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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Guillermo Maldonado, King
Jesus International Ministry, Miami,
Florida, offered the following prayer:

Let’s bow our heads and pray.

Heavenly Father, thank You for this
opportunity for the religious freedom
that we enjoy in this country. We are
grateful to our Founding Fathers who
fought and died for us to have this free-
dom.

Today, I lift up a prayer for each
Member of Congress, and I ask You to
give them the wisdom they need to
govern and pass laws in favor of Your
people.

Lord, You are who places and re-
moves Kkings from their throne, and
You ask us to pray for all those in posi-
tions of authority so that we may live
peacefully in this Nation.

Lord, let Your will be done in this
House as it is in heaven, for it brings
peace and justice to this country. Let
Your Holy Spirit guide each one of
these men and women and rest upon
their hearts and mind.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. KIRK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR GUILLERMO
MALDONADO, KING JESUS
INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY,
MIAMI, FLORIDA

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida, Congress-
man MARIO DIAZ-BALART, is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, Pastor Guillermo
Maldonado is the founder of Rey Jesus
International Ministry in Miami, Flor-
ida. It is recognized as the largest His-
panic church in the entire country.

He, along with his wife, Ana
Maldonado, who is joining us today in
the gallery, are spiritual leaders for so
many in our community. His dedica-
tion and commitment to serving God
and to serving his fellow man is, frank-
ly, unparalleled.

It’s a great honor, a huge honor to
have Pastor Maldonado as our guest
chaplain in the House today, for he is
truly an inspiring figure. I am so glad
that this House is able to benefit from
the spiritual guidance that so many of
us in south Florida have been able to
do over the years.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

———
WHITTEMORE PETERSON INSTI-
TUTE SCIENTISTS DISCOVER
SIGNIFICANT LINK BETWEEN

XMRV AND ME/CFS

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, a
recently identified retrovirus called

XMRV has been linked to the debili-
tating neuroimmune disease that af-
fects more than 1 million people in the
United States. Scientists from the
Whittemore Peterson Institute, located
at the University of Nevada, Reno, and
their collaborators from the National
Cancer Institute and Cleveland Clinic
have discovered a retroviral link to
chronic fatigue syndrome. This is a
major breakthrough in understanding
the origins of this debilitating disease.

I rise in order to congratulate Harvey
and Annette Whittemore. Ms. Annette
and her husband, Harvey, have a
daughter that was diagnosed with
chronic disease syndrome. They have
worked tirelessly and relentlessly to
fund and ensure that they can find a
cure to this disease.

I rise also to tell people that the
money to purchase the equipment used
to discover this medical breakthrough
was funded by an earmark by the
United States Congress. This is a good
expenditure of taxpayers’ dollars and
will ultimately save millions of our fel-
low Americans’ lives.

I congratulate the Whittemores and
the institute. I look forward to work-
ing with them, not only to identify and
isolate this enzyme that causes this
disease, but to actually cure it.

———

YOU AMERICANS ARE RUNNING
OUT OF OTHER PEOPLE’S MONEY

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, in medicine,
the rule is do no harm. But look at
these Medicare cuts just approved by
Speaker PELOSI. The Congressional
Budget Office reports that the bill cuts
Medicare, nursing, wheelchairs, home
health, even hospice. Hospice? Yep.
Medicare hospice is cut.

Another principle is this: the right
hand of government should know what
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the left hand is doing. Just a few
months ago we enacted a stimulus bill
to put money in the economy, but the
bill we are going to consider has a $400
billion tax increase that takes money
out of the economy.

In the teeth of the great recession,
this is what we are going to do. But
you know what? That’s okay, because
we can still borrow billions from for-
eign lenders; right? Or, as one British
MP correctly said when he summed it
all up, you Americans are running out
of other people’s money.

————

HEALTH INSURANCE REFORM

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, do no harm. What we are real-
ly doing in health care reform is to en-
sure that we have an efficient, effec-
tive, and secure Medicare, not cuts.
But really what we want to talk about
is insuring all Americans.

Our job is not yet done. We thank the
Senate Finance Committee for moving
forward, but our job is not done. It’s
not done because a 17-pound, 4-month-
old baby that had the Rocky Mountain
Health Plan was denied insurance be-
cause of obesity. What more are Ameri-
cans going to face?

