United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 1 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 155

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2009

No. 126

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDEN).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The Speaker pro tempore laid before
the House the following communica-
tion from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 9, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TIM
HOLDEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

PRAYER

Dr. Benny Tate, Rock Springs
Church, Milner, Georgia, offered the
following prayer:

Our heavenly Father, as we bow our
heads in Your presence, today we are
reminded of the prayer of President
Lincoln, who said, ‘I have been driven
many times upon my knees by the
overwhelming conviction that I had no-
where to go. My own wisdom, and that
of all about me, seemed insufficient for
that day.” This morning, we also come
to You, realizing we are insufficient
and incapable. We come asking for di-
vine protection for our men and women
serving bravely in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and all over Your world. We ac-
knowledge that freedom is not free and
the trees of every generation are wa-
tered with the blood of its sons and
daughters. We ask You to preserve and
protect us. You said righteousness ex-
alted the Nation but sin is a reproach
to any people. May we seek righteous-
ness and lives that please You.

We lift up our Congress, Senate, and
President. May our leaders acknowl-
edge their dependence upon You and
seek wisdom and direction from You.

We pray this prayer, respecting all
faiths, but we pray this prayer in the

name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Until You come, we pray.
Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

HONORING THE REVEREND DR.
BENNY TATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. WESTMORELAND) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to our guest
chaplain for the day here in the House,
the Reverend Dr. Benny Tate. Dr. Tate
has served the members of Rock
Springs Congregational Methodist
Church in Milner, Georgia, for 20 years,
and I'm honored to count him as a
friend.

Dr. Tate is a leader among God’s fol-
lowers. He’s well known in Georgia for
delivering powerful, informative, and
even life-changing messages from the
pulpit of his church and from behind
the microphone of his radio show, Ap-
ples of Gold, which is broadcast state-
wide on 15 stations.

Rock Springs Congregational Meth-
odist Church has thrived during Dr.
Tate’s tenure. The church has grown
from 35 members when he took the
helm 20 years ago to more than 4,600
worshippers today.

The church has put those resources
into the service of God’s people and the
church’s community. Every day, Rock
Springs teaches the next generation to
live by biblical principles at Rock
Springs Christian Academy. Dr. Tate’s
church also conducts a prison ministry
and a nursing home ministry, and it
sponsors a medical clinic for the unin-
sured. Georgia’s Third District is privi-
leged to have wise and selfless religious
leaders such as Dr. Tate. It’s a great
honor to have him with us here today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM WILL
HELP SMALL BUSINESSES

(Ms. KILROY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KILROY. Mr. Speaker, for the
last couple of years I have been talking
to small businesses in my district, and
one of the things that I consistently
hear from them that they ask for help
with is the issue of the cost of health
care for small business. Small business
is telling me they can’t afford to buy
health care or they are precluded from
buying it because one of the members
in their small group has a pre-existing
condition, and insurance companies
don’t even sell to them. I'm here to tell
them that we are listening to them and
that, if health care reform passes this
House and is signed into law, it can re-
form dramatically the small business
health care costs.
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It can help small businesses by pro-
viding an exchange that they can ac-
cess which will provide a bigger pool
and shared risk and lower health care
costs for them. And many small busi-
nesses would qualify for substantial
tax credits to help small businesses
make worker health care costs more
affordable.

This bill will not cost small business
jobs. In fact, it will help save jobs, giv-
ing them more opportunities to spend
their money to help add to their jobs
rather than paying extremely high
health care costs.

———
HEALTH CARE SOLUTIONS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, you know, rather than com-
plaining about the thousand-page, $1
trillion health care bill that rations
care and increases costs, in my district
I hosted a forum on health care solu-
tions.

A panel of experts shared some
Texas-sized solutions they have used to
fix what is broken in our health care
system.

These folks didn’t rely on govern-
ment bureaucrats to solve their prob-
lems. They didn’t wait for a Wash-
ington bailout. They forged ahead with
innovative programs that improved the
quality of life for Texans—ideas that
both Democrats and Republicans can
agree on.

My constituents have told me loud
and clear: one, they don’t want govern-
ment-controlled health care; two, the
President and Democrats in Congress
need to start over and listen to Amer-
ica. Go for real bipartisan solutions.

——

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month,
which begins on September 15 and runs
through October 15. During this time
we will celebrate the culture of people
who trace our roots to Spain, Mexico,
Central America, South America, and
the Caribbean, and their contributions
to American life.

