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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 9, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F.
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

WELCOMING NINTH ANNUAL
NATIONAL BIKE SUMMIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
occasionally there is some controversy
and conflict here in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, but this week we have an oppor-
tunity for celebrating events that
bring people together. We have the
ninth annual National Bicycle Sum-
mit, which will be welcoming people
from 47 States and four foreign coun-
tries who will be fanning out across the
Capitol to talk about the opportunities

for this country in promoting bicycle
activities.

This has been an exciting period for
people who believe in cycling. Under
the leadership of now Chairman OBER-
STAR, the House Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee in the last re-
authorization celebrated the most sig-
nificant biking, hiking, and walking
bill in history. Now, as Mr. OBERSTAR
is chairman, we anticipate that there
will be even more initiatives that will
be undertaken. In the economic recov-
ery package, there were $825 million of
projects all across the country that are
shovel-ready that actually put more
people to work per million dollars than
highway construction.

Bike partisanship is alive and well on
Capitol Hill, with over 200 members in
the Bike Caucus. There is a reason why
people are focusing on cycling activi-
ties. Since 1980, the number of miles
Americans drive has increased three
times faster than the population, and
almost twice as fast as vehicle reg-
istrations. We have reached a point
where our roadways simply demand re-
lief.

We have an obesity epidemic. Sixty-
five percent of American adults are ei-
ther overweight or obese. Thirteen per-
cent of our children and adolescents
are overweight, due in large part to
lack of regular activity. There is an op-
portunity to burn calories instead of
fossil fuel. The Centers for Disease
Control estimates that if all these
physically inactive Americans become
active, we have the opportunity to save
over $75 billion a year in health care
costs.

The transportation sector contrib-
utes one-third of our greenhouse gas
emissions that are contributing to
cooking the planet.

There are opportunities for individ-
uals to make a difference in their lives.
A bike commuter saves almost $2,000 a
year in auto-related costs, avoids 50
hours of being stuck in traffic and

saves almost 150 gallons of gasoline.
And you don’t have to be a regular
long-distance bike commuter. Forty
percent of American trips are two
miles or less. Over a quarter are less
than one mile.

We all have an opportunity to make
a difference. We can start by working
with our children. Only 15 percent of
students were walking or bicycling to
school as we began our new century,
yet in an earlier generation more than
half the children were able to get to
school on their own.

We watch as bicycles have been inte-
grated into day-to-day activities. Right
here on Capitol Hill, you will watch bi-
cycle patrols with Capitol police. In
fact, more than 96 percent of the large
cities in this country have routine bi-
cycle patrols, and they are spreading
across the country.

It is also big business. I am not just
talking about a bicycle-friendly com-
munity like mine in Portland, Oregon,
where it is about $100 million dollars of
economic activity and employs about
1,000 people. Nationally we are talking
about $133 billion, supporting over 1
million jobs, producing over $17 billion
in annual Federal and State tax rev-
enue and producing over $563 billion in
annual retail sales and services. These
are activities that help revitalize the
economy exactly at the time we need
them. Even those ever-present bicycle
rides that are mushrooming around the
country support in excess of $100 mil-
lion a year in critical medical research.

It is time for us to focus on what we
in Congress can do to be more bike par-
tisan. We urge you to join in wel-
coming the cyclists to Capitol Hill and
become a member of the Congressional
Bike Caucus.

———

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 36
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, ever attentive to our deep-
est needs, answer the prayers of the
Members of Congress and bring them
closer and closer to You.

Lord, once You draw souls close to
You, people desire to hold on to Your
presence, and so they pray. Then to
give flesh and blood to prayerful senti-
ments and words, they enter into the
realm of self-denial.

Finally, personal sacrifice, Lord,
never seems worthwhile until it bene-
fits another. So there are these three
practices: prayer, fasting, and acts of
charity. The three are really one, giv-
ing life to each other as they bring us
closer to You, O Lord.

Let living faith and faith-filled prac-
tice lead us to You both now and for-
ever.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. BOSWELL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
COMMENDING PRESIDENT OBAMA
FOR EXECUTIVE ORDER TO

OVERTURN BAN ON FEDERAL
FUNDING FOR EMBRYONIC STEM
CELL RESEARCH

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to commend President
Obama for overturning former Presi-
dent Bush’s ban on Federal funding for
embryonic stem cell research.

Lifting this 8-year-old restriction
provides hope for doctors, scientists,
and those in my district, our State, our
country, who have waited far too long

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

for research that may provide them
with cures for diseases such as diabe-
tes, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis,
cancer, and others.

Just this weekend, I met with a
young lady who I’ve grown to know
very well, Karli Borcherding, who lives
with juvenile diabetes and has done a
great service to so many by sharing her
story and educating countless Ameri-
cans on this life-altering illness. Each
time I meet with her, she reminds me
of the hope that stem cell research
holds for not just her, but children and
young people like her who live with
this disease.

Stem cell research has the potential
to revolutionize the way patients are
treated. We must utilize the best minds
and the best science to find cures for
people living with chronic diseases.

Our ability to utilize and encourage
scientific and medical research has
been put on hold too long. I am con-
fident that President Obama will con-
tinue to work to enhance medical re-
search and bring renewed hope to those
who deserve access to the best medi-
cine possible.

————

NUCLEAR ENERGY VITAL TO
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday The Post and Cou-
rier of Charleston, South Carolina, edi-
torialized the following: ‘‘President
Obama’s decision to abandon the na-
tional nuclear waste disposal site at
Yucca Mountain, Nevada, is a breath-
takingly irresponsible dismissal of a
vital project on which billions have al-
ready been spent. It extends a security
risk at dozens of temporary waste dis-
posal sites around the Nation and
threatens to cripple the future nuclear
development needed to advance na-
tional energy independence.”

