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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, October 19, 2009, at 2 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 16, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F.
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, is it some hidden fear
of Your power or just our own unfaith-
ful character that causes us to distance
ourselves from You? Rather than see
You as walking every step of the way
with us, we choose at times to keep
You in the heavens. Rather than seek
You in our everyday undertakings, we
put off meeting You to the next life.
Why, O Lord?

Scripture reveals Your desire to be
our companion and guide, whether in
Israel or on the road to Damascus. It is
Your friendship we need.

As close friends, we need to listen to
each other. Every step of life’s journey
invites us to draw closer together. Un-
like our friends in this world, Lord,
You will never abandon us when we are
troubled or in need.
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We are truly blessed, Lord, if we can
rest in Your friendship and place all
our trust in You as individuals and as
a nation.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday next for
morning-hour debate.

There was no objection.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, Octo-
ber 20, 2009, at 12:30 p.m., for morning-
hour debate.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

4139. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting annual report on Operations of the Of-
fice of Workers’ Compensation Programs for
Fiscal year 2006; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

4140. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy,
Department of Energy, transmitting the De-
partment’s report entitled, ‘‘Implementation
Report: Energy Conservation Standards Ac-
tivities”, pursuant to Section 141 of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4141. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Final
DTV Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
cast Stations. (Flagstaff, Arizona) [MB
Docket No.: 08-110] received September 24,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4142. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Final
DTV Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
cast Stations. (Boston, Massachusetts) [MB
Docket No.: 09-142] received September 24,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4143. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Final
DTV Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
cast Stations. (Chicago, Illinois) [MB Docket
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No.: 09-146] received September 24, 2009, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4144. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Final
DTV Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
cast Stations. (Fort Worth, Texas) [MB
Docket No.: 09-132] received September 24,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4145. A letter from the Chief, Policy Divi-
sion, International Bureau, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Procedures to
Govern the Use of Satellite Earth Stations
on Board Vessels in the 5925-6425 MHz/3700-
4200 MHz Bands and 14.0-14.5 GHz/11.7-12.2
GHz Bands [IB Docket No.: 02-10] received
September 11, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4146. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s report pursu-
ant to U.S. Policy in Iraq Act, Section
1227(c) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Pub. L. 109-163), as
amended by Section 1223 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008
(Pub. L. 110-181); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

4147. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting presidential certification and a
memorandum of justification to permit U.S.
contributions to the International Fund for
Ireland with FY 2008 and 2009 Funds; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4148. A letter from the Senior Advisor and
Executive Secretary, Export-Import Bank,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

4149. A letter from the Chairman, Inter-
national Trade Commission, transmitting
the seventh edition of the United States
International Trade Commission’s Strategic
Plan, which covers the period from fiscal
year 2009 through fiscal year 2014; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

4150. A letter from the Director, Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts,
transmitting the 2008 report on statistics
mandated by the Bankruptcy Abuse Preven-
tion and Consumer Protection Act of 2005; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

4151. A letter from the Director, Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts,
transmitting the Office’s report entitled,
“Report of the Proceedings of the Judicial
Conference of the United States’” for the
March 2009 session; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
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4152. A letter from the Chairman, Commis-

sion on Civil Rights, transmitting a report
entitled ‘‘Department of Justice Voting
Rights Enforcement for the 2008 Presidential
Election”’; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
4153. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Safety
Zone: USCG Barque Eagle transits of Rock-
land Harbor, ME, Portland Harbor, ME and
Portsmouth Harbor, NH [Docket No.: USCG-
2009-0685] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received Sep-
tember 25, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

4154. A letter from the Attorney, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Safety Zone;
Festivus, Lower Colorado River, Bullhead
City, AZ [Docket No.: USCG-2009-0454] (RIN:
1625-AA00) received September 25, 2009, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

4155. A letter from the Attorney, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Safety Zone;
Hornblower Cruises Fleet Week Fireworks
Display, San Francisco Bay, CA [Docket No.:
USCG-2009-0631] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
September 25, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

4156. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Anchor-
age Regulations; Port of New York and Vi-
cinity [Docket No.: USCG-2008-0047] (RIN:
1625-AA01) received September 25, 2009, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

4157. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Office of Regulations and Administrative
Law, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Definition of Marine Debris for Purposes of
the Marine Debris Research, Prevention, and
Reduction Act [USCG-2007-0164] (RIN: 0648-
AV68; 1625-AB24) received September 25, 2009,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

4158. A letter from the Chief Privacy Offi-
cer, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting a report entitled, ‘“‘Privacy Of-
fice Annual Report to Congress’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security.