The achievements of the Hispanic
community in America have positively
affected so many aspects of our soci-
ety. For example, there are now over
1.6 million Hispanic-owned businesses
in America. Of these businesses, over
29,000 generate over $1 million worth of
revenues every year.

Hispanics in America are also suc-
ceeding in a wide variety of chal-
lenging fields. There are currently over
79,000 Hispanic executives, almost
51,000 Hispanic physicians and sur-
geons, almost 49,000 Hispanic post-sec-
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ondary teachers, and over 38,000 His-
panic lawyers.

And lastly, let us not forget that
there are over 1.1 million Hispanic vet-
erans of the United States Armed
Forces.

———

THERE ARE MANY SOLUTIONS TO
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the President continues to
try to sell the false myth that the
health care debate is only between the
Democrat bill or the status quo. This is
completely inaccurate.

Republicans have offered different so-
lutions and legislation to fix what is
wrong with our health insurance sys-
tem. Unfortunately, Democrats are un-
willing to acknowledge that there may
be other proposals, reforms that do not
add billions to the national debt, cost
millions of jobs or expand the size and
powers of the Federal Government. Re-
publicans believe we can make health
insurance more affordable by giving
Americans more of their own tax dol-
lars to purchase insurance, shop for
plans across State lines, and associa-
tion health plans for small businesses.

The debate should be built on the
honest exchange over what proposals
are best to expand health insurance
coverage, not on the false effort that
we enact a big government takeover or
do nothing.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the Global War on Terrorism.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. This was an impor-
tant August for America and for Mem-
bers of this House. Back in Missouri, I
had a number and variety of health
care forums, from traditional town-
halls to telephone townhalls, to
roundtables of health care experts to
kitchen table conversations with con-
stituents. What we know is that the
current system is broken,
unsustainable, and unaffordable.

So the number one contributor to our
deficit, to personal bankruptcies and
costs of those who have insurance has
doubled in 10 years. We also know we
consider the source of the opponents
peddling this information in this de-
bate, the political gamers who just
want to bring the President down, the
profiteers who are making massive
profits over the broken system.

We need to have important insurance
reforms to reduce costs through com-
petition, and this needs to be deficit
neutral.

As Congress reconvenes and we pre-
pare to hear the President tonight, we
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need to continue this great debate,
even a spirited debate that we have to
find commonsense solutions for the
American people. That’s what they ex-
pect, and that’s what they deserve.

——————

UTOPIAN ILLUSION: GOVERNMENT
RUN HEALTH CARE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my
grandmother used to say ‘‘If you have
your health, you have everything.”
Health is a personal and private matter
with people. Individuals want to con-
trol who their doctor is. Now we are
embarked upon a new philosophy re-
garding health care.

The government thinks it knows bet-
ter how to take care of Americans than
individuals do. Kind of like the sar-
castic statement, ‘“We’re from the gov-
ernment, we’re here to help you.”

More government intrusion into per-
sonal lives alarms and scares people,
especially seniors. They are afraid that
additional government control of
health care will take their personal
choices away and give decisions and
power to unelected, unaccountable 23-
year-old bureaucrats in Washington,
D.C. Frankly, many of my neighbors in
Texas don’t have the confidence that
big government can provide better
quality of health for this Nation.

People are also worried about the bil-
lions of dollars to pay for this utopian
illusion: money that will have to be
borrowed, then paid back in more
taxes. The people I represent think this
new plan will make matters worse.
Sort of like what my grandmother also
said, ‘“‘If you think the problems gov-
ernment creates are bad, just wait
until you see government solutions.”

And that’s just the way it is.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. I have a quote from
Republican Chief Justice Earl Warren,
no longer with us. He said, Many peo-
ple consider the things which govern-
ment does for them to be social
progress, but they consider the things
government does for others as social-
ism. He said it. It is a message to ev-
erybody in this House. The
fearmongering that’s gone on in the
last 2 months does not bring us any
closer to resolution.

Look, private insurance companies
are for-profit businesses. I can’t blame
them, you can’t blame them for being
in the business of denying access to
needed care, avoiding and dumping the
sick, and confusing consumers. They
are, after all, driven by profits, not pa-
tients.