The editorial continues to say, ‘‘For
South Carolina, it raises the likelihood
that vast quantities of nuclear waste
at the Savannah River site will simply
remain there indefinitely. Congress
should repudiate the administration’s
decision.”

That is sound advice. Nuclear energy
is clean energy. It has provided my
home State over 50 percent of our elec-
trical power for over 30 years and will
continue to be an important part of our
Nation’s energy infrastructure.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

CONFIRMATION OF JOHN HOLDREN
AND JANE LUBCHENCO

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, as the peo-
ple today are talking about restoring
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science and government to its rightful
place, President Obama’s nominees for
Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy and Administrator
of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration await confirma-
tion. John Holdren and Jane
Lubchenco are among the Nation’s fin-
est scientists, and we urgently need
them at the forefront of our Nation’s
efforts to rebuild our economy with
new discoveries and innovations, to
transform our energy use with new
technologies, and to manage our nat-
ural resources with enhanced under-
standing.

Today, I stood in the White House as
the President talked about the new
science policy; and later I stood in our
Capitol dome, gazing up at the fresco of
George Washington surrounded by the
tools of our founders. My eyes were
drawn to two scenes in particular, one
named Oceans—or Marine—and the
other Science. Our Nation’s future
prosperity is no less dependent upon a
mastery of these fields today. I look
forward to confirmation of my good
friends, Dr. Lubchenco and Dr.
Holdren, soon.

THE HUNGRY BEAST OF
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, if
you tax something, you get less of it.
In other words, when the almighty
Federal Government swoops in and
taxes someone or something, it stifles
growth, production, and the incentive
to work.

The number one producer of jobs in
America is not the government, not
large corporations, but small business.
Most are owned by individuals, real
people who hire other real people.

The new income tax hike is aimed
right at these individuals, and the ef-
fect will be bad for jobs and the econ-
omy. It’s the administration’s way of
punishing success. Small business own-
ers have told me they aren’t going to
expand because they do not want to get
in the higher tax bracket. Some have
told me they’re going to downsize to
pay the new tax increase. That means,
in simple terms, lay people off.

Why work hard and expand? The
more you work, the higher percent of
taxes taken from you by the hungry
beast of government. No one should
have their taxes raised during a reces-
sion, but the new economic recovery
plan is: If it moves, regulate it; if it
keeps moving, tax it; and if it stops
moving, subsidize it.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALTMIRE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 6, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 6, 2009, at 1:47 p.m.:

That the Senate passed H.J. Res. 38.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

NAPOLITANO IS WRONG TO INVES-
TIGATE THE INVESTIGATORS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently Homeland Security agents in
Washington State arrested an illegal
immigrant gang member, discovered he
worked at a manufacturing plant, then
began to investigate the employer and
arrested 28 illegal immigrants. Instead
of praising their good work, though,
Secretary Napolitano said she would
investigate the investigators. Amazing.

Secretary Napolitano took the wrong
side. She should stand up for U.S. citi-
zens and legal immigrant workers, not
the illegal immigrants who take their
jobs. She should stand up for the law
enforcement officers who are doing
their jobs, not the special interests
who favor amnesty.

It does not bode well for citizens and
legal immigrant workers alike that
when it comes to worksite enforce-
ment, this administration is inves-
tigating the investigators instead of
the law breakers.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the Speaker
signed the following enrolled joint res-
olution on Friday, March 6, 2009:

H.J. Res. 38, making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year
2009, and for other purposes.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL  BREAKFAST
PROGRAM

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 210) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
that providing breakfast in schools
through the National School Breakfast
Program has a positive impact on
classroom performance.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 210

Whereas breakfast program participants
under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 include
public, private, elementary, middle, and high
schools, as well as rural, suburban, and
urban schools;

Whereas at least 16,000 schools that par-
ticipate in the National School Lunch Pro-
gram do not participate in the National
School Breakfast Program;

Whereas in fiscal year 2008, 8,520,000 stu-
dents in the United States consumed free or
reduced-price school breakfasts provided
under the national school breakfast program
established by section 4 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966;

Whereas less than half of the low-income
students who participate in the National
School Lunch Program also participate in
the school breakfast program;

Whereas in fiscal year 2008, 60 percent of
school lunches served, and 80 percent of
school breakfasts served, were served to stu-
dents who qualified for free or reduced priced
meals;

Whereas the current economic situation,
including the increase of nearly 3 percent in
the national unemployment rate in 2008, is
causing more families to struggle to feed
their children and to turn to schools for as-
sistance;

Whereas implementing or improving class-
room breakfast programs have been shown to
increase the participation of eligible stu-
dents in breakfast consumption dramati-
cally, doubling, and in some cases tripling,
numbers, as evidenced by research in Min-
nesota, New York, and Wisconsin;

Whereas making breakfast widely avail-
able through different venues or a combina-
tion thereof, such as in the classroom, ob-
tained as students exit their school bus, or
outside the classroom, has been shown to
lessen the stigma of receiving free or re-
duced-price breakfast, which often prevents
eligible students from obtaining traditional
breakfast in the cafeteria;

Whereas providing free universal break-
fast, especially in the classroom, has been
shown to significantly increase school break-
fast participation rates and decrease ab-
sences and tardiness;

Whereas studies have shown that access to
nutritious programs such as the National
School Lunch Program and National School
Breakfast Program helps to create a strong
learning environment for children and helps
to improve children’s concentration in the
classroom;

