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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 13, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F.
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes.

————

A NEW DIRECTION FOR AMERICA’S
ECONOMIC FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I
congratulate the President-elect on
being in touch with the American peo-
ple in understanding the pain on Wall
Street, of job losses, of foreclosures,
and of the sense of urgency. I share the
sense of urgency he brings to this issue
and the idea that we need a significant
new investment—stimulus, whatever
you want to call it—in America to turn
things around. That’s the good news.

The bad news is I don’t believe he is
well served by his economic advisers.

These are your typical pointy-headed,
academic economists who think that
what we need is to return to a specula-
tive, consumer-driven society, not a
wealth-oriented, production-driven so-
ciety with a strong foundation. They
want instant gratification with five
times as much in tax cuts as invest-
ment in infrastructure in this country,
a country with a $1.6 trillion infra-
structure deficit—a crumbling water
system, sewer systems, roads, bridges.

One hundred sixty thousand bridges
in this country on the National High-
way System, let alone the local, are
structurally deficient or are function-
ally obsolete. Our transit systems are
operating with obsolescent or obsolete
equipment. Now, the investments in
these areas aren’t all shovel-ready.
They’re going to drop this shovel-ready
60 days, going to be done in 18 months.
We are in deep trouble in this country,
and rebuilding the foundation and the
underpinnings of this economy is going
to be critical toward a long-term re-
covery effort. When you invest in these
things, you put people to work. These
are much better than tax cuts.

Now, you don’t have to take it from
me. Yes, he has his economic advisers—
Mr. Summers and others—but I would
rather take advice from Paul Krugman,
who just got the Nobel Prize for Eco-
nomics.

He says, ‘“And bear in mind that even
a project that delivers its main punch
in, say, 2011 can provide significant
economic support in earlier years. If
Mr. Obama drops the ‘jump-start’ met-
aphor, if he accepts the reality that we
need a multi-year program rather than
a short burst of activity, he can create
a lot more jobs through government in-
vestment even in the near term.”

He goes on to say, ‘“‘So my advice to
the Obama team is to scrap the busi-
ness tax cuts and, more important, to
deal with the threat of doing too little
by doing more, and the way to do more
is to stop talking about jump-starts

and look more broadly at the possibili-
ties for government investment.”’

How about a national high-speed rail
network? That would take decades. It
would cost hundreds of billions of dol-
lars, but it would build a future for
America. The emergencies would be
built here. The cars would be built
here. The tracks would be built here.
It’s so much more fuel-efficient than
our current modes of transportation.
How about our existing transit sys-
tem—the 12,000 obsolete buses or the
need for new streetcar systems? These
projects, yes, can’t be going in 60 or in
90 days. Well, a few of them actually
can. In fact, we have a list on the
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee from both local and State
and national groups that totals a cou-
ple hundred billion dollars. Yet Mr.
Summers poo-poos the idea that there
is an adequate amount of investment
that can be begun and made in the
short term, and he’d rather send it out
in checks of about $8 per pay period to
Americans.

I don’t think the people I represent
believe that, if they get an extra $8
take home that that’s building a
strong, new foundation, giving them
confidence in the future of this econ-
omy, and I certainly don’t believe that
banks should be able to recapture taxes
they paid in the past because they’ve
speculated themselves to the verge of
insolvency, taking money from the
taxpayers that they won’t tell us how
they’ve billed. Now they want to get a
look-back on their taxes. That’s not
going to put one single person to work.
It might give some CEO yet another
bonus, but it’s not going to put any-
body to work.

Let’s have a much more realistic,
concrete, if you will, investment in
America’s future rather than more of
the same. The huge amount of tax cuts
in this proposal sound a little bit too
much like the George Bush trickle-
down economy. It’s time for a new di-
rection to rebuild the foundations of
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this country, and I urge the President-
elect to bring in his economic advisers
for a little chat and, perhaps, to reori-
ent their thinking.

———

THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION SUP-
PORTS COOPER-WOLF SAFE COM-
MISSION IN STIMULUS LEGISLA-
TION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 56 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I come
to the floor today to raise the issue of
the dire financial situation facing our
country.

We must come together to face the
reality that America is living on bor-
rowed dollars to the tune of $11 trillion
in debt and $54 trillion, soon to go
higher, in unfunded liabilities with en-
titlements. We must offer a bipartisan
solution to these long-term financial
challenges.

In recent days, there have been calls
to consider the long-term budget con-
trols in tandem with any economic
stimulus package offered. The re-
spected Heritage Foundation released a
report last Friday, entitled ‘‘Stimulus
Legislation Must Include Budget Re-
forms to Address Long-term Chal-
lenges.”

The report offered support for budget
control mechanisms that would be set
up through the Cooper-Wolf SAFE
Commission legislation in the House
and the Bipartisan Task Force for Re-
sponsible Fiscal Action effort proposed
by Budget Chairman KENT CONRAD and
Ranking Member, Senator JUDD
GREGG, in the Senate.

The Heritage publication, which I
submit for the record, notes that SAFE
“would have the advantage of a two-
step process. Its first phase would be a
series of nationwide public hearings to
talk frankly about the long-term fiscal
problems and the tough options for fix-
ing it and build public support for con-
gressional action on a broad plan of ac-
tion.”

As our colleagues may recall, the
SAFE process would culminate in leg-
islative recommendations to Congress,
and like the BRAC process for closing
bases, Congress would be required to
vote up or down on the plan.

I know there have been questions
raised about incorporating long-term
budget controls in a short-term stim-
ulus aimed primarily at job creation,
but I would argue—and many would
argue—that the time is now here to
begin to confront the underlying prob-
lem of autopilot spending. I don’t know
about other Members, but my constitu-
ents continue to share their frustration
with Congress’ seeming to know only
how to spend money with no regard for
the future.

We need to listen to the American
people and show them that we can lead
and that we can make the difficult
choices. The longer we wait and the
more consuming entitlement program
spending becomes, the more draconian
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our choices will be. We are mortgaging
the future for our children and grand-
children. The bottom line is we cannot
deal with the short-term financial
problems without thinking about and
dealing with the long-term solutions.

The SAFE Commission is not a new
idea. Over 110 Members of Congress co-
sponsored the legislation in the last
year. The Heritage Foundation, the
Brookings Institution and the Concord
Coalition all helped draft the bill.

Jim Cooper and I joined bipartisan
forces in the last Congress, and SAFE
has continued to garner support from
other leading voices, including the
business community—the Virginia and
Tennessee Chambers of Commerce, the
Business Roundtable and the National
Federation of Independent Business.

We all know that it will take all of
the political courage that we can mus-
ter to reject the partisan and special
interest demands and to do what is
best for the country. If other Members
have a better bipartisan idea that can
pass the House, they should be intro-
ducing it, and it should be included in
the stimulus package.

Not acting on this issue is effectively
supporting either the ‘‘do nothing
plan’ or the ‘“‘maybe this problem will
fix itself plan’ or the ‘‘let’s just bury
our heads in the sand plan,” but the
numbers don’t lie. The Nation’s future
outlook is sobering. Just in the short
term, CBO projects that the Federal
budget deficit for this fiscal year alone,
which started in October, will balloon
to $1.2 trillion and perhaps higher.

We offered this SAFE idea as an
amendment to the FY09 Financial
Services spending bill last June. Unfor-
tunately, we came up one vote short of
passage. Congressman ALLEN BOYD, the
founding member of the Blue Dog Coa-
lition, spoke eloquently from his heart
in support of the amendment, asking
us to envision ourselves 20 years from
now, sitting on the front porch and
telling our grandchildren about the
days we served in Congress.

What will we tell our grandchildren—
that we looked the other way, knowing
that out-of-control entitlement spend-
ing would threaten the living standards
of future generations?

The stakes for the country’s future
may have never been so high. This is
clearly an economic issue, but it is also
a moral and a generational issue. Abra-
ham Lincoln once said, ‘“You cannot
escape the responsibility of tomorrow
by evading it today.” I believe the
moral component of this issue goes to
the heart of who we are as Americans.

This is not a Republican issue or a
Democrat issue. It is an American
issue. If we can’t find a way to come
together on this fundamental issue, I
will have serious questions about our
ability to find bipartisan solutions that
will work for the good of the country.

I am asking our colleagues today to
come together, to know that while we
served in Congress we did everything
we could in our power to provide the
kind of security and way of life for our
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children and for our grandchildren that
our parents and grandparents worked
so hard to provide for us.

This challenge, too, goes out to the
leadership in Congress and to the soon-
to-be Obama administration to make
this a truly bipartisan effort. Put the
SAFE Commission process in the stim-
ulus package and on the fast track to
enactment.

I have never been more committed to
an issue and to helping to find bipar-
tisan solutions to address our long-
term financial sustainability of this
country. The American people expect
nothing less.

[From the Heritage Foundation, Jan. 9, 2009]
STIMULUS LEGISLATION MUST INCLUDE BUDG-
ET REFORMS TO ADDRESS LONG-TERM CHAL-

LENGES

(By Alison Acosta Fraser)

Congress and President-elect Barack
Obama have set their sights on a massive
economic stimulus bill crammed full of
spending projects intended to ‘‘jolt” the
economy into recovery. By some counts this
package may reach $1 trillion, or nearly 85
percent of the total of all budget bills passed
last year.!

This is not the way to spur economic re-
covery. But even if it were, Obama already
recognizes he faces a difficult challenge: how
to keep the stimulus focused on short-term
deficit spending and avoid a huge, long-term
expansion of the federal government—and
with it a dramatic increase in the stagger-
ingly large unfunded obligations due mainly
to Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.
To deal with that challenge, Obama should
work with fiscally responsible Members of
Congress to include four key budget reforms
in any stimulus legislation:

1. Put long-term obligations from Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid front and
center in the budget process;

2. Establish a bipartisan congressional
commission to develop a package of long-
term reforms for entitlements;

3. Establish equitable policies for assessing
and enforcing spending and revenues changes
in the budget; and

4. Create a long-term budget for entitle-
ment spending.

Spending and Deficits Hit New Records.
Federal spending is projected to top 25 per-
cent of GDP in 2009, according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBE), the highest
it has been since World War II, and that is
before any stimulus legislation. The deficit
is projected to reach $1.2 trillion by the end
of this year, and any stimulus would likely
push the deficit to more than $1.6 trillion.

Similar large deficits are projected to con-
tinue into the future.2 Such deficits are a
loud alarm to which policymakers must lis-
ten: Federal spending is out of control. But
even they ignore the deeper fiscal problems
of Social Security and Medicare. These pro-
grams together, not even counting Medicaid,
have an unfunded obligation that is equiva-
lent to a mortgage of $43 trillion.3 Future
generations will be forced to pay for those
obligations through higher taxes unless the
programs are modernized.

Budget Restraint. While making the case
for his massive short-term stimulus pro-
posal. President-elect Obama acknowledged
the threat entitlements pose to the econ-
omy, noting, ‘“‘If we do nothing, then we will
continue to see red ink as far as the eye can
see.” He called budget reform ‘‘an absolute
necessity,” and he has pledged to confront
the problems from Social Security and Medi-
care in his budget.

Budget writers in Congress are also
alarmed. Senate Budget Committee Chair-
man Kent Conrad (D-ND), called the deficit
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‘“‘jaw dropping,” and House Budget Com-
mittee Chairman Jack Spratt (D-SC) was
suffering ‘‘sticker shock.”4 They and their
ranking member counterparts have encour-
aged lawmakers to tackle the long-term
budget problems posed by these entitlement
programs. Conrad and Senator Judd Gregg
(R-NH) have urged Congress to link the
stimulus with action to address the long-
term budget crisis.?

