




Who are Postal Inspectors?

Federal Law Enforcement 
Officers

Have protected the mail 
for more than 250 years





Safety, Security, Integrity

200 Federal Laws

11,873 Arrests Last Year



Criminal Investigative Programs

Fraud

Dangerous Mail

External Crimes

Internal Crimes

Security / Prevention



June 8, 1872 – Congress enacts the Mail Fraud 
Statute

Those using the post office establishment for a 
scheme to defraud would be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and punished with a fine up to 
$500.00



MARCH 1909 THE MAIL FRAUD STATUTE IS 
AGAIN AMENDED TO MAKE THE USE OF MAILS, 
INCIDENTAL TO THE SCHEME
IN 1910 – 1921 CONGRESS MANDATES THAT THE 
POST OFFICE INSPECTORS ARE THE ONLY 
AGENTS THAT HAVE THE EXPERTISE TO 
EFFECTIVELY INVESTIGATE MAIL FRAUD



Consumer Protection

U.S. Postal U.S. Postal 
Inspectors Inspectors 
have been have been 
protecting protecting 
the American the American 
public from public from 
fraudulent fraudulent 
schemes for schemes for 
over 200 over 200 
yearsyears



In 1908, Postal 
Inspectors arrested 
America’s first 
organized crime 
Godfather, along 
with dozens of 
conspirators who 
preyed on the Italian 
immigrant 
community with 
threats from the 
infamous Black Hand



MailMail FraudFraud



Forensic Crime Labs



Prohibited Mailings

Child Sexual Exploitation

Bombs

Narcotics



Mail Bombs



Marijuana





Anthrax Mailings



Security / Prevention



Security /
Prevention  



Mail Theft and Identity Crimes

Mail Theft by Employees

Mail Theft by Non-Employees

Credit Card Fraud

Identity Crimes



Mail Theft

Protecting the mail from theft, Protecting the mail from theft, 
especially from within the postal especially from within the postal 
service, is one service, is one 
of our oldest of our oldest 
and most and most 
critical critical 
responsibilitiesresponsibilities

••ChecksChecks

••Credit CardsCredit Cards

••CashCash

••JewelryJewelry



A few chemicals used to remove 
ink from stolen checks:



Typical Volume Attack



Volume Attack





Identity TheftIdentity Theft

““PrePre--Approved Application"Approved Application"





Identity TheftIdentity Theft
““Convenience Check”Convenience Check”





Forfeiture
Money Laundering

– Attack the profit      
incentive



$1 Billion$1 Billion in future cost savings over the last 10 years!in future cost savings over the last 10 years!



Postal Police Force



Publication 280



Consumer Protection

www.usps.com/postalinspectors



Contact Information

Jean M. Zaniewski, Postal Inspector

495 Summer Street, Suite 600

Boston, MA 02210

(617) 556-4400

United States Postal Police

1-800-300-3492  (24 hour)
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