Listen to this debate. The legislation
that we have here in the House means
that health insurance reform will come
and an insurance company can no
longer decide to deny you coverage or
jack up your rate because of a pre-
existing condition. It means it will be
against the law for insurance compa-
nies to drop your coverage when you
get sick or water it down. It means in-
surance companies will no longer be
able to place some arbitrary cap on the
coverage. It means there will be a year-
ly limit on how much you can be
charged on out-of-pocket expenses. It
means relief. It means that your
bouncing baby boy will not be denied
insurance because he happens to be
chubby.

Let’s get the job done, access to
health insurance for all Americans.

———

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH/TEENS AGAINST DOMES-
TIC ABUSE

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize October as Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month.

Domestic violence is one of the most
chronically underreported crimes in
America, with 85 percent of the victims
being women. In an effort to raise
awareness about this often-concealed
problem, Teens Against Domestic
Abuse, TADA, will be joining with the
Women’s Fund of Miami-Dade County
to host an event, “Women Ending Do-
mestic Violence.”
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TADA is a local student activist
group run by a caring and passionate
young woman, Emily Martinez-Lanza,
and her event will be next week, Octo-
ber 22, in Miami. Through education,
awareness, and prevention, students
are working to help break the cycle of
domestic abuse.

I commend TADA for its efforts in
promoting domestic violence education
in our schools. I also commend the
Women’s Fund of Miami-Dade County
for its outstanding contributions to
ending domestic violence in our south
Florida community.

As Domestic Violence Awareness
Month reminds us, everyone deserves a
safe home, one free from violence and
free from abuse.

———————

SUPPORT IRAN SANCTIONS
ENABLING ACT

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of House Res-
olution 1327, the Iran Sanctions Ena-
bling Act of 2009.

This commonsense bill would em-
power State and local governments and
educational institutions to divest from
those foreign companies supporting
Iran’s energy sector if they so choose.
I support the efforts of our diplomats
both to engage Iran and to work with
Iran’s key trading partners to impose
meaningful, multilateral sanctions.

However, if Iran still refuses to take
meaningful steps towards transparency
in halting its nuclear ambitions and if
China and Russia refuse to go along
with multilateral sanctions, then I be-
lieve it is critical that the President be
prepared to act, including imposing
crippling sanctions.

This bill will provide the President
with the authority he needs.

————

PREMIUMS WILL RISE UNDER
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, in the next few weeks, the House of

Representatives will be taking up
health care reform legislation.
A report released Monday by

PricewaterhouseCoopers showed the
Senate Finance Committee’s version of
the health care bill will impose stiff
costs to the American people. Accord-
ing to the report, a family paying
$12,300 currently for their health insur-
ance policy would find themselves pay-
ing nearly $26,000, on average, by 2019
under this bill. Premiums for a single
person would go up by $600 a year.

Mr. Speaker, Americans want reform
which expands access to affordable
health care and gives families the free-
dom to choose the policy which fits
their needs. Americans want meaning-
ful medical liability reform to help
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deter frivolous lawsuits, and they also
want to be able to buy health insur-
ance across State lines.

Republicans are willing to work with
our colleagues to find bipartisan solu-
tions to the hurdles standing in the
way of health care reform.

————
0 1015
HEALTH CARE REFORMS CLOSER

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, with
each House of Congress finally pre-
paring to bring a health care bill to the
floor, we are now closer to reform than
we have been in decades. And while we
still have a few hurdles to jump before
the finish line, there are major issues
on which there is widespread agree-
ment. So what can the American peo-
ple be sure will be in any health care
reform bill that is passed?

That it will be against the law for in-
surance companies to drop your cov-
erage once you get sick and that they
will no longer be able to exclude you
based on a preexisting condition; rou-
tine checkups and preventive care will
be covered without copayment; and
your insurance plan will be portable,
even when you change jobs.

In short, Americans will be able to
keep the coverage they have and be
safeguarded against losing it when
they change jobs or get sick. These re-
forms are long overdue, but they are
now one step closer to reality.

———
RESOLVE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Nation is at war in Afghanistan. The
commander of the multinational forces
says he needs several thousand more
U.S. troops. But the United States has
not sent him more troops. Our country
is indecisive. Why do we delay?

