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ABSTRACT

The Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) Third Longitudinal
File [machine-readable data file]/conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau. -Washington: U.S. Census Bureau
[producer and distributor], 2006

Type of File:
Micro data; unit of observation is an individual.
Universe Description:

The Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) universe consists of the civilian non-
institutionalized population living in the United States in March 1992 and/or March
1993. The institutionalized population, which is excluded from the population universe,
is composed primarily of the population in the correctional institution and nursing homes
(91 percent of the 4.1 million institutionalized people in Census 2000). The population
universe also includes people living in group quarters, such as dormitories, rooming
houses, and religious group dwellings. Crew members of merchant vessels, armed forces
personnel living in military barracks, and institutionalized people such as correctional
facility inmates and nursing home residents, were not eligible to be in the survey. Also,
United States citizens residing abroad were not eligible to be in the survey. Foreign
visitors who work or attend school in this country and their families were eligible, but all
other foreign visitors were not eligible to be in the survey. With the exceptions noted
above, people who were at least 15 years of age (adults) at the time of the interview were
eligible to provide self and/or proxy interviews for the survey; while the data of people
who were less than 15 years of age (children) at the time of the interview were collected
from proxy interviews provided by the adults. The population universe is fully
represented by a subset of the original sample people from the 1992 and 1993 Survey of
Income and Program Participation (SIPP) panels and the people who joined their
households or group quarters later as a resident, except those who were subsampled out
because of cost constraints or leaving the universe associated with the SPD Bridge, and
the SPD 1998 sample cut, and including the SPD Bridge non-interviewed households
brought back in the SPD 2000, and the SIPP non-interviewed households brought back in
the SPD 2001 and 2002.

Introduction:
The Third SPD Longitudinal file is a fully edited file that provides socio-economic data
for calendar years 1992 - 2001, except 1995. It is intended for longitudinal analyses of

effects of welfare reform on individuals, families and households. The file can be linked
to the SPD Second Longitudinal, the SPD First Longitudinal, the SPD 2002, the SPD
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2001, the SPD 2000, the SPD 1999, the SPD 1998, the SPD 1997 Bridge and the 1992
and 1993 SIPP Panel files.

Subject-Matter Description:

The file contains basic demographic, economic, and social characteristics data for each
member of the households for eight or nine years depending on the panel. The 1992
panel contains data for 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001. The
1993 Panel contains data for 1993, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001. There
IS no data available for 1995 because SIPP did not complete a years worth of data
collection in either panel. The subject matter is described as follows:

Demographic:

Data on age, sex, race, ethnic origin, marital status, household relationship, education
attainment, and veteran status. Demographic data refer to the time of the interview in
1997 for 1996 data year, in 1998 for 1997 data year, in 1999 for 1998 data year, in 2000
for 1999 data year, in 2001 for 2000 data year, in 2002 for 2001 data year and December
for data years 1992, 1993, and 1994.

Economic:

. Work Experience - Comprehensive work experience information is given on the
employment status, occupation, industry, weeks worked and hours per week
worked, total income, and income components for people 15 years old and older.
The data on employment refer to the preceding year.

. Income - Data covering income sources such as income from jobs, net income
from businesses, farm or rent, pensions, dividends, interest, and social security
payments. Data on income refer to the preceding year.

. Noncash benefits - Data covering noncash income sources such as food stamps,
the school lunch program, employer-provided group health insurance plan,
employer-provided pension plans, personal health insurance, Medicaid, Medicare,
CHAMPUS/Tricare or military health care, and energy assistance. Most data on
noncash benefits refer to the preceding year. However, some questions refer to
the week before the interview.

Geographic Coverage:
The geographic coverage area is the United States. The file contains codes for 41
individual states, plus the District of Columbia. However, the sample is not designed to

produce state estimates. The SPD sample in the nine remaining states is identified in
three groups for confidentiality reasons. The three groups are as follows: Maine and
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Vermont; lowa, North Dakota, and South Dakota; and Alaska, Idaho, Montana, and
Wyoming.

Technical Description:

File Structure: The file is a rectangular person-level file. Household and Family
level variables are included on the record for every person in the
household.

File Size: 129,677 Records

File Sort Sequence
of Sample Units:  SIPP panel number, Sample unit identification number, person number and
entry ID.

Reference Materials:

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) Third Longitudinal File Technical Documentation.
The documentation includes this abstract, the data dictionary, an index to the data
dictionary, relevant code lists, and general information on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) 2002 Cross-Sectional File Technical
Documentation. The documentation includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to
the data dictionary, relevant code list, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information
on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) 2001 Cross-Sectional File Technical
Documentation. The documentation includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to
the data dictionary, relevant code lists, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information
on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) 2000 Cross-Sectional File Technical
Documentation. The documentation includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to
the data dictionary, relevant code lists, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information
on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) 1999 Cross-Sectional File Technical
Documentation. The documentation includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to
the data dictionary, relevant code lists, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information
on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) Second Longitudinal File Technical Documentation.

The documentation includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to the data
dictionary, relevant code lists, and general information on the SPD.
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Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) First Longitudinal File Technical Documentation.
The documentation includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to the data
dictionary, relevant code lists, and general information on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) 1998 Technical Documentation. The documentation
includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to the data dictionary, relevant code
lists, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information on the SPD.

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) 1997 Technical Documentation. The documentation
includes an abstract, the data dictionary, an index to the data dictionary, relevant code
lists, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information on the SPD.

Note: The technical documentation is also available on the U. S. Census Bureau's SPD
Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/spd> under “SPD Publications.”

Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD) Users’ Guide. The Users’” Guide contains a general
overview of the SPD file as well as chapters on the SPD survey design and content,
editing and imputation, weighting and error estimation, and linking files. Copies are
available from Marketing Services Office, Customer Services Center, U.S. Census
Bureau, Washington, D.C. 20233. The SPD Users’ Guide is available at the U.S. Census
Bureau’s SPD internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/spd> under “SPD
Publications” and “SPD Users’ Guide.”

Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) Users’ Guide. The Users’ Guide
contains a general overview of the SIPP files as well as chapters on the SIPP survey
design and content, structure and use of cross-sectional, topical module and longitudinal
files, linking waves and reliability of the data. Copies are available from Marketing
Services Office, Customer Services Center, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, DC
20233. The SIPP Users’” Guide was revised and updated to include information on the
original SIPP data products from the 1984 through 1993 Panels, as well as the new data
products coming from the 1996 Panel. An updated version of the SIPP Users’ Guide is
also available at the U.S. Census Bureau's SIPP Internet site at
<http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp> under “SIPP Publications and “SIPP Users’ Guide.”

Survey of Income and Program Participation Quality Profile. The Quality Profile
summarizes the SIPP sample design, sample selection, and data collection procedures.
More importantly, the report also summarizes, in convenient form, what is known about
the sources and magnitude of errors in estimates from the SIPP. Without such
summaries, users seeking information about the quality of the SIPP estimates would need
to search through a large body of literature, some of which is not easily accessible. The
report covers both sampling and nonsampling error; however, the primary emphasis is on
the latter. Copies of this report are available from Marketing Services Office, Customer
Services Center, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, DC 20233. An updated version of
the SIPP Quality Profile is also available at the SIPP Internet site at
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<http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp> under "Source & Accuracy Quality Profile."”

Additional information (that is, methodology, overview and data access) may also be
obtained by visiting the SPD Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/spd> and the
SIPP Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp>.

Related Printed Reports:

Related printed reports include working papers, compilations of papers presented at
annual meetings of the American Statistical Association (Proceedings of the American
Statistical Association), articles appearing in the Journal of Economic and Social
Measurement, and reports in the P-70 series of the Current Population Reports. Some of
these reports are available on the U.S. Census Bureau Internet site at
<http://www.census.gov=>, the SIPP Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp>,
and the SPD Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/spd>.

Related Electronic Data Files:

The SIPP 1992 and 1993 Longitudinal files, the 1997 SPD Bridge file, the 1998 SPD file,
the SPD First and Second Longitudinal files and the SPD 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002
Cross-Sectional files, are available from Marketing Services Office, Customer Services
Center, U. S. Census Bureau, Washington, D.C. 20233. Extract files of the SIPP 1992
and 1993 Longitudinal files are available for download from the SIPP Internet site at
<http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp> under "Access SIPP Data" using DATAFERRET.
Extract files of the 1997 SPD Bridge file are available for download from the SPD
Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/spd> under “Access Tools” using
DATAFERRET.

File Availability:

Files are available on CD-ROM (compact disc-readable) in ASCII; they may be ordered
from Marketing Services Office, Customer Services Center using the order form at the
end of this section. Call Customer Services at 301-763-INFO (4636) for price
information. Information on the SPD and some SIPP files may be accessed on the
Internet at <http://www.census.gov/ftp/pub/mp/www/tape/mstapl7c.html>. The Third
Longitudinal file, and the SPD 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002 Cross-Sectional files are
accessible on the SPD Internet site at <http://www.sipp.census.gov/spd> under “Access
Tools” using the FERRET extraction system.

Note: The SPD 1998 data file is only available on CD-ROM because of confidentiality.
To order the data file on CD-ROM call Customer Services at 301-763-4636.
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Additional Information:

Additional information on particular subjects can be obtained by contacting an office listed

below.

Division

Branch

Phone Number

Weighting

Demographic
Statistical Methods

Survey of Income and
Program Participation

301-763-6445

Program Eligibility

Household Economic
Statistics

Transfer Statistics

Demographics Population Fertility and Family 301-763-2406
Statistics

Education Population Education and Social 301-763-2464
Stratification

Labor Force and Housing and Labor Force and 301-763-6263

Income Sources
and Amounts

Housing and
Household Economic
Statistics

Longitudinal Income
Statistics

301-763-2295

Health Insurance
and Poverty

Housing and
Household Economic
Statistics

Poverty and Health
Statistics

301-763-5619

Survey Operations

Demographic Surveys

Income Surveys

301-763-1616

CAUTION STATEMENT:

A note of caution about this file. The weights on this file are longitudinal, therefore, they are
only valid for estimates of the characteristics of the cohorts of people who were represented by
the original sample persons from the SIPP 1992 and 1993 panels. An original sample person is a
sample person who was a self or proxy respondent in Wave 1 of the SIPP 1992 or 1993 panel.
Children born since the beginning of the SIPP panel to original sample persons also receive
longitudinal weights.

The original sample has undergone a substantial amount of attrition from 1992 (or 1993) through
2002. As a result, estimates from this file are not as representative of the U.S. population as a
cross-sectional survey would be. Therefore, results should be viewed with caution.

In addition, it should be noted that this file is based on seven different survey collection vehicles:
the 1992/93 SIPP instruments that were used to produce data for 1992, 1993, and 1994, a
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modified March CPS instrument that was used to collect data for calendar-year 1996, the 1998
SPD instrument that was used to collect data for calendar-year 1997, the 1999 SPD instrument
that was used to collect data for calendar-year 1998, the 2000 SPD instrument that was used to
collect data for calendar-year 1999, the 2001 SPD instrument that was used to collect data for
calendar-year 2000 and the 2002 SPD instrument that was used to collect data for calendar-year
2001. Therefore, changes that are noted over time could be the result of the different survey
instruments used to produce the estimates.
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OVERVIEW

Why the Survey of Program Dynamics is
Needed

On August 22, 1996, President Clinton signed
legislation passed by Congress, and the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996 became Public Law 104-193. The
legislation directed the U.S. Census Bureau to collect
data necessary to evaluate the impact of the law from
households previously interviewed in the 1992 and
1993 Survey of Income and Program Participation
(SIPP) panels. Households were followed annually
from 1997 to 2002, thus providing data for ten years.
This survey, the Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD),
will simultaneously describe the full range of state
welfare programs along with social, economic,
demographic and family changes that will help or limit
the effectiveness of the reforms.

The goals of the welfare reform legislation are to end
welfare dependence by promoting job preparation and
work, encouraging the formation and maintenance of
two-parent families, and providing states increased
flexibility to achieve these goals. States are moving
away from a welfare system based on entitlement
toward one focused on assistance in finding
employment and self-sufficiency. Thus, the primary
goals of the SPD are to provide information on spells
(occurrences) of actual and potential program
participation over a ten-year period, 1992 to 2001, and
to examine the causes of program participation and its
long-term effects on the well-being of recipients, their
families, and their children. The SPD is required by
law to pay special attention to the issues of out-of-
wedlock births, welfare dependency, the beginning and
end of welfare spells, and the causes of repeat welfare
spells. The SPD must also obtain information about the
status of children. Researchers analyzing these data
will use pre-reform characteristics of the population to
control for preexisting differences among households
in order to evaluate post-reform outcomes for the same
people.

The SPD instrument has a core that essentially remains
the same over the 1998-2002 period. Core data are
collected on employment, income, program
participation, health insurance and utilization, child
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well-being, marital relationships, and parents’
depression. The SPD also has topical modules that
vary by year. An adolescent self-administered
guestionnaire (SAQ) was asked in 1998 and 2001.
Additional child-related questions were asked in 1999
and 2002. Residential histories of children were
collected in 2000.

Note: Because of confidentiality, the marital
relationship and conflict, depression scale, and
SAQ are not part of the public release file. To
obtain the data, special arrangements are
required. See section titled "Obtaining Access
to Self-Administered Questionnaire Data" on
page 3-49.

