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Debt Repayment Capacity Utilization (DRCU)

Source:  2008 Agricultural Resource Management Survey

Note: DRCU is actual farm debt divided by maximum feasible amount of farm debt that can be 
serviced from current farm income.
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Source:  Census of Agriculture

Note: Farm household is defined as having more than $1,000 of farm sales.
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Debt Repayment Capacity Utilization (DRCU) Ratio Categories

Source: 2008 Agricultural Resource Management Survey
Note: Farm DRCU only considers farm income to repay farm debt. Household DRCU considers all farm household income
to repay all farm household debt.
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 U.S. and international demand have a significant 

affect on farm incomes

 Credit is available for creditworthy producers, but do 

these producers need/want it?

 Off-farm income plays a significant role in farm 

household financial stress

 Macroeconomic events flow through to agricultural 

markets
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Source: BEA and Federal Reserve Board of Governors
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