I aim in my business, what I have to
do here in the House is look out for my
constituents, for the hard-working
families in New Jersey that are being
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tossed aside so that insurance compa-
nies can maximize their profits. I sup-
port America’s Affordable Health
Choice Act because it creates a ration-
al marketplace where Americans can
find transparent information about
their insurance options, guaranteeing
coverage that won’t discriminate based
on health, gender, or job, and meaning-
ful coverage that won’t leave families
laden with debt.

———————

THE PRESIDENT’S RHETORIC
SHOULDN'T BE TAKEN LITERALLY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
a speech before the American Medical
Association, the President made a
promise to the American people which
he has often repeated: If you like your
doctor, you will be able to keep your
doctor. If you like your health care
plan, you will be able to keep your
health care plan. No one will take it
away, no matter what end.

However, when asked about this,
White House officials told the Associ-
ated Press, The President’s rhetoric
shouldn’t be taken literally.

So when it comes to serious concerns
that most Americans have about
health care proposals, White House of-
ficials admit you can’t believe what
the President says. That’s astounding.
If we can’t take the President literally
on his promises to the American peo-
ple, why aren’t the national media all
over this? The American people need
the facts about health care reform, not
political cover for the President.

—————
O 1015
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
during the August recess, not only did
I conduct townhall meetings, but I
toured medical facilities throughout
my district. One of those visits has
been etched vividly in my mind.

In Elizabeth City, North Carolina, I
met Derrick Williams at DaVita Dialy-
sis Center. He tearfully explained to
me that he had received a Kkidney
transplant from his sister. The kidney
worked well, but he was required to
take a variety of antirejection medi-
cines. He liked his insurance.

His insurance company started reim-
bursing for the medicines, and he was
very happy. But after just 2 years, the
insurance company refused further re-
imbursement. Unable to afford the
medicines, the kidney failed, he’s back
on dialysis, his sister is without a kid-
ney, and Derrick is awaiting another
kidney. What a tragedy.

Health insurers should work with us
and their policyholders. Instead, they
continue to rake in huge profits by
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raising premiums $1,800 per year and
cutting back on coverage.

I urge the insurance industry to em-
brace health care reform, please.

CONFIRMING CZARS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last Friday
the so-called ‘‘green jobs czar’ resigned
from his post after it was revealed that
he supported 9/11 Truth organization
statements insinuating that the gov-
ernment permitted the attacks to hap-
pen.

This official was just one of the many
czars the administration has appointed
this year. There’s a car czar, a pay
czar, a science czar, a Great Lakes
czar, plus 30 other czars.

Typically, high-ranking officials go
through a Senate confirmation process
to ensure their fitness for the position,
but none of President Obama’s czars
went through this process required by
the Constitution.

The Constitution calls for the Senate
to give advice and consent for the ap-
pointment of its principal officers, a
fitting definition for the power wielded
by these czars.

It is not too late for the President to
properly vet his next green jobs czar
and to willingly submit all of these
high officials to a transparent process
that can only strengthen his adminis-
tration.

When he was Senator, Obama said,
“The biggest problems that we’re fac-
ing right now have to do with George
Bush trying to bring more and more
power into the executive branch and
not go through Congress at all. And
that’s what I intend to reverse when
I'm President of the United States.”

Mr. Obama, it’s time to keep your
word.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM.:
DISPELLING MYTHS FOR SENIORS

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HIRONO. The most damaging as-
pect of the misinformation circulating
about health care insurance reform is
the use of scare tactics targeted at our
seniors. The cynical irony is that the
misinformation targeting seniors is
largely perpetuated by the very people
who fought the establishment of Medi-
care and wanted to privatize Social Se-
curity.

Here are the facts about some com-
mon myths:

Myth No. 1, there will be rationing of
health care. Not true. The bill pro-
motes effective treatments through re-
search.

Myth No. 2, Medicare will be elimi-
nated. Not true. In fact, reform will
lower prescription drug costs for people
in the doughnut hole, allow them to
keep the doctors of their choice, im-
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prove the quality of care and eliminate
billions in waste.

Closing the doughnut hole is espe-
cially important for Hawaii’s seniors.
We have the highest percentage; 36 per-
cent compared to 26 percent nationally
of our beneficiaries fall into this
doughnut hole.

Our current health care system, the
costliest in the world for what we get,
with ever increasing costs year after
year, can’t be sustained. I urge my col-
leagues to support reform now.