If President-elect Ohama is serious about
fiscal responsibility, he and responsible
Members of Congress must insist on budget
reforms to prevent further deterioration of
an already alarming long-term budget prob-
lem and require action to tackle these chal-
lenges directly. To that end, he and respon-
sible lawmakers should insist on these four
key budget reform measures being included
in any stimulus package:

1. Put long-term obligations from Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid front and
center in the budget process, with an up-or-
down vote on any budget that will increase
debts on future generations. Such a measure
could easily be incorporated into the annual
budget resolution. This would provide a more
accurate and transparent assessment of the
federal government’s commitments and pro-
vide all Americans with a vivid picture of
the problem. All major policy changes
should be scored over the long term to indi-
cate what impact they would have on the
total unfunded obligations of the govern-
ment. That would provide lawmakers and
the public with a better understanding of the
true long-term costs of new legislation. And
to put Members on record on their attitude
to burdening our children and grandchildren,
they should have to vote during the annual
budget process if the proposed budget will in-
crease long-term obligations.6

2. Enact a bipartisan congressional com-
mission to develop a package of long-term
reforms that will make these programs af-
fordable. Bipartisan legislation to imple-
ment this type of commission was intro-
duced in the previous Congress: the SAFE
Act (H.R. 3654), co-sponsored by Representa-
tives Jim Cooper (D-TN) and Frank Wolf (R—
VA), and the Bipartisan Task Force for Re-
sponsible Fiscal Action Act (S. 2063), co-
sponsored by Conrad and Gregg. Under both
bills, a commission would craft detailed rec-
ommendations for a fast-track vote in Con-
gress. The SAFE Act would have the added
advantage of a two-step process. Its first
phase would be a series of nationwide public
hearings to talk frankly about the long-term
fiscal problem and the tough options for fix-
ing it and to build public support for con-
gressional action on a broad plan of action.”

3. Establish equitable policies for assessing
and enforcing spending and revenues changes
in the budget. Any budget enforcement
mechanism is based on changes in projected
spending and revenues. The CBO projects a
spending baseline by assuming that all the
laws authorizing spending—such as the high-
way or farm programs, or even appropria-
tions—will be extended year after year and
spending levels will continue even if they ex-
pire regularly under existing law. But when
it comes to taxes, the CBO’s baseline is cur-
rent statute, and any rates reductions, de-
ductions, credits. etc., that arc scheduled to
expire are assumed to do so. The lopsided re-
sult is that spending is given a free ride
under the baseline while any reduction in
the growth of taxes is assumed to be tem-

porary
This skewed baseline means current
“PAYGO” rules are biased toward tax in-

creases. Thus, for any enforcement mecha-
nism to be considered fair and to be effec-
tive, it must be based on the same baseline
treatment for both spending and revenues.
Indeed, Obama’s own advisors have already
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criticized this lopsided policy treatment,
which stacks the deck in favor of higher
spending and higher taxes.8

4. Create a long-term budget for entitle-
ment spending. Unlike ‘‘discretionary’ pro-
grams such as defense and education, ‘‘man-
datory’ entitlement programs like Medicare
and Social Security are not budgeted annu-
ally. Entitlement spending grows on auto-
pilot, in conjunction with the programs’ reg-
ulatory framework, so there is not an open
or transparent consideration of priorities or
budgetary trade-offs. And since spending lev-
els are simply the product of individuals
using their entitlement, there is in a sense
no budget just a projection of likely total
costs. And as they grow unchecked, these en-
titlements crowd out other programs and
priorities.

This must change, by constraining entitle-
ment programs with a real budget. To be
sure, retirement programs require longer
time horizons and planning than typical dis-
cretionary programs so that beneficiaries
will not face unexpected annual changes in
benefits. Therefore, Congress should create a
long-term framework for a constrained enti-
tlement budget that would be periodically
evaluated to ensure that these programs are
sustainable and affordable over the long
term. This could be done by creating a long-
term budget window—for example, 30 years.
All spending would be reviewed every five
years, and the commission could recommend
measures for Congress to ensure that the
programs live within this budget frame-
work.?

There are many reasons to be concerned
over the unprecedented stimulus spending
now being proposed, including the ineffec-
tiveness of Keynesian pump priming, the per-
ils of such an immense hike in government
spending, and the creation of new permanent
government programs. With the first baby
boomers recently retiring, America is experi-
encing the first waves of the entitlement
tsunami. The stimulus legislation could set
the stage for a permanent sea of red ink and
an even larger tsunami of debt. Substantive
budget reforms are needed to prevent such a
scenario from occurring.

Truly Serious? If President-elect Obama
insists on a massive spending bill, he must
ensure it does not result in huge permanent
new government programs and thus poten-
tially trillions of dollars in new burdens on
our children and grandchildren. He must
demonstrate his commitment to tackle the
long-term entitlement challenges by work-
ing with Members of Congress to build sound
budget process reform measures into the
stimulus legislation. If he does not do so, the
young Americans who voted for him should
question how serious he is about protecting
their financial future.
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THE NEW FRONTIER OF THE 21ST
CENTURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, last
week, the 111th Congress was convened,
and we started by electing our Speak-
er, the Honorable NANCY PELOSI, for a
second term of Speaker of the House.

The 111th Congress has much poten-
tial, much of it because the 107th, 108th
and 109th Congresses failed as a Repub-
lican majority, and a Republican Presi-
dent let the free market dictate how
our economy responded to economic
pressures, and as a result, we have had
the greatest economic catastrophe
since the Great Depression.

Those Congresses—the 107th, 108th
and 109th—allowed the Republican
President, on faith, to take us into a
war that has cost us 4,000 American
lives, over 30,000 casualties and over a
half trillion dollars that has robbed our
citizens and our cities, Madam Speak-
er, of monies needed for health care,
education and infrastructure.

The 110th Congress saw a Democratic
majority come here, and it had an op-
portunity to pass legislation, some of
which was approved by the President,
was signed by the President or his veto
was overridden. However, the President
did veto several of our bills, including
a children’s health care plan, which
we’ll work on this week. We were un-
able to stop the hemorrhaging of our
economy and of our young people’s
lives in the Middle East.

In both the election of a new Presi-
dent and in the 111th Congress’s oppor-
tunity to work with President-elect
Obama, I believe this Congress will be
viewed as one of the most historic Con-
gresses in the history of our country.
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We have the opportunity to restore
America’s proper place in the world
community as a nation that others see
as a good and giving and intelligent
country that shares the power of its
ideas rather than the idea of its power,
as President Clinton said, one that
works in a multinational fashion to
work with other countries to solve the
problems around the globe.

I have great confidence that Sec-
retary of State CLINTON will see to it
that women’s issues, children’s issues
and health care issues will be dealt
with by the United States as a leader
around the globe and that people will
see us as a friend and not a foe, as
someone to be respected and not
feared.

Nevertheless, the military is always
necessary for those who are incapable
of seeing peace as the ultimate purpose
in our time on Earth, and we will see
to it that our military is effectively
maintained.

Climate change threatens the very
Earth we inhabit, and the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee,
under the leadership of Representative
Chairman JAMES OBERSTAR, will see to
it that we address issues of importance
that maintain the Earth as we know it,
the flora and fauna as God has given
them to us, and see that future genera-
tions aren’t impacted as greatly as
they would be.

The past Congresses did not deal with
global warming. They did not sign the
Kyoto Accord—the President did not—
and they leave us with a problem there.
So we’ve got a problem with the world
community, a problem with the econ-
omy, a problem with the environ-
mental standards that we need to
adopt. Much to be done. It has all
begun, but most of it won’t really get
into full swing until after the inau-
guration of January 20.

Madam Speaker, I urge every school
system and every citizen to watch the
inauguration of our next President on
January 20. Allow students to watch
that inauguration. Hopefully, it will
instill in them the same spirit about
government and the same hope that I
had on January 20, 1961 when I watched
John Kennedy take the oath of office.

John Kennedy gave my generation
the belief that politics could be an hon-
orable profession and that government
could be a useful tool in seeing our
country and our world as a better
place. To a goodly extent, I think we’ve
lost that hope that the new frontier
brought some 40-some-odd years ago.

With the election of Barack Obama,
hope again exists to the American peo-
ple’s hearts and minds. I expect his
oratory to embody the spirit of Amer-
ica—a spirit of working together and a
spirit of change that is for the better-
ment of this country and for the world.
I hope everybody watches.

Please encourage your children to
watch and to allow them to be inspired,
for if they are, we’ll have a generation
that will participate, that will vote and
that will see to it that we have a better
tomorrow.
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Madam Speaker, I am proud to serve
in this Congress. I am very proud to
serve with Speaker PELOSI. I am
blessed to have the opportunity to
serve with the new frontier of the 21st
century, Barack Obama.

Thank you very much.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
ZACHARY COOK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask unanimous
consent that the Chair consider recog-
nizing the gentleman from Texas first
and then recognize me.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will do that as a matter of rec-
ognition.

Mr. SHERMAN. Thank you.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas may proceed for 5
minutes.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Madam
Speaker, today I rise to honor the
memory of Zachary Cook, a 22-year-old
Army officer and a 2008 graduate of
Texas A&M University and its Corps of
Cadets. Zachary died tragically yester-
day in an Army helicopter crash on the
A&M campus in College Station, Texas,
in my district during Rudder’s Rangers
annual winter field training. His loss
brings a great sadness to his family
and friends, the extended Texas A&M
family, the Army, and to all of us de-
prived of this patriotic citizen who was
dedicated to serving our great Nation
in uniform. Zachary dreamed of flying
Army helicopters and was thrilled to
have received his recent Army commis-
sion. He was revered as a true friend to
others, someone who truly inspired and
mentored his friends.

Madam Speaker, I believe the fami-
lies and loved ones of our servicemen
and women are truly the unsung heroes
and heroines in our Nation’s defense,
and that is why I want to express my
regret and respect to the family of Mr.
Cook. A grateful Nation owes them a
deep debt of gratitude, and our
thoughts and prayers are with them
during this difficult time. I hope they
take comfort in knowing that the spir-
it of service demonstrated by their
loved one will touch and inspire the
lives of others long after we are all
gone from this Earth.

Our thoughts and prayers are also
with the four Texas National Guard
members who were seriously injured in
the crash. We pray for their speedy re-
covery.

We humbly recognize that we can
never repay fully Zachary or his family
for their loss, but I hope that his fam-
ily will know our Nation will never for-
get their sacrifice.

May God bless the spirit of Zachary
Cook and keep him lovingly in His
arms.

———

BAILOUT BILL IS BACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

January 13, 2009

California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, the $700 billion
bankers’ bailout bill is back. Many of
my colleagues didn’t enjoy voting on it
twice last year, but it is back. It is
back with two votes—one vote this
week, one vote next week. This week,
we will vote on Chairman FRANK’s bill
(H.R. 384) to improve the TARP legisla-
tion, the $700 billion bill. I believe that
Chairman FRANK’s bill is a step in the
right direction but insufficient. Then
on Friday, the Senate is expected to
take up a resolution of disapproval. As
you remember, the bill we passed last
year, TARP, says that the executive
branch gets the last $350 billion as soon
as they ask for it, or 15 days after they
ask for it, unless both the House and
Senate pass a resolution of disapproval,
and it provides for expedited consider-
ation of such a resolution.