Background of the Survey of Program
Dynamics

Several years before the passage of the actual
legislation, the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA is responsible for the food stamp program)
invested substantial resources in having the U.S.
Census Bureau develop a longitudinal survey to
provide the data necessary to understand the effects of
anticipated public policy changes on the population.
Ideally, such a survey should be in place before reforms
are effective to allow adequate assessment of baseline
circumstances.

The data already collected in the 1992 and the 1993
SIPP panels provide extensive baseline (background)
information from which to determine the effects of
welfare reform. The SIPP is a longitudinal survey of
households, interviewed at least nine times at four-
month intervals, and followed if they have moved. The
SIPP collects more detailed data than any other national
survey on program eligibility, access and participation,
transfer income, and in-kind benefits. Coupled with an
extensive array of economic and demographic data (for
example, employment and job transitions, income, and
family composition), the 1992 and 1993 SIPP panels
represent the pre-reform situation of households quite
well.



By interviewing the same households as SIPP in the
SPD, analysts will then have data for the baseline pre-
reform period, the reform implementation period, and
the medium-term post-reform period. Researchers
require these data to assess short-term and medium-
term consequences and outcomes for families and
individuals. The use of the 1992 and 1993 SIPP panels
doubles the sample size for certain groups of interest.

The topics that the retrospective SPD cover are an
extension of those covered by the SIPP, but placed in
an annual survey questionnaire, using guidance from
such annual surveys as the March supplement to the
Current Population Survey (CPS), the Panel Study of
Income Dynamics, and the National Longitudinal
Surveys.

SPD Status and Plans

Current plans. SPD collected data for six calendar
years, from 1996 through 2002. This will provide
panel data for 9 years (1992-2001) when combined
with the 1992 and the 1993 SIPP panel data. The U.S.
Census Bureau’s original plans were to have an
instrument ready to test in the field concurrently with
welfare reform. Because of legislation that was vetoed
twice in 1995, the Census Bureau put its plans on hold.
However, we were able to revive the project with
funding received late in 1996. In its revived form, the
SPD has 3 main components:

(1) the 1992 and 1993 SIPP panels that cover
the 1992-94 time period and part of 1995;

(2) the 1997 Bridge survey covering 1996,
provides the link between the 1992 and 1993
panels of the SIPP and the SPD, and includes

"gap" questions to collect program
participation data for 1995 for the 1992 SIPP
panel; and

(3) the core SPD starting in 1998, which
includes topical modules that vary by year, and
covers the 1997-2001 time period.

SPD ““Bridge™ Survey. Because the Census Bureau
received funding for the SPD late in 1996, there was
little time to develop a full-scale instrument. It was
critical to collect income and program participation
data in spring 1997 for calendar year 1996 from as
many of the 1992 and 1993 SIPP households as the

2-2

Census Bureau could find. The SPD was first
conducted between April and June of 1997. Data was
collected for 1996 by administering a modified version
of the annual March 1997 CPS demographic
supplement, with a few new questions designed to
collect 1995 program participation data for the 1992
SIPP panel (households and individuals were last
interviewed in January 1995). All of the SIPP people
interviewed in the first wave of the 1992 and 1993
SIPP panels and still being interviewed at the end of the
panel (9 or 10 waves) were eligible for the SPD Bridge
sample. The Census Bureau decided not to try to find
people in the 1992 and 1993 panels who left the survey
(attrited) because they felt that most analysts would
need as much baseline data as possible. We reweighed
the remaining sample to compensate for this loss.

Finding people who move is critical to the success of
the SPD survey, particularly because we focus on the
low-income population. The SIPP staff have
developed many procedures that help find movers.
Fortunately, the CPS staff implemented a “mover
module” in January 1997 to track people leaving
formerly-interviewed CPS households. This also was
crucial to the SPD. The Census Bureau was able to
track most movers.

1998 SPD. During the first half of 1997, the University
of California at Berkeley created the first SPD
instrument. The instrument was programmed in the
CASES authoring language used for computer-assisted
Census Bureau surveys. The Census Bureau carried
out a pretest in October 1997 using 400 retired (no
longer in use)1996 CPS households in 4 of its regions.
After this test, the Census Bureau modified the
guestionnaire to correct questionnaire and instrument
problems. The 1998 SPD also used a self-administered,
audio cassette, adolescent questionnaire (SAQ). The
SAQs were broken up into two separate cassettes--one
for youths 12 to 13 years old and the other for youths
14 to 17.

Using the fully-developed computer-assisted interview
instrument, annual data collection occurs once each
year in May through mid-July, with annual recall for
the preceding calendar year. The 1998 survey included
a set of retrospective questions covering 1997 for all
people aged 15 and older in the household. The topics
covered were:



» Basic demographic and social characteristics,
including educational enrollment and work
training, functional limitations and disability, and
health care use and health insurance;

e Basic economic characteristics, including
employment and earnings, income sources and
amounts, assets, liabilities, and program eligibility
information, and food security;

» Information about children, including their school
enrollment and enrichmentactivities, disability and
health care use, contact with absent parent, care
arrangements, and payment of child support on
their behalf; and,

* Two SAQs: a few questions for adults focusing on
marital relationship and conflict and a depression
scale, and a lengthy questionnaire for adolescents
aged 12 to 17 focusing on such issues as family
conflict, educational aspirations, crime-related
violence, substance abuse, and sexual activity. The
adolescent SAQ was developed in collaboration
with the Child and Family Research Network.

1999 SPD. The extended measures of child well-being
questions were asked in 1999. In addition, five other
new sections of questions were included: substance
abuse, health care utilization while uninsured, food
expenditures, positive behavior/social competence, and
family routines.

2000 SPD. In the 2000 SPD, we collected the core SPD
data and the Residential History topical module that
collected data on with whom children have lived and
the reasons for changes in living arrangements. We
added 3,500 non-interviewed households from the 1997
Bridge to the sample for SPD 2000 - 2002 data
collections.

2001 SPD. In the 2001 SPD , we again collected the
adolescent SAQ. We also added back approximately
5,540 non-interviewed household from the 1992 and
1993 SIPP panels (in addition to the 3,500 from the
1997 Bridge) for the 2001 and 2002 data collections.

2002 SPD. In the 2002 SPD, we asked the extended
child well-being questions again. Due to budget
constraints, we reduced the sample by one-third evenly
across the entire sample and household interview
statuses (approximately 10,000 households).
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SPD Content

The SPD has two core components in addition to
topical modules. The two components consist of adult
questions and child-related questions. The topical
modules include the adolescent SAQ, the children’s
residential history, and children’s extended measure of
well-being questions.

The Adult Questions cover:

Employment and earnings, income, and program
eligibility. For each person age 15 or over in the
household, the SPD collects a detailed account of work-
related activities in the past calendar year, including
weeks they worked, weeks on layoff, and weeks spent
looking for work. In addition, the SPD collects
information for up to four jobs in the previous calendar
year including annual earnings from each job.

Next, the SPD collects income data, including data on
cash and non-cash transfer programs. In addition to
measuring economic well-being, these questions help
examine changes in the characteristics of transfer
programs resulting from welfare reform. These
questions are similar to those in the SIPP. First an
inventory is completed of all the types of income
received in the previous calendar year for all household
members age 15 or over at the person level. For
example, we ask, “Did anyone in this household receive
unemployment compensation?” If they answer “yes,”
we ask who received it. After collecting this inventory,
the SPD moves on to the “Amounts” section. In this
section, the months during the previous calendar year
in which the person received the income as well as the
amount the person received are collected. It is
important to track the number of months the person
received the income so that researchers can examine the
impact of time limits associated with welfare reform.

In addition to income, information about assets and
debts are collected. These include items such as the
value of homes, cars, stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and
payments made to support children living outside the
household. These questions are included because assets
and debts are key components in economic well-being
and are also critical to measuring program eligibility.

Educational enrollment and work training. Questions
on educational enrollment are asked of people 18 and
over about the current academic year. People 15to 17



are included in the childrens' school enrollment
questions since the childrens' series of questions are
more appropriate for that age group. The adult
guestions on educational enrollment track the progress
of adults toward receiving high school or high school
equivalency degrees as well as college, graduate and
professional degrees. The work training questions
focus on whether adults received any work training
designed to help them look for a job or to train them for
a new job.

Disability, health care utilization, and health
insurance. Questions on disability, health care
utilization and health insurance are condensed versions
of a similar series included as topical modules in the
SIPP. The health care utilization and health insurance
guestions are included to measure changes in the health
care system and how the changes affect accessibility to
government health insurance such as Medicaid and
Medicare as well as private and employer-provided
insurance, utilization of health services, and outcomes.

Food security. This series of questions is taken from
the USDA-sponsored Food Security Supplement to the
CPS and is intended to measure the subjective
experience of hunger. The questions are used as a scale
to measure the severity of hunger in a household.
Direct changes in the food stamp program account for
nearly half the total federal cost savings under the
legislation. Additionally, the food stamp benefits of
legal immigrants and able-bodied people ages 18-50
years old without dependents are affected by changes
in the legislation. Measuring the food security status of
a household provides a direct indicator of well-being.

Family stability. Another objective of welfare reform s
to encourage marital and family stability. Answers to
guestions on these subjects provide indicators of
marital happiness and of overall stress, both of which
can contribute to marital and family harmony or
instability. Changes in program participation and
employment can have a large effect on marital and
family stability.

The Child questions cover:

We attempt to interview the mother or designated
parent when asking questions about children.

Children's school enrollment and enrichment activities.
The SPD asks questions about school enrollment and

enrichment activities, including extracurricular
enrichment activities, which add to the overall portrait
of the child’s development. The extent to which
parents have the financial resources or the time to
devote to such activities may be strongly influenced by
their program participation and employment in the
labor market. These questions provide the basis to
study the effects of welfare reforms on key outcomes
through its influence on children’s exposure to
enrichment activities.

Disability, health care utilization, and child care.
These questions are similar to those asked about adults.
Additionally, a key objective of welfare reform is to
encourage single mothers to enter or re-enter the labor
force, so child care is an important issue to measure.
The amount of time children spend in child care and the
type of care they receive, as well as the stability of care
arrangements, has been linked with child well-being.

Child support and contact with an absent parent.
Enforcement of child support and contact with an
absent parent has been highlighted as a cornerstone of
welfare reform. The answers to these questions will
allow researchers to examine the nature of the awards
and whether the awards are being followed or enforced.
Child support payments are also an important factor in
determining the economic status of children living in
single-parent families.

The adolescent SAQ is designed to provide information
which can be used to evaluate several provisions of the
TANF program. Included among these provisions are:
states may not give benefits to unwed teenage parents
who are not living with an adult and attending school;
states receive bonuses for reducing illegitimate births,
funding to develop abstinence education programs, and
funds to devote to family planning. Questions in the
SAQ which may be used to evaluate the success of
these programs focus on dating histories, sexual
initiation, contraception, and childbearing, and
knowledge of welfare rules.

Parental employment. Employment of all able-bodied
parents is a goal of the 1996 welfare reform law.
However, parental employment may reduce the amount
of monitoring and support parents can give their
children, leading to increased rates of delinquency or
poor school achievement. In order to measure these



potential consequences, the SAQ includes indicators of
adolescents’ behaviors and relationships. The
indicators focus on adolescents' housework and chores,
substance use and problem behaviors, family routines,
relationships between children and parents (both co-
resident and non-resident parents), and parents'
monitoring of adolescents' social and school behavior.

Technical Issues

This section deals with technical issues that affect the
administration and usefulness of the survey.

Subsampling. The response rate for the 1997 SPD
Bridge survey was 81.7 percent. This yielded a base
sample of 29,619 households interviewed. However,
the budget for the survey is $10 million per year, which
only allowed us to select a subsample of 19,139
households in 1998. The households were subsampled
from interviewed households from the 1997 Bridge
survey based upon the following household
characteristics:

» all'households with income less than 150 percent of
poverty, and all households with incomes between
150 percent and 200 percent of poverty with
children were selected for the sample with
certainty;

» households with incomes above 200 percent of
poverty with children were subsampled at a 90
percent rate;

» households with incomes between 150 percent and
200 percent of poverty without children were
subsampled at an 82 percent rate; and households
with incomes above 200 percent of poverty without
children were subsampled at a 27 percent rate.

Later, in order to increase the degree of
representativeness of the SPD sample after the 1998
sample cut, we added approximately 3,500 non-
interviewed households from the SPD Bridge to the
sample for the SPD 2000-2002 data collections, and
approximately 5,500 non-interviewed households from
the SIPP 1992 and 1993 panels to the SPD 2001 and
2002 data collections. However, due to budget
constraints, we reduced the sample size for the SPD
2002 data collection by one-third evenly across the
sample and household interview statuses. Since the
SPD 2002 sample cut is evenly across the sample and
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household non-interview statuses, the degree of
representativeness of the sample remains the same but
its reliability level for producing estimates decreases
due to its sample size reduction.

Weighting and database development. The SPD is
designed exclusively to support longitudinal analysis of
the impact of welfare reform. It represents the behavior
and characteristics of people in two fixed cohorts over
a period up to ten years. One cohort represents the
population as it existed in March 1992 from the 1992
panel of the SIPP and the other is the population as of
March 1993 from the 1993 panel. This is not a
traditional longitudinal survey in that it does not repeat
the same measure throughout the period. Furthermore,
the sample is divided into two parts, each with a
different reference period. As a result of adding the
SPD Bridge and the SIPP 1992/1993 panels non-
interviewed households to the SPD sample, the SPD
sample becomes more similar to the traditional
longitudinal survey sample and more conducive for
producing cross-sectional estimates for 2001 and 2002.

