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Table 611. Average Number of Jobs Held From Ages 18 to 44: 1978 to 2008
[For persons aged 43 to 52 in 2008–09 (and who were ages 14 to 22 when first interviewed in 1979). A job is an uninterrupted 
period of work with a particular employer. Educational attainment as of 2008–09. Based on the National Longitudinal Survey of 
Youth 1979; see source for details]

Sex and educational attainment
Total 1

Number of jobs held by age

18 to 22 
years

23 to 27 
years 

28 to 32 
years 

33 to 38 
years 

39 to 44 
years 

    Total 2 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11.0 4.4 3.2 2.6 2.4 2.0
Less than a high school diploma. . . . . . . . . . .            11.8 4.0 3.4 2.7 2.6 1.9
High school graduates, no college. . . . . . . . . . 10.4 4.1 2.9 2.5 2.4 2.0
Some college or associate’s degree. . . . . . . .         11.4 4.4 3.3 2.7 2.5 2.1
Bachelor’s degree or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                11.3 4.9 3.5 2.6 2.3 2.0

  Male. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 11.4 4.5 3.4 2.8 2.5 2.0
    Less than a high school diploma. . . . . . . . .          13.3 4.6 4.0 3.0 2.7 2.1
    High school graduate, no college . . . . . . . .         10.7 4.3 3.2 2.7 2.4 1.9
    Some college or associate’s degree. . . . . .       11.8 4.6 3.5 2.9 2.5 2.1
    Bachelor’s degree or more . . . . . . . . . . . . .              11.0 4.6 3.5 2.6 2.5 2.0

  Female. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               10.7 4.2 3.1 2.4 2.4 2.0
    Less than a high school diploma. . . . . . . . .          9.7 3.1 2.5 2.2 2.3 1.7
    High school graduate, no college . . . . . . . .         10.0 3.8 2.7 2.3 2.4 2.0
    Some college or associate’s degree. . . . . .       11.1 4.3 3.2 2.5 2.5 2.1
    Bachelor’s degree or more . . . . . . . . . . . . .              11.7 5.2 3.6 2.6 2.2 1.9

  White, non-Hispanic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     11.1 4.6 3.3 2.6 2.4 2.0
    Less than a high school diploma. . . . . . . . .          12.7 4.4 3.7 2.8 2.7 2.0
    High school graduate, no college . . . . . . . .         10.4 4.2 3.0 2.5 2.3 1.9
    Some college or associate’s degree. . . . . .       11.4 4.6 3.4 2.7 2.5 2.0
    Bachelor’s degree or more . . . . . . . . . . . . .              11.3 5.0 3.5 2.6 2.3 1.9

  Black, non-Hispanic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     10.7 3.5 3.1 2.7 2.5 2.1
    Less than a high school diploma. . . . . . . . .          9.7 2.8 2.8 2.3 2.2 1.7
    High school graduate, no college . . . . . . . .         10.3 3.3 2.9 2.7 2.6 2.0
    Some college or associate’s degree. . . . . .       11.5 3.9 3.2 2.8 2.7 2.3
    Bachelor’s degree or more . . . . . . . . . . . . .              11.5 4.0 3.6 2.8 2.5 2.3

  Hispanic 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             10.7 4.0 3.0 2.5 2.4 2.1
    Less than a high school diploma. . . . . . . . .          10.4 3.6 2.8 2.4 2.4 2.0
    High school graduate, no college . . . . . . . .         10.4 4.0 2.9 2.4 2.3 2.0
    Some college or associate’s degree. . . . . .       11.4 4.2 3.1 2.7 2.4 2.3
    Bachelor’s degree or more . . . . . . . . . . . . .              10.7 4.2 3.3 2.7 2.5 2.0

1 Jobs held in more than one age category were counted in each category, but only once in the total. 2 Includes other races,
not shown separately. 3 Persons of Hispanic origin may be any race.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Number of Jobs Held, Labor Market Activity, and  Earnings Growth Among the 
Youngest Baby Boomers: Results from a  Longitudinal Survey,” News Release, USDL 10-1243, September, 2010. 
See also <http://www.bls.gov/news.release/nlsoy.toc.htm>.

Table 610. Multiple Jobholders: 2010
[Annual average of monthly figures (6,878 represents 6,878,000). Civilian noninstitutionalized population 16 years old and over. 
Multiple jobholders are employed persons who, either 1) had jobs as wage or salary workers with two employers or more; 2) were 
self-employed and also held a wage and salary job; or 3) were unpaid family workers and also held a wage and salary job. Based 
on the Current Population Survey; see text, Section 1 and Appendix III]

Characteristic
Total Male Female

Number 
(1,000)

Percent of 
employed

Number 
(1,000)

Percent of 
employed

Number 
(1,000)

Percent of 
employed

    Total 1 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,878 4.9 3,326 4.5 3,552 5.4

Age:
  16 to 19 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         167 3.8 61 2.9 106 4.7
  20 to 24 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         695 5.5 289 4.5 406 6.5
  25 to 54 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         4,797 5.1 2,374 4.7 2,423 5.5
  55 to 64 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         1,021 4.7 490 4.4 531 5.1
  65 years old and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      197 3.1 112 3.2 86 3.0

Race and Hispanic ethnicity:
  White 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  5,857 5.1 2,861 4.7 2,996 5.7
  Black 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  653 4.3 298 4.3 354 4.3
  Asian 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  202 3.0 96 2.7 106 3.4
  Hispanic 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                638 3.2 360 3.1 278 3.4

Marital status:
  Married, spouse present. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    3,644 4.7 2,015 4.7 1,629 4.7
  Widowed, divorced, or separated . . . . . . . . . . . .             1,233 5.5 416 4.5 817 6.2
  Single, never married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2,000 5.2 895 4.3 1,105 6.2

Full- or part-time status:
  Primary job full-time, secondary job part-time. . .    3,591 (X) 1,926 (X) 1,665 (X)
  Both jobs part-time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        1,805 (X) 589 (X) 1,216 (X)
  Both jobs full-time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         263 (X) 172 (X) 91 (X)
  Hours vary on primary or secondary job. . . . . . .        1,182 (X) 621 (X) 562 (X)

X Not applicable. 1 Includes a small number of persons who work part-time on their primary job and full-time on their
secondary job(s), not shown separately. Includes other races, not shown separately. 2 For persons who selected this race group 
only. See footnote 4, Table 587. 3 Persons of Hispanic origin may be any race.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Employment and Earnings Online,” January 2011 issue, March 2011, 
<http://www.bls.gov/opub/ee/home.htm> and <http://www.bls.gov/cps/home.htm>.