So next Friday, January 16th, the
Senate is expected to vote on a resolu-
tion of disapproval. Then on the fol-
lowing Wednesday, January 21, we will
vote on a resolution of disapproval.
Such a resolution would be effective
only in the unusual circumstance that
it passes both Houses of Congress, and
even then it is subject to a possible
Presidential veto. Still, this House
must carry out its responsibilities.

This week, hopefully the Rules Com-
mittee will allow us to consider amend-
ments to strengthen Chairman FRANK’S
bill. And next week we have to vote on
releasing the second $350 billion. When
we vote next week, we will at that
point have before us just the existing
statute passed last year, because even
if Chairman FRANK'’s bill passes, even if
it is made much stronger than it is
now, it will be languishing in the Sen-
ate next week, and we in the House will
have no idea whether it will ever be-
come law. So when we vote to release
the second $350 billion, we’re basically
voting again for the TARP bill, except
for three differences.

First, we know a lot more now than
we knew then. Second, the unprece-
dented transfer of money and power to
the administration will be to the new
administration in which many of us
have far greater faith. And, finally, we
will hopefully have before us a letter
from the incoming administration indi-
cating how they will use the enormous
power and discretion conveyed by the
existing TARP statute.

It is my hope that such a letter be
explicit, be unequivocal, and be com-
prehensive. Explicit, so that we know
exactly what they’re going to do and
what rules they’re going to live by. Un-
equivocal, hopefully signed by the
President, and a clear statement of the
rules the administration will live by,
not just a statement of principles or
present intentions. And, finally, com-
prehensive. It should deal with the con-
cerns that we all have, or that so many
of us have, about the existing TARP
legislation.

Chairman FRANK’s bill will deal with
transparency and deal with home fore-
closures. And my hope is that since
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Chairman FRANK’s bill won’t be law
next week, that the President-elect’s
letter will address those issues explic-
itly and unequivocally. Chairman
FRANK’s bill calls for us to get 15 per-
cent warrants when we make invest-
ments in banks. I am pleased to report
that after discussions with the Chair-
man and his staff, he is going to make
it clear in his bill, and I hope it is clear
in any letter we get from the Obama
administration, that 15 percent is a
floor, not a ceiling, and that the Treas-
ury should be obligated to work to get
us all the warrants that we deserve as
taxpayers for the risks that we are tak-
ing. The taxpayers should be fully com-
pensated for the enormous risks we
take when we invest in troubled Wall
Street firms.

Now I am going to offer an amend-
ment to Chairman FRANK’s bill to state
that while a company is holding our
TARP money, they should not pay a
penny in dividends and they should not
purchase any of their own stock back
from their existing shareholders. If the
company has extra money, give the
taxpayers our money back. Don’t give
it to your shareholders.

We do have a letter from Larry Sum-
mers, who will be playing a key role in
the White House, saying, and I don’t
know if this is intended to be binding
on the incoming administration, that
they would favor strict limits on divi-
dends and modest limits on stock re-
purchases, but we need stronger protec-
tions for the taxpayers.

I hope very much that we are able to
work on this issue and other taxpayer
protections.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 55
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

—
7 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LARSEN of Washington)
at 2 p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

The Earth may seem hardened, but
this is the time for Congress to be
planting. Lord, is it too early? Too cold
with indifference? Still too dark due to
the lack of sunlight?

Though ‘‘a term’ speaks of ending,
now we are just beginning. Lord, help
Congress determine what is in most
need of attention, the crusted Earth
held by winter or the seedlings of
promise?

Guide us and protect us, Lord, that
the timing may be right and we know
how to foster the new growth.
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As the world looks on, more hungry
than envious, the Nation needs a rich
harvest. So, Lord, let Congress be
about planting with crafty hands and
heartfelt trust. You will give the in-
crease.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS AT GAZA

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Most Americans are
unaware that 50 percent of the popu-
lation of Gaza is under 14 years of age.
According to the U.N., 292 Gazan chil-
dren have been Kkilled in the war, and
1,497 children have been injured.

In the past few days, many Gazan
children’s hospitals and clinics have
been attacked, damaged by artillery
fire from the Israeli defense forces.
Fifty thousand children are expected to
be displaced from their homes. Accord-
ing to the U.N., food for infants and
malnourished children is not available,
one-third of Gaza has no water, and
most of Gaza has no electricity.

This is a humanitarian crisis of the
highest magnitude. We cannot avert
our eyes without staining our souls. It
is time for Congress to recognize the
humanitarian crisis at Gaza. Hamas’
rocket fire is wrong. Israel’s response
has created a humanitarian disaster.

Israel is using U.S.-provided F-16
jets, Apache helicopters and white
phosphorous against the people of
Gaza. This imposes upon this Congress
a moral obligation to speak out. We
cannot be effective in promoting peace
unless we recognize the scale of the
suffering of the children of Gaza and
take nonviolent steps to remedy the
situation.

———

LONE STAR VOICE—DANIEL WOLF

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
bring you news from the people. Boy
Scout Daniel Wolf of Spring, Texas,
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wrote me the following about our eco-
nomic crisis.

“I am concerned about my genera-
tion paying for the mistakes that the
government is making. It’s just not
fair. It’s kind of like you and a friend
are doing a project together and he
doesn’t want to do his part, so you end
up doing all the work. The government
is bailing out Wall Street, banks, mort-
gages, the car industry, and also in-
creasing spending and putting our
country into more debt and the next
generation is going to have to pay for
it.

“The government needs to lower
taxes and quit spending so much. I
think that people should spend the
money they earn the way they want to
and not have the government do it for
them.”

Mr. Speaker, those who say the gov-
ernment needs to take money from
some citizens and give it to certain
special interest groups to stimulate the
economy are wrong.

As Boy Scout Daniel says, ‘‘that’s
not fair,” and I agree. This massive
government money grab and redis-
tribution of somebody else’s income is
going to cause more problems during
this economic crisis. But as it has been
said, ‘‘if you think the problems gov-
ernment creates are bad, just wait
until you see the government’s solu-
tions.”

And that’s just the way it is.

———

NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH

(Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in honoring the contributions
of mentors as we celebrate National
Mentoring Month.

I want to recognize mentoring pro-
grams across America that are dedi-
cated to encouraging all aspects of stu-
dent development. I believe mentoring
is an essential tool in cultivating a
child’s emotional and behavior devel-
opment, and I strongly support these
programs.

I would also like to congratulate an
exemplary program in my district that
is celebrating its 10th anniversary, the
Joy Elementary School in Michigan
City, Indiana. This program is a
school-based mentoring program,
partnering Michigan City area schools
with the Michigan City business com-
munity. It is with great pleasure that I
stand before the House and the Amer-
ican people today and commend the
work of mentors and programs like
Safe Harbor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to vote for the resolution honoring
mentors.

———

HARVEST HOPE FOOD BANK
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday I had the privilege
of attending the opening of a new
branch of the Harvest Hope Food Bank
in Cayce, South Carolina, welcomed by
Mayor Elise Partin. This expansion of
Harvest Hope comes at a time when job
losses in our community have in-
creased the need for food banks, and
many individuals find it difficult to
travel to other locations.

Last year alone, Harvest Hope dis-
tributed 2.4 million pounds of food in
Lexington County, and they expect
that number to grow to well over 3 mil-
lion in the coming year. With growing
demand, I am grateful that Harvest
Hope has chosen to expand their oper-
ations.

I wish to commend Denise Holland,
Executive Director of Harvest Hope, for
her leadership. Additionally, Mitch
Watson, the incoming chairman of the
board, the volunteers and local church-
es, ministries, and nonprofit organiza-
tions that provide assistance to the
food banks deserve our utmost grati-
tude for their service to our commu-
nity.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

——————

RESTORING THE NATION’S
ECONOMIC SECURITY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor that I stand on the floor of
this House to represent the people of
Nevada’s Third District. I am humbled
by the trust and faith they have placed
in me, and I pledge to live up to that
trust.

This is a critical time in our Nation’s
history. We face an economic crisis
that has shaken our very roots. In my
district, we have seen rampant fore-
closures, record unemployment, and
rising prices; but despite these chal-
lenges we remain optimistic. Next
week, the band from Green Valley High
School in my district will be in Wash-
ington marching in the parade to wel-
come our next President with hope and
dreams for a brighter future. It is for
them and all Americans that this
President and Congress must usher in a
new era.

Working together in the spirit of bi-
partisanship, we can bring change to
our community that restores our eco-
nomic security and once again fulfills
the potential that made our Nation
great.

——
FISCAL DISCIPLINE

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to give voice to the need to cut the size
and scope of government. While the
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rhetoric and calls for increased spend-
ing continue to escalate, let us also re-
member it is our duty and obligation
to do more with less.

Over the past 12 years, annual Fed-
eral spending has more than doubled,
exceeding $3.1 trillion. Since January
2007, our government has added an av-
erage of $2.8 billion per day to our na-
tional debt. If deficit spending were the
way to prosperity, our economy would
be booming.

We are more than $10 trillion in debt
and there is no end in sight. Let us re-
member it is not the government’s
money we talk about and spend, it is
the American people’s money. And we
cannot afford to continue to run this
government on a credit card. We’re
going to have to do more with less, and
that means finding ways to cut govern-
ment spending.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
Washington, DC, January 13, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit an enve-
lope received from the White House on Janu-
ary 12, 2009, at 5:50 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
transmits the Troubled Assets Relief Pro-
gram Section 115 Plan to Exercise Authority.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

REPORT DETAILING PLAN TO EX-
ERCISE AUTHORITY UNDER
EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STA-
BILIZATION ACT OF 2008—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-5)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Financial Services and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 115(a)(3) of
the Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-343) (the
“Act”), I hereby transmit a report de-
tailing the plan of the Secretary of the
Treasury to exercise the authority
under the Act.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 12, 2009.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
Washington, DC, January 12, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
January 9, 2009, at 5:15 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he transmits an agreement between the
United States and new NATO Parties on the
provision of atomic information.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

————

AGREEMENT ON PROVISION OF
ATOMIC INFORMATION—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-6)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, consistent with sections 123 and
144 b. of the Atomic Energy Act, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 21563 and 2164(b)),
the text of the Agreement between the
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty
for Co-operation Regarding Atomic In-
formation, including a technical annex
and security annex (hereinafter collec-
tively referred to as the ATOMAL
Agreement), as a proposed agreement
for cooperation within the context of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) between the United States
of America and each of the following
seven new members of NATO: the Re-
public of Bulgaria, the Republic of Es-
tonia, the Republic of Latvia, the Re-
public of Lithuania, Romania, the Slo-
vak Republic, and the Republic of Slo-
venia, hereinafter the ‘“‘New Parties.” 1
am also pleased to transmit my ap-
proval, authorization, and determina-
tion concerning the ATOMAL Agree-
ment with respect to the New Parties,
together with a copy of the memo-
randum of the Secretary of Defense
with respect to the agreement. The
ATOMAL Agreement entered into force
on March 12, 1965, with respect to the
United States and the other NATO
members at that time. The Czech Re-
public, the Republic of Hungary, the
Republic of Poland, and Spain subse-
quently became parties to the
ATOMAL Agreement. The New Parties
have signed this agreement and have
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indicated their willingness to be bound
by it. The ATOMAL Agreement with
respect to the New Parties meets the
requirements of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, as amended. While the
ATOMAL Agreement continues in force
with respect to the United States and
the other current parties to it, it will
not become effective as an agreement
for cooperation authorizing the ex-
change of atomic information with re-
spect to the New Parties until comple-
tion of procedures prescribed by sec-
tions 123 and 144 b. of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended.