Our enemy is not hesitant about
their determination to continue to
murder in the name of religion. Our in-
action causes our national credibility
and resolve to be in doubt. It encour-
ages our foes and puzzles our allies.

If our troops needed more food, we
would immediately send food. If our
troops wanted more equipment, arms
and vehicles, we would immediately
send munitions. But if our troops want
more troops, we stall, delay and pon-
der. Why?

It is said we need time to reevaluate
the situation. Well, after years of fight-
ing, are we not sure about our mission,
our goal, our strategy? We are giving
the impression to the world and to our
military that we don’t have the moral
will to finish this war.

We can delay no longer. Our troops
are already in the field. Their safety
and success is of paramount impor-
tance. Let there be no question of our
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resolve to eliminate the terrorists who
threaten the innocents of the world.
And that’s just the way it is.

———

RECOGNIZING EISENHOWER HIGH
SCHOOL’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today to
recognize Eisenhower High School in
my hometown of Rialto on the occa-
sion of its 50th anniversary. This Sat-
urday, October the 17th, the Rialto
community will celebrate this impor-
tant milestone.

Eisenhower first opened its doors in
the fall of 1959, and since then has
achieved great success in academics,
athletics and community involvement.
Eisenhower athletic teams have con-
sistently won titles in a wide range of
sports, including football, basketball,
wrestling and swimming. In fact, this
past winter the Eisenhower boys’ bas-
ketball team won the California Inter-
scholastic Federation’s State title,
marking the first time ever a school
from San Bernardino County held the
State title.

Eisenhower’s impressive list of alum-
ni include NFL Hall of Famer Ronnie
Lott, baseball star Jeff Conine, golfer
Brandi Burton, and Olympic speed
skating gold medalist Derek Parra. In
addition, my two sons, Joe Baca, Jr.,
former State Assemblyman and now
Mayor Pro-Tem for the City of Rialto,
and Jeremy Baca, who has done an out-
standing job in work in the Inland Em-
pire area, have also graduated from Ei-
senhower High School.

For their outstanding academics, Ei-
senhower High has been recognized
both as a National Blue Ribbon School
and a California Distinguished School.

I thank all the students, teachers and
parents who have contributed so much
to Eisenhower High and the Inland Em-
pire community these past 50 years.

——
SCRAP H.R. 3200

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, as a
physician and a father and a Member of
Congress, I join the majority of Ameri-
cans that do not want the government
takeover of our health care system.
They are demanding Congress scrap
H.R. 3200 and come together in a bipar-
tisan fashion to craft a commonsense
plan to reduce costs, expand access and
increase the quality of care in a way
that America can afford.

We need to create a health care plan
that will ensure that the government
does not interfere with the doctor-pa-
tient relationship, ensure that the gov-
ernment does not deny care on the
basis of disease or years of life left, en-
sure that government does not break
the bank at a time when America sim-
ply cannot afford it, ensure that if you
lose or change your job, you and your
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family would continue have to access
to affordable health care coverage, en-
sure that if you have a preexisting con-
dition you will not be denied access to
coverage, and, finally, ensure that any
medical liability reform will be real
and meaningful.

I challenge my colleagues to put
principle above politics and represent
the will of the American people when it
comes to health care reform.

——————

GIVING PEACE OF MIND AND
HEALTH SECURITY

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
want to share with my colleagues a let-
ter I recently received from a con-
stituent in Niles, Illinois. He writes:

‘“As one of your constituents, I urge
you to move forward and pass com-
prehensive health reform, including a
public option. I have been self-em-
ployed for 18 years. My continued abil-
ity to afford medical insurance and
health care has been my biggest con-
cern. Without a public option, those of
us who do not have an employer-pro-
vided medical insurance are at the
mercy the insurance industry. As an
example, six years ago when I turned
55, my medical insurance premium in-
creased 33 percent in 7 months. Each
year I wonder if I will have to give up
my business, because I will no longer
be able to afford medical insurance on
my own.”’

We need to pass comprehensive re-
form this year to give my constituent
and other self-employed individuals
peace of mind and health security.