4159. A letter from the Chairman, Railroad
Retirement Board, transmitting the Board’s
budget request for the Office of the Inspector
General of the Railroad Retirement Board
for fiscal year 2011, in accordance with Sec-
tion 7(f) of the Railroad Retirement Act, pur-
suant to 456 U.S.C. 231f(f); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. OBERSTAR: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 3619. A bill to
authorize appropriations for the Coast Guard
for fiscal year 2010, and for other purposes;
with an amendment (Rept. 111-303 Pt. 1). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the
Committee on Homeland Security dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 3619 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union.

——————

REPORTED BILL SEQUENTIALLY
REFERRED

Under clause 2 of rule XII, bills and
reports were delivered to the Clerk for
printing, and bills referred as follows:

Mr. OBERSTAR: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 3619. A bill to
authorize appropriations for the Coast Guard
for fiscal year 2010, and for other purposes;
with an amendment; referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security for a period
ending not later than October 16, 2009.

———

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the
following action was taken by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2989. Referral to the Committee on
Ways and Means extended for a period ending
not later than November 13, 2009.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 3258: Mr. BERMAN.

H.R. 3801: Mr. ANDREWS.

H. Res. 828: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. CONAWAY,
Mr. PLATTS, Mr. WOLF, Mr. ROE of Ten-
nessee, Mr. MiIcA, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr.
BUYER, Mr. HARPER, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska,
Mr. OLSON, Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr.
Bo0zMAN, Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, Mr.
Wu, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. IssA, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. HONDA, and Mr. KINGSTON.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

A TRIBUTE TO UNITED STATES
MARINE LIEUTENANT GENERAL
SAMUEL T. HELLAND

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the United
States Marine Corps are exceptional.

Our country has been fortunate to have dy-
namic and dedicated leaders who willingly and
unselfishly give their time and talent to keep
this country free and safe. United States Ma-
rine Lieutenant General Samuel T. Helland is
one of these individuals.

Lt. General Helland earned a Bachelor of
Science Degree from the University of Min-
nesota, Duluth and holds a Master of Science
Degree from Troy State University. He is a
graduate of the Marine Corps Command and
Staff College and the National Defense Uni-
versity, Industrial College of the Armed
Forces.

Lt. General Helland started his military ca-
reer by enlisting in the Army in 1968. He
served three years with the U.S. Army Special
Forces, leaving after a combat tour of duty in
Vietnam with the 5th Special Forces Group
(ABN), Military Advisory Command (Special
Observations Group). Lt. General Helland
graduated from Marine Officer Candidate
School in 1973, and was designated a Naval
Aviator in 1974. He is qualified as a CH-53
pilot.

Lt. General Helland has served in many dif-
ferent capacities over the years; Lt. General
Helland served with the Amphibious Units,
Aviation Combat Elements, and Joint Task
Forces. He has participated in exercises and
contingency operations ranging from the Arctic
Circle, throughout the Mediterranean and Car-
ibbean Seas, the Persian Gulf, and the Horn
of Africa.

His assignments include Staff Officer for the
Logistics Officer for the Marine Aircraft Group
26, Operations Officer for Marine Heavy Heli-
copter Squadron 461, MAG 40, Joint Staff Of-
ficer in the J-7, Command of the 22nd Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), Deputy Commander
JTF-Shining Hope, US Joint Forces Com-
mand, Norfolk VA, US Marine Corps Forces
South, Commanding General Fleet Marine
Forces South, Assistant Deputy Commandant
for Aviation. In May 2004, Lt. General Helland
assumed command of Combined Joint Task
Force, Horn of Africa. From August 2005 to
July 2007, Lt. General Helland commanded
the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, MCAS Miramar
San Diego, California. In July 2007, he as-
sumed duty as Deputy Commanding General
| MEF Camp Pendleton, CA before assuming
his present assignment as Commanding Gen-
eral | MEF; Commander, Marine Corps Forces
Central Command.

His decorations include the Bronze Star, Le-
gion of Merit, Purple Heart, Meritorious Serv-

ice Medal with gold star, Defense Superior
Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal with gold star, Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Achievement Medal, Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon with one star, and various service
and unit awards.

