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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. HIRONO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 18, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAZIE K.
HIRONO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

PROTECTION OF INNOCENT LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) for
5 minutes.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
make a comment on the appearance
yesterday at my alma mater, the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, by President
Barack Obama. As I said, I am a grad-
uate of the university. My dad is a
graduate of the university. My two
brothers are graduates of the univer-
sity. My son is a graduate of the uni-
versity. I have three nieces who have
graduated from the university. It is al-

ways an honor when the President of
the United States addresses your uni-
versity, particularly when he gives its
commencement address.

I have known the former president of
the University of Notre Dame, Father
Hesburgh, for almost my entire life,
having met him when I was about 6
years old, and consider him a friend to
this day. His record on civil rights is
unparalleled in this country, and he is
one of the great leaders of the civil
rights movement. Now in his nineties,
I am sure it was with genuine joy that
we saw tears in his eyes as the Presi-
dent of the United States addressed the
University of Notre Dame yesterday.

However, Madam Speaker, I must
register my concern about the Presi-
dent’s address yesterday, and it is be-
cause the President has, through his
actions and his statements, made very
clear his position on a fundamental
issue to this Nation, to the question of
ethics and morality and public policy.
And it is an issue that has generated
much controversy, but goes to the es-
sence of the Catholic Church’s teaching
on the value of life.

The church teaches that there are a
number of moral principles upon which
there can be serious discussion and dis-
agreement: areas such as a just war;
areas about social welfare policy; areas
in which the Commandments of our
Lord must guide us, but the manner in
which those are applied can differ.
Those moral judgments are called pru-
dential judgments where we are called
upon to use our prudence to come to
the conclusions as to our proper ac-
tions, both individually and as a soci-
ety.

But there are a few, and very few,
principles upon which there is not pru-
dential judgment but upon which there
is specific moral guidance, and protec-
tion of innocent life is among them.
The question of whether one is ever
able to take the innocent life of an-
other intentionally lies at the root of

not only Catholic doctrine, but lies at
the root of the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion which has given voice to the Con-
stitution where it says we have the
right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness, with life being the first of
those three.

So the question was when the Presi-
dent appeared at the University of
Notre Dame, was he engaging in a dia-
logue in which there was an exchange
of ideas of substance, or was it an epi-
sode in which there would be moral
confusion afterwards in which the
question of the taking of innocent life
was just a prudential judgment type of
issue which was the same as many
other issues that we can debate and
disagree on about whether we should
go to war, how we should conduct war,
how much money we should pay for
welfare programs, what the level of
education is, and so forth.

And that’s the question that bothers
me. I guess the question I could ask
would be whether this administration
at the University of Notre Dame would
have asked Stephen Douglas or Abra-
ham Lincoln to deliver the commence-
ment address following the great de-
bate that took place between those two
some 150 years ago. Because one was
successful, that is Stephen Douglas, he
was elected, he was considered a great
man in many different ways, a great
statesman; and the other was Abraham
Lincoln who had failed in several at-
tempts at election. And the one said
that slavery was one of those things
upon which you could not essentially
disagree when you really looked at the
question of whether one man could own
another man.

And while he was unsuccessful in
that, he carried the moral argument of
the day, and the suggestion here is:
Was there any dialogue and would the
suggestion be that all we have to do is
reason together and use better words
rather than essentially go to the sub-
stance of the issue.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 2 p.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of the ages, ever-present to
Your people today, You befriend hu-
manity by revealing Yourself to all and
inserting Your acts in our history
through strong manifestations of Your
Power and the inner strength of Your
Word.

Your grace flows in relationships
once personal attitudes change and a
fresh openness occurs toward another.
Such is the subtle way Your love works
in us and through us.

Be with the Members of Congress and
all Americans this week. May they imi-
tate Your initiative to befriend others
and give You the glory.

Lord, bring forth honest words from
us, even when born out of hesitancy
and anguish. May affirmative actions
follow which will reach across the gap
of difference and indifference, so You
will lead us to new understandings,
healing and transformation of the
world. This will inspire new hope in
Your people and give glory to Your
Holy Name, both now and forever.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TONKO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TONKO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ADMINISTRATION CLOSES
PRIVATE CHRYSLER DEALERSHIPS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the administration closed 900 Chrysler
dealerships overnight last week and
put an estimated 100,000, mostly non-
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union workers, on the street and out of
work. Even though many of these deal-
erships were profitable, it didn’t make
any difference to the Auto Task Force,
since these unelected and unaccount-
able bureaucrats have absolute power
ever since the government nationalized
Chrysler.

And I thought the administration
promised more jobs, not fewer ones.

In Chicago-business style, the admin-
istration is strong-arming these busi-
nesses and workers with a process that
leaves them without legal recourse and
sticks the business owner with millions
of dollars of unsold vehicles by forcing
them to close.

It should hardly escape anyone’s no-
tice that this is just what Dictator
Hugo Chavez did earlier this month
when he nationalized two U.S. oil com-
pany production facilities in Ven-
ezuela. Echoing a scheme that handed
a U.S. company’s assets over to
Chavez’s cronies, the administration
nationalized these auto businesses and
rewarded their own special interest
groups, and once again, is picking the
winners and losers in Chicago-style
politics.

And that’s just the way it is.

CONGRATULATING THE ARKANSAS
ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION
AND REHABILITATION OF BLIND
AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED FOR 25
YEARS OF SERVICE

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to congratulate the Arkan-
sas Association For Education and Re-
habilitation of the Blind and Visually
Impaired for 25 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the people of Arkansas.

This important organization provides
support to the professionals who work
with the visually impaired. I have seen
the results of the work this organiza-
tion does through my involvement
with the AER, working with the Ar-
kansas School for the Blind in Little
Rock and also as an optometrist prac-
ticing in Rogers, Arkansas.

This important resource for Arkan-
sans has been recognized recently as
the AER chapter showing the greatest
increase in membership over the past
year. This national recognition is one
reason why Arkansas was selected to
host the 2010 AER International Con-
ference.

With the help of organizations like
this, Arkansas is building a brighter
future for the visually impaired com-
munity. I commend the service pro-
viders for their good work and wish
them continued success for another 25
years.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPPS) laid before the House the fol-
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lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:
WASHINGTON, DC,
May 15, 2009.

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
Friday, May 15, 2009 at 11:50 a.m., and said to
contain a message from the President where-
by he notifies the Congress he has extended
the national emergency with respect to
Burma.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
BURMA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111-39)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publi-
cation, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue for 1 year beyond
May 20, 2009.

The crisis between the United States
and Burma arising from the actions
and policies of the Government of
Burma, including its engaging in large-
scale repression of the democratic op-
position in Burma that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency in Ex-
ecutive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, as
modified in scope and relied upon for
additional steps taken in Executive
Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Executive
Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, and Ex-
ecutive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, has
not been resolved. These actions and
policies are hostile to U.S. interests
and pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to
Burma and maintain in force the sanc-
tions against Burma to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 14, 2009.
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COMMUNICATION FROM COUNSEL,
THE HONORABLE BOBBY RUSH,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Angelle Kwemo, Counsel,
the Honorable BOoBBY RUSH, Member of
Congress:

BOBBY L. RUSH,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena, issued in
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, for testimony in a criminal
case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
ANGELLE KWEMO,
Counsel.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——————

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA AT DAVIS

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 448) congratulating
the University of California, Davis, for
a century as a premier public research
university and one of our Nation’s fin-
est institutions of higher education.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 448

Whereas the University of California,
Davis (UC Davis), was authorized by Gov-
ernor George Pardee in 1905 as an agricul-
tural research campus and opened its doors
to students in 1908;

Whereas UC Davis became a full University
of California campus in 1959;

Whereas UC Davis has since expanded its
student body to more than 30,000 students,
and its academic offerings to more than 100
undergraduate majors, 87 graduate programs,
and 6 professional schools including edu-
cation, law, management, medicine, nursing,
and veterinary medicine;

Whereas UC Davis—true to its land-grant
mission—has in a century touched every-
thing that matters to us as human beings,
from our health to the economy, to what we
eat and drink, to how we experience and in-
terpret life;

Whereas UC Davis scientists and alumni
have transformed agriculture to the benefit
of California and the world;
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Whereas the UC Davis art program has in-
fluenced the course of art history and
brought critical attention to artists in Cali-
fornia;

Whereas UC Davis scientists have helped to
protect Lake Tahoe, Mono Lake, and other
environmental treasures;

Whereas the UC Davis Medical Center is a
top research hospital that also serves as the
primary acute-care and trauma center for
6,000,000 people in the region;

Whereas UC Davis research and instruction
has fueled the growth of the $45,000,000,000-a-
year California wine industry and provided
worldwide leadership and innovation in
enology and viticulture;

Whereas from its earliest days UC Davis
has hosted international scholars, and cur-
rently ranks in the top 5 of all American uni-
versities for number of international schol-
ars;

Whereas the often-overlapping and collabo-
rating communities of UC Davis and the City
of Davis have forged innovations in environ-
mental housing and bicycle transportation;

Whereas the UC Davis athletics program is
as notable for its athletic accomplish-
ments—including a national record for foot-
ball league championships and a Division II
national championship in basketball—as
well as for the academic accomplishments of
its athletes, which include 3 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Woman of the
Year award winners;

Whereas UC Davis has 186,000 alumni who
make an impact in communities worldwide—
and in space—and include UNICEF Director,
Ann Veneman, former Treasurer of the
United States, Anna Escobedo Cabral, former
California State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Delaine Eastin, renowned celeb-
rity chef, Martin Yan, and NASA astronauts,
Steve Robinson and Tracy Caldwell;

Whereas UC Davis professors and research-
ers have achieved accomplishments from de-
termining the age of the solar system to
identifying and neutralizing numerous dis-
eases;

Whereas UC Davis professors, graduate stu-
dents and researchers annually generate
more than $500,000,000 in research funding,
which is translated into scientific break-
throughs, medical cures, industrial innova-
tions and other benefits to civilization;

Whereas UC Davis undergraduates—who
hail from across the State and represent
every race and economic class—are Califor-
nia’s top young students and future leaders;
and

Whereas UC Davis continues to serve Cali-
fornia in new and vital ways, through such
new facilities as the Betty Irene Moore
School of Nursing, the Robert Mondavi Insti-
tute for Wine and Food Science, the Tahoe
Environmental Research Center, and the ex-
pansion of its emergency medical facilities
and its schools of law and management: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, for 100 successful years of pro-
viding superb educational opportunities for
California;

(2) recognizes the incredible range of ac-
complishments by the faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni of the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, across the whole range of
human endeavor; and

(3) thanks the University of California,
Dayvis, for its contribution to the betterment
of our communities, our State, and our Na-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO) and the gen-
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tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest b legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 448.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself, Madam
Speaker, as much time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today to commemorate the
University of California at Davis for
completing more than 100 years as a
public university. First opening its
doors to students in 1908 and being for-
mally established as a University of
California campus in 1959, UC Davis has
grown into one of the Nation’s finest
research universities.

With over 30,000 students rep-
resenting all racial and economic class-
es, over 100 undergraduate majors, 87
graduate programs, six professional
schools and world renowned faculty,
UC Davis generates more than $500 mil-
lion in research funding and consist-
ently contributes meaningful research
to academia while also impacting its
local community and the world.

UC Davis’ medical center serves more
than 6 million people in the region. Its
research has helped fuel the $45-billion-
a-year California wine industry, helped
to preserve local environmental treas-
ures and assisted the city of Davis with
innovations in environmental housing
and bicycle transportation.

Nicknamed the ‘‘Aggies,”” UC Davis
has also produced successful athletic
programs. Aggie athletics have pro-
duced records in football and a Division
IT national championship in basketball
while also gaining recognition for the
academic accomplishments of its ath-
letes.

Initially founded as the University
Farm of UC Berkley, UC Davis has
grown to receive premier status as a
top-tier research university with pres-
tigious graduate programs that is a na-
tional leader in interdisciplinary re-
search. One example of UC Davis’ lead-
ership in academia was its creation of
the very first Native American Studies
department and doctoral program in
the Nation. The regular success of UC
Davis alumni across the spectrum of
public and private life demonstrates
the prowess of this great university.
Today we salute this university’s dedi-
cation to excellence. And I do want to
thank Representative THOMPSON for
bringing this resolution forward.

Madam Speaker, once again, I ap-
plaud the University of California at
Davis.

And I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 448 congratulating
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the University of California, Davis, for
reaching the century mark as a pre-
mier public research university and
one of our Nation’s finest institutions
of higher education. The University of
California, Davis, was authorized by
Governor George Pardee in 1905 as an
agriculture research campus and
opened its doors to students in 1908. In
1959 UC at Davis became a full Univer-
sity of California campus.
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Since then, UC Davis has expanded
its student body to more than 30,000
students, and its academic offerings to
more than 100 undergraduate majors, 87
graduate programs, and six profes-
sional schools, including education,
law, management, medicine, nursing,
and veterinary medicine.

Embracing a philosophy of learning,
discovery, and engagement, UC Davis
provides students with a rewarding un-
dergraduate experience while preparing
them for success after graduation. Stu-
dents benefit from a wide range of aca-
demic and extracurricular programs,
an interdisciplinary research commu-
nity involved in local and global issues,
and an abundance of opportunities to
lead and make an impact on society.
With a student body drawn from every
State and more than 75 countries, UC
Davis reflects and is enriched by cul-
tural traditions from around the world.

The campus’ breadth of academic
programs, commitment to providing an
attentive and research-enriched edu-
cation, and a determination to address
society’s needs is truly distinctive. UC
Davis is the only UC campus with
schools of law, medicine, education,
management, and veterinary medicine.

In 2007-08, UC Davis received $586
million in research awards, an increase
of 10 percent over the previous year.
The campus ranks first in the UC sys-
tem and fifth in the Nation in non-Fed-
eral research expenditures, reflecting
the real world applicability of its re-
search. Additionally, UC Davis leads

the Nation in graduate and under-
graduate education in biological
sciences. Year after year, UC Davis

tops the charts in the numbers of doc-
toral and bachelor degrees conferred in
biological sciences.

It is truly a privilege to stand before
the House today to congratulate the
University of California at Davis, on
the occasion of their 100th anniversary.
I extend my congratulations to the
University of California at Davis Chan-
cellor Larry Vanderhoef, the faculty
and staff, the students and alumni. I
wish all involved continued success,
and I ask my colleagues to support this
resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Does the gentleman
from Kentucky have any further speak-
ers?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, we have
no further speakers, and I yield back.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, obviously
the resolution before the House is one
that speaks to the greatness of a pres-
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tigious institution like the University
of California at Davis. It obviously has
excelled in several program areas and
holds high standards in its inter-
disciplinary research areas. For those
reasons and the many others cited by
Representative GUTHRIE and myself, 1
believe that it is important for the
House to move forward with this reso-
lution and would encourage everyone
to support the resolution before the
House.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise in support of House Resolution
448. | have the privilege of representing a part
of the University of California at Davis. It is a
privilege because U.C. Davis is truly one of
the premier institutions of higher learning in
our Nation.

Since the University first opened its doors to
students in 1908 as an agricultural research
institution it has played a critical role in the
growth of California agriculture as one of our
State’s major industries and a producer of
food for the world.

At a time when the delivery of health care
services is an issue of such paramount impor-
tance to our Nation it should be acknowledged
that the Medical Center at U.C. Davis serves
as the primary acute-care trauma center for
millions of residents in our region. It should
also be mentioned that the University is recog-
nized for its work as a top tier research hos-
pital.

While the veterinary school at the U.C.
Davis is recognized as one of the finest such
schools in the Nation, | would be remiss not
to point out that its law school has also at-
tained the highest standards of excellence.

U.C. Dauvis is the home of the California Bio-
mass Collaborative, which is a statewide col-
laborative of government, industry, environ-
mental groups, and educational institutions ad-
ministered for the state by the University of
California, Davis. The Collaborative is spon-
sored by the California Energy Commission as
well as other agency and private industry part-
ners. | worked with the Collaborative in putting
together a Biomass Policy Forum last fall to
discuss the use of woody biomass as a viable
alternate energy source, as well as a means
by which to reduce the threat of wildfires.

The University has also done tremendous
work in the field of sustainable transportation,
and is the new hub of collaboration and re-
search on plug-in hybrid electric vehicles in
California. Such vehicles have zero-tailpipe
emissions and could well be the future of
clean transportation.

In my capacity as a member of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security | am particularly
interested in the work conducted by the Uni-
versity through the Western Institute of Food
Safety and Security, WIFSS, regarding the
need to protect our Nation’s feedstock from
the threat of bio-terrorism. Furthermore, U.C.
Davis is engaged in cutting-edge research re-
garding flame retardant materials which has
both civilian as well as military applications.

It is therefore an honor for me to commend
the University of California at Davis to you and
ask your support for House Resolution 448.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRIFFITH). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO) that the House
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suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 448.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMENDING UNIVERSITY OF
GEORGIA GYMNASTICS TEAM

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 386) commending the
University of Georgia Gymnastics
Team for winning the 2009 NCAA Na-
tional Championship, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 386

Whereas the University of Georgia (UGA)
Gymnastics program has won its 10th Na-
tional Collegiate Women’s Gymnastics
Championship;

Whereas the University of Georgia Gym-
nastics program has won 16 SEC Champion-
ships;

Whereas the University of Georgia Gym-
nastic program has produced 8 Honda Award
winners;

Whereas the 2009 national title is the pro-
gram’s fifth consecutive national champion-
ship;

Whereas the Gym Dogs are now the most
successful gymnastics program in the coun-
try;

Whereas the University of Georgia’s gym-
nastics team, the Gym Dogs, has made 26
consecutive appearances in the NCAA Gym-
nastics Championships;

Whereas the 2009 Gym Dogs team’s overall
record was an amazing 32-1;

Whereas the 2009 Gym Dogs also achieved
the school’s highest team GPA, 3.36;

Whereas the gymnastics team’s coach, Su-
zanne Yoculan, is retiring as the most suc-
cessful collegiate gymnastics coach in NCAA
history; and

Whereas Coach Suzanne Yoculan has, in 19
of her 26 years as head coach at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, taken her squad to an SEC
title, an NCAA title, or both: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the University of Georgia
Gymnastics Team for winning the 2009 NCAA
National Championship;

(2) recognizes that the Gym Dogs have won
more national championships than any other
program in the Nation; and

(3) congratulates Suzanne Yoculan for a
spectacular career as the University of Geor-
gia’s gymnastics coach.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on House Resolution
386 in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?
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There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to con-
gratulate the University of Georgia’s
gymnastics team on their 2009 NCAA
National Championship.

On April 17, the University of Geor-
gia supporters were treated to a 10th
national championship. Closing out a
spectacular season for the Gym Dogs,
while also closing the immaculate ca-
reer of retiring Coach Suzanne Yoculan
on the highest note possible.

The Gym Dogs entered the NCAA
championship as the number one seed
and won their fifth consecutive na-
tional championship, scoring a 197.825,
their second best point total of the sea-
son, to beat out second place Ala-
bama’s 197.575, and third place Utah’s
197.425 in the final meet of Coach
Yoculan’s illustrious career.

Coach Yoculan’s 26-year career fin-
ishes with a long list of accolades: Nine
NCAA championships, 16 Southeastern
Conference titles, 21 NCAA regional
crowns, eight Southeastern Conference
Coach of the Year honors, five NCAA
Coach of the Year awards, 33 individual
titles, and 57 All-Americans.

Coach Yoculan and the Gym Dogs
have also been a force in the commu-
nity under her tenure, raising more
than $125,000, assisting with causes
such as northeast Georgia’s United
Way, the Athens area Habitat for Hu-
manity, the Athens Regional Medical
Center’s Breast Health Center, and the
Special Olympics.

The Gym Dogs represent one of the
most consistently successful athletic
programs in NCAA history. The 2009
national champions were led by seniors
Courtney Kupets, a three-time all-
around champion, Abby Stack, Paige
Burris, and Tiffany Tolnay. The team
also included the juniors by the names
of Lauren Johnson, Courtney McCool,
Marcia Newby, Lauren Sessler, and
Grace Taylor; sophomores Hilary
Mauro and Cassidy McComb; and fresh-
men Mariel Box, Kathryn Ding, Gina
Nuccio and Amber Trani.

As we congratulate the Gym Dogs,
Mr. Speaker, who carried a cumulative
3.36 GPA, we must also acknowledge
the University of Georgia for being
consistently ranked as one of the Na-
tion’s top public universities. UGA en-
compasses 16 schools and colleges that
offer students a range of educational
opportunities. UGA’s graduate school
offers 95 doctoral, 143 master’s, and 19
specialist degrees across its programs,
as well as a variety of professional de-
velopment and portfolio-enhancing
programs.

I want to thank Representative
BROUN for bringing this resolution for-
ward.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I congratu-
late the University of Georgia and the
Gym Dogs for their consistent success.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Georgia, the spon-
sor of this resolution, Mr. BROUN.
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(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of my resolu-
tion, House Resolution 386, which hon-
ors my alma mater, the University of
Georgia, and especially the women’s
gymnastic team, who have, once again,
won the NCAA national championship.

I would like to thank the chairman,
the ranking member, and the staff of
the House Committee on Education
and Labor for working with me and my
staff to bring this resolution to the
floor.

A new level of excellence has now
been set by the University of Georgia’s
gymnastics program. For 5 consecutive
years, this team has earned a cham-
pionship crown, giving the University
of Georgia the most successful women’s
gymnastics program in collegiate his-
tory and making Suzanne Yoculan the
sport’s most successful coach.

This historic team, led by four dedi-
cated seniors, rallied for a dramatic
come-from-behind win to allow Coach
Yoculan to retire on top. In fact, dur-
ing 18 of Ms. Yoculan’s 26 years as head
coach, she has taken her squad to a
Southeastern Conference title, an
NCAA championship title, or both.

The University of Georgia’s women’s
gymnastics team certainly deserves
our congratulations for their hard
work in winning a championship, but
they should also be recognized for their
outstanding academic achievements.
They posted a collective 3.36 GPA. Boy,
that is something for an athlete to be
able to have that kind of GPA. But to
have the coach of a team that gives us
that collective GPA, that is unheard of
almost.

I congratulate the Gym Dogs for an-
other championship, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in praising their
achievements, both in and out of the
classroom, by voting for this resolu-
tion.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in the interest of time,
I will submit my full remarks for the
RECORD, but I do want to extend my
congratulations to the University of
Georgia President Michael Adams,
Athletic Director Damon Evans, Head
Coach Suzanne Yoculan, and her staff,
the hardworking gymnasts, and the
fans. I wish all involved continued suc-
cess, and I ask my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of
House Resolution 386 commending the Uni-
versity of Georgia Gymnastics Team for win-
ning the 2009 NCAA National Championship.

There are many words which could be used
to describe the Gym Dogs at the University of
Georgia, but without question the one constant
is success.

UGA’s gymnastics program has won 10 Na-
tional Collegiate Women’s Gymnastics Cham-
pionships, and the 2009 title represents the
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team’s 5th consecutive honor. In addition, the
program has won 16 Southeastern Con-
ference Championships. Sixty-eight gymnasts
have earned 267 All-American awards, 33
gymnasts have won NCAA individual titles,
and, for 12 of the past 17 years, there has
been at least one Gym Dog atop the awards
stand as an NCAA individual title winner.

Chartered by the Georgia General Assembly
in 1785, the University of Georgia is America’s
first state chartered university and the birth-
place of the American system of public higher
education. With its statewide mission and core
characteristics, UGA endeavors to prepare the
university community for full participation in
the global society of the twenty-first century.
Through its programs and practices, UGA
seeks to foster the understanding of and re-
spect for cultural differences necessary for an
enlightened and educated citizenry. UGA pro-
vides for cultural, ethnic, gender and racial di-
versity in the faculty, staff and student body.

Whether it is success on the field of play, or
commitment to academic excellence, the Uni-
versity of Georgia is a shining example of our
nation’s system of higher education.

| extend my congratulations to University of
Georgia President, Michael Adams; Athletic
Director, Damon Evans; Head Coach, Su-
zanne Yoculan and her staff, the hard working
gymnasts, and the fans. | wish all involved
continued success and ask my colleagues to
support this resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, the resolu-
tion before the House obviously con-
gratulates an outstanding team. The
Gym Dogs, under their coach at the
University of Georgia, Coach Yoculan,
have achieved great records. They have
broken records and established a tre-
mendous multiyear record, all while
being great achievers in the classroom.
For these reasons, I commend the Gym
Dogs and encourage the House to sup-
port this resolution honoring a great
team.

I yield back my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 386, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING CAMP DUDLEY
ON ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 300) congratulating
Camp Dudley YMCA of Westport, New
York, on the occasion of its 125th anni-
versary, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 300

Whereas Camp Dudley YMCA (‘‘Camp Dud-
ley”’) was founded in 1885 by Sumner F. Dud-
ley, a YMCA volunteer;
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Whereas Camp Dudley is located in West-
port, New York, with two miles of frontage
on Lake Champlain and surrounded by the
Adirondack Mountains;

Whereas Camp Dudley is the oldest Camp
in continuous operation in the United
States;

Whereas Camp Dudley’s motto of ‘“The
Other Fellow First’, is at the heart of camp
life;

Whereas Camp Dudley is a place that cele-
brates timeless traditional values, inspiring
boys, girls, men, and women alike to seek
something higher than their own self-inter-
est;

Whereas Camp Dudley has remained true
to its mission to develop moral, personal,
physical, and leadership skills in the spirit of
fellowship and fun, enabling boys and girls to
lead lives characterized by devotion to oth-
ers;

Whereas Camp Dudley’s leadership devel-
opment program is a dynamic part of the
camp experience;

Whereas Camp Dudley has a great legacy
of Cabin Leadership, driven by caring and
bold leaders whose devotion to their campers
is the cornerstone for successful summers;

Whereas Camp Dudley is committed to pro-
viding a balanced program for campers that
includes team sports, individual sports, the
arts, outdoor offerings, and spiritual tradi-
tions;

Whereas campers can participate in a vari-
ety of activities and sports including arts
and crafts, archery, band, baseball, basket-
ball, canoeing, ceramics, chorus, drama, fish-
ing, flag football, golf, hiking, high and low
ropes courses, kayaking, lacrosse, lifesaving,
mountaineering, music, photography, publi-
cations, riflery, rock climbing, sailing, soc-
cer, softball, swimming, diving, tennis, track
and field, water polo, weight training, writ-
ing, video, and volleyball;

Whereas Camp Dudley expanded its reach
by welcoming Camp Kiniya for girls into its
family in 2006;

Whereas Camp Dudley welcomes a diverse
camper body of boys of all faiths into their
community;

Whereas Camp Dudley is committed to
making camp affordable for all socio-
economic levels;

Whereas Camp Dudley offers the Dr. Wil-
liam J. Schmidt Memorial Scholarship pro-
gram, in which approximately 20 percent of
summer campers are awarded scholarships
on the basis of financial need, and are funded
from generous alumni and parents support;

Whereas Camp Dudley’s current and
former campers and staff have made signifi-
cant differences in their own communities
and families;

Whereas campers representing 35 States
and 12 foreign countries have spent their
summers at Camp Dudley and has a camper
return rate of 84 percent; and

Whereas one of the unique characteristics
of Camp Dudley is the loyalty and support of
its alumni both through financial support
and attendance at the more than 47 alumni
gatherings occurring each year across the
country and around the world: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates Camp Dudley YMCA of
Westport, New York, on the occasion of its
125th anniversary; and

(2) recognizes Camp Dudley YMCA’s cur-
rent staff, campers, and alumni for their con-
tributions to their community.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on House Resolution
300 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 300, which recog-
nizes Camp Dudley YMCA for the con-
tributions made to their community.

Located in Westport, New York,
Camp Dudley was founded in 1885 by
Sumner F. Dudley, a YMCA volunteer.
It is the oldest camp in continuous op-
eration in our United States. Camp
Dudley is a place that celebrates time-
less traditional values, inspiring boys,
girls, men, and women alike to seek
something higher than their own self-
interests. This dedication to personal
development of campers can be exhib-
ited in the camp’s motto of ‘“The other
fellow first.”

The admirable mission of Camp Dud-
ley includes helping campers to de-
velop moral, personal, physical, and
leadership skills in the spirit of fellow-
ship and fun, enabling boys and girls to
lead lives characterized by devotion to
others.
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In this way, Camp Dudley has shown
dedication to creating a community of
selflessness, teaching boys and girls to
think of the larger community before
one’s self. A variety of activities of-
fered at Camp Dudley, including arts
and crafts, a multitude of sports, pho-
tography, writing, and many more,
allow the campers to have new experi-
ences and new adventures.

With a great legacy of cabin leader-
ship, Camp Dudley is driven by caring
and bold leaders, whose devotion to
their campers is the cornerstone for
successful summers. As such, the
camp’s leadership development pro-
gram is a dynamic and vital part of the
camp experience. Camp Dudley has
committed itself to making camp af-
fordable for all socioeconomic levels,
never letting financial capabilities
stand in the way of opportunities for
our young adults.

Demonstrating such, Camp Dudley’s
scholarship program awards scholar-
ships to approximately 20 percent of
summer campers. This also serves as
proof of the strong foundation built by
the camp’s alumni. The scholarships
awarded are generously funded by both
alumni and parents. Some notable
alumni include Burgess Meredith, Bob
Pettit, C. Roland Stichweh, Ink Clark,
Pete Willmott, Paul Grinwis, John
Harbison, Robert Appleyard, Gerald La
Grange, Johnny Jones, and many oth-
ers. The impact of Camp Dudley’s in-
fluence expands beyond the camp-
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grounds. Current and former campers,
as well as staff, continue to make sig-
nificant differences in their own com-
munities and families.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution serves to
recognize the successes of Camp Dud-
ley, and it congratulates the institu-
tion on the occasion of its 125th anni-
versary. I want to thank Representa-
tive MCcHUGH for bringing this resolu-
tion forward, and I do urge my col-
leagues to resoundingly pass this reso-
lution.

I reserve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 300, congratu-
lating Camp Dudley YMCA of West-
port, New York, on the occasion of its
125th anniversary.

Founded by Sumner F. Dudley in
1885, Camp Dudley is a place that cele-
brates timeless traditional values by
inspiring boys and men alike to seek
something higher than their own self-
interests. Their motto, ‘“The other fel-
low first,” is at the heart of camp life.
For more than 125 years, Camp Dudley
has been able to maintain tremendous
momentum by remaining true to its
original mission to develop boys’
moral, personal and physical skills in
the spirit of fellowship and fun.

Camp Dudley is committed to pro-
viding a balanced program for campers
that includes team sports, individual
sports, the arts, outdoor offerings, and
spiritual traditions. Their leadership
development program is a dynamic
part of camp experience and is inte-
grated into all parts of the camp.

Recognizing the benefits that sum-
mer camp can provide for girls, Camp
Dudley at Kiniya opened for its first
summer season in 2006. Girls from all
over the country can enjoy camp that
celebrates leadership, friendship and
kindness. Camp Dudley at Kiniya is a
camping experience that allows for in-
dividual and community growth where
each person feels safe to try new things
and has the time and opportunity to
develop meaningful relationships and
passions.

One of Camp Dudley’s great legacies
is its history of cabin leadership. From
the earliest days, the summer experi-
ence has been driven by a group of car-
ing leaders, whose devotion to their
campers has been the cornerstone for
successful summers. At Camp Dudley,
the counselors are called ‘‘leaders’ be-
cause that is what is expected of them.
The majority of camp employees have
attended Camp Dudley before its camp-
ers. Of the 48 cabin leaders hired last
summer, all were former campers. This
commitment to consistency carries
over to each level of the summer staff,
and ensures that the campers will find
success in a safe and supportive envi-
ronment.

Institutions such as Camp Dudley
provide a foundation of leadership and
citizenry that enriches our Nation. I
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am honored to stand before the House
today to congratulate Camp Dudley on
the occasion of its 125th anniversary. I
encourage the camp to continue to en-
hance the lives of our children, and I
ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Does the gentleman
from Kentucky have any further speak-
ers?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I yield
back.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the
tradition of 125 years with Camp Dud-
ley, whereby they have nurtured our
young and have strengthened our fu-
ture by creating the leaders of tomor-
row, is commendable, and I would en-
courage strongly that the House sup-
port House Resolution 300, honoring
the 125th anniversary of Camp Dudley.

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
as the proud sponsor of H. Res. 300, which
congratulates Camp Dudley YMCA of West-
port, New York, on the occasion of its 125th
anniversary. | want to thank the gentlemen
from California (Mr. MILLER and Mr. MCKEON)
for their work to bring this resolution to the
floor today. Likewise, | wish to thank many of
my colleagues in the House who have signed
on as cosponsors.

Camp Dudley is the oldest camp in contin-
uous operation in the United States. It was
founded in 1885 by Sumner F. Dudley, a
YMCA volunteer, and will celebrate its 125th
anniversary this year. The camp is located in
picturesque Westport, New York, on the
shores of Lake Champlain and surrounded by
the Adirondack Mountains.

Camp Dudley is truly a special place. It is a
place that celebrates timeless traditional val-
ues and inspires boys, girls, men and women
to seek something higher than their own self-
interest. In fact, Camp Dudley’s motto is ap-
propriately “The Other Fellow First.”

Over the years, Camp Dudley has remained
true to its mission to develop moral, personal,
physical and leadership skills in the spirit of
fellowship and fun. In fact, leadership develop-
ment is a dynamic part of the Dudley experi-
ence. Camp Dudley uniquely refers to its
counselors as Leaders. This resolution recog-
nizes this legacy of leadership.

It is also important to recognize that Camp
Dudley welcomes a diverse camper body of all
faiths into their community. This resolution fur-
ther recognizes Camp Dudley’s commitment to
making camp affordable for all socioeconomic
levels. In fact, approximately 20 percent of
summer campers are awarded scholarships
on the basis of financial need and are funded
from the generous support of alumni and par-
ents. This support has allowed campers and
staff to make significant contributions in their
own communities and families. Many alumni
have gone on to excel in a variety of fields in-
cluding medicine, law, business, and govern-
ment, to name just a few. This resolution also
recognizes Camp Dudley’s decision to expand
its reach to include Camp Kiniya for girls in
2006. Camp Kiniya is located on the Vermont
side of Lake Champlain in Colchester,
Vermont.

Of note, the William J. Schmidt Annual
Scholarship Fund, named after former Camp
Director Willie Schmidt, was launched in 2004.
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Thanks in large part to Dr. Schmidt's gen-
erosity and fundraising efforts, thousands of
boys and girls have the joy of a Camp Dudley
experience.

Campers representing 35 states and 12 for-
eign countries have spent their summers at
Camp Dudley. They have enjoyed this experi-
ence so immensely that the camper return
rate stands at 84 percent. One of the unique
characteristics of Camp Dudley is the loyalty
and support of its alumni both through finan-
cial support and attendance at the more than
forty-seven alumni gatherings occurring each
year across the country and around the world.

Accordingly, | ask my colleagues to support
this resolution honoring Camp Dudley YMCA
of Westport, New York, on the occasion of its
125th anniversary and join with me in recog-
nizing Camp Dudley’s current staff, campers,
and alumni for their contributions to their com-
munities.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPPS). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. TONKO) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 300, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM DEPUTY
CHIEF OF STAFF, THE HONOR-
ABLE EDOLPHUS TOWNS, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Roberta Hopkins, Dep-
uty Chief of Staff, the Honorable
EDOLPHUS TOWNS, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 12, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena, issued in
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, for testimony in a criminal
case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
ROBERTA HOPKINS,
Deputy Chief of Staff.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL MISSING
CHILDREN’S DAY

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 297) recognizing
May 25, 2009, as National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 297

Whereas May 25, 2009, will be the 27th Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day;

Whereas National Missing Children’s Day
honors our Nation’s obligation to locate and
recover missing children by prompting par-
ents, guardians, and other trusted-adult role
models to make child safety an utmost pri-
ority;

Whereas in the United States nearly 800,000
children are reported missing a year, more
than 58,000 children are abducted by non-
family members, and more than 2,000 chil-
dren are reported missing every day;

Whereas Congress’s efforts to provide re-
sources, training, and technical assistance
has increased the capabilities of State and
local law enforcement to find children and to
return them home safely;

Whereas the 1979 disappearance of 6-year-
old Etan Patz served as the impetus for the
creation of National Missing Children’s Day,
first proclaimed in 1983; and

Whereas Etan’s photo was distributed na-
tionwide and appeared in media globally, and
the powerful image came to represent the
anguish of thousands of searching families:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes National Missing Children’s
Day and encourages all Americans to join to-
gether to plan events in communities across
America to raise public awareness about the
issue of missing children and the need to ad-
dress this national problem,

(2) recognizes that one of the most impor-
tant tools for law enforcement to use in the
case of a missing child is an up-to-date, good
quality photograph and urges all parents and
guardians to follow this important pre-
caution, and

(3) acknowledges that National Missing
Children’s Day should remind Americans not
to forget the children who are still missing
and not to waver in the effort to reunite
them with their families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 297 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 297, which
recognizes May 25, 2009, as the 27th Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day, and
urges everyone to do what they can to
prevent the tragedy of a missing child.

In the late 1970s, a succession of high-
profile missing children cases helped
heighten the awareness and underline
the seriousness of child victimization.
When Etan Patz went missing on his
way to school in 1979, the first major
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national media campaign surrounding
a missing child took place. The consid-
erable media attention and comprehen-
sive search helped highlight the prob-
lem of child abduction nationwide.

Etan’s case and others helped expose
a flaw in the system. At that time,
there was no national response system
in place to coordinate State and local
cooperation or a central mechanism to
support searching families. In 1983,
May 25 was proclaimed National Miss-
ing Children’s Day, and a nationwide
movement was born. May 25 was cho-
sen because it is the anniversary of
Etan’s disappearance.

More than 2,000 children are reported
missing every day, but strides have
been made to change this disturbing
statistic. Programs such as the
AMBER Alert program, which notifies
law enforcement officials and the pub-
lic of child abduction cases, have done
a lot to help return missing children to
their families. To date, 443 children
have been recovered because of the
AMBER Alert program. Each May, we
reflect on missing children, and we
renew our efforts to reunite those
young people with their families.

National Missing Children’s Day is
an opportunity to remind families of
the importance of maintaining up-to-
date photographs of their children and
to encourage everyone to give their full
attention to the photographs and post-
ers of missing children. Anyone can be
a hero and offer the tip that helps re-
turn children to their families. Pro-
tecting young people is one of our Na-
tion’s top priorities.

On May 25, Madam Speaker, we will
pause to remember the children whose
lives have been lost. We will celebrate
those who have been reunited with
their families, and we will renew our
effort to continue searching for chil-
dren who continue to be missing.

Madam Speaker, once again, I ex-
press my support for National Missing
Children’s Day, and I thank Represent-
ative BIGGERT for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor. I do urge my col-
leagues to support this important reso-
lution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 297, recog-
nizing May 25, 2009, as National Miss-
ing Children’s Day. In our country,
every year, hundreds of thousands of
children are abducted or go missing.
Today, more missing children come
home safely than ever before, but there
is still work to be done.

First proclaimed by President Ronald
Reagan in 1983, National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day honors the work being con-
ducted on a daily basis throughout the
U.S. to locate and to recover missing
children by prompting parents, guard-
ians and other trusted adult role mod-
els to make child safety an utmost pri-
ority.

In 1979, 6-year-old Etan Patz dis-
appeared. Etan’s photo appeared in the
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media across the Nation and around
the world. His image came to represent
the distress of thousands of families
searching for their missing children.
This tragedy served as the motivation
for the establishment of National Miss-
ing Children’s Day.

In the United States, more than 2,000
children are reported missing every
day. Nearly 800,000 children are re-
ported missing each year, and more
than 58,000 children are abducted by
non-family members. Too many chil-
dren do not make it home, and many
more continue to be victimized by acts
of violence. Children are the most vic-
timized segment of our society, and
crimes committed against children of
all ages are the most underreported of
any victim category.

Every day, local, State and Federal
law enforcement are working dili-
gently in an effort to find children and
to reunite them with their families. In
June 2008, President Bush signed the
Protecting Our Children Comes First
Act into law. The law reauthorized the
Missing and Exploited Children’s Pro-
gram under the Missing Children’s As-
sistance Act. Our reauthorization ef-
forts provided resources, training and
technical assistance in order to assist
in increasing the capabilities of State
and local law enforcement to locate
missing children.

The recognition of May 25, 2009, as
National Missing Children’s Day serves
to remind us that we still have work to
do to reunite families and to ensure
that parents, families, neighbors, and
law enforcement work together to lo-
cate all missing children. For this rea-
son, I stand in support of this resolu-
tion. I thank the gentlewoman from II-
linois (Mrs. BIGGERT) for introducing
House Resolution 297. I ask for my col-
leagues’ support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Does the gentleman
from Kentucky have further speakers?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I yield
back.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the im-
pact of missing children on those chil-
dren and their families is obviously im-
measurable, and it is important for us
to continue that unfinished business
that needs to be accomplished here in
this country so as to recognize the
missing children situation for the grav-
ity that it poses. For that, I believe
strongly that we should support this
resolution and recognize our missing
children through a day of observance.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of House Resolution
297, recognizing May 25, 2009, as National
Missing Children’s Day.

On May 25, 1979, 6-year-old Etan Patz dis-
appeared somewhere on the two blocks be-
tween his SoHo apartment to the West Broad-
way bus stop. Despite a massive search effort
and international media exposure, Etan has
never been found. His image has come to rep-
resent the anguish of thousands of families
who are still searching for their missing chil-
dren.
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In 1983, President Ronald Reagan declared
May 25 National Missing Children’s Day.
Doing so has provided an annual reminder of
the disappearance of Etan and countless other
children whose whereabouts have yet to be
discovered.

Today, nearly 800,000 children are reported
missing each year in the United States and
more than 2,000 children are reported missing
every day. Children continue to be the most
victimized segment of our society and crimes
committed against children of all ages are the
most underreported of any victim category.

In December 2007, the House of Represent-
atives passed a bill to reauthorize the Missing
and Exploited Children’s program under the
Missing Children’s Assistance Act. | would like
to urge my colleagues to join me in supporting
full funding for the invaluable programs author-
ized by this legislation. Our efforts here in
Congress provide resources, training, and
technical assistance that increase the capabili-
ties of State and local law enforcement to lo-
cate missing children.

It is a shame that, 30 years after Etan’s dis-
appearance, thousands of children continue to
be abducted or go missing in our country.
While more missing children come home safe-
ly today than ever before, the recognition of
National Missing Children’s Day serves to re-
mind us of the unfinished work we have to do
to reunite families and protect the most vulner-
able among us. | ask for my colleagues’ sup-
port of this important resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 297, “Recognizing May 25, 2009, as Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day.” | would like to
thank my colleague Representative Jupy
BIGGERT for introducing this resolution, as well
as the co-sponsors, Representatives LEONARD
LANCE, TED POE, BART STUPAK, ZOE LOFGREN,
THOMAS ROONEY, and FRANK WOLF.

| support this important resolution, because
there are few things that are as frightening to
a parent as the prospect of the losing, kidnap-
ping, or murder of their child. Far too many
Americans see these fears materialize. In the
United States nearly 800,000 children are re-
ported missing a year, more than 58,000 chil-
dren are abducted by non-family members,
and more than 2,000 children are reported
missing every day.

It is for these families that Congress has in
years past—as it does today—recognized Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day. If passed, this
would mark the 27th time this Congress has
marked a day in May, in honor of our Nation’s
obligation to locate and recover missing chil-
dren by prompting parents, guardians, and
other trusted-adult role models to make child
safety an utmost priority.

National Missing Children’s Day first began
in 1979, with the disappearance of 6-year-old
Etan Patz. This New York City event served
as the impetus for the creation of National
Missing Children’s Day to be first proclaimed
in 1983. Etan’s photo was distributed nation-
wide and appeared in media globally, and the
powerful image came to represent the anguish
of thousands of families who found them-
selves searching for their loved ones.

This day brings serious problems to the
forefront of our Nation’s thoughts. It is from
this increased awareness, Congress has put
forward efforts—to provide resources, training,
and technical assistance—which have in-
creased the capabilities of State and local law
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enforcement to find children and to return
them home safely.

For these reasons, | join my colleagues in
recognizing National Missing Children’s Day.
One of the most important tools for law en-
forcement to use in the case of a missing child
is an up-to-date, good quality photograph. |
support the resolution, as it urges all parents
and guardians to follow this important pre-
caution.

| also join in encouraging all Americans to
plan events in communities across America to
raise public awareness about the issue of
missing children and the need to address this
national problem. Commemoration of National
Missing Children’s Day should remind Ameri-
cans not to forget the children who are still
missing and not to waver in the effort to re-
unite missing children with their families.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time,
Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ToNKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 297.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

CONGRATULATING AVERETT
UNIVERSITY

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 347) congratulating
Averett University in Danville, Vir-
ginia, for 150 years of service and lead-
ership to the United States.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 347

Whereas in 1859, Union Female College, the
forerunner of Averett University was estab-
lished to provide educational opportunities
for young women who did not have many
educational opportunities;

Whereas the name Averett College was of-
ficially adopted to honor the institution’s
early founders;

Whereas in 1971, Averett became a fully ac-
credited, coeducational, 4-year institution of
higher education;

Whereas in 1980, Averett awarded its first
master’s degrees;

Whereas in 1988, Averett became the first
institution of higher education in Virginia to
offer an innovative, accelerated program for
working adults who wished to earn advanced
degrees;

Whereas in 2001, Averett College officially
became known as Averett University in rec-
ognition of its growth;

Whereas Averett University enrolls more
than 2,450 students from 25 states and 12
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countries and employs more than 350 people
statewide;

Whereas Averett University offers 32 un-
dergraduate majors and master’s degree pro-
grams in business and education;

Whereas Averett University confers nearly
800 degrees each year;

Whereas Averett University serves stu-
dents on its main campus in Danville, Vir-
ginia, and at 20 other locations around the
Commonwealth;

Whereas Averett University has 13 NCAA
IIT athletic teams that have won various
championships, including a national cham-
pionship in golf; and

Whereas Averett University has been led
by 23 presidents and is currently led by Dr.
Tiffany McKillip Franks: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That Congress congratulates
Averett University in Danville, Virginia, for
150 years of service and leadership to the
United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest b legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 347 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. Thank you. I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 347, which
celebrates Averett University’s 150
years of service and leadership to the
Commonwealth of Virginia and to our
United States.

Originally founded in 1859 as an edu-
cational institution for women, Union
Female College grew to what is now
known as Averett University. For the
past 150 years, Averett University has
remained steadfast in its commitment
to its students and to its community.
With a mission of preparing students
for a lifetime of success, Averett Uni-
versity has a renowned liberal arts cur-
riculum that provides individuals with
the skills necessary to succeed on cam-
pus and beyond.

[0 1445

Demonstrating a spirit of innovation
that dates back to 1859, Averett Uni-
versity was one of the first universities
in Virginia to offer a business degree
program for working adults. Because of
its reputation, Averett University
places nearly 100 percent of its edu-
cation program graduates in employ-
ment positions each year. In fact, nu-
merous students have job offers prior
to even completing their student
teaching. With faculty members that
are successful entrepreneurs, artists,
and scientists, Averett University stu-
dents are prepared to succeed inside
and outside the classroom.

Since its inception, Averett Univer-
sity students have been dedicated to
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the surrounding community. This com-
mitment continues to this day with
students now participating in service
organizations like Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Habitat for Humanity, and the
Boys and Girls Club. With more than
20,800 alumni in 50 States and 38 coun-
tries, this commitment now spreads
the globe.

As the university celebrates 150 years
of achievement, may it renew its com-
mitment and passion to service, to its
students, and its community. Madam
Speaker, I again congratulate Averett
University. And I thank Congressman
PERRIELLO for bringing this resolution
forward. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 347, congratu-
lating Averett University in Danville,
Virginia, for 150 years of service and
leadership to the United States.

Founded in 1859, Averett University
has a long history of preparing women
and men to be leaders in their careers
and in their communities. Averett
began as a school for young women at
a time when educating women was not
a popular idea. That spirit of innova-
tion continues today as they are
among the first in Virginia to create
an accelerated program for working
adults and are among the select few in
the Nation to offer bachelor’s degrees
in both aeronautics and equestrian
studies.

Averett University’s educational phi-
losophy is simple: Prepare our students
for a lifetime of success. At Averett,
students receive the skills and knowl-
edge to get that first job or enter grad-
uate school, and they develop the hab-
its of the mind that will allow them to
adapt to a constantly changing, glob-
ally connected world. The university
combines the liberal arts with profes-
sional education, and many experts
agree that regardless of one’s job, a
person must be able to analyze infor-
mation, think critically, communicate
effectively, work in teams, and adapt
to new conditions—the very skills pro-
vided by a liberal arts education.
Averett provides a powerful experience
that will energize an individual for a
lifetime career and for productive citi-
zenship.

I extend my congratulations to
Averett University president, Dr. Tif-
fany McKillip Franks, the faculty and
staff, the students, and alumni. I wish
all involved continued success and ask
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

I yield back my time.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the
history of Averett University is well
documented and has been of service to
so many students who are achieving
their professional goals. They have in-
spired them in the classroom, and they
have encouraged a community respon-
siveness within its student body that
continues as a tradition.
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With all of that being said, I con-
gratulate Congressman PERRIELLO for
the resolution and encourage my col-
leagues to support the resolution.

I yield back my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 347.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD
PROGRAM

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 442) recognizing the
importance of the Child and Adult Care
Food Program and its positive effect on
the lives of low-income children and
families.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 442

Whereas Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram participants under the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act include spon-
soring organizations, child care centers, fam-
ily day care homes, Head Start programs, at-
risk after-school care centers, outside-school
hours care centers, emergency shelters, and
adult day care centers;

Whereas 49,624 licensed child care centers
with 2,300,000 children participated in the
Child and Adult Care Food Program in 2008;

Whereas 141,535 licensed or approved family
child care homes with 849,000 children par-
ticipated in the Child and Adult Care Food
Program in 2008;

Whereas 872 family child care sponsoring
organizations participated in the Child and
Adult Care Food Program in 2008;

Whereas in 2008, 71 percent of all meals
served in child care centers participating in
the Child and Adult Care Food Program
qualified for reimbursement at the rates es-
tablished for free or reduced price meals;

Whereas 78 percent of all meals served in
family day care homes participating in the
Child and Adult Care Food Program qualified
for tier I reimbursement factors in 2008;

Whereas the Child and Adult Care Food
Program was cited as one of the important
supports for long-term success in building
strong family child care for low-income fam-
ilies;

Whereas 87 percent of the family child care
homes considered to be providing good qual-
ity child care participated in the Child and
Adult Care Food Program;

Whereas the Child and Adult Care Food
Program, due to its unique combination of
training and oversight, is an effective vehi-
cle for supporting family child care providers
and enhancing the care they provide;

Whereas the Department of Agriculture’s
evaluation of the Child and Adult Care Food
Program found that children in the Child
and Adult Care Food Program received meals
that were nutritionally superior to those
meals served in child care settings outside of
the Child and Adult Care Food Program;

Whereas studies have shown that young
children feel safe and secure, pay attention,
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behave, and stay healthy, when they are well
nourished;

Whereas research has shown that children
who participate in the Child and Adult Care
Food Program eat more fruits, vegetables,
milk, and have a better overall diet quality;

Whereas the current economic crisis is
causing more families to rely on the Child
and Adult Care Food Program as they strug-
gle to feed their children;

Whereas the Child and Adult Care Food
Program contributes to and supports quality
child care that provides early education ex-
periences; and

Whereas participation in the Child and
Adult Care Food Program, provides a basis
for lifetime healthy eating behaviors: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the importance of the Child
and Adult Care Food Program and its overall
positive effect on the lives of low-income
children and families, as well as its positive
effect on improving the quality of a child’s
child care environment;

(2) promotes program collaboration and en-
courages States to better coordinate the use
of all Federal and State funding streams
across early learning and child development
systems and programs, including the Child
and Adult Care Food Program;

(3) recognizes the need to provide adequate
resources to improve the availability and
quality of nutritious meals and snacks
served by Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram facilities;

(4) recognizes the impact of nonprofit and
community organizations that work to in-
crease the awareness of, and access to, the
Child and Adult Care Food Program;

(5) recognizes the need to provide States
with resources to improve the availability of
nutritious meals in child care;

(6) recognizes that the Child and Adult
Care Food Program provides a higher meal
quality and a substantial nutrition contribu-
tion to the diets of children in child care;
and

(7) recognizes the Child and Adult Care
Food Program can help young children es-
tablish healthy eating habits which help to
prevent childhood obesity.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 442 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 442, which ex-
presses Congress’ support for the im-
portant work of the Child and Adult
Care Food Program.

Participation in nutrition programs
sets the foundation for healthy lifetime
eating behaviors. Studies prove that it
is only when young children are well
nourished that they feel secure, pay at-
tention, behave and maintain good
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health. Through the Child and Adult
Care Food Program’s provisioning of
nutritious meals and snacks, millions
of children are able to experience the
positive effects of improved nutrition.

Authorized by the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act, the Child
and Adult Care Food Program seeks to
improve the quality of child -care
through the support of programs pro-
viding early education experiences
while making such programs more af-
fordable to our low-income families. As
part of their day care program, li-
censed child care centers and child care
homes participating in the Child and
Adult Care Food Program provide 2.9
million nutritious meals and snacks
every day of operation. These meals
and snacks have been found to be nu-
tritionally superior to the meals pro-
vided by nonparticipating providers. In
fact, the program that has its children
participating in it, has them con-
suming more fruits, vegetables and
milk than nonparticipants. They even
have higher quality diets overall.

Beyond the services provided to
young children in child care, the Child
and Adult Care Food Program also pro-
vides meals for children in emergency
shelters and those enrolled in eligible
after-school care programs. Addition-
ally, the program serves 86,000 adults
receiving care in nonresidential adult
day care centers.

Sponsorship of the child and adult
care food program is critical now that
the economic crisis is making it even
harder for families to adequately feed
their children. All children who qualify
should be able to experience the posi-
tive benefits of the high-quality child
care and nutritious meals as provided
by the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram.

Madam Speaker, once again, I ex-
press my support for the Child and
Adult Care Food Program, and I urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 442, recog-
nizing the importance of The Child and
Adult Food Care Program and its posi-
tive effect on the lives of low-income
children and families.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
food and nutrition service administers
the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram through grants to States.

The Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram serves nutritious meals and
snacks to eligible children and adults
who are enrolled for care at partici-
pating child care centers, day care
homes, and adult day care centers.
Every day, 2.9 million children receive
nutritious meals and snacks with the
Child and Adult Food Program. The
program provides meals and snacks to
86,000 adults who receive care in those
residential adult day care centers.

The program also provides meals to
children residing in emergency shelters
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and snacks and suppers to youth par-
ticipating in eligible after-school care
programs.

Studies have shown that young chil-
dren pay attention, behave, and stay
healthy when they are well nourished.
The Department of Agriculture’s eval-
uation of the Child and Adult Care
Food Program found that children in
the program receive meals that were
nutritionally superior to those meals
served in child care settings outside of
the program.

The program plays an important role
in improving the quality of day care
and making it more affordable for
many low-income families. I stand in
support of this resolution and ask for
my colleagues to support it as well.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, obvi-
ously the value of nutrition and nutri-
tion programs provides a longtime ben-
efit for all age demographics in our
population and certainly a lifetime of
benefits for our children. And I would
firmly request that the House stand in
full support of the resolution before us,
H. Res. 442.

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H. Res. 442, a resolution
recognizing the importance of the Child and
Adult Care Food Program and its positive ef-
fect on the lives of low income children and
families. I'd like to thank my friend, Represent-
ative GEORGE MILLER, for introducing this leg-
islation—and for his commitment to ending
childhood hunger in America.

The Child and Adult Care Food Program
plays a vital role in improving the quality of
day care for children and elderly adults by
making care more affordable for many low-in-
come families. Through CACFP, 2.9 million
children and 86,000 adults receive nutritious
meals and snacks each day as part of their
day care.

For many years—I have stressed the impor-
tance of a healthy diet for America’s school
children. We now have scientific proof that a
direct connection exists between a nutritious
diet and student achievement in the class-
room.

As Chairman of the House Agriculture Sub-
committee on nutrition—I fought to include im-
portant expansions of fresh fruit and vegetable
programs for our schools in last year's farm
bill. This legislation works in conjunction with
programs like CACFP to create a healthier
school environment for America’s children.

Congress has expanded CACFP to support
children in a variety of new settings including
at-risk after-school programs and homeless,
domestic violence and runaway shelters. In
addition, CACFP has been made available to
adult day care centers serving chronically im-
paired adults or people over age 60.

In today’s terrible economic climate—the
benefits of the CACFP program are having a
greater impact than ever before. The program
plays a vital role in creating and maintaining
quality, affordable care for preschool and
school-age children. | am proud to support this
resolution—which gives the CACFP program
much deserved Congressional recognition. |
urge my colleagues to support the resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today support of H. Res. 442,
“Recognizing the importance of the Child and
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Adult Care Food Program and its positive ef-
fect on the lives of low income children and
families.” | would also like to thank my distin-
guished colleague, Representative GEORGE
MILLER of California for introducing this impor-
tant legislation. There are too many in our na-
tion that too often go hungry. It is important to
extend our support to those domestic pro-
grams that alleviate suffering in our own na-
tion.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
reported that in 2007:

36.2 million people lived in households con-
sidered to be food insecure.

Of these 36.2 million, 23.8 million are adults
(10.6 percent of all adults) and 12.4 million are
children (16.9 percent of all children).

The number of people in the worst-off
households increased to 11.9 from 10.8 in
2005. This increase in the number of people
in the worst-off category is consistent with
other studies and the Census Bureau poverty
data, which show worsening conditions for the
poorest Americans.

Black (22.2 percent) and Hispanic (20.1 per-
cent) households experienced food insecurity
at far higher rates than the national average.

The ten states with the highest food insecu-
rity rates in 2007 were Mississippi, New Mex-
ico, Texas, Arkansas, Maine, South Carolina,
Georgia, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri.

USDA'’s Child and Adult Care Food Program
plays a vital role in improving the quality of
day care and making it more affordable for
many low-income families. Each day, 2.9 mil-
lion children receive nutritious meals and
snacks through CACFP. The program also
provides meals and snacks to 86,000 adults
who receive care in nonresidential adult day
care centers. CACFP reaches even further to
provide meals to children residing in emer-
gency shelters, and snacks and suppers to
youths participating in eligible after school
care programs.