For more than 40 years, the ATOMAL
Agreement has served as the frame-
work within which NATO and the other
NATO members that have become par-
ties to this agreement have received
the information that is necessary to an
understanding and knowledge of and
participation in the political and stra-
tegic consensus upon which the collec-
tive military capacity of the Alliance
depends. This agreement permits only
the transfer of atomic information, not
weapons, nuclear material, or equip-
ment. Participation in the ATOMAL
Agreement will give Bulgaria, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia,
and Slovenia the same standing within
the Alliance with regard to nuclear
matters as that of the other current
parties to the ATOMAL Agreement.
This is important for the cohesiveness
of the Alliance and will enhance its ef-
fectiveness.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the Department of
Defense and other interested agencies
in reviewing the ATOMAL Agreement
and have determined that its perform-
ance, including the proposed coopera-
tion and the proposed communication
of Restricted Data thereunder, with re-
spect to the New Parties will promote,
and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and
security. Accordingly, I have approved
the ATOMAL Agreement with respect
to the New Parties and authorized the
Department of Defense to cooperate
with the New Parties in the context of
NATO upon satisfaction of the require-
ments of section 123 of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended.

The 60-day continuous session period
provided for in section 123 begins upon
receipt of this submission.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 9, 2009.

———
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL MEN-
TORING MONTH 2009

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 41) supporting the
goals and ideals of National Mentoring
Month 2009.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 41

Whereas mentoring is a longstanding con-
cept in which a dependable, caring adult pro-
vides guidance, support, and encouragement
to facilitate a young person’s social, emo-
tional, and cognitive development;

Whereas research on mentoring shows that
formal, high quality mentoring focused on
developing the competence and character of
the mentee, promotes positive outcomes
such as improved academic achievement,
self-esteem, social skills, and career develop-
ment;

Whereas research on mentoring also indi-
cates strong evidence of the success in reduc-
ing substance use and abuse, academic fail-
ure, and delinquency;

Whereas mentoring, in addition to pre-
paring young people for school, work, and
life, is also extremely rewarding for those
serving as mentors;

Whereas more than 4,200 mentoring pro-
grams in communities of all sizes across the
United States focus on building strong, effec-
tive relationships between mentors and
mentees;

Whereas 3,000,000 young Americans are cur-
rently in solid mentoring relationships due
to the remarkable vigor, creativity, and re-
sourcefulness of the thousands of mentoring
programs in communities throughout the
Nation;

Whereas in spite of the progress made to
increase mentoring, our Nation has a serious
“mentoring gap’’ with nearly 15,000,000
young people currently in need of mentors;

Whereas public-private mentoring partner-
ships bring State and local leaders together
to support mentoring programs by pre-
venting duplication of efforts, offering train-
ing in industry best practices, and helping
them make the most of limited resources to
benefit the Nation’s youth;

Whereas the designation of January 2009 as
National Mentoring Month will help call at-
tention to the critical role mentors play in
helping young people realize their potential;

Whereas the month-long celebration of
mentoring will encourage more individuals
and organizations, including schools, busi-
nesses, nonprofit organizations, faith insti-
tutions, and foundations, to become engaged
in mentoring across our Nation;

Whereas National Mentoring Month will,
most significantly, build awareness of men-
toring and encourage more people to become
mentors and help close the Nation’s men-
toring gap; and

Whereas the President issued a proclama-
tion declaring January 2009 to be National
Mentoring Month and calling on the people
of the United States to recognize the impor-
tance of mentoring: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Mentoring Month;

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of millions of caring adults and stu-
dents who are already volunteering as men-
tors and encourages more individuals to vol-
unteer as mentors; and
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(3) encourages the people of our Nation to
promote the awareness of, and to volunteer
involvement with, youth mentoring.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 41 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 41, which recog-
nizes January as National Mentoring
Month.

Today, we acknowledge and thank
the millions of caring adults and stu-
dents who are volunteering as mentors.
I commend their generous efforts. Na-
tional Mentoring Month also serves as
a great opportunity to recruit addi-
tional mentor volunteers.

I would also like to recognize the tre-
mendous leadership of the resolution’s
author, Congresswoman SUSAN DAVIS
from California, on the issue of men-
toring. She is a true champion and ad-
vocate for mentoring on the Education
and Labor Committee. She reminds us
that everyone can benefit from a men-
toring relationship: young, old, stu-
dents, teachers, and, yes, even Mem-
bers of Congress and other public serv-
ants. Mentors can help us realize our
full potential.

Mentors directly improve the lives of
those who need a little extra guidance.
Research consistently proves that men-
tors bolster academic achievement,
self-esteem, social skills, and career
development. In addition to these posi-
tive outcomes, mentoring reduces de-
linquency, substance abuse, and aca-
demic failure. Mentoring transcends
the lives of our children. The impor-
tance of mentoring teaches young peo-
ple that a better life is attainable
through education.

Today, there are about 4,200 men-
toring programs in communities all
across this country. Some of these pro-
grams run out of national boys and
girls clubs, YMCAs, Big Brother and
Big Sister organizations, and hundreds
of other nonprofit organizations. In my
own congressional district, the VAMOS
program and our local boys and girls
clubs are exemplary programs which
have provided thousands of youths
with mentors. I am proud to celebrate
their work during National Mentoring
Month.

The mentoring programs throughout
this Nation make a great difference in
improving the lives of our youth.
Through their efforts, 3 million young
people report having quality mentor
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relationships. This country, however,
still needs nearly 15 million more posi-
tive mentors.

As a Nation, we must continue to en-
courage volunteers to invest their
human capital in our youth. Through
nonprofit, government, and private sec-
tor partnerships, we can expand
mentorship. National Mentoring Month
is a reminder to reinvest our energy to-
wards mentoring relationships. By
building awareness on this issue, I en-
courage more people to serve as men-
tors in our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express
my support for House Resolution 41,
and I urge my colleagues to support me
with this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Resolution 41, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution cele-
brates National Mentoring Month,
commends mentors who are positively
impacting the lives of young people,
and highlights the need for additional
mentors to make themselves available
to America’s youth.

Mentoring is a structured and trust-
ing relationship that brings young peo-
ple together with caring individuals
who offer guidance, support, and en-
couragement aimed at developing the
competence and character of the
mentee. A mentor is an adult who,
along with parents, provides a young
person with support, counsel, friend-
ship, and positive reinforcement.

By all estimates an astounding 17.6
million young people, nearly half the
population of young people between the
ages of 10 and 18, live in situations that
put them at risk of not living up to
their full potential. Without imme-
diate intervention by caring adults,
they could make choices that not only
undermine their futures but ultimately
the economic and social well-being of
our great Nation.

With the help and guidance of an
adult mentor, every child can discover
how to unlock and achieve his or her
full potential. Youth development ex-
perts agree that mentoring is a critical
element in any child’s social, emo-
tional, and cognitive development. It
builds a sense of industry and com-
petency, boosts academic performance,
and broadens the horizons of prospec-
tive students.

By honoring mentors and mentoring
programs, we recognize the importance
of mentoring programs implemented in
our local schools and communities. We
also draw attention to the components
of a quality program, including appro-
priate screening of potential mentors
and careful matching of youth with
adults who have a genuine interest in
providing guidance and being exem-
plary role models.

Today, thanks to the commitment
and dedication of mentoring advocates,
3 million young Americans are now en-
joying mentoring’s many benefits
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through school-based, faith-based, and
community organizations. That’s a six-
fold increase in formal mentoring rela-
tionships since the national mentoring
movement galvanized the Nation in the
early 1990s. It’s an impressive accom-
plishment. However, 15 million more
young people who need mentors are
waiting their turn. They make up our
Nation’s mentoring gap.

To be a mentor, you don’t need any
special skills, just an ability to listen
and to offer friendship, guidance, and
encouragement to a young person
growing up today. Today, I'm asking
all Americans to give a child hope by
sharing their time and knowledge
along with their experiences.

I urge all Members to support this
resolution.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 41, supporting the goals
and ideals of National Mentoring Month, ob-
served each January. It is a time to celebrate
and highlight the positive impact adult and stu-
dent mentors have on the youth of the Nation.
Young people from all walks of life have the
potential and ability to succeed and contribute
to society. Unfortunately, not all students re-
ceive the support necessary to realize their full
potential. As many as 15 million young stu-
dents in our country lack the vital guidance
they need to support the emotional, social,
cognitive, and academic development that will
enable them to reach their maximum potential
and become prospering adults.

With limited resources and the considerably
high teacher to student ratios in our schools,
teachers in the classroom face the daunting
task of providing students with emotional and
personal support in addition to academic in-
struction. The work accomplished by our
teachers is admirable, but teachers alone can-
not prepare young students to become fruitful,
mature adults. Mentors are critical to helping
foster the personal growth of each individual
child.

Together with parents, mentors provide
youth with a wide array of guidance and sup-
port to enhance their social and character de-
velopment. A good mentor is willing to sac-
rifice for his or her mentee and gives attention
in all areas of life. Mentors provide encourage-
ment in student endeavors, private counsel in
delicate matters, leadership through difficult
times, and advice. Such mentoring produces
students who perform better in school aca-
demically, become more actively involved in
their schools, have more self-confidence, and
take responsibility for their own actions. As a
mentor, | have seen and experienced the mu-
tual benefits of mentorship both for the student
and the mentor. Mentors are doing incredible
work and | praise their commitment to our chil-
dren and their future. However, more mentors
than ever are needed, and our Nation faces a
shortage of mentors.

As a Member of the House Appropriations
Committee, | will continue to support funding
for student-mentor programs and to greatly ex-
pand awareness of the benefits of mentoring.
Together with my colleagues, | will encourage
more adults to mentor young students as well
as help train adults and students to support,
guide, and lead young students. Students
need more caring mentors and our children
desperately need access to them. We cannot
depend solely on our teachers to guide our
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children. It is my hope that each child in Amer-
ica will some day have access to his or her
own mentor. Although we face a faltering
economy and tight budgets, the choice to cut
corners on our children’s future is not an op-
tion. Our children deserve the opportunity to
realize their full potential and the opportunity
to succeed in every endeavor they pursue.

| would like to thank Representative SUSAN
DaAvis for introducing this legislation and pro-
viding this opportunity to renew the commit-
ment of Congress to expanding and enhanc-
ing mentoring relationships for our Nation’s
youth. In addition, | want to thank all the men-
tors across America for their dedication and
generosity.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 41,
“Supporting the goals and ideals of National
Mentoring Month 2009.” | would like to thank
my colleague, Congresswoman SUSAN DAVIS,
for introducing this important resolution, as
well as the chairman of the Committee on
Education and Labor, Congressman GEORGE
MILLER, for his leadership in bringing the bill to
the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, great numbers of Americans
donate their time and their unique skills and
gifts to our cities and communities, without
any expectation of compensation or material
reward.

As chair of the Congressional Children’s
Caucus, | understand how important mentors
are for our youth. Mr. Speaker, today many
youth face temptations that often lead them
down destructive paths, and it is vitally impor-
tant that we provide guidance that helps them
make good decisions.

Mentors have been an integral part of soci-
ety for many years, dating back to Ancient
Greece. The Greek poet Homer wrote in the
Odyssey that when Odysseus left to fight in
the Trojan War, he charged Mentor, his wise
old friend, with the task of caring for his son,
Telemachus, and teaching him wisdom. Since
then, the word mentor has come to mean a
wise and responsible tutor or an experienced
person who advises, guides, teaches, chal-
lenges, corrects, and serves as a model.