———

UNACCOUNTABLE POLICY CZARS

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent controversy and resignation by
one of President Obama’s policy czars
highlights a very real problem: the
President’s use of unaccountable policy
czars to circumvent the Constitution.
Now, by one count, the White House
has 32 policy czars, including a science
czar, a regulatory czar, and even a
Great Lakes czar.

These czars are tasked with leading
major policy efforts for the administra-
tion and have simply been granted a
great deal of authority. Yet each czar,
unlike a Cabinet secretary, is not sub-
ject to congressional oversight.

Members of the Cabinet have to be
approved by Congress, and they report
to Congress. Policy czars have no such
obligation. So what we have now is a
situation where major policy decisions
are being made by a group of people
who are not approved by Congress, not
subjected to congressional oversight,
and operate without any transparency
or accountability. This is not what our
Constitution intended.

———

OUR AILING HEALTH CARE
SYSTEM

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, we
have a health care system that is ail-
ing and is almost on life support. It
needs a major operation, and it needs it
in three ways.

First, we have to stop discriminating
against people with prior illnesses. It’s
wrong and probably unconstitutional
under the 14th Amendment.

Second, small businesses and individ-
uals can’t get health care insurance be-
cause they are too small or they’re by
themselves and have no pool. We need
to make insurance and health care fi-
nancing available to small businesses
and to individuals.

Third, we are on the cusp of some
tremendous breakthroughs in medicine
and in health care which will help us
with heart disease, diabetes and can-
cer, but in general, wellness across the
board, which will save this country a
lot of money.

We have the most expensive health
care system in the world. We deserve
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the best health care system and financ-

ing, and that is the operation we are

undertaking here in the Congress.
———

WHERE IS THE ACCOUNTABILITY
OF CONGRESS?

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, before
the August recess, I introduced a reso-
lution to hold Members accountable for
their health care reform decisions.
House Resolution 615 simply states
that if Members of Congress vote for
the government takeover of health
care, they agree to give up their pri-
vate insurance paid for by the tax-
payers and enroll in the government-
run plan. So far, 78 Republican Mem-
bers have joined as cosponsors but not
one Democrat.

Over 750,000 Americans from every
State have contacted my office in sup-
port of this resolution. They are de-
manding that if government-run health
care is good enough for Americans
young and old, then it should certainly
be good enough for the Members of
Congress and their families.

How dare Congress force government-
run health care down the throats of our
fellow Americans and not be willing to
choose it for themselves.

Mr. Speaker, you have heard people
speak out on this. Isn’t it time for
every Member of this body to stand up
and be accountable to the people they
represent by taking a dose of their
same medicine they prescribe to their
constituents?

To my fellow Congressmen, won’t
you now join me in cosponsoring House
Resolution 615 and prove that personal
accountability finally does exist in
Washington?

———
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, throughout the August re-
cess, like my colleagues, I met with
thousands of my constituents in Mary-
land’s Fourth Congressional District. I
heard the stories of so many who go to
work every day but who also go with-
out health insurance or with inad-
equate insurance to meet their family’s
needs.

I heard from seniors whose out-of-
pocket costs are soaring, families with
insurance but who have been broken
and bankrupt because of a tragic ill-
ness, parents concerned about their
newly adult children who are no longer
eligible for health benefits, and small
businesses that want to provide health
insurance but can’t because of the
staggering costs.

It’s time for us to stop talking and to
start acting to provide quality, afford-
able, and accessible health care for all.
We can’t allow the loudest voices

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

backed by corporate special interests,
health insurance companies, and drug
companies to stand in the way of
meaningful reform. And we can’t just
tinker around the edges of reform ei-
ther without bringing down costs and
providing accountability.

I join my colleagues in Congress in
support of a robust public health insur-
ance option that relies on Medicare
providers as an essential mechanism to
encourage real competition, lower
costs for all Americans and keep insur-
ance and drug companies honest.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, tonight
President Obama will address a joint
session of Congress to make yet an-
other appeal for his health care plan.

According to an analysis by CBS
News, the President has already deliv-
ered 27 speeches on the issue of health
care. Tonight will mark speech number
28. Yet with each passing day, as the
American public digs deeper into the
details of the plan, they learn that the
President’s rhetoric doesn’t always fit
with reality.

Pushing for a government takeover
of health care with new spin will not
change the minds of the American peo-
ple who strongly and correctly oppose
a government-run insurance plan.

Tonight the President should reset
on his health care plan and begin work-
ing with Republicans on bipartisan re-
form that addresses the concerns of
Americans and that the American peo-
ple can support.