As a Co-Chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus, the issues that plague the chil-
dren of our nation are important to me. Chil-
dren are the future of our nation, and it is of
vital importance that we raise a strong, intel-
ligent generation that will be able to lead our
country. The Child and Adult Food Care Pro-
gram ensure that families with children receive
nutritious meals; meals are a staple in a
healthy prosperous life that are constantly
overlooked and mitigated. Nutritious food can
make life more enjoyable and prolong life.
People who eat a more balanced, nutrient
dense diet are more likely to be physically fit,
feel better, and have fewer illnesses as well
as lower risk of heart disease and diabetes. In
this age of epidemic obesity, eating a well-bal-
anced diet needs to be of utmost importance
for the American population, particularly the
children.

Children who are well-nourished feel safe
and secure, pay attention, behave, and stay
healthy. Children who participate in the Child
and Adult Care Food Program eat more fruits,
vegetables, milk, and have a better overall diet
quality. The CACFP will instill good eating
habits in children from an early age. Addition-
ally, the CACFP sponsors The National
School Lunch Program (NSLP) which is a fed-
erally assisted meal program operating in pub-
lic and nonprofit private schools and residen-
tial child care institutions. It provides nutrition-
ally balanced, low-cost or free lunches to chil-
dren each school day. The program was es-
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tablished under the National School Lunch
Act, signed by President Harry Truman in
1946.

TEXAS

For the second year in a row, the study re-
vealed Texas having the #1 rate of child hun-
ger at 22.1 percent. Texas is also in the top
five states with children under five at risk of
hunger (23.3 percent). Additionally, in Texas,
there are 6,644,060 under the age of 18.
1,470,704 of these children are food insecure.
Food insecurity refers to the lack of access to
enough food to fully meet basic needs at all
times due to lack of financial resources. There
are different levels of food insecurity.

According to the results of the Census Bu-
reau survey, those at greatest risk of being
hungry or on the edge of hunger (i.e., food in-
secure) live in households that are: headed by
a single woman; Hispanic or Black; or with in-
comes below the poverty line. Overall, house-
holds with children experience food insecurity
at almost double the rate for households with-
out children. Geographically, food insecurity is
more common in central city households. The
survey data also show that households are
more likely to be hungry or food insecure if
they live in states in the Midwest and South.

H. Res. 442 is essential to recognizing the
importance of nutrition within our national
boundaries. The Child and Adult Care Food
Program has been cited as one of the most
important support for long-term success in
building strong family child care for low-in-
come families and has proved an effective ve-
hicle for supporting family child care providers.
During the recent economic crisis, more peo-
ple have begun to rely on the Child and Adult
Food Program to feed their families.

| firmly believe that H. Res. 442 contributes
to and support quality child care that provides
early education experiences and provides a
basis for lifetime healthy eating behaviors, and
| know that these are essential to building a
strong foundation for our youth and our nation.
| urge my colleague to support this bill as well
as we come together and demonstrate our
support for nutrition and the children of our
nation.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ToONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 442.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING AMERICA’S
TEACHERS

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 374) recognizing the
roles and contributions of America’s
teachers to building and enhancing our
Nation’s civic, cultural, and economic
well-being.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 374

Whereas education and knowledge are the
foundation of America’s current and future
strength;

Whereas teachers and other education staff
have earned and deserve the respect of their
students and communities for their selfless
dedication to community service and the fu-
ture of our Nation’s children;

Whereas the purpose of ‘“‘National Teacher
Appreciation Week”’, held during May 3, 2009,
through May 10, 2009, is to raise public
awareness of the unquantifiable contribu-
tions of teachers and to promote greater re-
spect and understanding for the teaching
profession; and

Whereas a number of organizations rep-
resenting educators, such as the National
Education Association and the National Par-
ent Teacher Association, are hosting teacher
appreciation events in recognition of ‘‘Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives thanks and promotes the profession of
teaching to encourage students, parents,
school administrators, and public officials to
participate in teacher appreciation events
during National Teacher Appreciation Week.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 374 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today to recognize the impor-
tant role teachers play in the edifi-
cation of our Nation. Madam Speaker,
we celebrated National Teacher Appre-
ciation Week from May 3 through May
10. The national PTA created Teacher
Appreciation Week in 1984 to show
gratitude to the many teachers of our
United States. It is a chance for us to
thank those individuals who have con-
tributed to society in ways that cannot
be measured. It is a chance for us to
recognize the selflessness and dedica-
tion that teachers continue to show,
and it is a chance for us to promote
greater respect and understanding for
the teaching profession.

Madam Speaker, we know that hav-
ing good teachers greatly improves the
outcomes of our Nation’s youth. Dur-
ing the last decade, a body of evidence
has grown to support the notion that
teacher quality is an important factor
in determining student achievement.
In fact, research tells us that teacher
quality accounts for the majority of
variance in student learnings and test
scores. Highly qualified teachers serve
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as excellent role models and instill a
love for knowledge and lifelong learn-
ing in our students.

We all know that teaching is an im-
portant profession that deserves our
support and respect. Teachers have the
important job of shaping tomorrow’s
leaders. Those in the teaching profes-
sion work tirelessly for little reward,
and good teachers constantly reflect on
their lessons and modify instruction to
reach the diverse needs of students in
their classrooms.

Quality teachers hone their skills
and are experts not only in their sub-
ject matter but also at connecting with
young people and making learning
come alive. Teaching is a dynamic pro-
fession, and educators continually at-
tend professional development in order
to sharpen their skills and increase
their own knowledge.

Unfortunately, research has also
shown us that negative effects of
teacher shortages exist. It is impera-
tive that schools and communities sup-
port teachers. National Teacher Appre-
ciation Week is an opportunity for us
to all pause and recognize the selfless
dedication of our Nation’s educators.
In a survey of teachers across the coun-
try, nearly one-half said the best gift
they could receive was a simple ‘‘thank
you.”

Madam Speaker, once again, I ex-
press my support for National Teacher
Appreciation Week, and I hope this res-
olution serves as a big ‘‘thank you” to
all of the teaching profession. I encour-
age everyone to take a moment and re-
flect on a motivational teacher that
helped you realize your potential and
reach your dream.

I want to thank Representative
GRAVES for bringing this resolution to
the floor, and I urge my colleagues to
pass this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 374, recog-
nizing the roles and contributions of
America’s teachers in building and en-
hancing our Nation’s civic, cultural,
and economic well-being, and sup-
porting National Teacher Appreciation
Week.
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Teachers make a lasting impression
on America’s young people and are key
to the development of students in the
classroom. I bet that almost every
Member of this Chamber could name at
least one teacher that had a profound
impact on their lives and helped shape
the person they are today.

This resolution is important because
it provides public recognition to those
individuals who have dedicated their
lives to helping educate our youth. Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week,
which took place May 3-10, is an act of
gratitude that reminds us how impor-
tant teachers are and the integral role
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they play in our lives. It is important
that we recognize teachers for the crit-
ical work they do in improving our Na-
tion civically, culturally, and economi-
cally.

Well-trained, dedicated, and skilled
teachers are vitally important to the
fabric of our country. This Chamber
often discusses the importance of en-
suring that our high school and college
graduates are able to compete in the
global marketplace. Having top-notch
graduates who are able to think both
creatively and analytically is vital as
our country competes with other coun-
tries like China and India, who are also
stepping up their efforts to produce
high-quality graduates. We only get
these types of graduates when we have
in place a dedicated and skilled teacher
workforce. Congress has placed an em-
phasis on these attributes which has
led to an increased demand for high-
quality, experienced teachers. In this
vein, I am pleased to see the Presi-
dent’s support of the Teacher Incentive
Fund, which rewards principals and
teachers for the hard work they do.

Teachers today devote an extraor-
dinary amount of time to teaching
young people and also spend a lot of
time on professional development,
their own education, and on class prep-
aration outside the classroom, often-
times for salaries that average about
$37,000 a year. The future of our Na-
tion’s children is dependent on the in-
dividuals that make these time, en-
ergy, and monetary commitments, and
they deserve recognition for such.

I stand in support of this resolution,
recognizing the roles and contributions
of America’s teachers and recognizing
National Teacher Appreciation Week,
and I thank my colleague, Mr. GRAVES
from Missouri, for introducing this res-
olution.

I ask for my colleagues’ support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Does the gentleman
from Kentucky have any further speak-
ers?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I do
have one other speaker.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
POE).

Mr. POE of Texas. I thank the gen-
tleman from Kentucky for yielding.

Madam Speaker, Aristotle once
wrote that ‘‘teachers are to be given
the highest honor because they teach
us how to live well,” and of course,
that’s a correct statement.

Today, I am proud to rise in support
of America’s teachers and pleased to be
a cosponsor of H. Res. 374. This meas-
ure recognizes the significant roles and
contributions that America’s teachers
have made to building and enhancing
our country.

The United States Census Bureau re-
ports that today there are more than 6
million schoolteachers throughout the
United States, not counting all the
other types of teachers in this country.
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I come from a long line of teachers.
My mother was a schoolteacher. My
wife’s a schoolteacher. My three daugh-
ters are trained teachers. Two of them
teach young kids at the elementary
level, God bless them, and one of them
is a professor at Baylor University. The
most influential person that taught me
in public school was my seventh grade
Texas history teacher, Ms. Wilson.

But teaching isn’t just a tradition in
my family. Teaching has been a tradi-
tion in this country since its very in-
ception. At our Nation’s founding, of
course, most of the teaching happened
at home under the instruction of par-
ents. Today, parents have many op-
tions when it comes to the education of
their children. Some are taught in pri-
vate schools, others in public schools.
Some are charter schools, and others
continue to be educated at home.

Regardless of where the education
takes place, teachers play a primary
role in equipping our youth to be good
citizens, to take pride in the demo-
cratic heritage of our Nation, and to be
competitive in the marketplace of
ideas.

An American author and historian
Henry Adams once said, ‘‘A teacher af-
fects eternity. The teacher can never
tell where that influence stops.”

Mr. Adams was right. Let’s be sure to
let the teachers who have touched our
lives and the lives of our children know
how thankful we, as a Nation, are.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back our time.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I guess
the role of teachers in our lives is quite
profound. I think we can each think of
that teacher or those teachers who
made that impact on us to perhaps
allow us to achieve our individual best
or create a career path.

That being said, I was recently with
some students from the State of Mary-
land who gathered here at the Capitol
to celebrate their thank you notes in
joint fashion. It’s a great recognition
nationwide to pay tribute to a very
sound profession, one that impacts our
present and our future.

For those reasons, I suggest strongly
that we support the resolution before
the House, House Resolution 374.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time,
Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 374.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.
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The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL CHILD
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 438) expressing sup-
port for designation of September as
‘““National Child Awareness Month’’.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 438

Whereas millions of American children and
youth represent the hopes and future of our
Nation;

Whereas numerous individuals, children’s
organizations, and youth-serving organiza-
tions that work with children and youth col-
laborate to provide invaluable services to en-
rich and better the lives of the young;

Whereas heightening awareness of and in-
creasing support for organizations that pro-
vide access to healthcare, social services,
education, the arts, sports, and other serv-
ices will assist in the development of char-
acter and the future success of our Nation’s
youth;

Whereas September is a time when par-
ents, families, teachers, school administra-
tors, and communities in general increase
their focus on children and youth nationwide
as the school year begins;

Whereas September is a time for the people
of the United States as a whole to highlight
and be mindful of the needs of children and
youth;

Whereas the House of Representatives
unanimously passed H. Res. 1296 in 2008 to
support the designation of September as
‘‘National Child Awareness Month’’;

Whereas private corporations and busi-
nesses have joined with hundreds of national
and local charitable organizations through-
out the Nation in support of a month-long
focus on children and youth; and

Whereas designating September 2009 as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month would recog-
nize that a long-term commitment to chil-
dren and youth is in the public interest, and
will encourage widespread support for the
charities and organizations that seek to pro-
vide a better future for the children and
youth of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the designation of a National
Child Awareness Month to promote aware-
ness of children’s charities and youth-serv-
ing organizations across the United States
and recognizes their efforts on behalf of chil-
dren and youth as a critical contribution to
the future of our Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 438 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 438, which
designates September as National
Child Awareness Month.

Today, thousands of individuals, such
as guardians, effective teachers, and
youth-serving organizations, enhance
the lives of young people and prepare
them for success. They recognize that
without the appropriate supports, the
children of our country cannot grow
into healthy, educated, self-sufficient
adults.

National Child Awareness Month is
an opportunity for this country to
honor her children’s charities and
youth-serving organizations across the
United States that uplift our youth.
Organizations such as the YMCA, one
of the Nation’s most prominent youth-
serving organizations, is an example. It
serves almost 9.5 million children each
year. They have implemented over
500,000 programs nationwide to
strengthen the mind, the body, and the
soul of our youth.

Of course, the YMCA is not alone
when it comes to serving our youth.
The Boys and Girls Clubs, Big Brother
Big Sister, the Children’s Defense
Fund, the National Education Associa-
tion, and many other organizations
have a long history of providing sup-
port for our children and youth.

While we want to designate Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month, we must also remember that it
is a long-term commitment that will
ensure the advancement of our chil-
dren. This long-term commitment in-
cludes the President’s education,
health care, and environment agenda
that I look forward to working with
my colleagues in the House and Senate
in making a reality. Our children de-
serve no less.

I want to thank Representative
SANCHEZ for bringing this resolution
forward.

Madam Speaker, once again, I ex-
press my support for House Resolution
438, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 438, express-
ing support for designation of Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month.

Last year, the House unanimously
passed House Resolution 1296 to sup-
port the designation of September as
National Child Awareness Month. In
2008, that resolution was sponsored by
my colleague, Representative KEN CAL-
VERT, the lead Republican sponsor of
the resolution we are here to support
today.

In preparation for each new school
year, parents, families, teachers,
school administrators, and commu-
nities focus even more fully on children
and youth during the month of Sep-
tember. Designating September as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month helps to
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promote our attentiveness to children’s
charities and youth-serving organiza-
tions across the United States.

Private corporations and businesses
have joined with hundreds of national
and local charitable organizations
throughout the Nation in support of a
month-long focus on children and
youth.

Children and youth-serving organiza-
tions provide access to health care, so-
cial services, education, the arts,
sports, and other services that assist in
the development of character and the
future success of our Nation’s youth.

Children’s charities and youth-serv-
ing organizations provide invaluable
services to enrich the lives of the Na-
tion’s children on a daily basis.
Through this resolution, Congress is
able to recognize the efforts of these
organizations on behalf of children and
youth as a positive investment for the
future of our Nation.

Designating September as National
Child Awareness Month acknowledges
the inherent public interest that a
long-term commitment to children and
youth promotes. I stand in support of
this resolution. I ask for my col-
leagues’ support in designating Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the im-
portance of recognizing the impact we
can have on our children through pro-
grams, through resources, through leg-
islation, through budgeted areas that
can support their development are all
reason to support this legislation
which brings it to laser sharp focus
during the month of September where
we dedicate a month to growing aware-
ness of the needs of our children.

For those reasons, I strongly support
this resolution and encourage our col-
leagues to do likewise.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, as the sponsor of H. Res.
438 | rise in support of this bipartisan resolu-
tion expressing support for recognizing the
month of September as National Child Aware-
ness Month.

My colleague from California, Congressman
KEN CALVERT and | were pleased to introduce
H. Res. 438 because it will raise awareness of
children’s charities and youth-serving organi-
zations across the United States. This resolu-
tion recognizes that these organizations’ ef-
forts on behalf of children and youth are crit-
ical contributions to the future of our nation.

As we know, September is traditionally
back-to-school month, a time when families
focus on preparing children for the coming
school year. In addition to academic prepara-
tion, it is also a time when the American public
should be focused on the physical, social and
economic well-being of our nation’s children.

It is my hope that H. Res. 438 will encour-
age more individuals to volunteer for or con-
tribute to causes that help our children.

An enhanced awareness of children’s char-
ittes and youth-serving organizations, made
possible by this resolution, will assist these or-
ganizations’ efforts to encourage volunteers to
become involved in the lives of the most dis-
advantaged children in our communities
across the country.
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| am confident that National Child Aware-
ness Month will serve as a banner that will
unite charitable organizations of diverse mis-
sions, size, geography and scope to focus on
a common goal—improving the lives of our
nation’s youth.

Many non-profit youth-serving organizations
and charities across the country have ex-
pressed their strong support for the recogni-
tion of September as National Child Aware-
ness Month.

I am hopeful that president Obama will
share my enthusiasm and issue a Presidential
Proclamation to designate September as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month. With his sup-
port, both public and private programs across
the nation will be acknowledged for their con-
tributions to ensuring our children’s well-being.

In the meantime, | would like to thank my
colleagues for their unanimous support for the
adoption of H. Res. 438—National Child
Awareness Month as it will serve to bring the
nation’s focus back to the one resource that
guarantees our future success—our children.

I yield back my time, Madam Speak-
er.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 438.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FRAUD ENFORCEMENT AND
RECOVERY ACT OF 2009

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendment
to the House amendments to the Sen-
ate bill (S. 386) to improve enforcement
of mortgage fraud, securities fraud, fi-
nancial institution fraud, and other
frauds related to federal assistance and
relief programs, for the recovery of
funds lost to these frauds, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate amendment to
the House amendments is as follows:

Senate amendment to House amendments:

On page 31, line 13, after ‘‘the Commission”
insert: “, including an affirmative vote of at
least one member appointed under subpara-
graph (C) or (D) of subsection (b)(1)”’

Resolved further, That the Senate agree to
the amendment of the House of Representa-
tives to the title of the aforesaid bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the bill, S. 386, the
Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act
of 2009, is a bill crafted to combat the
financial fraud that contributed to
causing, and worsening, our Nation’s
mortgage crisis, as well as other finan-
cial schemes such as securities fraud,
ID theft, and organized retail theft.
Not only does the bill clarify certain
Criminal Code sections, but more im-
portantly, it provides resources to law
enforcement agencies to enforce
present antifraud statutes.

This is essentially the same bill the
House passed 2 weeks ago, with a minor
amendment that the Senate added be-
fore it approved the House-amended
bill last week, by unanimous consent.

It also keeps the independent bipar-
tisan commission proposed by the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LLARSON)
to examine more broadly the cir-
cumstances giving rise to the current
financial crisis.

The Senate has clarified the sub-
poena power of the commission to
specify that at least one Republican-
appointed commissioner must approve
the issuance of any subpoena.

I would like to thank, once again, the
chairman of the full Judiciary Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS); the ranking member of
the full committee, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH); the ranking
member of the Crime Subcommittee,
Mr. GOHMERT; and other Members of
the committee, such as the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) as well as the
gentlelady from Illinois (Mrs.
BIGGERT), and our colleagues in the
other body for their help in making
this such a strong bipartisan bill.

I urge my colleagues to support the
bill and to send it to the President.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, S. 386, the Fraud
Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009
improves current criminal and civil
fraud statutes to help the Federal Gov-
ernment bring predatory lenders and
unscrupulous financial institutions to
justice.

Judiciary Chairman CONYERS and
Ranking Member SMITH sponsored the
companion legislation in the House,
H.R. 1748, the Fight Fraud Act of 2009.
S. 386, as amended, merges these two
important pieces of legislation to-
gether to provide comprehensive and
effective solutions to combating mort-
gage fraud, securities fraud, and other
financial crimes.

The House passed this legislation in
early May with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support.
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The Senate has returned the bill to
us with one important change. Section
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5 of the bill creates a Financial Crisis
Inquiry Commission within the legisla-
tive branch. This commission is
charged with examining the causes,
both domestic and global, of the cur-
rent financial and economic crisis in
the United States and reporting its
findings to Congress.

The bill grants the commission the
authority to issue subpoenas, as nec-
essary, to conduct its investigation and
meet its obligation to Congress. A sub-
poena may be issued only by the agree-
ment of the chairperson and vice chair-
person or by approval from a majority
of the commission’s members.

The Senate amendment clarifies that
a majority vote must include the vote
of at least one Member appointed by ei-
ther the minority leader of the House
or the minority leader of the Senate.

This provides additional assurance
that the examination undertaken by
the commission, and in its exercise of
subpoena authority, will not be politi-
cized. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield 3 minutes
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS.)

Mr. BURGESS. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. My concern today
involves just that creation of a finan-
cial commission. I spoke on this when
the bill passed this House earlier this
month.

Madam Speaker, I'm generally not in
favor of commissions. I think Congress
needs to do the work that the people
sent us here to do. But if we have to
create a commission then, please, let
us create that commission so it is
above reproach, so that it does not ap-
pear to have a political agenda.

The 9/11 Commission really should be
the model that this body uses for the
creation of this financial commission.
After all, the events we saw in Sep-
tember of 2008 have been very dev-
astating to this country, even as the
events of September 2001 were dev-
astating to this country.

We have not looked back into the
causes of this crisis. We have not held
anyone accountable. Most importantly,
since we don’t know what went wrong,
we don’t know how to keep it from
happening again.

Congressman BRADY from Texas and
myself introduced a bill earlier this
year for just such a commission, H.R.
2111, but it differs substantially from
the bill under consideration today. The
bill we are considering again creates a
10-member commission, but composed
of 6 Democrats and 4 Republicans.

The 9/11 Commission was split 50-50.
So why would we unbalance this com-
mission and, quite frankly, if there’s
guilt on one side, there’s guilt on the
other. And why would we tip the scale
in one direction or the other?

S. 386 allows the chairman of the
Senate Banking Committee to select a
commissioner. The chairman of the
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Senate Banking Committee may have
been part of the problem.

This bill allows the chairman of the
House Financial Services Committee
to appoint a representative to the com-
mission. The chairman of the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee may have
been part of the problem.

S. 386 creates an accountability com-
mission focused on protecting not the
people, but the government. H.R. 2111,
however, creates an accountability
commission focused on protecting tax-
payers and restoring public confidence,
something that is missing at this crit-
ical juncture.

This commission that we are author-
izing today is little more than a fig leaf
to provide some measure of congres-
sional cover. And, Madam Speaker,
when do we get the report? December
of 2010. Conveniently timed a month
after the next election. If we are so se-
rious about doing this, what is to pre-
vent us from wrapping this work up
within a year’s time, or September of
2010 at the latest, so that the American
people would have this information be-
fore they go to the polls next fall?

Now, I just want to close by quoting
a few lines from Investors Business
Daily, an article entitled: ‘‘Probe Your-
selves, from April 16, 2009.”” The article
says: ‘‘Regulators also deserve blame
for lowering lending standards that
then contributed to riskier home own-
ership and the housing bubble.” Ex-
actly correct.

Continuing to quote: ‘““As such, the
proposed commission will be little
more than a fig leaf to cover Congress’
own multitude of sins.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield the gen-
tleman 1 additional minute.

Mr. BURGESS. I thank the gen-
tleman. ‘‘Letting Members, the true
creators of this financial mess, to bash
business leaders as they pose as popu-
list saviors of Main Street from Wall
Street.”

Continuing to quote: ‘“On NPR
Thursday,” back in April, ‘‘a reporter
confronted Representative FRANK, the
chairman of the Financial Services
Committee, with the fact that his $300
billion Hope for Homeowners program
passed with much fanfare a year ago
that has so far helped one homeowner.”’
One. One homeowner. And the response
was: ‘It was the fault of the right. And
Bush.”

Quoting again: ‘“‘Truth is, the chair-
man’s party has been in charge since
2006. And during that time, Democrats
have presided over one of the most dis-
graceful and least accomplished Con-
gresses in history. This financial mess
began on their watch, yet they pretend
otherwise.”

Further quoting from the Investors
Business Daily, the commission that is
outlined ‘“won’t get to the bottom of
our financial crisis; it will carefully se-
lect scapegoats to be ritually shamed
by the liberal media, stripped of their
wealth, and exiled. Then new rules will

The
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be imposed that will no doubt make
things worse. And the cycle will begin
again.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has again ex-
pired.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield the gen-
tleman an additional 2 minutes.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker,
quoting again: ‘“Wall Street didn’t cre-
ate this subprime mess. Congress,
through repeated interventions in
healthy markets, did. And when the
whole thing failed, it was Congress’
fault.”

Investors Business Daily concludes
by saying: “We’d be happy to support a
9/11-style commission to look into the
causes of the financial meltdown. But
only if Congress agrees to put itself
under the microscope. Anything less
would be a sham.”

Madam Speaker, they’re exactly cor-
rect. It will be a sham. The American
people will see through this. We should
do this correctly. If we’re going to have
a commission, it should be a 50-50 bi-
partisan split.

Let’s investigate. Let’s figure out
what went wrong. Most importantly,
rather than just assigning blame, let us
create an environment where this
never is able to happen again.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, the bill as it’s before us
passed the Senate by unanimous con-
sent. I urge my colleagues to concur in
the Senate amendment, thereby pass-
ing the bill so it can go to the Presi-
dent so that resources can be made
available to law enforcement and those
who are guilty of fraudulent schemes
can be held accountable. I would urge
us to pass the bill.

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of S. 386, the Fraud Enforcement
and Recovery Act. This legislation provides
the Department of Justice with the tools it
needs to fight fraud in the use of funds under
TARP and the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act. S. 386 has a number of provi-
sions that seek to protect Americans by ensur-
ing the agencies tasked with investigating and
prosecuting mortgage and financial fraud have
the funding and personnel they need to do so.
| am also pleased the House recognizes the
need for increased accountability for mortgage
lending businesses not directly regulated or in-
sured by the Federal Government, an industry
responsible for nearly half the residential mort-
gage market before the housing crash.

| am more hesitant to support other provi-
sions of S. 386. This bill includes an amend-
ment to establish a special commission to in-
vestigate the causes of the current financial
crisis. | believe that any such commission
should be comprised of members of this body,
who are furthermore from the committees of
jurisdiction relevant to the matter. | have intro-
duced a resolution, H. Res. 345, to do pre-
cisely that. It is my long-held belief that the
Congress should, contrary to the prevailing
fashion of the times, conduct, its own over-
sight work. For the simple fact that members
of this body will ultimately write the legislation
to re-impose a strict regulatory framework
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upon the financial services industry, they
should be personally involved in vigorous ef-
forts to expose the many and sundry causes
of this country’s recent economic collapse. In
brief, well-informed members of Congress
write more effective legislation.

With this in mind, | voice my support for ag-
gressive oversight of the financial services in-
dustry, but respectfully object to the manner in
which S. 386, as amended, mandates it be
performed.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendments to the
Senate bill, S. 386.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

————
0 1833

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HEINRICH) at 6 o’clock
and 33 minutes p.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 111-113) on the
resolution (H. Res. 450) waiving a re-
quirement of clause 6(a) of rule XIII
with respect to consideration of certain
resolutions reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings

will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

House Resolution 300, by the yeas and
nays;

Concurring in the Senate amendment
to the House amendments to S. 386, de
novo;

House Resolution 442, by the yeas and
nays.

Remaining postponed votes will be
taken later in the week.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

CONGRATULATING CAMP DUDLEY
ON ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 300, as amended,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ToNKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 300, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 388, nays 0,
not voting 45, as follows:

[Roll No. 267]

YEAS—388
Abercrombie Brown-Waite, Davis (KY)
Ackerman Ginny Davis (TN)
Aderholt Buchanan DeFazio
Adler (NJ) Burgess DeGette
Akin Burton (IN) DeLauro
Alexander Butterfield Dent
Altmire Buyer Diaz-Balart, L.
Andrews Calvert Diaz-Balart, M.
Arcuri Camp Dicks
Austria Campbell Dingell
Baca Cantor Doggett
Bachmann Cao Donnelly (IN)
Bachus Capito Doyle
Baird Capps Dreier
Baldwin Capuano Driehaus
Barrow Cardoza Duncan
Bartlett Carnahan Edwards (MD)
Barton (TX) Carson (IN) Edwards (TX)
Bean Carter Ehlers
Becerra Cassidy Ellsworth
Berkley Castle Emerson
Berman Castor (FL) Engel
Berry Chaffetz Eshoo
Bilbray Chandler Etheridge
Bilirakis Childers Fallin
Bishop (GA) Clarke Farr
Bishop (NY) Clay Fattah
Bishop (UT) Cleaver Filner
Blackburn Clyburn Flake
Blumenauer Coble Fleming
Blunt Coffman (CO) Forbes
Boccieri Cohen Fortenberry
Boehner Cole Foster
Bonner Conaway Foxx
Bono Mack Connolly (VA) Frank (MA)
Boozman Conyers Franks (AZ)
Boren Cooper Frelinghuysen
Boswell Costa Fudge
Boucher Courtney Gallegly
Boustany Crenshaw Giffords
Boyd Crowley Gingrey (GA)
Brady (PA) Cuellar Gohmert
Brady (TX) Culberson Gonzalez
Braley (IA) Cummings Goodlatte
Bright Dahlkemper Gordon (TN)
Broun (GA) Davis (CA) Granger
Brown (SC) Dayvis (IL) Green, Al
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Green, Gene
Griffith
Guthrie
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kaptur
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Manzullo
Markey (CO)

Barrett (SC)
Biggert
Brown, Corrine
Carney
Costello
Davis (AL)
Deal (GA)
Delahunt
Ellison
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Graves
Grayson
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Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)

Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Space
Spratt
Stearns
Sutton
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—45

Grijalva
Gutierrez
Harman
Holden
Johnson (IL)
Kanjorski
Kennedy
Kissell
Kosmas
Lewis (GA)
Maloney
Marchant
McCollum

Mica

Moran (VA)

Rohrabacher

Ryan (OH)

Sanchez, Linda
T.

Sanchez, Loretta

Shuler

Smith (WA)

Snyder

Souder

Speier

Stark
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Stupak Towns Watt
Sullivan Wamp
Tanner Waters
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FRAUD ENFORCEMENT AND
RECOVERY ACT OF 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and concurring in
the Senate amendment to the House
amendments to the Senate bill, S. 386.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendments to the
Senate bill, S. 386.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 338, nays 52,
not voting 43, as follows:

[Roll No. 268]

YEAS—338

Abercrombie Cantor Doyle
Ackerman Cao Dreier
Aderholt Capito Driehaus
Adler (NJ) Capps Edwards (MD)
Alexander Capuano Edwards (TX)
Altmire Cardoza Ellsworth
Andrews Carnahan Emerson
Arcuri Carson (IN) Engel
Austria Cassidy Eshoo
Baca Castle Etheridge
Bachus Castor (FL) Fallin
Baird Chandler Farr
Baldwin Childers Fattah
Barrow Clarke Filner
Bean Clay Fleming
Becerra Cleaver Forbes
Berkley Clyburn Fortenberry
Berman Coble Foster
Berry Coffman (CO) Frank (MA)
Bilbray Cohen Frelinghuysen
Bilirakis Connolly (VA) Fudge
Bishop (GA) Conyers Gallegly
Bishop (NY) Cooper Giffords
Blumenauer Costa Gingrey (GA)
Blunt Courtney Gohmert
Boccieri Crenshaw Gonzalez
Bonner Crowley Goodlatte
Bono Mack Cuellar Gordon (TN)
Boozman Cummings Green, Al
Boren Dahlkemper Green, Gene
Boswell Davis (CA) Griffith
Boucher Dayvis (IL) Guthrie
Boyd Davis (TN) Hall (NY)
Brady (PA) DeFazio Hall (TX)
Braley (IA) DeGette Halvorson
Bright DeLauro Hare
Brown (SC) Dent Harper
Brown-Waite, Diaz-Balart, L. Hastings (FL)

Ginny Diaz-Balart, M. Hastings (WA)
Buchanan Dicks Heinrich
Butterfield Dingell Heller
Buyer Doggett Herger
Calvert Donnelly (IN) Herseth Sandlin

Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kagen
Kaptur
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Klein (FL)
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Maffei
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
MclIntyre

Akin
Bachmann
Bartlett
Barton (TX)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Boehner
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Broun (GA)
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Camp
Campbell
Carter
Chaffetz
Cole
Conaway

Barrett (SC)
Biggert

Brown, Corrine
Carney
Costello

McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Payne
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce

NAYS—52

Culberson
Davis (KY)
Duncan
Ehlers
Flake

Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Garrett (NJ)
Granger
Hensarling
Johnson, Sam
Jordan (OH)
King (IA)
Kingston
Kline (MN)
Lamborn
Latta

Lucas

Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sestak
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Space
Spratt
Stearns
Sutton
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Lummis
Mack
Manzullo
McHenry
Miller (FL)
Myrick
Neugebauer
Olson

Paul

Pence

Price (GA)
Sessions
Shadegg
Smith (NE)
Thornberry
Westmoreland

NOT VOTING—43

Davis (AL)
Deal (GA)
Delahunt
Ellison
Gerlach

Graves
Grayson
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Harman
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Holden Mica Speier
Johnson (IL) Moran (VA) Stark
Kanjorski Rohrabacher Stupak
Kennedy Ryan (OH) Sullivan
Kissell Sanchez, Linda Tanner
Kosmas T. Towns
Lewis (GA) Sanchez, Loretta Wamp
Maloney Shuler Waters
Marchant Smith (WA) Watt
McCollum Souder

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on this vote.

O 1909

Mr. ROYCE changed his vote from
“nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
Senate amendment to the House
amendments was concurred in.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD
PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 442, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 442.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 377, nays 10,
not voting 46, as follows:

[Roll No. 269]

YEAS—377
Abercrombie Boswell Cohen
Ackerman Boucher Cole
Aderholt Boustany Conaway
Adler (NJ) Boyd Connolly (VA)
Alexander Brady (PA) Conyers
Altmire Brady (TX) Cooper
Andrews Braley (IA) Costa
Arcuri Bright Courtney
Austria Brown (SC) Crenshaw
Baca Brown-Waite, Crowley
Bachmann Ginny Cuellar
Bachus Buchanan Culberson
Baird Burgess Cummings
Baldwin Burton (IN) Dahlkemper
Barrow Butterfield Davis (CA)
Bartlett Buyer Davis (IL)
Barton (TX) Calvert Davis (KY)
Bean Camp Dayvis (TN)
Becerra Cantor DeFazio
Berkley Cao DeGette
Berman Capito DeLauro
Berry Capuano Dent
Bilbray Cardoza Diaz-Balart, L.
Bilirakis Carnahan Diaz-Balart, M.
Bishop (GA) Carson (IN) Dicks
Bishop (NY) Carter Dingell
Bishop (UT) Cassidy Doggett
Blackburn Castle Donnelly (IN)
Blumenauer Chandler Doyle
Blunt Childers Dreier
Boccieri Clarke Driehaus
Boehner Clay Duncan
Bonner Cleaver Edwards (MD)
Bono Mack Clyburn Edwards (TX)
Boozman Coble Ehlers
Boren Coffman (CO) Ellsworth
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Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Guthrie
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kaptur
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Linder

AKin
Broun (GA)
Campbell
Chaffetz

Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
BE.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Manzullo
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
MeclIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel

NAYS—10

Flake

King (IA)
Kingston
McClintock
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Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Space
Spratt
Stearns
Sutton
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Paul
Shadegg

NOT VOTING—46

Barrett (SC) Gutierrez Sanchez, Linda
Biggert Harman T.

Brown, Corrine Holden Sanchez, Loretta
Capps Johnson (IL) Shuler

Carney Kanjorski Smith (WA)
Castor (FL) Kennedy Souder
Costello Kissell Speier

Davis (AL) Kosmas Stark

Deal (GA) Lewis (GA) Stupak
Delahunt Maloney Sullivan
Ellison Marchant

Gerlach McCollum Tanner
Gohmert Mica Towns

Graves Moran (VA) Wamp

Grayson Rohrabacher Waters
Grijalva Ryan (OH) Watt

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on this vote.

0 1916

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber today.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes 267, 268 and 269.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, due to mechanical
problems relating to US Airways flight #859, |
was unavoidably detained and was unable to
vote on rollcalls 267, 268, and 269. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
each of these measures.

————

HONORING THE SACRIFICE OF
PETTY OFFICER SECOND CLASS
TYLER TRAHAN

(Mr. NYE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NYE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the life, the service and the sac-
rifice of Petty Officer Second Class
Tyler Trahan, who was killed in action
by a roadside bomb outside Fallujah,
Iraq, on April 30.

Petty Officer Trahan was an explo-
sive ordnance disposal technician, one
of the most dangerous assignments, as-
signed to Unit 12 based in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, and at the time of his death, he
was deployed with the SEAL team
based out of Virginia Beach.

Three years ago, like his father and
grandfather before him, he signed up to
bravely serve his country in uniform,
telling his hometown mnewspaper, ‘I
want to go and fight for the freedom I
enjoyed growing up.”’

During his service, he earned numer-
ous commendations and medals, in-
cluding a Bronze Star with a Combat
“V” Distinguishing Device and a Pur-
ple Heart.

On Sunday I had the opportunity to
have dinner with the warfighters of the

May 18, 2009

EOD Unit 10, which was based in Nor-
folk, like Trahan’s unit. In an asym-
metric conflict, where we are faced not
with tanks and planes, but with road-
side bombs with cell phone triggers,
our EOD personnel, like Tylar Trahan,
are critical for our success in the re-
gion.

Tyler Trahan was killed while per-
forming his duties in al Anbar Prov-
ince. While we may never know how
many lives were saved by his actions,
we must ensure that his life, his serv-
ice and his sacrifice are never forgot-
ten.

————

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S RHETORIC
CONTRADICTS HIS ACTIONS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, President Obama last week
told a town hall audience that ‘“‘we are
mortgaging our children’s future with
more and more debt.” He talked about
how borrowing would lead to higher in-
terest rates. I appreciate the President
acknowledging these dangers. Unfortu-
nately, it is his budget and his allies in
Congress that will produce more debt
in the next decade than all previous ad-
ministrations combined. They are his
policies that are borrowing too much,
spending too much and taxing too
much.

On the other hand, Republicans con-
tinue to offer a better way forward.
Our policies would help small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs have the cap-
ital and freedom to innovate and create
jobs.

At some point, the President’s ac-
tions need to match his words. Amer-
ican families cannot afford for Presi-
dent Obama to try to have it both
ways.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

AMERICA’S NATIONAL SECURITY
DEPENDS ON A STRONG MANU-
FACTURING BASE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Across the United
States, the word in the last few weeks
is that America is going to lose many
auto plants that provide thousands of
jobs that have kept the economy of
communities going for generations.
And with that, thousands of dealer-
ships now will close.

Think about it, America. America is
going out of the car business. We are
going out of the steel business. The
things that enable us to defend our
country we are giving up.

We have a resolution, House Resolu-
tion 444, which says that it is time that
America took a stand and had a stra-
tegic industrial policy which declares
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that the maintenance of steel, auto-
motive, aerospace and shipping is vital
to our national security.

With China now getting bragging
rights about how they are moving their
auto industry forward and with Amer-
ica having about a $700 billion trade
deficit with China, isn’t it time that
America woke up and started restoring
our auto industry instead of pushing it
into bankruptcy?

———
DEBT DAY

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise because April 26
was Debt Day.

Debt Day is the day that the Federal
Government runs out of revenue and
starts paying for its reckless spending
by borrowing more money. This means
that all of the money spent by the Fed-
eral Government for the rest of the
year will either be borrowed from other
countries or, as the gentleman who
preceded me here on this side of the
aisle said, or borrowed from future gen-
erations.

Deficits are nothing new in Wash-
ington. And it is not a one-party dis-
ease. However, American families and
small businesses across the country are
tightening their belts, and certainly
Congress needs to do the same.

Instead, the Obama administration
offers a budget that doubles the na-
tional debt in 8 years, and by 2012, the
American people will be paying $1 bil-
lion per day in net interest on that
debt.

The American people know that we
cannot borrow and spend our way back
to economic health. The path to eco-
nomic recovery starts with fiscal re-
sponsibility.

I believe that the Federal Govern-
ment should follow the example set by
our Nation’s families and eliminate
unneeded and excessive spending.

——
HOUSTON ROCKETS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. There
comes a time when you need to ac-
knowledge the hometown team and
thank them for their best effort. The
Rockets wanted to win. They put their
heart in it. They came back in game 6.
They came back in other games. They
were down 20 points or more in other
games. They lost by a large amount,
but they came back. And boy, did they
give us a game in game 6.

So you can see the faces of the Hous-
ton Rockets. And I'm cheering them
on. Congratulations for getting into
this part of the NBA, getting into what
they have not done before, which is the
playoffs. So I am grateful for the young
team that they are. Some that don’t
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have height, we are aware of the inju-
ries of some of our teammates, but
Houston is very proud. And we cele-
brated our Houston Rockets because
they did a darn good job. It is a good
lesson for young people to know in the
face of adversity, to keep on Kkeeping
on. That is what sports is all about.
And that is what the message is when
we tell our children to play, play fair,
have good judgment, have integrity
and keep on keeping on, and some day,
you will be a winner.

Winners never quit,
never win.

and quitters

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——————

AMERICANS ARE NOW IN THE CAR
BUSINESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple of the United States are now in the
car business. Our taxpayers own the
majority share of Chrysler, and maybe
General Motors before long.

Why? Wall Street financial shenani-
gans and fraud left banks without cred-
it to loan to dealers and to consumers
who wanted to buy cars in this very
credit-sensitive auto sector.

The result? Car sales started plum-
meting last year, and this occurred de-
spite the fact that the Big Three had
reached an important plateau in the
production of the cars of the future.

In 2007 Ford won 102 quality awards,
including AutoPacific’s Best in Class
for three models and Germany’s largest
auto magazine’s Auto 1 of Europe
Award for its S—-MAX.
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In 2008, Forbes awarded the 2008
Chrysler 300 ‘‘the highest-quality car in
the near-luxury category’ over the
Audi A4, BMW 3 Series, Lexus IS, and
Mercedes-Benz C Class.

Of the 15 global finalists for the 2008
Motor Trend Car of the Year Award,
the Big Three manufactured nine, the
Japanese only four, and the Europeans
two. The 2008 winner was GM’s Cadillac
CTS, which Motor Trend described as
“proof that Detroit can still build a
world-class car.”

America cannot afford to let the auto
industry vanish any more than we can
allow our national economy or defense
to vanish. They are inextricably
linked.

America needs an auto industry that
competes on a level playing field glob-
ally. And America needs Presidential
advisors who tell the President the
truth.

And what is the truth?

Truth 1: The U.S. auto industry was
poised to rebuild market share with its
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new models until the Wall Street-man-
ufactured financial crisis hit. In this
situation, Wall Street is the perpe-
trator and our auto industry and our
communities the victim.

Truth 2: The global market in which
our auto sector competes has been far
from fair for a very long time. Closed
markets and tax and trade policies
have really crippled our industry.

Truth 3: The unfair marketplace
players include Japan, South Korea,
and Communist China. Managed mar-
kets in Europe, as well, complicate the
playing field.

Japan has the third largest economy
in the world, but its automobile mar-
ket is essentially closed to American
carmakers. Import penetration in
Japan by all foreign firms is less than
3 percent, while Japanese companies
just in this country now command
more than half of our market share.

Until recent cutbacks, one manufac-
turer, Chrysler Jeep turned out more
vehicles at one factory, the Toledo
North Assembly Plant, in a single
month than the U.S. auto industry sold
in Japan and Korea, combined, in an
entire year. Superlative products made
by U.S. workers in U.S. factories are
still systematically barred entry into
the closed markets of Asia: Japan,
South Korea, and Communist China.

Truth 4: China and Mexico, whose
workers build vehicles the majority of
their populations cannot afford to buy,
while being paid subhuman wages, ex-
port cars anywhere in the world. We
are told now China and Mexico are
poised, through GM restructuring, to
deliver more cars to our country.
That’s right. To get GM profitable as
fast as possible, America must con-
tinue to shut plants down and
unemploy our own workers? What kind
of a solution is that?

Millions of our own people are falling
out of gainful employment, so we will
use our tax dollars to deep-six U.S.
workers while employing more Chinese
and Mexican citizens? What sense does
this make?

Why would any first-world nation
leave its auto sector in shambles?

America’s tax policy and our trade
policy are seriously out of whack. Ger-
many, through VAT, can export a vehi-
cle here and get a 19 percent credit.
Our vehicles there are saddled with a 19
percent tax. What’s fair about managed
markets all across the world that dis-
advantage autos from our Nation?

While the former administration and
Wall Street placed our auto industry
on the operating table, President
Obama had best ask his White House
advisors from Wall Street for the
truth.

Why have the credit lines to the
automotive sector been frozen for
months, like a tourniquet, cutting off
their blood supply?

Why are Japan and South Korea’s
markets still closed to American vehi-
cles?

Why do nations like Germany employ
a VAT tax to their advantage and our
detriment?
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Let’s get real before this White
House’s Wall Street advisors ask our
Nation to take more Chinese and Mexi-
can car imports while thousands upon
thousands of Main Street Americans
hit the unemployment lines.

Here is the plain, unvarnished truth.
The world might be flat in America be-
cause our markets are wide open, but
tax-and-trade terrain is mountainous
across the world for our country, sure-
ly in Asia and in Europe, in managed
markets, and even on our own con-
tinent where tariff and nontariff bar-
riers keep out our products.

What sense does it make for our mid-
dle class to prop up companies hitting
bottom from this financial crisis only
to have more jobs outsourced, resulting
in more unemployment here and more
citizens expecting care from our gov-
ernment?

It is time for this administration to
employ section 201 trade relief in order
to get our beleaguered industry back
on its feet.

And frankly,
truth.

it is time for some

GITMO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
administration plans to close the state-
of-the-art Guantanamo Bay detention
facility by January. The problem is,
they have no plan for what to do with
the terrorist detainees. These are the
people who have tried to kill Ameri-
cans, and they want to keep up their
sinful ways by trying to Kkill more
Americans. These are people picked up
off the battlefield, sometimes hiding
between children and women’s skirts in
villages. They were not wearing uni-
forms. They were not state sponsored,
but they were there for a reason, and
that was to kill innocent people.

For example, they use women and
children for two purposes: one, to hide
behind as cover, and the other reason is
to murder in the name of religion.
That’s why they’re called terrorists.
They try to inflict terror and fear in
all peoples.

Some of these people have been
waterboarded. They gave us vital infor-
mation that saved American lives. Ap-
parently, two plots were uncovered by
waterboarding. One crime was to crash
a plane into a Los Angeles skyscraper
and another to blow up the Brooklyn
Bridge.

I wonder if the would-be victims ap-
preciated the waterboarding?

What are we supposed to do to get
this information?

But some are now to be more con-
cerned about the treatment of Gitmo
detainees than they are about poten-
tial American victims. Maybe we don’t
have our priorities straight. And by the
way, Mr. Speaker, I have been to
Gitmo, and its facilities are better
than many American jails where we
keep Americans.
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Let’s look a little bit at history. Gen-
eral George Washington had a very dif-
ferent way of dealing with folks that
were captured who weren’t wearing
uniforms. A British spy named Major
John Andre, who was a buddy of Bene-
dict Arnold, fell into these -cir-
cumstances. After surveying West
Point, Benedict Arnold met with Andre
and gave him a sheaf of papers out-
lining the state of the garrison and the
arrangements that had been made for
its defense at West Point. Andre re-
moved his uniform as a senior British
officer, put on a plain coat, stuffed
Arnold’s secret instructions into his
silk stockings, and set off for New
York and his headquarters. Militiamen
caught up with him on the road, how-
ever, found the papers from Arnold in

his boots, and turned him over to
George Washington, who had him
hanged. Is that better than being

waterboarded?

So what do we do with these terror-
ists if we close Gitmo? If we take hun-
dreds of hard-core terrorists from an
isolated island like Gitmo and put
them in American prisons, we expose
the nearby communities, inmates, law
enforcement, prison guards, officials
and their families to the possibility of
payback, attacks aimed at breaking
them out or retaliation against the
community for holding them.

If they go to an American prison,
they, in all likelihood, would eventu-
ally be released into the United States.
That’s not good news.

We don’t want them brought to
Texas, by the way, Mr. Speaker. We
have enough problems from the Federal
Government neglecting our southern
border.

Last week, in the Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing, Attorney General
Holder couldn’t name one State that
wants these outlaws sent to them. So
what are we going to do?

Are we going to reopen Alcatraz and
put them there? Who knows?

Do we bring them here and try them
in our Federal courts?

Mr. Speaker, if we stop and take a
look at why we have separate legal sys-
tems for our citizens and for military
purposes, maybe the reasons will be
crystal clear even to administration
lawyers: The American domestic legal
system wasn’t built to deal with en-
emies in a war. Military courts have al-
ways handled combatants captured on
the battlefield.

Nonuniformed enemies in a time of
war do not have the same rights under
the U.S. Constitution as American citi-
zens, at least that’s what we have al-
ways thought.

So what’s next? Are our soldiers
going to have to warn terrorists of
their Miranda Rights?

Are the Army Rangers going to need
a search warrant from a Federal judge
to go into an al Qaeda hideout in Af-
ghanistan?

Will the troops need to consult a Fed-
eral lawyer and get permission to shoot
back when being shot at? Now,
wouldn’t that be helpful.
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So what is the administration going
to do with these terrorists?

They have set the date of January 22,
2010, to close down Gitmo. Let’s hope
the administration reevaluates its de-
cisions regarding letting these terror-
ists go and keep them locked up.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

HONORING STEWART WINSTEIN ON
HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Stewart Winstein, who turns
95 years young on May the 28th. Stew-
art is a giant of Rock Island County
and one of the most respected leaders
in my entire congressional district.

Stewart’s contributions to the Quad
Cities region are enough to fill up three
biographies. He was the longest serving
chairman in the history of the Rock Is-
land County Metropolitan Airport Au-
thority. In that position, he fostered
unprecedented growth at the Quad City
International Airport. He oversaw
major expansion projects, as well as
the increased security that resulted
from the September 11 terrorist at-
tacks. Through it all, Stewart was
committed to providing the people of
the Quad Cities with a safe, reliable,
and very bustling airport. The thou-
sands of people that fly in and out of
the Quad City airport are fortunate to
have had Stewart’s leadership and his
dedication.

From 1974 to 1978, Stewart served as
president of the Rock Island County
Welfare Information and Referral Serv-
ices. And as if that didn’t keep him
busy enough, he was also public admin-
istrator, public guardian, and conser-
vator during that time.

Amazingly, all the things I've named
so far were just Stewart’s extra-
curricular activities. His day job was
being the best attorney in all of Rock
Island County. Stewart is renowned for
the law firm he founded with his two
partners, Frank Wallace and Harrison
Kavensky, mnearly 50 years ago.
Winstein, Kavensky & Wallace has
withstood the test of time as a result
of the tremendous leadership of Stew-
art and the outstanding service he has
provided to all of his clients.

But it was in the arena of politics
that I got to know Stewart so well. He
is a fierce and articulate advocate of
the Democratic Party and our prin-
ciples. He worked tirelessly for local
Democrats, including myself and my
predecessor, Congressman Lane Evans.
Stewart has hosted events for can-
didates from the White House to the
courthouse at his home. He witnessed
history as a delegate to the 1968 Demo-
cratic Convention in Chicago and at-
tended several more in the years that
followed. He served long stints as vice
chairperson and treasurer of the Illi-
nois State Democratic Central Com-
mittee.
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To list Stewart’s numerous accom-
plishments only tells half the story.
Stewart is a great man. He always had
tremendous love for family, especially
his late wife, Dorothy. Dorothy was not
just Stewart’s wife, she was his very
best friend.

I have had the honor and privilege of
calling Stewart a longtime friend and
trusted advisor for many years. Our
community has benefited greatly from
his generosity and his goodwill. To put
it simply, the Quad Cities is a better
place to live because of Stewart
Winstein.

I would like to join Stewart’s son,
Arthur, his stepson, Max, and all of his
family and friends in wishing him a
very happy 956th birthday.

———

THE FAIR TAX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. INGLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to ask my colleagues that may
be supporters of the Fair Tax whether
we have got some parallel idea that we
have been, that I have been talking
about on this House floor for a while
now.

In the Fair Tax, what happens is you
reduce taxes, income taxes, payroll
taxes, those sorts of things, and you
impose a tax on consumption. And the
very good idea behind that is that you
want to tax the things that you don’t
necessarily want to incentivize, and
you want to free up from taxation
those things that you do want to
incentivize.

So right now, under our current Tax
Code, savings and investing, invest-
ments are treated shabbily in the Tax
Code. Consumption is treated pretty
well, because if you are a business, you
can deduct those things. And so the
idea is to turn that around. That’s one
of the good arguments for the Fair
Tax.

Now, of course, the downside of the
Fair Tax is that it comes with a pretty
substantial increase in the price of
goods sold if they are new goods be-
cause it’s a substantial consumption
tax, perhaps 23 percent. Of course, Fair
Tax proponents immediately point out
that that wouldn’t be the actual total
increase in the price of a good because
the income tax assumptions would
come out of the pricing of that prod-
uct; and so the dollar candy bar
wouldn’t be a $1.23, it would be some-
thing less than a $1.23 because the
candy bar company would not have to
pay income taxes, nor would the sugar
company and all the components. Good
arguments.

So I am wondering if it’s the same
thing as what I've been talking about
with a revenue-neutral carbon tax, the
same kind of deal, that what we are
doing here is we are switching what
you tax, swapping out one tax for an-
other.

So in the concept that I have been
describing here in a series of Special
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Orders, what we would do is we would
reduce taxes on payroll, and that’s
something we want more of, labor in-
dustry income, and we would impose a
tax, essentially a consumption tax, on
carbon dioxide.
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The result would be that the things
that would be incentivized would be
payroll, which is again labor, industry
work. The thing that would be
disincentivized would be carbon emis-
sions.

Now, the interesting thing is that it’s
sort of the son of fair tax, a much
smaller impact than fair tax—what I'm
talking about here when it comes to
the dollar shock—because in the case
of the fair tax, gasoline, presumably,
would go up by a 23 percent sales tax.
Natural gas would have a 23 percent
sales tax. Electricity would have a 23
percent sales tax on it. Now, of course,
some of that would be knocked down
by the income tax assumptions coming
out of the provisions of those products,
but the result would be a switch in
taxes in the fair taxes. It would be a
big, old switch from income taxes and
from those sorts of things—payroll
tax—to a consumption tax. What I'm
talking about is that it would be sort
of a small version of that where you
would take reduced payroll taxes and
then would impose a tax on carbon di-
oxide, but the difference between the
two is this:

In what I'm talking about, there
would be an incentive to switch tech-
nologies, too. In the fair tax, you are
talking about just hitting every new
product sold with a 23 percent sales
tax. In the case that I'm talking about,
you would be just targeting one par-
ticular kind of product. The result
would be that nuclear would be pos-
sible, that all kinds of new transpor-
tation fuels would be possible and that
we would be breaking this addiction to
oil, cleaning up the air and creating
new jobs in this sort of son of fair tax,
in this little, small version of a fair
tax. That is the fair tax plus this very
important technology shift.

That’s what I'm after, Mr. Speaker,
is that technology shift that can give
us an expansion of this economy and be
part of the means of our growing out of
this recession. We did it in the ’90s
with the productivity we got out of the
Internet and the PC. I think we can do
it again now with energy. Energy secu-
rity is our ticket out of this recession.
Similar to the tech boom in the 1990s,
this is our opportunity to grow the
economy and to clean up the air, to
create jobs and, by the way, to help
balance the Federal budget, because
that’s what happened in the late ’90s.
The growth of the economy because of
the productivity from the Internet and
the PC gave us new revenues.

I think we can do the same thing in
energy, but the start of it is getting
the economics right, and if we do that,
Mr. Speaker, I think we can help
change the energy insecurity of the
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United States into energy security. It

all starts with economics and with free

enterprise making it happen.
——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
U.S. STRATEGY IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, just last
week, the House approved a $96.7 bil-
lion spending bill that provides funding
for our military operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan. I joined many of my
House colleagues in voting for this
funding. Our men and women in uni-
form and troops in the field deserve the
best training and equipment our Na-
tion can provide.

While America’s military personnel
faithfully conduct their mission
abroad, elected officials here in Wash-
ington should take seriously their re-
sponsibility to develop a viable, long-
term strategy for these operations. I
have always voiced my support for the
United States military action to topple
the Taliban in Afghanistan following
the tragedy of September 11. Yet, near-
ly 8 years later, I am concerned that
the United States has not articulated a
clear strategy for victory or an end
point to our efforts in that country.

Because of this concern, I join more
than 70 Members of Congress in cospon-
soring H.R. 2404, Congressman JIM
MCGOVERN’s legislation to require the
Secretary of Defense to submit a report
to Congress outlining the exit strategy
for the United States military forces in
Afghanistan. Without focus and tar-
geted objectives, adding more man-
power to our efforts in Afghanistan
could cause the United States to go the
way of many great armies and leave
our troops in never-ending, no-win sit-
uations.

Many world leaders have noted that
military action in Afghanistan alone is
not going to free us of terrorism. Colo-
nel Douglas McGregor, a veteran of
Vietnam, put it well when he recently
wrote for the Armed Forces Journal:
“When national military strategy fails
to answer the question of purpose,
method and end state, military power
becomes an engine of destruction, not
just for its intended enemies but for its
supporting society and economy, too.”

The United States continues to de-
vote its blood and treasure in Afghani-
stan while the Afghan Government has
yet to purge itself of many who are
funneling support to the Taliban.
Meanwhile, here at home, money and
manpower are needed to address our
Nation’s serious economic concerns
and to protect our citizens from the vi-
olence at our southern border with
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Mexico where drug wars are growing
more dangerous every day. Given the
problem our Nation faces at home, we
need to make wise decisions about how
we spend our money and military re-
sources abroad.

Andrew Basevich is a West Point
graduate, a retired Army colonel, a
Vietnam and Gulf War veteran, a pro-
fessor, and a military historian. Mr.
Speaker, he is also the father of a son
who gave his life in Iraq in 2007. In an
article he wrote for the American Con-
servative, titled ‘“To Die for a Mys-
tique: The Lessons our Leaders didn’t
Learn from the Vietnam War,” I quote
Mr. Basevich: ‘‘Americans today pro-
fess to ‘support the troops,” but that
support is a mile wide and an inch
deep. It rarely translates into serious
or sustained public concern about
whether those same troops are being
used wisely and well. With the long war
already this Nation’s second most ex-
pensive conflict, trailing only to World
War II, and with the Federal Govern-
ment projecting trillion-dollar deficits
for years to come, how much can we af-
ford, and where is the money coming
from? The President who vows to
‘change the way Washington works’
has not yet exhibited the imagination
needed to conceive of an alternative to
the project that his predecessor
began.”

Mr. Speaker, again, that is from the
father of a son who died in 2007 for this
country. It is essential that the Presi-
dent work with his military com-
manders and with the Congress to de-
velop the best strategy for achieving
our goals and for wrapping up our mili-
tary commitment in Afghanistan. I
hope that many of my colleagues in
both parties will join me in cospon-
soring Congressman MCGOVERN’s legis-
lation, H.R. 2404.