———————

TESTIMONIAL ON SUSAN G.
KOMEN RACE FOUNDATION AND
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. BROWN of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today I stand as a proud co-
sponsor of a resolution honoring Nancy
Goodman Brinker, founder of the
Susan G. Komen for the Cure Founda-
tion. This October marks the 25th anni-
versary of National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and the 27th anniver-
sary of Komen for the Cure.

In the Palmetto State, breast cancer
occurs in over 5,000 women a year and
kills over 1,000, but according to the
American Cancer Society, these num-
bers have been falling since the 1990s.
However, there is always more to be
done, and we can all get involved in
promoting breast cancer awareness.

This Sunday is the 16th Annual
Komen Lowcountry Race for the Cure
in Charleston and I congratulate our
local affiliate staff, Lindsay Wiltshire,
Michelle Temple, Lucy Spears, Taffy
Tamblyn and Patricia Simon for their
hard work organizing this event. Their
efforts bring us all closer to the ulti-
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mate goal of a world without breast
cancer. We are very proud of them and
all of their efforts in the First Congres-
sional District.

———————

EDUCATION KEY TO REBUILDING
ECONOMY

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, as we
continue working to strengthen our
economy and put Americans back to
work, it is important to note that our
economy has stabilized a great deal
since the economic collapse a year ago.
But there is still much more work to
be done.

Because of the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act, an estimated
8,500 teaching jobs have been saved in
my home State of Missouri alone.
Without the Recovery Act, thousands
of teachers would have lost their jobs.
Hundreds of thousands of students
would be losing out on individual at-
tention vital to their education. It was
the right thing to do to provide States
with the resources to keep America’s
teachers teaching and continue invest-
ing in our children’s education.

This stimulus is putting us on the
road to recovery by putting money
back in the pockets of middle-class
Americans and making critical invest-
ments in our future, like education and
preparing for today’s clean energy jobs.

We must continue our aggressive
push to put Americans back to work
and make investments in ourselves for
this new era of global competition. Re-
building our economy must continue to
be our top priority.

———

WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I come to the floor today to ask a
simple question: Where are the jobs?

When Congress was asked to rubber
stamp the President’s trillion dollar
stimulus proposal last February, we
were told that legislation was the only
way to keep the national unemploy-
ment rate from rising above 8 percent
and that it would create jobs. Unfortu-
nately, as we all know, this so-called
stimulus bill has failed to do either of
these things.

Nearly 3 million people in the private
sector have lost jobs in America since
the stimulus bill was signed into law.
And the national unemployment rate?
9.8 percent and climbing, the highest
level in 26 years. Moreover, 15.1 million
people who are unemployed are looking
for work, again the largest number in
history, and it includes my son, who is
celebrating his 38th birthday today
standing in the unemployment line.

Happy birthday, Billy.

In my home State of Georgia, my
State has lost 116,000 jobs since the
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stimulus was signed. I ask again, Mr.
Speaker, where are the jobs?

———

BRINGING DOWN HEALTH
INSURANCE COSTS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, a lot of
us have gotten a good chuckle over the
last few days over the Pricewater-
houseCoopers study of the impact of
the Senate Finance Committee health
reform bill on health insurance pre-
miums. I mean, after all, after only a
few days, they had to come out and
say, well, we really didn’t analyze the
whole bill, and in fact if some of the
cost reform measures were put into
place, we would save money.

But they missed the important point.
The most important point is that the
Senate Finance Committee bill doesn’t
include the public option that provides
real competition for America’s health
insurance companies. The House bill,
H.R. 3200, does include that public op-
tion competitive force.

As I was home over the weekend, I
talked to many people who just opened
their renewal forms from their insur-
ance companies and saw increases pro-
jected of 20, 25 and 30 percent. That is
why the public option is so important.

We can bring down health insurance
costs and we can provide competitive
pressure on the health insurance com-
panies if we adopt the public option in
the House bill.

——————

MEDIA GIVING PRESIDENT A FREE
PASS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
unemployment under President Obama
is at a 26 year high. The last time un-
employment was this high was when
President Reagan took office.

Despite the similar unemployment
figures during the Obama and Reagan
Administrations, the media have treat-
ed President Obama far more favorably
than they treated President Reagan,
according to an analysis by the Busi-
ness and Media Institute. BMI found
that 91 percent of the stories men-
tioning the Reagan Administration and
unemployment were negative, while
only 7 percent of the Obama adminis-
tration stories were negative. That is
absolutely astounding. Furthermore,
the networks connected the Reagan
White House to negative job numbers
almost twice as often as they have the
Obama administration.