Whereas providing breakfast in the class-
room has been shown in several instances to
improve attentiveness and academic per-
formance, while reducing tardiness and dis-
ciplinary referrals;

Whereas students who eat a complete
breakfast have been shown to make fewer
mistakes and work faster in math exercises
than those who eat a partial breakfast;
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Whereas studies suggest that eating break-
fast closer to classroom and test-taking time
improves student performance on standard-
ized tests relative to students who skip
breakfast;

Whereas studies show that students who
skip breakfast are more likely to have dif-
ficulty distinguishing among similar images,
show increased errors, and have slower mem-
ory recall;

Whereas children who live in families that
experience hunger have been shown to be
more likely to have lower math scores, face
an increased likelihood of repeating a grade,
and receive more special education services;

Whereas studies suggest that children who
eat breakfast have more adequate nutrition
and intake of nutrients, such as calcium,
fiber, protein, and vitamins A, E, D, and B-
6;

Whereas studies show that children who
participate in school breakfast programs eat
more fruits, drink more milk, and consume
less saturated fat than those who do not eat
breakfast;

Whereas children who fail to eat breakfast,
whether in school or at home, are more like-
ly to be overweight than children who eat a
healthy breakfast on a daily basis; and

Whereas March 2 through March 6, 2009, is
National School Breakfast Week: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the importance of the Na-
tional School Breakfast Program and its
overall positive effect on the lives of low-in-
come children and families, as well as its ef-
fect on helping to improve a child’s overall
classroom performance;

(2) expresses support for States that have
successfully implemented school breakfast
programs in order to improve the test scores
and grades of its participating students;

(3) encourages States to strengthen their
school breakfast programs by improving ac-
cess for students, to promote improvements
in the nutritional quality of breakfasts
served, and to inform students and parents of
healthy nutritional and lifestyle choices;

(4) recognizes the need to provide States
with resources to improve the availability of
adequate and nutritious breakfasts;

(5) recognizes the impact of nonprofit and
community organizations that work to in-
crease awareness of, and access to, breakfast
programs for low-income children; and

(6) recognizes that National School Break-
fast Week helps draw attention to the need
for, and success of, the National School
Breakfast Program.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest b legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 210
into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 210, a resolution expressing
the sense of Congress that providing
breakfast in school has a positive im-
pact on classroom performance.
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We all know that breakfast is the
most important meal of the day. Good
nutrition is an essential part of a
child’s ability to grow and to thrive.
According to the Center on Hunger,
Poverty and Nutrition, hungry chil-
dren have less energy for cognitive and
social activities, which undermines
their ability to learn.

The National School Breakfast Pro-
gram was established as a pilot pro-
gram by the Child Nutrition Act of 1966
and made permanent in 1975. The pro-
gram was created to ensure that all
low-income students start the school
day with a nutritious breakfast and
enter the classroom ready to learn.

Over the last five decades, Mr. Speak-
er, the National School Breakfast Pro-
gram has continued to grow. It now op-
erates in more than 85,000 public and
nonprofit schools and residential care
institutions nationwide. In 2007 over 10
million children participated in the
National School Breakfast Program
each and every day.

Feeding our children a nutritious
breakfast is one of the most important
ways we can ensure that students get
the most out of their education. Eating
close to the start of the school day has
improved students’ memory, problem-
solving skills, and performance on
standardized tests.

In addition to improving academic
performance, Mr. Speaker, school
breakfast programs have been shown to
decrease absences, tardiness, and dis-
ciplinary problems among all students.
In the State of Maryland, for example,
referrals to the office decreased by 20
percent when classroom breakfast pro-
grams were implemented.

Children who eat a nutritious break-
fast have better overall nutrition,
maintain higher levels of important
nutrients, and are less likely to be
overweight than children who do not
eat breakfast, combating child obesity,
which is so important to our country.
And in the past two decades, the num-
ber of overweight American children,
Mr. Speaker, age 6 to 11 has actually
doubled.

Making certain that children eat a
healthy and nutritious breakfast is an
important part of the effort to solve
the public health crisis. Across the Na-
tion millions of children go to school
hungry every single day. Although 80
percent of institutions that operate a
school lunch program also offer a
school breakfast program, participa-
tion is much lower in the breakfast
program. Only about one in three stu-
dents who qualify for the free and re-
duced lunch program actually receive
breakfast at school. Participation is
low because of a variety of reasons, in-
cluding inadequate time for an in-
school meal and the stigma attached to
eating breakfast at school.

Mr. Speaker, as a strong supporter of
the school breakfast program, I've al-
ways believed that every child should
be able to participate in program. I
helped to establish a pilot program to
test the benefits of a universal school
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breakfast program in six school dis-
tricts, including Santa Rosa in my con-
gressional district. And I strongly sup-
port providing breakfast for every
child, regardless of need.

Providing nutritious breakfasts is a
simple but important way to make
sure students are more successful in
school and helps to set them on the
path toward a healthy lifestyle. By
making breakfast more widely avail-
able, we would be able to share these
educational, behavioral, and nutri-
tional benefits with even more of our
Nation’s young people.

Mr. Speaker, once again I express my
support for the National School Break-
fast Program, and I thank my col-
league Congresswoman MOORE for in-
troducing this important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 210, expressing the
sense of the House that providing
breakfast in schools through the Na-
tional School Breakfast Program has a
positive impact on classroom perform-
ance.

Created as a pilot program in 1966
and made permanent in 1975, the Na-
tional School Breakfast Program helps
schools serve breakfast to ‘‘nutrition-
ally needy’ children. The program fo-
cuses on those schools where assistance
is needed to provide adequate nutrition
for students. In fiscal year 2007, over
10.1 million children participated in
the school breakfast program each day.
Of those, 8.1 million received their
meals for free or at a reduced price.
Participation has steadily grown over
the years from only half a million chil-
dren in 1970.

