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Unemployment Rate
2007 Monthly Average

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Unemployment Rate
2008 Monthly Average
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 Financial markets and regulation
 Environmental policy
 Energy policy
 Health care policy
 Agricultural policy
 Rural development
 ???
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Percent 55 or older
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Dollars per acre (three year moving average)

Net Returns to Crop Production 
(Gross Market Returns Less Variable or Cash Costs)

Source: USDA
Variable costs exclude costs for labor and management, depreciation, land, taxes, 
insurance, and farm overhead.
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Large war expenditures
Economic recession

High energy
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Federal Reserve Balance Sheet: Assets
Billion Dollars

Source:  Federal Reserve Board of Governors
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 Recovery opens new horizons for Nebraska agriculture.

 Any farm rebound will be driven by consumer demand.

 Will domestic or foreign consumers lead?

 High hopes for prosperity are not certain.

 Economic conditions are eerily similar to the 1970s.

Wall Street did not learn the lessons of the 1980s farm crisis.
DID YOU?
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