In our society today, mentors exist in many
different environments. There are mentors in
professional settings who guide apprentices by
teaching them how to effectively perform in
the workplace. There are mentors in academic
settings who guide students, teaching them
how to reach and maintain high scholastic
achievement. There are mentors in community
groups who guide their protégés through life
issues, teaching them how to be productive
citizens. There are even mentors in spiritual
and church groups who advise others through
their spiritual growth. In all cases, they are
very important and essential to the success of
the youth that they mentor.

Who needs mentors?

There are 35.2 million young people ages
10-18 in the U.S. today; of those young peo-
ple: 1 out of 4 lives with only one parent; 1 out
of 10 was born to teen parents; 1 out of 5
lives in poverty; 1 out of 10 will not finish high
school.

About half of young Americans—17.6 million
young people—want or need caring adult
mentors to help them succeed in life. Of those
17.6 million young people, only 2.5 million are
currently in formal mentoring relationships.
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That leaves 15.1 million youth still in need
of formal mentoring relationships. We call this
our Nation’s “mentoring gap.” Mr. Speaker,
imagine if every child had a mentor—just one
person whom they could look up to and go to
for advice and guidance. Imagine how many
young lives could be positively impacted. We
could create the avenues and encouragement
to ensure that all of our children receive the
proper education. Too many of our youth are
not being properly advised and guided on the
importance of getting an education.

Mentors can help give those youth living in
poverty to strive towards a brighter future for
themselves. Every child could benefit from
having someone in his or her life to turn to for
advice and help in the time of need.

The positive relationships and reinforcement
that mentors provide are clearly effective.
Young people today are confronted with many
challenges in life. They can find the con-
fidence to overcome many of these challenges
through a mentor. The benefits of a mentor
are immeasurable.

| am proud to cosponsor legislation that will
add service before self to our leaders of to-
morrow. | urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this legislation.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 41, and to recognize all
those who mentor youth on Guam. Often we
talk about children in this chamber and we
sometimes lose sight of a fundamental truth: It
is beyond the Government alone to truly im-
prove the quality of life for a child. Our ability
to appropriate funds or authorize Government
programs does not equal the impact a single
dedicated mentor can have for a child. We
cannot buy patience nor can we legislate un-
derstanding. The hard work of mentoring, of
explaining right from wrong, of serving as a
role model, and helping establish personal
goals to work toward, falls to the mentor. A
mentor's work may be confined to a single
child and known but to a few, but we cannot
deny their collective accomplishments through-
out our Nation.

There is no question that we need more
mentors. Today, more than 15,000,000 chil-
dren are in need of a mentor. These children
are growing up in challenging times. We must
encourage mentoring and express our grati-
tude to those who perform this invaluable
service. It is unfortunately, beyond our capa-
bility to find every mentor and thank them indi-
vidually. We can, however, pass H. Res. 41 to
recognize all of our Nation’s mentors this
month and to support the goals and ideals of
National Mentoring Month. | urge support for
H. Res. 41.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, men-
toring impacts the lives of so many in our
country. Three million people currently partici-
pate in a healthy, caring mentoring relation-
ship. A quality mentoring program offers a
young person the strength, confidence, and
stability they need to mature and grow. Wit-
nessing this growth is the unique reward for a
mentor’s invested time and energy.

| believe the best part about mentoring,
what makes it so successful, is its simplicity.
There is a basic human need to have an-
other’s care, support, and trust. A mentor can
provide that to a young person, and that gift
often inspires a cycle of helping others.

Unfortunately, there still exists a gaping def-
icit of mentors. Approximately 15 million new
mentors are needed, which stems from the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

demand for our Nation’s youth to have positive
role models in their lives.

| recently learned of a particularly touching
mentoring relationship in my district in San
Diego.

As an infant, Anthony was in a car accident,
sadly leaving him without a mother. Since his
father was in jail, Anthony was left to his
grandmother’s care. During his childhood, An-
thony was diagnosed with Aspberger’s syn-
drome. His grandmother found him a mentor
through Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego
County and now, 11 years later, Anthony is
one-half of a successful mentoring relation-
ship. Before meeting his mentor, Anthony
would never go outside and was frightened of
loud noises. Spending time with his mentor
every week has given Anthony the strength
and self-confidence to experience things he
might never have tried.

At the basis of a mentoring relationship like
Anthony’s is a firm and unwavering commit-
ment. Successful mentoring relies on a com-
mitment to show up, to open up, to be vulner-
able, to learn, to laugh, to grow . . . So, this
month and always, let us recognize these mil-
lions of important commitments made by
young and old across our country and offer
our own commitment to continue to promote
the goals and ideals of National Mentoring
Month.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and |
urge my colleagues to join us in celebrating
National Mentoring Month, 2009.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I also
do not have any further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HiNoJosA) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 41.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
CLAIBORNE PELL

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 50) honoring the life
of Claiborne Pell, distinguished former
Senator from the State of Rhode Is-
land.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 50

Whereas Claiborne deBorda Pell was born
on November 22, 1918, in the State of New
York;

Whereas after receiving a degree in history
from Princeton University in 1940 and a Mas-
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ter of the Arts degree from Columbia Univer-
sity in 1946, and after serving in the United
States Coast Guard during World War II,
Claiborne Pell continued his career in public
service as part of the Foreign Service, serv-
ing in Czechoslovakia, Italy, and the District
of Columbia;

Whereas Claiborne Pell was elected to the
Senate in 1960 by the people of the State of
Rhode Island;

Whereas in 1972, as a member of the Sen-
ate, Claiborne Pell was instrumental in cre-
ating the Basic Education Opportunity
Grants;

Whereas the Federal Pell Grants, renamed
in honor of Claiborne Pell in 1980, have
helped over 54,000,000 low- and middle-income
students attend college and achieve their
educational goals;

Whereas during his time in the Senate,
Claiborne Pell was a supporter of education,
human rights, workers, international law
and diplomacy, and the arts, sponsoring the
legislation that created the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities;

Whereas the High Speed Ground Transpor-
tation Act of 1965, sponsored by Claiborne
Pell, became the origin for the Amtrak sys-
tem in the Northeast corridor;

Whereas Claiborne Pell became Chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
in 1987, and an important voice in United
States foreign policy and against inter-
national military conflict;

Whereas after serving 6 terms in the Sen-
ate, Claiborne Pell retired in 1996;

Whereas Claiborne Pell was appointed
United States Delegate to the United Na-
tions in 1997;

Whereas on January 1, 2009, at the age of
90, Claiborne Pell passed away in Newport,
Rhode Island: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the life, achievements, and dis-
tinguished career of Senator Claiborne Pell;

(2) emphasizes that, among his legislative
accomplishments, Senator Claiborne Pell
changed the face of higher education by ena-
bling millions of low- and middle-income
students to achieve the dream of a college
education; and

(3) recognizes the Federal Pell grants, the
educational grants that bear his name, as a
significant part of the legacy of Senator
Claiborne Pell.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 50 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today to honor the life and nu-
merous accomplishments of former
Senator Claiborne Pell. As a six-term
United States Senator from Rhode Is-
land and the former chairman of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, he was a strong voice in edu-
cational policy, international policy,
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and the arts. Sadly, Senator Pell
passed away on the first of this year at
the age of 90.

Born in 1918, Senator Pell committed
himself to public service throughout
his life. He served in the United States
Coast Guard during World War II and
later in the Coast Guard Reserves.

Returning to civilian life, Senator
Pell worked in the Foreign Service in
Czechoslovakia, in Italy, and right here
in Washington, DC. Elected to the
United States Senate from the State of
Rhode Island in 1960, Claiborne Pell
quickly became a leading spokesman in
both international and domestic pol-
icy.

Senator Pell campaigned ardently for
human rights, speaking out against
genocide occurring around the world.
As a supporter of the issue of diplo-
macy and law over military force, he
advocated against the use of nuclear
weapons.

While in the Senate, Claiborne Pell
sponsored the High Speed Ground
Transportation Act of 1965, which
helped create the Amtrak system that
more than 25 million people ride each
year. Senator Pell also sponsored legis-
lation creating the National Endow-
ment For the Arts and the National
Endowment For the Humanities, enti-
ties which play a vital role in devel-
oping and supporting the arts and his-
torical preservation.

Perhaps the accomplishment for
which Claiborne Pell is best known is
the creation of the Pell Grant. He was
the architect of the 1972 Basic Edu-
cation Opportunity grants, which were
later renamed in his honor by the U.S.
Congress.

Senator Pell often remarked that he
had been inspired to help students pay
for college by the provisions in the GI
bill, which had meant a great deal to
him as a veteran whose comrades were
propelled to succeed by its educational
provisions.

Pell Grants, which have helped more
than 54 million low and middle income
students attend college, have changed
the face of American education, open-
ing doors for millions of Americans, in-
cluding a great number of our col-
leagues and friends and families and
community members. Among all that
he had accomplished during his time on
Capitol Hill, Senator Pell often called
these grants his greatest achievement.

A consummate gentleman renowned
for his integrity, Claiborne Pell was re-
spected and loved by his colleagues in
Congress as well as his constituents at
home in Rhode Island. On this day I
would like to commemorate Senator
Pell’s empowering work and recognize
his numerous accomplishments. He is
an inspiration to us all and an example
of how one person can make a dif-
ference.

Senator Pell had a profound under-
standing of what truly makes this Na-
tion great. In Senator Pell’s words, and
I quote, ““The strength of the United
States is not the gold at Fort Knox nor
the weapons of mass destruction that
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we have, but the sum total of the edu-
cation and the character of our peo-
ple.”
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His legacy left the United States
stronger. His life’s work opened the
doors of educational opportunity wider
than they had ever been opened before.
He is an example of the great character
of our people.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution honoring this great Senator
who did so much to help Americans
who might otherwise not be able to at-
tend college, pursue higher education,
and reach for new heights.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the resolution and yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 50, a reso-
lution honoring the life of Claiborne
Pell, the distinguished former Senator
from Rhode Island. While I never had
the privilege and pleasure of working
with Senator Pell, I know the Senator
was a force to be reckoned with and
have seen the impact of his 37 years in
the Senate in a number of areas I have
worked on with the Education and
Labor Committee. Senator Pell was a
dedicated public servant who served
our country during a time of war in the
United States Coast Guard and had a
career in the Foreign Service prior to
being elected to serve the people of
Rhode Island in the United States Sen-
ate in 1960.

Senator Pell was instrumental in cre-
ating the Basic Education Opportunity
Grant program, later renamed the Pell
Grant Program, in his honor.

This program was inspired by the GI
Bill, which had helped World War II
veterans pay for educational expenses
after the war. The Federal Pell Grant
has become the cornerstone of every fi-
nancial aid package for America’s
neediest students.

Since the creation of the Pell Grant,
the Federal Government has distrib-
uted approximately 108 million grants
to help lower income students achieve
their goals of a college education. Dur-
ing the past 8 years, Pell Grant funding
has increased by 86 percent, supporting
a 28 percent increase in the number of
students who have benefited from this
program. Additionally, Congress
strengthened this vital program during
the last Congress through the Higher
Education Opportunity Act. These im-
portant reforms allow students who
want to accelerate their studies to re-
ceive a Pell Grant year round, ex-
panded eligibility for the Pell Grant to
students whose mother or father made
the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our
Nation, and included a sensible limit
on the number of Pell Grants one stu-
dent could receive over their edu-
cational career.

While many of us know Senator Pell
for his work on creating the Pell
Grant, he also sponsored legislation to
create the National Endowment for the
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Arts, the National Endowment for the
Humanities and the Amtrak rail sys-
tem. Senator Pell’s interests were not
purely domestic. He made important
contributions in foreign affairs as
chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and later as a United
States delegate to the United Nations.