The School Breakfast Program is ad-
ministered in nearly 84,000 schools and
institutions by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Serv-
ice through State education agencies,
in agreements with local school food
authorities.

Public or nonprofit private schools
serving grades K-12 and public or non-
profit private residential child care in-
stitutions may participate in the
school breakfast program. School dis-
tricts and independent schools that
choose to take part in the breakfast
program receive cash subsidies from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture for
each meal they serve. In return, they
must serve breakfasts that meet Fed-
eral requirements, and they must offer
free or reduced-price breakfasts to eli-
gible children.

Last week schools throughout the
country celebrated National School
Breakfast Week. During the week,
school cafeterias nationwide encour-
aged students to begin their day with a
healthful, nutritious school breakfast.

While many States that have imple-
mented school breakfast programs
have seen encouraging outcomes, the
problem of childhood hunger persists.
The Federal child nutrition programs
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are helping to end childhood hunger
and promote nutrition and wellness, es-
pecially in terms of assisting those
most in need of beneficial nutrition.

I stand in support of this resolution
recognizing the importance of the Na-
tional School Breakfast Program and
the positive impact a nutritious break-
fast can have on a child’s ability to
learn, grow, and develop to their fullest
potential.

I ask for my colleagues’ support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield such time as she may
consume to the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin, GWEN MOORE.

(Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.)

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my strong
support for the National School Break-
fast Program, H. Res. 210.

This resolution really elucidates the
importance of school breakfast pro-
grams and their positive impact on a
child’s overall academic performance.
And, again, I want to thank the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee for bring-
ing this resolution forward in honor of
National School Breakfast Week.

Mr. Speaker, every 35 seconds a child
is born into poverty in the United
States of America. In fact, as a Nation,
we have seen an increase in children
living in poverty up to nearly 3 million
children, with children representing a
disproportionate share of the poor in
the United States, as they’re 25 percent
of the total population but 35 percent
of the poor in our population.

And to the extent that the parents of
children are responsible for their well-
being, the unemployment rate, which
has risen from 7.6 percent to 8.1 percent
and just in the last month losing
651,000 jobs, 3.6 million jobs lost in the
last year, this has caused families to
struggle even more to feed their chil-
dren, and they need to turn to schools
for this much-needed assistance.

I can tell you that a study done by
the Massachusetts General Hospital in
conjunction with Harvard Medical
School concluded that children who are
at nutritional risk have significantly
poorer attendance, punctuality, and
grades. But it also showed that these
same parents that are responsible for
taking care of them self report that
food insufficiency means that their
children have repeated a grade in
school, they have lower scores on
standardized tests, lower grades in
math, and more days tardy and absent
from school.

Studies have also shown that stu-
dents who fail to eat an adequate
breakfast increase their chances for
being overweight than children who eat
a healthy breakfast on a daily basis.

Fortunately, Mr. Speaker, these data
show that providing breakfast in
school has been able to improve atten-
tiveness and academic performance
while reducing tardiness and discipli-
nary referrals.
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I just want to mention that these
school breakfasts must meet the nutri-
tional standards under the dietary
guidelines for Americans, which rec-
ommend no more than 30 percent of an
individual’s calories come from fat and
less than 10 percent from saturated fat.
In addition, breakfast must provide
one-fourth of the recommended daily
allowance for protein, calcium, iron,
vitamin A, vitamin C, and calories.
And I mention this because this might
be the best meal the children have all
day long.

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that pro-
viding availability, accessibility, and
participation in the school breakfast
program are some of the best ways to
support the health and educational po-
tential of children, particularly low-in-
come children. In my own State of Wis-
consin, we saw a significant increase in
school breakfast participation with a
25.3 percent growth rate, and this is
largely due to our efforts in our State
to implement universal classroom
breakfasts in most of our Milwaukee
public elementary schools.

Let me conclude by saying this and
reminding the body of this, Mr. Speak-
er, that though our country is in the
midst of a tough economic time, no
child in our community or across the
country should ever go to school hun-
gry. When our children are able to eat
quality meals in the morning, we see
improvements in math and reading
scores as well as cognitive skills. If our
children are going to be able to com-
pete in a global environment, we need
to do everything we can to make sure
that they succeed. It’s clear that there
is a definite need for school breakfast
programs right alongside our edu-
cational programs.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania, Con-
gresswoman DAHLKEMPER.

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of House Resolu-
tion 210, supporting the goals and ac-
complishments of the National School
Breakfast Program.

The National School Breakfast Pro-
gram continues to play an important
role in the health and educational de-
velopment of our Nation’s children by
giving them a nutritious start every
morning.

Research has shown that students
who eat breakfast are more likely to
show academic improvement and be
more attentive in the classroom, but
having access to a nutritious breakfast
also does something else as important.
The National School Breakfast Pro-
gram is at the heart of promoting
healthy lifestyle choices for our chil-
dren. They learn the importance of
healthful food choices that can prevent
further complications of obesity, type 2
diabetes, and other lifestyle diseases.

Healthy kids make healthy adults,
and that is why I am proud to support
this resolution and urge my colleagues
to support it also.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. I would like to know
if the gentleman from Kentucky has
any further speakers?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution to recognize the
important role the National School
Breakfast Program plays in the edu-
cation and health of our Nation’s chil-
dren.

I would like to say that it’s obvious
that if you eat a good breakfast you
are much better prepared to learn, to
focus, to behave yourself, even want to
come to school, you want to be there
on time. I can tell you from the break-
fast pilot program that President Clin-
ton signed into law that was my legis-
lation, and the six districts around the
country that had the program in effect
for 3 years, it proved itself.