Why is the media giving President
Obama a free pass? The media should
report the facts, not play favorites.

———
PASS COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH
INSURANCE REFORM

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, this past
Sunday, America’s Health Insurance
Plans, the trade group representing the
largest health insurance companies in
this country, released a report. The in-
surance companies contend that health
insurance reform will raise premiums
on families by as much as $4,000 in the
next 10 years.

I am here to tell you this morning,
Mr. Speaker, that this is simply not
true. Just last week, the Tax Founda-
tion, a nonpartisan tax research group,
released a report that said middle-class
American families will see a savings of
about $1,900 from the House’s health re-
form bill.

Insurance companies are worried
that health insurance reform is going
to cut into their profits. This report is
a last-ditch effort to stop this Congress
from providing real relief to the mil-
lions of Americans who already are
struggling with the high cost of health
insurance.

Even the company hired to produce
the report has issued a statement say-
ing that they produced a skewed report
that analyzes only part of the bill be-
cause that is what the insurance indus-
try paid them to do. That company has
since distanced itself from this report.

This report completely ignores crit-
ical policies that hold down the cost of
health insurance, such as the grand-
father policy that allows you to Kkeep
the plan you have, affordability cred-
its, and the health insurance exchange.

———————

PROVIDING MORE FREEDOM AND
BETTER HEALTH CARE FOR
AMERICANS

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I respect
the President of the United States of
America. I pray for this President
often in my private devotions. But
after months of extraordinary public
opposition to a government takeover of
health care, opposition that spontane-
ously drew more than 1 million people
to the West Front of this Capitol just
one month ago, President Obama spoke
words this weekend that were, frankly,
hard to take.

He said in his radio address, ‘“What is
remarkable is not that we have had a
spirited debate about health insurance
reform, but the unprecedented con-
sensus that has come together behind
it.”

Unprecedented consensus that has
come together behind a government
takeover of health care? Well, maybe
here in Washington, D.C., but not
across America.

There is an unprecedented consensus.
The American people are fed up with
runaway Federal spending and govern-
ment takeovers. And now that the
committee work is done and both
chambers of the House and Senate are
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headed to the back rooms to write up
health care reform, let’s home and let’s
pray that the unprecedented consensus
that will shape this bill will be based
upon the consensus of the American
people for more freedom and lower
health care costs, and not the con-
sensus in Washington for more govern-
ment and higher taxes.

————
O 1030

HAPPY HALLOWEEN TO THE
INSURANCE INDUSTRY

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today just weeks before
Halloween to unmask the health insur-
ance industry. At long last they’ve re-
vealed themselves to the American
people as profit-mongers and protec-
tors of CEO salaries.

For months, the industry engaged in
a game of pretense. They danced with
the President, the Congress and the
American people, pretending that they
care about reform. Now we see the in-
dustry and their lobbyists for what
they are: a little shop of horrors.
They’re so opposed to reform that
they’re making up their own data, ma-
nipulating the results, and writing a
so-called independent report to threat-
en the American people with increased
premiums.

Mr. Speaker, this industry is not in-
terested in health care or reform. For
them it’s profits, profits, and more
profits at the expense of millions of
Americans. Enough.

We have one message for the insur-
ance industry, its lobbyists and mil-
lionaire CEOs: with or without you, we
will achieve quality, affordable, and ac-
cessible health care for all Americans,
with choice. What they’ve done is
proved the need for a robust public
health insurance option for real com-
petition, affordability and account-
ability for the industry.

Let me close by thanking the health
insurance industry for delivering this
gift that proves that they can’t be
trusted. It’s time for the industry to
turn in their costumes. Happy Hal-
loween. We’re on to you.