I know that I speak for all of our col-
leagues in offering great praise to Sen-
ator Pell in honoring him and express-
ing condolences to his family as we re-
member his many contributions to our
great Nation.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize a new Member of
Congress who served on the staff of the
chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee where Claiborne Pell
was Chair, and I wish to yield the gen-
tleman from Virginia, Mr. GERRY
CONNOLLY, up to 4 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I thank
my colleague from Texas, and I rise in
support of the resolution today.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise to pay trib-
ute to one of the most gifted and gra-
cious legislators who has ever served in
the United States Congress, a man
whose life’s work influenced education,
culture and diplomacy for generations
of Americans. He was also a man with
whom I had the great pleasure of work-
ing during my 10 years serving on the
staff of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. Senator Claiborne de
Borda Pell may best be known for his
effort to create a national college tui-
tion grant program, which now bears
his name, but Senator Pell was also in-
strumental in establishing the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts and Hu-
manities and pushing for critical new
investments in our Nation’s railroad
system.

As my colleagues know, Senator Pell
died early Friday, January 2, at his
home in Newport, Rhode Island. He was
first elected to the United States Sen-
ate in 1960 and served six terms, becom-
ing the State’s longest-serving Sen-
ator. Senator Pell came from a polit-
ical family that had five members
serve in the House or Senate, including
his great-great-granduncle George M.
Dallas, who was a Senator from Penn-
sylvania in the 1830s and Vice Presi-
dent under James K. Polk in the 1840s.
Senator Pell’s version of his family
genealogy always insisted, when you
visited his home, that Dallas, Texas,
was named for this distinguished fore-
bear.

Senator Pell’s father, Herbert Clai-
borne Pell, served one term here in the
House, representing a portion of New
York. Ironically, he always opposed the
Federal role in education, an idea with
which Senator Claiborne Pell broke
courageously when he came here to the
United States Congress.

After being elected in 1960, Senator
Pell sponsored the preparation of a sta-
tistical report that became the basis
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for the bill creating the Basic Edu-
cational Opportunity Grant that even-
tually produced financial aid for 54
million low- and middle-income Ameri-
cans to have the opportunity to attend
college. That grants program, of
course, was renamed in honor of Sen-
ator Pell in 1980.

In the early 1960s, Senator Pell also
had a role in the North American pas-
senger railroad renaissance. He foresaw
the potential for a resurgence in the
railroad system, which inspired him to
draft the High Speed Ground Transpor-
tation Act of 1965, recommending that
the Federal Government pump a half a
billion dollars into rail transportation
in the busy Northeast corridor between
Boston and Washington, DC. He further
accelerated that construction, real-
izing how important the magnitude of
this project was, and increased the
overall investment to $1 billion. It was
from this initiative that the modern
Amtrak system emerged.

Senator Pell also possessed a keen in-
terest in the arts and was the author of
the National Foundation of Arts and
Humanities Act of 1965. That legisla-
tion paved the way for the National
Endowment for the Arts, which makes
Federal grants to artists and art orga-
nizations, and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, which is fed-
erally funded and dedicated to sup-
porting research, education, preserva-
tion, public programs in the human-
ities and projects exhibiting artistic
excellence. Senator Pell’s vision al-
most single-handedly revived the arts
and humanities in myriad communities
in the United States.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, on a personal
note, I had the privilege of working
with Senator Pell during his tenure as
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, where I served
on committee staff. Senator Pell was a
gracious and thoughtful man. He met
with any and all constituents who re-
quested a meeting, and he did so al-
ways on time.

As a former Foreign Service Officer
and Coast Guard serviceman, he was a
strong and passionate voice for the
men and women who serve our country
abroad and in the Coast Guard all of
his distinguished career. He had his ec-
centricities, but they did not charac-
terize the man. What characterized
Claiborne Pell, Mr. Speaker, was a
sense of duty and his devotion to his
country, his citizens, his high moral
principles and, despite his wealth, his
desire to spread opportunity to the av-
erage man and woman of this country.

His loss will be a source of grief for
me personally and all who knew him.

Mr. HINOJOSA. I have no further
speakers.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I had a
speaker arrive after I had already
yielded my time back.

I would ask unanimous consent to re-
claim my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?
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There was no objection.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
distinguished Member from California
(Mr. DREIER).

Mr. DREIER. I thank my good friend
from Pennsylvania and my friend from
Texas.

Mr. Speaker, I wasn’t planning to
speak about Senator Pell until I heard
the very thoughtful remarks of our
new colleague on the other side of the
aisle, and I was thinking when he men-
tioned the term ‘‘eccentricities’” not
defining Claiborne Pell, it immediately
brought to mind one of my first oppor-
tunities to have an exposure to an
elected leader. I was in the 1970s an un-
dergraduate in college in California,
and we had, as a speaker on our cam-
pus, Senator Claiborne Pell, who was
flying in. I was charged with the task,
Mr. Speaker, of actually picking him
up at Los Angeles International Air-
port.

I will never forget when he arrived,
and looking like the New England gen-
tleman that he was, he came to Los
Angeles wearing a hat, carrying a great
big overcoat, and someone confronted
him at the airport. I was reminded,
when my friend was just speaking
about the fact that he would meet and
talk to everyone, I had a car waiting,
and he stopped and spoke at length
with this gentleman there.

Then, just a very few years later, Mr.
Speaker, I was very privileged to be
able to have the opportunity to be
elected to serve here in the Congress,
and I reminded Senator Pell of my first
introduction to him just a few years
before when I was an undergraduate,
and he recounted very fondly his visit
then. And I had a chance, during that
period of time, to develop a friendship
with him and work with him on a num-
ber of issues.

So I rise in strong support of this res-
olution. He was a great public servant
and a fascinating human being, and I
urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I want
to say that I am so happy to hear Con-
gressman DREIER make those kind re-
marks. As I listened to him, it re-
minded me of 2 years ago when I was
chosen by members of the Democratic
Caucus to be the chairman of the High-
er Education Committee, and one of
the first things that I did was to invite
presidents and chancellors of different
universities throughout our land to
come into our office and tell us about
what they consider to be the priorities
that they had on higher education.

I am pleased to say that the chan-
cellor from California, Cal State sys-
tem, came by to visit me. He pointed
out that through the association of
presidents and chancellors that there
was no question that the highest pri-
ority that they had for the 110th Con-
gress was that we do something about
increasing the amount of Federal in-
vestment in Pell Grants.

I am pleased to say that we heard the
message and we did something about
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it, and that we have, in this Congress,
the 110th, and we pledge in the 111th
Congress, to continue paying attention
to the need for funding for Pell Grants.
Because if we are to address the afford-
ability and the accessibility of higher
education for many of the children of
working families, it requires that addi-
tional Federal investment as we now
talk about the Pell Grants.

With that, I urge everyone to vote
‘‘yes’ on this suspension bill.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Claiborne Pell, the great
former Senator from Rhode Island. Senator
Pell’'s life was defined by service, from the
Coast Guard, to the Foreign Service, to 36
years in the United States Senate. He was a
model statesman, willing to listen and com-
promise but never straying from his commit-
ment to fairness and equality.

Senator Pell has left a long list of achieve-
ments, but his greatest legacy is the Pell
grant, which has opened the doors to college
for over 50 million students. He also intro-
duced legislation to create the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. He was an ardent
environmentalist, working to protect oceans
from nuclear testing.

Those are just a few of Senator Pell's many
accomplishments. | would like to turn for a
moment to some personal observations. | had
the great privilege of working for Senator Pell
when | was a member of the staff of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee from 1987 to
1989. He was a man of both grace and prin-
ciple. He rarely spoke a word in anger, but he
didn’t retreat from tough issues. He was a
gentle soul with a kind word for most. But it
would be a grave mistake for anyone to inter-
pret his gentle disposition as a sign of weak-
ness. He was passionate about the issues he
cared about and relentless in pursuing them.

He was insistent that the United States play
a leading role in the world. He believed
strongly in attempting to resolve international
conflicts through negotiation and diplomacy
before resorting to the use of force. His ap-
proach may have fallen out of political fashion
for a time, but the passage of time has shown
the wisdom of his counsel.

We have entered an age that is often domi-
nated by 20-second sound bites and partisan
political combat. Senator Pell would not have
felt as comfortable in this new political envi-
ronment, nor should he. Rather, we would do
better to return to the more, deliberate and
gentle ways he brought to the Senate. We
have a lot to learn from his example. | will
miss him, but our Nation is certainly stronger
and better as a result of the life he lived and
the legacy he left behind.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HIiNOJOSA) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 50.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF
THOSE WHO SERVE THEIR COM-
MUNITIES ON MARTIN LUTHER
KING DAY

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 43) recognizing the
efforts of those who serve their com-
munities on Martin Luther King Day
and promoting the holiday as a day of
national service.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 43

Whereas the King Holiday and Service Act,
a law designating Martin Luther King Day
as a national day of volunteer service, was
signed into law in 1994;

Whereas millions of Americans have been
inspired by the life and work of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. to serve their neighbors and
communities every third Monday of Janu-
ary,

Whereas serving one’s community for the
betterment of every individual speaks to the
high character, transformative world view,
and everyday practice of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.;

Whereas the efforts of national service vol-
unteers have been a steadfast foundation of
our Nation’s infrastructure, supporting not
only individuals and families in need, but
acting in response to national catastrophes
and natural disasters;

Whereas citizens have the opportunity to
participate in thousands of already sched-
uled events all across the country, as well as
create and implement a community service
project where they identify the need;

Whereas the Corporation for National and
Community Service, is working with the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-
violent Social Change, and thousands of
other nonprofit, community, national serv-
ice, and education organizations across the
country to encourage Americans to serve on
this holiday and throughout the year; and

Whereas leaders at the Federal, State and
local level are planning to use the Martin
Luther King Day and Inauguration Day to
rally our Nation to commit to serve and to
make an ongoing commitment to service:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) encourages all Americans to pay tribute
to the life and works of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. through participation in commu-
nity service projects on Martin Luther King
Day;

(2) recognizes the inherent value of com-
munity service and volunteerism in the cre-
ation of civil society and as a means of non-
violent community progress consistent with
the works of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.;

(3) recognizes the benefits of the collabo-
rative work by the many organizations that
promote, facilitate, and carry out needed
service projects nationwide;

(4) encourages its members and colleagues
to urge their constituents, both in congres-
sional districts and those visiting the Dis-
trict of Columbia on Inauguration Day, to
participate in community service projects;
and
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(5) acknowledges that by serving one’s
country, one’s community and one’s neigh-
bor our Nation makes progress in civility,
equality, and unity consistent with the val-
ues and life’s work of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest b legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 43 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of the resolu-
tion before us, which recognizes the
critical role of service and those who
give of their time to give back to their
communities.
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This resolution also reminds us that
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a na-
tional day of service and encourages
everyone to take part.

It is fitting that the day named in
honor of the Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr., is also a day for neighbors,
for friends, young and old, to give back
to their communities. Dr. King’s lead-
ership in the ministry and public serv-
ice produced epic and societal change
to this great nation. He set an example
for all of us to follow.

His words offer us very simple direc-
tions. In his ‘“drum major instinct”
speech he said, ‘“You don’t have to
have a college degree to serve. You
don’t have to make your subject and
your verb agree to serve. You don’t
have to know about Plato and Aris-
totle to serve. You only need a heart
full of grace, a soul generated by love.”