Before closing, I ask God to please
bless our men and women in uniform. I
ask God to please bless the families of
our men and women in uniform. I ask
God, in his loving arms, to hold the
families who have given a child, a child
who has died for freedom in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. I close three times by
asking God: Please, please, please, God.
Continue to bless America.

————

THE STEAMROLLER OF SOCIALISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
this week, the Energy and Commerce
Committee will take up a bill that will
put a huge tax on every single family
in America—rich, poor and in between.
It’s going to hurt the people who can
afford this tax the least—the poor, the
retirees who are on a limited income.
It has been estimated that this tax is
going to increase the tax burden on
every single family by over $3,000. Most
families in this country can’t afford to
pay an extra $3,000 in taxes. Not only
that, it is going to raise the cost of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

every single good and service in Amer-
ica. Food is going to go up. Medicine is
going to go up. Health care insurance
is going to go up. Everything in this
country will go up because it’s an at-
tack on the energy producers and on
the energy consumers in America.

We have got to stop it. The American
people need to understand what this is
all about. It’s not about cleaning up
the environment. It’s about creating
more revenue for the Federal Govern-
ment to grow a bigger Federal Govern-
ment, a bigger socialistic government.
We are taxing too much. We are spend-
ing too much. We are borrowing too
much.

What this will do is it will steal our
grandchildren’s future. It is immoral.
The people who are promoting this
should be ashamed of themselves.
We’ve got to stop it, and the American
people need to stand up and say ‘‘no”’
to this tax-and-trade. I call it tax-and-
cap. A lot of people on our side call it
cap-and-tax. It’s about taxing. It’s
about more revenue for the Federal
Government. It’s about just taking
money from people who cannot afford
to give money to the Federal Govern-
ment. It’s about promoting an agenda
that FDR followed during the Great
Depression that extended deep into the
recession and depression during that
time. That is exactly what I believe is
going to happen to our economy if we
go down this road.

We have a steamroller of socialism
being driven by NANCY PELOSI and by
HARRY REID, and it’s being fueled by
the administration and Barack Obama.
The American people need to put a stop
sign and speed bumps in the path of
this steamroller. We see the federaliza-
tion and the nationalization of the fi-
nancial services industry. We see car
dealerships being closed by this admin-
istration. That’s unconstitutional. It
has never been done in the history of
this Nation, and we need to stop it.

We see this administration and the
Congress wanting to socialize health
care, making a Washington-based
health care system that is going to
take away patients’ choices. It’s going
to increase the cost of all health care.
It’s going to destroy the quality of
health care in America. We’ve got to
stop it, and it’s up to the American
people to do so by contacting their
Members of Congress and saying ‘‘no.”
We have to develop a grassfire of grass-
roots support all over this country to
say ‘‘no’” to this steamroller of social-
ism.

Former U.S. Senator Everett Dirksen
at one time said, when he feels the
heat, he sees the light. The American
people need to put the heat on Mem-
bers of Congress in the House and the
Senate and say ‘‘no”” to a Washington-
based health care system. Say “‘yes’ to
a patient-based health care system
that the Republicans and, in fact, in
our office are generating. We need to
change the health care financing sys-
tem, but it needs to be patient-based,
not Washington-based. It needs to be
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based on choice by patients where deci-
sions are made within the doctor-pa-
tient relationship, not made by some
bureaucrat in Washington, DC.

So we have got to put a stop to this.
We are stealing our children’s future.
We are going to destroy what this
country was built upon. This country
was built upon a free market system,
and we are taking over the free market
system here in Washington and are
making it all socialized, all Wash-
ington-based. So it’s up to the Amer-
ican people to say ‘‘no.” I encourage
you to contact your Congressman, your
Senator and say ‘‘no’” to this cap-and-
trade bill. Say ‘‘no’’ to socialized medi-
cine and what is being promoted by the
Democratic majority. Say ‘“no’’ to this
socialization of all of our market sys-
tem.

We’ve got a picture of exactly where
we’re going. All we’ve got to do is look
in Venezuela. We are going down the
same track that Venezuela is going
down. We see the end results, too.
We’ve got a clear picture of that. All
we have to do is look at East Berlin
during the time that the wall was there
under Communist rule. All we have to
do is look at Cuba today, and we see
where this country is headed if we
don’t put a stop to it.

It’s up to the American people. So
please, folks out there, say ‘‘no” to
this steamroller of socialism and ‘‘yes”’
to a free market solution to all of these
problems so that we can build a strong-
er economy. We have to leave dollars in
the hands of small businesses to create
jobs and to buy inventory. That’s what,
as Republicans, we are proposing. So,
please, American people. Say ‘‘no’’ to
this steamroller of socialism.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CBC FOCUS ON HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) is recognized for 60
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minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you very much,
Mr. Speaker. Good evening.

Mr. Speaker, I am here this evening
to anchor the hour for the CBC for our
Special Order tonight, which will be
health care.

The Congressional Black Caucus, the
CBC, is proud to anchor this hour. The
CBC is chaired by the Honorable BAR-
BARA LEE from the Ninth Congressional
District of California. My name is Con-
gresswoman MARCIA L. FUDGE, and I
represent the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of Ohio.

CBC members are advocates for fami-
lies nationally, internationally, region-
ally, and locally. We continue to work
diligently to be the conscience of the
Congress. We stand firm as the voice of
the people, and we provide dedicated,
focused service to the citizens and to
the congressional districts that elected
us to Congress.

The vision of the founding members
of the Congressional Black Caucus is to
promote the public welfare through
legislation designed to meet the needs
of millions of neglected citizens. It
continues to be a beacon and focal
point for the legislative work and po-
litical activities of the Congressional
Black Caucus today.

Tonight, the CBC will focus its atten-
tion on health care reform. Specifi-
cally, we must ensure access to quality
health care for all Americans. We must
control health care costs and eradicate
health care disparities.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I yield to
our Chair, the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia, the Honorable BARBARA LEE.

O 2000

Ms. LEE of California. Thank you for
yielding.

Let me say once again as Chair of the
Congressional Black Caucus how grate-
ful I am to Congresswoman MARCIA
FUDGE, the gentlelady from Ohio, for
continuing to lead our Special Orders
on Monday evening and for continuing
to keep our caucus very focused on the
key issues addressing and facing our
Nation today. And also let me thank
you for your sacrifices and everything
you do each and every day to make
sure that this hour is solidified so the
rest of the country really understands
the Congressional Black Caucus’s agen-
da as the conscience of the Congress.
Thank you, Congresswoman FUDGE.

Let me thank and acknowledge our
colleague, Congresswoman DoNNA
CHRISTENSEN, who Chairs the Congres-
sional Health Caucus Health Brain
Trust and also serves as the second
vice Chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus. She has been such a phe-
nomenal leader in leading the House of
Representatives and, really, our coun-
try to address racial and ethnic dis-
parities, health disparities in our coun-
try.

Let me take a moment to thank Rep-
resentative DANNY DAVIS who co-chairs
the Congressional Black Caucus’
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Health and Wellness Taskforce along
with Congresswoman CHRISTENSEN. To-
gether they have developed a very com-
prehensive set of principles with regard
to health care reform, and I would like
to insert, Mr. Speaker, a copy of those
principles for the RECORD this evening.
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS HEALTH AND
WELLNESS TASKFORCE BENCHMARKS FOR
THE 111TH CONGRESS

1. Every measure must apply equitably to
American Indian tribes and the Territories.

2. The elimination of health disparities of
any population group must be a central goal
of any healthcare reform process, and the
process must be coordinated within HHS and
across all agencies at the state, local and
community levels.

3. Coverage and every other provision must
extend to everyone residing legally in this
country.

4. Communities must be engaged from the
identification of the challenges to the
crafting of solutions and their implementa-
tion. They must receive the funding, edu-
cation and technical assistance to fully
carry out this role.

5. In this process, health and health care
must be comprehensive and include mental
and dental health services fully and equi-
tably with physical health.

6. Creating and expanding a diverse work-
force on all levels must be a priority, and
these efforts must begin in concert with ef-
forts to improve K through 12 education and
with outreach efforts beginning at least in
junior high school with underrepresented mi-
norities including those with disabilities.

7. There must be increased focus and
spending on prevention, irrespective of any
offset.

8. Recognizing that the traditional ‘“‘med-
ical home” has been the office of the family
and other primary care provider, efforts
must be undertaken to increase their num-
bers and their reimbursement and they must
be an integral part of the implementation of
this program.

9. Health information technology (HIT)
must be an integral part of any reform effort
and access to it by all providers must be sup-
ported where needed so that every provider
and all communities enjoy its benefits and
savings. Additionally, all HIT systems in-
cluded and subsequently implemented must
ensure patient privacy, as well as robust pen-
alties for any violation of such privacy.

10. There must be an increase in research
that is community based, looks at the causes
of disparities and includes minorities in clin-
ical trials. Beneficial findings must be fast
tracked into practice.

11. The collection of data by race, eth-
nicity, language, geography and socio-
economic factors must be mandated and uni-
form.

12. Reform must be done within the con-
text of and include provisions that address
the social, ambient and built environmental
issues affecting health.

Also, let me thank and recognize
Congresswoman EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON who brings a wealth of knowledge
and expertise to this health care de-
bate. As a registered nurse, she has
been very involved in health care re-
form for many, many years.

First, let me just say as one who per-
sonally supports a single-payer form of
universal health care, I also believe
that health care must be and should be
a fundamental human right. But I also
know that whatever form health care
reform takes, that we must have a pub-
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lic option very similar to that of Medi-
care.

Forty-seven million people lack
health insurance in America, and al-
though racial and ethnic minorities ac-
count for about one-third of the Amer-
ican population, they account for
about half of the uninsured. In my dis-
trict alone in Alameda County—and
also throughout the country—there are
very profound inequities in health in-
surance coverage between various ra-
cial and ethnic groups. Among non-el-
derly adults 18-64 years of age, Latinos
are five times as likely as whites to be
uninsured; African Americans and
Asian-Pacific Islanders are also more
likely than whites to be uninsured.

And because medical costs have been
steadily rising, medical bills are the
number one cause of bankruptcy in the
United States. In today’s economic cli-
mate with unemployment numbers—
for instance, in my own State of Cali-
fornia reaching over 11 percent—that
means that millions more are falling
into bankruptcy every day, and, of
course, that means millions more are
losing their health care coverage. And,
of course, African Americans, Latinos,
Native Americans and Asian-Pacific Is-
landers, unfortunately, are dispropor-
tionately affected.

The statistics are irrefutable. African
American women are nearly four times
more likely to die during childbirth
than white women from pregnancy
complications. Nearly half of all those
living with HIV and AIDS in the
United States are African Americans,
and the AIDS rates for African Ameri-
cans are nearly 10 times that of whites.
And a recent study by the CDC found
that nearly one in two young African
American girls is infected with one of
the four more commonly sexually
transmitted infections as opposed to
one in four among the general popu-
lation.

African Americans are two times
more likely to have diabetes than
whites, and African Americans are
nearly 3% times more likely than
whites to have an amputation as a re-
sult of the diabetes. African American
men with colon cancer are more than
40 percent less likely than white men
with the same condition to receive
major diagnostic and treatment proce-
dures. While medical science has made
a lot of advances over the last 10 years,
the gains made by the discovery of new
drugs and treatments have not passed
on to all segments of our population.

For example, going back to my own
district in Alameda County in Cali-
fornia, from 2001-2003, we had an aver-
age rate of 2,033 people die of coronary
heart disease, a mortality rate of about
160 per 100,000 people. Across every cat-
egory, African American men and
women in my district had higher mor-
tality rates than any other group: 286
per 100,000 for African American men
and 199 per 100,000 for African Amer-
ican women. While the overall mor-
tality rate has declined in my district
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by 7 percent since 1998, the gap, mind
you, the gap between African Ameri-
cans and the overall county rate has
grown dramatically. In 1990-1991, the
African American rate was 16 percent
higher than the county rate. In 2002-
2003, it was b0 percent higher. Some-
thing is seriously wrong.

The story is the same with cancer
and with diabetes, and these statistics
are not only in my district but they
are reflected throughout the country
and all of our Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congressional Hispanic Caucus,
and Congressional Asian-Pacific Amer-
ican Caucus members’ districts. It is a
shame and a disgrace.

This is a serious health care crisis
that warrants a clarion call imme-
diately. Our Nation has failed to guar-
antee what is often federally funded,
health research, which fully benefits
everyone across the Nation.

So that is why we’re here tonight,
Mr. Speaker, to speak with clarity,
with one voice, to demand health care
reform now and to demand an end to
the factors that perpetrate racial and
ethnic health disparities in this coun-
try. We can’t do one without the other.

I'm sure that Congresswoman Dr.
CHRISTENSEN is going to review tonight
the Health Equity and Accountability
Act. Let me mention a couple of the
provisions. It will bolster efforts to en-
sure culturally and linguistically ap-
propriate health care and remove lan-
guage and cultural barriers to health
care; it will improve workforce diver-
sity; it will strengthen and coordinate
data collection; it will ensure account-
ability and improve evaluation, and it
will improve health care services in
general. This is the Health Equity and
Accountability Act which Congress-
woman CHRISTENSEN has worked so
hard on with our tri-caucus for several
years. It will help put our country back
on track to eliminating health dispari-
ties in our country. So I must applaud
again Congresswoman CHRISTENSEN
and her staff for spearheading the de-
velopment of this initiative, and I look
forward to its introduction in the next
few weeks.

Finally, let me just say we all know
that the profit motive has driven the
health care industry. It should not be
an industry. It’s an industry that has
rewarded and provided profits for the
wealthy and for the insurance indus-
try; yet it’s been, unfortunately, at the
expense of the people it’s intended to
serve.

And so as the conscience of the Con-
gress, we are insisting that the public
health option or a public health option
similar to Medicare be part of any
health care reform package and that
closing health care disparities be part
of any health care reform effort. These
are central principles that we are mak-
ing sure our perspective incorporates
as it relates to whatever health care
bill that comes out because, quite
frankly, we can’t have some of the
same old business in the health care
business.
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So thank you again, Congresswoman
FUDGE, for this evening. And let me
just say we’re sounding the alarm once
again that members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, we’re not going to
stand for any health care bill that
doesn’t include closing health care dis-
parities which our community, unfor-
tunately, has suffered under since our
presence here in the United States of
America.

Thank you very much, Congress-
woman FUDGE.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you, Madam
Chair, and thank you for your leader-
ship and your vision as well as your
focus.

Mr. Speaker, I would now like to
turn the podium to my colleague from
the State of California, the gentlelady
from California, DIANE WATSON.

Ms. WATSON. Thank you, Ms.
FUDGE. And, Mr. Speaker, I'm here
along with my colleagues to speak
about health care.

As we all know, the United States is
the only industrialized Nation not to
offer universal health care to its citi-
zens. Currently, there are over 47 mil-
lion people without health insurance,
and as a Nation, we are facing a health
care crisis.

Also, due to the ailing economy, the
number of uninsured is on the rise as
many Americans have lost their access
to employer-based health care. We are
aware that all Americans need access
to quality health care. Many of us for
years have repeatedly called for a na-
tional solution to the health care cri-
sis, especially those of us who are deep-
ly concerned about health care dispari-
ties in minority communities. For
years we have continually noted how
minorities are less likely to have qual-
ity health care.

For example, one-third of all African
Americans lack comprehensive health
care, but health care is not just a mi-
nority issue. Just this past weekend,
thousands of students graduated from
colleges and universities around the
country. They walked across the stage
to grasp their diplomas in return for
their hard work, achievement, and
their health insurance card. For those
of us in California, we are blessed that
children can remain on their parents’
health insurance plan until they are 25
years old, but this is not the case in
many States. Can you imagine over-
night thousands of graduates who have
not been able to find jobs in this strug-
gling economy have now become unin-
sured? Yes, young people may be the
healthiest portion of the population,
but they, too, at some point will fall
ill.

This past weekend’s graduations
have made me realize how necessary it
is to act quickly. That is why I support
universal health care and H.R. 676. We
have twiddled our thumbs long enough,
and now it’s time to act as quickly as
possible to give all Americans the right
to quality health care.

Now, I want to talk about another
health issue that is very close to my
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heart, the issue of mercury amalgams.
Dentists have been using silver dental
fillings for over 150 years without in-
forming consumers that these silver
fillings are actually more than 50 per-
cent mercury. A 2006 poll showed that
78 percent of American people are not
aware that mercury is the majority
component in silver fillings. Congress
has acted to remove mercury from pub-
lic schools in the form of thermom-
eters, the Environmental Protection
Agency warns the public when mercury
levels are high in certain fish. How-
ever, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has done nothing to warn con-
sumers of the risk of mercury in their
mouth.

Mercury is a known neurotoxin. It
can harm the mental development of a
fetus and children. Mercury vapors
from dental fillings can enter the blood
stream and cross the blood-brain, bar-
rier. In an expecting mother, mercury
can pass through the placenta into the
fetus, potentially causing neurological
damage. For example, autism in young
children has been linked to mercury
exposure. In adults, studies are begin-
ning to show mercury as the root of
neurological diseases such as Alz-
heimer’s. I will admit that more stud-
ies are needed to strengthen the rela-
tionship between mercury and neuro-
logical illness. The studies that have
been done thus far have been woefully
shortsighted and have failed to look at
the long-term effects of mercury fill-
ings in children and adults. Rather,
they have focused on only 2 or 3 years
of an individual’s life.

I support more research on the sub-
ject. However, I do not support watch-
ing more Americans becoming ill with-
out the knowledge of the potential
health risk caused by mercury. The
burden of proof is on the producers of
mercury amalgam and on the dentist.
If there is a chance that mercury is
toxic to consumers’ health, the con-
sumer has the right to know.

O 2015

In the coming months, I will be in-
troducing a bill about the effects of
mercury amalgam fillings and its po-
tential health risks. I hope that you
will support me in making consumers
more aware of this critical issue.

Ms. FUDGE. I thank the gentlelady
from California. I would now, Mr.
Speaker, like to yield to my colleague,
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
SCOTT).

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I thank the
gentlelady from Ohio for organizing
this opportunity for us to discuss
health care.

Access to quality, affordable health
care is critical to the well-being of all
Americans today and in the future. We
are seeing millions of Americans suf-
fering from illnesses that could have
easily been prevented with basic pre-
ventive health care, but people did not
seek that care because they didn’t have
health insurance. In fact, 46 million
Americans lack health insurance, and
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tens of millions more lack health cov-
erage during some part of the year.

In these tough economic times, we
must seek to provide universal health
care and must seek to reduce the cost
of health care insurance, especially for
children and pregnant women. We also
must address other health concerns,
such as the health disparity that exists
between racial and ethnic minorities
and the need to fund cutting-edge re-
search to find cures for diseases.

We also need to strengthen the Med-
icaid and Medicare systems and give
patients the tools needed to challenge
the decisions of all health insurers.
Only through action in these critical
issues can we meet the pressing health
care needs of our Nation.

Providing health care for all and re-
ducing the costs of health care will re-
lieve the financial strain on all fami-
lies and businesses. It will also go a
long way to addressing the racial dis-
parities in health indicators in this
country because minorities, as it’s al-
ready been said, are less likely to be
covered by health insurance than oth-
ers.

On child health, one of the first ac-
tions of this Congress was the passage
of the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, the SCHIP, where we were able
to provide coverage for 7 million chil-
dren already covered by SCHIP, plus an
additional 4 million more. While this
was a good step in the right direction,
it is not enough, because 5 million chil-
dren are still left without health insur-
ance.

That’s why I introduced legislation
that would provide health insurance
for all children, the All Healthy Chil-
dren Act, which was endorsed by the
Children’s Defense Fund as a logical,
achievable, and incremental next step
to closing the child health coverage
gap. This proposal would ensure that
all children and pregnant women are
covered by expanding the coverage of
both Medicaid and the SCHIP programs
by eliminating the procedural red tape
that currently prevents them from
being covered by either program. This
comprehensive program will include all
basic health care coverage, as well as
coverage for mental health, prenatal,
and well-child care.

Mr. Speaker, our health care system
is unfortunately riddled with ineffi-
ciencies, excessive administrative ex-
penses, inflated prices, poor manage-
ment, and inappropriate care and
waste. These problems significantly in-
crease the cost of medical care and
health insurance for employers and
workers and affect the security of the
financial security of our families. We
all know that reforming health care is
not going to be easy, but we have a
good opportunity now to finally reform
the health care system by cutting
costs, protecting families from bank-
ruptcy or debt because of medical
costs, investing in prevention and
wellness, and improving patient safety
and quality of care.

We have taken the first step in re-
forming our health care system by
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passing a Federal budget for fiscal year
2010 that includes more than $630 bil-
lion to establish a reserve fund to fi-
nance fundamental health care reform
that will first bring down health care
costs and then expand coverage.

The budget does a number of things.
It accelerates the adoption of health
care information technology and ex-
pansion of electronic health records.

The budget expands research com-
paring the effectiveness of medical
treatments to give patients and physi-
cians Dbetter information on what
works best.

It invests over $6 billion for cancer
research at the National Institutes of
Health as part of the administration’s
multiyear commitment to double can-
cer research funding.

It strengthens the Indian health sys-
tem, which sustained investments in
health care services for American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives to address per-
sistent health disparities and foster
healthy Indian communities.

It invests $330 million to increase the
number of physicians, nurses, and den-
tists practicing in areas of the country
experiencing shortages of health pro-
fessionals.

It supports families by providing ad-
ditional funding for affordable, high-
quality child care, expanding Early
Head Start and Head Start, and cre-
ating the Nurse Home Visitation pro-
gram to support first-time mothers.

It strengthens the Medicare program
by encouraging high quality and effi-
cient care and improving program in-
tegrity.

And finally, it invests over $1 billion
for Food and Drug Administration food
safety efforts to increase and improve
inspections, domestic surveillance, lab-
oratory capacity, and initiatives to
prevent and control food-borne ill-
nesses.

Mr. Speaker, for years we’ve been at
a stalemate in Congress and haven’t
been able to enact real health care re-
form. As a Nation, we are already
spending more on health care than any
other Nation. We spend a higher per-
centage of our GDP. We spend a higher
amount per capita, and yet by any
measure, by any of the health indica-
tors, we are still in poor health, and we
still suffer from significant disparities
in different parts of our population.

So we're already paying for health
care. What we need to do under the
present administration and Congress is
to finally do more than talk about
health care reform and actually do
something about it.

Mr. Speaker, I'm delighted to have
this opportunity and, again, want to
thank the gentlelady from Ohio for or-
ganizing this Special Order.

Ms. FUDGE. I would like to, Mr.
Speaker, again thank Representative
ScoTT for his vision. To put in place an
act that really does address the needs
of babies and children is very signifi-
cant for this Congress, and I thank you
as well.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on health
care reform.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I would
now like to yield to my colleague, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE).

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me
begin by thanking the gentlelady from
Ohio, Congresswoman MARCIA FUDGE,
for anchoring this evening’s Special
Order on health care. I want to say
that her continued diligence in bring-
ing issues that confront our Nation, in
general, but African Americans, in par-
ticular, week after week has been a
great addition to our Congressional
Black Caucus, and let me commend
you again for your diligence.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you.

Mr. PAYNE. I want to also recognize
our distinguished Chair of the CBC
Health Brain Trust, Congresswoman
DONNA CHRISTENSEN, for her leadership
in health care debates and for intro-
ducing legislation which you will hear
about tonight which will address the
root causes of our Nation’s health dis-
parities and the crisis that we find our-
selves in.

You’ve heard from other Members,
Congressman ScoTT, Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE, and you will hear from
others tonight, because health care is
one of the most important issues that
confronts our Nation in general, as I
mentioned before, but in particular,
communities of minorities, whether
they be black, Hispanic, Native Amer-
ican, foreign born.

Mr. Speaker, I join and I am pleased
to join the other Members tonight to
talk about the costs, health care ac-
cess, the lack of it, the need for quality
care, and the eradication of health dis-
parities which are so important to us.

Our Nation’s health care costs are in-
creasing rapidly. In 2007, the United
States spent $2.2 trillion on health
care. We also spent twice as much on
health care than any other developed
countries.

In 2006, the U.S. spent $6,714 per cap-
ita on health care, more than double
that for any country in the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment, OECD, with an average of
$2,915, and these are developed nations
in the world.

Our health care quality system com-
pares poorly to other developed na-
tions. For example, the U.S. ranks 22nd
out of 30 OECD countries on life ex-
pectancy. We have the third highest in-
fant mortality rate in OECD countries,
with 6.9 deaths per 1,000. Only Mexico
and Turkey have worse infant mor-
tality rates.

As alarming as that is, though, if we
take out the infant mortality rate for



H5698

African Americans, it’s astounding. If
you take the city of Minneapolis, 9.2
per 1,000; Seattle, 10.3; Los Angeles,
10.1; Phoenix, 12.9—that’s per 1,000 live
births in the African American commu-
nity—Detroit, 17.3 deaths, when 6.9
deaths are in OECD countries. My own
city, 156.5. It’s an abomination. It’s
wrong. It should not be in a Nation, a
developed Nation of this—13.6 in Phila-
delphia; and the Nation’s capital, 14.4;
Charlotte, 14.1; Orlando, 13.8; New Orle-
ans, 13.2; Miami, 11.8, when it’s 6.9 in
OECD countries.

And so we really have to talk strong-
ly about health care reform, and we
have to go into the disparity of health
care in our communities. The costs of
health care are straining American
families’ pocketbooks. Half of all per-
sonal bankruptcies are at least partly
the result of medical expenses. More
than 80 percent of the 47 million Amer-
icans in this country are uninsured,
and these are many working families.

Mr. Speaker, there is strong support
for comprehensive health care reform.
In fact, a solid majority of the public,
59 percent, believes health care reform
is more important than ever. Sixty-
seven percent of all Americans favor a
public health insurance option similar
to Medicare to compete with the pri-
vate health insurance plans, and I am a
strong supporter of that public health
insurance option.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that our Na-
tion’s health is its most precious asset;
however, health disparities plague this
country and lead to deteriorating con-
ditions for millions of Americans. Be-
cause of deficiencies in health insur-
ance and health care access, minorities
suffer at greater rates and greater lev-
els of severity from health-related
issues than their like counterparts.

Education and awareness alone can-
not combat these issues. While vigi-
lance and groundbreaking health re-
search have reduced the incidence of
death and illness among white Ameri-
cans, health statistics on minorities re-
main staggering. Even though deaths
caused by breast cancer have decreased
among white women, African American
women continue to have higher rates of
mortality from breast and cervical
cancer.

While the national HIV and AIDS
mortality rate lessens, this disease re-
mains a leading cause of death among
African American men. In 2002, more
than 2.5 times more African American
newborns died than white newborns at
that time.

Research shows that quality health
care could eliminate some of these
health-related issues and reduce the
onset of others. Unfortunately, espe-
cially during the current state of the
economy, health insurance and quality
health care continues to be widely un-
available.

O 2030

I represent one of the most expensive
States for health care. In New Jersey,
health care and health insurance re-
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main out of reach for many low-income
citizens—a large percentage of them
living in my congressional district.

Many of my constituents are aware
of habits and actions that lead to
health complications. Despite aware-
ness efforts, non-Hispanic black males
and females continue to have the high-
est prevalence of hypertension. Diabe-
tes disproportionately affects the eth-
nic and racial minorities. Heart disease
is the leading cause of death in the
United States for African Americans.
Its prevalence is double that of the
broader community.

Access to health care and the lack of
health insurance prevents even some of
the most knowledgeable from avoiding
illness.

In conclusion, on May 9, Congress-
woman CHRISTENSEN and the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Foundation co-
sponsored a Health and Wellness Expo
in my district. It began on Friday
evening. We were fortunate enough to
have Congressman ALBIO SIRES and
Congressman ED TOWNS join Congress-
woman CHRISTENSEN in my district.
That was on May 8th. The next after-
noon, the next day, Congresswoman
CLARKE came to the district to the
Health and Wellness Expo.

We served over 400 people, with an
overwhelmingly positive response to
screenings and workshops, where peo-
ple were told on the spot that they
should immediately see a physician. I
know that we saved the lives of many
people because we had screenings of
blood pressure and a bone marrow drive
and bone density and cholesterol and
depression. We had a screening for dia-
betes and glucose. We had a glaucoma
screening. HIV/AIDS screening was
held, kidney disease, oral and dental,
and on and on.

I, again, would like to thank DONNA
CHRISTENSEN, our Congresswoman who
heads our Health Brain Trust, for her
being there. This is the third time she’s
been to my district. We have a serious
problem in my district, but I will con-
tinue to work to bring those statistics
down. They should not be the way they
are.

So, Mr. Speaker, our society’s insti-
tutions, from government to business
to not-for-profits, must provide oppor-
tunities to bring affordable and quality
health care to all Americans. More im-
portantly, I believe that our society’s
leaders and major institutions must
create incentives and lower barriers so
that individuals and families can take
steps to achieve healthier lifestyles.
Finally, in order to reduce the cost of
health care, there must be an increased
focus on spending for prevention.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to develop policies that will
improve the delivery of our health sys-
tem in the most effective and efficient
way that we can.

With that, thank you once again,
Congresswoman FUDGE, and thank you,
Congresswoman DONNA CHRISTENSEN,
for the outstanding work that you are
both doing.
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I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you, Mr. PAYNE.
Thank you for always continuing to
fight for those who are most in need.

Mr. Speaker, I would, at this time,
yield to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS).

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. First of all, I
want to commend Representative
MARCIA FUDGE for the tremendous
leadership that she continues to dis-
play each and every week by hosting,
organizing, convening, and giving all of
us the opportunity to discuss issues
that are pertinent to all of America,
but especially to the African American
community.

I also want to commend Representa-
tive DONNA CHRISTENSEN for the out-
standing leadership that she has dis-
played for a number of years as chair-
person of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Health Brain Trust, and all of the
members who consistently try and pro-
tect, promote, and project the health
care needs and opportunities that
should exist for all of us in America.

We are poised right now to do serious
health reform. I want to commend
President Obama for having the cour-
age to tackle one of the most per-
nicious issues of our day, and that is
the issue of trying to make sure that
each and every American, that each
and every one of our citizens have the
opportunity to receive cost-effective,
as comprehensively as we can provide
it, quality health care that is cul-
turally competent, provided by individ-
uals who understand their needs and
individuals that they can understand
instructions and what is being given.

We are about to do something that
has been needed, and that is we’re
going to expand—and I'm confident
that we will do it. No matter which op-
tion people look at, no matter what
kind of coverage they suggest, that
when we finish, we’re going to have the
best health care delivery system that
this country has ever seen.

In many instances, I don’t think that
we have to reinvent the wheel. Yes,
there are large numbers of uninsured
individuals in our country, probably
about 50 million of them, and some of
those individuals, no matter what plan
we come up with, are going to be cov-
ered. But just as important as cov-
erage—just as important are the deliv-
ery mechanisms and systems which are
provided.

I often say to people that as far as
health care improvement, I don’t think
anything has done much more than
Medicare, Medicaid, and the develop-
ment of community health centers and
community mental health centers. And
so0 any plan or system that we come up
with, I hope that we will expand com-
munity health centers, because as
deliverers of primary care, I don’t
think that there’s anything in America
that has done a more effective job for
low-income people than what these in-
stitutions have done.
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In addition to that, I would hope that
we take a hard look at nursing home
care. What happens to people once they
begin to reach the ‘‘golden’ ages? What
happens to them as they have given
every measure of devotion that they
could possibly provide for their coun-
try? We need to make sure that they
don’t languish in some place.

One of the proudest things in my
family is the fact that we decided, for
example, that neither one of our par-
ents would have to experience that
kind of care. My mother was an invalid
for about the last 10 or 12 years of her
life. But, of course, we decided that she
would stay at somebody’s house, in
somebody’s home, and that we could be
assured. I think that every senior cit-
izen should have the assurance of
knowing that they’re going to be cared
for.

I don’t want us to forget those indi-
viduals with disabilities, those individ-
uals who are sometimes shunned aside,
who are not perceived as being a part
of the mainstream population. And so
in order to be effective, health care re-
form must be quite comprehensive.

I know that our committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
Education, all of these committees are
working jointly together to come up
with the kind of plan that the Presi-
dent is going to be proud of.

So, again, Representative FUDGE, I
want to commend and thank you for
the opportunity to be here, and I want
to thank, again, my classmate who has
led the charge, and that’s Representa-
tive DONNA CHRISTENSEN, who, for so
many years, has been the caucus’ point
person on health care. And we’re going
to make health care in this country a
right so people will understand that it
does not have to be a privilege. I thank
you all so much.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you, Mr. DAVIS. I
just want to say that you have always
talked of the need to make sure that
we have community health clinics and
how it probably does in many ways
serve our communities better. I thank
you for discussing that with us this
evening.

Mr. Speaker, I would now like to
yield to the person that we have all
talked about this evening, our go-to
person, our expert, our Chair, and the
person that we really do look to as we
tackle health care, and that is my col-
league from the Virgin Islands, Dr.
CHRISTENSEN.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you,
Congresswoman FUDGE. I just want to
add my word of thanks and commenda-
tion for the way that you bring us to-
gether every week on Monday evenings
to discuss issues of importance, not
just to the African American commu-
nity or communities of color, but
issues of importance to our entire
country.

I want to thank my colleagues for
their kind words. I did have the oppor-
tunity to visit with Congressman
PAYNE in his district. It was a wonder-
ful event, very well attended, and the
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people who came, I know, really bene-
fited from what he and his staff and
others in the community came to-
gether to provide.

And Congressman SCOTT, who’s been
working on SCHIP, but he also has
worked tirelessly on another issue
that’s not always seen as a public
health issue, but it is a public health
issue, and that’s the issue of juvenile
violence among our young people, and
working to prevent that. We look for-
ward to continuing to work with him
on the PROMISE Act and other legisla-
tion that he has introduced.

Of course, Congressman DAVIS is my
co-Chair on the Health Brain Trust, so
I share all of the accolades with him,
as he has long been working in the area
of health care.

This weekend I had the honor of giv-
ing the commencement address at LSU
Health Sciences Center in New Orleans,
Louisiana. I want to recognize and con-
gratulate the 546 graduates. As we look
to health care reform, we’re wondering
where the health care personnel are
going to come from. The LSU Health
Sciences Center made a great contribu-
tion in doctors, nurses, dentists, health
researchers, and allied health.

We commend them, and we commend
them not just on graduating and com-
pleting their coursework, but I want to
commend them especially because, for
those who started about 4 years ago, as
the medical students would have, and
others, they started just before
Katrina. Their school was devastated
by Katrina. Some of them had to go to
classes in other parts of our country to
keep their coursework going.

But the LSU administration, faculty,
and staff really pulled together when
they had very limited help and support
to bring their students back together
and to see to it that they did complete
their coursework and do great research
and be able to move on to very prom-
ising careers in all of the fields of
health.

So I want to congratulate them and
commend them on that. It’s good to see
that they are now in the process of re-
building some of the facilities there
and continuing to grow and will be edu-
cating another cadre of young people
and graduating another cadre next
year.

I want to thank our chairlady for our
steadfast commitment to the issue of
the elimination of health disparities as
well, as we heard her speak to it a few
minutes ago.

I want to just highlight some of the
key themes from a report that’s often
overlooked. It’s the National Health
Care Disparities Report that’s done by
the Department of Health and Human
Services. They do it every year. It’s
done by the Agency for Health Re-
search and Quality.

This is the report for 2008. It’s amaz-
ing because it really is very similar to
the report that Surgeon General Heck-
ler did 25 years ago when she found
that persistent disparities remain and,
as she said, was an affront to the ideals
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of this country and the quality of med-
icine that we have here.

But three key themes emerge in the
2008 report: one, that disparities persist
in health care quality and access; two,
that the magnitude and pattern of dis-
parities are different within subpopula-
tions; three, that some disparities exist
across multiple priority populations.

As they look at some of these high-
lights, some of the trends that we still
see today in communities of color, for
blacks and Asians, 60 percent of the
core measures used to track access re-
mained unchanged or got worse in that
year. That’s 60 percent for African
Americans and for Asians.
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For Hispanics, 80 percent of core ac-
cess measures remained unchanged or
got worse in 2008; and for poor popu-
lations, 57 percent of core access meas-
ures remained unchanged or got worse
in that year.

So as we move towards health care
reform, the issue of access and insur-
ance is very important. As we begin
that work when we get back from our
Memorial Day break, it will be critical
that we work arduously to remove the
46 million Americans off of the rolls of
the uninsured and an additional 20 mil-
lion Americans out of the category of
being underinsured.

Studies confirm that more than 5 in
10 or 55 percent of Hispanics, and 4 in 10
African Americans were uninsured for
all or part of 2007 and 2008, compared to
just 2 in 10 or 25 percent in whites. Ad-
ditionally, in total, more than three in
every four people of color, 76 percent,
were uninsured for 6 months or more in
2007-2008.

I agree with Congressman DAVIS that
we will enact universal coverage before
the end of this year and bring insur-
ance to every person living in this
country. But while eliminating
uninsurance is critical, it’s also impor-
tant that we remember that health and
wellness is about more than just hav-
ing an insurance card.

Only about 20 percent of health dis-
parities can be attributed to
uninsurance. We have to ensure as well
that health equity is an integral com-
ponent of efforts not only to reform
but to transform our Nation’s health
care system so that all Americans, re-
gardless of race or ethnicity, regardless
of whether you live in an urban or
rural area, regardless of your gender or
sexual orientation that you receive eq-
uitable and appropriate care every sin-
gle time that it is needed.

The time to eliminate the current in-
equities in health and in health care is
long overdue, and the evidence detail-
ing the impact that they have had and
continue to have on the health and
well-being of Americans is staggering.

In fact, across every chronic condi-
tion and every acute disease, and
across every measure of health care
quality, racial and ethnic minorities,
as you have heard this evening, are dis-
proportionately more likely than
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whites to be on the downside and to be
detrimentally affected.

In addition to eliminating
uninsurance and achieving health eq-
uity with comprehensive health re-
form, we also have to ensure that we
identify the health policy that exists in
every policy, and this is something
that I want to just focus on for a few
minutes.

We were reminded of this by a Dr.
Ogilvie who spoke at our spring
Braintrust a few weeks ago. From cli-
mate and urban planning policies to
environmental and education policies,
from housing and transportation poli-
cies, from employment and criminal
justice policies, every week a new
study is released that confirms that
there is a health policy in every policy.
So it’s not a surprise then that by ad-
dressing the health repercussions of
the policies that are not overtly
health-related, we are more likely to
champion policies that not only com-
plement our health care reform efforts
but that further improve the health
and wellness of every person living in
this country. And that’s where we’re
also going to see some of those savings
come about when we address health in
a very holistic way, not just disease en-
tities but the whole community cre-
ating cultures of wellness.

For example, a March 2009 report
from Public Health Law and Policy ex-
plains, the human health aspects of cli-
mate change policy by focusing on food
systems and land use planning, that is,
health policy in every policy. In their
analyses and recommendations, they
note that because both climate change
policy and public health policy ulti-
mately seek to improve the lives of
people, it is critical that they work to-
wards complementary goals and in a
complementary manner to have the
greatest potential to create healthy
and sustainable communities and
neighborhoods.

You can take that into education if
we don’t have a strong educational sys-
tem where every child has access to
quality education. We know that poor
education is also linked to poor health.
We can never build the diverse work-
force that we need if we don’t have
good K-12 education.

If you live in substandard housing,
it’s difficult to be healthy. If you don’t
have access to healthy foods, you can-
not adopt those lifestyles that are nec-
essary to improving and supporting
good health.

And so insurance for everyone. Uni-
versal coverage is important. I will
work hard with my colleagues to en-
sure that we get that done, as the
President has asked, before we go out
for the August recess.

But insurance is not enough. We have
to reform the system. We have to im-
prove the standard of living in our
communities. And then with the insur-
ance, with the improvements in the
system, with the healthy communities,
then we can ensure that every Amer-
ican will have access to quality health
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care, and our country will be a strong-
er and better country because of it.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you so much
again to our expert, Representative
CHRISTENSEN.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close
this session by saying a few things. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Of all
the forms of inequality, injustice in
health care is the most shocking and
inhumane.”

Mr. Speaker, I come from the 11th
District of Ohio, a place where argu-
ably you can find the best health care
providers in the world, but still people
cannot see a doctor. There is some-
thing wrong with what is going on in
America today.

Anytime we have a health care sys-
tem that is more reactive than
proactive, something is wrong in Amer-
ica today. Anytime we look at a health
care system whose cost is rising so rap-
idly that our paychecks can’t keep up,
something is wrong with what is going
on in America today, Mr. Speaker. If
your health is determined by where
you are born or the neighborhood you
live in, something is wrong with what
is going on in America today.

And I say to you that the members of
this caucus are going to fight in every
way we know how to ensure that every
American, be they rich, be they poor,
be they minority is going to have a
right to have health care that is going
to be not only affordable but is going
to take care of their needs in a preven-
tive way, in a cost-effective way and in
a humane way.

Because right now if you can get to
see a doctor if you are poor, they may
make you sit in an emergency room for
5 or 6 hours. They don’t really take you
seriously when you come in with seri-
ous problems, and that is why we have
all of these hospitalizations that we
really shouldn’t have because these
issues should have been treated early
on in the process.

So I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that as
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus, we are determined to make
sure that by the time health care is ap-
proved in this country, every single
person who wishes to have health care
will have it. Every single person who
has a job will be able to afford it. And
for those who are not, we are going to
take care of those people.

Now they can call it anything they
want to call it, but government’s job is
to take care of its people. That is what
we intend to do, and that is what we in-
tend to help our President do. We are
going to continue to fight as hard as
we can to make sure that every Amer-
ican in every district we serve has
health care.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, health care in the United States
has degraded in accessibility and quality, to
the extent that we are a nation in crisis. Fun-
damental change is needed to truly make
progress toward a healthier America.

My experiences as a federal legislator—and
as a nurse—have provided a unique vantage
point from which to discuss this issue. During
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my years as chief psychiatric nurse at the Vet-
erans’ Administration Hospital in Dallas, | have
seen, first-hand, the state of affairs of our
health care system.

When it comes to mental health, for exam-
ple, our system is particularly weak. Insurers
do not provide sufficient or consistent cov-
erage of mental health care services. Individ-
uals with mental illness must navigate a patch-
work of community service providers. Those
with severe illness often have limited options
for care. They end up homeless and are vic-
tims of a system that does not work. Others
may not have an employer who understands
mental illness. Others may be unemployed,
and uninsured; or they may work for minimum
wage and earn “too much” to qualify for Med-
icaid. People with mental illness are among
those least served by our local and national
care systems.

We need relief from the harsh and unfair
practices of the health insurance industry. We
need a guarantee of quality, affordable health
care for all of us. We need to set and enforce
the rules so insurance companies put health
care above profits. We must be able to keep
the health care that we have, and in addition,
we need the choice of a public plan, so we’re
not left at the mercy of the same private insur-
ance companies that have gotten us into this
mess.

It is my belief that we need not re-invent the
wheel. We can achieve savings and improve
value in our current systems of Medicare,
Medicaid and CHIP—and make them available
to anyone who needs coverage. Legislation
like H.R. 676 makes a strong case for this pol-
icy strategy. Tonight | would like to share
some good suggestions for health care reform.
A study by the Commonwealth Fund analyzed
policy options and their economic impact on
health care costs. Five major strategies
emerged, and | think these should be prior-
ities.

First, we must extend affordable health in-
surance to all.

Second, we should offer financial incentives
to reward efficiency and quality in health care
that is provided.

The third strategy is to ensure that care is
accessible, coordinated and patient-centered.

A fourth strategy for a high performance
health system is that we must set benchmarks
for quality and efficiency.

Last, a reformed health care system must
hold national leadership accountable, and it
must allow for public/private collaboration.

We can take the best of current models,
and lessons learned, and use that to reform
our health care system. Only then will we
begin to reduce the health disparities that
plague African Americans and other minorities.

Forty-six million uninsured Americans, in-
cluding 5.7 million Texans, need health care
coverage.

The time to act is now.

——————

INEQUITIES IN THE RULES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. CARTER. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

If you read this statement right here,
Speaker of the House NANCY PELOSI on
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November 8, 2006 made this statement,
which has been quoted quite a bit,
“The American people voted to restore
integrity and honesty in Washington,
D.C., and Democrats intend to lead the
most honest, most open, and most eth-
ical Congress in history,”” November 8,
2006. That’s a very, very noble goal, a
noble goal that unfortunately doesn’t
seem to be being met by the majority.

I've been here on the floor of the
House talking about ethics now and
talking about basically right and
wrong, stuff that anybody can under-
stand, I think; that there are just cer-
tain things that really just by their
very nature just don’t seem right.

I credit the American people with an
awful lot of common sense, and I think
that common sense leads them to look
at some of the things that go on in
Washington and say, You know what,
that doesn’t make sense. That’s just
not right. Something’s wrong here.

Generally when the American people
are saying to themselves, That doesn’t
sound right, something’s wrong, that’s
just not the way it ought to be, gen-
erally they’ve got a pretty good judg-
ment of what they’re looking at and
what they’re hearing.

It’s been my—I wouldn’t say duty—
but the goal that I'’ve taken on to try
to point out some of these things. And
I started off with a good friend, a gen-
tleman named CHARLIE RANGEL.

CHARLIE is the chairman of one of the
most important committees in the
House of Representatives, the Ways
and Means Committee, the taxation
committee of the House of Representa-
tives. I actually discovered when Mr.
RANGEL spoke on the floor of the House
about the fact that he hadn’t paid
taxes on a piece of Caribbean real es-
tate that he owned for a long period of
time because he just misunderstood
that that was income to him and that
he had submitted the unpaid past-due
taxes and would pay any penalties and
interest that might be assessed. But
none had been assessed.

It just struck me, having been a
small-town lawyer and a judge in a me-
dium-sized suburban county, that that
didn’t sound like the IRS that most of
my friends and neighbors were familiar
with. Because most of my friends and
neighbors were familiar with the IRS
that when they just didn’t pay on April
15 but paid on October 15 of the same
year, they looked at their tax bill, and
along with the taxes was interest and
sometimes penalties. If they went
longer than that, there was even more
interest and even larger penalties.

It seemed to me when you’re talking
about something like 10 years I believe,
but don’t hold me to that—it was in
double figures anyway—when you're
talking about the years that Mr. RAN-
GEL didn’t pay his taxes, and it was in
the sum of, as I recall, it was about
$10,000 or $12,000 that he had to pay. I
don’t remember the exact number on
that either. But for there to be no pen-
alties and interest, when somebody
who pays their tax bill 6 months late,
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and they only owe maybe $400, $500, and
they look down there and there’s pen-
alties and interest. I thought—and I
think people listening to that would
have thought the same thing—Well,
that’s not right. If everybody else is
paying penalties and interest, why
isn’t the chairman of the Ways and
Means Committee paying penalties and
interest? Surely it’s not because he’s
the chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee and is in charge of over-
seeing taxation for the House of Rep-
resentatives. Surely that is not the
case. But if it is the case, then the rest
of the world is being treated differently
than Mr. RANGEL.

So I introduced a bill to this august
body to create the Rangel Rule. The
Rangel Rule is very simple. If you fail
to pay taxes for whatever reason, and
you’re willing to pay those past-due
taxes, but you don’t want to pay pen-
alties and interest—even if it’s been 10
or 20 years that you haven’t paid the
taxes—just like Mr. RANGEL, you can
claim the Rangel Rule, and you won’t
have to pay penalties and interest.

All you basically do is write on your
taxes when you pay your taxes, ‘‘exer-
cising the Rangel Rule,” and then you
will be treated the same as the chair-
man of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, and your penalties and interest
should be excused.
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Now, a lot of people thought that was
funny. And a lot of people caught on to
it and thought it was a good idea. And
it is still here looking for signatures on
a discharge petition which is growing
which would allow us to bring this to
the floor of the House. But its real pur-
pose was to have people who use com-
mon sense apply common sense to this
issue and say, That is not right. That is
not fair. And it put a spotlight on one
particular incident that is not fair. But
I have got three pages here of various
people that have issues.

And then of course, in our current
news, we have issues with the Speaker.
So, we will get to all that as we go
through this evening. But right now, I
don’t want everybody to think I'm just
picking on Mr. RANGEL because quite
frankly, there is a lot of other issues
here.

And to start off with, we have the
Secretary of the Treasury. Do you
know that guy? That is the guy that
has told us we need to spend these tril-
lions of dollars to save the world. Well,
the man who has spent us into the
poorhouse almost didn’t pay his taxes.
Now, the difference between Mr.
Geithner and Mr. RANGEL, in Mr. RAN-
GEL’s defense, is what we call the
“Geithner rule precedent.” Even with
solid evidence that a taxpayer was
aware of their self-employment tax li-
ability, was given funds specifically to
pay their obligation and still con-
sciously failed to pay, only interest
should be assessed. Because Mr.
Geithner failed to pay his self-employ-
ment tax, even though the people who
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paid him sent him the money in a
check, $30,000 worth, and said, Here it
is. This is to pay yourself employment
tax. And he didn’t pay it. Now, I as-
sume he kept the money. But he didn’t
pay it. And when he then was at that
time being offered up as the nominee
for the job of the Treasurer of the
United States, he did rush down and
pay that amount of money. But he
didn’t have any penalties assessed
against him, even though, arguably, it
is an intentional act, because he was
specifically told, Here is the check to
pay your taxes, and he didn’t pay them.
And it took the fact that the President
of the United States chose him to be
Treasurer to get him to pay those
taxes. We don’t know if he ever would
have paid them if he hadn’t come under
the spotlight of this government. But
when he did, he paid them.

And if anybody intentionally did
something like that, you would think
that there would be some kind of pen-
alties about it. And yet all he had to do
was, he did have to pay some interest,
so that is why it is not exactly a Ran-
gel Rule. But he didn’t have to pay any
penalties. And my gosh, if the ordinary
citizen from Toledo, Ohio, just doesn’t
pay on the 15th of April and pays on
the 15th of October, he will pay some
penalties. It may not be a lot, but he
will pay some penalties, and he’ll pay
some interest.

The question you have to ask your-
self is, what makes Mr. Geithner so
special that he doesn’t have to pay pen-
alties for intentionally not paying his
taxes? And I guess the answer is it is
because he was the second highest man
in the Treasury, and now he is the
Treasurer of the United States, and he
is the man who is advising us on this
massive spending program that this
House has set forward before it in the
last 100 days. More money has been
spent by this House in the last 100 days
than all the Congresses and all the
Presidencies that have ever gone before
put together on the advice of the man
who was aware that he had to pay his
self-employment tax because he got a
letter telling him that which he had in
his possession and he didn’t pay it.

I think almost everybody thinks it is
not right for somebody, because they
have a government position, to be
treated differently from somebody else.
I think common sense in America tells
us that is the right thing to do. The
right thing to do is treat everybody the
same. And just because you’'re a big
shot doesn’t mean that you don’t have
to pay your fair share and you
shouldn’t be treated exactly like any-
body else in this country. And that is
what we have been talking about. So
that is just an extension of the Rangel
Rule.

We could stop there because I talked
about this before. But there are others
that need to be mentioned.

This is an article from The Wash-
ington Post, Federal funding funneled
to Representative MURTHA’S sup-
porters. A Pennsylvania defense re-
search center regularly consulted with
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two handlers close to Representative
JOHN MURTHA, a Democrat from Penn-
sylvania, as it collected nearly $250
million in Federal funding through the
lawmaker, according to documents ob-
tained by The Washington Post and
sources familiar with the funding re-
quest. The center then channeled a sig-
nificant portion of the funding to com-
panies that were among MURTHA’s cam-
paign supporters.

This brought to attention another
issue. This issue has to do with the fact
that Representative MURTHA has
steered millions of dollars to a group of
people, contracts, to a group headed by
a man named Bill Kuchera, who is a
government contractor. And these of-
fices of this firm, PMA, were raided by
Federal officers on January 3 of this
year. It says, this contact has very
close ties to JOHN MURTHA. The agents
were from the FBI, IRS and the De-
fense Criminal Investigative Service.
They searched the offices of Kuchera
Industries and Kuchera Defense Sys-
tems in three different locations in
Pennsylvania. This is the same group
that has contributed thousands of dol-
lars to Mr. MURTHA’S campaign.

Now, this is something that, at a
very minimum, should be talked about
by the Ethics Committee. I didn’t men-
tion that in the ethics report on CHAR-
LIE RANGEL we were promised by the
Speaker of the House, NANCY PELOSI,
back when this all broke last fall, that
the Ethics Committee would have con-
cluded the investigation and cleared up
the Rangel situation by the beginning
of this Congress. So we all waited in
anticipation of finding out if there was
a solution to this issue concerning Mr.
RANGEL. Nothing has come. And we
have heard nothing, absolutely noth-
ing, from the Ethics Committee.

The same thing, NANCY PELOSI has
actively blocked seven resolutions that
would require the Ethics Committee to
form an investigative subcommittee
that would look into the relationship
between PMA-awarded earmarks and
campaign donations with Mr. MURTHA.
Why does she feel the need to protect
PMA? Well, we have a body here called
the Ethics Committee. And that Ethics
Committee’s job is to go look into
these allegations against our Members
and come up with solutions to that
problem. Either they have violated the
rules of this House or they haven’t vio-
lated the rules of this House. Either
they have violated, more importantly,
rules of the laws of the land or they
haven’t violated the law of the land.
And if that is the case, the Justice De-
partment should, I assume by this
search that they had, be looking into
this issue.

These issues need to be resolved.
These issues prevent us from having
the most open, ethical Congress in his-
tory and caused that rule to rest in
peace. So that statement is now rest-
ing in peace in those two cases because
nothing has been done.

And there is more. An organization
got earmarks from Representative
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ALAN MOLLOHAN that gave free rent to
a family charity. MOLLOHAN provided
millions of dollars in earmarks to a
group he helped to start, and that
group gave the Mollohan Family Chari-
table Foundation $75,000 in free rent,
according to Roll Call newspaper on
the Hill. The West Virginia High Tech-
nology Consortium has provided more
than $75,000 in free rent and adminis-
trative services to the Robert H. Mol-
lohan Family Charitable Foundation
according to the tax records while re-
ceiving millions of dollars’ worth of
earmarks from ALAN MOLLOHAN, Demo-
crat from West Virginia, who serves as
the family charitable foundation’s sec-
retary.

Here is a copy of The Washington
Post article, upon taking control of the
Congress in November of midterm elec-
tions, Democrats vowed to require law-
makers to disclose their requests and
to certify that money they are request-
ing does not benefit them. Another key
Democratic reform requires House
Members seeking earmarks to certify
that neither they nor their spouses
have any financial interest in the
project. In the Democratic Congress,
pork is still getting served. That is
from The Washington Post, May 24,
2007.

And then, West Virginia charity got
rent deal, Roll Call, March 10, 2009. The
West Virginia High Technology Consor-
tium has provided more than $75,000 in
free rent and administrative services to
the Robert H. Mollohan Family Chari-
table Foundation while receiving mil-
lions of dollars of earmarks from ALAN
MOLLOHAN.

Now Mr. MOLLOHAN says that this is
perfectly legitimate. And do you know
what? It might be. It might be. But
that is not for us to judge.

Once again, if you are trying to have
the most open, ethical and honest Con-
gress in the history of the Republic,
then when you have questions raised
like this, there should be a place you
go to resolve those questions. To me,
at least the starting place is the Ethics
Commission and the Ethics Com-
mittee. And yet here we are. There has
been no ethics investigations that we
know of launched to look at these alle-
gations.

I think the American citizens ought
to look at this and say, well, why not?
If in reality this is innocent and there
is nothing wrong with it, then why
couldn’t it be brought before the Ethics
Committee and they can tell us this is
perfectly all right, normal behavior to
give large amounts of earmarks to a
company and then get free rent for
your charitable foundation. Maybe it is
perfectly legitimate. I don’t know. But
if you listen to that, and you think of
the most honest, open, ethical Con-
gress in the history of the Republic,
then you would say, something needs
to be resolved about this issue.

And really that is what we are about
here. We are saying we want resolu-
tion. We want someone to look into
these matters, and let’s be what NANCY
PELOSI has promised us we would be.
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I would like to say that was all. But
there was also this issue recently. Rep-
resentative MAXINE WATERS pushed for
a $12 million TARP giveaway to One
United Bank. WATERS’ husband is a
stockholder and member of the board
of directors of that bank. Daughter
Karen Waters and her firm have made
over $450,000 charging candidates and
ballot measures sponsors for endorse-
ments for Ms. WATERS. And L.A. Coun-
ty supervisor, Yvonne Burke, sup-
ported a measure to lease the Chester
Washington Golf Course to American
Golf, owned partly by Representative
WATERS’ husband and son after WATERS
supported Burke in her campaign. All
these allegations came out in the Los
Angeles newspapers.

Now, there may be absolutely noth-
ing to this. We don’t know. But you
ask yourself, does it sound like there is
nothing to it? Because what I failed to
say was part of that article was that it
is a clear indication that Ms. WATERS
used influence to get them to look at
giving TARP money to One United
Bank. And doesn’t that talk about ben-

efits to House Members or their
spouses, any financial interest in the
project?

I would argue if that is the rule
passed by the Democratic Congress, the
ethics rule for this Congress, imposed
upon themselves and others, shouldn’t
we follow that rule?
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Doesn’t it make sense? Doesn’t it
make sense to say let’s get answers to
that question? I don’t understand why
that also is not something for the Eth-
ics Committee to report on.

Rahm Emanuel, a former Member of
this body, now the, some would argue,
the number two man in the White
House, the man who has President
Obama’s ear, he got free rent from
R0OSA DELAURO, who is also a Member
of this body, by living in her basement
in an apartment. I mean, you know, I
am sure it was a nice place, for 5 years.
Rent free.

Now, you say to yourself, Well, isn’t
it all right for one Member of this Con-
gress to allow another Member of this
Congress to stay in their place if they
want to and not charge them any rent?

I would say, yeah, I don’t really see
anything wrong with that. But then, if
you knew that Ms. DELAURO’s husband
was a lobbyist who regularly lobbied
this Congress, then all of a sudden you
have got to say, wait a minute. Now
we’re talking about this rule right
here, these requests, and spouses and
Members and financial interests and
interest in lobby events in this Con-
gress.

And, you know, the lobby right now,
they are the enemy of the state as far
as we hear around this place all the
time. These are the most horrible peo-
ple on Earth we hear from people
around here. I don’t agree with that.
They’re human beings just like any-
body else and they’re doing a job, but
those who aren’t doing it properly are
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an issue for this Congress. And I would
argue that that ought to at least be
looked into.

