USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT
2012 CALENDAR

INCLUDES PROGRESS REPORT
INFORMATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011
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JANUARY 2012

SDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic develop new job opportunities, allowing businesses and
opportunity and improve the quality of life for all rural cooperatives to remain viable in a changing economy.
Americans.
Additionally, Community Development Programs operate special
Rural Development Utilities Programs address rural residents’ need initiatives to demonstrate effective community development
for basic services such as clean running water, sewers and waste techniques and address unique and pressing economic
disposal, electricity, and telecommunications. Housing Programs development issues.
address the need for single-family, multi-family and farm labor
housing. Community Facilities Programs help rural communities USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.
build or expand vital community facilities, such as health clinics, ) ) ) ) ) )
Photo at right :  Street sign to symbolize USDA is proud to invest in our small towns, to help

fire _and police stations, !'bra”es' schools, and day care centers. create jobs, support economic growth and build thriving communities where folks want to
Business Programs provide help to rural areas that need to live, work, and raise their families.
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INVESTMENTS MADE IN SOUTH DAKOTA - HSCAL YEAR 2011
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unding assistance is provided through direct or
guaranteed loans, grants, technical assistance,
research and educational materials for utilities,
housing, business, and renewable energy programs.

Often, USDA Rural Development works in partnership
with state, local, and tribal governments, as well as
rural businesses, cooperatives, and non-profit agencies
to leverage funding. USDA Rural Development programs
create or preserve rural jobs, enable rural Americans to
buy homes and help low-income rural residents rent
apartments or other housing.

USDA Rural Development programs are provided across

the nation through 47 state offices and 800 area and
local offices.

The South Dakota State Office is located in Huron,
Beadle County, and maintains area offices in Aberdeen,
Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Watertown, and
Yankton.

“Creating vibrant, economically sustainable communities is like solving a
jigsaw puzzle. Success depends on interlocking pieces supplied by local
residents, leaders, businesses and institutions. And where gaps exist, USDA
programs can be an important tool to provide linkage and fill the gaps to make
the picture complete,” said State Director Elsie M. Meeks pictured at right.
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Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe (CRST)-Telephone Authority was the first Native Ametican owned €ompany.to utilize the loan process'from the Rural Electric Administration (REA). Through 50

plus years of progression, the company has worked hard to provide the:-most modern state of the art telecommunications Services that are currently available to its customers. The

company has over 1,800 miles of buriéd underground copper-cable thatoffers continuous and reliable servige'ddfing the harsh Wlnter weather of the South Dakota plains. The company
erwce area today consists of 4,600 square miles, including 20 communities, and over 3,400 subscribers:

Th gh 50 plus years of operation, the CRST Telephone Authority has proven itself to be an American Indian business leaderinsmany.areas.
J

Photo I!WKevm Keckler — CRST Tribal Chairman, lone Lee — Elder, USDA Rural Development State Director Elsie’M. Meeks,Jvan Bruguier - CRST Telephone Author}@r
¥

Red Fao hairwoman and Elder.
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Americans for their economic well-being and

quality of life. USDA Rural Development’s Electric
Program makes loans and loan guarantees to finance
the construction of electric distribution, transmission
and generation facilities, including systems
improvements and replacements required to furnish and
import electric service in rural areas.

R eliable, affordable electricity is essential to rural

USDA Rural Development continues to provide many
programs for financing rural telecommunications
infrastructure, which are administered by regional
representatives. The Traditional Telephone Loan
program consists of hardship, cost of money, and
guaranteed loans that finance voice telephone service.

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

The Broadband Access Loan and Loan Guarantee
provides financing for the construction, improvement,
and acquisition of facilities and equipment for
broadband service in rural communities.

Broadband Community Connect Grants provide a critical
link between essential community facilities in areas
where no broadband service currently exists. The
Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant and Loan
program helps improve access to education and medical
services enjoyed in urban areas.