Data Products

Given the design and our budget constraints, we have
designed a series of data products to focus scarce
resources on just the data products the users need most.
These are:

e A 1998 interim, unedited calendar year file. This
file is designed to support preliminary analysis of
income and program participation among the
original cohort.

e Threelongitudinal files. The longitudinal files will
contain fully edited, consistently-formatted, and
longitudinally-processed core variables derived
from the information collected over periods of
time. The three longitudinal files will contain data
for the following years:

- First file - 1992 - 1994, 1996 - 1997
- Second file - 1992 - 1994, 1996 - 1999
- Third file - 1992 - 1994, 1996 - 2001

* Minimally edited cross-sectional files, 2001-2002.
These files will contain all remaining SPD
variables not contained on the longitudinal files.
Depending on funding, fully edited cross-sectional
files for 1998-2002 will be released.



Longitudinal Data. The core information common
throughout the data collection (although with varying
reference periods and question phrasing) consists of
basic demographics, labor force activity, income, and
program participation. The three longitudinal files will
reflect these data, and maintain consistency and similar
variable names across time when possible. The
longitudinal variables can be supplemented by
matching information collected from the calendar year
SPD files and from topical modules in the SIPP.

The longitudinal files will be based on people in the
original sample, as with SIPP longitudinal files. They
will reflect the original cohort plus people with whom
these people resided over the length of the SPD survey.
On the longitudinal files, the variables are replicated to
reflect the number of years of data collection from the
SIPP and the SPD. The information repeated across
several SPD data collections will appear in the person
record following the data common across the SIPP
panels, the 1997 Bridge Survey, and the SPD.

For the SPD longitudinal data, person weights will be
developed for people belonging to the initial cohorts
who continued to be interviewed for as long as they
remain with the SIPP/SPD universe as defined by the
1992/1993 SIPP panels (see section 9, Source and
Accuracy Statement). We refer to this group of people
as the longitudinal sample. Other people to be included
in the data file will have zero weights. Their presence
in the data file is to facilitate development of household
and family characteristics of the people in the
longitudinal sample. This will permit the user to
construct contextual information on the cohort sample
member's household and economic circumstances.

Children born to original sample members after the two
cohorts were defined, will be included in the
longitudinal file and assigned a nonzero person-based
longitudinal weight, so they will appear to be members
of the longitudinal sample (even though technically
they are not).  Thus, the data files will reflect a
dynamic population over the ten-year period rather than
two fixed cohorts of the population.

2-6

The first longitudinal file contains data covering the
1992/1993 through 1997 time frame except for 1995,
because the SIPP does not have a complete data set for
1995. Data from the 1992 and 1993 SIPP panels, the
1997 Bridge survey, and the 1998 SPD survey are used
for this first longitudinal file.

The second longitudinal file repeats the first and
extends the reference period to 1999 (adding in the
1999 and the 2000 SPD data collections). The third
longitudinal file will add the data for 2000 and 2001
reference periods collected in the 2001 and the 2002
SPD. The second longitudinal file was expanded to
include variables on eligibility. The third longitudinal
file also include variables on eligibility.

The third longitudinal file contains basic sample
persons (1992-1994, 1996-2001) plus the 1997 Bridge
Non-interview sample persons (1992 -1994, 1999,
2000, 2001) and the SIPP 1992/1993 Non-interview
sample persons (1992-1994, 2000, 2001).

Cross-sectional Files. The 2001 cross-sectional file
contains primarily unedited data for most questions
asked in the 2001 SPD survey. The 2002 cross-
sectional file also contains primarily unedited data for
most questions asked in the 2002 SPD survey.

The Two Interim Calendar Year Files. So that the
research community can make some preliminary
assessment of the immediate impact of welfare reform,
we have issued two interim files. The 1997 SPD
Bridge survey interim file is identical to the March CPS
in format (hierarchical record file), however, the 1998
interim file is in person year format. They contain
special weights corresponding to the cohort, and the
link-variables needed to merge with the 1997 SPD
Bridge and earlier SIPP data. The 1998 SPD interim
file contains primarily unedited data for all questions
asked in the SPD survey. These are intended to be used
for research purposes only and not to be used for cross-
sectional analysis.



References U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program
Participation Users’ Guide, Second Edition,
U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Washington DC, 1991.
Participation Quality Profile, Third Edition
Washington DC, 2001.
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FILE INFORMATION

Geographic Coverage

State codes are shown except for nine states which are collapsed into three groups. The three
state groupings are as follows: Maine and Vermont; lowa, North Dakota and South Dakota; and
Alaska, Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming. The sample was not designed to produce state level
estimates. State codes are primarily useful in relating a respondent's recipiency of benefits to
welfare reform thresholds and policies which may vary from state to state.

Identification Number System/Match Key Variables

The SPD identification scheme uses match key variables designed to uniquely identify
individuals, provide a means of linking data for the same individuals across files, and grouping
individuals into households and families across files over time. The various components of the
identification scheme are listed below:

SIPP Panel Number SIPP_PNL

Sample Unit Identification Number PP_ID

Entry ID PP_ENTRY

Person Number PP_PNUM

Address ID ADDIDE(2,3,4,7,8,9,0,1,X)

SIPP _PNL, PP_ID, ADDID IHHKEY(92,93,94,97,98,99,00,01,02)

File Match Keys

This file includes match keys to merge with SPD and 1992/1993 SIPP data. These match keys
link data for each person between the 1992 and 1993 SIPP Panels, the 1997 SPD Bridge, the
1998 SPD file, the first and second SPD longitudinal files and the 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002
Cross-sectional files.

Use the following variables to match back at the person level:

SIPP Panel Number SIPP_PNL
Sample Unit Identification Number PP_ID
Person Number PP_PNUM
Entry ID PP_ENTRY

Use the following variables to match back at the household level:

SIPP Panel Number SIPP_PNL
Sample Unit Identification Number PP_ID
Address ID ADDIDE(2, 3, 4, 7, 8,9,0,1,X)
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The SIPP panel number identifies the panel in which the respondent participated. The sample
person should either have an entry of 1992 or 1993 for their panel number.

The sample unit identification number was created by scrambling together the Primary Sampling
Unit, segment, and serial numbers used for Census Bureau administrative purposes. These
identifiers are constructed in the same manner as the 1992 and 1993 SIPP panel files, to enable
matching to these files. To uniquely identify a household, you must use the sample unit
identification (ID) number, the address ID, and the SIPP panel number. The sample unit
identification number, the address ID, and the SIPP panel number can be used to link all
households back to the original household.

The entry ID represents the address of the person at the time he/she was first interviewed and
does not change even if the person moves. It is used in conjunction with the person number to
uniquely identify people within the sample unit. This variable is the number 011 for all original
sample people. For additional sample people, this variable can be 011 or greater than 011
depending on the current address ID of the unit which the new sample person joined. For
example, a person who moves into a household with an ADDIDEX of 011 will receive an
PP_ENTRY of 011. Whereas, a person who enters a household spawned in 2002
(ADDIDEX=161) will have a PP_ENTRY of 161.

The person numbers represent the wave the person entered the sample. Person numbers such as
0101 and 0102 are assigned in Wave 1 of the SIPP. Person numbers such as 0201 and 0202 are
assigned to people added to the roster in Wave 2 of the SIPP. People added to the roster in the
2002 SPD have person numbers 1601 and 1602 and following sequentially as needed. People
added to the roster in the 2001 SPD have person numbers 1501 and 1502 and following
sequentially as needed. People added to the roster in the 2000 SPD have person numbers 1401
and 1402 and following sequentially as needed. People added to the roster in the 1999 SPD have
person numbers 1301 and 1302 and following sequentially as needed. People added to the roster
in the 1998 SPD have person numbers 1201 and 1202 and following sequentially as needed.
People added to the roster in the 1997 SPD Bridge have person numbers 1101 and 1102 and
following sequentially as needed.

The address ID is a three digit code that identifies the various household addresses associated
with the same sample unit identification number. The first two digits of the address ID code
indicate the wave or year in which that address was first interviewed. The third digit
sequentially numbers that split into multiple households and have the same address ID. The
address ID code is 011 for all sample addresses that are the same as in Wave 1 of the 1992 and
1993 SIPP panels. As the SIPP sample people move to new addresses, new address ID codes are
assigned. For example, any new address to which sample unit members moved during the 2002
SPD is numbered from 161 to 169.

Households are defined at each cross sectional time point in this file: 1992, 1993, 1994, 1997,
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002. If you would like to look at the household configuration in
any given year, use the IHHKEY variable appropriate for that year. For example, to look at the
1999 household structure, use IHHKEY99. The IHHKEY variables are a concatenation of
SIPP_PNL; PP_ID and ADDID for a specific year. For example, IHHKEY99 is SIPP_PNL,;
PP_ID and ADDIDE?.
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The unique household identifier is a 15 digit code which can be matched to the longitudinal files.
The first three digits identify the SIPP Panel (B12 for the 1992 SIPP Panel or B13 for the 1993
SIPP Panel). The next nine digits identify the sample unit identification number, and the last
three digits identify the current address ID.

File Structure

The file is a rectangular person-level file. Household and Family level variables are included on
the record for every person in the household.

Edits
The third longitudinal file is a fully edited and imputed data set.
Topcoding of Variables

To protect against the possibility that a user may recognize the identity of a SPD respondent with
a very high income, income from every source is topcoded so that no individual amounts above
$100,000 are revealed. This topcode amount is consistent with the topcoding for the 1992 and
1993 SIPP panels. Other economic variables are topcoded at the 97 percentile level, meaning the
top 3 percent of values are not disclosed. Variables that have been topcoded will have a "T" in
the second to the right position. NOTE: Aggregate amounts (PTOTVLR, PERNVLR, etc.) use
topcoded amounts as input.

We topcode age by bottom coding year of birth. For the Third Longitudinal SPD file no age will
be older than 92.

Weighting

The SPD panel universe is initially represented by all of the original sample people from the
SIPP panels 1992 and 1993. Each and everyone of these original sample people has an initial
weight. A description of the SIPP panel 1992 and 1993 samples, the SPD Bridge (1997) sample,
and the SPD 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002 samples are provided in the Source and
Accuracy Statement section. As a background for describing the weighting procedure for the
SPD third longitudinal file, all of the SPD sample components are briefly described below.

Each SPD sample collected annual socioeconomic and health insurance data from the previous
year from the sample households but collected demographic data for the current year similar to
the March supplement of the Current Population Survey (CPS). Therefore, the March CPS
instrument (questionnaire) was used directly for collecting data from the SPD Bridge sample.
For the data collection of other SPD samples (SPD 1998 through SPD 2002), the March CPS
instrument was used with necessary modifications, mainly to accommodate additional topics
included in the data collection.

The first SPD sample was fielded in 1997 and is referred to as the SPD Bridge. It consisted of

the sample households that were interviewed in the last waves of the SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993
and their spawned households up to the time of SPD Bridge data collection. The last interview
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waves for SIPP Panel 1992 were wave 9 for rotation 1 and wave 10 for rotations 2, 3, and 4. The
last interview wave for SIPP Panel 1993 is wave 9 for all four rotations.

Due to budget constraints, a sample cut was made for SPD 1998. All SPD Bridge
non-interviewed sample households were excluded from the SPD 1998 sample. In addition, the
SPD Bridge interviewed households and the SPD Bridge type B non-interviewed households
(entirely institutionalized households) were classified into six strata based on the primary family
income level and the presence of children under age 18 in the household as described in the
Source and Accuracy Statement section. Households were randomly selected, from each of the
six strata at a sampling rate specified in the Source and Accuracy Statement section, to be
included in the SPD 1998 sample (plus the households spawned from them up to the SPD 1998
data collection time). The sampling rate was also referred to as the 1998 sample cut factor and
denoted by SCF98. The SPD 1998 sample and their subsequently spawned households as a
whole were referred to as the SPD basic sample component or the SPD core sample
component.

The SPD 1999 sample was a direct carryover from the SPD basic sample component (the SPD
1998 sample plus their spawned households up to the time of SPD 1999 data collection). Thus,
the SPD 1999 sample consisted of only the SPD basic sample component (like the SPD 1998
sample).

SPD Bridge Type A (direct and indirect interview refusal) and Type D (moved to an unknown
address) non-interviewed households were partially brought back and added to the SPD 2000
sample in order to increase its degree of representativeness. The SPD Bridge Type A and Type
D non-interviewed households were classified into five strata based on the primary family
income level and the presence of children under age 18 in the household as described in the
Source and Accuracy Statement section. (The SPD Bridge non-interviewed households were
classified into five strata instead of six strata like the SPD core sample component because the
SPD Bridge Type B non-interviewed households were included as a stratum by themselves
among the six strata in the SPD 1998 sample cut for creating the SPD core sample component.)
Households were randomly selected, from each of the five strata at a sample rate specified in the
Source and Accuracy Statement section, to be included in the SPD 2000 sample (plus the
households spawned from them up to the SPD 2000 data collection time). This sampling rate
was also referred to as the Bridge non-interviewed sample cut factor and denoted by SCFBNI.
These added sample households and their subsequently spawned sample households as whole
were referred to as the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component. Thus, the SPD 2000
sample consisted of the SPD basic sample component and the SPD Bridge non-interviewed
sample component.

SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 (wave 2 and beyond) Type A and Type D non-interviewed
households were partially brought back and added to the SPD 2001 sample in order to increase
further its degree of representativeness. The SIPP Type A and Type D non-interviewed
households were classified into five strata based on the primary family income level and the
presence of children under age 18 in the household in wave 1 as described in the Source and
Accuracy Statement section. Households were randomly selected, from each of the five strata at
a sampling rate specified in the Source and Accuracy Statement section, to be included in the
SPD 2001 sample (plus the households spawned from them up to the SPD 2001 data collection
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time). This sampling rate was also referred to as the SIPP non-interviewed sample cut factor and
denoted by SCFSNI. These added sample households and their subsequently spawned sample
households as a whole were referred to as the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample
component. Thus, the SPD 2001 sample consisted of the SPD basic sample component, the SPD
Bridge non-interviewed sample component, and the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample
component.

Due to budget constraints, a sample cut was made for SPD 2002. SPD 2001 interviewed and
Type A, B, and D non-interviewed households were classified into six strata based on the
primary family income level and the presence of children under age 18 in the household as
described in the Source and Accuracy Statement section. Households were randomly selected,
from each of the six strata at a sampling rate specified in the Source and Accuracy Statement
section, to be included in the SPD 2002 sample (plus the households spawned from them up to
the SPD 2002 data collection time). The sampling rate was also referred to as the 2002 sample
cut factor and denoted by SCF02.

The original (100-level) sample people (including children) who (a) permanently (continuously)
became a non-interviewed sample person starting at any point after wave 1 in the SIPP panel
1992 or 1993 for one or more of the following reasons: through death, moving out of the
country, being institutionalized, and living in armed forces barracks, and (b) did not return later
to the SPD core sample component or the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component or the
SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, were classified as a pre SPD panel
universe leaver (or a 1992/1993 SIPP panel universe leaver). To account for these pre SPD
panel universe leavers, they were added as another sample component to the SPD third
longitudinal file for internal users and the SPD third longitudinal file for public users. This
sample component was referred to as the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component.

In the SPD 1998 sample cut, an SPD Bridge sample household not interviewed in the SPD
Bridge (1997) because of the entire household being deceased or moving out of the country or
moving to live in armed forces barracks was excluded from being selected into the SPD 1998
during the SPD 1998 sample cut. A sample household not interviewed because of the entire
household being deceased or moving out of the country or moving to live in armed forces
barracks was referred to as a type C* non-interviewed sample household. Similarly, in bringing
back some of the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample households into the SPD 2000 sample
(the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component), the SPD Bridge type C* non-interviewed
sample households were also excluded from being selected. Therefore, by definition, an original
sample person in the SPD Bridge sample who belonged to an SPD Bridge type C* non-
interviewed sample household and did not return later to the SPD core sample component or the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component or the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample
component was classified as an SPD panel universe leaver. These SPD panel universe leavers
were referred to as the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers (to distinguish them from the pre
SPD panel universe leavers). For easy reference later, the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers
as a whole were referred to as the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component. By
definition, the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component included only the original
sample persons belonging to a type C* non-interviewed Bridge sample household but did not
include the following two additional groups (labeled as group Al and group A2) of the pre 1998
SPD panel universe leavers. Namely, group Al consisted of the original sample people

3-5



belonging to an interviewed SPD Bridge sample household who either died or permanently
moved out of the country or permanently moved to live in armed forces barracks during the
period between the ending of the SIPP 1992/1993 panel and the fielding of the SPD Bridge
sample. Group A2 consisted of the original sample people who (a) belonged to a non-
interviewed SPD Bridge sample household that was not type C* and was not qualified to be
selected (sub-sampled) into the SPD Bridge non-interview sample component because it was not
a type A (direct/indirect refusal) non-interviewed household or a type D (moved to an unknown
address) non-interviewed household, and (b) either died or permanently institutionalized or
permanently moved out of the country or permanently moved to live in armed forced barracks
during the period between the ending of the SIPP 1992/1993 panel and fielding of the SPD
Bridge sample. [Like the type C* pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers, group Al and group A2
also have no representation in the SPD Bridge non-interview sample component.] Hereinafter,
the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers in group Al and group A2 are referred to as not-type-
C* pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers. Unfavorably, the not-type-C* pre 1998 SPD panel
universe leavers could not be directly accounted for because of the following two reasons.
Reason 1 - the SPD Bridge survey instrument (same as the CPS March survey instrument) could
not identify the not-type-C* pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers (group Al and group A2) as
reflected in the definition of the variable RSNNIE7 in the data dictionary. Reason 2 - data were
not collected for the period between the ending of the SIPP 1992/1993 panel and prior to fielding
the SPD Bridge (1997) sample, thus, no data is available even just for partial identification of the
not-type-C* pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers (group Al and group A2). However, this
necessary exclusion of the not-type-C* pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers should have a
practically negligible effect for the following three reasons: (a) the not-type C* SPD panel
universe leavers are only a part of all pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers, (b) the number of all
pre 1998 SPD panel universe leavers is only a fraction of all types of SPD panel universe leavers
accrued over the course of 10 years (from 1992 through 2002), and (c) the not-type-C* pre 1998
SPD panel universe leavers was also indirectly and optimally accounted for through the non-
interview weight adjustment and the second stage (post-stratification) weight adjustment.

[Note that, unlike the SPD Bridge sample, the survey instrument used for the SPD 1998 sample
through SPD 2002 sample can identify the not-type-C* SPD panel universe leavers in the period
between the fielding of the SPD 1998 and the fielding of the SPD 2002 as reflected in the
definition of the variables RSNNIE8, RSNNIE9, RSNNIEO, RSNNIE1, and RSNNIEX in the
data dictionary.]

Similarly, in the SPD 2002 sample cut, (a) the type C* non-interviewed sample households in the
SPD 2001 sample were excluded from being selected (sub-sampled) into the SPD 2002 sample,
and (b) the non-interviewed sample households in the SPD 2001, for any reasons other than type
C* (defined in the second preceding paragraph), type A (direct/indirect refusal) or type B (entire
household institutionalized) or type D (moved to an unknown address), were also excluded from
being selected (sub-sampled) into the SPD 2002 sample. Hereinafter, a non-interviewed sample
household for any reasons other than type C*, type A, type B, and type D is referred to as a type
O* non-interview sample household. [For example, a non-interviewed sample household due to
only children remained in the household is a type O* non-interviewed sample households.]
Namely, the type C* and type O* non-interviewed sample households in the SPD 2001 sample
were not represented in the SPD 2002 sample. The type C* non-interviewed households in the
SPD 1998 sample were not carried over to the SPD 1999, 2000, and 2001 samples. Similarly,
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the type C* non-interviewed sample households in the SPD 1999 sample were not carried over to
the SPD 2000 and 2001 samples; and the type C* non-interviewed sample households in the
SPD 2000 sample were not carried over to the SPD 2001 samples. Consequently, like type C*
non-interviewed sample households in the SPD 2001 sample, the type C* non-interviewed
sample households in the SPD 1998, 1999, and 2000 samples were not represented in the SPD
2002 sample as well. On contrary, the type O* non-interviewed sample households in the SPD
1998 sample were carried over to the SPD 1999, 2000, and 2001 samples; the type O* non-
interviewed sample households in the SPD 1999 sample were carried over to the SPD 2000 and
2001 sample; and the type O* non-interviewed sample households in the SPD 2000 were carried
over to the SPD 2001 sample. Therefore, the type O* non-interviewed sample households in the
SPD 1998, 1999, and 2000 samples were directly represented (carried over) in the SPD 2001
sample.

Based on the discussion in the previous paragraph, the original sample people who belonged (a)
a type C* non-interviewed sample household in the SPD 1998 sample and did not return later to
the SPD 1999 sample or the SPD 2000 sample or the SPD 2001 sample or the SPD 2002 sample,
or (b) a type C* non-interviewed sample household in the SPD 1999 sample and did not return
later to the SPD 2000 sample or the SPD 2001 sample or the SPD 2002 sample, or (c) a type C*
non-interviewed sample household in the SPD 2000 sample and did not return later to the SPD
2001 sample or the SPD 2002 sample, or (d) a type C* non-interviewed sample household in the
SPD 2001 sample and did not return later to the SPD 2002 sample are classified as the SPD
panel universe leavers occurring/being-identified in the period between the fielding of the SPD
1998 sample and the fielding of the SPD 2001 sample (prior to the SPD 2002 sample cut).
Hereinafter, these SPD panel universe leavers are referred to as the type C* pre 2002 SPD panel
universe leavers. Similarly, the original sample people who (a) belonged to a type O* non-
interviewed sample household in the SPD 2001 sample and (b) died or permanently
institutionalized or permanently moved to live in armed forced barracks or permanently moved
out of the country in the period between the fielding of the SPD 1998 sample and the fielding of
the SPD 2001 sample and did not return later to the SPD 2002 sample are also classified the SPD
panel universe leavers occurring/being-identified in the period between the fielding of the SPD
1998 sample and the fielding of the SPD 2001 sample (prior to the SPD 2002 sample cut).
Hereinafter, these SPD panel universe leavers are referred to as the type O* pre 2002 SPD panel
universe leavers. [Note that only the type O* non-interviewed households in the SPD 2001
sample are considered in classifying the type O* pre 2002 SPD panel universe leavers because
the type O* non-interviewed sample households in the SPD 1998, 1999, and 2000 samples were
directly represented (carried over) as described in the previous paragraph.] Therefore, the
complete set of the SPD panel universe leavers occurring/being-identified in the period between
the fielding of the SPD 1998 sample and the fielding of the SPD 2001 sample (prior to the SPD
2002 sample cut) are composed of the type C* pre 2002 SPD panel universe leavers and the type
O* pre 2002 SPD panel universe leavers. Hereinafter, an SPD panel universe leaver belonging
to this complete set is referred to as a pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver and this complete set
per se is referred to as the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample component.

By definition, the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample component is a part (subset) of the
SPD core sample component, the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component, and the SIPP

1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, prior to the 2002 sample cut. In addition, the pre
2002 SPD panel universe leavers in either the SPD 1998 sample or the SPD 1999 sample
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belonged only to the SPD core sample component (because the SPD 1998 and 1999 samples
consisted of only the SPD core sample component). The pre SPD 2002 panel universe leavers in
the SPD 2000 sample belonged either to the SPD core sample component or the SPD Bridge
non-interviewed sample component (because the SPD 2000 consisted of both the SPD core
sample component and the SPD Bridge non-interview sample component). Lastly, the pre SPD
2002 panel universe leavers in the SPD 2001 sample belonged either to the SPD core sample
component or the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component or the SIPP 1992/1993 non-
interviewed sample component (because the SPD 2002 sample consisted of all of the three
sample components).

Note that, the size of cohort type O* of the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leavers should be small
and should be much smaller than the size of cohort type C* of the pre 2002 SPD panel universe

leavers because the number of type O* non-interviewed sample households is typically small in

comparison with the number of other type of non-interviewed sample households.

Analytically, the five sample components: the SPD core sample component, the SPD Bridge
non-interviewed sample component, the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component,
the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component, and the pre 1998 SPD panel universe
leaver sample component, along with their combined panel and sample cut or subsampling
factors), all together fully represented all of the original sample people from the SIPP panels
1992 and 1993 up to the SPD 2001. Similarly, the six sample components: the SPD core sample
component, the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component, the SIPP 1992/1993 non-
interviewed sample component, the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component, the pre
1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component, and the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver
sample component, along with their combined sample and sample cut or subsampling factors, all
together fully represented all of the original sample people from the SIPP panels 1992 and 1993
up to the SPD 2002. Therefore, only the original sample people in these six sample components
need to be considered in the weighting process associated with the SPD panel universe, for the
SPD third longitudinal file.

Within the SPD core sample component, the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component,
and the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, the SPD panel universe leavers
were classified as described below.

As discussed earlier, the SPD Bridge (1997) was fielded using the CPS instrument
(questionnaire) for its data collection almost without any modifications. The CPS instrument
was not designed to include or follow any sample persons who used to live in an interviewed
sample household in the previous interview month (cycle) but did not live in this interviewed
sample household in the current interview month (cycle) for any reasons (e.g., died, moved to
live elsewhere, etc.). Thus, an original sample person who used to live in an SPD Bridge
interviewed sample household (during the SIPP panel 1992/1993) but no longer lived in this
sample household during the SPD Bridge interview cycle was excluded (by the SPD Bridge/CPS
instrument) from the sample household’s member roster without recording the reason for which
he/she was not interviewed, i.e., his/her reason for being non-interviewed in the SPD Bridge is
indeterminate (not known). Consequently, the SPD Bridge interview outcomes (including
reasons for non-interview) of the original sample persons in the SPD core (basic) sample
component and the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component were not considered in
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classifying their SPD panel universe leaver statuses. However, for the SPD 1998 through the
SPD 2002, the SPD instrument was modified to follow the original sample persons who moved
and to record the non-interview reasons of each individual sample person.

The SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component was fielded again in 2000 (as part of the
SPD 2000 sample) through the SPD 2002 (for the portion that survived the 2002 sample cut).
Therefore, the SPD panel universe leaver statuses of the original sample persons in the SPD
Bridge non-interviewed sample component were classified based only on the SPD 2000 through
the SPD 2002. Similarly, the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component was fielded in
the SPD 2001 (as part of the SPD 2001 sample) through the SPD 2002 (for the portion that
survived the 2002 sample cut). Therefore, the SPD panel universe leaver statuses of the original
sample persons in the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component were classified based
only on the SPD 2001 and the SPD 2002.