Lt. General Helland's tireless passion for
service has contributed to the betterment of
this country. On the occasion of his retirement
and on behalf of the people of the United
States whom he has served with courage and
honor, we commemorate the service of Lieu-
tenant General Samuel T. Helland.

H. RES. 627

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my thanks for the serv-
ice of the men and women of the 81st Brigade
Combat Team and all of the Washington Na-
tional Guard.

In August of 2008, over 2,400 Washington
State Guardsmen and women in the 81st BCT
mobilized for deployment. After several weeks
of training at Fort McCoy, the unit deployed for
ten months of service in Irag.

The 81st BCT’s primary missions in Iraq
were providing security to convoys, protecting
U.S. forces, and engaging in provincial recon-
struction. They performed these missions ad-
mirably, and the unit returned home in August
of 2009.

Unfortunately, one soldier in the 81st BCT,
Specialist Samuel Stone, was killed in Iraq
earlier this year. | am deeply sorry for the loss
that his friends and family must feel. We will
not forget his sacrifice for our country.

It is an honor to represent so many of the
men and women who make up the 81st BCT,
the Washington National Guard, and the Air
National Guard as well as the families who
support them.

Over 11,000 members of the Washington
National Guard have been mobilized since
September 11, 2001, for service in Irag and in
response to domestic emergencies such as
Hurricane Katrina. Their service helps keep
our nation strong and free.

| congratulate the 81st BCT on the occasion
of their return from Iraq. | thank them and all
our men and women in uniform for the sac-
rifices they make on behalf of our country.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO JAMES “ROCKY”’
ROBINSON, JR.

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of James “Rocky” Robinson, Jr.,

founder of the Bedford Stuyvesant Volunteer
Ambulance Corps (BSVAC) and an inspiration
to the community of Brooklyn.

James (“Rocky”) Robinson, Jr. was born on
July 15, 1940, in Marietta, North Carolina, to
Betty and James Robinson. When he was still
an infant, his family moved to Brooklyn, New
York, where Rocky was raised. After attending
Eastern District High School in the Williams-
burg section of Brooklyn, Rocky served five
years in the United States Army. His army
duty included serving as a member of the
Honor Guard, posted at the Arlington National
Cemetery, where he stood guard during the
visits of Jackie Kennedy and her children to
John F. Kennedy’s grave.

After leaving the military, Rocky joined New
York City’s Emergency Medical Service (EMS)
where he served the city for more than 30
years, before retiring in 2000. His career with
EMS was marked by many accomplishments.
In 1977 he was promoted to Lieutenant, and
in 1994 he became a Captain. Through his
work with EMS, Rocky witnessed the crisis in
emergency medical services in New York’s mi-
nority communities. To respond to these cri-
ses, in 1988 Rocky co-founded the Bedford-
Stuyvesant Volunteer Ambulance Corps
(“BSVAC”), America’s first minority volunteer
ambulance corps.

The remarkable story of Rocky and BSVAC
has been told in print, on the radio and on tel-
evision. BSVAC first began operations with no
ambulance and no volunteers, at a point when
the response time in Bedford-Stuyvesant for
city ambulances averaged about 30 minutes.
In the beginning, Rocky and his partner, Spec.
Joe Perez, responded on foot to the calls they
heard on their police radio. Eventually, BSVAC
established a record-breaking ambulance
service that has responded to over 400 emer-
gency calls a month with an average response
time of less than four minutes.

Through BSVAC, Rocky has worked tire-
lessly to help the Bedford-Stuyvesant commu-
nity. Rocky designed a comprehensive emer-
gency medical training program including trau-
ma troopers, First Responders, and youth
corps. To date, thousands of local residents
have been trained to save lives in emer-
gencies. In addition, hundreds of young peo-
ple have completed the youth corps program
(basic EMT training); almost 100% of the
graduates have become EMTs or have other-
wise pursued careers in medicine as a nurse,
physician’s assistant, or doctor. Although he
has concentrated his efforts on Bed-Stuy,
Rocky has reached out to other minority com-
munities, from Harlem to Los Angeles, pro-
viding emergency medical training and assist-
ance in setting up programs. Closer to home,
in 1993, Rocky responded to the first World
Trade Center incident with BSVAC; he also re-
sponded on 9/11 when BSVAC volunteers
saved a firefighter’s life.