——
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker,
Maureen Dowd had it right in her col-
umn today when she said there’s a lot
of confusion and skepticism out in the
American public about the health care
plan. There isn’t, however, a lot of op-
position. What I’'ve found is that once
you spend time with the American peo-
ple explaining things like the public
option, they become very supportive,
as national polls now show. And why
shouldn’t they? There are lots of exam-
ples of public and private competition
in this country.

We spend billions of dollars as a soci-
ety on bottled water every day when
there is a public option, a much less ex-
pensive public option, turning on the
faucet. Millions of Americans every
day face the choice, they can drive
their car to work or they can take the
public option, a bus or a metro line.

We understand in this country that
sometimes competition and choice
make a difference for the American
people. When we adopt the public op-
tion as part of our health care reform
package, we will make a difference in
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the health care delivery system in this
country, and the American people will
benefit from it.

——————

PASSING ALONG CONCERNS OF
HEALTH CARE REFORM FROM
ARKANSAS’ THIRD DISTRICT
RESIDENTS

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, during
the August work period, I heard from
thousands of Arkansans about health
care reform. I promised my constitu-
ents that I would bring their stories
and thoughts back to Washington so we
can enact commonsense health reforms
and have wide support throughout the
country.

While residents of the Third District
are supportive of reform to cut the cost
of health care and make it more afford-
able and accessible to all Americans,
there is a consensus that the reforms
currently under consideration by Con-
gress aren’t what they want. The over-
whelming majority of citizens I heard
from don’t want the government to fed-
eralize their health care.

We can create a better plan for
health care reform that includes fixing
the fraud in the Medicare and Medicaid
systems, implementing tort reform and
allowing Americans to own their own
health insurance like they own their
own car insurance.

Congress needs to listen to what the
American public is saying. Do not sup-
port federalizing health care. Don’t de-
stroy the good things of the American
health system while trying to fix the
bad.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I, like
other Members of Congress, went home
and had a townhall meeting on health
care and met with many doctors. What
I found is that the American public
knows that the system is broken and
that we need to change. The difficulty
I have got in my district is I'm for a
public option. But I'm not drawing a
line in the sand to say I won’t vote for
a bill that improves the health care
system, that takes care of the problem
concerning preexisting conditions, that
gives more wellness and preventative
programs and that sees that we have
more family doctors and health cen-
ters.

For that, the liberals in my district,
and I'm a liberal, are upset with me be-
cause I haven’t said I won’t vote for a
bill that doesn’t have a public option.
On the other hand, there are people
that are against health care at all, and
if T vote for anything, they will be
upset.

Tonight the President of the United
States will address the Nation. I plan
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to listen, and I plan to support the
President of the United States in pro-
viding health care and making the
greatest reforms in welfare moves for
the people of our Nation and improve-
ment in health care since 1965 when
Medicaid and Medicare were passed.
Those were great days for America.

HONORING NEW JERSEY SUPERIOR
COURT JUDGE MARILYN RHYNE
HERR

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize former New Jersey Superior
Court Judge Marilyn Rhyne Herr for
her 15 years of outstanding service to
our State. I was honored to be part of
the celebration recently honoring
Judge Herr as her portrait was un-
veiled for permanent display in the
Hunterdon County, New Jersey, court-
house.

Judge Herr was sworn in to the New
Jersey Superior Court in 1989, becom-
ing the second woman resident of
Hunterdon County to be named a Supe-
rior Court judge and the first assigned
to the bench in our home County. She
was for many years in the family divi-
sion, a court Judge Herr called the
most important court there is.

More than a jurist, Judge Herr served
for many years as a Girl Scout leader
and two terms as president of the Roll-
ing Hills Girl Scout Council. She is a
patron of the arts, an avid reader of
historical biographies, a former pilot,
world traveler, and competitive tennis
player.

Like my wife and me, she is a resi-
dent of Clinton Township, Hunterdon
County, New Jersey, and my wife and I
are proud to call Marilyn Rhyne Herr
our friend and neighbor.

Congratulations, Judge Herr, and
thank you for your service to New Jer-
sey.

———
J 1030

THE WIND ENERGY RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2009

(Mr. LUJAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 3

Mr. LUJAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take a moment to commend my col-
league, Representative PAUL TONKO,
for his work on the Wind Energy Re-
search and Development Act of 2009, a
bill that I proudly cosponsored and
supported during the committee mark-
up process.