Based on the above discussion, an original sample person belonging to the SPD core sample
component was classified as a 2000 SPD panel universe leaver if he/she continuously
(permanently) became a non-interviewed sample person starting at any point between the SPD
1998 and the SPD 2000 for one or more of the following reasons: through death, moving out of
the country, being institutionalized, and living in armed forces barracks. Similarly, an original
sample person belonging to the SPD core sample component was classified as a 2001 SPD panel
universe leaver if he/she continuously (permanently) became a non-interviewed sample person
starting at any point between the SPD 1998 and the SPD 2001 for one or more of the following
reasons: through death, moving out of the country, being institutionalized, and living in armed
forces barracks. Lastly, an original sample person belonging to the SPD core sample component
and surviving the SPD 2002 sample cut was classified as a 2002 SPD panel universe leaver if
he/she continuously (permanently) became a non-interviewed sample person starting at any point
between the SPD 1998 and the SPD 2002 for one or more of the following reasons: through
death, moving out of the country, being institutionalized, and living in armed forces barracks.

An original sample person belonging to the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component was
classified as a 2000 SPD panel universe leaver if he/she became a non-interviewed sample
person in the SPD 2000 for one of the following reasons: through death, moving out of the
country, being institutionalized, and living in armed forces barracks. Similarly, an original
sample person belonging to the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component was classified
as a 2001 SPD panel universe leaver if he/she continuously (permanently) became a non-
interviewed sample person starting at any point between the SPD 2000 and the SPD 2001 (or
equivalently, in the SPD 2000 and the SPD 2001 or in the SPD 2001) for one or more of the
following reasons: through death, moving out of the country, being institutionalized, and living
in armed forces barracks. Lastly, an original sample person belonging to the SPD Bridge non-
interviewed sample component and surviving the SPD 2002 sample cut was classified as a 2002
SPD panel universe leaver if he/she continuously (permanently) became a non-interviewed
sample person starting at any point between the SPD 2000 and the SPD 2002 for one or more of
the following reasons: through death, moving out of the country, being institutionalized, and
living in armed forces barracks.

An original sample person belonging to the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component
was classified as a 2001 SPD panel universe leaver if he/she became a non-interviewed sample
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person in the SPD 2001 for one of the following reasons: through death, moving out of the
country, being institutionalized, and living in armed forces barracks. Similarly, an original
sample person belonging to the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component and
surviving the SPD 2002 sample cut was classified as a 2002 SPD panel universe leaver if he/she
continuously (permanently) became a non-interviewed sample person starting at any point
between the SPD 2001 and the SPD 2002 (or equivalently, in the SPD 2001 and the SPD 2002 or
in the SPD 2002) for one or more of the following reasons: through death, moving out of the
country, being institutionalized, and living in armed forces barracks. Note that there was no
2000 SPD panel universe leaver in the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component
because this sample component was fielded for the first time in 2001 (as part of the SPD 2001
sample).

In the weighting processes for the SPD first and second longitudinal files, only the SPD core
sample component was employed to eventually represent the SPD panel universe. Unlike the
SPD first and second longitudinal files, to increase the degree of representativeness and
reliability level of both the traditional and quasi-longitudinal panel weight sets (for making
estimates), the weighting processes for the SPD third longitudinal file employed all six sample
components (the SPD core sample component, the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample
component, the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, the pre SPD panel universe
leaver sample component, the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component, and the
pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample component) as mentioned above.

The SPD panel universe was initially represented by all of the original (100-level) sample people
for the SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993. Each and every one of these original sample people had an
initial weight assigned per a procedure described later in this section (the Weighting section).
Due to non-response in both the SIPP and the SPD, the sample cuts in the SPD 1998 and the
SPD 2002, and the partial bringing back of the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample households
since the SPD 2000 and the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample households, the initial
weights of the respondents (including the pre SPD, pre 1998 SPD, pre 2002 SPD, and SPD panel
universe leavers classified as a respondent) had to be adjusted to significantly compensate for the
bias induced by the longitudinal non-respondents (including the pre SPD and SPD panel
universe leavers not classified as a longitudinal respondent) based on the weighting process
described later in this section (the Weighting section). Through the weighting process, the SPD
panel universe was eventually represented by the original sample people who have longitudinal
positive weights. Since the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component and the pre
SPD panel universe leaver sample component are not part of the SPD Bridge (1997) sample, the
demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the original sample people in these two
sample components needed for the weighting process were obtained from the cross-sectional
and/or longitudinal files of the SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993.

For conciseness, we also referred to each of the six sample components as follows:
Sample Component 1 - The SPD core (basic) sample component.
Sample Component 2 - The SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component.

Sample Component 3 - The SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component.
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Sample Component 4 - The pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component.
Sample Component 5 - The pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component.

Sample Component 6 - The pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample component.
[Note that sample component 6 is a part (subset) of sample components 1, 2, and 3 prior
to the SPD 2002 sample cut. The part of sample component 6 that belongs to sample
component 1 is labeled as sample component 16, the part of sample component 6 that
belongs to sample component 2 is labeled as sample component 26, and the part of
sample component 6 that belongs to sample component 3 is labeled as sample component
36. By definition, sample component 6 consists of sample component 16, sample
component 26, and sample component 36. Such partition of sample component 6 serves
as a means to fully describe the association of sample component 6 with sample
component 1, sample component 2, and sample component 3.]

All key terms used in the weighting process described in the section (the Weighting section)
were provided in the Glossary section.

There were two sets of weights provided for the sample people on the SPD third longitudinal
file. These two sets of weights were referred to as the traditional longitudinal panel weight set
and the quasi-longitudinal panel weight set as described in this section (the Weighting section),
respectively.

For conciseness, a sample person was classified (or referred to) as interviewed at a given time
(i.e., a wave in the SIPP or a year in the SPD) if he/she was a self or proxy or imputed
respondent at that given time.

Traditional Longitudinal Panel Weight Set

To fully utilize the SPD core sample component for both before and after the SPD 2002 sample
cut, two weights were created for the traditional longitudinal panel weight set. Let SPDTLWO01
stand for the first weight and SPDTLWO2 stand for the second weight. SPDTLWOL1 covers the
SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 up to the SPD 2001, and SPDTLWO02 covers the SIPP Panels 1992
and 1993 up to the SPD 2002. Each of SPDTLWO01 and SPDTLWO02 supercedes the traditional
longitudinal panel weight (SPDLNWGT) provided on the SPD first and second longitudinal
files. (Note that the SPD third longitudinal file also supercedes the SPD first and second
longitudinal files.)

Namely, for SPDTLWOL, only the original sample people belonging to one of the following
cohorts have a positive SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO01 > 0).

Cohort TLWO1A - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), and had positive SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal panel
weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal panel
interviewed sample person), and were interviewed in the SPD Bridge (1997) and the SPD
1998 through the SPD 2001.
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Cohort TLWO1B - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), and had positive SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal panel
weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal panel
interviewed sample person), and were interviewed or were institutionalized or moved to
live in armed forces barracks or moved out of the country in each SPD cycle (the SPD
Bridge, the SPD 1998, ...) until they became a 2001 SPD panel universe leaver.

Cohort TLWO1C - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 4 (the
pre SPD panel universe leaver component) and had positive SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal
panel weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal
panel interviewed sample person).

Cohort TLWO1D - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 5 (the
pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component), and had positive SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel interviewed sample person).

All other sample people (original and non-original) have a zero SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO01 = 0).
The initial weights of the original sample people in (1) the SPD core sample component but not
belonging to cohorts TLWO1A or TLWO01B defined above, (2) the SPD Bridge non-interviewed
sample component, (3) the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, (4) the pre SPD
panel universe leaver sample component but not belonging to cohort TLWO01C, and (5) the pre
1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component but not belonging to cohort TLWO01D, along
with their combined panel and sample cut or subsampling factors, were transferred to the
original sample people in cohorts TLWO1A to TLWO01D (defined above) through the
non-interview weight adjustment process as described later in this section (the Weighting
section). The non-interview adjusted weights of this group (cohorts TLWO01A to TLWO01D) of
original sample people were then further adjusted to match a set of controls (benchmark
population estimates) for the SPD panel universe (defined in the Glossary section) to obtain the
final weights based on the second stage weight adjustment process as described later in this
section (the Weighting section). As a result of this weighting, the SPD panel universe is
represented by the original sample people who have positive SPDTLWO0L1 (on the SPD third
longitudinal file) for the period between 1992 through 2001.

For SPDTLWO2, only the original sample people belonging to one of the following cohorts have
a positive SPDTLWO02 (SPDTLWO02 > 0).

Cohort TLWO2A - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample cut, and had positive SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel interviewed sample person), and were interviewed in the
SPD Bridge (1997), and the SPD 1998 through SPD 2002.

Cohort TLWO02B - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample cut, and had positive SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP

1992/1993 longitudinal panel interviewed sample person), and were interviewed or were
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institutionalized or moved to live in armed forces barracks or moved out of the country in
each SPD cycle (the SPD Bridge, the SPD 1998, ...) until they became a 2002 SPD panel
universe leaver.

Cohort TLWO02C - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 4 (the
pre SPD panel universe leaver component), and had positive SIPP 1992/1993
longitudinal panel weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP 1992/1993
longitudinal panel interviewed sample person).

Cohort TLWO02D - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 5 (the
pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component) and had positive SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP
1992/1993 longitudinal panel interviewed sample person).

Cohort TLWOZ2E - The original sample people who belonged to both sample component 1
(the SPD core sample component), and sample component 6 (the pre 2002 SPD panel
universe leaver sample component), and had positive SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal panel
weights (which implies he/she was classified as a SIPP 1992/1993 longitudinal panel
interviewed sample person), and were interviewed or were deceased or were
institutionalized or moved to live in armed forces barracks or moved out of the country in
each of the SPD Bridge and the SPD 1998 through the SPD 2000. [Note that the SPD
2001 interview outcomes were not used in defining cohort TLWOZ2E because, by
definition, a pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver had to remain to be or just became an
SPD panel universe leaver in the SPD 2001 sample.]

All other sample people (original and non-original) will have a zero SPDTLWO02 (SPDTLWO02 =
0). The initial weights of the original sample people in (1) the SPD core sample component but
not belonging cohorts TLW02A, TLWO02B, or TLWO2E defined above, (2) the SPD Bridge non-
interviewed sample component, (3) the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, (4)
the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component but not belonging to cohort TLWO02C, and
(5) the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component but not belonging to cohort
TLWO02D, along with their combined panel and sample cut or subsampling factors, were
transferred to the original sample people in cohorts TLW02A, TLWO02B, TLW02C, TLW02D
and TLWO2E (defined above) through the non-interview weight adjustment process as described
later in this section (the Weighting section). The non-interview adjusted weights of this group
(cohorts TLWO2A to TLWOZ2E) of original sample people were then further adjusted to match a
set of controls (benchmark population estimates) for the SPD panel universe (defined in the
Glossary section) to obtain the final weights based on the second stage weight adjustment
process as described later in this section (the Weighting section). As a result of this weighting,
the SPD panel universe is represented by the original sample people who have positive
SPDTLWO02 (on the SPD third longitudinal file) for the period between 1992 through 2002.

By definitions, SPDTLWO01 and SPDTLWO02 can be used for longitudinal analyses or estimates
of time variant characteristics between or within the time period spanning from 1992 through
2001, and from 1992 thru 2002, respectively. For longitudinal analyses between or within the
time period spanning from 1992 through 2001, SPDTLWOL1 is preferred to SPDTLWO02 because
there are more original sample people with positive SPDTLWO1 than those with positive
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SPDTLWO2. Thus, for an estimate that can be made based on either SPDTLWOL1 or
SPDTLWO02, SPDTLWO1 will render a more accurate standard error for the estimate than
SPDTLWO2.

The advantage of using SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO02) for analyses and estimates as opposed to the
quasi-longitudinal panel weights (described in the Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight Set section)
is that all of the original sample people with positive SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO02) have more data
across time from 1992 to 2001 (1992 to 2002) than other cohorts of original sample people.
However, any analyses and estimates using SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO02) are automatically limited
to using only the data collected from the original sample people who were interviewed in each
and every wave of either the SIPP Panel 1992 or 1993, and in the SPD 1997 through SPD 2001
(the SPD 1997 through SPD 2002). Therefore, this limitation precludes us from taking
advantage of the data collected from the original sample people who were interviewed in wave 1
of the SIPP Panel 1992 or 1993, and were interviewed in part of the SPD 1997 through SPD
2001 (2002) in the entire SPD sample (the SPD core, SPD Bridge non-interviewed, and SIPP
1992/1993 non-interviewed sample components combined) as accounted for in the quasi-
longitudinal panel weight set. The data from these original sample people is particularly useful
for more accurate evaluation (in terms of larger effective sample size) of their gross changes
between 1993 (prior to the welfare reform) and the year 2000 or 2001 or 2002 (after the welfare
reform). Consequently, the quasi-longitudinal panel weight set was derived to take advantage of
the data from these original sample people (as described in the Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight
Set section).