———

HONORING THE ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD 818ST BRIGADE COMBAT
TEAM AND AIR NATIONAL
GUARD OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to join my colleagues this morn-
ing in honoring the members of the
Army National Guard 8lst Brigade
Combat Team and Air National Guard
of the State of Washington on the com-
pletion of their recent deployment to
Iraq.
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These soldiers and their families
have shown us the sense of duty, the
sense of honor, and the sacrifice that
we all aspire to and admire. Many of
them know the pain of losing someone,
a soldier, a fellow warrior, giving ev-
erything to defend the freedoms that
we cherish in this country each and
every day. And all of them know the
perils of deployment, time away from
their families, their children, their
community, and possibly the ultimate
sacrifice, their life.

This government comes here and per-
forms its work each and every day. We
can debate the issues each day because
of the dedication of these soldiers and
their families. And today, though it’s
not enough, we say thank you.

CONGRATULATING ST. JOHN THE
BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH ON ITS 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate St. John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church as they cele-
brate their 50th anniversary as a con-
gregation during the month of October.

As the first Greek Orthodox Church
in southern Nevada, St. John has wel-
comed new Americans of Greek descent
to Las Vegas and helped them feel at
home in the community. St. John has
educated thousands of children in the
rituals and faith of the Greek Orthodox
Church, ensuring the strength and vi-
tality of the doctrine. Over the past 50
years, the church has expanded from a
small group of patrons to a large com-
munity meeting in a beautiful church
in the Third District.

Today, the church has a vibrant
membership and is host to a commu-
nity center and educational facility.
The church is active in social justice
projects that benefit children, seniors,
the sick, and the poor. The church
hosts regular events celebrating Greek
heritage such as folk dancing and
Easter egg hunts. And there’s an an-
nual Greek food festival in Las Vegas
which is famous throughout the valley
for its wonderful music, camaraderie,
and the best food outside of Athens.

I again congratulate St. John the
Baptist Church and the Greek Ortho-
dox community for their 50 years of
success, and I wish them 50 more.

NET NEUTRALITY

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to point out a timely
editorial on net neutrality that ran re-
cently in The Washington Post, and I'll
submit it for the RECORD, ‘“‘The FCC’s
Heavy Hand,” that ran on Monday,
September 28, 2009. This editorial
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makes good points, but the bottom line
is one I have been making since this
issue came up so many years ago. The
broadband marketplace has been, is,
and will remain one of the most com-
petitive areas in our economy.

Today, if you don’t like your cable
Internet, you switch to your phone
company service. If you need mobility
you can’t get from your wire-line
phone company, you purchase a wire-
less broadband plan. If you don’t like
one wireless provider’s broadband plan,
you ask the guy sitting next to you
surfing the Web in the park who he
uses for their wireless broadband, and
you switch to that company.

Why do we have options? Because
broadband companies have invested
billions of dollars to build the best net-
works they can to attract as many cus-
tomers as they can. Why would they
block applications or content when
they know the customer they’re inter-
fering with could just switch to an-
other provider? They won’t, as long as
that customer isn’t harming the net-
work.

Mr. Speaker, the contrast is here. We
should look at why the government
needs to do such as addressing health
care, and prices are spiraling out of
control. Tens of millions of Americans
have no choice on health care and hav-
ing insurance, whereas, in the
broadband market, there is plenty of
competition and companies are com-
peting. There could not be a more
stark contrast for where government
must act, and where competition in the
marketplace is benefiting consumers,
driving investment, and creating jobs.
Further regulation is not the answer to
keeping the Internet open; fostering
competition and investment in
broadband infrastructure is.

———

PRESIDENTS REAGAN AND OBAMA

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I've lis-
tened to 1 minutes here, and some of
my Republican colleagues have made
comments I listened to. And one who I
respect tremendously talked about
President Reagan and President
Obama, and certainly they have a lot
in common. They’'re both dynamic
speakers and great communicators.
Both of them have had high unemploy-
ment rates during their first year in of-
fice.

But the commonality is that those
high unemployment rates were caused
by their predecessors. And the press
properly pointed out that Jimmy
Carter’s failed policies in the late 1970s
and George Bush’s failed policy at the
beginning of this century were the
cause of the economic malaise that
each of these great communicators,
Presidents Reagan and Obama, found
themselves with.