Photo at right: Photo of electric lines that signify the importance electricity
has in our every day lives.
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CELEBRATE THE EARTH

“A BILLION ACTS OF GREEN” - TOGETHER. WE CAN CREATE A GREENER FUTURE

TB Billien Acke @
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One Billion Acts of Green
Begins With You And Me
By: Bridger Gordon
Sturgis Elementary 3" Grade

When vou think of a billion, it's
overwhelming. You think that you could never
do a billion things. But if we all do 1,10, or 100
acts of green, they adid up. Soon i billion acts of
areen will have happened.

Acts of green can be simple, like recycling
cams and newspapers or planting a tree. Or, they
can be challenging, like planting 600 trees or
walking everywhere instead of driving a car,

Being green is important because it helps
save energy, keep our water and air clean, and
protect our environment. We want future
generations (o be able Lo enjoy a clean, healthy
earth.

My family and T do things like picking up
and recyeling cans in the ditch. Also, we've
planted many trees on our frm.

Other acts of green I do arc taking shorter
showers, using less paper or napkins, and
making sure lights and computers are off when
not being used. We all can easily do 10 of these

Pictured above is Assistant Administrator for the Water and Environmental Program
Jacqueline M. Ponti-Lazaruk (Washington, DC), Sierre Fisher — 5t grade essay
winner, Bridger Gordon - 5t grade essay winner, and Rural Development State
Director Elsie M. Meeks.

A Billion Acts of Green g

1 Think that we should be green because so many
people litter. In the ocean a plastic bag is commonly
mistaken to be a jellyfish, which is a sea turtles favorite
snack. Littering puts a thousand of species in danger
including us. Littering pollutes the air that we breath.
Oxygen is made by trees, and paper is also made by
trees. If we keep cutting down tree by tree by tree for
paper there won't be any trees left to provide us with
oxygen. Which means we won't be able to breathe,
Recycling is so imp b we can make
thousands of things with recycled paper such as: more
paper, penclls, plastic bags and so on. If we reuse we
would need lease paper which means we will have
more trees. We could reduce by turning off lights and
water when there not being used. Doing these things
will p h is of sp from being harmed.

That's why | thinks it's important to reduce reuse and
recycle.

Seive Xysd
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Photo: Lead Fire Protection District....pictured left to right Mitch

Roberts, Staff Assistant Ray Black, Police Officer Ray Bubb, SD Division of Wildland & Fire Tim Eggers, Melanie Bond-Cross -fire fighter, Tim Potts - USDA Rural Development Area
Director, Dennis Schumacher - fireman, Jerry Apa- President of Fire Protection, Dusty Pinske - First Interstate Bank, Rick Wisser — Secretary/Treasurer for Lead Fire Protection District, Elsie
Meeks - State Director USDA Rural Development, Samantha Childress - First Interstate Bank, Mark Haugen — Senator John Thune’s Field Representative, John Tridle - fire protection board,
Mike Stahl-City Administrator, Tom Nelson — Mayor, and Ron Green.




MAY

ssential community infrastructure is key
to ensuring that rural areas enjoy the

same basic quality of life services
enjoyed by those in urban areas. USDA Rural
Development’s Community Facilities Program
offers grants, direct loans and loan
guarantees to develop or improve essential
community services and facilities in rural
areas.

Public bodies and non-profit organizations can
use the funds to construct, expand or
improve facilities in rural areas of up to
20,000 that provide health care, education,
public safety, and public services, including

2012

hospitals, clinics, senior care facilities, child
care, fire and rescue stations, police stations,
community centers, vocational and medical
rehabilitation centers, group homes, schools,
cultural facilities, and public transportation.

These facilities not only improve the basic
guality of life, but also increase the
competitiveness of rural communities in
attracting and retaining businesses.