Rocky’s ability to inspire led him to being
chosen to address the Republican National
Convention in Houston, Texas in 1994. For his
remarkable accomplishments and ongoing ef-
forts, Rocky has received numerous awards,
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including: Robin Hood Foundation Hero of the
Year Award, New York City Award, American
Institute for Public Service Jefferson Award,
Points of Light Award (Awarded by George
Bush), and Maxwell House Hero Search
Award. Among the many honors he has re-
ceived, Rocky was selected to carry the Olym-
pic torch down Fifth Avenue in New York City,
en route to Atlanta, in 1996. Rocky’s status as
a hero was even recognized by the children of
Wilkes Country Elementary School in North
Carolina, who named him as their black hero
in 1998. (Choosing him by a landslide over the
other candidates, including Michael Jordan).
Of all the honors and awards that Rocky has
earned, he describes his greatest reward as
the satisfaction he enjoys from seeing young
people succeed in medical careers after train-
ing with BSVAC.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing James “Rocky” Robin-
son, an “on-call,” unselfish community serv-
ant.

———

HONORING THE POINTS OF LIGHT
INSTITUTE

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mrs. McCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize an impor-
tant milestone in the history of an organization
that has made a difference in the lives of
many Americans and many communities
across the nation—the Points of Light Institute.

Twenty years ago, a newly-inaugurated
President George H.W. Bush challenged us to
“pbring in the generations, harnessing the un-
used talent of the elderly and the unfocused
energy of the young . . . to spread like stars
throughout the Nation, doing good.” It was this
challenge that became the foundation of the
Points of Light initiative. President Obama dra-
matically expanded this movement with his
leadership of the bipartisan Edward M. Ken-
nedy Serve America Act, legislation that |
sponsored, which was signed into law earlier
this year.

The Points of Light Foundation recently
merged with Hands On Network to form the
Points of Light Institute. This organization has
been transforming American lives and commu-
nities around the nation, offering tangible and
meaningful ways for people to serve.

In 2008, the Points of Light Institute and its
250 Hands On volunteer action centers en-
gaged over 1.2 million volunteers in service
and managed over 520,000 volunteer projects.
The value of this service is over $600 million,
a remarkable contribution to the health and
welfare of American communities from Seattle
to Miami.

One of Points of Light's affiliates is the Long
Island Volunteer Center headquartered in my
Congressional District. Daily, this great local
organization connects individuals and groups
to help nonprofit organizations expand pro-
grams and services that improve the environ-
ment, mentor at-risk youth, assist the elderly,
help hungry and homeless people, and en-
hance appreciation of cultural arts.

Congratulations to Points of Light on this 20
year anniversary and for the many acts of
service that have improved the lives of those
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in need in our midst. We all look forward to
many more years of inspiring work.

Madam Speaker, it is with pride and admira-
tion | offer my thanks and recognition to Points
of Light Institute.

A TRIBUTE TO ERMA A. WINSLOW

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Erma A. Winslow, a dedi-
cated educator and community servant.

Erma Winslow is a retired administrator and
guidance counselor for the New York City
Board of Education. Ms. Winslow was a coun-
selor and assistant to the principal at Joan of
Arc Junior High School, a guidance counselor
at Junior High School 258, and a guidance
counselor at Richmond Hill High School. While
working for the Board of Education, Ms. Wins-
low was committed to providing quality coun-
seling to elementary, middle, and high school
students. Ms. Winslow’s areas of expertise are
in education, special education, guidance and
counseling, curriculum development, recre-
ation, library and media services.

Ms. Winslow holds a Master's Degree in
Health Education from Columbia University, a
Master's Degree in Guidance and Counseling
from Fordham University, and a Bachelor's
Degree in Health and Recreation from
Talladega College in Alabama. She was
founder and chair of Bedford Stuyvesant Com-
munity Block Association. She is also the re-
cipient of a community service award and a
guidance counselor award for her tireless
service to the New York City Board of Edu-
cation.

Erma has successfully counseled junior high
and high school students, assisting them in
meeting their academic, personal and social
needs, so they could be active in the commu-
nities in which they live.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Erma A. Winslow.

A TRIBUTE TO TERESA COAXUM

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Teresa Coaxum, a tireless
leader in the community.

