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 The recession and financial crisis in rural U.S.

 The recovery hinges on a demand rebound.

 Long-term structural challenges remain.
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 Rural banks are performing better than metro peers.

 But, to reduce risk, banks have . . .

 Tightened credit standards on loans.

 Raised collateral requirements.

 Shortened loan maturities.

 Risks remain in commercial real estate.
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 The recovery hinges on a demand rebound.
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 The recession and financial crisis in rural U.S.

 The recovery hinges on a demand rebound.

 Long-term structural challenges remain.

 Aging populations and migration challenge rural 
communities.
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 Aging populations and migration challenge rural 
communities.

 Rising fixed production costs threaten to intensify 
consolidation trends.

 The financial crisis has raised deposits in rural 
commercial banks. 

 Will this continue?

 Is this a permanent change or a short-term safe haven?
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 The recession and financial crisis have strained rural 

economies.

 In the short term, economic strength will hinge on a rebound 

in demand.

 In the long term, population, migration, consolidation and 

financial access will remain challenges to rural communities.

 Continued focus on entrepreneurship, innovation, and 

amenities may be the best strategies for rural growth.
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