Photo: David Green - Custer County’s Planning & Economic
Development Director gave Assistant Administrator for the
Water & Environmental Program Jacqueline M. Ponti-Lazaruk
(Washington, DC) a transformation tour of the Custer County
Courthouse.
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McDaniel Family Reach Home Ownership Goal

Pictured below front row left to right Sharon Stroschein — Senator Tim Johnson’s Staff, Mark
Lauseng — South Dakota Housing Development Authority, Jeff Mitchell - Homes Are Possible,
Inc., new homeowners Janis, Teagan, and Tucker McDaniel, Rural Development State Director
Elsie M. Meeks, and Lori Finnesand — Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program;
back row left to right Dylan Kessler — Senator John Thune’s Staff, Rural Development Area
Director Bruce Jones, Rural Development Specialist Roxanne Woodring, and Paula Hier - First
Premier Realty.

New Homeowners Enjoy Their Home

Pictured at left - left to right back row Rural Development Housing
Director Roger Hazuka, Rural Development Area Specialist Shannon
Kleinsasser, James Valley Housing Board Member Barry Cranston;
middle row homeowners Tha Dah and Kyu Klu along with their son,
and bottom row James Valley Housing Executive Director Larry Koral
and Rural Development State Director Elsie Meeks.

Success is an Option

Home Accommodates Family’s Needs

Pictured above left to right Diane Byer - Specialist, Tonya Clyde’s
children and grandmother, and standing behind her family is new
homeowner Tonya Clyde.

s

1,324 South Dakota
families/individuals
were assisted in
obtaining the
American dream of
homeownership.

71 South Dakota
families/individuals
were assisted in
making essential
home repairs and
energy efficient
upgrades.

2,586 South Dakota
families/individuals
enjoyed quality
rental housing.

Photo above is Tha Dah family home
located in Huron, SD.
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ell-built, affordable housing is
essential to the vitality of rural
communities. USDA Rural

Development’s Rural Housing Programs give
households and individuals the opportunity to
buy, build, or repair their homes in rural areas
under 20,000 in population. Eligibility for these
loans, loan guarantees, and grants is based on
family income and varies according to the
median income for each county.

The Mutual Self-Help Housing Program enables
low-income families to work together to

become homeowners by helping to build their
own homes. Their ‘sweat equity’ becomes their
down payment.

Home improvement loans and grants help low-
income families and individuals, often elderly,
remove health and safety hazards from their
homes or add safety features that will improve
their quality of life.

Photo at right: Rural Development Specialist Roxanne Woodring
listens to HAPI Executive Director Jeff Mitchell speak about the
importance of partnerships.
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Huron c.=— ‘
Apartments Pt Apstmente oo - lngion. 50

USDA Rural Development provided Multi-Family Housing loan and
grant funds for the repair/rehab of the 35-unit family designated

91 0 1 5th St SW complex.

Apt - #2 1 1 . - [ & Photo above shows a unit with a renovated kitchen area and the photo below shows another unit’s

605‘554‘1060 . W SIS hcyly remodeled bedroom.

EQUAL HOUSING

TTY 1-800-877-1113 ‘ OPPORTUNITY

FINANCED BY:

USDA

RURAL DEVELOPMENT / RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Huron Associates - Huron Apartments - Huron, SD

USDA Rural Development provided Multi-Family Housing loan and
Multi-Family Housing Revitalization funding for the repair/rehab of
the 59-unit family designated complex.

Photo at top left shows work being done to the foundation and photo below shows one of the
unit’s bathroom undergoing rehab.
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partment living is often an alternative for people who For families and individuals with very low incomes, Rural
Acannot afford the purchase price and maintenance Development can help subsidize monthly mortgage and

costs of their own individual house. rental payments, limiting these costs to no more than 30

percent of the adjusted monthly income of the applicant.

Rural Rental Housing loans are made to finance building
construction and site development of multi-family living USDA Rural Development also serves as the only national
quarters for people with low, very low and moderate source of construction funds for dedicated farm labor
incomes. Some units are reserved for people who are 62 and  housing through its Farm Labor Housing loan and grant
older. programs, which enable farmers, public or private non-profit
organizations, and units of State and local governments to
build, buy, or repair farm labor housing in either dormitory
or multi-family apartment style.