Born and raised in Walterboro South Caro-
lina, Ms. Coaxum began her career at John-
son C. Smith University in Charlotte, North
Carolina at the age of 16. Shortly after her first
semester she moved to New York and com-
pleted her Bachelor's degree and later her
Master’'s degree at John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice. Ms. Coaxum would later graduate
from Harvard’'s Kennedy School of Govern-
ment’'s Senior Managers in Government Exec-
utive Program. Always one to know the true
importance of education, Ms. Coaxum is also
a graduate of Coro Leadership New York XV.

In Ms. Coaxum’s former job, she served as
Project Manager of Community Relations
under Brooklyn District Attorney, Charles
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Hynes. There she addressed the needs of
residents in Crown Heights, Prospect Heights,
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Stuyvesant Heights, East
Flatbush, and Bushwick by successfully co-
ordinating community agencies, organizations,
churches and elected officials in major initia-
tives such as ComALERT (Community and
Law Enforcement Resources Together), a dis-
trict attorney program that assists people on
probation and parolees in getting jobs, training
and education in Crown Heights and Bedford
Stuyvesant.

Ms. Coaxum has worked tirelessly to em-
power New York residents through her com-
mitment to community and human services. In
her current position, she works countless
hours directing community outreach and plan-
ning in NYC, assisting in the management of
Senator SCHUMER’s eight regional offices, as
well as advising the Senator and his Wash-
ington, D.C. staff on key policy issues.

Ms. Coaxum is a lifetime member of the
NAACP. She serves on several committees
such as John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Alumni Association as the 2nd Vice President,
Interfaith Medical Center Auxiliary, Church
Women United, Community Board 8, Partner-
ship for Youth and Community Empowerment,
Brooklyn Blizzard Youth Organization, The
Women’s Caucus for Ed Towns, and Brooklyn
Young Democrats.

In recognition of her loyalty and service, Ms.
Coaxum was selected as one of The Network
Journal’'s “Top 40 under 40 Dynamic Leaders”
in June 2009, and as one of City Hall News’
“Rising Stars 40 under 40”. She received the
John Jay College Alumni of the Year Award,
various community service awards from Con-
cord Family Services and the 77th, 79th, 81st,
83rd Precinct Community Councils. Among
her many honors and recognitions, she has
also received The Harriet Tubman Humani-
tarian Award and Proclamations from Senator
Carl Andrews and Brooklyn Borough President
Marty Markowitz, as well as Special Recogni-
tion from Congressman EDOLPHUS “ED”
TOwNS, and Citations from Assemblyman Vito
Lopez, New York City Councilmembers Erik
Dilan and Diana Reyna, and former Council-
man James E. Davis for dedication and hard
work in the community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing this relentless and dy-
namic community leader.

————

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND ANDRE
RAMON SOLEIL

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Reverend André Ramodn
Soleil, a seasoned lawyer, artist and entre-
preneur with an extraordinary life story.

Reverend Soleil was raised in New Hope
Baptist Church, Niagara Falls, New York, a
church founded by his great-grandparents dur-
ing the great migration of African-Americans
northward to New York from North Carolina in
the early 1900s. He was a member of the
choir, an usher and a Sunday school teacher.
At age 12, André confessed Jesus as Lord,
was baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit. At
13, Pastor Belk recognized God’s call on
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André’s life and began training him for ministry
as an “acolyte”.

Mr. Soleil is a talented artist and his draw-
ings, paintings and craftworks have been dis-
played at cultural events and museums since
his pre-teens. Mayor Michael O’Laughlin hon-
ored the 15-year-old Soleil by appointing him
to the Niagara Falls Council of the Arts for his
role in many school and community produc-
tions in semi-professional and professional re-
gional productions of The Wiz, Pippin, and
Jesus Christ Superstar, to name a few.

In 1985, André Soleil came to New York at
17 and attended Parsons School of Design,
majoring in illustration and painting. In 1989,
André Soleil's son, Donauld, was born. While
looking for work after the closing of “Little
Wing”, Reverend Soleil took a part time job at
the New York Public Interest Group, Inc. Soon
after Reverend Soleil was promoted to Depart-
ment Director, he began his career in activism,
law and politics. Reverend Soleil was ap-
pointed by then Manhattan Borough President
Ruth Messinger to Manhattan’s Community
Board 12. Mayor Giuliani next appointed Mr.
Soleil to the position of Executive Liaison in
the Mayor's Office of Legislative Affairs to the
Public Health, Human Rights, General Welfare
and Cultural Affairs Committees of the New
York City Council. Subsequently, Governor
George Pataki appointed Mr. Soleil to the Ex-
ecutive Chamber staff as Assistant Secretary
for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs.
A year later, in 1996, Reverend Soleil com-
pleted his Bachelor of Science degree in Psy-
chology from LaSalle University, cum laude.

