Investigation:
169-173, 174 (part), 175
Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice: '
104-1186, 119124

Labor:

‘Bureau of Employees’ Compensation:
479 ,

Bureau of Employment Security:
328-334

Bureau of Labor Statisties: ;
246-250, 252, 264-286, 268270,
272-276, 278-283, 368 (co-0p.), 373,
395-398, 400, 401, 402 (co-op.), 403,
405-409, 412, 413, 677, 733 (co-0p.),
761, 904 (part), 922 (part), 975-978,
985, 990-993, 1067, 1097

National Forest Reservation Commission:
888

National Science Foundation:

607 )

Panama Canal Company:

. THL TES :

Post Office Department:

547, 624-632

The President’s Commission on Veterans’

Pensions:
292, 293

SOURCE AGENCIES AND TABLE NUMBERS

Puerto Rico Department of Labor:
1169
Puerto Rico Planning Board:
1165-1168, 1171 (co-op.)
Railroad Retirement Board:
335-337
Securities and Exchange Commission:
546, 556, 559, 561 (part), 564, 567, 592,
600 (co-op.), 603, 604 (co-op-)
Selective Service System:
297, 300
State:
Bureau of International Organization
Affairs:
1185
International Cooperation Administra-
tion:
1119-1121, 1123
Tariff Commission:
1049 )
Treasury: :
435, 436, 446, 463-468, 510, 511
Bureau of Customs:
764-767, 1124 (part), 1142 (part),
1143, 1146
Bureau of the Mint:
960
Comptroller of the Currency:
513-515 ,
Internal Revenue Service:
443-445, 447461, 587, 591, 593, 594,
601, 1026-1028, 1030, 1111
United States Coast Guard:
290 (part)
Veterans Administration:
301-304, 306-313

Nongovernment Agencies

Air Transport Association of America:
730
American Bar Foundation:
188, 185 (part)
American Bureau of Shipping:
760 i
American Gas Association:
667-672, 1076 (part)
American Hospital Association:
89 (part), 90
Ameriean Iron and Steel Institute:
1057, 1058, 1059 (part), 1060, 1061,
1063 (part), 1064 ‘
American Medical Association:
89 (part)

American Telephone and Telegraph Co.:
633 (part), 634
American Transit Association:
721, 723
American Wood Preservers’ Association:
906 (co-op.)
Anderson, Odin W., Health Information
Foundation:
87, 88
Association of American Railroads:
714 ‘
Automobile Manufacturers Association:
689, 691 (part)
R. R. Bowker Co.:
652



SOURCE AGENCIES AND TABLE NUMBERS

Boy Scouts of America:
348 (part)

Bureau of Advertising of American News-

paper Publishers Association:

1106

Bus Transportation:
722 (part)

Commercial and Financial Chronicle:
557, 566

Congressional Quarterly News Features:
431, 434

Council of State Governments:
424

F. W. Dodge Corporation:
980, 981

Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.:
610-612, 614, 615

Edison Electric Institute:
663, 665

Editor and Publisher:
651

Electrical Merchandising:
1076 (part)

Engineering and Mining Journal:
922 (part)

Engineering News Record:
983, 984

Fleet Owner:
722 (part)

Fortune:
588

Girl Scouts of the U. 8. A.:
348 (part)

CGoldsmith, R. W.:
393, 394

Governmental Affairs Institute:
423

The Health Insurance Council:
579, 580 (part)

Institute of Life Insuranee:

Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.:
66, 67 :

Moody’s Investors’ Service:
563

National Association of Hosiery Manu-

facturers:

1046

National Board of Fire Underwriters:
582, 583

National Bureau of Economic Research:
277, 376, 562 (part)

National Canners Association:
1024

National Council of the Churches of

Christ in the United States of
America:
53-55
National Fertilizer Association:
814 (part)
National Industrial Conference Board:
404
National Plant Food Institute:
814 (part)
National Lumber Manufacturers Associ-
ation:
899
New York Stock Exchange:
555, 569, 570

Printers’ Ink Publications:
1104, 1105, 1107 (part)
Rich, Wilmer Shields, American Founda~
tions Information Service:
357, 358
The Spectator:
571, 572, 577, 578, 581, 584, 695
Tanners’ Council of America:
1047
Tide Magazine:
1107 (part)
United Community Funds and Couneils

573-575 L
The Iron Age: of America, Ine.:

922 (part) 355, 356
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping: United States Savings and Loan League:

768 543
Magazine Advertising Bureau: Western Union Telegraph Co.:

1109, 1110 640

International

International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development:
1184

United Nations (Statistical Office):
1172-1183
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