Loans can be made in this program to construct housing
that will be operated in cooperative form, but loan funds
may not be used to finance individually owned units within

the project. Photo at right is a the United States flag behind a blossoming tree.
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Photos represent eligible purchase and installation of renewable energy system or energy efficiency improvements such as wind turbines, grain dryers or blender pumps.
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T o foster rural economic development and growth, As many U.S. farmers have discovered, renewable energy is

Congress authorized the Rural Energy for America the new cash crop of the 21st century. Landowners are

(REAP) Program as part of the 2008 Farm Bill. reaping long-term additional revenue from their land while
continuing with their existing operations.

This program provides financial assistance to agricultural

producers and rural small businesses to purchase renewable Energy efficiency improvements are a useful tool for increasing

energy systems or make energy efficiency improvements. farm or business productivity while reducing costs.

Renewable energy and energy efficiency systems provide a By investing in energy efficient equipment, agricultural
significant opportunity for rural economic development and producers and rural small businesses can enjoy savings and
growth. These opportunities include increasing local revenue, increased sustainability for years to come.

bolstering the local job market, and increasing the economic

yield of land. Photo at right: a meter - residential real estate is ineligible for REAP funds and must be

separately metered.
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— Photo - Maroney Commons, Howard, SD, is an

» rl example of environmental stewardship and
'r sustainability, built to achieve LEED Platinum
- Certification, the highest rating awarded by the U.S.
™ Green Building Council.

— =

Independent Cycle, Inc. dba Legend Air Suspensions - Sturqgis, SD

Maroney Commons - Howard, SD

Photo - Legend Air Suspension Owner Jesse Jurrens, with State Director Elsie M. Meeks, credits his refinance with
the help of Rural Development’s Business and Industry Guarantee, increased efficiencies, dedicated employees, and
internal cost saving measures that made his business not only stabilize but grow.
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Pictured at top left is Scott Moore, Oyate Omniciye | Oglala Lakota Planning Project Coordinator from the Thunder Valley CDC + BNIM planning team, with fresh produce from a Farmers Market provided by the Lakota Ranch Beginning
Farmer/Rancher program. The Program’s mission is to educate and share knowledge on agriculture and agriculture based issues throughout the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in an effort to make the reservation self-sustaining and a
healthier place for all residents; pictured at top center is a scarecrow in the Cheyenne River Youth Project garden; at bottom - far left is food grown from the garden; at bottom center is a bunch of organic radishes; and at bottom far

right is a pumpkin grown in an employee’s garden.
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“Our tribal communities face significant challenges,
Including inadequate housing and an unacceptably
high level of unemployment. These major
iInvestments from the USDA and HUD
will improve housing conditions and grow
the economy on our reservations.”

-Senator Tim Johnson, Chairman of the Senate Banking Committee
and member of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee - - August 26, 2011-

Pictured at top left - left to right
is Emma “ Pinky” Ilron Plume -
Clifford, Executive Director for
Oglala Sioux Tribe Partnership for
Housing and USDA Rural
Development Specialist Ruth
O’Neill standing in front of a
Oglala Sioux Tribe housing
project.; at center is the logo

from the South Dakota Indian
Business Alliance Conference held
in Rapid City on May 17 - 18,
2011, at bottom left is Senator
Tim Johnson visiting with Tawney
Brunsch, Executive Director of
The Lakota Fund, Inc. during an
event in Eagle Butte; and at
bottom right - left to right is Rural
Development State Director Elsie
M. Meeks and Alisa F. Bartlett
with Sinte Gleska University
standing in front of the newly
remodeled bookstore.
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USDA Rural Development is committed to serving the 9
federally recognized Native American tribes in South
Dakota.