The administrators thought it was
the best thing, the principals thought
it was the best, the teachers and the
kids loved it, and they were provided a
balanced meal. I remember going to
one of the schools in my district during
the breakfast time, it was around 10:15
in the morning, they had been to their
first classes and came out for this
breakfast, all kids, not just poor. It
had nothing to do with economic sta-
tus.

There was a group of fifth and sixth
graders sitting around the table, and I
went over to talk to them and I said,
what are you guys talking about? And
they said, we’re talking politics. I
mean, they were having the best time.
They were thinking. They were ex-
cited. Some of them ate two breakfasts
every day because their parents actu-
ally fed them breakfast. That was the
downside of the program was that all
these kids didn’t have to have break-
fast, but we learned later that middle
school and high school are the kids
that really don’t eat breakfast.

So we are going to be working and
building on this program and ensuring
that in the United States of America,
the wealthiest country on the globe, we
will, indeed, be able to feed all of our
children so that they are the best
learners this country can provide.

Mr. SPACE. Mr. Speaker, this Resolution
underscores the importance that the National
School Breakfast Program has for classroom
participation and student performance. The re-
cent increase in children and families needing
food assistance highlights the continuing ne-
cessity of these programs to keep America’s
students healthy, attentive and productive in
school. More resources are needed in order to
provide low-income children with the same op-
portunities for educational success as their
peers. These efforts are critical to decreasing
the hunger problems in our country while
working to increase educational attainment
levels.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 210.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

CONGRATULATING NATIONAL
ASSESSMENT GOVERNING BOARD

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 222) congratulating
the National Assessment Governing
Board on its 20th Anniversary in meas-
uring student academic achievement.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 222

Whereas the National Assessment Gov-
erning Board (the Governing Board) is an
independent, bipartisan board created by
Congress in 1988 to set policy for the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), commonly known as ‘“‘The Nation’s
Report Card’’;

Whereas the Governing Board is made up
of 26 members, including Governors, State
legislators, local and State school officials,
educators, researchers, business representa-
tives, and members of the general public;

Whereas when Congress established the
Governing Board to oversee The Nation’s Re-
port Card, it ensured that the NAEP would
be conducted independently and free from in-
appropriate influences and special interests;

Whereas in overseeing The Nation’s Report
Card, the Governing Board identifies sub-
jects to be assessed, determines the content
and achievement levels for each assessment,
and approves all assessment questions;

Whereas The Nation’s Report Card is con-
ducted as a representative sample and cur-
rently includes National NAEP assessments
(which assess the performance of students in
grades 4, 8, and 12 in reading, mathematics,
writing, science, U.S. history, geography,
and other subjects), State-by-State assess-
ments (which are administered to students
in grades 4 and 8 to access performance in
reading, mathematics, writing, and science),
Trial Urban District assessments (which re-
port on the achievement of 4th and 8th grade
students in 18 urban school districts that
participate in reading, mathematics, writing
and science assessments), and long-term
trend assessments (which are administered
nationally every 4 years to students ages 9,
13, and 17 to assess performance in reading
and mathematics);

Whereas State participation in NAEP as-
sessments is voluntary with the exception of
reading and mathematics assessments, which
States are required to administer to public
school students in grades 4 and 8 every 2
years in an effort to measure student per-
formance in reading and mathematics;

Whereas all students who participate in
NAEP do so on a voluntary basis and NAEP
is forbidden by law to maintain or report in-
formation on individual students or schools;
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Whereas the Governing Board works to in-
form the public about The Nation’s Report
Card by communicating its results to a wide
range of Americans, including educators, the
media, and elected officials and policy-
makers at the National, State, and local lev-
els; and

Whereas the Governing Board has served
an important role in evaluating the condi-
tion and progress of American education for
20 years: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the National Assessment
Governing Board on its 20th anniversary in
measuring student academic achievement;
and

(2) recognizes past and present members of
the National Assessment Governing Board
for their service to the Nation in improving
elementary and secondary education.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous materials on H. Res.
222 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 222, which recognizes the
20th anniversary of the National As-
sessment Governing Board. The Na-
tional Assessment Governing Board is
a bipartisan, independent Federal
board that sets policy for the National
Assessment of Education Progress, or
NAEP. NAEP assessments are often re-
ferred to as the Nation’s report card
because these tests are the principal
source of data on student achievement
nationwide.

NAEP is a congressionally authorized
project of the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics. The governing board
created by Congress in 1988 is made up
of governors, State legislators, State
and school officials, educators and re-
searchers, all of whom oversee NAEP,
identify subjects to be tested and gov-
ern reporting of test results.

When Congress established the gov-
erning board, we instructed that it be
bipartisan and that it be independent,
and it has lived up to these expecta-
tions and the original vision. The
NAEP assessment has been invaluable
in providing information on the
achievements of students at grades 4, 8,
and 12 in reading, mathematics, writ-
ing, science, U.S. history, geography
and other subjects.

The NAEP State-by-State assess-
ments, which are administered to stu-
dents in grades 4 and 8 in reading,
mathematics, writing and science, have
also been helpful in charting what our
students know and providing informa-
tion for a path forward based on real
results.
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This year, Mr. Speaker, the gov-
erning board commemorates 20 years of
learning and assessment. To mark this
anniversary, the governing board plans
to examine the impact of NAEP over
the past two decades and look ahead to
see how the assessment can continue to
play a vital role in measuring student
achievement in the future.