Special Weight Assignment Associated with SPDTLWO01 for Some Non-original
Sample Children

To provide a means for estimating the annual or calendar characteristics of young
children using the data on the SPD third longitudinal file based on SPDTLWO01, the
characteristics of the non-original (200+ level) sample children born after wave 1 of the
SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 must be also taken into account. To enable an accounting for
the characteristics of these non-original sample children in any annual estimates, positive
weights were assigned (based on SPDTLWO1) to a cohort of these non-original sample
children in the following manner. For each non-original sample child aged nine and
below in 2001 if originated from the SIPP Panel 1992, and aged eight and below in 2001
if originated from the SIPP Panel 1993, and if the child’s designated parent is an original
sample person with positive SPDTLWAO0L1, a positive weight associated with the
traditional longitudinal panel weight SPDTLWO1 was assigned to the child based on a
procedure described later in the Procedure for Calculating the Traditional Longitudinal
Panel Weight SPDTLWO1 and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDTAWO01 section. This
SPD annual weight is denoted by SPDTAWO01. Since SPDTAWO01 was adjusted to match
various population controls (benchmark estimates) in June 2001 for children aged nine
and below, the weights of these non-original children (SPDTAWO1) together with the
traditional longitudinal panel weight (SPDTLWO1) of the original sample adults and
children enable the users to make annual estimates of young children’s characteristics up
to 2001, and the annual estimates for 2001 are theoretically more accurate than other
earlier years (because of the June 2001 population controls). Due to this and the
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derivation method of SPDTAWO1, the annual weight SPDTAWO01 should be used for
estimating any pre 2001 and 2001 annual characteristics of young children associated
with the SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight. (Note that, as mentioned earlier, the
SPD third longitudinal file along with its longitudinal weights supersede the SPD first
and second longitudinal files along with their longitudinal weights including the
associated annual weights for young children.)

Special Weight Assignment Associated with SPDTLWO02 for Some Non-original
Sample Children

To provide a means for estimating the annual or calendar characteristics of young
children using the data on the SPD third longitudinal file based on SPDTLWO02, the
characteristics of the non-original (200+ level) sample children born after wave 1 of the
SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 must be also taken into account. To enable an accounting for
the characteristics of these non-original sample children in any annual estimates, positive
weights were assigned (based on SPDTLWO02) to a cohort of these non-original sample
children in the following manner. For each non-original sample child aged ten and below
in 2002 if originated from the SIPP Panel 1992, and aged nine and below in 2002 if
originated from the SIPP Panel 1993, and if the child’s designated parent is an original
sample person with positive SPDTLWO02, a positive weight associated with the
traditional longitudinal panel weight SPDTLWO02 was assigned to the child based on a
procedure described later in the Procedure for Calculating the Traditional Longitudinal
Panel Weight SPDTLWO02 and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDTAWO2 section. This
SPD annual weight is denoted by SPDTAWO02. Since SPDTAWO02 was adjusted to match
various population controls in June 2002 for children aged ten and below, the weights of
these non-original children (SPDTAWO02) together with the traditional longitudinal panel
weight (SPDTLWO02) of the original sample adults and children enable the users to make
annual estimates of young children’s characteristics up to 2002, and the annual estimates
for 2002 are theoretically more accurate than other earlier years (because of the June
2002 population controls). On the basis of the derivation methods of SPDTAWO1 and
SPDTAWO2, (a) the annual weight SPDTAWO?2 is preferred for estimating any 2002
annual characteristics of young children associated with an SPD traditional longitudinal
panel weight, and (b) the traditional annual weight SPDTAWOL1 is preferred for
estimating any pre 2002 characteristics of young children associated with an SPD
traditional longitudinal panel weight. (Note that, as mentioned earlier, the SPD third
longitudinal file along with its longitudinal weights supersede the SPD first and second
longitudinal files along with their longitudinal weights including the associated annual
weights for young children.)

An description on (a) how to use SPDTAWO01 and SPDTAWO02 for making annual
estimates of young children’s characteristics and (b) the advantage and disadvantage of
using SPDTLWOL1 versus using SPDTLWO02 for making an annual estimate was provided
in a subsection titled “Estimation” and in table 8 of the Source and Accuracy Statement
section.
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Procedure for Calculating the 2001 SPD Traditional Longitudinal Panel Weight
SPDTLWO1 and its Associated Annual Weight SPDTAWO01

The procedure used for calculating the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight
SPDTLWO1 and its associated longitudinal annual weight SPDTAWO1 of the sample people on
the SPD third longitudinal file is summarized in the seven steps provided below. (Note that the
calculation procedure for SPDTAWOL is in step 7.)

STEP 1 - March 1993 was chosen as the reference point in time (control date) for the
SPD panel universe used for measuring the effect of the welfare reform. Namely, the
SPD panel universe consists of persons (including children) residing in the United States
households and persons living in group quarters in March 1993. (Note that persons
living in military barracks and institutions, such as prisons and nursing homes, are
excluded.) The SPD panel universe is represented by combining the SIPP Panels 1992
and 1993 into one sample. The effect of the welfare reform can be assessed based on the
various longitudinal (time dependent) characteristics of the people in the SPD panel
universe.

STEP 2 - An initial weight (IW) was assigned to each of the original sample persons
(including children). An original sample person is a person who at the time of wave 1
interview resided in an interviewed sample household or group quarter. The inverse of
this initial weight represents the probability of an original sample person residing in an
interviewed Wave 1 sample household in either the SIPP Panel 1992 or 1993, depending
on which SIPP panel he/she originally belonged. Thus, by definition, the initial weights
were expressed as follows:

Each SIPP Panel 1992 original sample person received an initial weight of his/her SIPP
Panel 1992 household base weight x his/her SIPP Panel 1992 Wave 1 household
non-interview adjustment factor.

Each SIPP Panel 1993 original sample person received an initial weight of the SIPP
Panel 1993 household base weight x his/her SIPP Panel 1993 Wave 1 household
non-interview adjustment factor.

For every sample person who either is not an original sample person (200+ level) or is an
original sample person but does not belong to one of the sample components 1 through 5

(defined earlier), his/her 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight SPDTLWO01 was
assigned as zero (SPDTLWO1 = 0) and he/she was then excluded from further processing
in the weighting calculation with respect to SPDTLWO01.

STEP 3 - Since each of the SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 (samples) is a nationally
representative sample by itself, combining them into one sample reduces the weight of
each panel sample person proportionately to their sample sizes. The two SIPP Panels
1992 and 1993 started in wave 1 and ended in their last wave with approximately the
same sample sizes, and their wave-by-wave sample sizes (total eligible households),
household response rates, and Type A and Type D non-response rates were
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approximately the same for both panels. Based on the sample selection procedure
(described earlier), the SPD Bridge sample also consisted of approximately equal number
of sample households from each of SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993. Likewise, the SIPP
1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component also consisted of approximately equal
number of Type A and Type D non-interviewed sample households from each of SIPP
Panels 1992 and 1993. Therefore, a combined panel factor (CPF) of 0.5 was assigned to
each original sample person in sample components 1 through 5. Namely, the weight
(CPAW) of each original sample person after accounting for the panel combining effect
was expressed in terms of IW and CPF as

CPAW = IW x CPF.
STEP 4 - The weight CPAW of each of the original sample person in sample
components 1 to 5 was adjusted to account for the sample cut or subsampling effect in
the following manner. Let EIWTLO1 denote the weight to be obtained from this
adjustment. By the definition of EIWTLOL specified below, EIWTLO1 represents the
effective initial weight of each original sample person in sample components 1 to 5 prior
to the non-interview weight adjustment in the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
weighting process. Namely, EIWTLO1 was defined as described below.
For sample component 1 - the SPD core sample component,

EIWTLO1 = CPAW x SCF98 = IW x CPF x SCF98,
where SCF98 represents the SPD 1998 sample cut factor.
For sample component 2 - the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component,

EIWTLO1 = CPAW x SCFBNI = IW x CPF x SCFBNI,

where SCFBNI represents the subsampling factor associated with the SPD Bridge sample
component.

For sample component 3 - the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component,
EIWTLO1 = CPAW x SCFSNI = IW x CPF x SCFSNI,

where SCFSNI represents the subsampling factor associated with the SIPP 1992/1993
non-interviewed sample component.

For sample component 4 - the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
EIWTLO1 = CPAW = IW x CPF.
For sample component 5 - the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component,

EIWTLO1 = CPAW = IW x CPF.
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STEP 5 - The original sample persons in the five sample components were divided into
two groups as follows: the first group consisted of the original sample persons who were
qualified as the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample persons.
The second group consisted of the original sample persons who were not qualified as the
2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample persons. Hereinafter, the
second group is referred to as the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-
interviewed sample persons.

For sample component 1 - the SPD core sample component, (a) an original sample
person belonging to cohorts TLWO1A or TLWO01B (defined earlier) is a 2001 SPD
traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample person, and (b) an original sample
person not belonging to cohorts TLWO1A or TLWO01B is a 2001 SPD traditional
longitudinal panel non-interviewed sample person.

For sample component 2 - the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component, each of
these original sample persons is a 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-
interviewed sample person (because all of the original sample persons in the SPD Bridge
non-interviewed sample component belonged to a Type A or Type D non-interviewed
sample household in the SPD Bridge and their missing data were not imputed for the
SPD Bridge, the SPD 1998, and the SPD 1999).

For sample component 3 - the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, each
of these original sample persons is a 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-
interviewed sample person (because all of the original sample persons in the SIPP
1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component belonged to a Type A or Type D non-
interviewed sample households in the SIPP panel 1992 or 1993 and their missing data
were not imputed for the SIPP panel 1992/1993, the SPD Bridge, and the SPD 1998
through the SPD 2000).

For sample component 4 - The pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component, (a) an
original sample person belonging to cohort TLWO1C (defined earlier) is a 2001 SPD
traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample person, and (b) an original sample
person not belonging to cohort TLWO01C is a 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
non-interviewed sample person.

For sample component 5 - The pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
(a) an original sample person belonging to cohort TLWO1D (defined earlier) is a 2001
SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample person, and (b) an original sample
person not belonging to cohort TLWO01D is a 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
non-interviewed sample person.

The 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interview adjustment factors (Fryo1)
were calculated. Fq 0, Served as a means to appropriately transfer the weights from the
2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed persons to the 2001 SPD
traditional longitudinal panel interviewed persons with similar demographic and
economic characteristics. Herein, the similarity in demographic and economic
characteristics among the sample persons were classified based on the following
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variables: age, race, ethnicity, education, labor force status, employment status, income
types, assets, and income level. Namely, the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
non-interview adjusted weights (NIAWTLO01) were then assigned in the following
manner.

For each 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed person (defined earlier),
his/her NIAWTLO1 was assigned in terms of EIWTLOL1 (obtained in step 4) and Fy o, @S
shown in the equation below.

NIAWTLO1 = EIWTLOL X Fr o,

For each 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed person (defined earlier
), his/her traditional longitudinal panel weight SPDTLWO01 was assigned as zero
(SPDTLWO1 = 0) and he/she was then excluded from further processing of the weighting
calculation with respect to SPDTLWO1.

STEP 6 — The second stage ratio estimation was performed for computing the final
weights (SPDTLWO01) for the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed
persons. The second stage ratio estimation principally involved raking to match a set of
SPD population estimates with a corresponding set of controls at a representative control
date. The controls are available for the classifications based on the following
demographic variables: age, sex, race, ethnicity, householder living with or not living
with relative, and non-householder related to or not related to householder. As described
in Step 1, the representative control date for the SPD panel universe is March 1993. The
control population estimates are from the CPS population estimates produced for March
1993. The second stage ratio adjustment served as a means to improve the population
coverage of the SPD sample. The classification of the sample persons into groups for the
second stage ratio estimation also served as a post-sampling stratification. Therefore, as
a by-product of the second stage ratio estimation, the variance estimates of the estimates
based on the SPD sample are generally improved as well.

The positive weights obtained after the second stage adjustment are the final weights
(SPDTLWO1) for the 2001 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed persons.

STEP 7 — As described earlier, the annual weight SPDTAWO01 associated with the 2001
SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight (SPDTLWO1) was derived for making annual
estimates of the characteristics of young children based on the data on the SPD third
longitudinal file.

For all sample people except the non-original young sample children (person number >
200), their longitudinal annual weights SPDTAWO01 were assigned equal to their 2001
SPD traditional longitudinal panel weights SPDTLWOL (i.e., SPDTAWO01 =
SPDTLWO1).

For the non-original young sample children whose designated parents are non-original

sample persons, their longitudinal annual weights were assigned as zero (i.e.,
SPDTAWOL1 = 0).
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For each non-original young sample child whose designated parent was an original
sample person, the following intermediate weight, SPDTXWO01, was created by assigning
it equal to his/her designated parent’s weight SPDTAWO01. Namely, SPDTXWO01 =
SPDTAWOL1 of the child’s designated parent. Hereinafter, the non-original young sample
children whose designated parents are original sample people are referred to as the
weighted non-original young sample children associated with SPDTLWOL.

The intermediate weights SPDTXWO0L1 of the weighted non-original young sample
children associated with SPDTLWO1 were then adjusted to match various controls in
June 2001 for children aged nine and below. This adjustment yielded their final
longitudinal annual weights SPDTAWO0L.

Procedure for Calculating the 2002 SPD Traditional Longitudinal Panel Weight
SPDTLWO02 and its Associated Annual Weight SPDTAWO02

The procedure used for calculating the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight
SPDTLWO02 and its associated longitudinal annual weight SPDTAWO2 of the sample people on
the SPD third longitudinal file is summarized in the seven steps provided below. (Note that the
calculation procedure for SPDTAWO02 is in step 7.)