Much of our clean energy future de-
pends on our ability to harness and use
the renewable power of wind. New Mex-
ico is well positioned to be a leader in
renewable energy development, and
wind and solar energy have the poten-
tial to power an entire country.

New Mexico’s wind energy resources
are vast. And as home to Department
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of Energy national laboratories in New
Mexico, with Sandia and Los Alamos,
New Mexico is a hub of scientific dis-
covery and innovative technology.

We are also investing in clean energy
job training and education programs.
In my district, the North American
Wind Research and Training Center at
Mesalands Community College has es-
tablished curriculum and provided job
training opportunities to create a
strong labor force to support a robust
renewable energy economy.

Still, we have a lot of work to do, and
we must continue to invest in renew-
able energy research and development.
Investment in science and technology
will be the key to our clean energy fu-
ture, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S JOINT SESSION
ADDRESS

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, tonight
when the President addresses the joint
session of Congress, I hope that he will
turn a new page in the health care de-
bate, setting aside demands for a gov-
ernment-run, taxpayer-funded health
care system and instead he will express
support for real reforms that will re-
duce costs and increase access to qual-
ity health care for everyone regardless
of preexisting conditions.

I hope to hear that the President fi-
nally will fix the medical malpractice
crisis that continues to drive costs up
and drives doctors out of Illinois and
other States. I hope the President will
finally commit to our small businesses
by allowing them to band together in
an association health plan so that they
can provide affordable health care to
their employees. And, finally, I hope
that the President will join Members
on both sides of the aisle to end waste,
fraud and abuse plaguing Medicare and
robbing seniors of much-needed health
benefits.

It is my hope that after tonight’s ad-
dress the President and congressional
Democrats will focus on bipartisan,
commonsense reforms that will actu-
ally increase health care affordability
and accessibility for all.

————

IT'S TIME TO ENACT REAL
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. As Congress returns to
Washington to focus on the Nation’s
business, we bring back the many sto-
ries we heard while we were home in
our districts.

I spent much of August traveling
around my district in southern Nevada
talking to folks about health care. I
held roundtables, I convened a Con-
gress on the Corner, I participated in
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telephone town halls, and I visited
community health clinics. I shared my
views on reform; I dispelled many of
the myths that were circulating by
those who want to protect the status
quo; and I heard from people who can-
not afford health care or found out
that they don’t have the coverage for
the medical treatment that they need.

It is clear that we can no longer af-
ford business as usual. The worst we
can do is do nothing. The current
health care system obviously isn’t
working, so it’s time to enact real
health care reform, health care reform
that provides people with choice, low-
ers the cost of care, expands access,
and provides Nevadans and all Ameri-
cans with peace of mind should they or
their families become ill.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE
SPOKEN; IS WASHINGTON LIS-
TENING?

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. After a tumultuous
month of townhall meetings across the
Nation, the American people have spo-
ken, and House Republicans are on the
side of the American people.

As the President comes into this well
of Congress tonight to deliver a speech
on health care reform, one thing is
clear: the American people don’t want
just another speech on health care;
they want another health care plan.

What I heard back home is that the
folks want us to take action here in
Washington that will lower the cost of
health insurance and lower the cost of
health care in the long term, but the
American people don’t want us to
launch a new government-run insur-
ance plan that will lead to a govern-
ment takeover of health care paid for
with $800 billion in higher taxes.

As the President knows, House Re-
publicans have a broad range of legisla-
tive ideas, and we hope to hear and re-
flect on some of them tonight. Why not
let Americans purchase health insur-
ance the way Members of Congress can
across State lines? Why not bring
about reasonable restrictions and lim-
its on medical malpractice claims to
end the era of defensive medicine?

House Republicans will welcome the
President of the United States respect-
fully to the well of Congress tonight,
and we stand ready to work with the
Democratic majority to solve our
health care challenges.

The American people have spoken.
Tonight we’ll see if Washington is lis-
tening.

———
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, ever since
President Truman proposed a system
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to keep Americans from going bank-
rupt due to medical bills, the for-profit
insurance industry has painted any ef-
fort at reform as un-American. I want
to talk today about health and wealth.

Unlike then, there is now broad con-
sensus that our system is
unsustainable. Premiums are rising at
three times the rate of inflation, 4,000
Americans are losing their coverage
every day, and more and more are un-
able to get insurance simply because
they have preexisting conditions. Still,
those who profit most by the status
quo, the for-profit insurers, continue to
lie to the American people while they
take home between $70,000 a day and
$300,000 a day.