In order to highlight these priorities,
the board will host a conference to dis-
cuss the achievement gap in college
and work preparedness with education
and policy experts. The governing
board has served an important role in
evaluating the condition and progress
of American education for 20 years.

I thank the governing board for its
outstanding service to the Nation in
improving elementary and secondary
education.

Mr. Speaker, once again I express my
support for the National Assessment
Governing Board, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing their
20th anniversary. I also want to thank
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr.
CASTLE) for bringing this bill to the
floor, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 222, which con-
gratulates the National Assessment
Governing Board on its 20th anniver-
sary in measuring student academic
achievement. Over the last two dec-
ades, the governing board, better
known as NAGB, has served an impor-
tant role in evaluating the condition
and progress of the American public
education system.

The National Assessment Governing
Board was created by Congress in 1988
to set policy for the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress, or
NAEP, which is commonly known as
the Nation’s report card. It was estab-
lished as an independent, bipartisan
board so that the Nation’s assessment
system will be conducted independ-
ently and free from inappropriate in-
fluences and special interests.

The governing board is currently
made up of 26 members, including gov-
ernors, State legislators, local and
State school officials, educators, re-
searchers, business representatives and
members of the general public. In over-
seeing the Nation’s report card, the
governing board identifies subjects to
be assessed, determines the content
and achievement levels for each assess-
ment, and approves all the assessment
questions.

It also works to inform the public
about the Nation’s report card by com-
municating results to a wide range of
Americans, including elected officials
and policymakers at the national,
State and local levels, educators and
the media.

Because of this important work, the
Nation’s report card is one of the most
widely respected assessment tools in
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the country. Federal, State and local
officials rely on NAGB and NAEP to
get an accurate picture of the aca-
demic achievement levels of the Na-
tion’s students.

In 2002, Congress passed the Edu-
cation Sciences Reform Act, which re-
authorized the activities of the gov-
erning board and largely maintained
its independent and bipartisan nature.
While requiring States to take part
every 2 years in its reading and mathe-
matics assessments in grades 4 and 8 in
an effort to measure student perform-
ance, the bill continues the long-stand-
ing practice that State participation in
NAEP assessments are voluntary.

All student who participate in NAEP
do so on a voluntary basis, and NAEP
is forbidden by law to maintain a re-
port or report information on indi-
vidual students or schools. House Reso-
lution 222 congratulates the National
Assessment Governing Board on its
20th anniversary in measuring student
academic achievement and recognizes
the past and present members of the
governing board for their service to the
Nation in improving elementary and
secondary education.

I want to thank my colleague from
Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) for introducing
this resolution. Mr. CASTLE served on
the governing board when he was Gov-
ernor of ‘“The First State,” and I want
to thank him for his service and for his
strong support for ensuring that stu-
dents have access to a high-quality
education in this country.

I am pleased to rise in support of this
important resolution and ask all of my
colleagues to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr.
CASTLE).

Mr. CASTLE. I thank the gentleman
from Kentucky for yielding, and I
would like to thank both of the speak-
ers, Ms. WOOLSEY and the gentleman
from Kentucky, for rationally explain-
ing a program not many people under-
stand.

Mr. Speaker, I did have the oppor-
tunity and the pleasure of serving on
NAGB, the National Assessment Gov-
erning Board, for several years when I
was Governor of Delaware, and it was
not easy work, by the way. I would call
it a pleasure, but it involves a lot of
difficult meetings, discussion of testing
or whatever it may be.

But the bottom line is that they do
put together the National Assessment
of Educational Progress, the NAEP
tests, which are given universally as
far as the States are concerned, in our
country, and are as good a measuring
device as we have to the progress of
education from year to year. Some of
this is quite voluntary, but all States
participate in it in grades 4, 8 through
12, particularly in the reading and the
math areas, and we can determine that
we have done somewhat better, perhaps
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a lot better from year to year, as we
look at these tests.

I can tell you that those 26 people,
who change from time to time and
come from a variety of different back-
grounds, are all very dedicated to the
concept of making this very apolitical,
of making it so that it’s a fair standard
in tests for all those who are going to
take it, and making sure that all the
reporting requirements are met in a
proper way. This goes through the Sec-
retary of Education and is reported by
them, and I think they would do a won-
derful job with this.

This is, to me, a very important
measuring stick. While congratulatory
resolutions may not be the most im-
portant thing we do in the Congress of
the United States, I think recognizing
an entity such as this, which is inde-
pendent of us and independent of the
White House, for all that matters, and
deals with preparing this kind of re-
porting, this kind of background for
the testing, is a very significant thing
to do to make sure that they are being
honored for an achievement which I
think has been very helpful in terms of
dealing with education.

All of us deal with education policy
on a regular basis. We know how im-
portant it is to understand that what
we are doing is perhaps a step, a small
step or a large step in the right direc-
tion, and I think that the NAEP tests
do that.

For that reason I would hope that we
could all support this resolution.
Again, I thank those who spoke on the
floor for their very thorough and excel-
lent explanations of what NAGB does
and what NAEP is all about.

Ms. WOOLSEY. I reserve my time for
closing remarks.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support H. Res. 222,
recognizing the 20th anniversary of the
National Assessment Governing Board,
and I yield back the remainder of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 222.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
[0 1445

RONALD REAGAN CENTENNIAL
COMMISSION ACT

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
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(H.R. 131) to establish the Ronald
Reagan Centennial Commission, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 131

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ronald
Reagan Centennial Commission Act’.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT.

There is established a commission to be
known as the ‘‘Ronald Reagan Centennial
Commission” (in this Act referred to as the
‘“Commission”).

SEC. 3. DUTIES OF COMMISSION.