No action has been taken by the Eth-
ics Committee, and when Rahm Eman-
uel was put on as Chief of Staff to the
President, the Ethics Committee said
it now has no jurisdiction over him. So
I guess if there is an issue there, it’s
gone away by moving from the legisla-
tive branch to the executive branch.
But just because you move doesn’t
make it right. It’s an issue that ought
to be answered to.

And it may be absolutely positively
nothing there, but what do you think?
What do the Members of this body
think? Does it sound like it ought to be
looked into? Does it sound like it
ought to be questioned? Does it sound
like something you would like to know
the answer to? Because, let me tell
you, I can almost take judicial notice
of the fact that rent in Washington,
D.C., it’s not cheap. And so if he’s get-
ting rent every month for 5 years, I
would say, I don’t know what the place
looks like, but I've shopped around for
those basement apartments. I rented a
room with a microwave for a thousand
dollars a month. Others rent those
apartments down in the basement of
people’s townhouses around here for
anywhere from $1,500 to $1,800 a month,
times 5 years. That’s a pretty decent
gift. That’s a pretty decent reward.

And it wouldn’t be bad if it was just
a Member of this Congress, but it is the
lobbyist spouse who also is giving that
gift, and it ought to be talked about. It
ought to be looked into.

We say that we don’t want to have
conflicts of interest in this House. We
want to disclose those conflicts of in-
terest. Anyway, you are supposed to
disclose what you’re doing. Here. Dis-
close the requests and the money being
certified and what you do.

Now, Hilda Solis served, who has now
been appointed to the Labor Depart-
ment, Secretary of Labor. She was the
treasurer with fiduciary duties for a
labor organization, in direct violation
of House Ethics Rules. Her group lob-
bied Congress and took direct action in
elections under all her fiscal approval
while serving in Congress.

Her husband failed to pay taxes, even
after the IRS liens, for 16 years. And I
guess the shift to the executive branch
is the solution to that problem, but it
really ought to be the Ethics Commit-
tee’s job. But once again, now that
she’s Secretary of Labor, the Ethics
Committee has no jurisdiction over
here. But does that make it right? Does
that make it not—does that make it
okay to do that? Is that the kind of
government that our President prom-
ised us he wanted to have? He was
going to have the kind of a government
that we could be proud of; and yet this
lady, in violation of House rules, rep-
resented a labor group that lobbied this
Congress, and she was part of their ex-
ecutive committee and didn’t report it,
and now she’s Secretary of Labor and
all is forgiven. And yet she’s right
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where the conflict was, if there was a
conflict. I mean, doesn’t that make
sense to anybody that that ought to be
looked into by somebody?

We had an ethics issue down in Flor-
ida, and it caused one of the Members
of this House, rightfully, for other rea-
sons also, to lose the election. Tim
Mahoney, the Democrat, we learned
through the press and from his own
lips, paid off a mistress that he had
with Federal funds so that she’d keep
quiet. He is accused of using these tax-
payer Federal funds to pay a former
staffer and his mistress. The Speaker
of the House refused to take action.
Florida voters told her she was wrong
and kicked him out.

Compare that to the pledge. The Eth-
ics Committee took no action. He was
voted out of office after one term. The
people took some action. So maybe
that’s where we are today. Maybe
that’s the only place we get recourse is
from the people of the United States.
They have to step up.

You know, we took a big battering as
a party. I was very offended, as were
many Members, when we were accused
of all being part of a culture of corrup-
tion. You don’t hear me accusing every
Democrat in this House, because of
these people on this list, being part of
a culture of corruption. There are
good-hearted people on that side of the
aisle who are doing the right thing, and
I don’t think it’s fair for anybody to
step up and classify a whole party be-
cause of the issues of some.

But I do think that when those issues
come up, it’s the duty and responsi-
bility of that party to make sure those
issues are resolved. We resolved ours.
Many people resigned. Many people
didn’t run for reelection because of
issues that came up, and here we are
with these issues.

And then finally, once again, resting
in peace is the most open, ethical, hon-
est Congress in history, and that very
noble phrase basically died between
January 4, 2007, and February 10, 2009.
And it died because of all these issues
not resolved by this House, not re-
solved by its Ethics Committee, not re-
solved by the Justice Department if it
is applicable. And when you come out
of a world of right and wrong and you
try, to the best you can—and people
make mistakes. You know, some of
these things could be mistakes. I want
to make that very clear.

But these are the kinds of things that
others have been accused of being part
of a culture of corruption, and those
issues were resolved. These issues go
unresolved, and the leader who set the
standard, who has told us that these
things would be resolved, has not only
not resolved them, she has been a
stumbling block for resolving these
issues.

And now, that brings us to an issue
that we have with the Speaker. Speak-
er NANCY PELOSI is having an ongoing
war with the CIA. I think most of the
country is aware of that, and it has to
do with accusations and allegations
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concerning what some call torture and
others call interrogation practices with
those people who are, have been held in
Guantanamo or other places as poten-
tial terrorist enemies of our state. And
the issue, of course, that makes the
front page is waterboarding. Whether
it’s good or evil, whether it’s torture or
not torture is not what we are talking
about today. That’s for—I think each
of us has our own opinion about that.

I think the real issue here, the issue
we have to resolve, is that the Speaker
of the House has attacked unmercifully
this entire operation and all of these
things to do with the—who got told
what about this interrogation practice.
And she denied vehemently that she
had ever gotten any knowledge of these
extensive interrogation tactics. And
she’s just really stood up and in no un-
certain words said, I never knew about
it.

Well, the current CIA director, the
current Democrat CIA director who
was appointed by President Obama, has
released information to the fact that
Ms. PELOSI was, when she was the mi-
nority leader and in the minority, she
was in the room when these interroga-
tion methods were discussed and that
there are notes to show she was there.
And she has said—she’s basically tak-
ing the position that the CIA is not
telling the truth. Some say either Ms.
PELOSI’S not telling the truth or the
CIA is not telling the truth. That’s
kind of where we are.

But truthfulness, public statement
truthfulness is what we would expect
from a Speaker who tells us this is
going to be the most open, ethical, and
honest Congress in history.

I don’t know. I think most everybody
comes from a part of the world sort of
like mine, honesty means telling the
truth. And I think at your parents’ or
your grandparents’ knee, they would
tell you, You be honest. You tell the
truth.

I have told my children, when some-
thing was broken or something hap-
pened, Now, you be honest and you tell
me the truth, because if you don’t, it
will be worse on you than if you did
tell the truth. And I believe they will
testify to that fact. Because the truth
is just, that’s something we instill in
our children. We hopefully all do that
because, quite frankly, truth and hon-
esty is a goal we set for ourselves as
Americans. We set the goal for our-
selves as a Nation to be an open, hon-
est Nation. And we do that by raising
the next generation, hopefully, to un-
derstand the difference between telling
the truth and not telling the truth.
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I don’t like the word ‘‘lie”” or ‘‘liar,”
and I'm not going to use it. Others
might, but I'm not. I will tell you that
you are not honest if you are not tell-
ing the truth. It comes down to: Is this
CIA telling the truth or is the Speaker
of the House telling the truth?

Now, why would somebody go off on
this in such a big way? Well, I don’t
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think I’'m going off on it in nearly as
big a way as are some of the people in
the press right now. Let’s wake up,
folks. The reality is we’re talking
about a person who, through a series of
horrible disasters, might end up being
the President of the United States, an
unelected President of the TUnited
States, because if something should
happen to the President or to the Vice
President, God forbid, the Speaker of
the House stands in line to be the
President of these United States. The
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives is an important, important posi-
tion.

This issue of truth plays on how we
want this place to operate and who we
want to be. Do we want to talk to each
other straight, tell each other the
truth, look each other in the eye, give
our word, and keep it? When something
happens, do we want to tell them, yes,
it happened or, no, it didn’t happen,
and it’s the truth? How do 400-plus peo-
ple get together and try to work things
out and keep saying, let’s all work to-
gether, if we don’t talk honestly to
each other?

So it’s either the CIA—the agency
that is in charge of intelligence for this
Nation—or it’s the Speaker of the
House. They’re both important. I would
allege the Speaker is more important
even though the duty of protecting this
Nation by National Intelligence is real-
ly what has kept us safe for these last
8 years since the attack on 9/11. Even
so, as for the Speaker of the House,
who is standing in line to be President
should a disaster strike this Nation, I
think the truth should be part of what
comes from her lips.

So this needs to be resolved. The
American people have a right to know.
This Congress has a right to know. We
have a right to know all that we can
about those meetings where enhanced
interrogation was discussed, whether it
was at one or whether it was at 50. I
don’t know how many it was discussed
at, but I know it has been clearly stat-
ed by the head of the CIA that at one
Ms. PELOSI was present, and it was
clearly stated that enhanced interroga-
tion was being used.

So I guess the best, real title to this
discussion we are having these days is:
Let’s get to the bottom of it. Let’s get
to the bottom of this stuff. Let’s get
through it and find out what the truth
is. Let’s lay it out before the American
people, and let’s let the cards fall
where they may. That’s what I think
ought to happen.

As a solution finder for 20 years, ev-
erybody who comes into the court-
house is looking for a solution to their
problems. You hope most of the time
you’re right, and sometimes you might
not be right, but your job that day is to
try to solve that problem to the best of
your ability under the law.

We owe a duty to this wonderful
body, to the greatest legislative body
ever created on the face of the Earth.
We owe a duty to this great bunch of
folks out there—we call them Ameri-
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cans of all sorts—that this government
speaks the truth.

I am really pleased to see my friend
MARK KIRK join me. I am going to yield
such time as he would like to use. He is
a very intelligent man about the mili-
tary in general, so I would like to hear
his comments.

Mr. KIRK. I would just like to raise
this point:

As you well know from criminal
law—and I think the code is section 5,
U.S.C. 1001—lying to Congress is a fel-
ony. So the question will be: Will
criminal charges be brought by con-
gressional officials against CIA briefers
for lying, as they’ve said, which is a
felony—then we can expose that
record, have a criminal investigation
and possibly a trial—or are these
empty charges and no criminal process
will be put forward because there were
no crimes, and the Speaker will not be
able to back up what she said on na-
tional television, and will not come
forward with any potential felony ac-
cusations? It seems clear to us that she
won’t, and that puts quite a light on
the statements that she made before
the country.

I yield back to the gentleman.

Mr. CARTER. The gentleman raises
an excellent point, and that’s just what
we’ve been talking about here. I thank
the gentleman for reminding me of
that fact. In reality, that testimony is
treated under oath, and lying to Con-
gress carries penalties. If the CIA is
lying, as Ms. PELOSI seems to be alleg-
ing, then, quite frankly, we ought to
look into it. I mean, the one thing this
body should do is enforce the laws of
this land. So I thank the gentleman for
reminding me of that.

As we’ve been talking here today
about solutions, that would be one so-
lution, to bring this to light. It’s all
about sunlight. You know, sunlight is
purifying, and if you put the light of
day on things, we generally get the an-
swers to questions we have. All of the
things I've talked about today, all of
them, just need sunlight on them.
Maybe they’ll all clear up, but we’ve
got to have somebody asking for it, and
that’s what I've been doing these last 6
or 8 weeks.

I see my good friend from Texas, a
fellow judge and fellow Congressman is
here, LOUIE GOHMERT. He is one of my
very dearest friends. I yield such time
as he would choose to consume.

Mr. GOHMERT. Well, 1 appreciate
both of my friends’ comments here to-
night. As always, they are very
thoughtful.

These are serious issues. As a former
judge, like my friend from Texas, when
you hear serious issues and serious al-
legations, you know that somebody
lying, it’s a serious allegation. So you
look for evidence. Is there evidence to
show maybe so? As my friend from
Texas knows, as a judge, the rules of
evidence don’t allow prior activity to
be introduced as evidence of what hap-
pened in a later activity unless it rises
to the level in some cases of habit
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where it’s sufficient to possibly avoid
that rule. So, anyway, I’ve been look-
ing for indications that, maybe, you
know, it’s something else.

We had the printout from some of the
information on the Speaker’s Web site
in the last Congress, and the statement
was made that our goal is to restore
accountability, honesty and openness—
very much like the 2006 statement—at
all levels of government, and to do so,
we will create and enforce rules that
demand the highest ethics.

Of course, my friends have pointed
out situations that didn’t necessarily
meet that test where, clearly, there
were ethical violations that were al-
leged that needed to be investigated.
Each time those were brought up, they
were tabled. They were not allowed to
go forward. So do you think this was a
lie—and I ask rhetorically—when it
says that we’re going to enforce the
rules that demand the highest ethics
from everybody here? I would pose the
possibility that maybe she forgot that
this was the promise originally.

If you look at another statement, it
says that bills should be developed fol-
lowing full hearings and open sub-
committee and committee markups
with appropriate referrals to other
committees. Well, I mean, you can
look at so many of the bills in the last
Congress. In fact, most of the biggest
bills, when they involved money, didn’t
go through full committee markup in
the regular order of things.

Look at the stimulus package: $800
billion. It was the biggest spending
stimulus bill of any kind that just
dwarfed by 500 percent the one that I
was against that President Bush did. I
mean, it’s incredible. There were no
subcommittee or committee markups.
There were no amendments that were
allowed, but it says here that bills were
supposed to be developed with full
hearings, with open subcommittee and
committee markups and with referrals
to other committees.

Then it went on to say that there
should be at least 24 hours to examine
a bill prior to consideration at even the
subcommittee level. Well, there wasn’t
even a subcommittee 1level. They
rammed that right through the floor
and down everybody’s throats. So you
could say, well, was this a lie then? I
don’t think so. I think they forgot that
this was what they promised. I think
this was just a mistake. They forgot.

Then it goes on to say that bills
should generally come to the floor
under a procedure that allows open,
full, fair debate, consisting of a full
amendment process. Now, like the
stimulus package, it didn’t come to the
floor with any chance of amendments
on the stimulus package. It was take it
or leave it. It got rammed down our
throats.

You say: So was this a lie? Not if
they forgot that they made these
promises. I pose that as another possi-
bility. Maybe they just forgot that
they kept making these promises, in-
cluding right up to the election in No-
vember of 2006 and again in 2008. There
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was no full amendment process as
promised here.

Then it goes on to say, though, that
the minority would be granted ‘‘the
right to offer its alternatives, includ-
ing a substitute.” Well, there was the
biggest spending bill in history like
this, and there was no opportunity for
a substitute. There was no opportunity
for alternatives. So would you say they
were lying? I think you could say they
forgot that they had made those prom-
ises.

Then it goes on to say that Members
should have at least 24 hours to exam-
ine the bill. As we’ll recall, it was put
on the Internet at around midnight,
and the next morning we were voting
on it. We were debating and voting.
There was no alternative. There was no
substitute. We just had to go with that
bill. We could fuss about it, but the
bottom line was it was going to be
rammed down our throats. I think
maybe they had forgotten that they
had promised that we would have 24
hours.

The President made promises about
how many days the people would have
to review this on his Web site. I don’t
necessarily think he was lying. I just
think he forgot that he promised. With
the stimulus, we were told that it had
to be signed immediately. We didn’t
have time to have 24 hours. It had to be
done. People were losing jobs every
day. It passed the House over much of
our fussing about it, and then it went
to la-la land for 4 days because the
President wasn’t going to sign it until
he had an adequate photo-op in Colo-
rado 4 days later. According to what we
were told, people were losing jobs every
day, and it had to be passed imme-
diately. I think, during those 4 days,
they forgot that people were losing
jobs every day, and they forgot that
they told us they had to pass it imme-
diately. That’s why they took so long
to do that.

It goes on to say, too, that con-
ference report text prior to floor con-
sideration would be provided. Well, as
my friends know, in the last Congress,
they came up with a way to go around
conference committee reports where, if
the Senate has one version and the
House has another version, then under
the rules, you have to go to a con-
ference—to a bipartisan, bicameral
committee. They didn’t want the Re-
publicans in the House to have any say
in that, so they secretly met and
worked out a compromise without hav-
ing a conference as the rules required.
Then they rammed that down our
throats but not as a conference report.
I think they forgot that they made
that promise as well.

Rules governing floor debate must be
reported before 10 p.m. for a bill to be
considered the following day. With the
biggest bills, that’s not done. I think
they forgot. I think they forgot.

We were also told on the current Web
site of the Speaker’s of honest leader-
ship and open government. The culture
of corruption practice under the Re-
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publican-controlled Congress was an af-
front to the idea of a representative de-
mocracy, and its consequences were
devastating. See, we’d been told about
all of the bipartisanship that was going
to be taking effect once the Speaker
was in power. This is on the official
Web site. It’s just a slam at the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress. I think they
forgot they were in the majority. I
think they forgot, and that’s why
they’re still making political state-
ments. This isn’t bipartisanship. These
are mean, partisan statements here. I
think they forgot. They’re in control,
and there’s no reason to be partisan
when you’re in control.

Another statement: The American
people demanded not just high ethical
standards but also transparency. Well,
there have been requests to come for-
ward and to disclose everything, and
things have come out. They aren’t
transparent. We’ve asked the adminis-
tration: Tell us what were the benefits
of the waterboarding. There has been
no transparency there. There has been
no request from the Speaker to have
that kind of transparency. I think they
forgot that this was a promise that
there would be this kind of trans-
parency and disclosure and account-
ability.
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That is also promised on the Web
site. I think they forgot. They made
those. So it may not be lies that some
would assert—and I'm certainly not
willing to assert that. I think they for-
got. And this final statement—and I
appreciate the yielding—but on the
Speaker’s Web site it says, Led by our
newest Members, House Democrats
have acted to make this Congress the
most honest and open Congress in his-
tory.

I think they forgot they made that
promise.

So I think by my friend from Texas
taking the Special Order time to re-
mind us of the promises that were
made, perhaps that will jog the mem-
ory and we’ll be able to get back to
complete some of these promises that
were made. So maybe it’s just a mem-
ory problem. Memories. How about
that?

Mr. CARTER. Reclaiming my time.

I’'m reminded of when I was in law
school. It’s a beautiful spring day and
the baseball team was playing off in
the distance. And the professor called
on every member in the back row to re-
spond to a case, and every one of them
stood up and said, I’'m unprepared, Mr.
Fritz. And when he finally went all the
way across the back row of the audito-
rium, he said, Everyone stand and look
around. You’re seeing the greatest con-
centration of ignorance in the history
of man.

Maybe we’re witnessing the greatest
lapse of memory in the history of this
Congress, because if you give them
credit for forgetting, they sure have
forgotten a lot. And I thank the gen-
tleman for pointing that out.
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There are those that say that the
way politics should work is you tell
people what you’re going to do in the
campaign, and then you do it, and then
you tell them what you did to get
elected the next time. Of course, the
new modern world is you tell them
over and over and over what you're
going to do, you don’t do it, and you
tell them over and over and over that
you didn’t. Maybe that is where we are.
All of these things are curious, but the
reality is, we raised enough issues here
tonight that we don’t meet anywhere
close to this standard.

I want to ask the Speaker how much
time we have left.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MINNICK). Six minutes.

Mr. CARTER. Thank you.

I thank my friend from Texas, a wise
counsel, to look at that and decide
maybe it’s not that we’re not having
any untruths here; maybe we’re just
having a gigantic lapse of memory by
the leadership of this House, the Demo-
cratic leadership of this House and pos-
sibly some of its participants. But I
don’t think all of the participants.
There are open, honest, ethical men
and women in this House. I think their
voices all should be heard on both sides
of the aisle.

Resolve these issues, Madam Speak-
er. Make the Ethics Committee work.
Make your office work. Follow the
rules and procedures. As Mr. KIRK says,
if we have the top leader of the House
of Representatives saying a Federal
agency has lied to Members of Congress
and to its leadership, then file charges
and let’s go take them to task on this
and find out if they did lie, and then
let’s open the pages of the books and
let’s look at the events and let’s de-
cide.

The burden of proof will be on the
state. That is fair. Our Founding Fa-
thers created that. They don’t have to
defend themselves other than sit there
if they want to. But the state has to
prove that they are lying. But if some-
one is accusing them of untruth—be-
cause I just used a word I swore I
wouldn’t use—then the law says telling
a falsehood to Congress is an action-
able offense, as Mr. KIRK pointed out.
Let’s take that action. If the CIA has
been lying to this body, let’s take them
to court. Let’s find out. Let’s have a
hearing before this body. Let’s find out
and let the sunlight, the purifying sun-
light of day shine upon this issue be-
tween the Speaker of the House and
the CIA.

And by the way, the CIA director ap-
pointed by President Obama confirms
what other CIA directors and other
Members of this Congress who were
present said, that there was a briefing.
Maybe it’s part of Mr. GOHMERT’s fa-
mous memory lapse or just forgotten.
Maybe that is the defense to all of this
we’ve talked about. Maybe all of these
issues we raised, the solution is, I for-
got. Maybe with all of the ethics issues
that have been raised before this Con-
gress, someone would think could be
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resolved by, I forgot that was a rule.
It’s not the way it works, and that’s
not the way it should work.

We’ve got issues before this Congress
that are issues that divide this Nation.
We are about putting back this Nation
together, not dividing it. That is what
our President has told us. We, in this
body, are about putting this body back
together in a healthy way. The noble
statements made by the Speaker are
only noble if they’re carried out. But if
they’re only words—we hear lots of
words around this place. There is more
than just words involved in everything
we do. There is action. Let’s resolve
these issues. That is all I ask. That is
all the Members of Congress ask. And I
think that is all that the American
people ask. Let’s resolve these issues.

I guess the ultimate resolution will
be at the polling place, but that is not
really the solution we should have.
There should be more pride in this in-
stitution than having to settle it at the
ballot box. That is kind of like settle it
out in the street in Gunsmoke. That is
not the law we want to have in this
country. Let’s settle these issues.

I thank the Speaker for his patience,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

———

HEALTH CARE AROUND THE
GLOBE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MINNICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, when I re-
turned home from Afghanistan, I have
been spending the last several months
on the health care issue and the need
for reform in this country.

Before being elected to Congress long
ago, I used to work for the American
Hospital Association as a young re-
searcher in their hospital research and
educational trust. Now, with the serv-
ice in the Congress and this back-
ground, I have been working for several
weeks now intensively building a bipar-
tisan and centrist agenda for health
care reform. Our base for this is the
Tuesday Group, 32 centrist GOP mod-
erates, which I co-Chair along with
Congressman CHARLES DENT. Tomor-
row, we will outline a detailed health
care reform agenda with 70 representa-
tives of patients, doctors, hospitals,
employer and insurer groups.

Our President has set three top goals
for health care reform: to lower costs,
to increase choice, and to expand ac-
cess. But what model should the Con-
gress use in providing the reform that
our country needs?

I want to talk tonight to provide
some details on key issues that we are
facing to review comparisons of health
care systems in the United States and
among our key allies and then to dis-
cuss detailed centrist, bipartisan solu-
tions that we could put forward—espe-
cially in Senate health care legisla-
tion—that could make its way to the
President’s desk.
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First, on the details. Our system is
built largely on private health care for
people under age 65, and we have seen
a tremendous explosion in defensive
medicine. Defensive medicine is driving
costs up in our country probably faster
than other countries because, as you
can see from this chart, the cost of de-
fending across a lawsuit has been rising
steadily in recent years, and this is
unique to the United States. This chart
alone shows that especially for obste-
tricians, gynecologists, and neuro-
surgeons, the need is clear for lawsuit
reform to restrain the growth in med-
ical costs, especially in health insur-
ance.

This chart shows a comparison in the
critical issue, which I believe that our
top focus is not in health care costs but
in health care outcomes. The question
should be whether you live or die in the
system first, then how much does it
cost.

When we look at, for example, pa-
tient-reported health care outcomes in
pap smears and mammograms, we see
stark differences in coverage for Amer-
icans and in other countries. Here you
see pap smears in the last 3 years,
women aged 25-64, 89 percent coverage
for the United States; but among our
British allies, only 77 percent, and
probably the key model that many in
Congress are looking at, Canada, falls
well below the United States.

Also in mammograms, key for long-
term health status among women in
the United States, 86 percent coverage
for women aged 50-64, and much lower
across the board in more status, gov-
ernment-controlled health care sys-
tems.

We also looked at a key fact in
health care, which is health care de-
layed is health care denied. The prob-
lem with waiting times is present in
the United States, but it’s much more
acute in other countries. When we look
at patients who waited more than 4
weeks to see a specialist doctor, we see
in the United States it’s about 23 per-
cent, 1 percent better, actually better,
in the German Republic. But in the
principal cases of Canada and the
United Kingdom, which offer so many
examples to many in this Congress for
the Kkind of health legislation they
would like to put forward, waiting
times are double what they are in the
United States. That means that the
health care that they provide would be
much poorer than for our country, es-
pecially during a long wait.

This chart shows even a more serious
situation. It shows the percent of pa-
tients that had to wait more than 4
months for health care. In the United
States, just 8, even slightly better in
Germany, but when you look at Can-
ada, and especially the United King-
dom, now reporting 41 percent of pa-
tients who have waited more than 4
months for health care.

Health care outcomes are distinctly
different for the United States and
other countries, especially with breast
cancer incidents. This chart shows
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mortality per 100,000 females of breast
cancer, and it shows that the United
States actually has the best numbers
compared to Canada and the United
Kingdom at 28 for the U.S., 29 for Can-
ada, and 34 for the United Kingdom.

When we look at high-tech medical
procedures in Britain, Canada, and the
United States, the critical procedures
necessary to actually survive key bits
of morbidity are not available in Brit-
ain and Canada as compared to our
country. In dialysis, and I speak espe-
cially as the co-Chair of the Kidney
Caucus here in Congress, we can see ac-
cess in Britain is far lower than in the
United States. For coronary bypass,
the United States is clearly much bet-
ter. And in coronary angioplasty, we
are significantly, by almost a factor of
6, better than other countries.

One of the key differences between
the United States and other countries
is people ask, Why do we spend so
much money? Why do we have, in some
areas, lower health outcomes? And part
of it might be the health practices of
Americans themselves.

This shows obesity across countries,
and we know that, in general, Ameri-
cans will be heavier than people from
other countries.
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And that leads to higher health care
costs. The question is whether building
a large State control which will re-
strict access to health care is the way
to go, or whether a program, I think,
that would have strong bipartisan sup-
port to encourage a reduction in obe-
sity would be the more appropriate
stand.

When we look at how to address
health care needs, that is primary
through health insurance. Health in-
surance currently in the United States
is governed by the States. Some States
have a fairly modest threshold for of-
fering health insurance and therefore
their health insurance costs would be
expected to be fairly low. Other States
would have extremely high mandates
for health insurance, making it more
expensive. As you can see here, the pat-
tern differs, and it sets up a way for
Federal officials to compare outcomes
of health systems in our countries.

Probably the biggest difference that
we see is in the difference of health
care costs between New Jersey and
California. In New Jersey, we see that
health care costs are totaling $6,048 per
patient, whereas in California they’re
down to $1,885. That roughly $5,000 dif-
ference is a tremendous barrier to ac-
cess for medium- and low-income per-
sons in New Jersey that is not present
in California.

It should be the policy of the United
States to remove barriers so that we
can offer low-cost insurance like what
is offered to the people of California
and not have a highly regulated, high-
barrier system, like New Jersey, pre-
vail for the United States.

When we look at the uninsured, a
number of people look just at the over-
all number, totaling $37 million in 2002,
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totaling $49 million just afterwards.
Obviously, with the recession that’s
going on, the number of uninsured has
been rising. But we ought to look a lit-
tle bit deeper as to who the uninsured
are.

As this data shows from the National
Survey on America’s Families, we see
that out of the 49 million uninsured, 22
percent were uninsured for just less
than 5 months. Another 25 percent were
uninsured for 6 months to 11 months.
Roughly half were the long-term unin-
sured—over 12 months—that I think is
very appropriate for Federal policy to
look at.

As you can see, this problem might
be somewhat smaller than originally
estimated. Also, when you look at the
uninsured, you have to ask the ques-
tion: Can people access or do people
have a problem accessing health insur-
ance because they can’t afford it? Or,
for some, is it because they simply
have decided not to pay for it?

When we look at the uninsured by
household income, we find that 19 per-
cent are over $75,000 in income, who
really should have paid for health in-
surance on their own with that kind of
income. That is above average for the
United States. Eighteen percent,
$50,000 to $74,000. Then, for the modest-
and low-income, we see roughly 60 per-
cent. Especially for the plus-$75,000 in-
come, we ought to ask: Should the
State, should the taxpayer be paying
for their health insurance, or should we
instead look for them to make some of
their own decisions?

When we look at the very low-income
uninsured, obviously we have a number
of programs already addressing the
needs of low-income Americans. This
chart shows that a considerable num-
ber of low-income Americans are al-
ready eligible for public coverage. But
as we have seen, for example, in the
State of Massachusetts, for some of the
very hardest to insure, with unsteady
addresses, sometimes registering in the
emergency room under different
names, an insurance model may not be
the best way to care for this group of
people, our fellow citizens. A better
way may be the public hospital ap-
proach that can take anyone at any-
time, for a community in the 1 percent
to 2 percent range that is very difficult
in keeping solid addresses, solid identi-
ties, or keeping appointments.

When we look at the uninsured and
how much the Federal Government al-
ready pays, by one estimate in 2004, the
Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and
the Uninsured estimated that we al-
ready commit about $35 billion on cov-
erage for lower-income Americans. And
the question that we may ask, which
may not be fully explored in this Con-
gress, is: Is that sum of money substan-
tially above the gross domestic product
of many of the members of the United
Nations? Is that sum of money being
wisely used already, or is there a sys-
tem which would provide a more flexi-
ble and effective coverage for low-in-
come Americans, which would in fact
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return a considerable amount of au-
thority and power to them in making
their own health care insurance deci-
sions?

Now, in briefly reviewing the key de-
tails and issues before us, I want to
also compare health care in the United
States to that in other countries, espe-
cially the two principal models that
many here in the Congress are looking
to, Canada and the United Kingdom,
for what they can tell us about how
health care could be changed for the
better or the worse in the United
States.

In my view, our country should work
towards providing a universal access to
health care. While a nationalized gov-
ernment HMO could prompt tax in-
creases, inflation, and a decline in
quality, I think this Congress can
enact policies to dramatically expand
health care access for Americans.

When we reform health care, in my
view, we should follow key principles,
first and foremost, that reform should
enhance the relationship that you have
with your doctor. Insurance companies
already interfere too much with our
care. But a government HMO might do
far worse.

Second, reforms should reward the
development of better treatments and
cures. Americans strongly support
treating diseases like diabetes, heart
disease, or cancer, but they are pas-
sionate about a cure.

Finally, reforms should be sustain-
able, because especially the sickest and
most elderly of our citizens will depend
for their very lives on these reforms.

The worst thing that we can do is to
enact a health care program that the
Federal Government cannot afford to
keep. In considering United States
health care reforms, many Americans
look to Canada and Britain as our
model. But Canadians have a very dif-
ferent view.

While over 60 percent of Americans
are actually satisfied with their health
care plan, only 55 percent of Canadians
report the same satisfaction. Over 90
percent of Americans facing breast
cancer are treated in less than 3 weeks,
but only 70 percent of Canadians get
such treatment. Meanwhile, thousands
of Canadians come to U.S. hospitals in-
stead.

The average Brit waits even longer—
62 days. And Britain now has fewer
oncologists treating cancer than any
other Western European country. It
may be no wonder that Britain ranks 17
out of 17 industrialized countries for
surviving lung cancer.

Similar statistics tell a tale of lower
quality care for coronary heart disease,
where 94 percent of Americans are
treated, versus 88 percent of Canadians;
or emphysema, where 73 percent of
Americans are treated versus just 53
percent of Canadians.

The most dramatic differences come
in the field of cancer, where Britain’s
most respected medical journal, The
Lancet, published the details of a very
broad review of cancer and its survival
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rates in Europe and America. In short,
here is what the Lancet reported:

The cancer survival rate for Amer-
ican men in September of 2007 was 66
percent. For European men, just 47 per-
cent. The cancer survival rate for
American women was 63 percent. For
European women, just 56. Of the 16 can-
cers studied, only Sweden showed sur-
vival rates that were close to the
American rates, but still well below
our level.

We know that diabetes is one of the
principal causes of senior health care
problems. In the United States, 93 per-
cent of Americans are treated within 6
months, while in Canada, less than
half—43 percent—see a doctor in the
same time. In Britain, it is even worse.
Only 15 percent of British diabetics are
seen within 6 months.
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Over 80 percent of American women
receive a mammogram, while only 73
percent of Canadians receive one.

Hip replacements offer a very stark
contrast between the countries. In the
United States over 90 percent of seniors
are treated with a hip replacement
within 6 months. In Canada, less than
half of patients are treated in the same
time, but many Canadians wait for a
hip for over a year. Britain is not the
place to break a hip because only 15
percent of patients are treated within 6
months, and many die during the wait.

Many advances of 21st century medi-
cine come from MRI scans. Most Amer-
icans wait less than a week for an MRI.
Most Canadians wait for over a year. In
the United States, doctors use 27 MRI
scans per million people. In Canada and
Britain, it’s less than a fifth of that at
just five MRI scans per million.

The care for children also varies.
Newborns most at risk need the close
care of a neonatal specialist. In the
United States there are over six
neonatologists per 10,000 live births. In
Canada they have fewer than four, and
Britain has fewer than three. In our
country we have over three neonatal
intensive care beds per 10,000 births,
just two and a half in Canada and less
than one in Britain. It may be no won-
der that babies in Britain have a 17 per-
cent higher chance of dying compared
to 13 percent a decade ago. Overall, the
life expectancy of a British woman
below the poverty line is falling.

The starkest difference in care be-
tween the countries comes when you
are the sickest. In Britain, government
hospitals maintain just nine intensive
care beds per 100,000 people. In America
we have three times that number at 31
per 100,000. In sum, Britain has less
than two doctors per 1,000 people, rank-
ing it next to Mexico and Turkey.

Even dentists are in short supply.
The average American dentist sees 12
patients a day while the average Brit-
ish dentist must see over 30.

Stories of poor care under a govern-
ment-only system are common in Brit-
ain. Last February, the Daily Mail re-
ported Ms. Dorothy Simpson, age 61,
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had an irregular heartbeat. Officials at
the National Health Service denied her
care because she was ‘‘too old” at age
61. The Guardian reported in June that
one in eight British NHS hospital pa-
tients wait more than a year for treat-
ment.

We know that governments regularly
run out of money, and this can have a
real impact if they are in charge of you
or your family’s health care. Ontario
canceled funding for childhood immu-
nizations, routine eye exams and phys-
ical therapy services when they ran out
of money. Government unions also reg-
ularly go on strike. In British Colum-
bia they had to cancel 5,300 surgeries
during a health care worker strike. The
Fraser Institute, an independent Cana-
dian research organization, reported
that the average wait for surgery is
now up from 14 to 18 weeks. Queen Eliz-
abeth Hospital in Halifax reports that
its X-ray machine—by the way, no MRI
available—was installed during the
Nixon administration. To compare,
Northwest Community Hospital in Ar-
lington Heights, Illinois, flunks its own
publicly reported quality standard if a
patient does not receive a PCI test
within 90 minutes of surgery.

In Washington there are many pro-
posals to have the government take
control of health care. Some bills in
Congress even call for pushing all unin-
sured people, including illegal aliens,
into Medicare. We should look very
carefully at such proposals.

Remember, Medicare covers 40 mil-
lion Americans at a taxpayer cost of
$400 billion annually. Adding another
40 million patients to Medicare’s costs
would likely cost taxpayers an addi-
tional $400 billion annually. Knowing
the government will run a $2 trillion
deficit this year during the worst re-
cession in living memory, can we enact
an enormous tax increase, or do we just
have to borrow the money from China?

Seniors and low-income Americans
will absolutely depend on the
Congress’s promises, and I believe the
worst thing that we can do is make
commitments that are too expensive
and then pull the rug out from those
who can least afford to cope. Instead,
we should back bipartisan reforms that
the government can afford to keep.

There are a number of steps Congress
should take to expand access to care
and bring down the cost of medicine.
First, we should expand the number of
Americans who have access to em-
ployer-provided health care. One of the
best ways to do this is to allow small
businesses to band together to form
larger pools of insurable employees to
share risks and administrative costs.
We should also allow franchises to offer
national health care plans so that their
members, working at Starbucks or
AlphaGraphics or Subway, can create
one large national insurable pool of
their generally younger and currently
uninsured employees.

Second, Congress should expand ac-
cess to care for millions of self-em-
ployed Americans who do not have in-
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surance. A refundable tax credit for in-
dividuals and families equal to the
same tax credit large employers get
would help millions buy insurance. In-
dividuals could be eligible for a credit
of up to $5,000 annually, and lower in-
come families would be eligible for a
credit worth up to $8,000.

Third, as jobs become more portable,
so should health insurance. We should
protect Americans who lose their jobs,
and their families, who are excluded
from coverage by pre-existing condi-
tions. Congress should also remove the
current 18-month time limit on COBRA
continuing health insurance coverage.
This would give families the option of
always, if they wanted to, at their own
expense, sticking with the health in-
surance plan they like and currently
have. This expanded coverage should
also act as a bridge for retirees who
may not yet be eligible at age 65 for
Medicare.

Fourth, we must pass commonsense
measures to bring down health care
costs. The Veterans Administration al-
ready uses fully electronic medical
records to care for 20 million patients
while saving lives and cutting wasteful
spending.

We also need lawsuit reform. State
supreme courts controlled by the plain-
tiff’s bar, like in my home State of Illi-
nois, are expected to strike down local
lawsuit reforms that cap noneconomic
damages in medical liability cases. We
need Federal lawsuit reforms to lower
insurance rates across the country,
keeping doctors in the practice of med-
icine.

Finally, the Federal Government
should mandate and enforce the right
to see in-house infections caused by
hospitals. Nearly 2 million Americans
contract hospital infections every year,
costing Medicare about $5 billion annu-
ally. We should create incentives for
hospitals to reduce their infection
rates and to publish their results.

In sum, there’s a great deal that the
President and Congress could do with-
out making the mistake of Xeroxing
the 40 years of mistakes made in Can-
ada and Britain.

So having described some of the
issues that we face, let’s look in detail
at one of the key numbers driving the
debate here in Washington—the unin-
sured. According to last year’s Census,
there are 45.7 million uninsured in
America. But according to CRS, 9.5
million of those are illegal aliens, 6
million are children now covered by
the SCHIP program that I voted for
that was signed into law by President
Obama in January, about 10.8 million
have above-average incomes in the
United States, and about 9.1 million
are only temporarily uninsured. That
means that if we focus on the problem
of U.S. citizens who are of lower in-
come, who have not been insured for
longer than a year, it is 10.3 million
folks, hardly a number that justifies a
government takeover of health care,
but one that a bipartisan centrist agen-
da could address to make sure that
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those family members have the health
insurance they need.

Yesterday I took a survey of voters
in Illinois. We received 3,400 responses,
and the question we asked was this,
““Should Congress raise taxes to fund a
new government health care plan?”’
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The answers came back: 2,730, or 80.3
percent, said ‘‘no’’; and only 454, or 13.4
percent, said ‘‘yes’’; 214, or 6.3 percent,
said they didn’t know. Clearly, in the
face of the deepest recession in modern
memory, we should not raise taxes in a
significant way throwing millions of
families out of work for a government
program that we cannot afford to keep.

Therein comes the third part of my
discussion tonight. Given these prob-
lems, given the comparisons to other
countries, and given the fiscal con-
straints on the Federal Government, is
there room for a bipartisan reform
agenda in Congress? The answer is em-
phatically ‘“‘yes.” And we will outline
that tomorrow in front of 70 different
groups.

In the view of the Tuesday Group re-
form agenda, our comprehensive re-
form agenda will accomplish eight
major goals. Number one, we will guar-
antee the doctor-patient relationship.
Number two, we will put forward re-
forms that will lower the cost of health
insurance. Number three, we will in-
crease the number of Americans who
have insurance. Number four, we will
allow Americans to Kkeep insurance
they like. Number five, we will im-
prove quality and accountability. Num-
ber six, we will increase personal re-
sponsibility. Number seven, we will
lower the demand for federal bor-
rowing. And, finally, number eight, we
will do it in a bipartisan and sustain-
able way so that momentum for this
program will not just be built up dur-
ing the Obama administration, but fu-
ture presidencies, including Republican
presidents.

In this agenda, our primary objective
is to guarantee your relationship with
your doctor. That is why tomorrow we
will be putting forward the Medical
Rights Act. The Medical Rights Act
will guarantee the rights of patients to
carry out the decisions of their doctor
without delay or denial of care by the
government. This legislation will up-
hold the right of individuals to receive
medical services as prescribed by their
doctor and will not allow the govern-
ment to restrict or deny care if the
care is privately provided. We allow, of
course, the government to run its own
health care programs for the military,
for TRICARE, for the VA, for the In-
dian Health Service and others. But if
the health care is paid for by you, you
should control it. And there should be
no attempt to control your health care
by the Federal Government.

The reason why we think this is nec-
essary is because in other countries it
is illegal for patients to pay for the
care out of their own pocket. The most
infamous restriction comes against Ca-
nadian citizens that face this barrier.
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For them, they at least have one out,
because the drive is not too far to the
United States. But if we have the gov-
ernment take over health care in
America, where will we be able to
drive? And how will we find care if it is
denied by a government program? That
is why we need the Medical Rights Act.
And in my judgment, it fulfills the
promise of the President that you will
always have choice and control of your
health care. It is a bill that he should
support.

Secondly, our goal is to lower the
cost of health insurance. What we
would like to do is allow alliances to
form, for example, among the
Libertyville Chamber of Commerce
members or among national franchise
members to build larger and larger in-
surance pools from self-employed or
small employers to spread risks, lower
cost and share administrative ex-
penses.

We would also like to equalize the
tax benefits that the self-employed re-
ceive so that small and self-employed
individuals have the same tax break
that large employers have when they
provide health insurance to their em-
ployees.

To lower the cost of health insur-
ance, you also need lawsuit reform.
And the proliferation of frivolous mal-
practice lawsuits, as demonstrated on
late-night TV for all the ads that you
see, would be a huge reform that would
help us drive down the practice of de-
fensive medicine and therefore the cost
of health insurance.

Doctors who practice in certain high-
risk fields such as emergency medicine,
general surgery, thoracic surgery and
obstetrics and gynecology especially
need this reform to stay in the practice
of medicine. By one estimate, the cost
of defensive medicine in the United
States is over $100 billion a year. Our
reforms will call for blame to be allo-
cated responsibly among key parties,
to stabilize the compensation for in-
sured patients and to encourage the
States to adopt innovative strategies,
especially alternative dispute resolu-
tion incentives for doctors and hos-
pitals, and new health care courts spe-
cializing in resolving medical injury
disputes.

We will also be calling for State in-
novation programs to reward States
that reform insurance markets to pro-
vide a more flexible insurance product
to meet the needs of patients. Instead
of dictating and controlling health in-
surance from a new Washington na-
tional office, the Congress should fol-
low the direction of the National Gov-
ernors Association that said that
States must have the flexibility to re-
spond to justifiable variation in local
conditions and costs. Obviously, health
care in Alaska is very different from
health care in Florida. And we should
allow States to manage that flexibility
in the most appropriate way. Programs
that we focused on and looked at most
intensely are Idaho’s high-risk reinsur-
ance program and the Massachusetts
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State insurance program. And these
flexible programs should not be over-
ridden by Congress.

We also want to provide more control
and flexibility, but most importantly,
dignity to low-income patients. With 25
percent of people already eligible for
public coverage, not even enrolling in
the public plans currently offered, we
should find ways to have patients be
able to join lower-cost private plans
that with a combination of subsidies
and tax credits, lawsuit reform, health
information technology and deductions
would not only make their insurance
more affordable but would suddenly
give lower-income Americans the same
control over their health care that
middle- and upper-income Americans
have.

Another key point of our agenda re-
form is to increase the number of
Americans who have access to health
insurance. There is a key point of com-
mon sense here that lowering the cost
of health insurance will expand access.
As I outlined earlier, on average,
health insurance in California costs
about $5,000 less than health insurance
in New Jersey. By permitting health
alliances and pooling national re-
sources, deploying health information
technology and equalizing tax breaks
for self-employed Americans, we will
dramatically lower the cost of insur-
ance and therefore expand access.

We should also take some time to ex-
pand rural health care. In the Con-
gress, the National Health Service
Corps and the area health care centers
should be reauthorized and expanded to
make sure that we can address this
critical rural need, especially in pri-
mary care.

One of the items not talked about
very much in the House or the Senate
is the potential for damage that we
could cause to the health insurance
that Americans currently have. Legis-
lation in the House and Senate called
the Healthy Americans Act would end
the tax break for employer-provided
health insurance in the United States.
That sounds like a technical phrase,
but you should remember that em-
ployer-provided health plans cover 160
million Americans. And most of those
plans are supported through the ERISA
legislation and tax break that employ-
ers receive. Legislation like the
Healthy Americans Act not only Kkills
the Federal Employer Health Benefit
Plan that covers every Member of this
Capital, staffer, Senator, Congressman
and all Federal employees, but it then
goes on to wipe out the Federal tax
break under ERISA for the other 155
million Americans that depend on this
health insurance.
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In fact, just yesterday, the Director
of the Office of Management and Budg-
et said we may need to look at cutting
back the tax benefit that supports em-
ployer-provided health care. In my
view, this is an idea whose time has
never come.
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One of the key rules in health care is
to do no harm, and for this Congress to
attack employer-provided health care
is an attack on the health care of every
Federal employee and 155 million civil-
ian employees who depend on em-
ployer-provided health care.

Instead, our Dbipartisan agenda
strengthens employer health care and
continues the benefits under ERISA
that cover 160 million Americans. We
should not only allow Americans to
keep the health insurance they like, we
should also improve quality and ac-
countability. One of the best ways to
do that is to accelerate the deployment
of health information technology.

The Congress should accelerate the
setting of standards and using payment
incentives under Medicare, Medicaid,
TRICARE, which covers military retir-
ees, and the VA and Indian Health
Service to encourage the more rapid
deployment of health information
technology to reduce medical errors, to
limit the waste of defensive medicine,
and to improve health outcomes. Many
of these advances, especially with elec-
tronic medical records, have already
been made at the Veterans Administra-
tion, leading to an 80 percent reduction
in health errors.

Key health information technologies
also include e-prescribing, chronic dis-
ease registries, and clinical decision
systems that will dramatically lower
cost, improve outcomes, and eliminate
errors.

This Congress also needs to work on
eliminating fraud, waste, and abuse in
the current government health care
systems. The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates that more than $10 bil-
lion in improper Medicare payments
were made in 2008 alone. There is
strong bipartisan support for a number
of policies outlined in both the Ways
and Means and Finance Committees to
improve transparency, to prosecute
fraud, and to require provider account-
ability.

When we look to the future, I think
we should emphasize research and not
rationing. It was a bipartisan effort led
by President Clinton and Speaker
Gingrich that doubled the resources to
the National Institutes of Health. In
my view, we should accelerate that mo-
mentum on basic research.

The Congress also approved funding
for comparative effective research.
Now, this research has the potential to
help patients and doctors to make in-
formed decisions. But many in the Con-
gress would like to use the $1 billion
recently approved for comparative ef-
fectiveness research to actually begin a
system of restrictions and rationing in
the United States. In my view, this
takes us into the problems that I de-
scribed earlier in my talk and would
ruin some of the key advances that dis-
tinguish American health care among
those of our allies.

We should also foster public-private
partnerships to avoid an innovation
gap that is currently existing between
where public research, especially fund-
ed by the NIH, ends and where real
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health care delivery mechanisms can
begin.

Congress can use this opportunity to
foster a new bridge for biotech compa-
nies, universities, patient advocacy or-
ganizations, pharmaceutical compa-
nies, and research institutions to accel-
erate the deployment of new research
in the practice of medicine, an area
where the United States has excelled, a
country that has already received more
Nobel Prizes in medicine than any
other country on Earth.

Finally, on the research side, we
should look at compassionate access.
With little to lose, many terminally ill
patients can only hope for the very
quick FDA approval of cutting-edge
treatments and drugs for hope in their
own case. Compassionate access can
provide real hope to patients that need
it most, can save their lives, and can
accelerate treatments for nearly every-
one, but especially the seriously ill.

When we look at the key objectives
of this bipartisan agenda, we also have
to return to a basic principle, I believe,
central to the American character,
which is increasing personal responsi-
bility. It’s time, like the chart that I
outlined here, to look at bad health
habits, principally obesity, drinking,
and smoking, and to encourage or re-
ward Americans who do not exhibit
these habits. Normally, we see 75 per-
cent of the Nation’s health care spend-
ing is dedicated to chronic diseases re-
lated to these three areas, all entirely
preventable if we encourage the right
habits.

Also, we ought to expand the use of
health savings accounts, because we
know that Americans who directly con-
trol health spending from their own
tax-deferred health savings account,
much like an IRA, will take a much
greater role in the health care deci-
sions they make. Their patient compli-
ance will likely be higher, and the
choices they make will be more appro-
priate for end-of-life care. These health
savings accounts are critical, not just
to empowering patients, but also to
eventually either becoming part of a
patient retirement savings or an estate
for their children.

Finally, when we look at all of these
reforms, we have to pay key attention
to the bottom line. Health care reform
in the United States has to lower the
demand for Federal borrowing, now at
what the President already describes as
a completely unsustainable rate. Be-
cause many sick and elderly Americans
will depend on the reforms that we
make, the reforms instituted by this
Congress must be fiscally responsible
and sustainable over time.

The Congressional Budget Office re-
ports that we will borrow $1.18 trillion
just in fiscal year 2009 in a completely
unsustainable way, and that new reve-
nues for a health care bill that could be
put forward by this House are simply
not there.

In its place, this Congress could look
at an enormous tax increase or at fal-
tering climate change legislation that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

already looks like it will not provide
the revenues initially hoped for in its
early drafts. In the face of this lack of
funding, either on the borrowing side
or the unwillingness of Americans to
go through a new tax increase and fal-
tering prospects for a climate change
bill, it’s essential that we return to the
kind of reforms that I just outlined
here tonight as a way to lower the cost
of health insurance, expand access, and
improve health care outcomes.

I spent quite a bit of time here to-
night talking about the situation in de-
tail because, in my view, this is going
to be the biggest subject this Congress
deals with this summer. When we look
at the worst angels of our nature, we
might be able to expect a fairly fierce
and partisan debate here in the House.
That is predictable but unfortunate.

My hope lies in the moderates of the
Senate who can come forward and
make sure that we have a bipartisan,
modest, and sustainable set of health
care reforms that will improve health
care for every American in this coun-
try in a sustainable way across Presi-
dential administrations and across par-
ties, and not end up making the same
mistakes as our allies in Canada and
Britain.

Well, those are the details. We will be
providing further details in the Tues-
day Group meeting tomorrow, and we
look forward to joining with many
Members on the Democratic side in
building what can be one of the great-
est opportunities for this Congress to
affect the daily lives of the Americans
that we represent.

And I yield back the balance of my
time.

————————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of official
business in district.

Mr. KANJORSKI (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of official
business.

Mr. STUPAK (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today.

Mr. WAMP (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of his
24th wedding anniversary.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HARE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HARE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BROUN of Georgia) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)
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Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, May
22.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, May 22.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, May 19, 20
and 21.

Mr. MCHENRY, for 5 minutes, May 19,
20, 21 and 22.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
today, May 19, 20 and 21.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 39 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, May 19, 2009, at 10:30 a.m., for
morning-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

1876. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s reports entitled,
“The National Healthcare Quality Report
2008 (NHQR)” and ‘‘The National Healthcare
Disparities Report 2008 (NHDR)”’, pursuant
to Public Law 106-129; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

1877. A letter from the Acting Assoc. Bur.
Chief, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
In the Matter of Amendment of Part 90 of
the Commission’s Rules [WP Docket No.: 07-
100] received April 30, 2009, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

1878. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary For Export Administration, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Additions and Revi-
sions to the List of Approved End-Users and
Respective Eligible Items for the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) Under Authoriza-
tion Validated End-User (VEU) [Docket No.:
090415662-9687-01] (RIN: 0694-AE61) received
April 30, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

1879. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Accounting Standards Advisory Board,
transmitting the Board’s report entitled,
‘“Estimating the Historical Cost of General
Property, Plant, and Equipment: Amending
Statements of Federal Financial Accounting
Standards 6 and 23, pursuant to Section 307
of the Chief Financial Officers Act of 1990; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1880. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Per Diem for Nursing Home Care of
Veterans in State Homes (RIN: 2900-AM97)
received April 27, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

1881. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tion Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Headstones and Markers (RIN: 2900-
AN29) received April 30, 2009, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.
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1882. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Cred-
it for Residential Energy Efficient Property
[Notice 2009-41] received April 24, 2009, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

1883. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun-
sel, Regulations, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Rail Transportation Security
[Docket No.: TSA-2006-26514; Amendment
nos. 1520-6, 1580-11 (RIN: 1652-AA51) received
April 30, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Homeland
Security.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. PERLMUTTER: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 450. Resolution waiving a
requirement of clause 6(a) of rule XIII with
respect to consideration of certain resolu-
tions reported from the Committee on Rules
(Rept. 111-113). Referred to the House Cal-
endar.

Mr. TOWNS: Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. H.R. 885. A bill to ele-
vate the Inspector General of certain Federal
entities to an Inspector General appointed
pursuant to section 3 of the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978; with an amendment (Rept.
111-114). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union.

Mr. TOWNS: Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. H.R. 2182. A bill to
amend the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 to provide for enhanced
State and local oversight of activities con-
ducted pursuant to such Act, and for other
purposes (Rept. 111-115). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union.

Mr. TOWNS: Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. H.R. 626. A bill to pro-
vide that 4 of the 12 weeks of parental leave
made available to a Federal employee shall
be paid leave, and for other purposes (Rept.
111-116 Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the Union.

Mr. CONYERS: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 1676. A bill to prevent tobacco
smuggling, to ensure the collection of all to-
bacco taxes, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 111-117). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the
Committee on House Administration
discharged from further consideration,
H.R. 626 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union, and ordered to be printed.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA (for himself,
Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. DELAHUNT, and
Ms. HIRONO):

H.R. 2455. A bill to amend the Whale Con-
servation and Protection Study Act to pro-
mote international whale conservation, pro-
tection, and research, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in
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addition to the Committees on Natural Re-
sources, Ways and Means, and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mrs. DAVIS of California (for her-
self, Mr. BIsHOP of New York, Mr.
HARE, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. Wu, and
Mr. COSTELLO):

H.R. 2456. A bill to amend section 484B of
Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide for
tuition reimbursement and loan forgiveness
to students who withdraw from an institu-
tion of higher education to serve in the uni-
formed services, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mrs. DAVIS of California (for her-
self, Mr. McCOTTER, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
WITTMAN, and Mr. HARE):

H.R. 2457. A bill to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, the
Public Health Service Act, and the Internal
Revenue Code to require that group health
plans and issuers of health insurance cov-
erage provide coverage for second opinions;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committees on Edu-
cation and Labor, and Ways and Means, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. LAMBORN (for himself, Mr.
AKIN, Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. BARTLETT,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
BRADY of Texas, Mr. BURTON of Indi-
ana, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. CONAWAY, Ms.
FALLIN, Mr. FLEMING, Mr. FRANKS of
Arizona, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr.
GOHMERT, Mr. HENSARLING, Mr.
HOEKSTRA, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. SAM
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. JONES, Mr.
JORDAN of Ohio, Mr. KING of Iowa,
Mr. KLINE of Minnesota, Mr. LATTA,

Mr. LINDER, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr.
MCCLINTOCK, Mr. MCCOTTER, MTr.
MCHENRY, Mr. McKEON, Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. MORAN of

Kansas, Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mr. PENCE,
Mr. PITTS, Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mr.
SHIMKUS, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. TIAHRT,
Mr. WITTMAN, and Mr. MILLER of
Florida):

H.R. 2458. A bill to amend the General Edu-
cation Provisions Act to prohibit Federal
education funding for elementary or sec-
ondary schools that provide access to emer-
gency postcoital contraception; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. BURTON of Indiana (for himself
and Mr. WEXLER):

H.R. 2459. A Dbill to amend the Public
Health Service Act with respect to the Na-
tional Vaccine Injury Compensation Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr.
GEORGE MILLER of California, Mr.
HARE, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. SERRANO, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. NAD-
LER of New York, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
FRANK of Massachusetts, Mrs.
MALONEY, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mrs.
MCcCARTHY of New York, Mr. WALZ,
Mr. RUSH, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. HOLT,
Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. FILNER, Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE of Texas, Mr. STARK, Ms.
SCHWARTZ, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
Mr. WAXMAN, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. CONNOLLY of
Virginia, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. KILDEE,
Mr. BisHOP of New York, Mr. OLVER,
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. RYAN of Ohio,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. CLEAV-
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ER, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. KUCINICH, Ms.
SUTTON, Mr. ORTIZ, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr.
BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. MARKEY
of Massachusetts, Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr.
AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. GENE GREEN
of Texas, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mrs. DAVIS
of California, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia,
Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, Mr.
LYNCH, Mr. MICHAUD, Ms. BERKLEY,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. ROTHMAN of
New Jersey, Mr. OBERSTAR, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Ms. PINGREE of Maine, Mr. CARSON of
Indiana, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. CONYERS, Mr. COSTELLO, Ms.
EsHO0O, Mr. HONDA, Ms. KILPATRICK of
Michigan, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mr. MORAN of Virginia,
Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut, Mr.
PASCRELL, Mr. PRICE of North Caro-
lina, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. WEINER, Mr. DOYLE,
Mr. FATTAH, Mr. SIRES, Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois, Mr. CLAY, Ms. CORRINE
BROWN of Florida, Mr. PALLONE, Mr.
MEEKS of New York, Mr. BERMAN, Mr.
COURTNEY, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN, Mr. PAYNE, Ms.
CLARKE, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland,
Mr. SABLAN, and Ms. FUDGE):

H.R. 2460. A bill to allow Americans to earn
paid sick time so that they can address their
own health needs and the health needs of
their families; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor, and in addition to the
Committees on Oversight and Government
Reform, and House Administration, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN (for her-
self and Mr. BOOZMAN):

H.R. 2461. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify the responsibility of
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to verify
the veteran status of the owners of small
business concerns listed in the database
maintained by the Secretary; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. KING of New York:

H.R. 2462. A bill to eliminate the backlog
in performing DNA analyses of DNA samples
collected from convicted child sex offenders,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. KING of New York (for himself
and Mr. TIAHRT):

H.R. 2463. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish and provide a
checkoff for a Breast and Prostate Cancer
Research Fund, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mrs. LOWEY:

H.R. 2464. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to prohibit advance notice to
certain individuals, including security
screeners, of covert testing of security
screening procedures for the purpose of en-
hancing transportation security at airports,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security.