Mr. Soleil attended City University of New
York School of Law at Queens College from
1999 to 2002, where he then became Presi-
dent of the Class of 2002 and Editor-in-Chief
of the New York City Law Journal in 2000. In
2000, America’s Black Law Student Associa-
tion elected André National Executive Director
of the National Black Law Student’s Associa-
tion’s 73 Chapters and 8,000 members; and in
2001, these students elected him to the Board
of Governors of the National Bar Association.
In 2002, Reverend Soleil graduated, achieving
his Juris Doctorate and his Master of Arts de-
gree in Business Administration and Media
Management, with honors from Metropolitan
College of New York.

In 2003, Reverend Soleil returned to the
work of Jesus Christ and His church. In 2004,
Bishop Dr. Wesley J. Wiley and the Elders of
the Resurrection Temple of Our Lord ordained
Mr. Soleil as a Reverend. Rev. Soleil then en-
tered Columbia Evangelical Seminary to ob-
tain his Doctorate of Ministry. In 2003, Rev-
erend Soleil was admitted to the Bar of the
State of New York and founded his law firm,
Soleil & Company, P.C., which was opened
out of his apartment’s living room. In six years,
Soleil & Company, P.C. now employs four at-
torneys, six staff members, and is known for
innovative litigation, criminal defense and
mortgage/foreclosure defense work. Soleil &
Company, P.C. has taken Mayor Bloomberg to
task as lead counsel in the matter of Cohen v.
Bloomberg, a citizens’ lawsuit to block the
Mayor’s destruction of the term limits law, and
has developed a reputation for innovative legal
practice in criminal, real-estate, civil rights and
family law practice.

Rev. Soleil founded Christian Way, Ltd. in
2007, a non-profit advocacy and research
group dedicated to the development, protec-
tion and promotion of Christianity as a way of
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life. He also hosts a daily early-morning radio
bible study program, “Breakfast with the
Bible,” that is carried by Massachusetts and
Texas based radio and Internet broadcasts.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Reverend André
Ramoén Soleil.

A TRIBUTE TO LANCE GOODWIN
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Lance Goodwin, a devoted
community servant who has done so much for
our community by establishing Trucked Out,
Inc., a parent organization for a number of
clubs. Lance’s vision expanded to form
Trucked Out Divas SUV Club and Trucked
Out SUV Social Club. These clubs partner
with politicians, police precincts, churches, and
community organizations for the betterment of
their neighborhoods.

Mr. Goodwin attended New York City public
schools and graduated from George Westing-
house High School. Upon graduating, Mr.
Goodwin opted to work so that he could have
an income which would make him more inde-
pendent. After several jobs, he landed an ideal
job with the phone company Bell Atlantic, now
Verizon. It was during this time that he started
the Trucked Out SUV Club with the help of
friends. He envisioned him and his friends
making a difference in the lives of those they
encountered on a daily basis. The members of
Trucked Out SUV Club consider themselves to
be blessed to be able to afford their vehicles
in which they ride and established a model of
responsible living for their peers. Lance also
saw the need for strong male influences in the
lives of children at his son’s High School PTA
meetings.

Trucked Out’'s members are all firm believ-
ers in the saying “each one teach one”.
Trucked Out has sponsored a variety of com-
munity events over the years and will continue
to do so every year, most notably, their Back
to School Giveaway, a Halloween Party for the
women in need of shelter. Trucked Out gives
out over one thousand toys each holiday sea-
son and hosts several teen parties at its club-
house so our teens have a place to go and
enjoy themselves without fear of violence.
Trucked Out is also a sponsor of the New
York Warriors kid’s football team.

Whether it is to protest an act of violence,
a crime against a member of the community,
a vigil to remember the life of someone or to
go to a funeral to give support to a grieving
family, Trucked Out will continue to help out in
any way it can in our communities.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Lance Goodwin.