The Commission shall—

(1) plan, develop, and carry out such activi-
ties as the Commission considers fitting and
proper to honor Ronald Reagan on the occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of his birth;

(2) provide advice and assistance to Fed-
eral, State, and local governmental agencies,
as well as civic groups to carry out activities
to honor Ronald Reagan on the occasion of
the 100th anniversary of his birth;

(3) develop activities that may be carried
out by the Federal Government to determine
whether the activities are fitting and proper
to honor Ronald Reagan on the occasion of
the 100th anniversary of his birth; and

(4) submit to the President and Congress
reports pursuant to section 7.

SEC. 4. MEMBERSHIP.

(a) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mission shall be composed of 11 members as
follows:

(1) The Secretary of the Interior.

(2) Four members appointed by the Presi-
dent after considering the recommendations
of the Board of Trustees of the Ronald
Reagan Foundation.

(3) Two Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

(4) One Member of the House of Represent-
atives appointed by the minority leader of
the House of Representatives.

(5) Two Members of the Senate appointed
by the majority leader of the Senate.

(6) One Member of the Senate appointed by
the minority leader of the Senate.

(b) EX OFFICIO MEMBER.—The Archivist of
the United States shall serve in an ex officio
capacity on the Commission to provide ad-
vice and information to the Commission.

(c) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-
pointed for the life of the Commission.

(d) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—AIll mem-
bers of the Commission shall be appointed
not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion shall—

(1) not affect the powers of the Commis-
sion; and

(2) be filled in the manner in which the
original appointment was made.

(f) RATES OF PAY.—Members shall not re-
ceive compensation for the performance of
their duties on behalf of the Commission.

(g) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of
the Commission shall be reimbursed for trav-
el and per diem in lieu of subsistence ex-
penses during the performance of duties of
the Commission while away from home or
his or her regular place of business, in ac-
cordance with applicable provisions under
subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United
States Code.

(h) QUORUM.—A majority of the members
of the Commission shall constitute a quorum
to conduct business, but two or more mem-
bers may hold hearings.
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(i) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of the
Commission shall be elected by a majority
vote of the members of the Commission.

SEC. 5. DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF COMMISSION.

(a) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.—The Commission
shall appoint an executive director and such
other additional personnel as are necessary
to enable the Commission to perform its du-
ties.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CIVIL SERV-
ICE LAWS.—The executive director and staff
of the Commission may be appointed without
regard to the provisions of title 5, United
States Code, governing appointments in the
competitive service, and may be paid with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title re-
lating to classification and General Schedule
pay rates, except that the rate of pay for the
executive director and other staff may not
exceed the rate payable for level V of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule under section 5316 of such
title.

(c) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—Upon
request of the Commission, the Secretary of
the Interior or the Archivist of the United
States may detail, on a reimbursable basis,
any of the personnel of that department or
agency to the Commission to assist it in car-
rying out its duties under this Act.

(d) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Com-
mission may procure such temporary and
intermittent services as are necessary to en-
able the Commission to perform its duties.

(e) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title
31, United States Code, the Commission may
accept and use voluntary and uncompensated
services as the Commission determines nec-
essary.

SEC. 6. POWERS OF COMMISSION.

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may, for
the purpose of carrying out this Act, hold
hearings, sit and act at times and places,
take testimony, and receive evidence as the
Commission considers appropriate.

(b) MAILS.—The Commission may use the
United States mails in the same manner and
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States.

(c) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Com-
mission may secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States in-
formation necessary to enable it to carry out
its duties under this Act. Upon request of the
chairperson of the Commission, the head of
that department or agency shall furnish that
information to the Commission.

(d) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, DEVISES.—The Com-
mission may solicit, accept, use, and dispose
of gifts, bequests, or devises of money, serv-
ices, or property, both real and personal, for
the purpose of aiding or facilitating its work.

(e) AVAILABLE SPACE.—Upon the request of
the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall make available nation-
wide to the Commission, at a normal rental
rate for Federal agencies, such assistance
and facilities as may be necessary for the
Commission to carry out its duties under
this Act.

(f) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission
may enter into contracts with and com-
pensate government and private agencies or
persons to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this Act.

SEC. 7. REPORTS.

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Commission
shall submit to the President and the Con-
gress annual reports on the revenue and ex-
penditures of the Commission, including a
list of each gift, bequest, or devise to the
Commission with a value of more than $250,
together with the identity of the donor of
each gift, bequest, or devise.

(b) INTERIM REPORTS.—The Commission
may submit to the President and Congress
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interim reports as the Commission considers
appropriate.

(c) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than April 30,
2011, the Commission shall submit a final re-
port to the President and the Congress con-
taining—

(1) a summary of the activities of the Com-
mission;

(2) a final accounting of funds received and
expended by the Commission; and

(3) the findings, conclusions, and final rec-
ommendations of the Commission.

SEC. 8. TERMINATION.

The Commission may terminate on such
date as the Commission may determine after
it submits its final report pursuant to sec-
tion 7(c), but not later than May 30, 2011.

SEC. 9. ANNUAL AUDIT.

The Inspector General of the Department
of the Interior may perform an audit of the
Commission, shall make the results of any
audit performed available to the public, and
shall transmit such results to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate.

SEC. 10. PROHIBITION ON OBLIGATION OF FED-
ERAL FUNDS.

No Federal funds may be obligated to carry
out this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALTMIRE). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
LYNCH) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ISsA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, as a mat-
ter of courtesy, I would like to offer
the opportunity to address the House
first to my colleague, the gentleman
from California (Mr. ISSA).

Mr. ISSA. I thank the gentleman. In
the same vein, I yield such time as he
may consume to the author of the bill,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GALLEGLY).