By Mrs. LOWEY:

H.R. 2465. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reward those Americans
who provide volunteer services in times of
national need; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.
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By Mrs. LOWEY:

H.R. 2466. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to protect the financial
stability of activated members of the Ready-
Reserve and National Guard while serving
abroad; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. LYNCH:

H.R. 2467. A bill to provide for semiannual
actuarial studies of the FHA mortgage insur-
ance program of the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development; to the Committee
on Financial Services.

By Mr. MCDERMOTT:

H.R. 2468. A Dbill to establish a United
States-India interparliamentary exchange
group; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mr.
BURTON of Indiana, Mr. McCAUL, Mr.
COBLE, Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr. SOUDER,
and Mr. GALLEGLY):

H.R. 2469. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to enhance criminal pen-
alties for drug trafficking offenses relating
to distribution of heroin, marihuana, and
methamphetamine and distribution to and
use of children, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ROONEY (for himself, Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Mr.
KLEIN of Florida, Ms. KOSMAS, Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, Mr.
LINCOLN DI1AZ-BALART of Florida, Mr.
PosEY, Mr. MACK, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr.
HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. MEEK of
Florida, Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of
Florida, Mr. MICA, Mr. PUTNAM, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. STEARNS,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. WEXLER, Mr.
BoyD, Mr. GRAYSON, and Mr. YOUNG
of Florida):

H.R. 2470. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
19190 Cochran Boulevard FRNT in Port Char-
lotte, Florida, as the ‘‘Lieutenant Com-
mander Roy H. Boehm Post Office Building”’;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. WHITFIELD:

H.R. 2471. A bill to reauthorize the Ura-
nium Enrichment Decontamination and De-
commissioning Fund, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Energy to pay affected participants
under a pension plan referred to in the USEC
Privatization Act for benefit increases not
received, to direct the Secretary of Energy
to provide a plan for the re-enrichment of
certain uranium tailings, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. RUSH (for himself, Mr. PAYNE,
Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. RANGEL, Ms.
KILPATRICK of Michigan, Ms. CLARKE,
Mr. CLAY, Mr. FATTAH, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. MEEKS of New York,
Mr. CA0, and Mr. ROYCE):

H. Con. Res. 128. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Africa is
of significant strategic, political, economic,
and humanitarian importance to the United
States; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. BOOZMAN:

H. Res. 451. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives with
respect to childhood stroke and designating
an appropriate date as ‘“National Childhood
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Stroke Awareness Day’’; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CAPUANO:

H. Res. 452. A resolution expressing support
for designation of September 15, 2009, as ‘‘Na-
tional Kids’ Philanthropy Day’’; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself, Mr. PRICE
of North Carolina, Mr. PLATTS, Mr.
EHLERS, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. BERRY, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr.
CARDOZA, Mr. CosSTA, Mr. DOGGETT,
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. FARR, Mr.
HopES, Mr. HONDA, Mr. LEWIS of
Georgia, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr.
MCDERMOTT, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of
California, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. PoLis of Colorado, Mr.
SARBANES, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. WAXMAN):

H. Res. 453. A resolution recognizing the
significant accomplishments of the
AmeriCorps and encouraging all citizens to
join in a national effort to salute
AmeriCorps members and alumni, and raise
awareness about the importance of national
and community service; to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mr.
CoSTA, Mr. STUPAK, Mrs. BIGGERT,
Mr. WoLF, and Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of
California):

H. Res. 454. A resolution recognizing the
26th anniversary of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. TTAHRT:

H. Res. 455. A resolution congratulating
the Wichita State University men’s and
women’s bowling teams for winning the 2009
United States Bowling Congress Intercolle-
giate Bowling National Championship; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 22: Ms. WATERS, Mr. BONNER, and Mr.
NEAL of Massachusetts.

H.R. 52: Mr.TANNER.

H.R. 197: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas,
Mr.CHANDLER, Mr. NUNES,.

H.R. 416: Mr. MORAN of Virginia.

H.R. 442: Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. BACHMANN, and
Mr. KING of Iowa.

H.R. 450: Mr. MORAN of Kansas.

H.R. 484: Mr. CALVERT and Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 574: Mr. HIGGINS and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 606: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas.

H.R. 622: Ms. MARKEY of Colorado.

H.R. 669: Mr. PETERSON.

H.R. 863: Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SNYDER, Ms. KIL-
PATRICK of Michigan, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr.
CONNOLLY of Virginia, Mr. PRICE of North
Carolina, Mr. HINCHEY, Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr.
MORAN of Virginia, and Mrs. CAPPS.

H.R. 904: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 913: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 952: Mr. EDWARDS of Texas and Mr.
HILL.

H.R. 981: Mr. MCDERMOTT.

H.R. 984: Mr. MCDERMOTT.

H.R. 1064: Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. DRIEHAUS, Mr.
ISRAEL, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN.

H.R. 1067: Mr. MAsSsSA and Mr. ALEXander.

H.R. 1074: Mr. MICHAUD, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr.
CULBERSON, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. SCHOCK, Mrs.
BACHMANN, Mr. LATTA, and Mr. KING of Iowa.

H.R. 1115: Mr.CHAFFETZ.

H.R. 1118: Mr.ROHRABACHER.

H.R. 1150: Mr.CHANDLER.

H.R. 1203: Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. ARCURI, Mr. DAVIS of Ten-

May 18, 2009

nessee, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. LARSEN of
Washington, Mr. STUPAK, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. CALVERT, Mr. BOREN, and Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 1210: Mr. WALZ.

H.R. 1213: Mr. BARROW.

H.R. 1215: Ms. CLARKE.

H.R. 1242: Mr. MOORE of Kansas and Mrs.
BONO MACK.

H.R. 1257: Mr. SCALISE.

H.R. 1313: Mr. MICHAUD.

H.R. 1327: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. BoYyD, Mr. BOSWELL, Mr.
COBLE, and Mr. MINNICK.

H.R. 1329: Ms. CASTOR of Florida and Mr.
CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 1380: Mr. YARMUTH.

H.R. 1389: Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey.

H.R. 1441: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 1443: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H.R. 1454: Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, Mr.
WOLF, and Mr. BERMAN.

H.R. 1458: Mr. LEwWIs of Georgia, Mr.
CARNAHAN, and Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H.R. 1478: Mr. CONYERS and Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 1507: Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 1521: Mr. KLEIN of Florida.

H.R. 15622: Mr. FILNER, Ms. CORRINE BROWN
of Florida, and Mr. MEEKS of New York.

H.R. 1548: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas.

H.R. 1550: Mr. BOCCIERI.

H.R. 1552: Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 1558: Mr. WILSON of Ohio, Mr. LEVIN,
and Mr. BOUCHER.

H.R. 1585: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 1587: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. SCHOCK, and Mr.
HUNTER.

H.R. 1588: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. GOHMERT, and
Mr. HOEKSTRA.

H.R. 1597: Ms. KOSMAS.

H.R. 1607: Mr. KILDEE.

H.R. 1616: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr.
DEFAZzIO, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mr. OLVER,
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr.
SHERMAN.

H.R. 1662: Mr. HALL of New York, Mrs.
TAUSCHER, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. ELLISON, Mr.
CHILDERS, Mr. JONES, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr.
RUSH, Mr. ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. BISHOP of
Georgia, and Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.

H.R. 1670: Ms. SHEA-PORTER and Mr.
CONNOLLY of Virginia.

H.R. 1671: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr.
CUMMINGS, and Mr. SABLAN.

H.R. 1691: Mr. RAHALL and Mr. LATHAM.

H.R. 1708: Ms. LEE of California, Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD, Mr. JONES, Ms. SUTTON, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, and Mr. LOBIONDO.

H.R. 1712: Mr. LATTA.

. 1765: Mr. PITTS.
. 1799: Mr. BoyD and Mr. TEAGUE.
. 1803: Mr. BOUCHER.

H.R. 1898: Mr. THOMPSON of California, Ms.
SCHWARTZ, and Mr. MCDERMOTT.

H.R. 1940: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 1948: Mr. KIRK.

H.R. 2006: Mr. COHEN and Mr. GONZALEZ.

H.R. 2014: Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr.
KIND, Mr. INSLEE, Mr. NUNES, Mr. BURTON of
Indiana, Mr. COURTNEY, Mrs. DAHLKEMPER,
Mr. JONES, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. SHEA-PORTER,
Ms. FUDGE, and Mr. PUTNAM.

H.R. 2017: Mrs. DAHLKEMPER.

H.R. 2048: Mr. BURTON of Indiana.

H.R. 2049: Mr. ROE of Tennessee and Mr.
LATHAM.

H.R. 2053: Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 2058: Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr. HIN-
CHEY, and Mr. MASSA.

H.R. 2060: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN.

H.R. 2070: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 2076: . HoLr.

. 2081: . McCoLLUM.
. 2112: . EDWARDS of Maryland.
. 2123: . MURTHA.

H.R. 2141: Ms. SPEIER and Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 2193: Mr. BisHOP of Utah, Mr. BRADY
of Texas, Ms. FALLIN, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona,
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Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. HUNTER, Mr.
JORDAN of Ohio, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mrs.
LumwMmis, Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr. MCcKEON, Mr.
POSEY, Mr. LATTA, Mr. ROONEY, Mr. POE of
Texas, Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. COFFMAN
of Colorado, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, and Mr.
COLE.

H.R. 2194: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. RYAN of
Wisconsin, Mr. SHULER, Mrs. BONO MACK, Mr.
CROWLEY, Mr. Ro0SS, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr.
BOREN, Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey, Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida, Mr. MAFFEI,
and Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California.

H.R. 2209: Mr. QUIGLEY and Mr. FILNER.

H.R. 2245: Mr. TOowNS, Mr. KANJORSKI, Mrs.
MALONEY, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. MicA, Ms.
FUDGE, Mr. COURTNEY, and Mr. HARE.

H.R. 2246: Mr. PETERSON.

H.R. 2263: Mr. FARR.

H.R. 2269: Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.

H.R. 2294: Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr.
MCcKEON, Mr. CAO, Mr. MCHENRY, Mr. HALL of
Texas, Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. FORBES, Mr.
RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. EHLERS, Mr. BRADY
of Texas, Mr. ROYCE, and Mr. MCCLINTOCK.

H.R. 2312: Mr. HONDA.

H.R. 2350: Mr. WU, Mr. SARBANES, and Mr.
HEINRICH.

H.R. 2360: Mr. WELCH, Mr. WILSON of Ohio,
Mr. PLATTS, and Mr. MICHAUD.

H.R. 2365: Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. FILNER, Mr.
MCINTYRE, Mr. SABLAN, and Mr. GORDON of
Tennessee.

H.R. 2368: Mr. HINCHEY.

H.R. 2389: Mr. WU and Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 2397: Mr. CHAFFETZ.

H.R. 2404: Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr.
Massachusetts, and Mr. YARMUTH.

H.R. 2426: Mr. ELLISON.

H.R. 2427: Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.

H.R. 2450: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania and
Mr. MURTHA.

H. Con. Res. 102: Mr. PLATTS.

H. Con. Res. 108: Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. DEGETTE, and Mr. MCDERMOTT.

H. Con. Res. 118: Mr. GOODLATTE.

H. Con. Res. 120: Mr. CALVERT.

FRANK of
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H. Con. Res. 127: Mr. MEEKS of New York,
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. HASTINGS
of Florida, Mr. PIERLUISI, and Ms. CORRINE
BROWN of Florida.

H. Res. 57: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN, Mr. MEEK of Florida, and Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas.

H. Res. 111: Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. ANDREWS,
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.
TEAGUE, Mr. FATTAH, Mrs. LUMMIS, Mr.
MICHAUD, and Mr. PLATTS.

H. Res. 175: Mr. MASSA.

H. Res. 196: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina,
Mr. COBLE, Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. ROGERS of
Kentucky, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, and Mr.
WITTMAN.

H. Res. 225: Mr. HOEKSTRA and Mr. ISSA.

H. Res. 2562: Mr. RUsH, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa,
Mr. DEFAZIO, and Mr. YARMUTH.

H. Res. 260: Mr. TOWNS.

H. Res. 267: Mr. WU.

H. Res. 318: Mr. INGLIS, Mr. FLEMING, Mr.
McCOTTER, and Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina.

H. Res. 355: Mr. DOYLE, Ms. BORDALLO, and
Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.

H. Res. 386: Mr. WITTMAN.

H. Res. 390: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. ISSA, and Mr.
Youna of Florida.

H. Res. 397: Mr. DEAL of Georgia.

H. Res. 407: Mr. GUTIERREZ, Ms. CLARKE,
Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr.
DAvVIs of Illinois, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. WILSON of
Ohio, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. KAGEN, and Mr. CROW-
LEY.

H. Res. 408: Mr. WITTMAN.

H. Res. 426: Mr. CALVERT.

H. Res. 430: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania,
Mrs. HALVORSON, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr.
PALLONE, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr.
DOYLE, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. TOWNS, Mr.
MARKEY of Massachusetts, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.
NEAL of Massachusetts, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA,
Mr. PERRIELLO, and Mr. GALLEGLY.

H. Res. 433: Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. WAXMAN,
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. HOLT, Ms. NOR-
TON, and Mr. MORAN of Virginia.
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H. Res. 437: Mr. BAIRD, Mr. ALTMIRE, and
Ms. McCOLLUM.

H. Res. 439: Mr. PIERLUISI,
CHRISTENSEN, and Mr. ScOTT of Virginia.

Mrs.

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements on congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:

Pursuant to clause 9 of rule XXI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure is required to include a list of con-
gressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or
limited tariff benefits as defined in clause
9(d), 9(e), or 9(f) of rule XXI of the Rules of
the House of Representatives that are in-
cluded in the manager’s amendment to H.R.
915, the “FAA Reauthorization Act of 2009’.
It is not clear if the definition of ‘‘congres-
sional earmark’ under clause 9(d) of rule
XXI applies to the provision described below.
However, in the interest of full disclosure
and transparency, the Committee has re-
quired Members of Congress to comply with
all requirements of clause 9(d), 9(e) of rule
XXI.

The Amendment No.  to be offered by Mr.
OBERSTAR of Minnesota, or his designee, to
H.R. 915 contains a provision requested by
Representative JIM MATHESON, which allows
the release of certain restrictions on the use
of a parcel of property conveyed to the City
of St. George, Utah for airport purposes. The
proceeds from the sale of such property will
be used for the development of a replacement
airport. No other provision in the amend-
ment includes an earmark, limited tax ben-
efit, or limited tariff benefit.
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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MARK
R. WARNER, a Senator from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, we are reminded of
Your mercies that have been of old;
You have been our dwelling place in all
generations, before the mountains were
brought forth or ever You had formed
the Earth and sea. From everlasting to
everlasting, You are God.

Guard and guide our Senators. Pro-
vide them with a sense of purposeful di-
rection. Give Your enabling grace to
our legislative leaders that they may
unite their best efforts for the health
and strength of the Nation and for
peace and justice in our world. Cleanse
anything in them that would block the
flow of Your joy. May love for You be
the motive for their work, as they
strive to live worthy of Your grace.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK R. WARNER led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 18, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable MARK R. WARNER, a

Senator from the Commonwealth of Vir-

ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
remarks of the leaders, the Senate will
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators allowed to speak for up
to 10 minutes each. There will be no
rollcall votes today. The next vote will
be tomorrow morning at about 10 a.m.
That vote will be on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the substitute amend-
ment to H.R. 627, the credit card bill.

———

FINAL WEEK OF APRIL/MAY WORK
PERIOD

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in these
past few weeks, we have seen the good
that can happen when we look out for
Main Street, not just Wall Street. We
have accomplished a lot. This work pe-
riod has been tremendously productive,
but we have a lot to finish this week
before we can adjourn for Memorial
Day. We have to finish an important
bill that puts fairness and common
sense back into credit cards—those
credit cards we use every day. It stops
companies from taking advantage of
their customers with hidden charges
and misleading terms. We need to fin-
ish a bill we passed a couple weeks ago
that will crack down on corporate
fraud and mortgage scams. We need to
finish a bill that will help millions of
families keep their homes. We need to
finish a bill that reins in out-of-control

Government contractors who waste
taxpayer money, the so-called procure-
ment bill. We need to confirm Presi-
dent Obama’s nominee to be Deputy
Secretary of the Department of the In-
terior—a man who is supremely quali-
fied and held the same position in
President Clinton’s Cabinet. Finally,
we have to pass a supplemental appro-
priations bill to give our troops the
tools they need to succeed as they fight
in two wars. This funding will
strengthen our military, rebuild our
standing in the world, and reduce our
key security threats.

So I hope this week we can cap off a
productive and successful work period
with another fruitful week, but it will
take the cooperation of both Demo-
crats and Republicans to do this. I have
had a brief conversation with the floor
staff, and it is something we should be
able to do fairly quickly. I hope that,
in fact, is the case. I look forward to
visiting, sometime today, with my
counterpart, the Republican leader, to
see what we can do to work toward this
common goal of finishing our work as
quickly as we can. We all have sched-
uled a lot of things for the Memorial
Day recess. It is one of those rare times
when we can be home during the week.
We look forward to that. We want to
make that time as lengthy as possible,
and we will do what we can on this side
to see if we can move through these
very important pieces of legislation.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

——————

GUANTANAMO AND THE
SUPPLEMENTAL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 2
years ago, our Nation was in the midst
of a global battle against terrorism,
and much of our time and energy in the
Senate was devoted to that fight, from
updating laws for monitoring terrorists
overseas, to fighting an insurgency in
Iraq, to combating the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan.

Two years later, we are still engaged
in the same battle and in many of the
same debates. On most of these issues,
the Senate has had an opportunity to
express itself very clearly. Yet rarely
has it done so with as much unity as on
the question of whether to send terror-
ists at Guantanamo to U.S. soil. On
that important question, the vote was
94 to 3 against.

But something has changed. Now a
number of Democrats who voted
against sending detainees from Guan-
tanamo to the United States are ex-
pressing a willingness to do so, in con-
tradiction of their earlier vote. What
has changed? America is still at war
against terror networks around the
world. The detainees held at Guanta-
namo are still some of the most dan-
gerous terrorists alive. Indeed, over the
past 2 years, the inmates there have
been winnowed down to an even higher
percentage of committed killers than
were there before. Americans still do
not want these men in their neighbor-
hoods. They saw what the residents of
Alexandria, VA, endured a few years
ago when just one terrorist was held
there, and they do not want armed
agents patrolling their streets, ID
checks, bomb-sniffing dogs, or millions
of their tax dollars diverted to secure
terrorists.

When we voted on this question 2
years ago, the prospect of shipping ter-
rorists to U.S. soil was not imminent,
even though the previous administra-
tion had expressed a desire to close the
facility at some point. The new admin-
istration, on the other hand, set an ar-
bitrary date for closure before it even
had a chance to review the intelligence
and the evidence of the 240 men who
are down at Guantanamo now.

So I think it is perfectly appropriate,
as we look to ensure the safety of the
American people, to have another vote
on this issue. Later this week, we will
have an opportunity to do just that as
the Senate takes up the supplemental
war spending bill. The administration
has requested funds within this bill to
close Guantanamo, and Senators
should take this opportunity to clarify
their positions. So we will have a num-
ber of amendments this week on the
supplemental that will allow the Sen-
ate to express itself once again on this
most important issue.
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AUNG SAN SUU KYI

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would like to briefly discuss a trou-
bling situation a world away in Burma.
The situation involves Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who,
this very morning, stood trial—stood
trial this very morning—for permitting
a misguided soul to enter her house.

With some regularity, we in the West
are reminded of the tyranny that exists
in this troubled land.

In 2007, Buddhist monks and other
peaceful Burmese protesters were bru-
tally put down by Government authori-
ties. Scores were slain, hundreds more
were imprisoned or had to flee the
country simply to survive.

In 2008, Burma was lashed by a ter-
rible cyclone. This natural disaster was
exacerbated by a manmade disaster:
the dismal relief and response effort of
the governing State Peace and Devel-
opment Council, which refused outside
aid in the immediate aftermath, result-
ing in untold numbers of Burmese citi-
zens dying. At the same time, the re-
gime devoted its energies to its ref-
erendum of its new Constitution, a doc-
ument clearly intended to permanently
entrench military rule.

In 2009, this familiar pattern of gov-
ernmental malfeasance has continued.
First, the Government refused to per-
mit Suu Kyi’s doctor to see her, despite
her very poor health. Then the Govern-
ment took the flimsiest of pretexts to
drag Suu Kyi into this trial.

It was in this context that the Obama
administration last week issued an Ex-
ecutive order extending for another
year sanctions against the Burmese re-
gime. I applaud the administration for
taking this step, and I look forward to
working with the administration once
it has concluded its review of Burma
policy, which I have discussed on sev-
eral occasions with Secretary Clinton.

The Government of Burma should be
aware that its actions are highly trou-
bling to democracies the world over.
This is reflected not only in the admin-
istration’s new Executive order but
also in the strong support the Burmese
people enjoy in the Senate. My col-
leagues and I on both sides of the aisle
will continue to follow Suu Kyi’s trial
with great interest and deep concern.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Pennsylvania.

HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have
sought recognition to address the sub-
ject of health care reform. I support
President Obama’s call for health care
reform legislation this year. It has long
been obvious that there is a need for
health care reform in the United
States. There are some 47 million peo-
ple, perhaps more—the precise figure is
not known—who do not have health in-
surance or who are underinsured.

I have prepared an extensive state-
ment outlining some of the issues
which I think ought to be addressed,
and I have sought recognition this
afternoon to summarize those com-
ments briefly. I ask unanimous consent
that, at the conclusion of my state-
ment, the full text of my statement be
included in the RECORD as if read in
full.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, the
question of health care coverage has
long been debated in the Congress.
There is a general consensus that we
need to cover all Americans who, as I
say, either have no insurance or are
underinsured.

In my capacity as ranking member or
chairman of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Labor, Health, Human
Services, and Education for more than
a decade, I have taken the lead, along
with Senator ToM HARKIN—then on a
bipartisan basis, where we, as we have
said frequently, have shifted the gavel
seamlessly—to provide for a great deal
of health care coverage. During that
time, the issue of funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health has received
special attention, where that figure has
been raised from some $12 billion to $30
billion; and with the recent stimulus
package, an additional $10 billion has
been added. In addition to extensive
coverage and increased funding for the
National Institutes of Health, which
resulted in very substantial improve-
ments in the health of Americans on
items such as stroke and cancer and
heart disease, that subcommittee has
taken the lead on many other health
care issues, which I will not take time
now to enumerate.

I have cosponsored the legislation
proposed on a bipartisan basis by Sen-
ator WYDEN, Democrat of Oregon, and
Senator BENNETT, Republican of Utah.
I have had a series of discussions with
Senator BAUCUS, chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, and discussed the
issue with Senator ENZzI, ranking mem-
ber on the Health, Education, Labor,
and Pension Committee, and have di-
rected my staff to work with the staffs
of all the other Senators. I have noted
the comment made by Senator GRASS-
LEY when he came from a meeting at
the White House of the interest in a bi-
partisan approach, and noted Senator
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ENzI’'s statement that it was his hope
we would have a consensus for perhaps
as many as 80 Senators, which I think
is the objective. But one way or an-
other, I do support what the President
has said about moving forward health
care insurance at this time.

It is my preference, my position, that
we rely principally on the private sec-
tor. I think it is undesirable to put a
massive bureaucracy between the doc-
tor and the patient. I am open to some
intervention on a public plan, as I de-
lineate in my formal written state-
ment. Pennsylvania has a plan where,
when the insurance was unavailable on
medical liability, the State stepped in
with an insurance plan. And then, when
the insurance was available, the plan
was to have it phased out.

I have noted with interest the sug-
gestions made by Senator SCHUMER to
have a public sector for a number of di-
mensions. One is to cover areas where
there are no private plans. Certainly
that is something that ought to be con-
sidered so that everyone has the avail-
ability of health care coverage. Sen-
ator SCHUMER’s proposal further delin-
eates the standing of a public plan to
be on a level playing field with the pri-
vate sector, and has specified a number
of issues where that level playing field
would be maintained, and they are
specified in some detail in my written
statement, although not exhaustively.

Here again, it is a matter for discus-
sion and deliberation. Health care re-
form is an opportunity for the United
States Senate to verify and confirm its
standing as the world’s greatest delib-
erative body. All of these ideas are in
their formative stages, and plans are
being worked on. We have the Wyden-
Bennett model. I joined that plan, not
that I thought it was perfect—and in
my floor statement adding my cospon-
sorship I specified the concerns I had—
but I thought it was highly desirable.
At that time there were some 14 Sen-
ators, equally divided between the two
parties, which provided a critical mass,
and I thought that was a good start to
give impetus.

Of course, with President Obama’s
emphasis, with his convening a forum
on health care, where I was invited to
attend and did participate, we are mov-
ing forward. I think it is very impor-
tant to focus on items where we may
have savings within the existing health
care system. We have had very sub-
stantial Federal involvement in the
TARP program proposed by President
Bush last fall, which is very expensive.
We have had very substantial Federal
expenditures on President Obama’s
stimulus package, of which we all
know the cost. And at a time when
there is a substantial deficit and a very
substantial national debt, we ought to
look for ways for savings, and I think
there are some very specific and con-
crete ways where savings can be ob-
tained.

I begin that analysis with the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. What bet-
ter way to cut down on health care
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costs than to prevent illness. What bet-
ter way than to have scientific re-
search provide the ways to prevent ill-
ness. I have introduced specific legisla-
tion recently—again delineated in
some detail in my written statement—
on a Cures Acceleration Network, an
effort to bring the research from the
National Institutes of Health, from the
laboratory, to the bedside—as it is
summarized, from bench to the bedside.
The advances in medical research, sta-
tistics—and again they are delineated
in my formal written statement—speci-
fy the tremendous improvements in
health, where mortality has gone up
and prolonged or saved lives in so
many fields—cancer, heart disease,
stroke, et cetera. When you have a pro-
gram for health care, then I think
there are realistic ways to save money;
where people who develop chronic ail-
ments, which are very expensive, can
be ameliorated or perhaps even pre-
vented, but holding down health care
costs.

A separate item, which has received
considerable attention, and which I
spoke about at the President’s health
forum, is lifestyle, on exercise and on
diet. Those are items which I have al-
ways been concerned about, being a
squash player almost on a daily basis,
and more recently taking up weight
training as a result of an experience I
have had with Hodgkin’s and with
some of the efforts to bring back bal-
ance. I feel that exercise is very impor-
tant. My wife has always been very
consistent on dietary considerations.
There are some programs I recently
heard a presentation on by the chief
executive officer of Safeway on exer-
cise and health, and there is a correla-
tion along some lines in reducing
health care premiums depending on
people avoiding smoking, exercising,
and care for their diet. I do believe
there are very substantial savings that
are involved. It would be my hope that
the Congressional Budget Office could
quantify some of these savings—sav-
ings on NIH, savings on lifestyle, sav-
ings on advanced directives. And in
presenting a health care reform plan to
the American people, I believe it would
be enormously beneficial to be able to
point to these savings as offsets to
whatever the cost may be.

On the subject of advanced directives
and living wills, there is a great deal to
be saved. One study showed as much as
27 percent of Medicare costs in the last
few days, few months, or the last year
of a person’s life. No one ought to say
to anybody else what their directive
should specify in terms of what kind of
care they want under those cir-
cumstances, but I think it is fair to ask
people to focus on it, to think about it,
and to make a directive in that re-
spect—revocable, they can change it
but not leave it to the family in some
extremist situation when they are in
the hospital and the passion is all in
one direction or another.

On the subcommittee
Health, Human Services

on Labor,
and Edu-
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cation, we took the lead on including
information in the ‘“Medicare and You”
handbook to encourage people to have
advanced directives and living wills, so
that is an item where a savings could
be attained.

Another line for possible savings
would be a toughening up of criminal
penalties for people who cheat on Medi-
care and Medicaid. From my experi-
ence as district attorney of Philadel-
phia, I saw very concrete examples
about the effectiveness of jail sen-
tences on deterrence. If we are dealing
with a domestic dispute or dealing with
a barroom drunken knife brawl, tough
sentences are not going to deter any-
body. But if we talk about white collar
crime, talk about people who are
thoughtful in the way they may engage
in Medicare fraud or Medicaid fraud,
jail sentences would be effective. This
is a subject I have taken up with the
Attorney General and with the Assist-
ant Attorney General in the Criminal
Division. It will be the subject of a
hearing this Wednesday afternoon, the
day after tomorrow, when we will bring
in experts in the field of Medicare and
Medicaid and get into the issue as to
what kind of savings might be avail-
able.

That is a brief summary of the longer
written statement I have. I will con-
clude by emphasizing my thought that
all Americans need to be covered with
adequate health care assurance, and
this is a matter of the highest priority.
It is President Obama’s No. 1 priority,
as I understand it, and I think properly
so. I am prepared, as I said before, to
put my shoulder to the wheel to try to
get this job done. The experience in the
Subcommittee on Appropriations for
Health and Human Services provides
some insights and some guidance, and
it is something I think we ought to ac-
complish.

I have already asked consent my full
statement be printed in the RECORD. I
would ask the stenographer to print it
out exactly as if I read it. Sometimes it
appears in smaller type, so I would like
it in big type and, with the explanation
I have given, people will understand
why there is some repetition between
these extemporaneous comments and
the written text.

Mr. President, there is no doubt
America is in need of major health care
reform. With a reported 47 million peo-
ple without health insurance the status
quo is not acceptable. Additionally,
there are millions more Americans who
are underinsured, with health insur-
ance that is inadequate to cover their
needs. Families are forced to make
tough sacrifices in order to pay med-
ical expenses or make the agonizing
choice to go without health care cov-
erage. There are far too many Ameri-
cans whose financial and physical
health is jeopardized by the rising
costs of health care.

In the coming weeks and months
Congress will consider health care re-
form which seeks to address the health
care crisis, by addressing access to



S5546

quality care, wellness programs and
payment improvements. We need to
agree on a balanced, common sense so-
lution that reins in costs, protects the
personal doctor-patient relationship
and shifts our focus to initiatives in
preventive medicine and research.

I believe that ensuring all Americans
have access to quality, affordable
health care coverage is essential for
the health and future of our Nation.
The creation of an insurance pooling
system, such as the one established in
Massachusetts in 2006, could serve as a
model to provide health insurance to
all individuals. The Massachusetts pro-
gram created a connector which al-
lowed individuals to group together to
improve purchasing power to achieve
affordable, quality coverage for the en-
tire population and to equitably share
risk. However, Congress must be mind-
ful of the cost of providing this care
and reforms should not affect those
who want to maintain their current in-
surance through their employer.

Health reform legislation should in-
clude health benefit standards that
promote healthy lifestyles, wellness
programs and provide preventive serv-
ices and treatment needed by those
with serious and chronic diseases.
Health care coverage must be afford-
able with assistance to those who do
not have the ability to pay for health
care. While I am concerned about a re-
quirement to obtain health insurance, 1
understand that without it, health pro-
viders are forced to write off expensive,
uncompensated care that we all pay in
the form of higher premiums.

In reforming health care we must
work to ensure equity in health care
access, treatment, and resources to all
people and communities regardless of
geography, race or preexisting condi-
tions. The effort to improve health
care should improve care in under-
served communities in both urban and
rural areas.

The effect of these reforms on em-
ployers and providers must be kept in
mind. Affordable and predictable
health costs to businesses and employ-
ers and effective cost controls that pro-
mote quality, lower administrative
costs and long-term financial sustain-
ability should be a part of these re-
forms. Payment reforms for physicians
and other health providers should re-
flect the cost of providing health care
so that there will be providers in the
future.

This legislation will present an op-
portunity to address a number of other
health related issues, including fraud
and abuse in the health care industry,
advanced directives, medical research
and Medicare reforms. These ideas are
an outline for health care reform legis-
lation, which I believe can benefit all
Americans. I am eager to discuss these
ideas and look forward to hearing from
constituents, colleagues and interested
parties on all aspects of health care re-
form.

On March 5, 2009, at the request of
President Obama, I participated in the
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White House Forum on Health Reform.
During this forum, my colleagues from
the Senate and House of Representa-
tives and other health care interest
representatives shared priorities and
concerns for health care reform. This
open process helped flush out ideas and
develop a path for reform. Since that
time, regional forums have been held
throughout the country so more voices
can be heard on this important issue
and President Obama has worked close-
ly with those representing all health
care sectors to find common ground on
reform. This effort was highlighted on
May 12, 2009, by an agreement with ex-
ecutives of a number of groups, includ-
ing the Service Employees Inter-
national Union and PhRMA, to provide
$2 trillion in health care savings.

While the White House Health Forum
was a bipartisan event, I am concerned
that the passage of health reform legis-
lation could be lost to partisanship.
The effort to bring about health reform
can and should be a bipartisan effort.
As a cosponsor of the Healthy Ameri-
cans Act, introduced by Senators
WYDEN and BENNETT and cosponsored
by seven Democrats and four Repub-
licans, I have firsthand experience with
finding common ground on health care.

From the outset, the goal for passage
of this legislation should be to have 80
Senators vote in support of it. Re-
cently Senator GRASSLEY, after a lunch
with President Obama, noted that ‘‘the
White House prefers a bipartisan agree-
ment.”” While some people have indi-
cated they would prefer a bill passed by
b1 percent, the White House’s senti-
ments are encouraging. We have to try
to get as broad a base as possible to get
a bill passed.

The most talked about issue to date
is that of a public plan or Government-
operated program competing against
private plans in the insurance market.
A starting point for discussion on this
issue could be the proposal made by
Senator SCHUMER on May 4, 2009, which
seeks to maintain a level playing field
between the private sector and any
public plan. The proposal holds that
any public program should comply
with all the rules and standards by
which the private insurers must abide.
The principles include that the public
plan should be self-sustaining through
premiums and co-pays. Further, the
public plan should not be subsidized by
Government funds and must maintain
a reserve fund as private insurers do;
not require health care providers to
participate because they participate in
Medicare and payments to providers
must be higher than Medicare; be re-
quired to offer the same minimum ben-
efits as private plans; and be managed
by different officials than those regu-
lating the insurance market.

I recently spoke with Senator ENZI
about this issue and he raised some
concerns regarding fair competition be-
tween private and public plans. Specifi-
cally, he was concerned that there
wouldn’t be a level playing field as the
Government doesn’t have to make a
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profit, whereas private companies do.
Further, if the public plan becomes in-
solvent will the Government intervene?
I agree that competition lies at the
heart of any successful market econ-
omy and these concerns and others
need to be addressed as we discuss and
consider a public plan option.

There are many variations in which a
public plan could be brought forward,
including offering it as a fallback if no
private insurers are willing to provide
coverage in a region. In Pennsylvania,
a State administered insurance pro-
gram for doctors and hospitals was es-
tablished to provide access to medical
malpractice insurance. This program
could be phased out if the insurance
commissioner certifies, pursuant to an-
nual review, that sufficient private in-
surance capacity exists. These prin-
ciples could be extended to a public
plan offered to individuals. Whereby a
public plan could be put into place sub-
ject to annual certification by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
that a public plan is necessary to pro-
vide stable and affordable health insur-
ance; if it isn’t needed then the Gov-
ernment plan shall be privatized or
eliminated.

This issue will be hotly debated as
health reform moves forward. As we
begin, let me be clear that I am op-
posed to placing a giant bureaucracy
between a doctor and patient regarding
health decisions. Americans should be
able to get treatment when they need
it, and I will work to protect this right
as we move forward. As I have stated,
I am open to discussing the best meth-
od in which to cover all Americans, in-
cluding considering a public plan op-
tion and look forward to examining all
of the options with my colleagues as
the legislation progresses.

Another issue that will be the focus
of great debate will be the cost of the
legislation. Until bill language is pro-
duced by the Finance and HELP Com-
mittees, it will be difficult to deter-
mine the cost of health reform. A re-
cent estimate of this reform is $120 bil-
lion per year, which is, by all stand-
ards, a large sum. However, the cost of
inaction may be far greater. The
United States spent approximately $2.2
trillion on health care in 2007, or $7,421
per person. This comes to 16.2 percent
of gross domestic product, nearly twice
the average of other developed nations.
Every effort to find cost saving pro-
posals that can also bring improve-
ments to health reform should be in-
cluded in this legislation.

The National Institutes of Health—
NIH—is the crown jewel of the Federal
Government and 1is responsible for
enormous strides in combating the
major ailments of our society includ-
ing heart disease, diabetes, cancer, Alz-
heimer’s, and Parkinson’s diseases. I
believe continued funding for the NIH
and medical research should be another
tenet of the health care debate. The
NIH provides funding for biomedical re-
search at our Nation’s universities,
hospitals, and research institutions. I
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along with Senator HARKIN led the ef-
fort to double funding for the NIH from
1998 through 2003. When I became chair-
man of the Labor, Health and Human
Services and Education Appropriations
Subcommittee in 1996, funding for the
NIH was $12 billion; in fiscal year 2009
funding was increased to $30 billion.

Regrettably, Federal funding for NIH
has steadily declined from the $3.8 bil-
lion increase provided in 2003, when the
5-year doubling of NIH ended. To
jumpstart the funding in NIH, I worked
to include a provision in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to in-
crease NIH funding by a total of $10 bil-
lion.

NIH research has provided tremen-
dous benefits to many individuals with
diseases. The following are examples of
the cost of and success in reducing can-
cer deaths and cardiovascular disease.

Cancer: The NIH estimates overall
costs of cancer in 2007 at $219.2 billion:
$89 billion for direct medical costs;
$18.2 billion for lost productivity due to
illness; and $112 billion for loss of pro-
ductivity due to premature death.

Breast Cancer: Breast cancer death
rates have steadily decreased in women
since 1990. The 5-year relative survival
for localized breast cancer has in-
creased from 80 percent in the 1950s to
98 percent today. If the cancer has
spread regionally, the current 5-year
survival is 84 percent.

Childhood cancer: For all childhood
cancers combined, 5-year relative sur-
vival has improved markedly over the
past 30 years, from less than 50 percent
before the 1970s to 80 percent today.

Leukemia: Death rates have de-
creased by about 0.8 percent per year
since 1995. For acute lymphocytic leu-
kemia, the survival rate has increased
from 42 percent in 1975-1977 to 65 per-
cent in 1996-2003.

Lymphoma: The 5-year survival rates
for Hodgkin’s lymphoma has increased
dramatically from 40 percent in 1960-
1963 to more than 86 percent in 1996-
2003. For non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, the
survival rates have increased from 31
percent in 1960-1963 to 63.8 percent in
1996-2003.

Prostate Cancer: Over the past 25
years, the 5-year survival rate has in-
creased from 69 percent to almost 99
percent.

Cardiovascular disease: According to
the American Heart Association, the
estimated direct and indirect cost of
cardiovascular disease in the United
States in 2008 was $448.5 billion.

Coronary artery disease: Between
1994 and 2004, the number of deaths
from coronary artery disease declined
by 18 percent.

Stroke: Between 1995 and 2005, the
number of stroke deaths declined 13.5
percent.

These are tremendous accomplish-
ments and more must be done to build
on our advancements. We ought to in-
clude the $10 billion in stimulus money
in the NIH base funding level to see to
it that the funding was not just a one-
time shot. The $10 billion that was pro-
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vided in the stimulus package for NIH
was for a 2-year period; however, I feel
that that $10 billion should be added to
the $30 billion already appropriated in
fiscal year 2009. I support a funding
level of $40 billion for fiscal year 2010
which would require raising the appro-
priation by another $5 billion.

Scientists have approached me with
stories of how NIH grant applications
have skyrocketed since the NIH fund-
ing increase in the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act and that the
boost has encouraged a new generation
of scientists to dedicate themselves to
medical research. The effort to in-
crease NIH funding should also be
matched by an effort to translate sci-
entific discoveries in the laboratory to
the patient’s bedside. To meet this
need, I introduced S. 914, to establish
the cures acceleration network—CAN.
This $2 billion network would be a sep-
arate independent agency and would
not take research dollars away from
the NIH. The network would make re-
search awards to promising discoveries.
The grant projects would also have a
flexible expedited review process to get
funds into the hands of scientists as
quickly as possible. Drugs or devices
that were funded by the CAN—would
benefit from a streamlined FDA review
to speed up the approval process for pa-
tient use. Implementing this legisla-
tion as part of health reform would en-
hance the important research of NIH
by bridging the chasm between a basic
scientific discovery and new health
care treatments.

The issue of end of life treatment is
such a sensitive subject and no one
should decide for anyone else what de-
cision that person should make for end-
of-life medical care. Advanced direc-
tives give an individual an opportunity
to make the very personal decision as
to the nature of care a person wants at
the end of their life. That is, to repeat,
a highly personalized judgment for the
individual.

Advanced directives should be exam-
ined because of the great expense of
end of life care. Statistics show that 27
percent of Medicare expenditures occur
during a person’s last year of life. Be-
yond the last year of life, a tremendous
percentage of medical costs occur in
the last month, weeks and days. It has
been estimated that the use of ad-
vanced directives could save 6 percent
of all Medicare spending or $24 billion
in 2008.

Individuals should have access to in-
formation about advanced directives.
As part of a public education program,
I included an amendment to the Medi-
care Prescription Drug and Moderniza-
tion Act of 2003, which directed the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to include in its annual ‘‘Medicare
and You’’ handbook, a section that
specifies information on advanced di-
rectives, living wills, and durable pow-
ers of attorney. As the former ranking
member and chairman of the Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation Appropriations Subcommittee, 1
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worked to ensure that this information
continues to be published in the ‘‘Medi-
care and You’’ handbook.

There are many ways which have
been discussed to improve the use of
advanced directives. One approach
could be to increase education for
beneficiaries. It has also been sug-
gested that filling out an advanced di-
rective could be a requirement for join-
ing Medicare. Another suggestion I re-
ceived was to provide a discount on
Medicare Part B premiums for those
who fill out an advanced directive.
While efforts to inform beneficiaries
have improved, including a require-
ment that the issue be discussed at the
beneficiaries’ introductory Medicare
exam, more must be done to increase
usage of advanced directives. On this
front, I am eager to explore and ana-
lyze the range of possibilities while en-
suring that individuals and their fami-
lies’ sensitivities surrounding the end
of life care receive paramount priority.

Some of the most prevalent diseases
of today can be prevented by small
changes in people’s behavior. For ex-
ample, 30 minutes of moderate physical
activity each day, the equivalent of a
brisk walk, can reduce the risk of a
heart attack by up to 50 percent. In-
creasing one’s fruit and vegetable con-
sumption can reduce the risk of colon
cancer by up to 50 percent. Obese and
overweight individuals suffering meta-
bolic syndrome and Type 2 diabetes
showed health improvements after only
3 weeks of diet and moderate exercise.
Health care reform should include poli-
cies that encourage people to make re-
sponsible decisions about their health
and create environments to do so. The
health benefits are real, achievable,
measurable, and cost effective.

One way in which to encourage
healthy behavior is through health
education in schools, which is proven
to reduce the prevalence of health risk
behaviors among young people. For ex-
ample, health education resulted in a
37 percent reduction in the onset of
smoking among 7th graders. In addi-
tion, obese girls in the 6th and 8th
grades lost weight through a health
education program, and students who
attended a school-based life-skills
training program were less likely than
other students to smoke or use alcohol
or marijuana.

Funding community-based health
programs could also be a tenet of
health reform. In July 2008, the Trust
for America’s Health stated that an in-
vestment of $10 per person per year in
proven community-based programs to
increase physical activity, improve nu-
trition, and prevent smoking and other
tobacco use could save the country
more than $16 billion annually within 5
years. This is a return of $5.60 for every
$1 invested. Opportunities to save
money on the cost of health care
through education and proactive com-
munity based prevention programs
should be included in health reform
legislation.

Surveying recent caselaw reveals
that individual criminals convicted of
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health care fraud can be sentenced to
anywhere from 5 to 13 years in prison,
substantial penalties and supervised re-
lease for a period of years. In any
health care reform proposal, I believe
we must address the significant poten-
tial for people of ill will and profit mo-
tives to defraud the Government at the
expense of the taxpayers. Therefore, I
will push hard for enhanced sentences
with real jail time for white collar
fraudsters. As the chairman of the
Crime and Drug Judiciary Sub-
committee, I will push for consider-
ation of sentencing enhancements as at
least one alternative and, where appro-
priate, lengthy jail sentences where the
financial losses to the Government are
great. It would be intolerable for crimi-
nals to defraud the Government of mil-
lions of dollars only to have to pay a
fine that amounts to the cost of doing
business.

According to the National Insurance
Crime Bureau and the National Health
Care Anti-Fraud Association, the an-
nual loss from health fraud is 10 per-
cent of the $2.2 trillion spent annually
on health care, or $220 billion. This
amount of fraud must be identified and
warrants real jail time, which should
be taken up in this reform.

Health care reform provides an op-
portunity to correct a longstanding
problem in the Medicare payment sys-
tem. In determining the payments to
hospitals for services, Medicare takes
into account the location of a hospital
and how much those employees are
paid. It is understandable that some
areas of the country, where the cost of
living is higher, should be reimbursed
at higher levels. However, the current
system has led to many imbalances
that have left some areas of the coun-
try disadvantaged. In Pennsylvania, for
example, the Scranton—Wilkes-Barre
area and Allegheny Valley have re-
ceived decreasing Medicare payments,
which have forced a pay reduction to
employees and a reduction in services
to patients that rely on them.

Last year, the Medicare Payment Ad-
visory Commission—MedPAC—released
a report calling for the system to be re-
formed. The commission stated that
the current system created ‘‘cliffs’” in
payments, which resulted in arbitrary
changes in payments in neighboring
areas. These disparities can affect com-
petition for employees and will harm
services to Medicare beneficiaries. This
legislation must include the reforms
supported by MedPAC to correct this
serious problem of inequity.

The health care crisis in our country
endangers the health of our people, our
economic viability and our future sta-
bility. Now, more so than ever before,
it is critical that we pass legislation to
ensure all Americans have access to
quality and affordable health care.
This undertaking requires prompt and
effective action. I remain open to ideas
on how to accomplish this exceptional
task and look forward to working with
my colleagues to determine the best
path to do so.
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In the absence of any Senator seek-
ing recognition, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum be
rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for such time as I may
consume.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CREDIT CARD REFORM

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, this
week we will once again take up legis-
lation—and, hopefully, finish it—called
the credit card reform bill. I wanted to
speak for a few minutes about what the
bill contains and why it is important
we enact that legislation.

I have spoken many times in the last
yvear and a half about the subprime
mortgage scandal. It is another adjunct
of this. A substantial amount of debt,
debt to purchase a home, is not un-
usual. Almost no one can purchase a
home by using cash because they don’t
have that kind of cash. So they borrow
money, which is called a home mort-
gage. The subprime home mortgage
scandal is unbelievable, and I have spo-
ken about it at length. I have shown
advertisements from Countrywide
Mortgage which was the largest mort-
gage lender, from Millennium Mort-
gage and Zoom Credit, and other mort-
gage companies that were advertising
to people with: If you have been bank-
rupt, if you have bad credit, if you
don’t pay your bills on time, come to
us. We will give you a mortgage. It was
unbelievable what was going on. Bad
credit, no credit, slow credit, bankrupt,
come to us. We will give you a home
mortgage.

That sort of thing steered this coun-
try’s economy right into the ditch and
caused a massive amount of problems.
Now we see all of these foreclosures
and banks in trouble. It is an unbeliev-
able mess. At its root is a substantial
amount of greed and a massive amount
of mortgage debt. In some cases mort-
gages were made to people who
couldn’t pay them, with teaser rates of
2 percent which, when reset, would be
10 and 12 percent, and prepayment pen-
alties so that someone couldn’t get out
of this mess. It is unbelievable. That is
the home mortgage subprime scandal.
A lot of folks got rich. The guy who ran
Countrywide Mortgage left with $200
million. The company collapsed, a sub-
stantial amount of people were injured
and hurt, but he left with a couple hun-
dred million dollars. He was given the
Horatio Alger award. He won business-
man of the year, a big deal. He steered

May 18, 2009

his company right into the ditch as
well.

This isn’t about subprime mortgages.
It is about another form of indebted-
ness, credit card debt. Let me talk for
a moment about where we find our-
selves with credit cards. It is inter-
esting. In 2008, there were 4.2 billion
credit card solicitations sent to con-
sumers. Think of that, 4.2 billion credit
card solicitations sent to consumers.
We are told it was a bad year—the
economy was collapsing—but appar-
ently not in the credit card industry.
The average credit card debt per house-
hold that has a balance is $10,000. That
is the average credit card debt of
households that have a credit card bal-
ance. Total amount of credit made
available by issuers in 2007 was about
$5 trillion.

This legislation will start to help to
curb some of the unfair credit card
practices. Let me be quick to say that
I use credit cards. I am sure all of my
colleagues do. There is a very signifi-
cant value to credit cards. I am not
suggesting there is not. I am saying,
when you wallpaper the entire country
with credit cards, including especially
targeting kids who have no jobs, and
then saying, as they did in the
subprime mortgage, if you have bad
credit, come to us, we will give you a
credit card, there is something wrong
with that. Yet that is what has been
happening. Now we are seeing credit
card companies who have had cus-
tomers for 5, 10, 20 years, who have
never been late with a payment, jack
up their interest rates from 7 percent
to 27 percent. Credit card holders are
completely astounded by the penalties
and interest rate increases, despite the
fact that they have never had a late
payment. Those are some of the abuses
that have existed. This legislation will
begin to deal with those abuses.

Let me show a couple of charts. This
is an advertisement for a platinum
card. It says:

Even if your credit is less than perfect.

That is just a little offshoot of what
they did in the subprime mortgage.
Hey, if your credit ain’t perfect, as
they say, come to us. You got bad cred-
it, slow credit, no credit, been bank-
rupt, come over here; let us give you a
hand. That is what this credit card
says.

Here is a debit card. This is one by
the Bank of America. It makes a point
but that I think is important. You can
see the colors on this debit card. Obvi-
ously, this is aimed at kids. This is ob-
viously a children’s approach to Joe
Camel for cigarettes. But we have a
debit card that is about the same
thing.

Let me show first this chart. This
shows Bruce Guiliano, senior vice
president for licensing for Sanrio, Inc.,
which owns the Hello Kitty brand.
That is the next card I will show you.
It says:

We think our target age group will be from
10 to 14, although it certainly could be
younger.
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Can you imagine grown men and
women sitting around saying: What is
our target group for credit cards. We
think this is our target group for the
new Hello Kitty Platinum Plus Visa
credit card. Is this unbelievable? If
somebody said to you in class at Har-
vard Business School: Here is a busi-
ness proposition. What do you think it
will be like if you run a company and
you are putting credit cards out there
and you are aiming credit cards at
kids, 12-year-old Kkids.

This is, obviously, the Hello Kitty
Platinum Plus card. I would love to
know the person who thought this up,
to ask: Are you nuts?

My son happened to get a credit cart
solicitation a long while ago. He is in
college now. He got a solicitation from
a credit card company saying: We have
a preapproved credit card for you, and
we want you to take a trip to Paris,
France. So actually I came to the floor
of the Senate and explained to this
credit card company, my son is only 12
years old. He is not going to Paris. He
is not going to take your credit card ei-
ther.

But what are the credit card compa-
nies doing soliciting young Kkids to get
a credit card?

This is not an accident. I just showed
you: Our target audience is 10 to 14. So
what do we do with the targets? We de-
sign a credit card, a Hello Kitty Plat-
inum Plus, pink and white and yellow.
Unbelievable.

Let me show you a credit card for
people who don’t have such great cred-
it. They get a gold card. This is First
Premier Bank. Here is what they do.
You don’t have such good credit? We
will give you a credit card. Come on.
The limit is going to be $250. It is going
to be gold. But here is the trick. In
order to get this credit card that you
can use for up to $250, you have to pay
a $48 annual fee. You have to pay a $29
account set-up fee, a $95 program fee
and $7 a month for servicing. Does that
sound like good business to you? Not to
me. It sounds like the kind of thing I
used to see in the movies. They wore
strange suits with big thick stripes,
and they carried violin cases. They
loaned each other money.

I understand this. Michigan State
University. I could use this for any uni-
versity. A credit card company want-
ing to wallpaper the dorms and frater-
nity houses of virtually anyone who is
going to college. Most of them don’t
have a job; some do. I understand the
value of a credit card for a college stu-
dent. What I don’t understand is, the
credit cards are given to a college stu-
dent and, in many cases, the parents
will cosign because if the student
doesn’t have a job, you have to have
the parents’ cosignature. Then all of a
sudden the credit card limit is in-
creased without the permission of the
cosigner. That is the game.

Here are some notes from constitu-
ents of mine. This is a couple from
Minot:

My wife and I both have credit scores
greater than 800 and have never been late on
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any of our payments. So Capital One just
sent us a notice that our interest rate on our
credit card will almost triple.

Never been late, always made pay-
ments on time. Their interest rate is
going to triple.

Here is one from Fairmount:

I just wanted to let you know how upset I
am with the credit card company (Citibank).
They have decided to raise my interest rate
to 27 percent. I have always paid my bill on
time, have a good credit rating (820). Why
would a company that has been bailed out by
taxpayers because of bad practices then de-
cide to stick it to us by raising interest rates
so high.

He refers to the local mafia, but the
fact is, I know there are no local mafia
there.

From Williston:

Enough is enough. We have shored up these
banks with our hard-earned tax dollars just
to have them raise the interest rates on
their credit cards to 28 percent and 26.3 per-
cent for absolutely no reason. Something has
to be done.

Let me reiterate that I think credit
cards are valuable and useful. Most of
us use credit cards. But what I think
has happened is certain practices have
evolved and developed that are pretty
unseemly. A practice that says: We
need to figure out how to go after kids.
It reminds me of the tobacco debate.
Because if you don’t get a kid when
they are a kid, you are not going to get
them to smoke; right? Anybody know
of somebody who has reached the age
of 30 and they are sitting around their
living room thinking to themselves, all
right, I need to do something different,
what haven’t I yet done that I should
begin doing, and decides the answer is
to start smoking? Does anybody know
anyone like that? The only way you
get somebody to smoke is you find a
kid and addict the kid to cigarettes.
What about this, aiming a Visa card at
10 to 14-year-olds? It is unbelievable to
me.

We bring a bill to the floor of the
Senate that we think we will vote on
tomorrow. We will have a cloture vote
first. We will see if we can’t put a stop
to some of the practices that have al-
lowed some of the same companies that
have gotten substantial bailout funds
to say to their customers, who have al-
ways paid their bills on time, never
been late: We have a treat for you. We
have a big, old surprise in your mail-
box. You know that 7 percent or 9 per-
cent interest rate you used to pay on
your credit card balance? No more.
Now it is going to be 27 or 28 percent.

That is not a business practice I
think is justifiable. I think Senator
DobpD and Senator SHELBY from the
Banking Committee have brought us
legislation that is necessary and one
that will be helpful in trying to put a
stop to unfair business practices.

I know there are some who say this is
none of government’s business. I think
it is. When consumers are injured, con-
sumers individually and even in a sig-
nificant group are no match for the
size of the companies that have decided
to engage in this and do this to the
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American people. This legislation is
very simple. It sets up the conditions
under which we will try to protect con-
sumers from arbitrary interest rates,
fee and finance increases, and we will
prohibit interest charges on paid-off
balances from previous billing cycles,
prohibit interest charges on debt that
is paid on time. We will require pay-
ments to be applied first to the credit
card balance with the highest interest
rate. We will protect students and
other young consumers from aggressive
credit card solicitations. We will re-
quire greater disclosure of rates and
terms and billings, details by credit
card companies, and establish tougher
penalties for companies that violate
these laws.

This is not rocket science. It is very
simple. When you engage in these prac-
tices and start injuring consumers,
often without their knowledge, when
you are doing something that is fun-
damentally unfair and doing it all
across the country, the Banking Com-
mittee, led by Senators DoODD and
SHELBY, has a right and the Senate has
a right to say: We will try to put a stop
to it. There needs to be some sem-
blance of fairness and equity for the
American people. There are a whole lot
of folks who go to work every day,
work hard, try to do the best they can
to care for their family and deal with
their daily lives. They pay their bills.
They have credit cards. They pay those
credit card bills. They have made a
deal with the credit card company over
time about the conditions of that cred-
it card bill, only to discover one day
when they come home from work their
mailbox contains a little message from
the credit card company: Yes, you are
a good customer. We have news for
you. You are going to pay higher fees
and triple the interest rates, and there
is not a thing you can do about it.

Well, do you know what? The Amer-
ican people can do something about it
through the actions of the Senate. I
think that is going to happen—begin-
ning tomorrow—and I think it will be
good news for the American people.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BINGAMAN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———————

CREDIT CARD ACCOUNTABILITY,
RESPONSIBILITY AND DISCLO-
SURE ACT

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
am here to speak out in support of the
Credit Card Accountability, Responsi-
bility and Disclosure Act.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
bipartisan legislation, which will help
to end the abusive practices of the
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credit card industry that are hurting so
many hard-working middle-class fami-
lies. I thank Senator DoDD and Senator
SHELBY for their efforts to come to-
gether on a bill that protects con-
sumers and brings so much needed re-
lief to Main Street families. It has been
a long time in coming. I wish we had
been able to pass this a few weeks ago,
but I am hopeful we will be able to get
it done this week.

As families are sitting around the
kitchen table looking at their budgets,
they have a lot of expenses to deal
with—the basics such as food, elec-
tricity, the rising cost of college and
health care, and growing credit card
bills.

Seventy-eight percent of households
in this country have at least one credit
card. At the end of last year, Ameri-
cans’ credit card debt was more than
$972 billion. The average household
debt is more than $8,300. This does basi-
cally track—when you look back over
the last 8 to 10 years—where wages
have gone down and expenses have
gone up. I know that before we entered
this economic crisis, it was about $6,000
that the average middle-class family
was behind. Now you see $8,300—their
credit cards. But it is not just debt
that families are paying off. In 2006,
two-thirds of the credit card compa-
nies’ profits came from interest pay-
ments.

So millions of families are dealing
with huge amounts of credit card debt
at the same time they are dealing with
the many other challenges that are a
result of this economic downturn.
Their hours have been reduced or one
of them may have lost a job or they
may have difficulty sending their kids
to college.

This isn’t just an economic issue, it
is also an issue of fairness and common
sense. I believe Americans have the ob-
ligation and duty to pay the debts they
owe. But too many credit card compa-
nies are using deceptive practices and
fine print to take advantage of hard-
working American families. The credit
card companies are using tiny words on
the back of the bills, and they are
doing this to pad their own profits.

Many companies hide the terms of
the agreement behind fine print and
confusing language. They apply pay-
ments to the low-rate balances before
high-rate balances and, worst of all,
they raise interest rates without prop-
er notice.

