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Internal migration in the U.S.
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U.S. Residents Moving Between States
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Migration in Kansas and Missouri



Net In-Migration to Kansas and Missouri over the Long Run
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Net In-Migration to Kansas and Missouri from Individual States
1995-2000
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Net In-Migration to Different Areas of Kansas and Missouri

Percent per year
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Do Kansas and Missouri need to 
attract more people?



U.S. Working-Age vs. Elderly Population

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080

Millions

Working age (ages 20-64)

Elderly (ages 65 and over)

Forecast
Source: Social Security Administration

Chart 7



Will net in-migration to the region
turn back up?



Kansas Employment Growth
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Missouri Employment Growth
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Impact of migration on the quality of
the region’s labor force



Occupational Distribution of Jobs in U.S., 1969 vs.1999
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Net In-Migration by Education, 1995-2000*
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* For people 25 years or older in 2000
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How to attract more highly educated 
workers:

Improve skills at all levels, including blue collar 
and clerical workers

More firms will choose to locate in 
the region
More jobs will become available for 
highly educated workers
“Brain drain” will turn into “brain gain”
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Impact of migration on the supply
of unskilled workers in the region
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Kansas and Missouri Industries with High 
Concentration of Unskilled Immigrants*

Industry

Restaurants
Meatpacking
Construction
Traveler accommodation
Grocery stores
Department stores
Hospitals
Landscaping

(1)
Percent of all 

unskilled immigrants

13.3
11.5
8.2
2.7
2.2
1.9
1.7
1.7

(2)
Percent of all 

unskilled natives

8.6
0.8
9.2
1.1
3.2
2.7
2.5
0.7

Ratio of
(1) to (2)

1.6
14.3
0.9
2.4
0.7
0.7
0.7
2.3

* High school degree or less
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