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 131, the
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission
Act. To prepare for the upcoming anni-
versary of his 100th birthday on Feb-
ruary 6, 2011, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. FOSTER,
and I, along with over 130 cosponsors
from both parties, introduced this leg-
islation creating the Ronald Reagan
Centennial Commission to pay tribute
to our 40th President.

This 1l1-member bipartisan commis-
sion is similar to others created for
Presidents Abraham Lincoln, Theodore
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Harry Truman, and Dwight Eisen-
hower. This commission will develop
plans and memorials to honor Presi-
dent Reagan. These events can take
place all over the country, from here in
Washington, to his birthplace in Illi-
nois, to California, where he lived most
of his life.
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As a fellow Californian, I had the
great privilege of spending time with
him when I first came to the House of
Representatives in 1986, and his Presi-
dential Library and burial place are
not far from my very own home in
Simi Valley.

“The Great Communicator’” spoke
for the American people, capturing the
hearts of small-town citizens and world
leaders alike. His remarkable career in
public service spanned over 50 years. It
began as a student leader and sports
broadcaster in Illinois and Iowa, and
then in Hollywood as an actor and
long-time president of the Screen Ac-
tors Guild.

California enjoyed an economic re-
surgence during his term as Governor
and, as President of United States, his
legacy 1is extraordinary. In 8 short
years as President, Ronald Reagan pre-
sided over the international changes
and ushered in unparalleled peace and
prosperity—not only for our Nation,
but, Mr. Speaker, for the entire world.

I want to thank Chairman TOWNS and
Ranking Member ISSA, along with their
respective staffs, for their assistance in
helping put this bill together. I also
want to express my appreciation to the
Speaker, majority leader, and minority
leader on our side for their help in
bringing the bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join with me in supporting H.R. 131.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve.

Mr. ISSA. I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans often talk
of Ronald Reagan with a special rev-
erence, but I believe that honoring his
life in this centennial year of 2011 is
much more about honoring the dif-
ference that Presidents can make,
whether it was James Madison, Thom-
as Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Teddy
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt—even Eleanor Roosevelt—or
Harry Truman.

We have repeatedly honored Presi-
dents after their term, after their life,
because it reminds Americans that in
fact we are a country that is both a de-
mocracy and a led-by-an-executive
form of government. We don’t have a
parliamentary form of government. We
have a strong, perhaps the strongest,
Presidential form of government.

We hope today that President Obama
will some day have a commission that,
in fact, the impact of his life at this
very troubled time will be every bit as
great as the impact was for Ronald
Reagan, who came to office in what
could have been the continued era of
the Cold War and, instead, he helped
end it.

The commission that is being formed,
if we pass this here today and the Sen-
ate confirms, will be composed of Mem-
bers of Congress and individuals who
have knowledge and expertise con-
cerning the life of President Reagan,
including childhood friends, career in-
dividuals in Hollywood who knew him
well and, of course, some Members of
Congress.
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2011 will be a fitting time. We will be
halfway through this President’s time.
We will be well into a recovery that we
all trust and hope for today. And we
will be talking about the hope for the
future. This will help America focus on
the fact that hope for the future, and
hard work, whether it was in the
Reagan administration or the Obama
administration, is part of what each
President brings when they address
America, lead America, and in fact in-
fluence the direction of this Congress.

So, with that, I urge strong support
for this bipartisan bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 131, the Ronald
Reagan Centennial Commission Act,
creates a Federal commission to honor
and celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Ronald Reagan. The meas-
ure has been properly vetted and
amended accordingly by the House
Oversight Committee and is nearly
identical to the bill approved by the
House in the last Congress. However, in
line with calls for a more fiscally re-
sponsible government, the only real
change to this year’s bill is the inclu-
sion of amending language to prevent
the expenditure of Federal funds to
carry out the work of the commission.

Ronald Reagan was born in Illinois in
1911. He later moved to California,
where he became a successful Holly-
wood actor and later the president of
the Screen Actors Guild. On the screen,
he was best known for portraying
George Gipp, a famous player who, on
his deathbed, famously urged his team-
mates to ‘‘go out there with all they’ve
got and win just one for the Gipper.”
President Reagan would carry the
nickname Gipper and the boundless op-
timism that he epitomized in that
quote for the remainder of his life.

After serving two terms as the 33rd
Governor of the State of California, in
January, 1981, Ronald Reagan was
sworn in as our Nation’s 40th Presi-
dent. As we are all aware, Mr. Reagan
would hold and serve as the Com-
mander in Chief of our country for two
terms, between 1980-1988.

Known as the ‘“Great Communi-
cator,” President Reagan spoke ably
and directly to the American people
about the pressing issues of his time.
He positioned the United States as a
strong counterpoint and a beacon of
freedom and hope in the face of an op-
pressive Soviet Communist regime.
Whether urging Premier Gorbachev to
“Tear down this wall,”” or declaring it
“Morning in America,” President
Reagan, through his words and deeds,
embodied the eternal optimism that is
at the core of our American spirit.

Early in his Presidency, President
Reagan is said to have remarked that,
“What I'd really like to do is to go
down in history as the President who
caused the American people to believe
in themselves again.”
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Mr. Speaker, I am sure that most
people will agree that President Rea-
gan’s optimism in the face of great dif-
ficulty has great relevance today, as
they are in harmony with President
Obama’s current message of hope and
renewal for our country in the midst of
our current challenges.

I am confident that upon enactment
of H.R. 131, the Ronald Reagan Centen-
nial Commission will be able to find
ways to respectfully and appropriately
honor and pay tribute to the accom-
plishments of one of America’s recent
and notable leaders, the l