Over the last few years, the United
States has endured and survived the
terrorist attacks of 9/11 and hurricanes
and floods that devastated families and
communities. Without hesitation, vol-
unteers across the Nation rallied to-
gether to help stabilize and to rebuild
our devastated communities. And just
as critical, during times of peace and
calm in communities across this coun-
try, people hear the call of service and
provide assistance in the classroom, in
hospitals, in parks, and to children, the
elderly, and to each other.

I want to thank the Service Caucus
and my friend and colleague Represent-
ative ToDD PLATTS of Pennsylvania for
bringing this resolution forward and
reminding us that our country was
built on the idea of service. And while
we set aside Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day as a day of service, there are op-
portunities to give back each and every
day.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H. Res. 43 and yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 43
promotes the Martin Luther King holi-
day as a day of national service and
recognizes the efforts of the countless
Americans who will volunteer their
services on behalf of many worthy
causes. I am proud to have introduced
this resolution with my fellow co-
Chairs of the National Service Caucus,
Representatives DORIS MATSUI and
DAVID PRICE.

In 1994, President Bill Clinton signed
into law the King Holiday and Service
Act to officially establish Martin Lu-
ther King Day as a day of national
service in recognition of Dr. King’s
selfless and courageous service to his
fellow citizens. Since this time, mil-
lions of Americans have recognized this
holiday as ‘‘a day on,” not ‘‘a day off,”
by volunteering in soup kitchens, orga-
nizing charity drives, mentoring chil-
dren or aiding in urban revitalization
efforts.

This year, the Corporation for Na-
tional & Community Service, Amer-
ica’s Promise Alliance and AmeriCorps
NCCC are hosting a food drive across
Capitol Hill to restock the shelves at
the Capital Area Food Bank. Wash-
ington, D.C. schools will be closed for a
5-day weekend with the Martin Luther
King holiday and the Presidential inau-
guration this coming week, leaving
over 50,000 students without nutritious
meals they would have otherwise re-
ceived through the school lunch and
breakfast programs.

Non-perishable canned food items
can be delivered through this Thurs-
day, January 15, to either my office or
the offices of Representatives DORIS
MATSUI, DAVID PRICE and MIKE HONDA.
On Thursday, AmeriCorps NCCC stu-
dents will pick up the canned food
items and ensure their delivery to the
Capital Area Food Bank.

Finally, there are numerous opportu-
nities for individuals to serve their
communities on Martin Luther King
Day. I urge my fellow Members of Con-
gress and constituents to take time out
of their daily lives and give back to
their communities. A list of volunteer
opportunities is an available online at
mlkday.gov.

I cannot think of a more appropriate
way to honor the heroic life and ac-
complishments of Dr. Martin Luther
King than by serving one’s community,
and encourage all Americans to do so.
I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MATSUI), who serves on the
Rules Committee and the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank the gentleman from
Texas for yielding me this time.
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I rise today to offer, along with my
National Service Caucus co-Chairs, of
which the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania is one, a resolution highlighting
the men and women who inspire and
actively pursue a better country, those
who serve the communities on Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Since 1994, we have celebrated the
King holiday by making it ‘“‘a day on,”
not ‘“‘a day off,”” observing every third
Monday in January as a national day
of service. Dr. King’s legacy guides us
to work for equality and social justice,
towards common understanding and
shared experiences. Serving one’s
neighbor, one’s community and our
country allow every individual in our
Nation to walk down the road with Dr.
King, looking forward, continually fo-
cused on reaching the promised land.

This coming Monday, millions of
Americans will participate in thou-
sands of already-planned events across
this country. Thousands more will
come to our Nation’s capital to see his-
tory in the making and answer our
President-elect’s call to service. As we
embark on a new era of optimism and
hope for a better tomorrow, we should
start our journey by not only observing
change, but by honoring the legacy of
Dr. King and actively creating it.

I commend and join with President-
elect Obama and Vice President-elect
BIDEN in calling for a new attitude to-
ward service in our country. When we
ask what we can do for our country,
the call shouldn’t be answered only one
day a year.

It is my hope that this year’s Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of National Serv-
ice marks a starting point that will
continue throughout the year and en-
gage millions of Americans in a new
commitment to service.

This year’s national day of service
promises to be larger than ever before.
Efforts by the many service organiza-
tions, as well as the Presidential Inau-
gural Committee and the corporation
for National and Community Service,
have organized like never before. Right
here on Capitol Hill, as has been pre-
viously mentioned, the organization
America’s Promise, along with the Cor-
poration for National and Community
Service, are sponsoring a food drive to
support local food banks. These groups
have utilized technology and the Inter-
net to make opportunities easy to find
and easy to do.

The fact that this year’s King Day of
Service is one day before the inaugura-
tion of President-elect Obama provides
a unique opportunity to reach millions
of Americans with a message to serve.
I ask my colleagues to join with me in
promoting service on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day and encouraging all of
those constituents, both at home and
those traveling to Washington, D.C. for
the inauguration, to serve.

Thank you once again.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 4 minutes to my good
friend, the gentleman from the State of
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS), a gentleman who
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serves on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and has served and distin-
guished himself on our Committee on
Education and Labor.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Thank you
very much, Mr. Chairman. Let me first
of all thank my good friend and chair-
man of our subcommittee. As a matter
of fact, I am already beginning to feel
disappointed and underprivileged be-
cause I will not have the opportunity
to serve with him this year as a result
of leaving the Education Committee.
But I want to thank him for yielding
time, and I want to thank him for his
tremendous leadership.

Mr. Speaker, next Tuesday will usher
in a new era of hope, a new chapter in
the history of America, when Presi-
dent-elect Obama takes office. This
historic moment brings renewed energy
to Dr. King’s mission and memory. We
must not forget that we have reached
this place in history partly because of
Dr. King’s remarkable life. Today I
would like to honor his memory and
those who work tirelessly for his cause.

Frederick Douglass once said, ‘A
battle lost or won is easily described,
understood, and appreciated, but the
moral growth of a great nation re-
quires reflection, as well as observa-
tion, to appreciate it.” Today, we do
just that. Today we reflect on one life
that changed the course of so many
others. We reflect on the commitment
and integrity of a man who stood up to
those who said he was nothing. We re-
flect on a man who had his priorities in
line, who knew what was important
and never forgot it. And we reflect so
that we can learn what we must do as
a nation to realize Dr. King’s dream.

Born January 15, 1929, Dr. King grew
up to be a man who would change
American history by fighting for fair-
ness, dignity and equality for all under
the law and through the eyes of his fel-
low citizens. But his journey was never
easy. Martin Luther King attended
Georgia’s segregated public schools.
Like so many others, Dr. King was told
by society that he was a lesser being
and that he could never be as good, as
human, as his peers.

But his journey was never easy. De-
spite the hardships, the bombings, the
fire hoses, the dogs, the relentless beat-
ings and the death of those devoted to
his cause, Dr. King was able to rally
his followers to rise to the occasion by
his purpose-driven actions and unfor-
gettable rhetoric.

In the great example of Dr. King’s in-
fluence, 250,000 men and women, white
and black, gathered for the famous
march on Washington. It was there
that Dr. King delivered his ‘I have a
Dream’ speech to the Nation.

Dr. King’s legacy reminds us that
there are some things we must con-
tinue to fight for. And although the
rocky road that Dr. King traveled is
somewhat smoother today, this Nation
must continue to promote equal oppor-
tunity and fairness for all Americans.
As we face today’s many challenges, we
remember that Dr. King’s hope for a
better tomorrow is very much alive.
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So I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the
opportunity to participate in this dis-
cussion, and again I want to thank my
friend and colleague from the great
State of Texas for giving me the oppor-
tunity.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the honorable gentleman
from California (Mr. DREIER) so that he
can speak to this House resolution.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, let me
begin by expressing my appreciation to
my good friend and colleague Mr.
HiNoJOSA for his leadership and his
management of this, and to my friend
Mr. PLATTS as well, and Ms. MATSUI
and Mr. DAVIS for their very thoughtful
remarks.

I, of course, rise in very strong sup-
port of the resolution. I was looking
forward to voting for it, but I didn’t in-
tend to address it until I listened to
the remarks of Mr. DAVIS in which I
was reminded of a very thoughtful
interview I heard this morning with
the Reverend Joseph Lowery, who, as
we know, next Tuesday at the age of 87
is going to be participating in the his-
toric inauguration of Barack Obama.

He was talking about the Reverend
Martin Luther King and the level of ac-
tivism that he had in the civil rights
movement, and he ended his interview
by saying, Mr. Speaker, that he very
much appreciated the fact that at age
87 he had lived long enough to be able
to see the history that we will all wit-
ness next Tuesday.

This resolution is focused on ensur-
ing that we encourage the level of vol-
unteerism that is necessary to deal
with what is a very, very serious soci-
etal challenge that we face at this mo-
ment, and that is the hunger problem;
the fact that there are so many people
who, because of the economic downturn
through which we are going, are suf-
fering.

So I want to join with my friends, en-
couraging my constituents in Cali-
fornia, those here in the metropolitan
area, and others around the country to
support the effort that Mr. PLATTS
talked about, by contacting offices and
doing what they can at food banks to
provide assistance. It is being done in
the names of Barack Obama, the Rev-
erend Joseph Lowery, and, of course,
Dr. Martin Luther King.

So I again thank my colleagues for
their effort and the focus on this very,
very important issue, and again urge
all of us to support this resolution.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
voice my strong support for H. Res. 43, a res-
olution that promotes the Martin Luther King
Holiday as a day of national service.

For me, one of the most powerful images of
Washington is the image of Dr. King con-
veying his dream during his 1963 “March on
Washington”, on the steps of the Lincoln Me-
morial.

Dr. King understood government has a fun-
damental responsibility to meet the needs of
all Americans regardless of race or economic
class.

As our Nation prepares to celebrate Martin
Luther King Day, and the inauguration of the
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next President, we remember Dr. King as a
beacon of change.

He gave people the faith and courage to
work peacefully for change to stop racial dis-
crimination, and promote equality and oppor-
tunity across America.

So on the day of remembrance named in
his honor, let us all truly recommit ourselves to
changing and working to bring about oppor-
tunity for all Americans.

We call on our Nation to serve, and recog-
nize the determination of those men and
women who continue to work to make the
world a better place for future generations.

| urge my colleagues to honor the legacy of
Dr. King and those who continue to follow his
example, and support H. Res. 43.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
the great pleasure of supporting of H. Res. 43,
which recognizes the hard work of those who
serve in their communities on Martin Luther
King Day and promotes the holiday as a day
of national service.

During Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s lifetime,
he worked tirelessly towards creating a more
just America, seeking to not only heal this na-
tion’s racial divides, but to empower all Ameri-
cans to take responsibility for bettering their
communities through service. Recognizing this
legacy, Congress passed the King Holiday
and Service Act in 1994, designating the King
Holiday as a national day of volunteer service
and asking Americans of all backgrounds and
ages to honor Dr. King’s legacy by engaging
in service projects in their communities. Since
Congress passed the act 14 years ago, mil-
lions of Americans have come together on the
third Monday of January to engage in service
projects ranging from mentoring children to
building homes. By bringing together neigh-
bors who might not normally meet, the King
Day of Service strengthens our communities
and country by breaking down barriers that
have historically divided us and promoting
civic engagement.