USDA Rural Development staff in South Dakota makes it
a priority to work with tribal governments and individual
tribal members to ensure that members of these groups
benefit fully from the numerous programs available to
them. Accordingly, USDA Rural Development works with
tribal leaders and members, planners, community
leaders, producers, and others who wish to utilize USDA
Rural Development programs for their respective
communities.

USDA Rural Development programs support a wide
range of projects, including housing, critical
infrastructure, business, renewable energy,
telecommunications and broadband. Some funding is
specifically set-aside to benefit Native American tribes in
utilities, community facilities, and housing.

USDA Rural Development has financed tribal water
systems, housing, businesses, health clinics and other
essential community facilities and modern
telecommunications, including broadband and electric
generation systems.

Photo at right is grass dancer Brandon Stabler performing in his regalia during
the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Administration building ground breaking event.
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- "w__'h . ::‘f-_"',“' 3‘!‘ Photo at t left is a fire truck. A necessity in all communities and an eligible community facility project ; at top is the Kingbrook
s I Rural Water System signage; and at bottom Kingbrook’s General Manager Randy Jencks talks about the upgrades to attendees at
an event.




Amended Executive Order 13199, establishing the

White House Office and President’s Advisory Council
of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. The office is
a resource for non-profits and community organizations,

O n February 5, 2009, President Obama signed

DECEMBER 2012

and loan guarantees to public entities, non-profit
organizations and tribal governments to develop essential

and fire and rescue stations, in rural towns of up to 20,000
in population.

both secular and faith based. Its mission is to look for ways

to make a bigger impact in communities, helping them learn
their obligations under the law while cutting through red
tape and making the most of what the federal government
has to offer.

USDA Rural Development has 14 programs that can help

USDA Rural Development partners with faith-based and

community organizations to assist families and individuals in
finding or building safe and affordable housing. Additionally,
some broadband and business grant programs are available

to public bodies, private non-profit corporations and federally

recognized Indian tribes.

faith-based and community organizations, including the

Community Facilities Program, which provides grants, loans

Photo: Water tower in Ipswich, SD.

community facilities, like schools, clinics, community centers,
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Committed to the Future
of Rural Communities

SDA Rural Development is commit-

ted to helping improve the econ-

omy and quality of life in all of ru-

ral America. Through our pro-
grams, we touch rural America in many
ways.

Our financial programs support such essen-
tial public facilities and services as water
and sewer systems, housing, health clinics,
emergency service facilities and electric and
telephone service.

We promote economic development by sup-
porting loans to businesses through banks
and community-managed lending pools. We
offer technical assistance and information to
help agricultural and other cooperatives get
started and improve the effectiveness of
their member services. And we provide
technical assistance to help communities
undertake community empowerment pro-
grams.

Following is a list of over 40 loan, grant and
technical assistance programs used to help
rural individuals, communities and busi-
nesses obtain the financial and technical as-
sistance needed to address their diverse
and unique needs.

Single Family Housing
Rural Housing Guaranteed Loan

Rural Housing Direct Loan

Housing Repair & Rehabilitation Loan
Housing Repair & Rehabilitation Grant
Self-Help Technical Assistance Grant
Mutual Self-Help Housing Loan

Rural Housing Site Loan

Housing Application Packaging Grant

Multi-Family Housing
Farm Labor Housing Loan & Grant
Rural Rental Housing

Housing Preservation Grant
Guaranteed Rental Housing
Rental Assistance Program

Community Facilities Program
Community Facilities Direct Loan
Community Facilities Guaranteed Loan
Community Facilities Grant

Water & Environmental

Programs

Water and Waste Disposal Direct Loan
Water and Waste Disposal Loan Guarantee
Water and Waste Disposal Grant

Technical Assistance and Training Grant
Solid Waste Management Grant

Native American Set-Aside

Individual Water & Waste Grants

Electric Program
Rural Electrification Direct &
Guaranteed Loan and Grant

Telecommunications Program
Expedited Telecommunications Loan
Guarantee Loan Program