STEP 1 - Choose March 1993 as the reference point in time (control date) for the SPD
panel universe used for measuring the effect of the welfare reform. Namely, the SPD
panel universe consists of persons (including children) residing in the United States
households and persons living in group quarters in March 1993. (Note that persons
living in military barracks and institutions, such as prisons and nursing homes, are
excluded.) The SPD panel universe is represented by combining the SIPP Panels 1992
and 1993 into one sample. The effect of the welfare reform can be assessed based on the
various longitudinal (time dependent) characteristics of the people in the SPD panel
universe.

STEP 2 — An initial weight (IW) was assigned to each of the original sample persons
(including children). An original sample person is a person who at the time of wave 1
interview resided in an interviewed sample household or group quarter. The inverse of
this initial weight represents the probability of an original sample person residing in an
interviewed Wave 1 sample household in either the SIPP Panel 1992 or 1993, depending
on which SIPP panel he/she originally belonged. Thus, by definition, the initial weights
were expressed as follows:

The SIPP Panel 1992 original sample persons received their initial weight of the SIPP
Panel 1992 base weight x the SIPP Panel 1992 Wave 1 household non-interview
adjustment factor.

The SIPP Panel 1993 original sample persons received their initial weight of the SIPP
Panel 1993 base weight x the SIPP Panel 1993 Wave 1 household non-interview
adjustment factor.
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For every sample person who is (a) not an original sample person (200+ level) or (b) an
original sample person not belonging to one of sample components 1 through 5 (defined
earlier) or (c) an original sample person belonging to sample components 1 through 3 but
not surviving the SPD 2002 sample cut and not belonging to sample component 6, his/her
2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight SPDTLWO02 was assigned as zero
(SPDTLWO2 = 0) and he/she was then excluded from further processing in the weighting
calculation with respect to SPDTLWO02.

STEP 3 - Since each of the SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 (samples) is a nationally
representative sample by itself, combining them into one sample reduces the weight of
each panel sample person proportionately to their sample sizes. The two SIPP Panels
1992 and 1993 started in wave 1 and ended in their last wave with approximately the
same sample sizes, and their wave-by-wave sample sizes (total eligible households),
household response rates, and Type A and Type D non-response rates were
approximately the same for both panels. Based on the sample selection procedure
(described earlier), the SPD Bridge sample also consisted of approximately equal number
of sample households from each of SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993. Likewise, the SIPP
1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component also consisted of approximately equal
number of Type A and Type D non-interviewed sample households from each of SIPP
Panels 1992 and 1993. Therefore, a combined panel factor (CPF) of 0.5 was assigned to
each original sample person who either was in sample components 1 through 3 and
survived the SPD 2002 sample cut or was in sample components 4 through 6. (As
pointed out earlier, by definition, sample component 6 is a subset of sample components
1 through 3.) Namely, the weight (CPAW) of each original sample person after
accounting for the panel combining effect was expressed in terms of IW and CPF as

CPAW = |W x CPF.

STEP 4 — The weight CPAW of each of the original sample persons in sample
components 1 to 6 was adjusted to account for the sample cut or subsampling effect in
the following manner. Let EIWTLO2 denote the weight to be obtained from this
adjustment. By definition of EIWTLO02 specified below, EIWTLO2 represents the
effective initial weight of each original sample person who either was in sample
components 1 through 3 and survived the SPD 2002 sample cut or was in sample
components 4 through 6, prior to the non-interview weight adjustment in the 2002 SPD
traditional longitudinal panel weighting process. Namely, EIWTLO02 was defined as
described below.

For sample component 1 - the SPD core sample component (applied only to the original
sample persons who survived the SPD 2002 sample cut),

EIWTLO2 = CPAW x SCF98 x SCF02 = IW x CPF x SCF98 x SCF02,

where SCF98 and SCFO02 represent the SPD 1998 and 2002 sample cut factors,
respectively.
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For sample component 2 - the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component (applied
only to the original sample persons who survived the SPD 2002 sample cut),

EIWTLO02 = CPAW x SCFBNI x SCF02 = IW x CPF x SCFBNI x SCF02,

where SCFBNI represents the subsampling factor associated with the SPD Bridge sample
component.

For sample component 3 - the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component
(applied only to the original sample persons who survived the SPD 2002 sample cut),

EIWTLO2 = CPAW x SCFSNI x SCF02 = IW x CPF x SCFSNI x SCF02,

where SCFSNI represents the subsampling factor associated with the SIPP 1992/1993
non-interviewed sample component.

For sample component 4 - the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
EIWTLO02 = CPAW = IW x CPF.

For sample component 5 - the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
EIWTLO2 = CPAW = IW x CPF.

For the part of sample component 6 (the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample
component) belonging to sample component 1 (the SPD core sample component),

EIWTL02 = CPAW x SCF98 = IW x CPF x SCF98.

For the part of sample component 6 (the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample
component) belonging to sample component 2 (the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample
component),

EIWTL02 = CPAW x SCFBNI = IW x CPF x SCFBNI.

For the part of sample component 6 (the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample
component) belonging to sample component 3 (the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed
sample component),

EIWTL02 = CPAW x SCFSNI = IW x CPF x SCFSNI.

STEP 5 - The original sample persons who either are in sample components 1 through 3
and survived the SPD 2002 sample cut or are in sample components 4 through 6 were
divided into two groups as follows: the first group consisted of the original sample
persons who were qualified as the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed
sample persons. The second group consists of the original sample persons who were not
qualified as the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample persons.
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Hereinafter, the second group is referred to as the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal
panel non-interviewed sample persons.

For sample component 1 - the SPD core sample component (applied only to the original
sample persons who survived the SPD 2002 sample cut), (a) an original sample person
belonging to cohorts TLWO2A or TLWO02B (defined earlier) is a 2002 SPD traditional
longitudinal panel interviewed sample person, and (b) an original sample person (who
survived the SPD 2002 sample cut) not belonging to cohorts TLWO02A or TLWO02B is a
2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed sample person.

For sample component 2 - the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component (applied
only to the original sample persons who survived the SPD 2002 sample cut), each of
these original sample persons is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-
interviewed sample person (because all of the original sample persons in the SPD Bridge
non-interviewed sample component belonged to a Type A or Type D non-interviewed
sample households in the SPD Bridge and their missing data were not imputed for the
SPD Bridge, the SPD 1998, and the SPD 1999).

For sample component 3 - the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component
(applied only to the original sample persons who survived the SPD 2002 sample cut),
each of these original sample persons is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-
interviewed sample person (because all of the original sample persons in the SIPP
1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component belonged to a Type A or Type D non-
interviewed sample household in the SIPP panel 1992 or 1993 and their missing data
were not imputed for the SIPP panel 1992/1993, the SPD Bridge, and the SPD 1998
through the SPD 2000).

For sample component 4 - The pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component, (a) an
original sample person belonging to cohort TLWO02C (defined earlier) is a 2002 SPD
longitudinal panel interviewed sample person, and (b) an original sample person not
belonging to cohort TLWO02C is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-
interviewed sample person.

For sample component 5 - The pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
(a) an original sample person belonging to cohort TLWO02D (defined earlier) is a 2002
SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample person, and (b) an original sample
person not belonging to cohort TLWO02D is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
non-interviewed sample person.

For sample component 6 - The pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
(a) an original sample person belonging to sample component 1 and cohort TLWO02E
(defined earlier) is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed sample person,
(b) an original sample person belonging to sample component 1 but not belonging to
cohort TLWO2E is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed sample
person, (c) an original sample person belonging to sample component 2 is a 2002 SPD
traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed sample person, and (d) an original sample

3-23



person belonging to sample component 3 is a 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
non-interviewed sample person.

The 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interview adjustment factors (Frwo.)
were calculated. F; 0, Served as a means to appropriately transfer the weights from the
2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed persons to the 2002 SPD
traditional longitudinal panel interviewed persons with similar demographic and
economic characteristics. Herein, the similarity in demographic and economic
characteristics among the sample persons were classified based on the following
variables: age, race, ethnicity, education, labor force status, employment status, income
types, assets, and income level. Namely, the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel
non-interview adjusted weights (NIAWTLO02) were then assigned in the following
manner.

For each 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed person (defined earlier in
this step), his/her NIJAWTLO2 was assigned in terms of EIWTLO02 (obtained in step 4)
and Fq o, @s shown in the equation below.

NIAWTLO2 = EIWTLOZ X Fq o,

For each 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel non-interviewed person (defined earlier
), his/her traditional longitudinal panel weight SPDTLWO02 was assigned as zero
(SPDTLWO1 = 0) and he/she was then excluded from further processing of the weighting
calculation with respect to SPDTLWO02.

STEP 6 — The second stage ratio estimation was performed for computing the final
weights (SPDTLWO02) for the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed
persons. The second stage ratio estimation principally involved raking to match a set of
SPD population estimates with a corresponding set of controls from a representative
control date. The controls are available for the classifications based on the following
demographic variables: age, sex, race, ethnicity, householder living with or not living
with relative, and non-householder related to or not related to householder. As described
in Step 1, the representative control date for the SPD panel universe is March 1993. The
control population estimates are from the CPS population estimates produced for March
1993. The second stage ratio adjustment served as a means to improve the population
coverage of the SPD sample. The classification of the sample persons into groups for the
second stage ratio estimation also served as a post-sampling stratification. Therefore, as
a by-product of the second stage ratio estimation, the variance estimates of the estimates
based on the SPD sample are generally improved as well.

The positive weights obtained after the second stage adjustment are the final weights
(SPDTLWO2) for the 2002 SPD traditional longitudinal panel interviewed persons.

STEP 7 — As described earlier, the annual weight SPDTAWO02 associated with the 2002
SPD traditional longitudinal panel weight (SPDTLW02) was derived for making annual
estimates of the characteristics of young children based on the data on the SPD third
longitudinal file.
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For all sample people except the non-original young sample children (person number >
200), their longitudinal annual weights SPDTAWAO02 were assigned equal to their 2002
SPD traditional longitudinal panel weights, SPDTAWO02 (i.e., SPDTAWO02 =
SPDTLWO02).

For the non-original young sample children whose designated parents are non-original
sample persons, their longitudinal annual weights were assigned as zero (i.e.,
SPDTAWO02 = 0).

For each non-original young sample child whose designated parent is an original sample
person, the following intermediate weight, SPDTXWO02, was created by assigning it
equal to his/her designated parent’s weight SPDTAWO02. Namely, SPDTXW02 =
SPDTAWO?2 of the child’s designated parent. Hereinafter, the non-original young sample
children whose designated parents are original sample people are referred to as the
weighted non-original young sample children associated with SPDTLWO02.

The intermediate weights SPDTXWO02 of the weighted non-original young sample
children associated with SPDTLWO02 were then adjusted to match various controls in
June 2002 for children aged ten and below. This adjustment yielded to their final
longitudinal annual weight (SPDTAWO02).

Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight Set

To fully utilize the data collected from all six components of the SPD sample (sample
component 1 - the SPD core sample component, sample component 2 - the SPD Bridge non-
interviewed sample component, sample component 3 - the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed
sample component, sample component 4 - the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component,
sample component 5 - the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component, and sample
component 6 - the pre 2002 SPD panel universe leaver sample component) for analyses and
estimates of the longitudinal characteristics of the SPD panel universe, a quasi-longitudinal panel
weight set was created in the following manner. Namely, the quasi-longitudinal panel weight set
enables us to fully make direct use of all data collected from the original sample people who
were not interviewed in every wave of the SIPP panel 1992 or 1993, and every one of the SPD
1997 through the SPD 2001 or the SPD 2002 as delineated later at the end of this section (the
Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight Set section). The quasi-longitudinal panel weight set
consisting of (a) the 2000 quasi-longitudinal panel weight denoted by SPDQLWOO, (b) the 2001
quasi-longitudinal panel weight denoted by SPDQLWO01, and (c) the 2002 quasi-longitudinal
panel weight denoted by SPDQLWO02 were developed as discussed below. Each of SPDQLWOQO,
SPDQLWO01, and SPDQLWO02 was derived such that,

@ analytically, SPDQLWOO is applicable for analyses and estimates of the
longitudinal characteristics of the people in the SPD panel universe covering any
time spans or any two points in time within the period between 1992 and 2000,
provided the analyst can appropriately approximate or impute any relevant
missing data,
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(b) analytically, SPDQLWOL is applicable for analyses and estimates of the
longitudinal characteristics of the people in the SPD panel universe covering any
time spans or any two points in time within the period between 1992 and 2001,
provided the analyst can appropriately approximate or impute any relevant
missing data, and

(© analytically, SPDQLWO?2 is applicable for analyses and estimates of the
longitudinal characteristics of the people in the SPD panel universe covering any
time spans or any two points in time within the period between 1992 and 2002,
provided the analyst can appropriately approximate or impute any relevant
missing data.

Data imputation is not needed for data year 1999 collected in the SPD 2000 if SPDQLWOO is
used because an original sample person has a positive SPDQLWOO only if he/she was either
interviewed (self, proxy, or imputed) in the SPD 2000 or an SPD panel universe leaver
associated with SPDQLWO0O (his/her data was no longer collected due to no longer belonging to
the SPD panel universe associated with SPDQLWO00), and all other sample people will have a
zero SPDQLWO0O. Similarly, data imputation is not needed for data year 2000 collected in the
SPD 2001 if SPDQLWOL is used, and data imputation is not needed for data year 2001 collected
in the SPD 2002 if SPDQLWO0?2 is used.