According to the Consumers Union, a
study of the 12 largest credit card
issuers found that 93 percent of credit
cards allowed the issuer to raise the in-
terest rate ‘‘at any time’ by changing
the agreement; 93 percent of credit
cards allow the issuer—the credit card
company—+to raise the interest rate at
any time by simply changing the
agreement.

This isn’t right. Credit card compa-
nies should not be making a profit by
pulling the rug out from under Amer-
ican consumers.

When I think about this issue, I don’t
just think about that 93 percent figure,
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I think about people in my State who
have played by the rules and used cred-
it cards responsibly and made timely
payments and have good credit rat-
ings—only to turn around and have the
rules changed.

I heard from one man in Mahtomedi,
MN, who had a credit rating of 800. He
had never made a late payment, had
never been delinquent on his account
in any way. He got word in April that
his fixed rate of 5.9 percent was going
up to 10.9 percent in May and would
thereafter be a variable rate; that is,
what used to be a fixed rate at 5.9 per-
cent will be changing constantly. He
will have no control.

He called the credit card company to
complain and, do you know what. The
credit card company told him he ought
to be happy because his was one of the
lower rate increases. They told him he
should not take it personally.

It is awfully hard not to take these
rate increases personally when you
have not done anything to justify hav-
ing your rate increased, when you are
going to have a tough time making
ends meet anyway because of the tough
economy, and because you have to pay
so much more to keep a card you have
had for years and years.

I also heard from a woman in St. Jo-
seph, MN. She had her credit card for
12 years. She had never been late on a
payment and has her credit card bill
automatically paid from her checking
account every month. She recently
contacted her credit card company be-
cause she noticed her interest rate had
suddenly gone up a lot in 1 month. She
had received no advance notice from
her bank about the interest rate in-
crease.

But her problems didn’t stop there.
The problem was that the credit card
company applied the new interest rate
to her existing balance, and with the
new interest rate factored in, her bal-
ance suddenly exceeded her available
credit.

Do you know what? She got hit with
another interest rate increase. This
woman, who had been a great customer
for 12 years, saw her interest rate go up
from 8 percent, to 19.3 percent, to 27
percent—all in a matter of 16 days—
and through absolutely no fault of her
own. She started at 8 percent and she
had the money deducted from her
checking account every month and she
had not had any problems with late
payments. She starts at 8 percent, goes
up to 19.3 percent, and she ends up at 27
percent—all in a matter of 16 days,
through no fault of her own. They
raised the interest rate without telling
her, applied it to her existing account
balance and, suddenly, she was stuck
with a problem she didn’t even create.

In the letter she wrote to me, she
asked some valid and heartbreaking
questions:

How is something like this legal? How can
the credit card companies make it even
harder in such hard times?

These are questions a lot of hard-
working Minnesotans and other Ameri-
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cans are asking today, and they de-
serve answers.

We want Americans to pay their
debt, and we want our businesses to
succeed, but consumers deserve a level
playing field, they deserve some rules
of the road, and they deserve an end to
the abuses and deceptive practices by
the credit card industry.

The credit card bill that is on the
floor is going to do that. The bill will
put commonsense rules into place to
ensure fairness for consumers.

First, the bill protects people from
arbitrary interest rate increases, such
as we saw with the man from
Mahtomedi, MN, and the woman from
St. Joseph, MN. It establishes fair rules
and makes sense for how and when
companies can raise interest rates. Ad-
ditionally, the bill prohibits credit
card companies from increasing rates
on a cardholder for the first year when
that account is open.

Second, the bill requires credit card
companies to give people 45 days’ no-
tice of interest rate, fee, and finance
charge increases. This will ensure that
people such as the woman from St. Jo-
seph, MN, who wrote me, would not see
any surprises on their credit card
statements anymore. They will get a
notice.

Third, the bill prevents credit card
companies from charging abusive fees.
For example, credit card companies
would not be able to charge you a fee
for the ‘“‘privilege’ of paying down your
credit card.

Fourth, the bill requires more trans-
parency from credit card companies.
Credit card bills will be mailed 3 weeks
before they are due to give consumers
plenty of advance warning. Credit card
companies will have to disclose any
changes to the terms of a credit card
agreement when people renew their
cards. They will have to be upfront
about the length of time and the total
interest it will take to pay off the card
balance if people only make minimum
monthly payments. I think that would
be helpful for many people I know, if
they knew exactly how long it would
take—if they just pay the minimum
amount—and how much extra they
would be paying. They will have to
post their credit card agreements on
the Internet so people can look at them
anytime and compare them.

Fifth, the bill strengthens oversight
of the credit card industry so we can
hold companies accountable for their
behavior.

This legislation will give consumers
much-needed protections from bad
practices that have been going on for
too long. It is the beginning of leveling
the playing field.

If we are going to get our economy
moving, we need to restore trust in our
financial systems, and when it comes
to the credit card industry, that means
protecting consumers from unfair prac-
tices and putting into place common-
sense rules that will bring much-need-
ed transparency and accountability.

We will be voting on this bill shortly.
When I cast my vote, I will be voting
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for all the people in my State who are
working hard and playing by the rules
and just want the credit card compa-
nies to do the same.

We cannot forget that the ultimate
goal of reviving our economy is to
make it possible for people in this
country—who have worked hard, done
everything right, paid their bills, and
gotten these credit card bills—to get
ahead. This bipartisan legislation,
which I cosponsored, will end the un-
fair practices that have been going on
too long for Main Street families, so
they can keep more of their hard-
earned money.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll. The legislative
clerk proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I just
left a ceremony in the Hart Office
Building, not far from where we are
meeting, which is an annual event
where the University of Illinois pre-
sents the Senator Paul H. Douglas Eth-
ics in Government Award. The 2008 re-
cipient is former Supreme Court Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor. She is the
first woman to be so honored.

There has been a long list of public
servants who have distinguished them-
selves with their integrity and their
show of ethics in government who have
been acknowledged for this award, and
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor certainly
follows in that tradition.

It was my good fortune as a young
college student to work as an intern in
the office of Senator Paul Douglas. It
truly shaped my life and convinced me
that public service was a good calling,
and I was lucky, as I have said many
times, to be inspired by the gospels of
St. Paul—that would be former Sen-
ator Paul Douglas and former Senator
Paul Simon—who showed me what I
thought was the very best in public
service in their honesty—not only dol-
lar honesty but honesty on the issues.
It is a great honor for me to continue
and serve in the same Senate seat that
both of these men occupied.

But today the University of Illinois
honored Sandra Day O’Connor, and she
is well deserving—the first woman to
serve on the U.S. Supreme Court. By
the time her career was coming to a
close, she became one of the most deci-
sive forces on that High Court. During
her last decade on the Court, 193 deci-
sions were made by the Court by a vote
of 5 to 4. One Justice’s vote made the
difference, and in 148 of those 193 cases,
that one vote was cast by Justice San-
dra Day O’Connor.

There were so many issues—issues re-
garding privacy, the rights of people
with disabilities, affirming the voting
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rights of Americans, preserving the
rights of universities to use affirmative
action, protecting the rights estab-
lished under McCain-Feingold to have
cleaner elections in America, uphold-
ing State laws giving individuals their
rights under health insurance con-
tracts, preserving the authority of the

Federal Government to protect the en-

vironment, banning the execution of

children, reaffirming America’s time-
honored tradition of separation of
church and state.

One New York Times reporter wrote
in 2001 that Justice O’Connor’s vote
tipped the scale so often that ‘‘we are
all living now in Sandra Day O’Con-
nor’s America.”’

As I said a few moments ago in intro-
ducing her at this gathering, one of her
most significant and oft-quoted opin-
ions was a recent one—her landmark
decision in Hamdi v. Rumsfeld, in
which she famously wrote:

A state of war is not a blank check for the
President when it comes to the rights of a
Nation’s citizens.

Mr. President, I wanted to come to
the floor briefly today to add my voice
to so many Americans in gratitude to
Sandra Day O’Connor for her great
service to Arizona and to the United
States of America and to the Supreme
Court. I am glad her voice is still
strong and part of the public chorus,
calling on us to be better as a people
and better in government.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD the
speech I gave during the awards cere-
mony.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS BY ASSISTANT SENATE MAJORITY
LEADER RICHARD J. DURBIN CONGRATU-
LATING JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR ON
RECEIVING THE 2008 SENATOR PAUL H. DOUG-
LAS ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT AWARD
I would like to acknowledge University of

Illinois President Joseph White, Chairman

Shah and members of the University of Illi-

nois Board of Trustees; Robert Rich and the

staff of the Institute of Government and

Public Affairs; and members of the Douglas

family.

I also want to acknowledge the members of
the Douglas Senate family—those of us who
had the good fortune to have worked for
Paul Douglas in the Senate and whose hearts
and minds and lives were enlarged by his ex-
ample.

Sadly, there is one important member of
the Douglas Senate family who is missing
this year. Paul Douglas lost the use of his
left arm when it was smashed to pieces in
Okinawa in World War II. But he gained an-
other strong right arm when he and Howard
Shuman joined forces in the United States
Senate. On the Civil Rights Act, the Voting
Rights Act and so many important battles,
Howard Shuman truly was Paul Douglas’
“‘right hand man.”” We are all free-er because
of their partnership. It’s good to see How-
ard’s daughter Ellen and other members of
the Shuman family here today.

We are here today to celebrate a woman
whose courage, character and wisdom helped
preserve many of the same principles that
Paul Douglas spent his life fighting to pro-
tect and enlarge. It is an honor to join you
in recognizing Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.
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Before I say a few words about Justice
O’Connor, I want to acknowledge another
person whose wisdom and integrity has
served our nation so well—Supreme Court
Justice David Souter.

Thank you, Justice Souter, for your many
years of service to our nation and our Con-
stitution. Your voice on the Court has made
a difference.

Someone asked me once where I found my
political inspiration.

I said, ‘“‘Most of it comes from the gospel of
St. Paul.” Paul Douglas. And another bril-
liant and compassionate statesmen, Paul
Simon. Much of what I know that is good
and important about politics, I learned from
them.

Paul Simon once said that the test for a
Supreme Court nominee is not where he or
she stands on a given issue. The real test is:
Will this Justice use his or her power on the
Court to restrict freedom, or expand it?

Justice O’Connor and Justice Souter, you
have both scored high grades on the Paul
Simon test. Our nation is better for your
service. And we are grateful to you.

If the man or woman President Obama
nominates to serve as America’s next Su-
preme Court Justice is as independent, open-
minded and fair as the two of you—and I feel
confident they will be—our country and our
Constitution will be in good hands.

And now, regarding our guest of honor.
What can you give a woman who has already
been inducted into the National Cowgirl Hall
of Fame?

It took 190 years and 101 male Justices be-
fore Sandra Day O’Connor broke the gender
barrier on the United States Supreme Court.
It took only 14 years and 16 male recipients
for Justice O’Connor to become the first
women recipient of the Paul Douglas Ethics
in Government Award. That is progress.

Paul Douglas is most closely associated
with the civil rights movement. But he was
a true egalitarian. He believed in equality of
opportunity for all people. And he greatly
admired strong, intelligent women.

He kept a series of photographs in his of-
fice. One was a photo of one of his political
heroes, Jane Addams, the great social re-
former from Chicago whom he first met in
1921.

My first introduction to Jane Addams was
that 1966 campaign. We started off by mak-
ing a visit to Freeport to lay flowers on the
grave of Jane Addams.

I think it would make Senator Douglas
quite proud to see an award bearing his name
presented to a woman who has done so much
to advance the causes of equal justice and
equal opportunity, which were so dear to
him.

There are some strong similarities between
Senator Douglas and Justice O’Connor.

He grew up in the Maine woods. She grew
up on a ranch in the high desert on the Ari-
zona-New Mexico border. It was in those iso-
lated environments of their childhoods that
they both developed a lifelong love of read-
ing and learning.

(Of course, life on the Lazy B Ranch wasn’t
all books and reading. By the time she was 8
years old, Justice O’Connor could drive a
truck ... mend a fence ... brand cattle ... and
shoot her own .22 caliber rifle. She had cow-
boys for friends and a bobcat for a play-
mate—good preparation for all those Su-
preme Court conferences.)

Another, more important similarity be-
tween Senator Douglas and Justice O’Connor
is their shared distrust of ideology.

Here is a fact about Paul Douglas that
many people do now know. His first foray
into elected politics was running for mayor
of Chicago as a Republican. He was elected
to the Board of Alderman as an Independent.
It wasn’t until he first ran for the Senate
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that he aligned himself with the Democratic
Party.

Justice O’Connor’s ability to see beyond
partisan divides was reflected early when
every member of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee—from Strom Thurmond to Ted Ken-
nedy—voted to support her nomination. And
it grew over her 24 years on the Court.

Their mutual commitment to principle
rather than political ideologies enabled both
Paul Douglas and Sandra Day O’Connor to
build coalitions to advance our nation’s com-
mon good. And for that, we are very grateful.

Here is another similarity: As a member of
the Arizona state Senate, Sandra Day O’Con-
nor once introduced an amendment to re-
move a misplaced comma from a bill.

As a college intern, I sat next to Senator
Douglas many nights as he read, and edited,
and signed every single letter that went out
under his name. Because he couldn’t use his
left arm, it was my job to pull the letters off
the top of the pile as he finished them. Be-
lieve me, no misplaced comma ever escaped
his editing pen, either.

But the most important similarity—the
reason we are all here today—is because, like
Paul Douglas, Justice O’Connor used the
power she was given to defend and expand
our freedom. With her voice and her vote,
she said—time and time again—that govern-
ment has an obligation to defend the power-
less from the powerful.

Justice O’Connor was always open to those
who could make a strong case. She listened
to the arguments and weighed the evidence.

During her last decade on the Court, 193 de-
cisions were decided by a vote of 5-to—-4. One
Justice’s vote made the difference. And in
148 of those 193 cases, that one vote was cast
by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

She cast the fifth and deciding vote safe-
guarding Americans’ right to privacy; re-
quiring that courtrooms be accessible to peo-
ple with disabilities; affirming the obligation
of states to protect the voting rights of mi-
norities; and preserving the rights of univer-
sities to use affirmative action programs.

Justice O’Connor cast the deciding vote
preserving the right of the federal govern-
ment under the McCain-Feingold law to
place reasonable restrictions on campaign
contributions so that special interest money
can’t gain overwhelm our democracy—a
vote, I think, that Senator Douglas would
have applauded.

She cast the deciding vote upholding state
laws giving individuals the right to a second
doctor’s opinion if their HMO denies them
treatment; preserving the authority of the
federal government to protect the environ-
ment; banning the execution of children in
America; and reaffirming America’s time-
honored tradition of separation of church
and state.

Indeed, as a New York Times reporter
wrote in 2001, Justice O’Connor’s vote tipped
the scales so often that—quote, ‘“‘we are all
living now in Sandra Day O’Connor’s Amer-
ica.”

And that was before what is perhaps her
most significant opinion: the landmark deci-
sion of Hamdi v. Rumsfeld, in which Justice
O’Connor famously wrote: ‘A state of war is
not a blank check for the President when it
comes to the rights of the Nation’s citizens.”’

It strikes me as ironic that Sandra Day
O’Connor could have grown up in a place
called the Lazy B Ranch because lazy is
about the last word you could ever use to de-
scribe her. Since leaving the Court nearly
four years ago, she has written and spoken
extensively. She has been especially elo-
quent and courageous in speaking out in de-
fense of an independent judiciary.

In 2005, she wrote an op-ed for the Wall
Street Journal about those who seek to score
political points by railing against and trying
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to intimidate what they call ‘“‘activist fed-
eral judges.”

She warned that ‘‘using judges as punching
bags presents a grave threat to the inde-
pendent judiciary.”” She added: ‘“We must be
more vigilant in making sure that criticism
does not cross over into intimidation ... that
the current mood of cynicism does not end
up compromising the rule of law.

For all she has done to advance the cause
of equal justice and equal opportunity in
America, and for her continued defense of
our courts and our Constitution, Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor is a true American
she-ro and a worthy recipient of the Paul
Douglas Ethics in Government Award.
Thank you again, Justice O’Connor, for your
selfless service to our nation.

Mr. DURBIN. I thank the Presiding
Officer for this time.

———————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SPECIALIST ADAM KULIGOWSKI

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I
wish to express my sympathy over the
loss of Army SPC Adam Kuligowski, a
21-year-old from Derry, NH. Kuligowski
died on April 6, 2009 in Bagram, Af-
ghanistan. Specialist Kuligowski was a
signals intelligence analyst assigned to
the Special Troops Battalion, 101st Air-
borne Division.

Specialist Kuligowski grew up in
Derry, NH, and attended Gilbert H.
Hood Middle School and Pinkerton
Academy. He had lived all over the
world including South Korea, Saudi
Arabia, Nigeria, Honduras, and Utah,
before he enlisted in the military in
October 2006. Specialist Kuligowski had
been in Afghanistan for about a year
and was scheduled to return home this
summer.

Specialist Kuligowski served with
honor and distinction throughout his
young military career, earning the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Af-
ghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, the
Army Service Ribbon and the NATO
Medal. New Hampshire is proud of Spe-
cialist Kuligowski’s service to and sac-
rifice for our country. He, and the
thousands of brave men and women of
the U.S. Armed Forces serving today,
deserve America’s highest honor and
recognition.

Specialist Kuligowski is survived by
his parents, Michael and Tracie
Kuligowski of Derry, his grandparents,
Stanley and Phyllis Kuligowski, two
brothers and a sister. He will be missed
dearly by all those who knew him.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
all Americans in honoring U.S. Army
Specialist Adam Kuligowski.

SPECIALIST CRAIG R. HAMILTON

Madam President, I wish to express
my sympathy over the loss of U.S.
Army SPC Craig R. Hamilton, a 35-
year-old native of Nashua, NH. Spe-
cialist Hamilton died on March 27 at
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, TX.

Born in Nashua in 1974, Specialist
Hamilton was raised and educated in
nearby Milford. After graduating from
Milford High School in 1992, he joined
the U.S. Marine Corps, rising to the
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rank of corporal before being honor-
ably discharged in 1996. Hamilton spent
11 years back home in Milford before
deciding to once again serve his coun-
try by enlisting in the U.S. Army in
2007. He was assigned to Fort Sam
Houston where he was recovering from
a shoulder injury.

New Hampshire is proud of Specialist
Hamilton’s service to and sacrifice for
our country. His decision to reenlist in
the U.S. Army following his time in
the Marine Corps demonstrates a deep
commitment to duty and service for
which his country will forever be grate-
ful. He, and the thousands of brave men
and women of the U.S. Armed Forces
serving today, deserve America’s high-
est honor and recognition.

Specialist Hamilton is survived by
his wife Stacey; his father and step-
mother Chuck and Kathy Hamilton; his
mother Karen Hamilton; and his broth-
ers Jon and Adam. He will be missed
dearly by all those who knew him.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
all Americans in honoring U.S. Army
SPC Craig Hamilton.

———

CELEBRATING TUNISIAN
AMERICAN DAY

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask
my colleagues to join me in celebrating
Tunisian American Day on May 2T7.
This annual celebration is in recogni-
tion of the many contributions that
Tunisian Americans have made to en-
rich our culture and society.

The United States has maintained
diplomatic relations with Tunisia for
more than two centuries. On March 26,
1799, the first agreement of friendship
and trade was concluded between the
United States and Tunisia. The first
American consulate was established in
Tunis, the Tunisian capital, on Janu-
ary 20, 1800. On May 17, 1956, the United
States was the first major power to
recognize the sovereign state of Tuni-
sia. Throughout the years, the United
States and Tunisia have forged an ami-
cable and enduring relationship that is
based on a common commitment to the
ideals of democracy and liberty.

Currently, there are more than 13,500
Americans of Tunisian descent residing
in the United States. The Tunisian
American community has made invalu-
able contributions to improving our
cultural diversity by sharing their
proud heritage and rich cultural tradi-
tions.

As Tunisian Americans gather to cel-
ebrate Tunisian American Day, I wish
them a joyous and inspiring day and
thank them for their contributions to
cultural diversity.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING DOM DELUISE

o Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, Cali-
fornia and our Nation have lost one of
our most talented entertainers.
Dominick “Dom’’ DeLuise, a wonderful
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comedian and chef who entertained
America with his delightful sense of
humor, recently passed away. I would
like to take a few moments to recog-
nize Dom DeLuise’s many accomplish-
ments and the tremendous impact he
made on our lives.

Born in New York City, DeLuise en-
tered acting at an early age. Although
discouraged at first, he persisted in
finding his way in the field of enter-
tainment and into the hearts of his
fans. His hard work and dedication
earned him many entertaining and
prestigious acting roles in film, tele-
vision, and theater. Many films which
feature Dom DeLuise, such as ‘‘The
Cannonball Run,” ‘‘Blazing Saddles,”
‘“‘History of the World Part 1, and
“Spaceballs’” have become classics in
their own right and will ensure that fu-
ture generations will enjoy and appre-
ciate his talent.

Later in life, DeLuise worked toward
furthering his love for the culinary
arts and establishing himself as a chef.
His efforts resulted in the publishing of
two successful cookbooks: ‘“Eat This It
Will Make You Feel Better!” and ‘“‘Eat
This Too! It’ll Also Make You Feel
Good.”

I invite all of my colleagues to join
me in recognizing and honoring
Dominick ‘“‘Dom” DeLuise for his
work, which touched the lives of gen-
erations of Americans. He is survived
by his wife of 54 years, Carol Arthur,
and his three sons, Peter, David and
Michael.®

————

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ADRIAN DOMINICAN SISTERS

e Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, serv-
ice to your community and to those
most in need is one of the most impor-
tant legacies we can leave as individ-
uals or as institutions. It is with this
in mind that I am honored to congratu-
late the Adrian Dominican Sisters, the
Congregation of the Most Holy Rosary
as they celebrate their 125th anniver-
sary today. Guided by the humble yet
inspiring mission to seek truth, make
peace, and reverence life, this con-
gregation has made a profound and en-
during impact on many lives.

The Adrian Dominicans trace their
history back to the establishment of
the Holy Cross convent in 1233. A pres-
ence in the United States was estab-
lished in 1853 with the arrival in New
York of three sisters from this con-
vent. Since the establishment of a hos-
pital for injured railroad workers in
1884 to meet a pressing need in the
Adrian community, the sisters of this
congregation have devoted their en-
ergy, talent, and efforts in pursuit of
meeting the spiritual, educational, and
practical needs of those within the
Adrian community and those far be-
yond its borders. Mother Camilla Mad-
den was the first mother provincial,
and she became the first mother gen-
eral when the province became an inde-
pendent congregation in 1923.

Adrian has grown steadily since its
founding and has not only maintained
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a presence in Adrian, but has branched
out into communities far beyond
through ministries in 31 States, the
District Of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Canada, the Dominican Republic, Italy,
and Swaziland. The Adrian Dominican
Sisters currently number more than
900 and are involved in ministries pri-
marily in areas of education, health
care, and social work. The congrega-
tion currently sponsors two univer-
sities, including Siena Heights Univer-
sity; two hospital systems; a long-term
health care facility; three congrega-
tion-owned schools; and two retreat
centers.

The Adrian Dominican Sisters have
impacted many throughout its rich his-
tory, and I am truly delighted to recog-
nize this impressive milestone, as well
as their many important contributions
over the years. Their influence and
service to the community are apparent
and appreciated by the many who have
benefitted from their many spiritual
and outreach efforts. I know my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Adri-
an Dominican Sisters on 125 years of
dedicated service, and I wish them con-
tinued success as they build upon their
legacy of accomplishment and excel-
lence.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13047 OF MAY 20, 1997, WITH RE-
SPECT TO BURMA, AS RECEIVED
DURING AN ADJOURNMENT OF
THE SENATE ON MAY 15, 2009—
PM 19

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
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notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publica-
tion, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue for 1 year beyond
May 20, 2009.

The crisis between the United States
and Burma arising from the actions
and policies of the Government of
Burma, including its engaging in large-
scale repression of the democratic op-
position in Burma that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency in Ex-
ecutive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, as
modified in scope and relied upon for
additional steps taken in Executive
Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Executive
Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, and Ex-
ecutive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, has
not been resolved. These actions and
policies are hostile to U.S. interests
and pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to
Burma and maintain in force the sanc-
tions against Burma to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 14, 2009.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 347. An act to grant the congressional
gold medal, collectively, to the 100th Infan-
try Battalion and the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, United States Army, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated service during
World War II.

H.R. 1209. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition
and celebration of the establishment of the
Medal of Honor in 1861, America’s highest
award for valor in action against an enemy
force which can be bestowed upon an indi-
vidual serving in the Armed Services of the
United States, to honor the American mili-
tary men and women who have been recipi-
ents of the Medal of Honor, and to promote
awareness of what the Medal of Honor rep-
resents and how ordinary Americans,
through courage, sacrifice, selfless service
and patriotism, can challenge fate and
change the course of history.

H.R. 2187. An act to direct the Secretary of
Education to make grants to State edu-
cational agencies for the modernization, ren-
ovation, or repair of public school facilities,
and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 347. An act to grant the congressional
gold medal, collectively, to the 100th Infan-
try Battalion and the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, United States Army, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated service during
World War II; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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H.R. 1209. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition
and celebration of the establishment of the
Medal of Honor in 1861, America’s highest
award for valor in action against an enemy
force which can be bestowed upon an indi-
vidual serving in the Armed Services of the
United States, to honor the American mili-
tary men and women who have been recipi-
ents of the Medal of Honor, and to promote
awareness of what the Medal of Honor rep-
resents and how ordinary Americans,
through courage, sacrifice, selfless service
and patriotism, can challenge fate and
change the course of history; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 2187. An act to direct the Secretary of
Education to make grants to State edu-
cational agencies for the modernization, ren-
ovation, or repair of public school facilities,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1637. A communication from the Fiscal
Assistant Secretary, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
report relative to the notification of Con-
gress that during the period of January 1,
2008, through December 31, 2008, no excep-
tions to the prohibition against favored
treatment of a government securities broker
or government securities dealer were granted
by the Secretary of the Treasury; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1638. A communication from the Fiscal
Assistant Secretary, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
report relative to material violations or sus-
pected material violations of regulations re-
lating to Treasury auctions and other Treas-
ury securities offerings for the period of Jan-
uary 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1639. A communication from the Fiscal
Assistant Secretary, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
report relative to significant modifications
to the auction process for issuing United
States Treasury obligations; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-1640. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director for Policy, Office of Foreign As-
sets Control, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule Amending the
Terrorism List Governments Sanctions Reg-
ulations” (31 CFR Parts 596) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on May
12, 2009; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1641. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, an annual report relative to programs
and projects of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA); to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-1642. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report of a Determination and Certifi-
cation under Section 40A of the Arms Export
Control Act relative to countries not cooper-
ating fully with United States antiterrorism
efforts; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.
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EC-1643. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2009-0062-2009-0067); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-1644. A communication from the Acting
Secretary, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
report entitled ‘‘Delays in Approvals of Ap-
plications Related to Citizen Petitions and
Petitions for Stay of Agency Action for Fis-
cal Year 2008; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-1645. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel and Designated Report-
ing Official, Office of National Drug Control
Policy, Executive Office of the President,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a confirmation in the position of Director of
National Drug Control Policy, received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 13, 2009; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-1646. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the Department’s activities regarding civil
rights era homicides; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-1647. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Measurement,
Science and Engineering Research Grants
Programs; Availability of Funds’” (RIN0693—
ZA84) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 6, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1648. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Construction Grant
Program Notice of Availability of Funds”
(RIN0693-ZA81) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 6, 2008; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1649. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Precision Measure-
ment Grants Programs; Availability of
Funds’ (RIN0693-ZA83) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on May 6, 2008;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1650. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“Summer Under-
graduate Research Fellowships (SURF) NIST
Gaithersburg and Boulder Programs; Avail-
ability of Funds’ (RIN0693-ZA85) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 6, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1651. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Technology Innova-
tion Program (TIP) Notice of Availability of
Funds and Announcement of Public Meeting
(Proposers’ Conference)’” (RIN0693-ZA89) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 6, 2008; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1652. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
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tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob-
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous
Amendments” ((Docket No. 30663) (Amend-
ment No. 3318)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 11, 2009; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1653. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Special Requirements for Private
Use Transport Category Airplanes”
((RIN2120-AI61) (Docket No. FAA-2007-28250))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-16564. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob-
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous
Amendments” ((Docket No. 30664) (Amend-
ment No. 3319)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 11, 2009; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1655. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Modification of Class D and Class E
Airspace; Albemarle, NC” ((Docket No. FAA-
2009-0203) (Airspace Docket No. 09-AS0-12))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1656. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Sikorsky
Aircraft Corporation Model S-92A Heli-
copters” ((Docket No. FAA-2009-0351) (Direc-
torate Identifier 2009-SW-08-AD)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1657. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Rutland, VT ((Docket No. FAA-2008-1076)
(Airspace Docket No. 08-ANE-102)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1658. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Refugio, TX” ((Docket No. FAA-2009-0241)
(Airspace Docket No. 09-ASW-6)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1659. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace;
Clewiston, FL’ ((Docket No. FAA-2008-1168)
(Airspace Docket No. 08-AS0-19)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1660. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace;
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Russellville, AL ((Docket No. FAA-2008-
1094) (Airspace Docket No. 08-AS0O-18)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1661. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace;
Morehead, KY” ((Docket No. FAA-2008-0809)
(Airspace Docket No. 08-AS0-13)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1662. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing
Model 737-100, —200, —200C, —-300 —400 and -500
Series Airplanes’” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket
No. FAA-2008-1070)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 11, 2009;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1663. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“Emission Standards for Turbine
Engine Powered Airplanes’” ((RIN2120-
AJ41)(Docket No. FAA-2009-0112)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1664. A Communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Communication and Area Naviga-
tion Equipment (RNAV) Operations in Re-
mote Locations and Mountainous Terrain”
((RIN2120-AJ46)(Docket No. FAA-2002-14002))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1665. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus
Model A318, A319, A320, and A321 Airplanes”
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-1327))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1666. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing
Model 737-100, —200, —200C, —300 —400 and-500
Series Airplanes” ((RIN 2120-AA64)(Docket
No. FAA-2008-1275)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 11, 2009;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1667. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing
Model 747 Airplanes” ((RIN2120-
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-1239)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on May 11, 2009; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1668. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Senate, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of the receipts and expend-
itures of the Senate for the period from Oc-
tober 1, 2008 through March 31, 2009 received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
during an adjournment of the Senate on May
15, 2009; ordered to lie on the table.
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EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. DORGAN for the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

*Larry J. Echo Hawk, of Utah, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. CRAPO:

S. 1059. A bill to permit commercial vehi-
cles at weights up to 129,000 pounds to use
certain highways of the Interstate System in
the State of Idaho which would provide sig-
nificant savings in the transportation of
goods throughout the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 1060. A bill to comprehensively prevent,
treat, and decrease overweight and obesity
in our Nation’s populations; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 1061. A bill to reauthorize the Uranium
Enrichment Decontamination and Decom-
missioning Fund and to direct the Secretary
of Energy to provide a plan for the re-enrich-
ment of certain uranium tailings; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. TESTER:

S. 1062. A bill to amend the Beef Research
and Information Act to allow the promotion
of beef that is born and raised exclusively in
the United States and to establish new ref-
erendum requirements; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 1063. A Dbill to amend the USEC Privat-
ization Act to authorize the Secretary of En-
ergy to pay affected participants under a
pension plan referred to in the USEC Privat-
ization Act for benefit increases not re-
ceived; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Ms.
COoLLINS, Mr. BURRIS, and Mrs.
MCCASKILL):

S. 1064. A bill to amend the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to pro-
vide for enhanced State and local oversight
of activities conducted under such Act, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and
Mr. CASEY):

S. 1065. A Dbill to authorize State and local
governments to direct divestiture from, and
prevent investment in, companies with in-
vestments of $20,000,000 or more in Iran’s en-
ergy sector, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. CONRAD,
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 1066. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to preserve access to
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ambulance services under the Medicare pro-
gram; to the Committee on Finance.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 370
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
370, a bill to prohibit the use of funds
to transfer detainees of the United
States at Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to any facility in the
United States or to construct any facil-
ity for such detainees in the United
States, and for other purposes.
S. 448
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 448, a bill to maintain the
free flow of information to the public
by providing conditions for the feder-
ally compelled disclosure of informa-
tion by certain persons connected with
the news media.
S. 475
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
475, a bill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to
guarantee the equity of spouses of mili-
tary personnel with regard to matters
of residency, and for other purposes.
S. 511
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 511, a bill to amend part
B of title XVIII of the Social Security
Act to provide for an exemption of
pharmacies and pharmacists from cer-
tain Medicare accreditation require-
ments in the same manner as such ex-
emption applies to certain profes-
sionals.
S. 614
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
614, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Women Airforce
Service Pilots (“WASP”).
S. 658
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
658, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve health care for
veterans who live in rural areas, and
for other purposes.
S. 676
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
676, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the tax
rate for excise tax on investment in-
come of private foundations.
S. 707
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 707, a bill to enhance the Fed-
eral Telework Program.
S. 726
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
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(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 726, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for the
licensing of biosimilar and biogeneric
biological products, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 752
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 752, a bill to reform the fi-
nancing of Senate elections, and for
other purposes.
S. 795
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BoND), the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as
cosponsors of S. 795, a bill to amend the
Social Security Act to enhance the so-
cial security of the Nation by ensuring
adequate public-private infrastructure
and to resolve to prevent, detect, treat,
intervene in, and prosecute elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation, and for other
purposes.
S. 812
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RI1scH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
812, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent
the special rule for contributions of
qualified conservation contributions.
S. 819
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY)
were added as cosponsors of S. 819, a
bill to provide for enhanced treatment,
support, services, and research for indi-
viduals with autism spectrum disorders
and their families.
S. 827
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
827, a bill to establish a program to re-
unite bondholders with matured
unredeemed United States savings
bonds.
S. 832
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 832, a bill to amend title
36, United States Code, to grant a Fed-
eral charter to the Military Officers
Association of America, and for other
purposes.
S. 833
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) and the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. BURRIS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 833, a bill to amend title
XIX of the Social Security Act to per-
mit States the option to provide Med-
icaid coverage for low-income individ-
uals infected with HIV.
S. 846
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 846, a bill to award a congressional
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gold medal to Dr. Muhammad Yunus,
in recognition of his contributions to
the fight against global poverty.

S. 908

At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
908, a bill to amend the Iran Sanctions
Act of 1996 to enhance United States
diplomatic efforts with respect to Iran
by expanding economic sanctions
against Iran.

S. 909

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
909, a bill to provide Federal assistance
to States, local jurisdictions, and In-
dian tribes to prosecute hate crimes,
and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. BEGICH, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
909, supra.

S. 925

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 925, a bill to direct the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to study
the presence of contaminants and im-
purities in cosmetics and personal care
products marketed to and used by chil-
dren.

S. 956

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 956, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
empt unsanctioned State-licensed re-
tail pharmacies from the surety bond
requirement under the Medicare Pro-
gram for suppliers of durable medical
equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and
supplies (DMEPOS).

S. 982

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
982, a bill to protect the public health
by providing the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration with certain authority to
regulate tobacco products.

S. 984

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 984, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for arthritis research and public
health, and for other purposes.

S. 987

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 987, a bill to protect girls in devel-
oping countries through the prevention
of child marriage, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1026

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. ENSIGN), the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KyL) and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1026, a bill to amend the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
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Voting Act to improve procedures for
the collection and delivery of marked
absentee ballots of absent overseas uni-
formed service voters, and for other
purposes.
S. 1052

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1052, a bill to amend the small,
rural school achievement program and
the rural and low-income school pro-
gram under part B of title VI of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965.

S. 1057

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1057, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for the participation of physical thera-
pists in the National Health Service
Corps Loan Repayment Program, and
for other purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 1060. A bill to comprehensively
prevent, treat, and decrease overweight
and obesity in our Nation’s popu-
lations; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Obesity Preven-
tion, Treatment and Research Act of
2009. This legislation would develop a
national strategy to organize our ef-
forts to combat childhood and adult
obesity. It would help foster unprece-
dented collaborations and collective
actions across agencies, and among pri-
vate entities, individuals, and commu-
nities.

The prevalence of obesity in the U.S.
has grown to staggering proportions.
According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention National Cen-
ter for Health Statistics, 66 percent of
adults and 32 percent of children are
considered either overweight or obese.
Over the past 30 years, the obesity rate
has more than doubled across all age
groups. The U.S. now has the highest
prevalence of obesity among the devel-
oped nations. In fact, the prevalence of
obesity in the U.S. in 2006, 34 percent,
is more than twice the average for
other developed nations.

The Obesity Prevention, Treatment
and Research Act of 2009 comprehen-
sively addresses the obesity and over-
weight epidemic by focusing on coordi-
nating and augmenting existing pre-
vention and treatment activities. This
legislation is based on recommenda-
tions of the Institutes of Medicine,
IOM, to confront the obesity epidemic.
It focuses on developing dynamic new
collaborations and will improve access
for beneficiaries in Medicare, Medicaid,
and other Federal programs to nutri-
tional counseling, prevention services,
and physical education programs.
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Obesity is a costly problem for the
U.S. both in terms of health care ex-
penditures and the loss of life. The in-
cidence of type 2 diabetes, high blood
pressure, and progressive liver dis-
ease—ailments once associated only
with adults—is rising among over-
weight children. These health risks
compound with age, since overweight
children and adolescents are more like-
ly to become obese adults. For the first
time in our history, the lifespan of a
child born today may be less than that
of his or her parents. Interventions
aimed at significantly decreasing the
prevalence of these illnesses are ex-
tremely cost effective and are critical
to overall disease prevention and
health promotion efforts. The Trust for
America’s Health recently reported
that an investment of just $10 per per-
son per year in proven community-
based disease prevention programs
would yield a $2.8 billion annual health
expenditure reduction. Put another
way, our nation would recoup nearly $1
over and above the cost of a com-
prehensive disease prevention and
health promotion program for every $1
invested in the first 1 to 2 years of the
program. To that end, my legislation
creates grant programs to provide
funding to schools, community health
centers, academic institutions, State
medical societies, State health depart-
ments, and communities to reduce the
prevalence of obesity and improve the
prevention and treatment of individ-
uals who are obese or overweight.

The Obesity Prevention, Treatment
and Research Act of 2009 establishes
the U.S. Council on Overweight & Obe-
sity Prevention, USCO-OP, which is
charged with creating a comprehensive
strategy to prevent, treat and reduce
the prevalence of overweight individ-
uals and obesity. This advisory council
will update Federal guidelines; identify
best practices; conduct ongoing sur-
veillance and monitoring of existing
Federal programs; and make rec-
ommendations to coordinate budgets,
policies, and programs across Federal
agencies in collaboration with private
and public partners. In addition, the
Council will help develop and update
the daily physical activity require-
ments in our schools, and identify ac-
tivities that families can do together.

It is also critical to recognize that
certain populations are more vulner-
able than others to the obesity epi-
demic. Minorities, especially from His-
panic and Native American commu-
nities, are disproportionately affected
by this disease. For example, in my
home State of New Mexico, approxi-
mately 26 percent of Hispanic and 32
percent of Native American adoles-
cents, grades 9-12, are overweight or
obese; the rate of prevalence is less
than 20 percent among white, non-His-
panic adolescents. I have, therefore,
prioritized grants in this legislation to
these populations and required Federal
reporting on research and data related
to obesity in disproportionately af-
fected groups. This includes grants
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aimed at behavioral risk factors such
as sedentary lifestyles and poor nutri-
tion.

This bill will help further develop
and then increase funding to the De-
partment of Agriculture’s Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable Program. This will help
ensure that low-income children will
have access to healthier foods within
their schools. In addition, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
and the Secretary of Agriculture will
be tasked to consult with the USCO-OP
to update and reform Federal oversight
of food and beverage labeling. Such re-
forms include improving the trans-
parency of labeling with regard to nu-
tritional and caloric value of food and
beverages.

I think it is imperative that we pro-
vide treatment to those individuals
who are likely to develop obesity-re-
lated ailments before the full onset of
disease. The Obesity Prevention, Treat-
ment and Research Act of 2009 does
this by expanding coverage of Medicare
to include medical nutritional coun-
seling for beneficiaries who are over-
weight or obese and are considered pre-
diabetics. In addition, my legislation
gives States the option to include med-
ical nutrition therapy services in Med-
icaid and SCHIP.

There is no doubt that the obesity
epidemic has grown immensely. I am
confident, however, that it can be
stopped but it requires a nationwide
commitment for resolution. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to
enact this legislation this year.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was orderd to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

S. 1060

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Obesity Pre-
vention, Treatment, and Research Act of
2009°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 2001, the United States Surgeon Gen-
eral released the Call to Action to Prevent
and Decrease Overweight and Obesity to
bring attention to the public health prob-
lems related to obesity.

(2) Since the Surgeon General’s call to ac-
tion, the problems of obesity and overweight
have become epidemic, occurring in all ages,
ethnicities and races, and individuals in
every State.

(3) The United States now has the highest
prevalence of obesity among the developed
nations, according to 2006 data by the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development. The prevalence of obesity in
the United States (34 percent) is more than
twice the average for other developed na-
tions (13 percent). The closest nation in prev-
alence of obesity is the United Kingdom (24
percent) which is over 25 percent less than
the United States.

(4) The National Health and Nutrition Ex-
amination Survey in 2006 estimated that 32
percent of children and adolescents aged 2 to
19 and an alarming 66 percent of adults are
overweight or obese.
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(5) More than 30 percent of young people in
grades 9 through 12 do not regularly engage
in vigorous intensity physical activity, while
almost 40 percent of adults are sedentary and
70 percent report getting less than 20 min-
utes of regular physical activity per day.

(6) The Institute of Medicine, in their 2005
publication ‘‘Preventing Childhood Obesity:
Health in the Balance’, reported that over
the last 3 decades, the rate of childhood obe-
sity has tripled for children aged 6 to 11
years, and doubled for children aged 2 to 5
years old and in adolescents aged 12 to 19
years old. In 2004, approximately 9,000,000
children over 6 years of age were obese. Only
2 percent of children eat a healthy diet con-
sistent with Federal nutrition guidelines.

(7) For children born in 2000, it is esti-
mated the lifetime risk of being diagnosed
with type 2 diabetes is 40 percent for females
and 30 percent for males.

(8) Overweight and obesity disproportion-
ately affect minority populations and
women. According to the 2006 Behavioral
Risk Factor Surveillance System of the Cen-
ters for the Disease Control and Prevention,
61 percent of adults in the United States are
overweight or obese.

(9) The Centers for the Disease Control and
Prevention estimates the annual expendi-
tures related to overweight and obesity in
the United States to be $117,000,000,000 in 2001
and rising rapidly.

(10) The Centers for the Disease Control
and Prevention estimates that the increase
in the number of overweight and obese
Americans between 1987 and 2001 resulted in
a 27 percent increase in per capita health
costs, and that as many as 112,000 deaths per
year are associated with obesity.

(11) Being overweight or obese increases
the risk of chronic diseases including diabe-
tes, heart disease, stroke, certain cancers,
arthritis, and other health problems.

(12) According to the National Institute of
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases,
individuals who are obese have a 50 to 100
percent increased risk of premature death.

(13) Healthy People 2010 goals identify
overweight and obesity as 1 of the Nation’s
leading health problems and include objec-
tives for increasing the proportion of adults
who are at a healthy weight, reducing the
proportion of adults who are obese, and re-
ducing the proportion of children and adoles-
cents who are overweight or obese.

(14) Another Healthy People 2010 goal is to
eliminate health disparities among different
segments of the population. Obesity is a
health problem that disproportionally im-
pacts medically underserved populations.

(15) Food and beverage advertisers are esti-
mated to spend $10,000,000 to $12,000,000,000
per year to target children and youth.

(16) The United States spends less than 2
percent of its annual health expenditures on
prevention.

(17) Employer health promotion invest-
ments net a return of $3 for every $1 in-
vested.

(18) High-energy dense and low-nutrient
dense foods represent 30 percent of Ameri-
can’s total calorie intake. Fast food com-
pany menus are twice the energy density of
recommended healthful diets.

(19) Research suggests that individuals eat
too much high-energy dense foods without
feeling full because the brain’s pathways
that regulate hunger and influence normal
food intake are not triggered by these foods.

(20) Packaging, product placement, and
high-energy dense food content manipula-
tion contribute to the overweight and obe-
sity epidemic in the United States.

(21) Such marketing and content manipula-
tion techniques have been used by other in-
dustries to encourage consumption at the ex-
pense of health. To help individuals make
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healthy choices, education and information
must be available with clear, consistent, and
accurate labeling.
TITLE I—OBESITY TREATMENT,
PREVENTION, AND REDUCTION
SEC. 101. UNITED STATES COUNCIL ON OVER-
WEIGHT-OBESITY PREVENTION.

Part P of title IIT of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280g et seq.) is amend-
ed by—

(1) redesignating section 399R (as inserted
by section 2 of Public Law 110-373) as section
399S;

(2) redesignating section 399R (as inserted
by section 3 of Public Law 110-374) as section
399T; and

(3) adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 399U. UNITED STATES COUNCIL ON OVER-
WEIGHT-OBESITY PREVENTION.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
convene a United States Council on Over-
weight-Obesity Prevention (referred to in
this section as ‘USCO-OP’).

““(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—USCO-OP shall be com-
posed of 20 members, which shall consist of—

‘“‘(A) the Secretary;

‘“(B) the Secretary (or his or her designee)
of—

‘‘(i) the Department of Agriculture;

‘‘(ii) the Department of Education;

‘“(iii) the Department of Housing and
Urban Development;

‘(iv) the Department of the Interior

‘“(v) the Federal Trade Commission;

‘“(vi) the Department of Transportation;
and

‘(vii) any other Federal agency that the
Secretary of Health and Human Services de-
termines appropriate;

‘(C) the Chairman (or his or her designee)
of the Federal Communications Commission;

‘(D) the Director (or his or her designee) of
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the National Institutes of Health, and
the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality;

‘“(E) the Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (or his or
her designee);

‘“(F') the Commissioner of Food and Drugs
(or his or her designee); and

“(G) a minimum of 5 representatives, ap-
pointed by the Secretary, of expert organiza-
tions such as public health associations, key
healthcare provider groups, planning and de-
velopment organizations, education associa-
tions, advocacy groups, relevant industries,
State and local leadership, and other entities
as determined appropriate by the Secretary.

“(2) APPOINTMENTS.—The Secretary shall
accept nominations for representation on
USCO-OP through public comment before
the initial appointment of members of
USCO-OP under paragraph (1)(G), and on a
regular basis for open positions thereafter,
but not less than every 2 years.

‘“(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of
USCO-OP shall be—

““(A) an individual appointed by the Presi-
dent; and

‘(B) until the date that an individual is ap-
pointed under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary.

“‘(c) MEETINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—USCO-OP shall meet—

““(A) not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of the Obesity Prevention,
Treatment, and Research Act of 2009; and

‘“(B) at the call of the chairperson there-
after, but in no case less often than 2 times
per year.

‘(2) MEETINGS OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The
representatives of the Federal agencies on
USCO-OP shall meet on a regular basis, as
determined by the Secretary, to develop
strategies to coordinate budgets and discuss
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other issues that are not otherwise per-
mitted to be discussed in a public forum. The
purpose of such meetings shall be to allow
more rapid interagency strategic planning
and intervention implementation to address
the overweight and obesity epidemic.

‘“(d) DuTiEs OF TUSCO-OP.—USCO-OP
shall—

‘(1) develop strategies to comprehensively
prevent, treat, and reduce overweight and
obesity;

‘“(2) coordinate interagency cooperation
and action related to the prevention, treat-
ment, and reduction of overweight and obe-
sity in the United States;

‘(8) identify best practices in communities
to address overweight and obesity;

‘“(4) work with appropriate entities to
evaluate the effectiveness of obesity and
overweight interventions;

‘(6) update the National Institutes of
Health 1998 ‘Clinical Guidelines on the Iden-
tification, Evaluation, and Treatment of
Overweight and Obesity in Adults: The Evi-
dence Report’ and include sections on child-
hood obesity in such updated report;

‘“(6) conduct ongoing surveillance and mon-
itoring using tools such as the National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
and the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System and assure adequate and consistent
funding to support data collection and anal-
ysis to inform policy;

‘“(7) make recommendations to coordinate
budgets, grant and pilot programs, policies,
and programs across Federal agencies to co-
hesively address overweight and obesity, in-
cluding with respect to the grant programs
carried out under sections 306(n), 399V, and
1904(a)(1)(H);

‘“(8) make recommendations to update and
improve the daily physical activity require-
ments for students under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and include recommenda-
tions about physical activities that families
can do together, and involving parents in
these activities;

‘(99 make recommendations about cov-
erage for obesity-related services and for an
early and periodic screening, diagnostic, and
treatment services program under the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program estab-
lished under title XXI of the Social Security
Act;

‘“(10) make recommendations for obesity-
related information, including height,
weight, and body mass index, to be included
in electronic health records for the purpose
of ongoing surveillance and monitoring; and

‘“(11) provide guidelines for childhood obe-
sity health care related treatment under the
early and periodic screening, diagnostic, and
treatment services program under the Med-
icaid program established under title XIX of
the Social Security Act and otherwise de-
scribed in section 2103(c)(5) of such Act.

‘‘(e) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of the Obesity
Prevention, Treatment, and Research Act of
2009, and on an annual basis thereafter,
USCO-OP shall submit to the President and
to the relevant committees of Congress, a re-
port that—

‘(1) summarizes the activities and efforts
of USCO-OP under this section to coordinate
interagency prevention, treatment, and re-
duction of obesity and overweight, including
a detailed strategic plan with recommenda-
tions for each Federal agency;

““(2) evaluates the effectiveness of these co-
ordinated interventions and conducts in-
terim assessments and reporting of health
outcomes, achievement of milestones, and
implementation of strategic plan goals start-
ing with the second report, and yearly there-
after; and
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“(3) makes recommendations for the fol-
lowing year’s strategic plan based on data
and findings from the previous year.

“(f) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services may
provide technical assistance to USCO-OP to
carry out the activities under this section.

‘(g) PERMANENCE OF COMMITTEE.—Section
14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (b
U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to USCO-OP.”.
SEC. 102. GRANTS AND DEMONSTRATION PRO-

GRAMS TO PROMOTE POSITIVE
HEALTH BEHAVIORS IN POPU-
LATIONS DISPROPORTIONATELY AF-
FECTED BY OBESITY AND OVER-
WEIGHT.

Part P of title IIT of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280g et seq.), as
amended by section 101, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“SEC. 399V. GRANTS AND DEMONSTRATION PRO-
GRAMS TO PROMOTE POSITIVE
HEALTH BEHAVIORS IN POPU-
LATIONS DISPROPORTIONATELY AF-
FECTED BY OBESITY AND OVER-
WEIGHT.

‘‘(a) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘eligible entity’ means—

‘(1) a city, county, Indian tribe, tribal or-
ganization, territory, or State;

‘“(2) a local, tribal, or State educational
agency;

“‘(3) a Federal medical facility, including a
federally qualified health center (as defined
in section 1861(aa)(4) of the Social Security
Act), an Indian Health Service hospital or
clinic, any health facility or program oper-
ated by or pursuant to a contractor grant
from the Indian Health Service, an Indian
Health Service entity, an urban Indian cen-
ter, an Indian tribal clinic, a health care for
the homeless center, a rural health center,
migrant health center, and any other Fed-
eral medical facility;

‘“(4) any entity meeting the criteria for
medical home under section 204 of the Tax
Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 (Public
Law 109-432);

‘(6) a nonprofit organization (such as an
academic health center or community health
center);

‘(6) a health department;

“(7) any licensed or certified health pro-
vider;

‘“(8) an accredited university or college;

‘(9) a community-based organization;

‘(10) a local city planning agency; and

‘“(11) any other entity determined appro-
priate by the Secretary.

‘“(b) APPLICATION.—AnN eligible entity that
desires a grant under this section shall sub-
mit an application at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as
the Secretary may require, including a plan
for the use of funds that may be awarded and
an evaluation of any training that will be
provided under such grant.

“‘(c) GRANT DEMONSTRATION AND PILOT PRO-
GRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, and in con-
sultation with the United States Council on
Overweight-Obesity Prevention under sec-
tion 399U, shall establish and evaluate a
grant demonstration and pilot program for
entities to—

‘““(A) prevent, treat, or otherwise reduce
overweight and obesity;

‘“(B) increase the number of children and
adults who safely walk or bike to school or
work;

“(C) increase the availability and afford-
ability of fresh fruits and vegetables in the
community;

‘(D) expand safe and accessible walking
paths and recreational facilities to encour-
age physical activity, and other interven-
tions to create healthy communities;
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‘“(E) create advertising, social marketing,
and public health campaigns promoting
healthier food choices, increased physical ac-
tivity, and healthier lifestyles targeted to
individuals and to families;

‘“(F') promote increased rates and duration
of breast-feeding; and

‘(G) increase worksite and employer pro-
motion of and involvement in community
initiatives that prevent, treat, or otherwise
reduce overweight and obesity.

‘“(2) SPECIAL PRIORITY.—Special priority
will be given to grant proposals that target
communities or populations disproportion-
ately affected by overweight or obesity, in-
cluding Native Americans, other minorities,
and women.

¢“(d) GRANTS To PROMOTE POSITIVE HEALTH
BEHAVIORS IN POPULATIONS DISPROPORTION-
ATELY AFFECTED BY OBESITY AND OVER-
WEIGHT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, may award
grants to eligible entities to promote health
behaviors for women and children in target
populations, especially racial and ethnic mi-
nority populations in medically underserved
communities.

‘“(2) USE OF FUNDS.—An award under this
section shall be used to carry out any of the
following:

‘““(A) To educate, promote, prevent, treat
and determine best practices in overweight
and obese populations.

“(B) To address behavioral risk factors in-
cluding sedentary lifestyle, poor nutrition,
being overweight or obese, and use of to-
bacco, alcohol or other substances that in-
crease the risk of morbidity and mortality.
Special priority will be given to grant appli-
cations that—

‘(i) propose interventions that address em-
bedded levels of influence on behavior, in-
cluding the individual, family, peers, com-
munity and society; and

‘“(ii) utilize techniques that promote com-
munity involvement in the design and imple-
mentation of interventions including com-
munity diagnosis and community-based
participatory research.

‘“(C) To develop and implement interven-
tions to promote a balance of energy con-
sumption and expenditure, to attain
healthier weight, prevent obesity, and reduce
morbidity and mortality associated with
overweight and obesity.

“(D)(i) To train primary care physicians
and other licensed or certified health profes-
sionals on how to identify, treat, and prevent
obesity or eating disorders and aid individ-
uals who are overweight, obese, or who suffer
from eating disorders.

‘‘(ii) To use evidence-based findings or rec-
ommendations that pertain to the preven-
tion and treatment of obesity, being over-
weight, and eating disorders to conduct edu-
cational conferences, including Internet-
based courses and teleconferences, on—

““(I) how to treat or prevent obesity, being
overweight, and eating disorders;

“(IT) the link between obesity, being over-
weight, eating disorders and related serious
and chronic medical conditions;

‘(III) how to discuss varied strategies with
patients from at-risk and diverse populations
to promote positive behavior change and
healthy lifestyles to avoid obesity, being
overweight, and eating disorders;

“(IV) how to identify overweight, obese, in-
dividuals with eating disorders, and those
who are at risk for obesity and being over-
weight or suffer from eating disorders and,
therefore, at risk for related serious and
chronic medical conditions; and

(V) how to conduct a comprehensive as-
sessment of individual and familial health
risk factors and evaluate the effectiveness of
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the training provided by such entity in in-
creasing knowledge and changing attitudes
and behaviors of trainees.

‘(iii) In awarding a grant to carry out an
activity under this subparagraph, preference
shall be given to an entity described in sub-
section (a)(4).

‘“(e) REPORTING TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 3 years after the date of enactment of
this section, the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention shall submit
to the Secretary and Congress a report con-
cerning the result of the activities conducted
through the grants awarded under this sec-
tion.

“(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section, $50,000,000 for fiscal
year 2010, and such sums as may be necessary
for each of fiscal years 2011 through 2013.”".
SEC. 103. NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH STA-

TISTICS.

Section 306 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 242k) is amended—

(1) in subsection (m)(4)(B), by striking
‘“‘subsection (n)”’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘subsection (0)’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (n) as sub-
section (0); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (m) the
following:

‘“(n)(1) The Secretary, acting through the
Center, may provide for the—

‘“(A) collection of data for determining the
fitness levels and energy expenditure of
adults, children, and youth; and

‘“(B) analysis of data collected as part of
the National Health and Nutrition Examina-
tion Survey and other data sources.

‘“(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary, acting through the Center, may
make grants to States, public entities, and
nonprofit entities.

“(8) The Secretary, acting through the
Center, may provide technical assistance,
standards, and methodologies to grantees
supported by this subsection in order to
maximize the data quality and com-
parability with other studies.”.

SEC. 104. HEALTH DISPARITIES REPORT.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Director of the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality shall re-
view all research that results from the ac-
tivities carried out under this Act (and the
amendments made by this Act) and deter-
mine if particular information may be im-
portant to the report on health disparities
required by section 903(c)(3) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 299a-1(c)(3)).
SEC. 105. PREVENTIVE HEALTH SERVICES BLOCK

GRANT.

Section 1904(a)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300w-3(a)(1)) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘“(H) Activities and community education
programs designed to address and prevent
overweight, obesity, and eating disorders
through effective programs to promote
healthy eating, and exercise habits and be-
haviors.”.

SEC. 106. REPORT ON OBESITY AND EATING DIS-
ORDERS RESEARCH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall submit to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives a re-
port on research conducted on causes and
health implications (including mental health
implications) of being overweight, obesity,
and eating disorders.

(b) CONTENT.—The report described in sub-
section (a) shall contain—
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(1) descriptions on the status of relevant,
current, ongoing research being conducted in
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices including research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality, the Health
Resources and Services Administration, and
other offices and agencies;

(2) information about what these studies
have shown regarding the causes, prevention,
and treatment of, being overweight, obesity,
and eating disorders; and

(3) recommendations on further research
that is needed, including research among di-
verse populations, the plan of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for con-
ducting such research, and how current
knowledge can be disseminated.

TITLE II—FOOD AND BEVERAGE
LABELING FOR HEALTHY CHOICES
SEC. 201. FOOD AND BEVERAGE LABELING FOR

HEALTHY CHOICES.