Public Television Digital Transition Grant
Weather Radio Grant Program

Broadband Program

Broadband Loan

Community Connect Grant

Distance Learning & Telemedicine Loan & Grant
Infrastructure Loan

Business Programs

Business and Industry Guaranteed Loan (B&I)
Intermediary Relending Program (IRP)

Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG)

Rural Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG)
Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant
(REDLG)

Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program
(RMAP)

Cooperative Programs

Rural Cooperative Development Grant
Cooperative Research Services

Small Socially-Disadvantaged Producer Grant
Value-Added Producer Grant

Technical Assistance

Rural Energy for

America Program (REAP)
Renewable Energy Systems/Energy Efficiency
Improvement Grants

REAP Guaranteed Loan Program

Biorefinery Assistance Program

Biorefinery Assistance Loan Guarantees
Bioenergy Program for Advanced Biofuels
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Aberdeen Area Office - (605) 226-3360 Ext. 4 Butte (\( | S clart WATERTDWN
Servingg Brown, Campbell Day, Edmunds, Faulk Ziebach )
McPharson, Marshall, Roberts, Spink, and Walworth Mezdle Sully Hyde Codington 1
Counties. Hamlin
Stanley Hand [Fe—
Eeadle . "
Mitchell Area Office - (605) 996-1564 Lxt 4 Pl Kingsbury | Brookings
Serving: Aword, Beadle, Brule, Bullalo, Davisun, &
Douglas, Hand, Hanson, Jerauld, and Sanbom Countes. .
Pennington . RAPID CITY e Buffalo | Jerauld S Miner Lake | Moady

Pierre Area Office - (605) 224-8870 Ext. 4
ﬁzﬁg;::;%u?vﬁegp:m}e?:;bm::{e?m o Custer / ) N38/Sae e Aurora [ Daison [Fianson| MC-°%% [Minnzhaha
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Rapid City Area Office - (605) 342-0301 Ext 4
Serving: Bemmett, Butte, Custer, Fall River, Haakon, FallRiver Douglas (= Hutchinson
Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, Meade, Mellette, Bennett Todd Tripp
Pennington, Perkins, Shannon, and Todd Counties. \

Sioux lalls Area Office - (605) 330-4515 Ext. 4 Area 3
Serving: Huichinson, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, I:' I:l Area 2
Minnehaha, Moody, and Turner Countes. I:] |:| -

Watcrtown Arca Office - (605) 886-8202 Ext. 4
Serving: Brookings, Cluk Codioglon, Deuel, Granl,
Hamlin, and Kinpsbury Counties.

Yankton Area Office - (605) 665-2662 Ext. 4
Serving: Bon Homme, Charlea Mix, Clay, Gregory, Union,
and Yankton Counties.

YANKTON

STATE OFFICE
Elsie M. Meeks, State Director
200 4th Street SW Federal Bidg. Rm. 210
Huron, SD 57350-2477
Telephone: (605) 352-1100 or 1-800-670-6553
Facsimile: {605) 352-1146
TTY: (605) 352-1147

The U.8. Departrrent of Agriculhure (USEDA) prohibits discriminatior. in all its srograms and activities on the basis of race, coler, netional origin, age, disabi.ity, and where spplicadle. sex, mar-tal status, familial statas, parental
status, religion, sexuel orjentation. genetic information, politicel beliefs, reprisal, or because all or sart of an individual's incorne is derived from any public assistance orogram. (Mot £ll prohibfed bases apply to all programs)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative rreans far communication of program informatior. (braille, -arge print, sudiotape, etc.) shoud confact USDA’s TARGET Center & (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). Tc file a
complaint of discrimenation, w-ite to USDA, Diredor, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, W Washington, D.C. 2025C-9410. or call (800 795-3272 (woice), or (202) 720-6382 (TLD) “USDA. is an equal
opportunity provider, employe:, and lender.”




Rural Development’s programs
have a significant

wide reaching, positive effect

on a rural community’s growth.