The derivation of SPDQLWO00 and SPDQLWO1 involved only sample components 1 through 5
because the SPD 2002 sample cut took place in 2002. For the derivation of SPDQLWO0, sample
component 3 was involved or needed even though it was not fielded in 2000 (not included in the
SPD 2000 sample) for the following two reasons: (a) The SPD panel universe (prior to the SPD
2002 sample cut) is jointly represented by sample component 1 through sample component 5,
and (b) by definition (described in step 5 of the Procedure for Calculating the 2000 SPD Quasi-
longitudinal Panel Weight SPDQLWOO and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWOO section),
the original sample people in sample component 3 were classified as the 2000 SPD quasi-
longitudinal panel non-interviewed sample people, thus, their effective initial weights (defined in
step 4 of the Procedure for Calculating the 2000 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight
SPDQLWO0O and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWOO section) must be transferred to the
original sample people who are the 2000 SPD quasi-longitudinal panel interviewed, in the non-
interview weight adjustment process (described in step 5 of the Procedure for Calculating the
2000 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight SPDQLWO0O0 and Its Associated Annual Weight
SPDQAWOQO section).

The derivation of SPDQLWO02 involved all six sample components (sample components 1
through 6). As pointed out earlier (in the Weighting section), sample component 6 is a part
(subset) of sample components 1, 2, and 3. As described below, the quasi-longitudinal panel
weights SPDQLWO00, SPDQLWO01, and SPDQLWO02 were derived such that SPDQLWOO is
applicable only for the longitudinal analyses between 1992 and 2000, SPDQLWOL1 is applicable
only for the longitudinal analyses between 1992 and 2001, SPDQLWOL1 is applicable only for the
longitudinal analyses between 1992 and 2002.

For the 2000 SPD quasi-longitudinal panel weight SPDQLWOO, only the original sample
people belonging to one of the following cohorts have a positive SPDQLWO00
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(SPDQLWOO > 0).

Cohort QLWOOA - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), and were not a 2000 SPD panel universe leaver, and were
interviewed in the SPD 2000.

Cohort QLWOOB - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), and were a 2000 SPD panel universe leaver.

Cohort QLWOOC - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 2 (the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component), and were not a 2000 SPD panel
universe leaver, and were interviewed in the SPD 2000.

Cohort QLWOOD - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 2 (the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component), and were a 2000 SPD panel universe
leaver.

Cohort QLWOOE - All of the original sample people who belonged to sample component
4 (the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component).

Cohort QLWOOF - All of the original sample people who belonged to sample component
5 (the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component).

All other sample people (original and non-original) have a zero SPDQLWO00
(SPDQLWOO = 0). The initial weights of the original sample people (1) in the SPD core
sample component but not belonging to cohorts QLWOOA or QLWO0O0B, (2) in the SPD
Bridge non-interviewed sample component but not belonging to cohorts QLWOOC or
QLWOO0D, and (3) in the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, along with
their combined panel and sample cut or subsampling factors, were transferred to the
original sample people in cohorts QLWOOA to QLWOOF (defined above) through the
non-interview weight adjustment process described later in the Procedure for Calculating
the 2000 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight SPDQLWOO and Its Associated Annual
Weight SPDQAWOO section. [Note that all of the original sample people in sample
components 4 and 5 (cohorts QLWOOE and QLWOOF) have a positive SPDQLWO00.]
The non-interview adjusted weights of this group (cohorts QLWO0OA to QLWOOF) of
original sample people were then further adjusted to match a set of controls (benchmark
population estimates) for the SPD panel universe (defined in the Glossary section) to
obtain the final weights based on the second stage weight adjustment process described
later in the Procedure for Calculating the 2000 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight
SPDQLWO0O and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWOO section. As a result of this
weighting, the SPD panel universe can be represented by the original sample people who
have positive SPDQLWOO (on the SPD third longitudinal file) for the period between
1992 through 2000. However, to use SPDQLWOO to estimate a characteristic for a data
year other than the 1999 data year (collected in the SPD 2000), if a sample person with
positive SPDQLWOO0 was not interviewed in that data year, the characteristic of the
sample person for that data year is blank (missing) on the SPD third longitudinal file.
Consequently, it needs to be approximated or imputed based on his/her available data
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from other data years by the data users.

For the 2001 SPD quasi-longitudinal panel weight SPDQLWO1, only the original sample
people belonging to one of the following cohorts have a positive SPDQLWO01
(SPDQLWO01 > 0).

Cohort QLWO1A - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), were not a 2001 SPD panel universe leaver, and were
interviewed in the SPD 2001.

Cohort QLWO1B - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component) and were a 2001 SPD panel universe leaver.

Cohort QLWO1C - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 2 (the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component), were not a 2001 SPD panel universe
leaver, and were interviewed in the SPD 2001.

Cohort QLWO1D - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 2 (the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component) and were a 2001 SPD panel universe
leaver.

Cohort QLWOLE - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 3 (the
SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component), were not a 2001 SPD panel
universe leaver, and were interviewed in the SPD 2001.

Cohort QLWOL1F - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 3 (the
SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component) and were a 2001 SPD panel
universe leaver.

Cohort QLWO1G - All of the original sample people who belonged to sample component
4 (the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component).

Cohort QLWO1H - All of the original sample people who belonged to sample component
5 (the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component).

All other sample people (original and non-original) have a zero SPDQLWO01
(SPDQLWO1 = 0). The initial weights of the original sample people (1) in the SPD core
sample component but not belonging to cohorts QLWO1A or QLWO01B, (2) in the SPD
Bridge non-interviewed sample component but not belonging to cohorts QLWO01C or
QLWO01D, and (3) in the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component but not
belonging to cohorts QLWOL1E or QLWOL1F, along with their combined panel and sample
cut or subsampling factors, were transferred to the original sample people in cohorts
QLWO1A to QLWO1H (defined above) through the non-interview weight adjustment
process described later in the Procedure for Calculating the 2001 SPD Quasi-longitudinal
Panel Weight SPDQLWO0L1 and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWOL1 section.
[Note that all of the original sample people in sample components 4 and 5 (cohorts
QLWO01G and QLWO01H) have a positive SPDQLWO01.] The non-interview adjusted
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weights of this cohort of original sample people were then further adjusted to match a set
of controls (benchmark population estimates) for the SPD panel universe (defined in the
Glossary section) to obtain the final weights based on the second stage weight adjustment
process described later in the Procedure for Calculating the 2001 SPD Quasi-longitudinal
Panel Weight SPDQLWO0L1 and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWOL section. As a
result of this weighting, the SPD panel universe can be represented by the original
sample people who have positive SPDQLWOL1 (on the SPD third longitudinal file) for the
period between 1992 through 2001. However, to use SPDQLWOL1 to estimate a
characteristic for a data year other than the data 2000 (collected in the SPD 2001), if a
sample person with positive SPDQLWO1 was not interviewed for that data year, then the
characteristic of the sample person for that year is blank (missing) on the SPD third
longitudinal file. Consequently, it needs to be approximated or imputed based on his/her
available data from other data years by the data users.

For the 2002 SPD quasi-longitudinal panel weight SPDQLWO02, only the original sample
people belonging to one of the following cohorts have a positive SPDQLWO02
(SPDQLWO02 > 0).

Cohort QLWO2A - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample cut, were not a 2002 SPD
panel universe leaver, and were interviewed in the SPD 2002.

Cohort QLWO02B - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 1 (the
SPD core sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample cut, and were a 2002 SPD
panel universe leaver.

Cohort QLWO02C - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 2 (the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample cut,
were not a 2002 SPD panel universe leaver, and were interviewed in the SPD 2002.

Cohort QLWO02D - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 2 (the
SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample cut, and
were a 2002 SPD panel universe leaver.

Cohort QLWOZ2E - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 3 (the
SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample
cut, were not a 2002 SPD panel universe leaver, and were interviewed in the SPD 2002.

Cohort QLWO2F - The original sample people who belonged to sample component 3 (the
SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component), survived the SPD 2002 sample
cut, and were a 2002 SPD panel universe leaver.

Cohort QLW02G - Al of the original sample people who belonged to sample component
4 (the pre SPD panel universe leaver sample component).

Cohort QLWO2H - All of the original sample people who belonged to sample component
5 (the pre 1998 SPD panel universe leaver sample component).
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Cohort QLWO21 - All of the original sample people who belonged to (a) sample
component 1 (the SPD core sample component) and sample component 6 (the pre 2002
SPD panel universe leaver sample component) or (b) sample component 2 (the SPD
Bridge non-interviewed sample component) and sample component 6 or (c) sample
component 3 (the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component) and sample
component 6. Note that, by definition, all of the original sample people belonging to
sample component 6 are 2002 SPD quasi-longitudinal panel universe leavers.

All other sample people (original and non-original) have a zero SPDQLW02
(SPDQLWO02 = 0). The initial weights of the original sample people (1) in the SPD core
sample component, surviving the SPD 2002 sample cut, but not belonging to cohorts
QLWO2A or QLWO02B, (2) in the SPD Bridge non-interviewed sample component,
surviving the SPD 2002 sample cut, but not belonging to cohorts QLW02C or QLW02D,
and (3) in the SIPP 1992/1993 non-interviewed sample component, surviving the SPD
2002 sample cut, but not belonging to cohorts QLWO02E or QLWO02F, along with their
combined panel and sample cut or subsampling factors, were transferred to the original
sample people in cohorts QLWO02A to QLWO02I (defined above) through the non-
interview weight adjustment process described later in the Procedure for Calculating the
2002 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight SPDQLWO02 and Its Associated Annual
Weight SPDQAWO?2 section. [Note that all of the original sample people in sample
components 4 through 6 (cohorts QLWO02G through QLWO02I) have a positive
SPDQLWO02.] The non-interview adjusted weights of this cohort of original sample
people will then be further adjusted to match a set of controls (benchmark population
estimates) for the SPD panel universe (defined in the Glossary section) to obtain the final
weights based on the second stage weight adjustment process described later in the
Procedure for Calculating the 2002 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel Weight SPDQLW02
and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWO02 section. As a result of this weighting,
the SPD panel universe can be represented by the original sample people who have
positive SPDQLWO2 (on the SPD third longitudinal file) for the period between 1992
through 2002. However, to use SPDQLWO02 to estimate a characteristic for a data year
other than the data 2001 (collected in the SPD 2002), if a sample person with positive
SPDQLWO02 was not interviewed for that data year, then the characteristic of the sample
person for that year is blank (missing) on the SPD third longitudinal file. Consequently,
it needs to be approximated or imputed based on his/her available data from other data
years by the data users.

For analyses and estimates of the longitudinal characteristics of people in the SPD panel
universe, the advantage and disadvantage of using the traditional longitudinal panel
weights (SPDTLWO01 and SPDTLWO02) versus using the quasi-longitudinal panel weights
(SPDQLWOO0, SPDQLWO1, and SPDQLWO02) can be determined in the following
manner. The advantage of using the traditional longitudinal panel weights is that all of
the original sample people with positive SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO02) have more data
across time from 1992 to 2001 (2002) than other cohorts of original sample people.
However, any analyses and estimates using SPDTLWO01 (SPDTLWO02) will automatically
be limited to using only the data collected from the original sample people who were
interviewed in each and every wave of either the SIPP panel 1992 or 1993, and in SPD
1997 through 2001 (2002). Therefore, this limitation precludes us from taking advantage
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of the data collected from the original sample people who were not interviewed in every
wave of the SIPP panel 1992 or 1993, and every one of the SPD 1997 through the SPD
2001 (2002). Consequently, the quasi-longitudinal panel weight set (SPDQLWOQO,
SPDQLWO01, and SPDQLWO0?2) is developed to take advantage of the data from these
original sample people as discussed above. A detailed discussion of the advantage and
disadvantage of using the traditional longitudinal panel weights (SPDTLWO01 and
SPDTLWO02) versus the quasi-longitudinal panel weights (SPDQLWO00, SPDQLWO01,
and SPDQLWO0?2) is available in the Source and Accuracy Statement section.

Special Weight Assignment Associated with SPDQLWOO0 for Some Non-original
Sample Children

To provide a means for estimating the annual or calendar characteristics of young
children based on the data on the SPD third longitudinal file based on SPDQLWOO, the
characteristics of the non-original (200+ level) sample children born after wave 1 of the
SIPP Panels 1992 and 1993 must be also taken into account. To enable an accounting for
the characteristics of these non-original sample children in any annual estimates, positive
weights were assigned (based on SPDQLWOO) to a cohort of these non-original sample
children in the following manner. For each non-original sample child aged eight and
below in 2000 if originated from the SIPP Panel 1992, and aged seven and below in 2000
if originated from the SIPP Panel 1993, and if the child’s designated parent is an original
sample person with positive SPDQLWOO, a positive weight associated with the quasi-
longitudinal panel weight SPDQLWOO was assigned to the child based on the procedure
described later in the Procedure for Calculating the 2000 SPD Quasi-longitudinal Panel
Weight SPDQLWOO and Its Associated Annual Weight SPDQAWOO section. This SPD
annual weight is denoted by SPDQAWO00. Since SPDQAWO0 was adjusted to match
various population controls (benchmark estimates) in June 2000 for children aged eight
and below, the weights of these non-original children (SPDQAWOQO0) together with the
quasi-longitudinal panel weight (SPDQLWO0O0) of the original sample adults and children
enable the users to make annual estimates of young children’s characteristics up to 2000,
and the annual estimates for 2000 are theoretically more accurate than other earlier years
(because