———

IRAN SANCTIONS ENABLING ACT
OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today as a proud cosponsor of H.R. 1327,
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the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act of 2009. Iran’s
ambition to become a nuclear power is un-
questionably clear, and now is the time for de-
bilitating sanctions that will curtail this dan-
gerous path.

Despite the assertions of Iranian leaders
that they seek to enrich uranium for peaceful
purposes alone, their actions and obfuscation
suggest  otherwise.  Further,  President
Ahmadinejad has continued to cause inter-
national frustration through comments he
made at the United Nations summit in Sep-
tember. His efforts also go far beyond words.
On numerous occasions, Ahmadinejad has
tested mid to long range missiles, and in Feb-
ruary 2009, Iran launched a low-orbit rocket
that is the necessary first step to firing an
intercontinental ballistic missile. Further, intel-
ligence sources point to Iran’s ready capability
of firing short, medium, and long range mis-
siles that endanger our brave men and women
deployed in Afghanistan and Iraqg.

| therefore do not support President
Obama’s cuts to missile defense in the FY10
National Defense Authorization Act. In fact, |
believe that we are putting our friends and al-
lies at risk, as well as the eastern shore of the
United States. However, if this chamber is
forced to rely so heavily on economic sanc-
tions, we must encourage and enable Amer-
ican divestment from Iran to squeeze their
economy to a point that will rein in their dan-
gerous ambitions.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this bill.

———

A TRIBUTE TO COUNCILMAN BILL
DE BLASIO

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Councilman Bill de Blasio, a
tenacious leader in the community and an in-
spiration to all of New York.

Bill de Blasio understands the importance of
education. He earned his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Urban Studies from New York Univer-
sity; he then attended Columbia University and
earned a Master of Arts degree in Inter-
national and Public Affairs.

Councilman de Blasio began his impressive
political career in New York City government
in the 1989 David Dinkins mayoral race. Fol-
lowing the campaign, Mr. de Blasio served as
an aide in Dinkins’ Administration, where he
worked on projects such as the Safe Streets,
Safe City initiative to reduce crime throughout
New York City. While working at City Hall
under Mayor Dinkins and later with the City
Council, he learned first hand how city govern-
ment works. He used this knowledge in the
passage of key legislation establishing New
York City’s domestic partnership program.
Later, Mr. de Blasio would eventually manage
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s successful run for
Senate.

From working for the parents of Community
School District 15, where he helped spear-
head some of the most comprehensive re-
forms in the city, such as capping first grade
class size at 20 students and establishing uni-
versal Pre-Kindergarten; to serving as the
highest-ranking official in the New York/New
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Jersey region for the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, Mr. de
Blasio fights the tough fights and wins. As a
member of the New York City Council, he con-
tinues to serve the people of New York, and
specifically the residents of Brooklyn’s 39th
Council District. Mr. de Blasio’'s most recent
accomplishment is becoming the New York
City Democratic Party’s Public Advocate-Elect.

Throughout Mr. de Blasio’s career, the com-
mon thread that runs through is his desire to
better the quality of life for all New Yorkers by
improving public education, creating affordable
housing and fighting discrimination based on
race, religion, physical disability or sexual ori-
entation. He has been instrumental in directing
increased federal funding for affordable hous-
ing, senior citizen housing and economic de-
velopment in the region.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing New York City Council-
man Bill de Blasio, who is expected to be our
City’s Public Advocate. He is a dynamic com-
munity leader and true public servant.

A TRIBUTE TO EDNA M. JOHNSON
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 16, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Edna M. Johnson, a model
citizen and extraordinary leader in the commu-
nity.

Edna Johnson was born and raised in a
small steel mill town in Clairton, Pennsylvania,
the youngest of nine children. Ms. Johnson
began singing at the age of seven and, be-
cause of her love of music, Ms. Johnson
began singing in several different locales, in-
cluding church and eventually as member of
the group “Naomi Shelton and the Gospel
Queens”.

After graduating from Clairton High School,
she relocated to New York City. She found
solace with her church family when she joined
Broadway United Church of Christ, where she
served as Deacon, Trustee and Steward.
Never forgetting the importance of education
that her parents instilled in her, Ms. Johnson’s
church family assisted her with attending Pace
University. She would later receive her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Science.
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Ms. Johnson has always understood the im-
portance of service, working as a parent orga-
nizer in the public schools and as a tenant or-
ganizer. She was the first to successfully im-
plement the Neighborhood Revitalization Pro-
gram with New York City Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Development. While liv-
ing in Manhattan, she became chairperson of
the Tenant Association in Clinton Towers for
five years. She also chaired the 79th Precinct
Community Council for six years, where she
helped facilitate a more cohesive relationship
between the people and the local police.

