
Strategic Goal 1
A Prepared Workforce

Enhance Opportunities for America’s Workforce

DOL is committed to enhancing opportunities for America's workforce by providing the tools and 
assistance necessary for success in today's job market to people new to the labor force or wishing to 

improve their potential. Special emphasis is placed on closing the employment gap for out-of-school youth 
and providing long-term jobs for individuals so they may reach their full economic potential.

In addition, the Department publishes crucial labor market information to 
support key economic and policy decisions.
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Secretary Elaine L. Chao interacts with Vanessa, a participant in a Chicago GEM-SET (Girls Electronic

Mentoring in Science, Engineering, and Technology) event in March 2002. Through the GEM-SET

program, 500 young women and girls have gained information and valuable first-hand career guidance

from professional women employed in science, engineering, and technology fields.
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