Let me be clear: no one in Congress is
trying to nationalize medical care. On
the contrary, providing Americans a
basic low-cost public option simply ex-
pands access so that consumers can
visit the doctors of their choice.

It’s time we start caring less about
making private insurance companies
and their CEOs wealthy and get back
to making Americans healthy.

——

WAKE UP AMERICA: THIS IS THE
TIME FOR HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, there are
those in America who claim that we
can’t fix our broken health care system
during an economic crisis. The truth is
that we can’t afford not to fix it.

Health care premiums have risen
every year for more than a decade, at
least three times as fast as family in-
comes have risen. If we doing nothing,
those rising health insurance pre-
miums will eat up an ever larger slice
of family incomes. Businesses that pro-
vide health insurance as a benefit for
workers and their families will be ever
more competitively disadvantaged.
That is a loss of jobs that America can-
not afford to lose.

Others in America claim that reform
will mean a government takeover of
health care decisions. The opposite is
true. Every American will be able to
choose their insurance plan and their
doctor, but dropping a person’s cov-
erage because of a preexisting condi-
tion will be prohibited from all insur-
ance plans.

Reform will ensure that the doctor
and the family make the critical deci-
sions on needed care. Now the insur-
ance company executives make those
decisions, and they only care about
their profits.

Wake up, America; this is the time
for health care reform.

——
HEALTH INSURANCE REFORM
DAILY MYTH BUSTER: IMPACT
ON SENIORS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, we have
nothing but myths and scare tactics to
our seniors about health care.

What is one of the myths? Under the
health care reform, a government
panel, a bureau, will tell you when you
can die. Nothing can be further from
the truth. It will be up to your doctor
and your family. It simply provides re-
imbursement for Medicare for doing
this.

Another myth: health care reform
will lead to rationed care. No such
thing. We have it now. As a matter of
fact, nothing will stand between you
and your doctor to make the best deci-
sion. Reform actually takes insurance
company bureaucrats out of this deci-
sion and let’s you make it.

What about the myth about health
care reform is a government takeover?
Just another lie. Under the bill, there
is no government takeover of health
care. Every American will still be able
to choose their doctor and their health
insurance plan and make decisions that
they want.

The fourth out of these five myths:
health care will reform and end Medi-
care. Untrue. As a matter of fact, it
will strengthen Medicare and it will
lower prescription drug benefits—take
that doughnut out of Medicare.

And, finally: We can’t afford to fix
health care during an economic down-
turn. We can’t afford not to fix it.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JEAN SCHMIDT, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JEAN
SCcHMIDT, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, DC, August 11, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for docu-
ments issued by the Ohio Elections Commis-
sion.

After consultation with counsel, I will
make the determinations required by Rule
VIII.

Sincerely,
JEAN SCHMIDT,
Member of Congress.

———

ELECTING A MINORITY MEMBER
TO A STANDING COMMITTEE

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 723

Resolved, That the following member be,
and is hereby, elected to the following stand-
ing committee:

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT
REFORM—Mr. Luetkemeyer.

September 9, 2009

Mr. PENCE (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agreed to the following
resolution:

S. RES. 255

In the Senate of the United States, Sep-
tember 8, 2009.

Whereas the Honorable Edward Moore Ken-
nedy was elected to the Senate in 1962 and
served the people of Massachusetts in the
United States Senate with devotion and dis-
tinction for nearly 47 years, the third longest
term of service in Senate history;

Whereas the Honorable Edward Moore Ken-
nedy became the youngest Majority Whip in
Senate history at the age of 36;

Whereas the Honorable Edward Moore Ken-
nedy served as Chairman of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee from 1979-1981 and as Chair-
man of the Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee for nearly 13 years
between 1987-2009;

Whereas the Honorable Edward Moore Ken-
nedy made the needs of working families and
the less fortunate among us the work of his
life, particularly those of the poor, the
disenfranchised, the disabled, the young, the
old, the working class, the service member
and the immigrant;

Wheras his efforts on behalf of the citizens
of Massachusetts and all Americans earned
him the esteem and high regard of his col-
leagues;

Whereas more than 300 laws bear his name
and he co-sponsored more than 2,000 others
covering civil rights, health care, the min-
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