Each will find that the economies
will improve. Reagan did, and Obama
will, and this Congress is helping to
improve this economy.
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Another gentleman talked about
health care and said we should pray.
I'm Jewish, and at our Yom Kippur
holiday it’s said that we should pray
for national leaders that have a gov-
ernment that is compassionate and
just. I believe that compassion and jus-
tice dictates that we have a health care
plan and take care of everybody. I
think it’s the basis of the Judeo-Chris-
tian philosophy.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 846. An act to award a congressional
gold medal to Dr. Muhammad Yunus, in rec-
ognition of his contributions to the fight
against global poverty.

S. 1510. An act to transfer statutory enti-
tlements to pay and hours of work author-
ized by the District of Columbia Code for
current members of the United States Secret
Service Uniformed Division from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Code to the United States
Code.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the amendment of the
House to the amendment of the Senate
to the text of the bill (H.R. 1016) ‘““‘An
Act to amend title 38, United States
Code, to provide advance appropria-
tions authority for certain accounts of
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.’.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 276n of title 22,
United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, appoints the following Sen-
ator as Chairman of the United States-
China Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the One hundred Elev-
enth Congress:

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY).

The message also announced that
pursuant to Executive Order 12131, re-
newed by Executive Order 13446, the
Chair reappoints and appoints the fol-
lowing Members to the President’s Ex-
port Council:

Reappointment:

The Senator
CORNYN).

Appointment:

The Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO)
vice the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
ENZD).

from Texas (Mr.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.
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RECOGNIZING THE VITAL ROLE
FAMILY READINESS VOLUN-
TEERS PLAY IN SUPPORTING
SERVICE MEMBERS AND THEIR
FAMILIES

Mrs. DAvis of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 408)
recognizing the vital role family readi-
ness volunteers play in supporting
servicemembers and their families.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 408

Whereas since 2001, nearly 2,000,000 active
duty and reserve sailors, soldiers, airmen,
Marines, and Coast Guard personnel have de-
ployed in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom;

Whereas the more than 1,800,000 family
members of regular component members of
the Armed Forces and an additional 1,100,000
family members of reserve component mem-
bers make significant sacrifices on behalf of
the United States in support of their loved
ones deployed overseas;

Whereas the readiness of the United States
Armed Forces is predicated on the ability of
each member of the Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, and Coast Guard to focus on their
mission during deployments;

Whereas the military necessity of long and
often unpredictable deployments, frequent
relocations, and infrequent family contact
for members of the Armed Forces can be ex-
tremely challenging for members and their
families;

Whereas, in response to these sacrifices
and challenges, family readiness volunteers
from each branch of the Armed Forces have
stepped forward to provide critical support
during deployments to service members and
their families;

Whereas the family readiness volunteer
programs in each service help commanding
officers have a better understanding of the
welfare of the families within his or her com-
mand during a deployment and allow fami-
lies to be informed about the status of their
loved ones’ unit overseas;

Whereas family readiness volunteers con-
sist of Army Family Readiness Volunteers,
Navy Ombudsmen, Coast Guard Ombudsmen,
Air Force Key Spouse Volunteers, and Ma-
rine Corps Key Volunteers;

Whereas the thousands of family readiness
volunteers are generally spouses of members
of the Armed Forces who provide assistance
to military families while also enduring the
challenges of military life;

Whereas these volunteers are motivated by
the desire to improve the lives of other mili-
tary families and to assist future genera-
tions;

Whereas family readiness volunteers also
connect the community with military fami-
lies and local military installations, often
leveraging donations and resources for mili-
tary families;

Whereas family readiness volunteers pro-
vide their services on a voluntary basis, with
little public recognition and financial assist-
ance, and often contribute their own re-
sources to help other military families; and

Whereas the outstanding performance of
our service members is a testament to the
great success of family readiness volunteers:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and honors the family readi-
ness volunteers of each branch of the Armed
Forces who selflessly devote their time, tal-
ent, energy, and resources in service to the
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United States and commends family readi-
ness volunteers for their dedicated contribu-
tions to the quality of life of members of the
Armed Forces and their families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I might
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Res. 408. I introduced this resolution to
honor the work of the Army’s Family
Readiness Volunteers, Air Force Key
Spouse Volunteers, Navy Ombudsmen,
Marine Corps Key Volunteers and
Coast Guard Ombudsmen. Each day,
thousands of these men and women vol-
unteer their time to help improve the
quality of life for military families by
serving as a channel between deployed
units and their loved ones at h