Always eager to serve, she is currently a
member of Community Board 3 and has re-
ceived several citations for perfect attendance.
In her first year on the Board, she was Chair-
person of the Police, Fire and Safety Com-
mittee. Ms. Johnson now serves on the Health
Hospital and Social Science Committee. She
also serves as first Vice President for North-
east Brooklyn Housing Company Inc. and
Second Vice President for the African Amer-
ican Planning Commission Inc.

Ms. Johnson currently serves as Special As-
sistant to the Honorable EDOLPHUS “ED”
TOWNS, navigating federal agencies on behalf
of hundreds of constituents and serving as a
liaison to the broader community.

In recognition of her services, she has re-
ceived citations from Congressman EDOLPHUS
Towns, City Councilmember Annette Robin-
son, The New York City Police Department,
The 79th Precinct Council, The Brooklyn Job
Corps, A.LD.P. at P.S.26, Hebron Baptist
Church, Greater Cross Road Baptist Church,
Bridge Street Development Corporation, The
Bedford Stuyvesant Community Block Asso-
ciation and The National Night Out Committee.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Ms. Edna M. Johnson,
a tireless community organizer, and dedicated
servant of the public.

————

EXTENDING AUTHORITY TO BUILD
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL
VISITOR CENTER

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my support for H.R.
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3689, a bill to provide for an extension of the
legislative authority of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund, Inc. to establish a Vietnam
Veterans Memorial visitor center.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial visitor cen-
ter will pay a further tribute to the men and
women who defended our nation’s freedom by
serving in the United States Armed Forces
during the Vietnam War. Currently, there are
three other monuments that mark the sacrifice
paid by these brave individuals on the Na-
tional Mall. They are the Three Soldiers stat-
ue, the Vietnam Women’s memorial, and the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. Just last
year, there were over 3.8 million visitors to
these memorials, and | believe that con-
structing a visitor center to facilitate their pas-
sion for our veterans is a noble cause.

The visitor center will become one of the
largest war memorials in Washington, DC at
25,000 square feet. It will be built underground
in front of the Lincoln Memorial and may in-
clude a movie theater, a three-dimensional
battle scene, mementos left at the memorial,
and a wall where pictures of slain soldiers will
be displayed on their birthdays. The center will
surely prove to be a fantastic tribute to the
service and sacrifices made by veterans of the
Vietnam War and their families.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that the brave men
and women who have sacrificed for our
present freedoms deserve our fullest support.
Our nation’s service men and women rep-
resent the best our country has to offer, and
they must be treated with the respect and
honor they deserve. As we ask these coura-
geous soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines—
and their families—to do more and more, it's
only right we continue doing all we can for
them. Creating the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial visitor center is another act of appreciation
for our veterans and a reminder of the supe-
rior job our troops perform for America at
home and abroad. It is my hope that we will
continue to do all we can and more for the
members of our Armed Forces.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this bill.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate was not in session today. It will next
meet at 2 p.m., on Monday, October 19, 2009.

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: There
were no public bills or resolutions introduced in to-
day’s Record.

Additional Cosponsors: Page H11462

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H.R. 3619, to authorize appropriations for the
Coast Guard for fiscal year 2010, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 111-303, Pt. 1). Page H11462

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Edwards (MD) to act as
Speaker Pro Tempore for today. Page H11461

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no yea-and-nay
votes, and there were no recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 11 a.m. and ad-
journed at 11:03 a.m.

Committee Meetings
RADIOACTIVE IMPORT DETERRENCE ACT

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on
Energy and Environment held a hearing on H.R.
515, Radioactive Import Deterrence Act. Testimony
was heard from Margaret M. Doane, Director, Office
of International Programs, NRC; and public wit-
nesses.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 p.m., Monday, October 19 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 20
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: After the transaction of any  Program for Tuesday: To be announced.
morning business (not to extend beyond 4:30 p.m.), Sen-

ate will resume consideration of the motion to proceed to

consideration of S. 1776, Medicare Physicians Fairness

Act, and after a period of debate, vote on the motion to

invoke cloture thereon at 5:30 p.m.
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