(a) USCO-OP.—In this section, the term
“USCO-OP” means the United States Coun-
cil on Overweight-Obesity Prevention under
section 399U of the Public Health Service Act
(as added by section 101).

(b) REFORM OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE LABEL-
ING.—The Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the Secretary of Agriculture, in
consultation with the USCO-OP, shall,
through regulation or other appropriate ac-
tion, update and reform Federal oversight of
food and beverage labeling. Such reform
shall include improving the transparency of
such labeling with regard to nutritional and
caloric value of food and beverages.

TITLE III—HEALTHY CHOICES FOOD AND
BEVERAGE PROGRAMS
SEC. 301. FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PRO-
GRAM.

Section 19(i) of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769a(i))
is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through
(7) as paragraphs (4) through (8); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

¢“(3) ADDITIONAL MANDATORY FUNDING.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Out of any funds in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall transfer to
the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out
and expand the program under this section,
to remain available until expended—

‘(1) on October 1, 2009, $80,000,000;

¢“(ii) on July 1, 2010, $130,000,000;

“(iii) on July 1, 2011, $202,000,000;

“(iv) on July 1, 2012, $300,000,000; and

‘“(v) on July 1, 2013, and on each July 1
thereafter, the amount made available for
the previous fiscal year, as adjusted under
subparagraph (B).

“(B) ADJUSTMENT.—On July 1, 2013, and on
each July 1 thereafter the amount made
available under subparagraph (A)(v) shall be
calculated by adjusting the amount made
available for the previous fiscal year to re-
flect changes in the Consumer Price Index of
the Bureau of Labor Statistics for fresh
fruits and vegetables, with the adjustment—

‘(i) rounded down to the nearest dollar in-
crement; and

‘“(ii) based on the unrounded amounts for
the preceding 12-month period.

‘(C) ALLOCATION.—Funds made available
under this paragraph shall be allocated
among the States and the District of Colum-
bia in the same manner as funds made avail-
able under paragraph (1).”.

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO THE SOCIAL
SECURITY ACT
SEC. 401. COVERAGE OF EVIDENCE-BASED PRE-
VENTIVE SERVICES UNDER MEDI-
CARE, MEDICAID, AND SCHIP.

(a) MEDICARE.—Section 1861(ddd) of the So-

cial Security Act, as added by section 101 of
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the Medicare Improvements for Patients and
Providers Act of 2008, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(1) and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (1) and (3)’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(3) The term ‘additional preventive serv-
ices’ includes any evidence-based preventive
services which the Secretary has determined
are reasonable and necessary, including, as
so determined, smoking cessation and pre-
vention services, diet and exercise coun-
seling, and healthy weight and obesity coun-
seling.”.

(b) STATE OPTION TO PROVIDE MEDICAL AS-
SISTANCE FOR EVIDENCE-BASED PREVENTIVE
SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (27), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (28) as
paragraph (29); and

(iii) by inserting after paragraph (27) the
following:

¢“(28) evidence-based preventive services de-
scribed in subsection (y); and”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(y) For purposes of subsection (a)(28), evi-
dence-based preventive services described in
this subsection are any preventive services
which the Secretary has determined are rea-
sonable and necessary through the process
for making national coverage determina-
tions (as defined in section 1869(f)(1)(B))
under title XVIII, including, as so deter-
mined, smoking cessation and prevention
services, diet and exercise counseling, and
healthy weight and obesity counseling.”’.

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1902(a)(10)(C)(iv) of such Act is amended by
inserting ‘¢, and (28)’’ after ‘‘(24)”’.

(c) STATE OPTION To PROVIDE CHILD
HEALTH ASSISTANCE FOR EVIDENCE-BASED
PREVENTIVE SERVICES.—Section 2110(a) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397jj(a)) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (28) as para-
graph (29); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (27) the fol-
lowing:

‘(28) Evidence-based preventive services
described in section 1905(y).”".

SEC. 402. COVERAGE OF MEDICAL NUTRITION
COUNSELING UNDER MEDICARE,
MEDICAID, AND SCHIP.

(a) MEDICARE COVERAGE OF MEDICAL NUTRI-
TION THERAPY SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH
PRE-DIABETES.—Section 1861(s)(2)(V) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(s)(2)(V))
is amended by inserting after ‘‘beneficiary
with diabetes’ the following ¢, pre-diabetes
or its risk factors (including hypertension,
dyslipidemia, obesity, or overweight),””.

(b) STATE OPTION TO PROVIDE MEDICAL AS-
SISTANCE FOR MEDICAL THERAPY SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905(a) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d), as amend-
ed by section 401(b), is amended—

(A) in paragraph (28), by striking “‘and” at
the end;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (29) as
paragraph (30); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (28) the
following:

“4(29) medical nutrition therapy services (as
defined in section 1861(vv)(1)) for individuals
with pre-diabetes or obesity, or who are
overweight (as defined by the Secretary);
and”.

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1902(a)(10)(C)(iv) of such Act, as amended by
section 401(b)(2), is amended by striking ‘‘and
(28)”’ and inserting ‘‘(28), and (29)".

(¢) STATE OPTION To PROVIDE CHILD
HEALTH ASSISTANCE FOR MEDICAL NUTRITION
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THERAPY SERVICES.—Section 2110(a) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397jj(a)), as
amended by section 401(c), is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (29) as para-
graph (30); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (28) the fol-
lowing:

‘(29) Medical nutrition therapy services (as
defined in section 1861(vv)(1)) for individuals
with pre-diabetes or obesity, or who are
overweight (as defined by the Secretary).”.
SEC. 403. AUTHORIZING EXPANSION OF MEDI-

CARE COVERAGE OF MEDICAL NU-
TRITION THERAPY SERVICES.

(a) AUTHORIZING EXPANDED ELIGIBLE POPU-
LATION.—Section 1861(s)(2)(V) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(s)(2)(V)), as
amended by section 402, is amended—

(1) by redesignating clauses (i) through (iii)
as subclauses (I) through (III), respectively,
and indenting each such clause an additional
2 ems;

(2) by striking ‘‘in the case of a beneficiary
with diabetes, pre-diabetes or its risk factors
(including hypertension, dyslipidemia, obe-
sity, overweight), or a renal disease who—"’
and inserting ‘‘in the case of a beneficiary—

‘(i) with diabetes, pre-diabetes or its risk
factors (including hypertension, dyslipide-
mia, obesity, overweight), or a renal disease
who—"’;

(3) by adding ‘‘or” at the end of subclause
(III) of clause (i), as so redesignated; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘“(ii) who is not described in clause (i) but
who has another disease, condition, or dis-
order for which the Secretary has made a na-
tional coverage determination (as defined in
section 1869(f)(1)(B)) for the coverage of such
services;’’.

(b) COVERAGE OF SERVICES FURNISHED BY
PHYSICIANS.—Section 1861(vv)(1) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 139x(vv)(1)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘or which are fur-
nished by a physician’ before the period at
the end.

(¢) NATIONAL COVERAGE DETERMINATION
PROCESS.—In making a national coverage de-
termination described in section
1861(s)(2)(V)(ii) of the Social Security Act, as
added by subsection (a)(4), the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through
the Administrator of the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services, shall—

(1) consult with dietetic and nutrition pro-
fessional organizations in determining ap-
propriate protocols for coverage of medical
nutrition therapy services for individuals
with different diseases, conditions, and dis-
orders; and

(2) consider the degree to which medical
nutrition therapy interventions prevent or
help prevent the onset or progression of
more serious diseases, conditions, or dis-
orders.

SEC. 404. CLARIFICATION OF EPSDT INCLUSION
OF PREVENTION, SCREENING, AND
TREATMENT SERVICES FOR OBESITY
AND OVERWEIGHT; SCHIP COV-
ERAGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905(r)(5) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(r)(5)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘, including weight
and BMI measurement and monitoring, as
well as appropriate treatment services (in-
cluding but not limited to) medical nutrition
therapy services (as defined in section
1861(vv)(1)), physical therapy or exercise
training, and behavioral health counseling,
based on recommendations of the United
States Council on Overweight-Obesity Pre-
vention under section 399U of the Public
Health Service Act and such other expert
recommendations and studies as determined
by the Secretary’ before the period.

(b) SCHIP.—

(1) REQUIRED COVERAGE.—Section 2103 (42
U.S.C. 1397cc) is amended—
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(A) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘and (7)”
and inserting *‘(7), and (9)”’; and

(B) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (9); and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (6), the
following:

“(7) PREVENTION, SCREENING, AND TREAT-
MENT SERVICES FOR OBESITY AND OVER-
WEIGHT.—The child health assistance pro-
vided to a targeted low-income child shall
include coverage of weight and BMI meas-
urement and monitoring, as well as appro-
priate treatment services (including but not
limited to) medical nutrition therapy serv-
ices (as defined in section 1861(vv)(1)), phys-
ical therapy or exercise training, and behav-
ioral health counseling, based on rec-
ommendations of the United States Council
on Overweight-Obesity Prevention under sec-
tion 399U of the Public Health Service Act
and such other expert recommendations and
studies as determined by the Secretary.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
2102(a)(7)(B) (42 U.S.C. 1397bb(c)(2)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 2103(c)(5)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraphs (6) and (7) of section
2103(c)”’.

SEC. 405. INCLUSION OF PREVENTIVE SERVICES
IN QUALITY MATERNAL AND CHILD
HEALTH SERVICES.

Section 501(b) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 701(b)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘() The term ‘quality maternal and child
health services’ includes the following:

‘““(A) Evidence-based preventive services
described in section 1905(y).

‘“(B) Medical nutrition counseling for indi-
viduals with pre-diabetes or obesity, or who
are overweight (as defined by the Secretary).

‘“(C) Weight and BMI measurement and
monitoring, as well as appropriate treatment
services (including but not limited to) med-
ical nutrition therapy services (as defined in
section 1861(vv)(1)), physical therapy or exer-
cise training, and behavioral health coun-
seling, based on recommendations of the
United States Council on Overweight-Obe-
sity Prevention under section 399U of the
Public Health Service Act and such other ex-
pert recommendations and studies as deter-
mined by the Secretary.”.

SEC. 406. CHILDHOOD OBESITY INFORMATION,
GUIDELINES, AND REPORTING.

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, acting through the Administrator of
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices, shall—

(1) not later than 18 months after the date
of the enactment of this Act, provide the
State agencies responsible for administering
the State plan approved under title XIX of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.) and the State child health plan ap-
proved under title XXI of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.) with relevant
data, information, and recommendations, as
the Administrator deems appropriate, re-
garding the risks associated with childhood
obesity and the importance of identifying at-
risk children for treatment;

(2) not later than 18 months after the date
of the enactment of this Act, issue guide-
lines, or amend existing guidelines, con-
cerning the development of pediatric obesity
prevention programs for at-risk populations
through the use of managed care techniques,
integrated service delivery models, disease
management programs, and other methods
that the Administrator deems appropriate;

(3) provide for the annual reporting by
such State agencies of the number of chil-
dren enrolled in a State Medicaid or child
health plan that are—
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(A) screened for overweight or obesity; and

(B) identified as at-risk for overweight or
obesity and have been provided with appro-
priate medical follow-up services or coun-
seling; and

(4) prepare and submit an annual report to
Congress on the percentage of children en-
rolled in a State Medicaid or child health
plan that are screened for overweight or obe-
sity and, for those identified as at-risk, re-
ceive appropriate medical follow-up services
or counseling.

SEC. 407. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), this title, and the amend-
ments made under this title, take effect on
October 1, 2010.

(b) EXTENSION OF EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
STATE LAW AMENDMENT.—In the case of a
State plan under title XIX or XXI of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.,
1397aa et seq.) which the Secretary of Health
and Human Services determines requires
State legislation in order for the plan to
meet the additional requirements imposed
by the amendments made by this section,
the State plan shall not be regarded as fail-
ing to comply with the requirements of such
title solely on the basis of its failure to meet
these additional requirements before the
first day of the first calendar quarter begin-
ning after the close of the first regular ses-
sion of the State legislature that begins
after the date of enactment of this Act. For
purposes of the previous sentence, in the
case of a State that has a 2-year legislative
session, each year of the session is consid-
ered to be a separate regular session of the
State legislature.

——————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a business meeting has been
scheduled before Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The business
meeting will be held on Thursday, May
21, 2009 at 10:30 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate office building.

The purpose of the business meeting
is to consider pending energy legisla-
tion.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224-6836.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that William ““Bill”’
Curlin have full floor privileges during
the consideration of the supplemental
appropriations bill. He is a fellow in
my office.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 134, 135, 136, 137,
138, 141, 142, 143, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149,
150, and 151.
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NOMINATION OF THOMAS R. LAMONT

I would like to add, Madam Presi-
dent, before I ask for this consent, that
one of the numbers I have just read re-
lates to the nomination of Thomas La-
mont, to serve as Assistant Secretary
of the Army for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs.

Mr. Lamont is a friend of mine. He
lives in my hometown, and I have
known him for many years. He and his
wife Bridget are close friends.

Tom is a dedicated public servant. He
has spent 25 years in the Judge Advo-
cate General’s division of the Illinois
Army National Guard, where he was a
State staff judge advocate general be-
fore retiring with the rank of colonel
in the year 2007.

He was also elected to the board of
trustees at the University of Illinois.
He served in the highest capacities
with the Office of the State Attorney
Appellate Prosecutor, Civil Litigation
in the Office of the Illinois Attorney
General, and the Illinois Board of High-
er Education.

He has practiced law in Springfield,
my hometown, where he has built a
sterling reputation for integrity and
ability.

Most recently, Tom has served as
special counsel to the University of Il-
linois.

With this confirmation, his broad
array of service and experience will
serve our Nation. The Army and Amer-
ica need leaders such as Tom Lamont.

With our Army’s soldiers deployed
around the world, with their families
counting on good leadership in the
Pentagon to make certain they are
well trained, serve us well, and come
home safely, we have an excellent per-
son to serve as Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs in Tom Lamont of Springfield,
IL.

I was happy to recommend his name
to the President.

NOMINATION OF MARGARET A. HAMBURG

Madam President, one of the nomi-
nees to be considered and voted out
this evening is to serve in the adminis-
tration with a special responsibility for
the Food and Drug Administration.
Margaret A. Hamburg is certainly well
qualified to serve in that capacity.
There are many responsibilities to be
dealt with in the agency, including the
safety of drugs, pharmaceuticals, med-
ical devices, and food in America. It is
an issue that is near and dear to me. I
have spoken to the nominee about it
personally, and I wish to commend her.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc, and the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc;
that no further motions be in order;
that any statements relating to the
nominations be printed in the RECORD;
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action, and the
Senate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Neal S. Wolin, of Illinois, to be Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

John U. Sepulveda, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs
(Human Resources).

Jose D. Riojas, of Texas, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Operations,
Security, and Preparedness).

William A. Gunn, of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Roger W. Baker, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Infor-
mation and Technology).

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Rhea S. Suh, of California, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

David B. Sandalow, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of En-
ergy (International Affairs and Domestic
Policy).

Daniel B. Poneman, of Virginia, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Energy.

DEPARTMENT OF HEATH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Margaret A. Hamburg, of the District of
Columbia, to be Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, Department of Health and Human
Services.

[NEW REPORTS]
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Robert O. Work, of Virginia, to be Under
Secretary of the Navy.

Raymond Edwin Mabus, Jr., of Mississippi,
to be Secretary of the Navy.

Thomas R. Lamont, of Illinois, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Army.

Paul N. Stockton, of California, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Defense.

Andrew Charles Weber, of Virginia, to be
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Nu-
clear and Chemical and Biological Defense
Programs.

Charles A. Blanchard, of Arizona, to be
General Counsel of the Department of the
Air Force.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, as in
executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that on Tuesday, May 19, fol-
lowing disposition of H.R. 627, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 29, the nomination
of Gary Gensler to be a Commissioner
of the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission; that there be 60 minutes
of debate with respect to the nomina-
tion, with the time equally divided and
controlled between Senators HARKIN
and CHAMBLISS or their designees, with
Senators CANTWELL, CARDIN, and SAND-
ERS each controlling 5 minutes of the
majority’s time; that at 2:15 p.m. the
Senate proceed to vote on confirmation
of the nomination; that upon confirma-
tion of Calendar No. 29, the Senate
then proceed to Calendar No. 30, that
the nomination be confirmed and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table; that no further motions be in
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order; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 19,
2009

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. tomor-
row, Tuesday, May 19; that following
the prayer and the pledge, the Journal
of proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate resume consideration of H.R. 627,
the credit card bill, as provided for
under the previous order; that upon
disposition of H.R. 627, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the Gensler nomination as provided
under a previous order; further, that
the Senate recess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m.
for the weekly party conference
lunches.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROGRAM

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
under the previous order, tomorrow
there will be a rollcall vote shortly
after we convene. The vote will be on
the motion to invoke cloture on the
Dodd-Shelby substitute amendment to
H.R. 627, the credit card bill. If cloture
is invoked, the Senate will dispose of
the pending amendments and vote on
passage of the bill, as amended. As a
result, Senators should expect at least
two rollcall votes tomorrow morning.

At 2:15 p.m., there will be a vote on
confirmation of the Gensler nomina-
tion. We also expect to begin consider-
ation of the Iraq and Afghanistan sup-
plemental appropriations bill some-
time later tomorrow afternoon.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:13 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
May 19, 2009, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ZACHARY J. LEMNIOS, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE DI-
RECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING,
VICE JOHN J. YOUNG, JR.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ANTHONY W. MILLER, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE DEPUTY
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION, VICE RAYMOND SIMON, RE-
SIGNED.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

RICHARD G. NEWELL, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINIS-
TRATION, VICE GUY F. CARUSO.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

ROSA GUMATAOTAO RIOS, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE
TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES, VICE ANNA
ESCOBEDO CABRAL, RESIGNED.

IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES
COAST GUARD UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 211(A)(2):

To be commander

SCOTT W. CRAWLEY
MICHAEL F. PIERSON

To be lieutenant commander

JAMES J. BAILEY
JOSE M. BOLANOS
MICHAEL R. CAIN
PATRICK A. CULVER
ASA S. DANIELS
JEFFREY B. DORWART
LEE A. FLEMING
MARK C. FOCKEN
DOUGLAS C. HALL
JOHN M. HARTLOVE
DEAN A. HINES

BRIAN P. HUFF

HENRY M. KONCZYNSKI
HEATHER M. KOSTECKI
MANUEL P. LOMBA
MATTHEW I. MARLOW
STEVEN J. MCKECHNIE
ANN M. MCSPADDEN
DAVID W. MITCHELL
GUY A. MORROW
DAWN W. MURRAY
JOSEPH B. NOTCH
MICHAEL G. ODOM
MARK S. PALMER
BRYAN C. PAPE
BENJAMIN L. PERKINS
WILLIAM W. PRESTON
BRIAN W. ROBINSON
ROBERT A. ROSENOW
EDWARD P. SORIANO
FRAMAR L. STENSON
PRUDENCIO M. TUBALADO
JON T. WARNER
ROBERT D. WYMAN
JAMES T. ZAWROTNY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR APPOINT-
MENT AS A PERMANENT COMMISSIONED REGULAR OFFI-
CER IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD IN THE
GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION
211(A)(2):

To be lieutenant commander

MICHAEL J. CAPELLI

THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR APPOINT-
MENT AS A PERMANENT COMMISSIONED REGULAR OFFI-
CER IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD IN THE
GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION
211(A)(2):

To be lieutenant commander
MICHAEL J. HAUSCHEN
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be general

LT. GEN. STANLEY A. MCCHRYSTAL

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
LT. GEN. DAVID M. RODRIGUEZ
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. JOSEPH D. KERNAN
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

THOMAS J. SOBIESKI

THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR APPOINT-
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531(A):

To be major
JOHN E. BLAIR
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SAMANTHA L. BUTLER
DAVID M. CRAWFORD
MICHAEL W. FOUNTAIN
ROD S. JOHNSON
MICHAEL J. MATSUURA
MARSHA D. MITCHUM
JAMES REED

KADEE E. THOMPSON
PETER T. TRAN

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

KINDALL L. JONES
WILLIAM J. NOVAK

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

SHARON E. BLONDEAU
KAREN D. CHAMBERS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

REBECCA D. LANGE
FRANK PIPER
ROBERT SANTIAGO

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

WALTER A. BEHNERT
ROBERT J. BROODY
MARION S. CALOW
DANIEL L. DUCKER
DAVID E. FLOYD, JR.
TAMARA J. FREEMAN
VIRGINIA W. GERDE
JOHN R. GOUIN
MICHAEL D. KOLODZIEJ
SUSAN MORRIS
RAYMOND B. MURRAY
INGER M. NILSSON
ROBERT J. ROLLE
KELLY L. SNYDER
BRUCE A. SPAULDING
YANN STANCZEWSKI
SHELLY M. WALKER
ZACHARIAH P. WHEELER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

ARTHUR R. BAKER
SARY O. BEIDAS
DAVID E. BENTLEY
MARY M. BRANDT
LISA M. BREITENBACH
JOHN R. BRINEMAN
WALLACE B. BRUCKER
JOHN W. BUCKNER III
DANIEL A. BUTLER
THOMAS E. CASHERO
KARIN A. COX

ERIC C. DESSAIN
GARY L. DOUBLESTEIN
GARTH A. ELIAS
MARIO F. GOLLE, JR.
MELVYN L. HARRIS
JOHN E. HARTMANN
EDWARD P. HORVATH
JAMES A. JEFFERSON
HELEN R. JOHNSON
KEVIN R. JOHNSON
TIMOTHY L. KINZIE
STEVEN B. KNIGHT
FREDERICK C. LOUGH
SCOTT A. LYNCH
PAUL F. MALINDA
RONALD F. MARTIN
MARK A. MATAOSKY
JAIME L. MAYORAL
JOHN J. MCGRAW
STEPHEN B. PALTE
MARK L. PASSAMONTI
ROY D. PENDERGRAFT
ANGEL PEREZTORO
PAUL C. PERLIK
ANDREA J. PLASKIEWICZ
MICHAEL J. RABORN
FELIX E. ROQUE
HENRY J. SCHILLER
STEVEN A. SEVERYN
ROBERT A. SHIVELY
ROBERT A. SOLOMON
JOHN B. SORENSEN
DONALD K. SPANER
DENNIS M. SULLIVAN
ANITA M. YEARLEY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel
DENNIS C. AYER
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JAMES E. BARRON
MARK D. BRUM

DAVID M. COLLINS
MARCEL S. DENARD
OCIE DRAKE, JR.
JOSEPH K. DRINKWATER
BRIAN D. FOW

JEFFREY O. YOUNG

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

MICHAEL C. OGUINN
CHRISTOPHER D. PRIEST
TRACY L. SMITH

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

LARRY D. BARTHOLOMEW
DAVID M. LENNON
TIMOTHY V. MAULDIN
CRAIG W. MEINKING
WILLIAM G. REISZ
RANDY L. SPEAR
KENNETH A. WADE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

DAWN B. BARROWMAN
SUSAN K. HAGMANN
REBA J. MUELLER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

LAUREN J. ALUKONIS
MARYETTA M. BECK
MARY P. BOLK
ELIZABETH BONET
ROSETTE BROWNIRVING
MARY D. BURNS
CYNTHIA M. CAMPBELL
CELESTINE CARTER
JOHNNIE M. CARTER
GERALD A. CHAMBERS
MARTHA L. CLINTON
DOUGLAS W. COFFEY
JEAN A. DAYRIT
NOREEN K. DIEDO

JOHN E. FLOOD

VEDA K. FORTE

DAVID J. FREEMAN
LORENA A. GIRON
MARGARET M. HENNESSY
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JAMES W. HUGHES
GRETCHEN E. MADEYAWOLFSON
PHYLLIS D. MCCORSTIN
JANECE M. MOLLHOFF
KATHRYN M. MOORE
RHONDA M. MOORE
KARA T. MURRAY

ELSA NEGRIN

KEVIN L. NELSON
IRENE L. PARRISH
CHARLES K. PERSINGER
ELIZABETH M. PETRAS
BEVERLY I. RIVELL
JANE A. RUTLEDGE
NORMA SANDOW
ROBERT P. SAVAGE
YEE L. SIMMONS
CORWYN R. VOKOUN
LUCY D. WALKER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

PETER H. GUEVARA
JON R. LUNDQUIST
EDWARD A. MOORE
LESTER D. OBANION
MATTHEW A. WILLIAMS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

RICHARD CANER

ROBIN J. DELEON
BENJAMIN W. GOH
JOAQUIN HERNANDEZ
WILLIAM G. HUBER
EMMETT W. MOSLEY
DAVID A. NATHAN

JOSE I. RUIZQUINONES
JEFFREY A. SCZUBLEWSKI
CHARLES W. WHITE, JR.

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

MICHAEL J. BEAULIEU
EUGENE C. BLACKWELL
HARRY B. CARAVAGGIO
CHRISTOPHER E. CONLEY
RICHARD H. DAHLMAN
DANIEL D. DARLAND
GARY L. MILLER
STEVEN J. OWENS
JEFFREY K. PETERS
HEATHER C. TAYLOR
LINDA K. WOMACK
JAMES A. YOUNG
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CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate, Monday, May 18, 2009:

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

NEAL S. WOLIN, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE DEPUTY SEC-
RETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

JOHN U. SEPULVEDA, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (HUMAN RE-
SOURCES).

JOSE D. RIOJAS, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (OPERATIONS, SECU-
RITY, AND PREPAREDNESS).

WILLIAM A. GUNN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE GENERAL COUN-
SEL, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

ROGER W. BAKER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (INFORMATION AND
TECHNOLOGY).

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

RHEA S. SUH, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

DAVID B. SANDALOW, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (INTER-
NATIONAL AFFAIRS AND DOMESTIC POLICY).

DANIEL B. PONEMAN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY SEC-
RETARY OF ENERGY.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

MARGARET A. HAMBURG, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE COMMISSIONER OF FOOD AND DRUGS, DE-
PARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ROBERT O. WORK, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF THE NAVY.

RAYMOND EDWIN MABUS, JR., OF MISSISSIPPI, TO BE
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

THOMAS R. LAMONT, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

PAUL N. STOCKTON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

ANDREW CHARLES WEBER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AS-
SISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR NUCLEAR
AND CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL DEFENSE PROGRAMS.

CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, OF ARIZONA, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE.

THE ABOVE NOMINATIONS WERE APPROVED SUBJECT
TO THE NOMINEES' COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING REX DAVIDSON

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate, pay tribute, and honor Mr.
Rex Davidson on the occasion of his retire-
ment from his post as a very valued Board
Member of the New York City Workforce In-
vestment Board (WIB) and as President and
CEO of Goodwill Industries of Greater New
York and Northern New Jersey of 36 years.

On April 8th, | had the pleasure of visiting
the New York City WIB for a briefing on the
programs that we in Congress fund through
the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) and how
these programs reach the constituents of my
district.

During this visit | had the opportunity to tour
the Brooklyn Workforce1 Career Center which
provides important customized services to
both jobseekers and businesses to promote
and increase the employment, job retention,
earnings, and improve the occupational skills
of New Yorkers.

The Career Center, funded through WIA
and operated by Goodwill Industries of Great-
er New York and Northern New Jersey, just
recently celebrated its 15,000th placement; an
exciting and momentous achievement.

In my district alone in 2008, 7,083 cus-
tomers received services through the Brooklyn
Workforce1 Career Center and 1,554 Constitu-
ents from New York’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict found jobs.

Rex Davidson attended my visit to the
Brooklyn Workforce1 Career Center to give
both the perspective of an operator of one of
our City’s local One-Stop service locations and
Board Member of the WIB.

It was clear from this interaction with Rex
that he is passionate about his work both with
Goodwill Industries and the Workforce Invest-
ment Board; he cares about the role of the
business-driven workforce development sys-
tem in New York City and the important need
to link economic and workforce development
to achieve the best outcomes for New Yorkers
and New York City businesses.

Throughout his tenure with the WIB, Rex
exhibited this passion helping to drive the in-
creasing performance of not only the Center
which Goodwill operates, but also that of the
entire Workforce1 Career Center system.

Of his many accomplishments as a WIB
Member, Rex served as Chair of the WIB’s
Prisoner Re-Entry Steering Committee.

The make-up of the Steering Committee is
of experts representing the critical sectors and
disciplines in New York City that focus on pris-
oner reentry issues, as well as, other key
Board Members. Its goal is to address the
complex issues associated with the reentry of
people with criminal histories into New York
City’s workforce.

In June of this year, Rex Davison will leave
his post at the New York City WIB and at

Goodwill Industries as he pursues other ven-
tures out West.

At this critical moment in our nation’s his-
tory, as we seek to improve the economic vi-
tality of neighborhoods and ensure that more
Americans can get back to work, it seems par-
ticularly fitting to honor Rex and the work that
he does in New York City, particularly for the
residents in my district, and ensuring that
more New Yorkers than ever have access to
services provided through WIA.

The Workforce Investment Board, Goodwill
Industries, the people of New York City, and
indeed the people of New York State will truly
miss Rex. Rex Davidson is truly a credit to our
nation.

| hope that you will join me in thanking him
for his service and wishing him well on his fu-
ture adventures.

JESUS TORRES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jesus Torres
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jesus
Torres is a senior at Arvada High School and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jesus
Torres is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Jesus Torres for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.

————

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 14, 2009

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 2346, the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act of 2009.

The FY 2009 Supplemental Appropriations
bill implements President Obama’s plans for
winding down the number of troops in Iraq and
refocusing our fight against al Qaeda in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan—a plan | strongly sup-
port. The bill includes funds to train Afghan
security forces and police, and help with eco-

nomic development in this struggling nation.
This investment in Afghanistan will also
strengthen governance and expand the rule of
law there.

It provides our troops who are in harm’s
way with the equipment they need while they
work tirelessly to implement the strategy set
forth by President Obama. For those soldiers
who have suffered the hardship of stop-loss,
which keeps them on active duty longer than
planned, it provides long overdue compensa-
tion.

For Maryland, the Supplemental means
$208.3 million in funding for the relocation of
Walter Reed Hospital National Military Medical
Center to Bethesda. This money will support
our wounded warriors and provide world-class
care for these brave men and women. In addi-
tion, at our request, the President’s budget in-
cludes separate funding to address the traffic
congestion challenges that the Center will
bring.

Additionally, in an effort to protect our coun-
try from global health risks, the Supplemental
provides $2 billion for pandemic flu response.
This money will be used to expand the federal
stockpiles of anti-viral drugs, and develop and
purchase vaccines. It also assists state and
local responses and supports global efforts to
track and contain the spread of a pandemic.
The recent outbreak of HIN1 flu is a clear ex-
ample of why this funding is vital to our health
and safety.

When President Obama was elected, he
made a pledge to end the war in Irag. With
this Supplemental, we take another step in ful-
filling the President’s plan to remove all com-
bat troops by August 2010 in a way that
makes our country safer and our armed forces
stronger.

21ST CENTURY GREEN HIGH-PER-
FORMING PUBLIC SCHOOL FA-
CILITIES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BOBBY BRIGHT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 13, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2187) to direct
the Secretary of Education to make grants
to State educational agencies for the mod-
ernization, renovation, or repair of public
school facilities, and for other purposes:

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Chair, | rise today in sup-
port of my amendment to H.R. 2187, the 21st
Century Green High Performing Public School
Facilities Act. Put simply, this amendment al-
lows the Secretary of Education to reserve 5
percent of Section 102 grant funds for local
educational agencies serving geographic
areas with significant economic distress or re-
covering from a natural disaster.

In its current form, the bill sets aside money
for schools damaged in Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita. Indeed, those two storms caused

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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unprecedented damage to the Gulf Coast, in-
cluding my home state of Alabama. Americans
will never forget the images of storms that
overwhelmed a city and region and left hun-
dreds of thousands of people homeless and
destroyed its infrastructure, including schools
and educational facilities.

However, Congress would be shortsighted if
we don’t recognize that natural disasters hap-
pen across the country, across all seasons.
Whether it’s wildfires in the west, floods in the
Midwest, ice storms in the north, hurricanes in
the Gulf, or tornadoes throughout the country,
our schools are also damaged when Mother
Nature strikes.

The specific need for this amendment came
to my attention because of the ongoing strug-
gles that a community in my district has expe-
rienced. On March 1, 2007, a tornado ripped
through the town of Enterprise, Alabama. In
the middle of its 180-meter path of damage
was Enterprise High School, full of children
going about their daily routines and preparing
themselves for their futures. The tornado left
eight children dead, and left a community dev-
astated by more than just material losses.

Over two years after the tornado, Enterprise
is still struggling to fully rebuild, and the
memories of those departed weigh heavily on
the minds of the city and surrounding Coffee
County. The high school continues to conduct
classes out of nearby Enterprise-Ozark Com-
munity College. Though construction for a new
school is underway, the city and school board
has exhausted most of their options for fully
funding the rebuilding of the school. Whenever
| talk to Mayor Ken Boswell and Super-
intendent Jim Reese, finding a way to get En-
terprise High School reopened as quickly as
possible is always at the top of their priority
list.

| cite the example in Enterprise because I'm
sure other school districts across the country
will experience similar issues as they recover
from natural disasters. Over the past two
months, my district alone has seen flooding
and storms that have led to at least one fed-
eral disaster declaration. Small towns across
America are simply not equipped to rebuild a
mainstay in their communities like schools
when they are destroyed by natural disasters.
This is a way for the federal government to
lend a helping hand to school districts in need.

Moreover, | am a believer in the old adage
“if you're going to do something, do it right.”
Rebuilding and repairing these schools to 21st
Century and environmentally efficient stand-
ards will help create a positive and healthy
learning experience for our students. The fam-
ilies and students who utilize these schools
will be able to take pride in them for years to
come.

In closing, | would like to thank Chairman
MILLER and his staff on the Education and
Labor Committee for their attention to this
issue and working with my staff to help draft
this amendment. | would also like to thank the
Rules Committee for ruling in favor of the
amendment and allowing me to present it on
the floor today. Finally, | thank my colleagues
from Texas HENRY CUELLAR and AL GREEN for
their continuing support and commitment on
this issue.

| urge passage of this amendment, and pas-
sage of the final bill.
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ALEXANDER WATSON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexander
Watson who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Alexander Watson is a senior at Pomona High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexander
Watson is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Alexander Watson for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.

—

INTRODUCTION OF THE RIGHT TO
A SECOND MEDICAL OPINION
ACT OF 2009

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Right to a Second
Medical Opinion Act of 2009 to ensure the ac-
cessibility and coverage of medical second
opinions.

Imagine that your doctor tells you that you
must undergo surgery that may threaten the
use of a limb or leave you with a serious
chronic condition. It is only natural to want a
second opinion from another doctor when fac-
ing such a serious health event.

Besides giving patients much-needed peace
of mind, second opinions can benefit health
plans by reducing the number of invasive pro-
cedures and result in better patient care
through increased dialogue about treatment
options. Some health care groups see the
value in such requests and provide patients
with a second opinion.

When | was a member of the California
State Assembly, | heard from a number of pa-
tients who experienced a glitch in their health
care coverage. They noticed the absence of a
clear process for obtaining medical second
opinions. These patients, many struggling with
challenging health conditions, had difficulties
obtaining second opinions through their health
plans.

After meeting with patients, physicians and
health groups, | authored a law in California
that guarantees coverage of second opinions.
The law in California was a good first step.
Unfortunately, only a small number of states
have similar laws on the books. It is time to
extend second opinion coverage to health
plans nationwide.

Americans deserve quality and comprehen-
sive health care coverage. | urge you, Madam
Speaker, and all of my colleagues to pass this
critical legislation into law.

May 18, 2009

A TRIBUTE TO BILLIE WESTER-
NOFF, CALAVERAS COUNTY RE-
SOURCE CONNECTION FOOD
BANK DIRECTOR

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
Billie Westernoff, who is retiring after 20 years
of dedicated service at the Calaveras County
Connection Food Bank.

Ms. Westernoff's career at this important
community facility has been solely based on
her desire to serve the public. Her vibrant per-
sonality and remarkable ability to connect with
people have brought national recognition to
the food bank. Furthermore, her determination
to provide comprehensive programs and serv-
ices related to nutrition, prevention and inter-
vention for families in Calaveras County has
strengthened my district and our Nation.

Let me also say that in 2007, Ms.
Westernoff testified before Congress on the
importance of fresh fruits and vegetables as a
part of a child’s daily diet. As a result of her
testimony, the Mother Infant Child Harvest
program was piloted in Calaveras County and
served as the model for the federal Women
Infant Children program nationally.

Her dynamic focus and ability to inspire oth-
ers to assist individuals in need will be her
legacy. It is an honor to recognize Billie
Westernoff for her immense dedication to im-
proving the quality of life for so many individ-
uals and for her commitment to collaboration
and equality. She has served my district and
our Nation proudly.

INDIAN ELECTIONS

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | want to commend the people of
India on their successful election concluded
Saturday. | want to congratulate Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and his United Pro-
gressive Alliance for winning the most seats,
262, in what is a month long voting process
with as many as 700 million eligible voters.

Prime Minister Singh has been instrumental
in forging a stronger alliance between India,
the world’s largest democracy, and the United
States, the world’s oldest democracy—includ-
ing the U.S.-India civilian nuclear agreement
which will mean jobs and cleaner energy for
both our nations. As evidenced by the vibrant
success of Indian Americans in American
commerce and society, the shared values of
our two nations are stronger than ever before.

| have met Prime Minister Singh in New
Delhi and Washington, and | wish him and the
people of India much success moving forward.
There are tremendous challenges in that re-
gion, but | know that working together with
their neighbors and allies, India can have a
bright future.
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CHARLIE WAGNER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Charlie Wag-
ner who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Charlie Wagner is a senior at Pomona High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Charlie
Wagner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Charlie Wagner for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.

CELEBRATING TAIWAN’S PRESI-
DENT MA YING-JEOU FIRST AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to convey my support for the Taiwanese
president, Ma Ying-jeou, his many successes,
and the guiding principles of his country.
President Ying-jeou is to be commended for
championing strengthened ties between Tai-
wan and the People’s Republic of China, since
assuming office on May 20, 2008.

It is with tremendous pride that we will col-
laborate with our long-time friend and ally, the
Republic of China (Taiwan), at the upcoming
World Health Assembly (WHA) later this
month in Geneva, Switzerland. This is the first
time since 1972 that Taiwan has been af-
forded international standing among sovereign
nations at a United Nations event. This Con-
gress most recently honored the U.S.-Taiwan
bilateral relationship with the passage of H.
Con. Res. 55, recognizing the 30th anniver-
sary of the Taiwan Relations Act, the corner-
stone of U.S.-Taiwan relations. The passage
of this Act illustrates the commitment and
friendship between our two great nations. The
strong leadership and cooperation of President
Obama and President Ma Ying-jeou will un-
questionably help strengthen our nations’
unity.

Charged with the task of promoting global
public health, the work of the WHA assumes
great significance particularly in the midst of
H1N1, HIV/AIDS, SARS, and avian flu threats.
We welcome the meaningful cooperation of
world-wide partners to make for safe and sen-
sible solutions amidst continued dangers that
jeopardize public health. | am confident of Tai-
wan’s intention and ability to help combat
these threats and help meet the ever-changing
demands and needs of its people and the
global community at large.
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| urge my colleagues of the 111th Congress
to please join me in extending continued best
wishes to President Ma Ying-jeou on his first
anniversary in office on May 20, 2009.

————————

IN RECOGNITION OF SUSAN J.
SPUNGIN’S RECEIPT OF THE
MIGEL MEDAL FROM THE AMER-
ICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE
BLIND

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of Dr. Susan J.
Spungin. In March of 2009, the American
Foundation for the Blind (AFB) awarded the
M.C. Migel Medal to Dr. Spungin at their Jose-
phine L. Taylor Leadership Institute in Wash-
ington, DC.

The M.C. Migel Medal was established in
1937 by the late M.C. Migel, the first chair-
person of the American Foundation for the
Blind. The award was created to honor profes-
sionals and volunteers whose dedication and
achievements have improved the lives of peo-
ple who are blind or visually impaired. It is the
highest honor in the blindness field.

This year's recipient, Dr. Spungin recently
retired from her position as Vice President of
International Programs and Special Projects at
the American Foundation for the Blind, and as
Treasurer of the World Blind Union.

An internationally renowned expert on the
education and rehabilitation of individuals who
are blind or visually impaired, Dr. Spungin
joined AFB in 1972 as a national specialist in
education. In this capacity, she identified na-
tionwide issues affecting blind, deaf-blind, and
severely visually impaired children and youths,
and worked in partnership with schools, agen-
cies, state departments of education, univer-
sities, the federal government, and other orga-
nizations to resolve those issues. Additionally,
she was instrumental in shaping the American
Foundation for the Blind’s research and policy
work, specifically, its national programs in the
areas of early childhood development, aging,
employment, rehabilitation teaching, low vi-
sion, orientation and mobility, and career edu-
cation.

Dr. Spungin’s leadership and influence with-
in the field of blindness and vision impairment
are evident in her many publications and
workshops, lectures, and keynote speeches
she’s presented around the world; in her
mentorship of newer leaders in the field; and
the awards and honors she has received and
the enormous respect and reverence that
greet her wherever she goes.

Dr. Spungin’s forty-four years of distin-
guished work on education and rehabilitation
of blind people in national and international
arenas is commendable and fully deserving of
the commendation of the M.C. Migel Medal.

TRIBUTE TO WESLEY SAVAGE
HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, each May,
I hold a small business procurement con-
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ference at the University of Central Missouri in
Warrensburg, Missouri. Through the vyears,
many individuals have contributed to the suc-
cess of this event, which helps entrepreneurs
and small business owners to cut through bu-
reaucratic red tape associated with the pro-
curement process and to make business con-
nections.

One individual who was particularly helpful
in gluing together my annual conference was
Wes Savage, a good friend and expert in en-
trepreneurial studies and business develop-
ment. Wes passed away rather unexpectedly
last July, so the 2009 conference will be the
first one without him.

As | prepare for this years event, let me
take a moment to reflect on the life of a truly
outstanding figure at the University of Central
Missouri, a good family man, and a friend to
SO many people.

Wes was born on May 25, 1937, in Decatur,
lllinois. He received a bachelor's degree in
mechanical engineering & industrial engineer-
ing from the University of Missouri—Rolla and
a master's degree in production management
& human resource management from Butler
University. He also completed continuing edu-
cation courses in psychology, banking, and
basic programming.

Wes enjoyed working and became an ex-
pert while being employed in a wide range of
industries and organizations. He was a Reg-
istered Professional Engineer in the state of
Missouri and gave time to the Engineers Club
of Kansas City. He was affiliated with the Mis-
souri Board of Architects, the Engineers and
Land Surveyors, and the National Develop-
ment Council.

In 1987, Wes began working at the Univer-
sity of Central Missouri as the Consulting En-
gineer for the Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) and became coordinator for
the SBDC in 1990. Wes served as the Cen-
ter's director until he became Director of the
Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies and De-
velopment at the University.

In his role at the University, Wes assisted
and advised numerous Missouri business
owners and entrepreneurs. He gave sound ad-
vice to help Missourians begin or improve
business operations, which in turn, helped to
create jobs and boost economic productivity in
the Show-Me State. | have heard from many
individuals through the years who have ex-
pressed gratitude for working with the SBDC
because of the Center's positive impact on
business.

Wes also cared deeply about teaching uni-
versity students about entrepreneurship and
the unique opportunities and business tools
available to people in this country. This is why
he was particularly thrilled when the University
created the Institute for Entrepreneurial Stud-
ies and Development and why he helped cre-
ate an online course and co-taught with staff
the first entrepreneurial course at the Univer-
sity.

Wes Savage applied the things he learned
in education and in life to his professional ca-
reer. He was an experienced manager who
motivated those around him with his strong
work ethic and his relaxed, friendly demeanor.

| know Members of the House will join me
in expressing gratitude for Wes’s life and for
extending best wishes to his wife, Jane; his
sons and their wives, Craig and Deana Sav-
age, Scott and Gina Savage, and Grant and
Erika Savage; his six grandchildren; and all of
his friends and colleagues.
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HANNAH TURNER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Hannah Turn-
er who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Han-
nah Turner is a senior at Arvada High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Hannah
Turner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Hannah Turner for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her

academic career to her future
accomplishments.

————
INTRODUCTION OF VETERANS

EDUCATION TUITION SUPPORT
ACT OF 2009

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Veterans Edu-
cation Tuition Support Act of 2009 or the
VETS Act to address some of the difficulties
our military personnel face when they are acti-
vated while attending college.

Thousands of military reservists have been
activated to fight in Irag and Afghanistan di-
rectly from their college campuses. Unfortu-
nately, students who serve in the military face
unique hardships when called upon to defend
the United States.

Most colleges and universities refund tuition
and fees to students when the activation oc-
curs during the academic calendar. However,
instances have occurred when a service mem-
ber has not been reimbursed.

The goal of the VETS Act is to provide our
service members with certain rights when they
are activated while in college to defend our
country. The legislation requires colleges and
universities to refund tuition and fees for un-
earned credit for unexpected withdrawals due
to activation.

It also sets guidelines for the Department of
Education to forgive student loans when a stu-
dent service member for the semester or quar-
ter in which the service member is activated to
defend the United States.

Madam Speaker, | urge passage of this leg-
islation to give rights and protections to the
service members activated while attending a
college or university. This is the least we can
do for our brave men and women in uniform
who sacrifice so much for us.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ON THE BIRTH OF JOHN PATE
McMAHON

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, today | am happy to congratulate
Aris and Gibson McMahon of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, on the birth of their new baby boy. John
Pate McMahon was born on May 6, 2009,
weighing 8 pounds and 11 ounces. He has
been born into a loving home, where he will
be raised by parents who are devoted to his
well-being and bright future.

On behalf of my wife Roxanne, and our en-
tire family, we want to wish Aris, Gibson, and
John all the best.

A TRIBUTE TO HUGH ‘‘SMITTY"”
SMITH, AN AMERICAN HERO

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
Hugh “Smitty” Smith, an American hero who
served our nation through five major cam-
paigns in France, Belgium, Holland and Ger-
many during World War II.

Mr. Smith served on the front lines with the
744th Light Tank Battalion of the United
States Army. As he advanced on the Axis
Powers as the commander of an M24 tank, he
was wounded by a German sniper in the face.
Determined to fight for the liberation of Eu-
rope, he returned to his battalion three weeks
later. Epitomizing the strength of the Allied
Forces, Smitty staved off starvation and suf-
fered a concussion, only to stay his new post
guarding German prisoners until they were re-
located.

Serving as a de facto battalion commander
and even as a medic when his comrades were
targets of German snipers, Smitty was known
by his men as a “go to guy.” Always rising to
the occasion during the worst battlefield condi-
tions, Smitty guided, calmed and assisted his
men when they needed him most. Mr. Smith’s
bravery was simply unmatched.

One of Mr. Smith’s most admirable leader-
ship qualities is his fervor for serving others.
As this was evident in his youth, he continues
today to lead by example and improve the
wellbeing of his community by being a mem-
ber of the CAPS team, the volunteer citizens
patrol unit for the Galt Police Department. This
role only solidifies what we know to be true
about Smitty, that he is always ready and will-
ing to serve others.

The ability to inspire and live a life of com-
plete selflessness is the legacy of a true hero.
It is an honor to recognize Hugh “Smitty”
Smith for his immense dedication to improving
the quality of life for so many individuals both
here and abroad, and for his unwavering com-
mitment to equality and justice. He has truly
served my district and the United States of
America proudly.

May 18, 2009
JOSEPH STIKA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joseph Stika
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jo-
seph Stika is a senior at Arvada High School
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph
Stika is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Joseph Stika for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.

——

HONORING MRS. KIM SCHMIDT

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Mrs. Kim
Schmidt, recipient of the Harford County Pub-
lic Schools Teacher of the Year award. Kim is
dedicated to motivating her students and en-
suring they receive an excellent education.

Kim has been an educator for 18 years, 16
of which have been in the Harford County
Public School System. While Kim wanted to
be a teacher from the time she was a little girl,
her dream of teaching temporarily faded while
she became interested in physical therapy.
However, in college, Kim discovered her love
for history and her desire to teach others.

Graduating from the University of Delaware
in 1991, Kim began her teaching career as a
middle school Social Studies teacher at Old
Court Middle School in Baltimore. In 1993, she
began teaching at Havre de Grace High
School and in 1996 she became the History
Department Chairperson at Fallston Middle
School. From 1997 to 2005, Kim held a variety
of positions in the Harford County Public
School System before moving back to the
classroom at Havre de Grace High School to
teach United States History.

Throughout her career in Harford County,
Kim has served on the School Based Instruc-
tional Decision Making Teams, School Im-
provement Teams, the Maryland Geographic
Alliance, and the Maryland State Department
of Education reading in the content area task
force. In addition to receiving this award, Kim
will compete for the title of Maryland Teacher
of the Year to represent Maryland’s teachers
as an education spokesperson.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Mrs. Kim Schmidt on this mem-
orable occasion. Her dedication to the stu-
dents of Harford County is showcased by her
continuing drive to motivate her students to
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success, and ensure that they receive the
highest quality of education.

TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL L. GRAVELY,
JR., FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN
U.S. NAVY FLAG OFFICER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today, to recognize the chris-
tening of the USS Gravely, the 57th Arleigh
Burke class Aegis Guided Missile Destroyer,
in honor of the late Vice Admiral Samuel L.
Gravely, Jr.

Samuel L. Gravely, born in Richmond, Vir-
ginia in 1922, was the first African American to
command a fighting ship (USS Falgout) and to
command a major warship (USS Jouett). As a
full commander, he made naval history in
1966 as the first African American commander
to lead a ship—the USS Taussig—into direct
offensive action. He was the first African
American to achieve flag rank and eventually
Vice Admiral.

In 1942, Gravely interrupted his education at
Virginia Union University and enlisted in the
U.S. Naval Reserve. He attended Officer
Training Camp at the University of California
in Los Angeles after boot camp at the Great
Lakes Naval Training Station in lllinois, and
then midshipman school at Columbia Univer-
sity. When he boarded his first ship in May of
1945, he became its first African American of-
ficer.

In 1945, when his first ship reached its berth
in Key West, Florida, he was specifically for-
bidden entry into the Officers’ Club on the
base. Gravely survived the indignities of racial
prejudice and displayed unquestionable com-
petence as a naval officer.

Vice Admiral Gravely’s tenure in the naval
service was challenged with the difficulties of
racial discrimination. As a new recruit, he was
trained in a segregated unit; as an officer, he
was barred from living in the Bachelor's Offi-
cers’ Quarters.

Gravely exemplified the highest standards
and demanded very high standards from his
crew. Vice Admiral Gravely was a trailblazer
for African Americans in the military arena. He
fought for equal rights quietly but effectively,
letting his actions speak for him. Vice Admiral
Gravely died on October 22, 2004, at the
naval hospital in Bethesda, Maryland.

Samuel L. Gravely, Jr.’s performance and
leadership as an African American naval offi-
cer demonstrated to America the value and
strength of diversity. Gravely was a true pro-
fessional with superb skills as a seaman and
admirable leadership attributes. His spirit
aboard the USS Gravely will be an inspiration
to its crew, the United States Navy, and Amer-
ica for generations to come.

HONORING CLEO ZENT
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Cleo Estelle King Zent of
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Petaluma, California, for an unusual accom-
plishment. Cleo just celebrated her 100th
birthday, an event few people have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy.

There is no one secret to Cleo’s longevity.
Cleo maintains that genetics and a healthy
lifestyle have kept her spry. She always avoid-
ed alcohol and tobacco use and, since she
never drove, she got her exercise by walking
everywhere. Cleo’s positive outlook has also
allowed her to experience ten fulfilling dec-
ades of life.

Cleo, daughter of Hugh and Laura Walker
King, was born in Floyd, New Mexico on April
9, 1909. Her father was a leading citizen who
championed education and promoted school
issues among voters.

In 1927, Hugh and Laura King moved the
family to Rio Vista, California where Hugh and
his sons worked for Speckels Sugar Company
until moving to Lodi, California three years
later.

Following Prohibition, Cleo worked as a
waitress in a local coffee shop where local
winemakers gathered for breakfast and con-
versations. Cesar Mondavi and August
Sebastiani were among Cleo’s customers.

On May 2, 1942, Cleo married Claude R.
Zent. The couple spent most of the World War
Il years in Alameda, where Claude worked as
an electrical engineer at the Naval Air Station.
Their first son, William R. Zent, was born in
1945, followed by the birth of Jack Zent in
1948.

After the War, the Zent family moved to a
12-acre plot of land just outside the city of
Petaluma and Claude transferred his employ-
ment to the Mare Island Naval Shipyard in
Vallejo.

For the next twenty years, Cleo and her
family spent their time building and improving
their homestead. According to Cleo, for years
their house looked like they were just moving
in or just moving out. When Cleo’s dreams for
her home were almost realized in 1966,
Claude died of a brain hemorrhage. Cleo re-
mained on the family’s property walking to and
from the grocery store, mowing the lawn and
maintaining her home until she was in her
90s.

Today, Cleo lives in the Golden Living Care
Home in Petaluma and she shares her life
with her sons and her four grandchildren,
Caryn Estelle, Kevin, Christy and Christopher
Zent.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to honor
Cleo Zent whose experience is a testament to
the fact that a healthy lifestyle and optimistic
outlook can lead to a long and fulfilling life.
Happy Birthday, Cleo!

MELISSA TEBEAU
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Melissa
Tebeau who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Melissa Tebeau is an 8th grader at Moore
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Melissa
Tebeau is exemplary of the type of achieve-
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ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Melissa Tebeau for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments.

————
SOUTH CAROLINA ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD RECEIVES
HONOR

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | am grateful to recognize the South
Carolina Army National Guard’s 218th Brigade
Combat Team who was recently honored with
the Joint Meritorious Unit Award. Presented by
the Department of Defense’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff, this award is given to units that have
achieved distinction in their duties and is the
second highest award given to a military unit.

The 218th, led by Major General Bob Living-
ston, served for a year in Afghanistan as part
of Task Force Phoenix advising and training
Afghan police and army forces. As a result of
their heroic and dedicated service, Afghani-
stan has doubled the size of its army to
52,000 troops, and the number of Afghan po-
lice officers killed in action each month has
been cut dramatically.

As a 28 year veteran of the 218th, | want to
extend my gratitude and that of the entire na-
tion to Major General Stan Spears, com-
mander of the South Carolina National Guard,
Major General Livingston, his brave soldiers
and their families for their tremendous commit-
ment to protecting American families by de-
feating terrorists overseas.

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN FAHEY
HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, for the
past 30 years, Kevin Fahey has dedicated his
personal and professional life to the students
and faculty of the University of Connecticut.
This year, he will retire as the President of the
University of Connecticut Professional Employ-
ees Association (UCPEA), the union for pro-
fessional staff at the university. While he will
remain an active member of the UConn com-
munity, | rise to recognize his years of con-
tributions to faculty and staff at the university.

Kevin joined the UConn faculty over three
decades ago and currently serves as the Sen-
ior Associate Director in the Department of
Student Activities. As Senior Associate Direc-
tor in the Department of Student Activities, he
advises the Student Union Board of Governors
(SUBOG), Kappa Alpha Theta, and Tau
Kappa Epsilon in academics, community out-
reach, and personal and professional growth.
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For the past 15 years, Kevin has also served
as the President of UCPEA.

Madam Speaker, the success of our edu-
cation systems relies on the strength and pas-
sion of our academic leaders. | can personally
attest to Kevin’s passion for education, the
UConn community, and the students he ad-
vises, which has led many to conclude that he
“bleeds husky blue”. While his leadership with
the UCPEA will certainly be missed, he will
continue to enrich the UConn community and
energize its students. | ask my colleagues to
join with me and the UConn community in rec-
ognizing his decades of service.

BRITTANY SMITH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brittany Smith
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Brit-
tany Smith is a senior at Wheat Ridge High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brittany
Smith is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Brittany Smith for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

TRIBUTE TO JEFFREY M. COHEN

HON. CONNIE MACK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of my most trusted advisors and
closest friends, Jeffrey M. Cohen.

Jeff has a long history with the Mack Fam-
ily, going back almost 20 years. He interned
for my father, U.S. Senator Connie Mack I,
and later served as his press secretary for
several years. After working in a variety of
public relations and management positions in
the private sector and on political campaigns,
Jeff agreed to serve as my campaign manager
during my first run for Congress in 2004.

Since then, Jeff has been my right-hand
man, effectively and efficiently managing my
congressional office as well as my 2006 and
2008 campaigns. He is my sounding board, a
dedicated public servant, and a strong advo-
cate for the ideals of freedom and free mar-
kets. Jeff is passionate about what he does
and his work and management style reflect
this.

A professional with Jeff’s talents and exper-
tise would be an attractive candidate for any
firm, and I've been fortunate to have him by
my side for so many years. But Jeff has been
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afforded a wonderful opportunity that will allow
him to grow in his career.

After 5% years as my chief of staff, Jeff is
moving on to take a position in the private
sector.

Jeff has been named executive vice presi-
dent of Alexandria, Virginia-based Direct Im-
pact, a leading national grassroots, public af-
fairs, public education and corporate reputa-
tion firm, and a subsidiary of Burson-
Marsteller.

While | am happy for Jeff to begin this next
phase of his professional career, make no
mistake about it, he will be greatly missed. He
has been a valuable member and irreplace-
able part of my team, but | will continue to
count on his advice and friendship in the years
ahead.

Madam Speaker, | would not be where | am
today were it not for Jeff's dedication, service
and hard work. On behalf of the people of
Florida’s Fourteenth Congressional District, |
want to thank Jeff for his years of service to
the people of Florida and the Nation. He is my
friend, he is a true public servant in every
sense of the word, and | wish him all the best
as he begins this new and exciting chapter of
his life.

————

HONORING 43 YEARS OF MILITARY
SERVICE OF ROBERT WAYNE
WILCOX

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the 43 years of military
service of Robert Wayne Wilcox, a farmer
from Moberly and Randolph County Eastern
District Commissioner. | want to commend Mr.
Wilcox for his two combat tours in Vietnam
and two tours in Irag, and | would also like to
draw special attention to the fact that Mr.
Wilcox volunteered for multiple tours of duty in
both Vietnam and Irag.

Mr. Wilcox began his military career by en-
tering active duty on March 21, 1966 and
served proudly until this past March 23, 2009.
Mr. Wilcox accumulated more than 4,000
hours of flight time as a military pilot and dur-
ing his last tour of duty in Iraq, he flew Black
Hawk helicopters in over 400 hours of combat.

Mr. Wilcox has attained numerous awards,
including: three Bronze Stars for meritorious
service, one Meritorious Service Medal, one
Army Commendation Medal, 18 Air Medals,
the Army Reserve Component Achievement
Medal, a Vietnam Service Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, a
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” de-
vice, one Army Service Ribbon, an Army Re-
serve Component Overseas Training Ribbon,
the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, and
the Vietnam Gallantry Cross with bronze star
attachment.

Our soldiers, sailors, and pilots sacrifice ev-
erything they have in service to America and
will serve as a permanent reminder of the
bravery, loyal patriotism, and love of country.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Robert Wayne
Wilcox our sincerest thanks and appreciation
for his commitment, dedication, and service to
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our nation. It is an honor to represent him in
the United States Congress.

IN MEMORY OF MAYOR BOB
WASSON

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with
deep sadness that | inform the House of the
death of Mayor Bob Wasson of Sedalia, Mis-
souri. Bob was a lovely man and a dedicated
servant to the city of Sedalia, his family, and
his friends.

Bob was born on October 20, 1933, in Las
Vegas, Nevada. He was raised in Sedalia,
Missouri, and graduated from Hughesville
High School. In 1953, Bob dedicated his serv-
ices to the country by volunteering for the
army during the Korean War. He spent his
time in Korea as a typist and played a pivotal
role in hiring KATUSA soldiers, Korean Aug-
mentation Troops to the United States.

In 1962, Bob married his wife, Eleanor. In
1974, they moved back to Missouri, where
Bob spent the remainder of his years dedi-
cating his time and efforts to the community.
He began his service as owner of his local
grocery store, Bob’s AF Super. It was through
his store that Bob began to meet and interact
with residents of Sedalia. In addition, Bob also
spent several years as the director of the Se-
dalia Senior Center. In 1994, he began to
reach out to the community by preaching at
the Broadway Baptist Church. He was or-
dained in 1997 and spent time preaching at
the Dresden Baptist Church and the Lamine
Baptist Church before becoming the pastor at
Mt. Herman Baptist Church, where he re-
mained pastor up until his death. As Bob
steadily became a noticeable figure in the Se-
dalia area, the decision was made to run for
public office in 2002. Having no previous polit-
ical experience, Bob was victorious in his first
mayoral election, defeating the 11-year incum-
bent, winning more then 70 percent of the
votes.

As a politician, Bob is noted for starting the
new recycling program, building a new com-
munity center, supporting Whiteman Air Force
Base, and developing the economy. However,
he is most known for his visibility in the com-
munity and his interaction with Sedalia citi-
zens. Councilwoman Wanda Monsees framed
it well when she said, “When | think of Mayor
Wasson, the image | get, is of how he would
be in the parades, and he would have his
young grandsons with him. That just personi-
fies the kind of guy he was to me.”

In 2008, Bob was diagnosed with a brain
tumor and in April he underwent surgery to re-
move it. In May, he underwent a second sur-
gery to remove a tumor discovered in his
colon. However, even while battling cancer,
Bob continued to serve Sedalia as Mayor. |
admire the tenacity he displayed as he battled
cancer and the courage it took to continue
working and providing sound advice during dif-
ficult times.

Madam Speaker, Bob Wasson was a great
man. It was a pleasure to work with him on
issues that affected Sedalia and central Mis-
souri because he fought hard to make it a bet-
ter area. | will miss him terribly and | hope the
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House will join me in expressing our deepest
condolences to his family and friends. He was
a dedicated servant to the Sedalia community,
but above all he was a dedicated husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great grandfather, brother,
son and friend.

DARYA SHEVCHENKO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Darya
Shevchenko who has received the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Darya Shevchenko is a senior at Ar-
vada High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Darya
Shevchenko is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential that stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic that
will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Darya Shevchenko for winning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments.

———

DAYTON PLAYS IMPORTANT ROLE
IN AMERICA’S AMATEUR RADIO
SERVICE

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, last week-
end the Dayton, Ohio area played host to
America’s Amateur Radio operators. The Day-
ton Hamvention, located in Trotwood, has
been a fixture of the Amateur Radio commu-
nity since the event’s founding in 1952.

There are 663,000 FCC-licensed amateurs
in the United States and Ohio ranks fourth na-
tionally with a total of 27,800. Many traveled to
the Dayton area to attend the Hamvention.

The Amateur Radio Service, which began in
the early 1900s, is both a challenging hobby
and a valuable national resource in times of
local and national disasters. Amateur Radio
has repeatedly proven its value in providing
two-way communications for local emergency
operations centers and public safety officials
during hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, earth-
quakes and even terror attacks. Its motto,
“When all else fails . . . Amateur Radio,” is
more relevant today than ever.

For most of the 20th century, Amateur
Radio attracted and nurtured telecommuni-
cations skills in America’s youth, inspiring
many to seek careers in communications and
engineering while advancing the art of radio
communications. Today, Amateur Radio sat-
ellites link hobbyists around the globe, and
Amateur Radio operators combine the latest
computer technology and digital communica-
tions with a commitment to public service.
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The Dayton Hamvention, sponsored by the
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, has stead-
ily grown in size and popularity to become the
premier annual gathering of ham radio opera-
tors from around the world. The three day
event offered exhibits of the latest in radio and
digital communications technology and forums
for hams to share their skills and interests.

Thanks to the never ending hard work of the
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, hams ea-
gerly look to Dayton each year for innovation
and inspiration.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO BISHOP SEDGWICK
DANIELS

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize a compassionate
spiritual and community leader from the Fourth
Congressional District, Bishop Sedgwick Dan-
iels. Bishop Daniels is the pastor and spiritual
leader of Holy Redeemer Institutional Church
of God in Christ. His involvement in the well-
being of this community, whether it is his
church ministry or providing critical services,
has been a lifelong pursuit. Bishop Daniels is
a recognized leader at the national, regional
and local level for his work.

Bishop Daniels has been recently honored
with his election and elevation to the General
Board for the International Church of God in
Christ. The General Board oversees both the
temporal and spiritual affairs of the church in
the United States and in more than 50 coun-
tries. The 12-member General Board of
Bishops is elected to this board from the
Church of God in Christ's International Board
of Bishops.

Bishop Daniels is the jurisdictional Bishop
for the historic Wisconsin 1st Jurisdiction,
where he oversees more than 90 congrega-
tions and includes all of Wisconsin and north-
ern lllinois. In addition to his duties as jurisdic-
tional Bishop, he oversees an array of re-
sources and services to assist the community
as leader of the Holy Redeemer Institutional
Church including: a credit union, youth pro-
grams through the Daniels-Mardak Boys and
Girls Club, educational programs and plans for
the development of Bishop Creek Initiative.

Madam Speaker, for these reasons, | am
honored to pay tribute to Bishop Sedgwick
Daniels’ contributions to the Fourth Congres-
sional District.

———

HONORING THE 19TH ANNUAL DC
BLACK PRIDE CELEBRATION

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, Memorial
Day Weekend, May 17th—25th, is the 19th An-
nual DC Black Pride celebration in Wash-
ington, DC.

DC Black Pride is an exciting six-day event
complete with dynamic workshops, receptions,
cultural arts activities, small and large night-
club events that culminates in the world’s old-
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est, most inclusive Black Pride Festival. Many
consider DC’s festival one of the world’s pre-
eminent Black Pride celebrations. The Festival
consistently draws more than 30,000 people to
the Nation’s Capital. Attendees come from
every major urban area in the United States
as well as Canada, the Caribbean, South Afri-
ca, Great Britain, France, Germany, and the
Netherlands. The Black Pride Festival features
activities for the entire family, including per-
formances by national recording artists, 200
exhibition booths, book signings from noted
writers, participation from national and local
health organizations, and arts and crafts.

Black Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, Inc.
(BLGPD), the celebration’s organizing body,
chose the theme “Pure Love” to encourage
the Black lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) community to recommit
themselves to advocacy, continuing the work
towards combating homophobia and
heterosexism, promote health and wellness,
strengthen their community, and inspire Black
LGBT people everywhere to live their lives
with pride and integrity.

Black Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, Inc., a
non-profit organization with a volunteer Board
of Directors, coordinates this annual event.
BLGPD’s 2009 Board of Directors consists of:
Khalid Parker, President; Christopher Lane,
Secretary; Maegan Marcano, Treasurer; and
the following Members at Large: Jhahbriel
Moore, Karim Shabazz, and Jimma Eliot-Ste-
vens; and these Members Emeriti: Earl
Fowlkes, James W. Hawkins, Eric E. Richard-
son, Clarence J. Fluker, Courtney Snowden,
Sterling Washington and Cheryl Dunn, who
lead BLGPD in its mission to build knowledge
of and to create greater pride in the Black
LGBT community’s diversity, while raising
funds to ameliorate and prevent health prob-
lems in this community, especially HIV/AIDS.

| ask the House to join me in welcoming all
attending the 19th annual DC Black Pride
celebration in Washington, DC, and | take this
opportunity to remind the celebrants that
United States citizens who reside in Wash-
ington, DC, are taxed without full voting rep-
resentation in Congress.

JUSTIN TRUJILLO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Justin Truijillo
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Justin
Trujillo is a senior at Arvada High School and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Justin Tru-
jillo is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Justin Trujillo for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.
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IN HONOR OF FRANCIS “BOB”
GALANTE OF BROCKTON, MASSA-
CHUSETTS

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Francis Galante, in recognition of his
bravery, sacrifice and service to the United
States of America.

Francis is the son of Teresa (Ferrante) and
Carl Galante who emigrated from Frigento,
ltaly. He was born on August 28, 1916 in
Brockton, Massachusetts, and lived in West
Bridgewater with his aunt and uncle through
the Depression.

He graduated from Brockton High School,
married Diana Ferrini in 1939, enlisted in the
United States Reserves, and was then drafted
into the United States Army. He was deployed
overseas and stationed in Africa, leaving his
wife and ten-month-old daughter.

Francis was later shipped to Salerno, ltaly,
with the 34th Infantry nicknamed the Red Bull
Division. He served as a ranger behind enemy
lines. He was hit with shrapnel in Leghorn,
Italy, wounding both of his legs and his head.
He crawled for days to get back to base in
order to receive medical treatment. He re-
ceived the Purple Heart while in the hospital
August 9, 1945.

After being hospitalized in Italy, Atlantic City,
and Framingham, Massachusetts, he was dis-
charged August 9, 1945, VJ Day, and returned
home to Brockton. He then drove an Eastern
Mass bus and also worked for his father-in-
law’s bakery, Superior Bakery, making over
200 deliveries in one day. Later, he was an
important part of the creation of the cabinet
company, Wood-Hu Kitchens, in Brockton,
later becoming President. He retired from
Wood-Hu Kitchens in August, 1981.

Francis was a star athlete, held records in
track, and was also a professional gymnast
performing in many Brockton clubs. He was a
member of the YMCA since he was eight
years old and was the longest standing mem-
ber of the YMCA until his recent iliness. He
was a member of the Thorny Lea Golf Club in
Brockton for over forty years.

Madam Speaker, Francis had many pas-
sions in life, the most important being family.
He was married at the age of twenty-three to
the love of his life, the late Diana. He was the
proud parent of two children, four grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. Francis
was known for his amazing health and vigor at
the age of 92. He always had the ability to
make people laugh while poking fun at the
same time. Francis is remembered and ad-
mired by his family and many friends.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
take the floor of the House today to join with
Francis Galante’s family, friends, and contem-
poraries to thank him for his remarkable serv-
ice to his community of Brockton and to the
United States of America.
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TRIBUTE TO HELEN CROFT
HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the extraordinary life of Helen
Croft, who died unexpectedly this month at the
age of 45.

Known for her warmth, optimism and con-
tagious enthusiasm, Helen was an art teacher
at North Allegheny School District's Hosack
Elementary School. In this capacity, she posi-
tively impacted the lives of thousands of
young students, including most recently my
two daughters, Natalie and Grace.

She treated every student, teacher and par-
ent with respect, and brought a smile to the
face of seemingly everyone with whom she
came into contact. She exhibited a love of life
that extended well beyond the school.

She also worked as a coach in a community
soccer league, and cultivated at her home a
renowned colonial-style garden that drew ad-
mirers from across western Pennsylvania. A
graduate of Buffalo State University and the
Fashion Institute of New York City, she was
known for her talent for embroidery, which she
regularly shared with friends and neighbors.

She will be greatly missed by those friends
and neighbors, as well as the entire North Al-
legheny School District, especially her stu-
dents. But of course her loss will be most
deeply felt by her husband Corky and their
two children, Jacob and Hannah.

Her work lives on in the hearts of everyone
she touched, and she serves as a lasting in-
spiration to the students who loved her.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE OHIO AERO-
SPACE INSTITUTE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Ohio Aerospace In-
stitute, as they celebrate their 20th anniver-
sary on 20th of May, 2009.

The Ohio Aerospace Institute (OAl) is a
non-profit organization whose work is sup-
ported by several institutions, including the
NASA Glenn Research Center, the Air Force
Research Laboratory, and the Wright Patter-
son Air Force Base. The institute works in
conjunction with ten public and private univer-
sities in the State of Ohio by offering students
the opportunity to study aerospace engineer-
ing for their graduate work, as well as with nu-
merous companies around the country.

The OAIl leads research projects and devel-
ops technology partnerships in order to con-
nect universities, laboratories and industries
working in the field of aerospace engineering.
Their partnerships with local universities edu-
cate and mentor local students, creating the
future leaders of our aerospace workforce.
The OAI also brings together various rep-
resentatives of the governmental, industrial
and educational sectors—fostering and im-
proving stronger cooperation between them.

Since OAl's inception 20 years ago, they
now have 80 employees and have led more
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than 250 research and development projects
funded by 206 million dollars from the space
industry sector and the federal government.
The OAl is continuing Ohio’s instrumental and
historical role in space research by inspiring
our future John Glenns, Wright Brothers, and
Neil Armstrongs.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor of the tireless service and signifi-
cant contribution that the Ohio Aerospace In-
stitute has provided to the State of Ohio and
to our entire nation.

SHELBY WEST
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Shelby West
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Shelby
West is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Shelby
West is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Shelby West for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN ON OB-
TAINING OBSERVER STATUS IN
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Taiwan on its participation as
an observer in the 62nd annual World Health
Assembly (WHA), which is taking place in Ge-
neva this week. The recent HIN1 influenza
outbreak serves as yet another reminder that
international cooperation is vital to protecting
against the spread of infectious diseases. In
order to achieve this goal, it is important to
have broad participation in the activities of the
World Health Organization (WHO), and | com-
mend the WHO for inviting Taiwan to assist in
carrying out its mission.

Taiwan is a key trading partner for the
United States and the fifth largest overseas
market for U.S. agricultural exports. With
growing attention to ensuring the safety of the
food supply in a global economy, our close
economic ties with the people of Taiwan
present another compelling argument for Tai-
wan’s involvement in the WHA. Furthermore, |
believe the Taipei delegation will bring a valu-
able perspective to the WHA in light of Tai-
wan’s remarkable success in advancing the
public health of its people.
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This Congress has repeatedly passed legis-
lation promoting Taiwan’s meaningful partici-
pation in the WHO, and | am encouraged to
see these efforts finally come to fruition. | am
especially pleased that this development
comes in the context of steady improvement in
relations between Taipei and Beijing, and | ap-
plaud officials on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait for their efforts to pursue peace and sta-
bility in the region.

| look forward to increased cooperation
among Taiwan, the United States, and other
members of the international community to
share public health information and guard
against global pandemics.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MONSIGNOR WILLIAM
KERR

HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the incredible life of a truly
great man, Monsignor William Kerr, who died
last week at the age of 68. Monsignor Kerr
was known, respected and loved throughout
the world and his loss will be felt around the
globe.

His professional life began as a parish priest
in his hometown of St. Louis, and ended as
Executive Director of the Claude Pepper Cen-
ter for International Dialogue in Tallahassee,
Florida. In between, he spent his entire career
traveling the world working for peace, fighting
for human rights, and promoting education
and diplomacy.

He spent the majority of his professional life
in Pittsburgh, Washington, DC, and Tallahas-
see, home of his beloved Florida State Univer-
sity, where he received multiple degrees and
spent the early part of his career as an ad-
junct faculty member and an instructor of his-
tory, in addition to his position as Catholic
Campus Minister.

Throughout his life, Monsignor Kerr traveled
the globe to carry out his true callings of spir-
itual ministry and education. His travels gave
him the opportunity to meet and befriend
countless dignitaries, and to advance the
cause for which he dedicated his life, human
rights.

He served as a vice president at Catholic
University here in Washington, DC, and as
president of La Roche College in McCandless,
Pennsylvania.

It was at La Roche College that | first met
Monsignor Kerr. As a Trustee at La Roche, |
worked closely with him and witnessed first-
hand his love of education and the ease with
which he interacted with people, whether they
be Heads of State or freshman students.

During his twelve years as president of La
Roche College he created programs to edu-
cate future leaders and assist students from
war-ravaged countries to get an American
education. The Pacem in Terris Institute,
which he created at La Roche, established a
scholarship program for outstanding college
age men and women from conflict and post-
conflict nations, such as Bosnia and Rwanda.
The students would receive an education at
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La Roche to study leadership and diplomacy
in return for their agreeing to return to their
home country after graduation to help rebuild
their nations. In all, 450 students from 21
countries received scholarships. This program
fulfilled Monsignor Kerr’'s dream of educating
the future leaders of developing regions as a
way to stem conflict and promote peace.

Through this program he developed a life-
long friendship with many world leaders and
throughout his life he cultivated a wide and ec-
lectic network of friends and colleagues. And
while he was comfortable hosting high profile
dignitaries, Monsignor Kerr was at his best
when he was among the students that he
loved. It seemed that he knew the names and
life details of every student he encountered
during his daily walks across campus, and he
could often be seen sharing laughter and ca-
maraderie with groups of students in between
their classes.

After leaving La Roche College in 2004, he
returned to Washington, DC, to become the
director of the Pope John Paul Il Center,
where he stayed until returning to Tallahassee
to lead the Claude Pepper Center.

Through it all he maintained his commitment
to spiritual leadership, and he continued to
celebrate mass. And it was during his celebra-
tion of mass at the Co-Cathedral of St. Thom-
as More in Tallahassee that he suffered the
stroke that claimed his life at the age of 68.

| count myself fortunate to be one of the
many that have had the opportunity to know
and work with Monsignor William Kerr. He had
a profound impact on my life as he did the
lives of nearly everyone he encountered. His
like will not be seen again, and he will be
deeply missed.

——
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 234, SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 14, 2009

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to note
that the rule and the process leading to its
presentation are flawed and consequently, the
underlying bill does not adequately serve our
military forces or the taxpayers of this country.

Since 2002, billions of dollars have been
given to the Pakistan military and much of that
amount has not been accounted for.

Pakistani military commanders continue to
consider certain extremists as their “strategic
assets” in their seemingly never-ending secu-
rity concerns involving fears about India; and
the Pakistani military continues to fail to give
proper attention to Pakistan’s existential
threat—the very extremists who associate with
and harbor Al Qaeda and are also a threat to
Afghanistan, our forces in Afghanistan, and
others throughout the world.

| proposed, with a number of colleagues,
and believe the bill must be improved by, an
amendment establishing enforceable bench-
marks on U.S. military assistance to Pakistan
that would lead to the articulation of reason-
able expectations.
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Functionally, the amendment requires that
the President make reasonable determinations
about the state of mutual security objectives of
Pakistan and the United States before any re-
mainder of the military assistance for Pakistan
can be obligated.

It does not seek to condition any civilian as-
sistance to Pakistan. The American people
and its government are the friends of Pakistan
and its people, and we fully understand the
crisis nature of the economy and civil govern-
ance status. The assistance in any measure
should certainly be accounted for, and should
be put to effect in such a way as to ensure it
maximizes benefit to the Pakistani people.
America is making a long term commitment to
Pakistan, its democracy and its future pros-
perity.

Nevertheless, with respect to military fund-
ing, specifically, the amendment requires de-
terminations on Pakistan—through its mili-
tary—to make concerted progress toward:

(1) Ceasing of all support to groups pre-
senting cross-border terrorist threats,

(2) Dismantling training facilities for such
groups across Pakistan,

(3) Preventing and disrupting cross-border
attacks,

(4) Strengthening and increasing counterter-
rorism prosecutions and extraditions,

(5) Degrading such groups’ radio broadcast
infrastructure, and

(6) Extending Pakistan’s legitimate govern-
mental writ across its territory and the protec-
tion of all its citizens’ civil and human rights
without discrimination.

As an oversight forcing function, the amend-
ment requires written justification of the Presi-
dent’s determinations and also tasks the U.S.
Government Accountability Office with pro-
viding an independent analysis of the cat-
egories requiring Presidential determination.

Additionally, the amendment includes lan-
guage allowing the President to waive the re-
quirement if such action is certified to be vital
to the national security interests of the United
States. Finally, there is in the amendment a
process for Congress to disprove of such cer-
tification if in its judgment such action is ap-
propriate.

We must stop just handing out cash slush
funds only to witness conduct not conducive to
both nations’ national security.

We have a right to expect that dangerous
suspected terrorists will not just be set free as
has reportedly happened with the Pakistani
military’s complicity; and a right to expect ac-
countability for the hundreds of millions of U.S.
dollars that should be targeted to effective se-
curity for our troops in Afghanistan and people
here at home.

We must ensure resources are focused on
Pakistan’s and America’s common security in-
terests and the only really verifiable way to
have that occur is to condition any funds sent
to the Pakistani military in the way set forth in
the proposed amendment.

For too long our military, and our govern-
ment, have dealt directly with the Pakistani
military and ignored the civilian government
empowering their military to circumvent demo-
cratic accountability and hindering our ability
to account for our investment. The way to re-
solve matters in Afghanistan relies heavily on
circumstances in Pakistan. The situation in
Pakistan cries out for accountability if we are
to successfully protect our security.
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IN RECOGNITION OF PEARL ROAD
AUTO PARTS AND WRECKING

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of Pearl Road
Auto Parts and Wrecking of the Old Brooklyn
neighborhood of Cleveland, Ohio, as they be-
come the first business ever in the City of
Cleveland to implement wind technology by
constructing a wind turbine at their place of
business. Pearl Road Auto Parts and Wreck-
ing, owned by the Kaplan family for four gen-
erations, will generate nearly 100% of the
electricity needed to run their business from a
wind turbine. | also rise in honor of Susan
Spear and the entire staff of EcoWatch Ohio,
who collaborated with the Kaplans to make
this project become a reality.

The wind turbine will be set upon a 140-foot
tower, capturing the north coast drafts high
above Pearl Road near Interstate 480. For
years, current owners Myron Kaplan, and his
sons, Jon and Kevin, worked toward realizing
their vision of constructing a wind turbine on
the property. Their innovative ideas are part of
the legacy of the Kaplan business and for
nearly eighty years, the owners of Pearl Road
Auto Parts and Wrecking have been leaders in
implementing  environmentally  progressive
practices, including solid waste reduction, fuel
reduction and other recycling programs.

Moreover, the Kaplan family of Pearl Road
Auto Parts and Wrecking is active in commu-
nity programs and events, and has reflected
an unwavering commitment to the betterment
of the Old Brooklyn neighborhood. As leaders
in community arts as well, from 1980 to 1990,
residents gathered free of charge at the Auto
Parts lot as Kaplan family hosted live theater,
musical and poetry performances.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of the Kaplan
family, the entire staff of Pearl Road Auto
Parts and Wrecking, and EcoWatch Ohio, for
their collective vision and persistence in being
the first ever to construct a wind turbine to run
a business, inspiring others to follow in their
path. Whether catching gentle breezes or gale
force winds rushing south across Lake Erie,
the wind turbine holds the promise of clean
power, renewable resources and endless pos-
sibilities in alternative energy programs and
job development throughout our community
and our nation.

——————

WEBCASTER SETTLEMENT ACT OF
2009

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to thank Chairman Conyers and my col-
leagues on the Judiciary Committee for report-
ing the Webcaster Settlement Act of 2009, a
bill | introduced to clear the path for private
negotiations to determine the royalty rates for
the use of music over Internet radio.

The Copyright Royalty Board (CRB) is a
government body tasked with determining roy-
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alty rates for the use of music over Internet
radio. In 2004, the CRB was tasked with de-
termining a rate structure at the direction of
Congress, and released its decision in March
of 2007. The rate structure determined by the
CRB substantially increased royalty fees that
webcasters would be forced to pay.

Since the CRB is authorized to set and es-
tablish a royalty rate structure, stakeholders
need Congressional authority to forge an
agreement that the government would adopt.
H.R. 2344 provides that critical authority, and
allows private groups 30 days from enactment
to work out a settlement amongst themselves
to replace the rate structure established by the
government.

Webcasters and copyright holders, including
those in Washington State, like Washington’s
101, WebRadioPugetSound, WildMixRadio
Network.com, and Hollow Earth Radio need
this legislation so they have the freedom to
negotiate and craft a fair royalty rate structure
for all impacted parties. Currently, Internet
radio pays 47% of its annual revenue in roy-
alty fees, a rate that will eventually crush the
industry.

An estimated 42 million people tune to Inter-
net radio on a weekly basis. Internet radio of-
fers consumers not only entertainment value,
but it serves niche markets and allows access
to independent labels and artists, diversifying
programming. Webcasters in  Washington
State allow small, local, Northwest bands an
opportunity to have their music heard across
the country. This bill will allow small
webcasters serving those markets to continue
to compete and be an outlet for minority
voices.

| urge my colleagues to consider this impor-
tant bill, and to help keep the music playing
online.

———

IN HONOR OF THE SURVIVORS
AND VICTIMS OF THE PONTIAN
GENOCIDE

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise to honor the survivors and vic-
tims of the Pontian Genocide of 1915-1923.
On May 19 we remember the treacherous ac-
tions of those who murdered hundreds of
thousands of Pontian Hellenes and destroyed
their communities, and we remember the sur-
vivors and the fallen.

Nearly a century ago, there were large com-
munities of Hellenes living across the Ottoman
Empire. In a few short years, these commu-
nities were destroyed, and hundreds of thou-
sands of lives were taken at the order of the
Ottoman government. Hellenic Pontians had
lived along the southeastern coast of the
Black Sea in what is now northern Turkey for
more than three millenia. The perfidious deci-
sion to destroy these peaceful communities re-
sulted from the fear that foreign populations
under Ottoman rule would join with their moth-
er countries and destroy a crumbling empire.

During a bloody eight year reign of terror,
the Ottoman government orchestrated the Kill-
ing or displacement of hundreds of thousands
of Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians who had
been living in the Pontus region. Thousands of
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people were murdered outright. The rest were
uprooted and forcibly marched across the
Anatolian border, without food or other provi-
sions, to the Syrian border. Mass rapes and
abductions of women and children also oc-
curred. More than half of the Pontian popu-
lation perished from violence, starvation or dis-
ease.

Roughly 400,000 Pontians refugees sur-
vived the onslaught and fled to Greece, Rus-
sia, and the United States. Despite the huge
number of people who died or were displaced,
most of the world paid no attention to their
suffering. The fact that so many people could
be murdered or removed from their homes
without facing any consequences empowered
future genocidal regimes to take similar ac-
tions.

One of the greatest tragedies of genocide is
that the aggressors often succeed in elimi-
nating the memory of those who fled. Few
Americans today know about the Pontian
Genocide. We have an obligation to honor the
memory of those who died and teach our chil-
dren about those dreadful times in hope that
they will never be repeated. On May 19th,
2009, on the annual day of remembrance,
members of the Pan-Pontian Federation will
pay solemn homage to the victims. Although
the genocide almost caused the extinction of
the Pontian people, their traditions and culture
still resonate today.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the Pan-Pontian Federation as
they honor the sacrifices and memory of their
noble ancestors. | commend the Pan-Pontian
Federation in their efforts to preserve Greek
culture and history. May the victims of the
Pontian Genocide rest in peace.

———

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE JIM
HUDSON

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Jim Hudson of Tex-
arkana, Arkansas, who passed away on May
3, 2009, at the much too early age of 56. As
a man of faith, a devoted husband and father,
and a committed statesman, his life and leg-
acy is an example to us all.

As a circuit judge for the 8th judicial district
south serving Miller and Lafayette Counties
since 1991 and as a former prosecuting attor-
ney, Jim was one of the most fair-minded and
selfless people | have had the pleasure to
know. Arkansas lost a true public servant with
Jim’s passing and he will be deeply missed.

I knew Jim my entire adult life and was
proud to call him my friend. His steadfast com-
mitment to justice and his devotion to his com-
munity made Jim a person many of us looked
up to and respected, as we witnessed Jim
help countless individuals and families
throughout his career in public service. He
was so respected in his profession that both
Arkansas’s U.S. Senators Blanche Lincoln and
Mark Pryor recently selected Jim as a possible
nominee to fill a U.S. district judge’s position
in the Western District of Arkansas, a position
for which he would have been perfectly suited.

Jim’s cheerful personality was contagious
and he was liked by all he encountered. In
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fact, over the course of Jim’s difficult five-week
struggle with post-surgical complications, a
website updated daily with information regard-
ing his progress was visited more than 60,000
times.

As a respected jurist, Jim’s greatest legacy
is to the legal profession where he had a cov-
eted grasp of complex legal issues and a
commitment to helping troubled youth find
their way. He also mentored numerous young
lawyers and jurists that now practice across
the region, passing on his knowledge and
teachings that exemplified his fairness and
passion for law. His legacy will live on for dec-
ades in our region’s legal system through the
many lives and careers he touched.

My thoughts and prayers and those of every
Arkansan are with Jim’s family during this dif-
ficult time, especially to his wife, Kathy; his
two daughters, Sarah and Claire Hudson; his
stepmother, Jane Hudson; and, his grandson,
Jaxson Hudson.

Jim left us much too early and those of us
who knew him will always remember the
laughter and lessons he shared with us all.
We too often forget how much one person can
make a difference in this world and Jim’s life
and legacy is an example of how one man
can better the lives of so many, the profession
he cared so deeply about and the church,
community and state he called home.

————

DONA STOREY, PRESIDENT AND
CEO, QUALITY TECHNICAL SERV-
ICES, INC., VIRGINIA BEACH, VA

HON. GLENN C. NYE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. NYE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor America’s entrepreneurs, those distin-
guished individuals who support our commu-
nities, drive innovation, and keep our nation
strong. Small businesses bring fresh ideas to
the table, develop the resources to meet the
demands of an ever-changing world, and
make a meaningful impact on our neighbor-
hoods. Entrepreneurs are responsible for pro-
viding 60 to 80 percent of all new jobs, giving
them the potential to propel rapid economic
growth and expand ever-developing fields.
Some of the country’s largest companies
began as start-ups in small offices, homes and
garages exploring these new fields. Limited
only by their imagination, these firms per-
formed cutting-edge work in emerging indus-
tries that have become the very foundation of
our society.

As our nation and the world face the most
difficult economic conditions in decades, entre-
preneurs have the potential to lead us back to
prosperity. The resiliency and adaptability
shown by small businesses in past recessions
demonstrate their capability to meet the chal-
lenges standing in their way and emerge
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stronger than ever. America’s small busi-
nesses will drive the economic recovery from
this downturn and our economy will emerge
stronger than ever. Times may be tough, but
America’s entrepreneurial spirit is tougher.

To recognize the monumental achievements
of our nation’s small firms, the Small Business
Administration (SBA) has declared May 17-23
as the 46th Annual National Small Business
Week. The House Small Business Committee
is celebrating all our country’s hard-working
entrepreneurs by saluting the Heroes of Small
Business, those men and women who have
shown the strength, leadership, and resource-
fulness that keeps our economy moving for-
ward.

| ask that you, Madam Speaker, and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in
recognizing and thanking Ms. Dona Storey for
her tremendous accomplishments on behalf of
small businesses. Ms. Storey is president and
CEO of Quality Technical Services, Inc.
(QTS), a minority and woman-owned small
disadvantaged business. Founded in 1980,
QTS provides strategic management con-
sulting and manages multiphase, multi-location
interior design projects. QTS counts among its
clients some of the nation’s largest corpora-
tions such as Time Inc. and Johnson & John-
son, and has contracted with federal, state
and local governments.

Ms. Storey has garnered several accolades
for her entrepreneurial success and contribu-
tions to the business community, including
being named by the Small Business Adminis-
tration in 2007 as Virginia’s “Women in Busi-
ness Champion of the Year.” She participates
in speeches and mentoring programs to edu-
cate other entrepreneurs about navigating the
government contracting process, and is the
creator of an online guide that provides infor-
mation on how to succeed in the federal mar-
ketplace.

Madam Speaker, Ms. Storey has exempli-
fied the remarkable accomplishments of which
America’s entrepreneurs are capable. This
week, she will testify before the House Small
Business Committee to share her story. | ask
that you and the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join with me in honoring her for
the extraordinary work she has done for the
small business economy. Her efforts dem-
onstrate that if given the right resources,
America’s small businesses can be the cata-
lysts that lift our economy from the current
downturn and put us on the road to recovery.

————

26TH ANNIVERSARY OF FATHER
AVED TERZIAN

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 25th anniversary of Fa-
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ther Aved Terzian serving at the Parish of the
Armenian Church of Our Saviour.

Father Aved was born in Istanbul in 1956.
He grew up in the church and decided to
study divinity after high school. The person
who really influenced his life was His Beati-
tude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Arme-
nian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and it was at
his invitation that Father Aved came to Amer-
ica in February of 1975. In 1984, “Deacon
Onnig” was ordained by his spiritual mentor
Patriarch Torkom Manoogian. Following the
tradition of the Armenian Church, the Patriarch
named him Aved.

As the longest serving Armenian priest in
Worcester, Father Aved has played a vital role
in the promotion of Armenian culture, bringing
the community together for Genocide Com-
memorations, Joint Christmas Eve Services,
and the Greater Worcester Armenian Chorale.
He has maintained a positive relationship with
the Armenian Church of Our Saviour’s neigh-
bor, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, giving
commencement prayers and providing crisis
counseling.

In 1984, he participated in a Task Force to
introduce holocaust studies to the Worcester
Public Schools Curriculum. He has served on
the Community Partnership for Police and
Clergy, the City Manager's Coalition on Bias
and Hate, the Diocesan Council Governing
Body, the St. Nersess Seminary Board, and
as an advisor to the Dean of Clark University.

Father Aved was instrumental in coordi-
nating efforts to renovate the Armenian
Church of Our Saviour, an ambitious project
that included the Church Sanctuary, Sunday
School, Church Hall, Cultural Center and an
elevator to accommodate the handicapped
and elderly. During his tenure, Memorial En-
dowment Funds were established as a means
to generate income for the church.

Looking back over the past twenty-five
years, Father Aved believes one of his great-
est accomplishments has been to bring the
parishioners, “the backbone of his ministry,” to
work together in serving the church. Father
Aved is thankful that the people of Worcester
have accepted him, and been generous with
their love and respect. When asked how he
came to serve the Armenian Church as a
priest, Father Aved referred to his calling as a
process of getting closer to God, one that un-
folded within him. Being a priest has been
very rewarding for Father Aved. It is not a job,
but a life he has chosen. As a representative
of Christ, he is able to give people comfort,
and lift their spirits when they are faced with
life’s challenges. He is, in his own words, a
“wounded healer.”

Madam Speaker, | commend Father Aved
Terzian for his commitment to the Parish of
the Armenian Church of Our Saviour for 25
years. The Parish celebrates this Silver Anni-
versary milestone with Der Hayr, his wife
Yeretzgin Vivian and sons Onnig and Raffi. |
ask my colleagues in the House to join me in
paying tribute to this remarkable man.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, May
19, 2009 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MAY 20

9 a.m.
Foreign Relations
African Affairs Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine developing a
coordinated and sustainable strategy
for Somalia.
SD-419
9:30 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Troubled Asset Relief Program

(TARP).
SD-538
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Business meeting to consider S. 599, to
amend chapter 81 of title 5, United
States Code, to create a presumption
that a disability or death of a Federal
employee in fire protection activities
caused by any certain diseases is the
result of the performance of such em-
ployee’s duty, S. 629, to facilitate the
part-time reemployment of annuitants,
S. 707, to enhance the Federal
Telework Program, proposed Enhanced
Oversight of State and Local Economic
Recovery Act, S. 920, to amend section
11317 of title 40, United States Code, to
improve the transparency of the status
of information technology invest-
ments, to require greater account-
ability for cost overruns on Federal in-
formation technology investment
projects, to improve the processes
agencies implement to manage infor-
mation technology investments, to re-
ward excellence in information tech-
nology acquisition, S. 942, to prevent
the abuse of Government charge cards,
S. 469, to amend chapter 83 of title 5,
United States Code, to modify the com-
putation for part-time service under
the Civil Service Retirement System,
S. 692, to provide that claims of the
United States to certain documents re-
lating to Franklin Delano Roosevelt
shall be treated as waived and relin-
quished in certain circumstances, H.R.
918, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
300 East 3rd Street in Jamestown, New
York, as the ‘““‘Stan Lundine Post Office
Building”’, H.R. 1595, to designate the
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facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 3245 Latta Road in
Rochester, New York, as the ‘“Brian K.
Schramm Post Office Building”’, H.R.
663, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
12877 Broad Street in Sparta, Georgia,
as the ‘“Yvonne Ingram-Ephraim Post
Office Building”’, H.R. 987, to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 601 8th Street in
Freedom, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘John
Scott Challis, Jr. Post Office’”, H.R.
1284, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
103 West Main Street in McLain, Mis-
sissippi, as the “Major Ed W. Freeman
Post Office”’, and the nominations of
David Heyman, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Assistant Secretary of
Homeland Security, Cass R. Sunstein,
of Massachusetts, to be Administrator
of the Office of Information and Regu-
latory Affairs, Office of Management
and Budget, Robert M. Groves, of
Michigan, to be Director of the Census,
Department of Commerce, Marisa J.
Demeo, of the District of Columbia,
and Florence Y. Pan, of the District of
Columbia, each to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

SD-342

Appropriations
State, Foreign Operations,
Programs Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for

the Department of State.

and Related

SD-192
10 a.m.
Finance
To hold a closed meeting to examine fi-
nancing comprehensive health reform.
SD-215
Judiciary
Immigration, Refugees and Border Secu-
rity Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine securing the
border and America’s points of entry.
SD-226
Appropriations
Interior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the Forest Service.
SD-124
Joint Economic Committee
To hold hearings to examine oil and the
economy, focusing on the impact of ris-
ing global demand on the United States
recovery.
210, Cannon Building
11 a.m.
Foreign Relations
To hold closed hearings to examine de-
velopments on the ground in Pakistan
and Afghanistan.
SVC-217
1:30 p.m.
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine foreign pol-
icy priorities in the President’s pro-
posed budget request for fiscal year
2010 for international affairs.
SH-216
2 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SR-253
Armed Services
Strategic Forces Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Defense
Authorization request for fiscal year
2010 and Future Years Defense Program
for military space programs; to be pos-
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sibly followed by a closed session in

SVC-2117.
SR-232A
Aging
To hold hearings to examine pension
plans.
SR-432
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Disaster Recovery Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the role of
Community Development Block Grant
Program in disaster recovery.
SD-342
Judiciary
Crime and Drugs Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine criminal
prosecution as a deterrent to health
care fraud.
SD-226
Armed Services
Personnel Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Defense
Authorization request for fiscal year
2010 and Future Years Defense Program
for active component, reserve compo-
nent, and civilian personnel programs.
SR-222

MAY 21

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the Defense
Authorization request for fiscal year
2010 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram for the Department of the Air
Force.
SD-106
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine a new strat-
egy for Afghanistan and Pakistan.
SD-419
Veterans’ Affairs
Business meeting to markup pending leg-
islation.
SR-418
10 a.m.
Environment and Public Works
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Economic Development Adminis-
tration.
SD-406
Finance
To hold hearings to examine The United

States-Panama Trade Promotion
Agreement.
SD-215
Judiciary

Business meeting to consider S. 417, to
enact a safe, fair, and responsible state
secrets privilege Act, S. 257, to amend
title 11, United States Code, to disallow
certain claims resulting from high cost
credit debts, S. 448 and H.R. 985, bills to
maintain the free flow of information
to the public by providing conditions
for the federally compelled disclosure
of information by certain persons con-
nected with the news media, the nomi-
nations of Thomas E. Perez, of Mary-
land, to be Assistant Attorney General,
Civil Rights Division, Department of
Justice, David F. Hamilton, of Indiana,
to be United States Circuit Judge for
the Seventh Circuit, Andre M. Davis, of
Maryland, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Fourth Circuit, and com-
mittee’s subcommittee assignments.

SD-226
Small Business and Entrepreneurship

To hold hearings to examine the role of

small business in stimulus contracting.
SR-428A
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10:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and
Insurance Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine health and
product safety issues associated with
imported drywall.
SR-253
Appropriations
Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the Missile Defense Agency.
SD-124
Energy and Natural Resources
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-366
Appropriations
Labor, Health and Human Services, Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the National Institutes of Health.
SD-138
11 a.m.
Appropriations
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.
SD-192
2 p.m.
Appropriations
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the Food and Drug Administration.
SD-192
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Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine financial
regulatory lessons from abroad.
SD-342
2:15 p.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold hearings to examine executive
branch authority to acquire trust lands
for Indian tribes.
SD-628
2:30 p.m.
Appropriations
Legislative Branch Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the Government Accountability Office,
the Government Printing Office, and
the Congressional Budget Office.
SD-138
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Science and Space Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2010 for NASA.
SR-253
Intelligence
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Stephen Woolman Preston, of
the District of Columbia, to be General
Counsel of the Central Intelligence
Agency, and Robert S. Litt, of Mary-
land, to be General Counsel of the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intel-
ligence.
SH-216

JUNE 10

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Department of Veterans Affairs’
construction process.
SR-418

E1193

JUNE 24
9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Department of Veterans Affairs
quality management activities.

SR-418
POSTPONEMENTS
MAY 20
2:15 p.m.
Appropriations
Energy and Water Development Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine funding and
oversight of the U.S. Army Corp of En-
gineers and the Bureau of Reclamation.

SD-192

MAY 21

Time to be announced
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Business meeting to consider S. 717, to
modernize cancer research, increase ac-
cess to preventative cancer services,
provide cancer treatment and survivor-
ship initiatives, and any pending nomi-
nations.
SD-430
2 p.m.
Appropriations
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for
the Department of Veterans Affairs.
SD-124
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Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S5543-S5563

Measures Introduced: Eight bills were introduced,
as follows: S. 1059-1066. Page S5555

Message from the President: Senate received the
following message from the President of the United
States:

Transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on the
continuation of the national emergency that was
originally declared in Executive Order 13047 of May
20, 1997, with respect to Burma, as received during
an adjournment of the Senate on May 15, 2009;
which was referred to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs. (PM-19) Page S5553

Gensler Nomination—Agreement: A unanimous-
consent-time agreement was reached providing that
on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, following disposition of
H.R. 627, Senate begin consideration of the nomina-
tion of Gary Gensler, of Maryland, to be a Commis-
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion, and that there be 60 minutes of debate with
respect to the nomination, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between Senators Harkin or
Chambliss, or their designees, with Senators Cant-
well, Cardin, and Sanders each controlling 5 minutes
of the Majority’s time; provided that at 2:15 p.m.,
Senate vote on confirmation thereon; provided fur-
ther, that upon confirmation of the nomination, Sen-
ate begin consideration of the nomination of Gary
Gensler, of Maryland, to be Chairman of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, and that the
nomination be confirmed. Pages S5561-62

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

Margaret A. Hamburg, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Commissioner of Food and Drugs, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

John U. Sepulveda, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Human Resources).

Robert O. Work, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of the Navy.

Raymond Edwin Mabus, Jr., of Mississippi, to be
Secretary of the Navy.

Rhea S. Suh, of California, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior.

David B. Sandalow, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Assistant Secretary of Energy (International
Affairs and Domestic Policy).

Daniel B. Poneman, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Secretary of Energy.

Neal S. Wolin, of Illinois, to be Deputy Secretary
of the Treasury.

Jose D. Riojas, of Texas, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs (Operations, Security, and
Preparedness).

William A. Gunn, of Virginia, to be General
Counsel, Department of Veterans Affairs.

Roger W. Baker, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Information and Tech-
nology).

Thomas R. Lamont, of Illinois, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Army.

Paul N. Stockton, of California, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Defense.

Andrew Charles Weber, of Virginia, to be Assist-
ant to the Secretary of Defense for Nuclear and
Chemical and Biological Defense Programs.

Charles A. Blanchard, of Arizona, to be General
Counsel of the Department of the Air Force.

Page S5561

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Zachary J. Lemnios, of Massachusetts, to be Direc-
tor of Defense Research and Engineering.

Anthony W. Miller, of California, to be Deputy
Secretary of Education.

Richard G. Newell, of North Carolina, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Energy Information Administra-
tion.

Rosa Gumataotao Rios, of California, to be Treas-
urer of the United States.

2 Army nominations in the rank of general.

1 Navy nomination in the rank of admiral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, and Coast

Guard. Page S5562
Messages from the House: Page S5553
Measures Referred: Pages S5553-54
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Executive Communications: Pages S5554-55

Executive Reports of Committees: Page S5555

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S5555-56

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S5556-61

Additional Statements: Pages S5552-53

Notices of Hearings/Meetings: Page S5561

Privileges of the Floor: Page S5561

Adjournment: Senate convened at 2 p.m. and ad-
journed at 6:13 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May
19, 2009. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of
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the Acting Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S5562.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Armed Services: On Friday, May 15,
2009, committee announced the following sub-
committee assignments:

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces: Senators Nelson (FL)
(Chair), Byrd, Reed, Nelson (NE), Udall (CO),
Begich, Vitter, Sessions, Inhofe, and Graham.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 17 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 2455-2471; and 6 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 128; and H. Res. 451-455 were intro-
duced. Pages H5711-12

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H5712-13

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H. Res. 450, waiving a requirement of clause 6(a)
of rule XIIT with respect to consideration of certain
resolutions reported from the Committee on Rules
(H. Rept. 111-113);

H.R. 855, to elevate the Inspector General of cer-
tain Federal entities to an Inspector General ap-
pointed pursuant to section 3 of the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978, with an amendment (H. Rept.
111-114),

H.R. 2182, to amend the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 to provide for enhanced
State and local oversight of activities conducted pur-
suant to such Act (H. Rept. 111-115);

H.R. 626, to provide that 4 of the 12 weeks of
parental leave made available to a Federal employee
shall be paid leave (H. Rept. 111-116, Pt. 1); and

H.R. 1676, to prevent tobacco smuggling and to
ensure the collection of all tobacco taxes, with an
amendment (H. Rept. 111-117). Page H5711

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Hirono to act as Speaker
Pro Tempore for today. Page H5673

Recess: The House recessed at 12:38 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules
and pass the following measures:

Congratulating the University of California,
Davis, for a century as a premier public research
university and one of our Nation’s finest institu-
tions of higher education: H. Res. 448, to congratu-
late the University of California, Davis, for a century
as a premier public research university and one of
our Nation’s finest institutions of higher education;

Pages H5675-76

Commending the University of Georgia Gym-
nastics Team for winning the 2009 NCAA Na-
tional Championship: H. Res. 386, amended, to
commend the University of Georgia Gymnastics
Team for winning the 2009 NCAA National Cham-
pionship; Pages H5676-77

Congratulating Camp Dudley YMCA of West-
port, New York, on the occasion of its 125th anni-
versary: H. Res. 300, amended, to congratulate
Camp Dudley YMCA of Westport, New York, on
the occasion of its 125th anniversary, by a %5 yea-
and-nay vote of 388 yeas with none voting “nay”,
Roll No. 267; Pages H5677-79

Congratulating Averett University in Danville,
Virginia, for 150 years of service and leadership to
the United States: H. Res. 347, to congratulate
Averett University in Danville, Virginia, for 150
years of service and leadership to the United States;

Pages H5681-82

Recognizing the importance of the Child and
Adult Care Food Program and its positive effect on
the lives of low income children and families: H.
Res. 442, to recognize the importance of the Child



May 18, 2009

and Adult Care Food Program and its positive effect
on the lives of low income children and families, by
a %5 yea-and-nay vote of 377 yeas to 10 nays, Roll
No. 269; Pages H5682-83

Expressing support for designation of September
as “National Child Awareness Month”: H. Res.
438, to express support for designation of September
as “National Child Awareness Month”; and

Pages H5685-86

Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009:
Agreed to the Senate amendment to the House
amendments to S. 3806, to improve enforcement of
mortgage fraud, securities and commodities fraud, fi-
nancial institution fraud, and other frauds related to
Federal assistance and relief programs and for the re-
covery of funds lost to these frauds, by a 25 yea-and-
nay vote of 338 yeas to 52 nays, Roll No. 268.

Pages H5686-88

Recess: The House recessed at 3:23 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:33 p.m. Page H5688

Suspensions—Proceedings Postponed: The House
debated the following measures under suspension of
the rules. Further proceedings were postponed:

Recognizing May 25, 2009, as National Missing
Children’s Day: H. Res. 297, to recognize May 25,
2009, as National Missing Children’s Day and

Pages H5679-81

Recognizing the roles and contributions of Amer-
ica’s teachers to building and enbancing our Na-
tion’s civic, cultural, and economic well-being: H.
Res. 374, to recognize the roles and contributions of
America’s teachers to building and enhancing our
Nation’s civic, cultural, and economic well-being.

Pages H5683-85

Presidential Message: Read a message from the
President wherein he notified Congress that the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to Burma is
to continue for 1 year beyond May 20, 2009—re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered printed (H. Rept. 111-39). Page H5674

Quorum Calls—Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear
on pages H5688-89, H5689 and H5689-90. There
were no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 12:30 p.m. and
adjourned at 10:39 p.m.

Committee Meetings

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM AND
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM

Committee on Appropriations: Select Intelligence Over-
sight Panel met in executive session on National In-
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telligence Program and Military Intelligence Pro-
gram. Testimony was heard from departmental wit-
nesses.

AMERICAN CLEAN ENERGY AND SECURITY
ACT OF 2009

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Began markup of
H.R. 2454, American Clean Energy and Security
Act of 2009.

Will continue tomorrow.

AUTO SAFETY

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection held a
hearing entitled “Auto Safety: Existing Mandates
and Emerging Issues.” Testimony was heard from
Ronald L. Medford, Acting Deputy Administrator,
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration;
Kathryn O’Leary Higgins, member, National Trans-
portation Safety Board; and public witnesses.

SAME-DAY CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS REPORTED BY THE RULES
COMMITTEE

Committee on Rules: Granted, by a non-record vote, a
rule waiving clause 6(a) of rule XIII (requiring a
two-thirds vote to consider a rule on the same day
it is reported from the Rules Committee) against
certain rules reported from the Rules Committee.
The rule applies the waiver to any rule reported on
the legislative day of May 19, 2009, providing for
consideration or disposition of S. 896, a bill to pre-
vent mortgage foreclosures and enhance mortgage
credit availability.

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FOOD
AND NUTRITION

Committee on Rules: Subcommittee on Rules and Or-
ganization of the House held a hearing on H.R.
2297, The White House Conference on Food and
Nutrition. Testimony was heard from Representative
Emerson; and public witnesses.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

NEW PUBLIC LAWS

(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D552)

S. 735, to ensure States receive adoption incentive
payments for fiscal year 2008 in accordance with the
Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing
Adoptions Act of 2008. Signed on May 15, 2009.
(Public Law 111-20)
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY,
MAY 19, 2009

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Energy
and Water Development, to hold hearings to examine
funding and oversight of the Department of Energy,
10:15 a.m., SD-138.

Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans
Affairs, and Related Agencies, to hold hearings to exam-
ine proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2010 for the
Department of Defense and the Department of the Navy
military construction programs, 2:30 p.m., SD—138.

Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine
the Department of the Army proposed defense authoriza-
tion request for fiscal year 2010 and the Future Years De-
fense Program, 9:30 a.m., SH-216.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: to
hold hearings to examine the nominations of J. Randolph
Babbitt, of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration, and John D. Porcari, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Secretary, both of the Department of
Transportation, Rebecca M. Blank, of Maryland, to be
Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, and Lawrence E.
Strickling, of Illinois, to be Assistant Secretary for Com-
munications and Information, both of the Department of
Commerce, and Aneesh Chopra, of Virginia, to be Chief
Technology Officer, Office of Science and Technology
Policy at the Executive Office of the President, 11 a.m.,
SR-253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: business
meeting to consider S. 967, to amend the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act to create a petroleum product re-
serve, 2:15 p.m., SD-366.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: to hold hear-
ings to examine business opportunities and climate pol-
icy, 10 a.m., SD-406.

Committee on Foreign Relations: business meeting to con-
sider the nominations of Philip J. Crowley, of Virginia,
to be Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs, and Jeffrey D.
Feltman, of Ohio, to be Assistant Secretary for Near East-
ern Affairs, both of the Department of State, and Daniel
Benjamin, of the District of Columbia, to be Coordinator
for Counterterrorism, with the rank and status of Ambas-
sador at Large, 10 a.m., S—116, Capitol.

Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine pathways
to a green global economic recovery, 2 p.m., SD-419.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: busi-
ness meeting to consider S. 982, to protect the public
health by providing the Food and Drug Administration
with certain authority to regulate tobacco products, and
any pending nominations, 2:30 p.m., SD—430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management,
the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia, to
hold hearings to examine public health challenges in our
nation’s capital, 2:30 p.m., SD—342.

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Adminis-
trative Oversight and the Courts, to hold hearings to ex-
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amine protecting Americans, focusing on holding foreign
manufacturers accountable, 10 a.m., SD-226.

Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition Policy and
Consumer Rights, to hold hearings to examine the Dis-
count Pricing Consumer Protection Act, focusing on a
ban on vertical price fixing, 2:30 p.m., SD-226.

Select Committee on Intelligence: to hold closed hearings to
examine certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., S—407,
Capitol.

House

Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Financial
Services, General Government and Related Agencies, on
IRS, 10 a.m., 2358A Rayburn, and on National Archives,
2 p.m., B-308 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies, on EPA, 9:15 a.m., 2359 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies, on Department of Defense
Overview, 10 a.m., H-143 Capitol.

Committee on Armed Services, hearing on hearing on the
Fiscal Year 2010 National Defense Authorization Budget
Request from the Department of the Air Force, 10 a.m.,
2118 Rayburn.

Defense Acquisition Panel, hearing on Measuring Per-
formance: Developing Good Acquisition Metrics, 8 a.m.,
2212 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Seapower, and Expeditionary Forces,
hearing on Fiscal Year 2010 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Budget Request for the Department of the Navy
Aviation Programs, 2 p.m., 2212 Rayburn.

Committee on Education and Labor, hearing on Examining
the Abusive and Deadly Use of Seclusion and Restraint
in Schools, 10 a.m., 2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, to continue markup
of H.R. 2454. American Clean Energy and Security Act
of 2009, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

Committee on Financial Services, hearing entitled “Capital
Loss, Corruption and the Role of Western Financial Insti-
tutions,” 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance, and Gov-
ernment Sponsored Enterprises, hearing entitled “Ap-
proaches to Improving Credit Rating Agency Regula-
tion,” 2 p.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Homeland Security, to consider H. Res. 404,
Directing the Secretary of Homeland Security to transmit
to the House of Representatives, not later than 14 days
after the date of the adoption of this resolution, copies
of documents relating to the Department of Homeland
Security Intelligence Assessment titled, “Rightwing Ex-
tremism: Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling
Resurgence in Radicalization and Recruitment,”10 a.m.,
311 Cannon.

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Commer-
cial and Administrative Law, to mark up H.R. 1478,
Carmelo Rodriguez Military Medical Accountability Act
of 2009, 11 a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Courts and Competition Policy, hear-
ing on H.R. 233, Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act of
2009, 2:30 p.m., 2141 Rayburn.
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Committee on Natural Resonrces, Subcommittee on Insular
Affairs, Oceans and Wildlife, oversight hearing on Imple-
mentation of Public Law 110-229 to the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands and Guam, 10 a.m.,
1324 Longworth.

Committee on Quversight and Government Reform, Sub-
committee on Domestic Policy, hearing entitled
“ONDCP’s Fiscal Year 2010 National Drug Control
Budget and the Priorities, Objectives, and Policies of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy under the New
Administration,” 2 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Government Management, Organiza-
tion, and Procurement, hearing entitled “The State of
Federal Information Security,” 9 a.m., 2247 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Af-
fairs, hearing on Afghanistan and Pakistan: Resourcing
the Civilian Surge, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

Committee on Rules, to consider H.R. 2352, Job Creation
Through Entrepreneurship Act of 2009, 5 p.m., H-313
Capitol.
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Committee on Science and Technology, hearing on NASA’s
Fiscal Year 2010 Budget Request, 2 p.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight, hearing
on the Science of Insolvency, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on  Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environment, hearing
on Recommendations of the National Committee on
Levee Safety, 2 p.m., 2167 Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Subcommittee on Health,
hearing on VA Medical Care: The Crown Jewel and Best
Kept Secret, 2 p.m., 334 Cannon.

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing
on Gulf War Illness Research: Is Enough Being Done? 10
a.m., 334 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, Subcommittee on Social
Security, hearing on Social Security Administration’s
(SSA’s) employment support programs for disability bene-
ficiaries, including the Ticket to Work Program, 2 p.m.,
1100 Longworth.

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, executive, brief-
ing on Overhead Architecture, 1 p.m., 314 HVC.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Tuesday, May 19

Senate Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Senate will resume consideration
of H.R. 627, Credit Cardholders’” Bill of Rights Act, vote

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 19

Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of the following
suspensions: (1) H.R. 2182—Enhanced Oversight of State

and Local Economic Recovery Act; (2) H.R. 466—
Wounded Veteran Job Security Act; (3) H.R. 1170—To
amend chapter 21 of title 38, United States Code, to es-
tablish a grant program to encourage the development of
new assistive technologies for specially adapted housing;
(4) H.R. 1088—Mandatory Veteran Specialist Training
Act; (5) H.R. 1089—Veterans Employment Rights Re-
alignment Act of 2009; (6) H. Res. 360—Urging all
Americans and people of all nationalities to visit the na-
tional cemeteries, memorials, and markers on Memorial
Day; (7) H. Con. Res. 120—Supporting the goals and
ideals of National Women’s Health Week; (8) H.R.
1676—PACT Act; and (9) H. Res. 426—Honoring po-
lice officers and law enforcement professionals during Po-
lice Week.

on the motion to invoke cloture on Dodd/Shelby Amend-
ment No. 1058, and if cloture is invoked, vote on pend-
ing amendments and passage of the bill. Also, Senate will
begin consideration of the nomination of Gary Gensler,
of Maryland, to be a Commissioner of the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, and vote on the confirma-
tion thereon.

(Senate will recess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. for their
respective party conferences.)
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