Although participation in the King Day of
Service has increased each year, many Amer-
icans remain unaware of the service compo-
nent of the holiday, making it essential for
more organizations to promote this fitting trib-
ute to Dr. King’s memory. As the Chair of the
Congressional Asian Pacific American Cau-
cus, | am proud to join the Congressional
Black Caucus, Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus and the National Service Caucus in co-
sponsoring a food drive to support the Capitol
Area Food Bank, whose resources are running
thin. In Washington, DC alone, 56,000 children
are at risk of being hungry on any day of the
year. But with the convergence of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Federal holiday and the Presi-
dential Inauguration, these children face a
long 5-day weekend when the school break-
fasts and lunches upon which they depend will
not be available.

| am proud to recognize the millions of
Americans inspired by the life of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. to serve their communities and
encourage all my colleagues in Congress and
our fellow Americans to join their neighbors in
community service projects on this important
day and throughout the year.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 43, a resolution recognizing
the efforts of those who serve their commu-
nities on Martin Luther King Day and pro-
moting the holiday as a day of national serv-
ice.
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| am proud to have this opportunity to high-
light the importance of national service as well
as honor a national leader and hero, Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Next Monday, we will celebrate this extraor-
dinary man and the legacy of service he
engrained on our Nation through our dedica-
tion to service.

This year, our celebration of Dr. King’s life
and his commitment to improving the lives of
all Americans is more significant than ever as
the country swears in our first African Amer-
ican president, Barack Obama, the very next
day.

The extraordinary work of Dr. King and his
enduring message of providing equal opportu-
nities for all Americans—in conjunction with
the inauguration of our new president—pro-
vide proof that our Nation is capable of great
change and proof that through service, our
Nation can accomplish whatever it dreams.

As our country swears in President Obama
on January 20, | know that Martin Luther King,
Jr. will be in my thoughts, as well as in the
thoughts of many proud Americans. It is peo-
ple like Dr. King that make our country great,
that make me proud to be a citizen of this
great Nation, and that inspire me to serve.

| am pleased to join my colleagues in recog-
nizing the amazing service of this man that
continues to inspire in our Nation year after
year.

| urge my colleagues to not only join me in
supporting today’s resolution, but join me in
continuing the call for service in our commu-
nities on this special day, and throughout the
year.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 43, and
thank my colleague Congressman TODD
PLATTS, authoring this important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Nation observed
for the 21st time the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
holiday. Each year this day is set aside for
Americans to celebrate the life and legacy of
a man who brought hope and healing to
America. The Martin Luther King holiday re-
minds us that nothing is impossible when we
are guided by the better angels of our nature.

Dr. King’s inspiring words filled a great void
in our Nation, and answered our collective
longing to become a country that truly lived by
its noblest principles. Yet, Dr. King knew that
it wasn’t enough just to talk the talk; he knew
he had to walk the walk for his words to be
credible. And so we commemorate on this hol-
iday the man of action, who put his life on the
line for freedom and justice everyday.

We honor the courage of a man who en-
dured harassment, threats and beatings, and
even bombings. We commemorate the man
who went to jail 29 times to achieve freedom
for others, and who knew he would pay the ul-
timate price for his leadership, but kept on
marching and protesting and organizing any-
way.

Dr. King once said that we all have to de-
cide whether we “will walk in the light of cre-
ative altruism or the darkness of destructive
selfishness. Life’s most persistent and nagging
question, he said, is ‘what are you doing for
others?’”

When Martin talked about the end of his
mortal life in one of his last sermons, on Feb-
ruary 4, 1968, in the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist
Church, even then he lifted up the value of
service as the hallmark of a full life. “I'd like
somebody to mention on that day Martin Lu-
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ther King, Jr. tried to give his life serving oth-
ers,” he said. “I want you to say on that day,
that | did try in my life . . . to love and serve
humanity.

Mr. Speaker, during these difficult days
when the United States is bogged down in a
misguided and mismanaged war in Iraq; ca-
lamities on Wall Street—Main Street—and in
the American automobile industry; we should
also remember that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., who was above all, a person who
was always willing to serve to help his fellow
man.

This year thousands of Americans across
the country will celebrate the national holiday
honoring the life and work of Martin Luther
King, Jr. by making the holiday “a day on, not
a day off.”

The King Day of Service is a way to trans-
form Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and
teachings into community service that helps
solve social problems. That service may meet
a tangible need, such as fixing up a school or
senior center, or it may meet a need of the
spirit, such as building a sense of community
or mutual responsibility. On this day, Ameri-
cans of every age and background celebrate
Dr. King through service projects that:

Strengthen Communities—Dr. King recog-
nized the power of service to strengthen com-
munities and achieve common goals. Through
his words and example, Dr. King challenged
individuals to take action and lift up their
neighbors and communities through service.

Empower Individuals—Dr. King believed
each individual possessed the power to lift
himself or herself up no matter what his or her
circumstances—rich or poor, black or white,
man or woman. Whether teaching literacy
skills, helping an older adult surf the Web, or
helping an individual build the skills they need
to acquire a job, acts of service can help oth-
ers improve their own lives while doing so
much for those who serve, as well.

Bridge Barriers—In his fight for civil rights,
Dr. King inspired Americans to think beyond
themselves, look past differences, and work
toward equality. Serving side by side, commu-
nity service bridges barriers between people
and teaches us that in the end, we are more
alike than we are different.

These ideas of unity, purpose, and the great
things that can happen when we work to-
gether toward a common goal—are just some
of the many reasons we honor Dr. King
through service on this special holiday. | urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting this
legislation and the man who epitomized com-
munity service—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Dr. King's
legacy and to commemorate this day of na-
tional service.

Dr. King once said, “Everybody can be
great . . . because anybody can serve. You
don’'t have to have a college degree to serve.
You don’t have to make your subject and verb
agree to serve. You only need a heart full of
grace. A soul generated by love.”

It is that idea, that together we can make a
difference, in this Nation and in the lives of
others, that has prompted this day of service.
| believe that the message of change reso-
nates greatly this particular Martin Luther King
Day.

This past year, | have seen young people
who have never before been involved in serv-
ice working to change their communities. The
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ideals for which Dr. King gave his life have en-
ergized a new generation of peaceful activists.
These young people may not have experi-
enced the words and spirit of Dr. King during
their lifetime, but his legacy drives their efforts
and enthusiasm.

It is a testament to his greatness that Dr.
King’s message has transcended time and
generations. Dr. King called on all of us to no
longer stand alone in silence, but to stand up
together as a voice against injustice. He in-
spired us to fight for change through non-
violent means, and paved the road for us to
continue that fight even after his death.

Dr. King left us with the challenge to coura-
geously fight and secure the civil rights for all,
from the impoverished and disenfranchised
underclass to the politically and economically
endowed. And while we have made great
progress, there is still work to be done. We
must remain diligent and engaged in defining
how our Nation will achieve this equality.

Today’s Martin Luther King Day is as much
about the past as it is about the present and
the future. Dr. King’s dream is truly timeless,
and | hope all will participate in this day of
service to honor his faith and vision.

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Res. 43 honoring the memory of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and thanking those
who continue to honor his memory by giving
back to the communities in which they live.

Dr. King once said, “Life’s most persistent
and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing
for others?’” Enacted in 1994 by Congress,
the Martin Luther King, Jr., Day of Service
was started to honor Dr. King’s legacy by giv-
ing folks the opportunity to answer that ques-
tion. Its theme, “Make it a Day On, not a Day
Off,” urges Americans everywhere to spend
their day off working to create a better soci-
ety—as Dr. King did.

Despite all the hardships and discrimination
he experienced in his lifetime, Dr. King never
lost his profound love for all mankind. I'd like
to thank those Americans who spend their hol-
iday volunteering in their communities, helping
out their brothers and their sisters. Your self-
lessness and sense of civic duty move Amer-
ica one step closer to Dr. King's vision of the
“Beloved Community.” That is worth a day’s
work from any of us.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my strong support for H.
Res. 43, which recognizes the efforts of those
who serve their communities on Martin Luther
King Day and promotes the holiday as a day
of national service.

Fifteen years ago, the enactment of the
King Holiday and Service Act officially des-
ignated Martin Luther King Day as a national
day of volunteer service. Each year since, mil-
lions of Americans across the country, and
thousands in my congressional district, have
been inspired to serve their neighbors and
communities every third Monday of January.

This is an impressive achievement but it is
a fitting tribute to one of the greatest figures
in world history. Dr. King dedicated and, ulti-
mately, sacrificed his life to serve others, es-
pecially “the least of these.” As he famously
observed, “Everybody can be great because
everybody can serve.”

Mr. Speaker, at this defining moment in his-
tory our country faces enormous challenges
and given the enormity of unmet needs, every
contribution—big and small—matters.

All across our land, there are children and
adults to educate; seniors to care for; hungry
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persons to feed; jobless to train and employ;
the environment to protect; and justice to pur-
sue. In short, there is much unfinished work to
be done.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the Corporation for
National and Community Service, the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social
Change, and thousands of other nonprofit,
community, national service, and education or-
ganizations across the country for encouraging
Americans to serve their communities this holi-
day and throughout the year.

| urge all Americans to honor Dr. King by
making the holiday in his honor a “day on,”
not a day off. Dr. King could always be found
serving others. So should we.
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Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HINOJOSA) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 43.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY OF JUDGE
G. THOMAS PORTEOUS

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 15) authorizing and di-
recting the Committee on the Judici-
ary to inquire whether the House
should impeach G. Thomas Porteous, a
judge of the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Lou-
isiana, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 15

Resolved, That in continuance of the au-
thority conferred in House Resolution 1448 of
the One Hundred Tenth Congress adopted by
the House of Representatives on September
17, 2008, the Committee on the Judiciary
shall inquire whether the House should im-
peach G. Thomas Porteous, a judge of the
United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Louisiana.

SEC. 2. The Committee on the Judiciary or
any subcommittee or task force designated
by the Committee may, in connection with
the inquiry under this resolution, take affi-
davits and depositions by a member, counsel,
or consultant of the Committee, pursuant to
notice or subpoena.

SEC. 3. There shall be paid out of the appli-
cable accounts of the House of Representa-
tives such sums as may be necessary to as-
sist the Committee in conducting the in-
quiry under this resolution until a primary
expense resolution providing for the expenses
of the Committee on the Judiciary for the
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first session of the One Hundred Eleventh
Congress is adopted. Any of the amounts
paid under the authority of this section may
be used for the procurement of staff or con-
sultant services.

SEC. 4. (a) For the purpose of the inquiry
under this resolution, the Committee on the
Judiciary is authorized to require by sub-
poena or otherwise—

(1) the attendance and testimony of any
person (including at a taking of a deposition
by counsel or consultant of the Committee);
and

(2) the production of such things;
as it deems necessary to such inquiry.

(b) The Chairman of the Committee on the
Judiciary, after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member, may exercise the au-
thority of the Committee under subsection
(a).

(c) The Committee on the Judiciary may
adopt a rule regulating the taking of deposi-
tions by a member, counsel, or consultant of
the Committee, including pursuant to sub-
poena.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MATSUI) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
15.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 15 provides for a
continuation of the authority provided
in H. Res. 1448, as adopted by the House
in the 110th Congress. H. Res. 15 states
that in continuance of H. Res. 1448, the
House directs the Committee on the
Judiciary to inquire whether the House
should impeach G. Thomas Porteous, a
judge of the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Lou-
isiana.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I might consume.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, as my
good friend from Sacramento, my
Rules Committee colleague, has just
said, this resolution will allow the Ju-
diciary Committee to continue its very
important oversight work by reauthor-
izing an investigation of G. Thomas
Porteous.

The committee’s ongoing inquiry
into his conduct and the question of
whether to pursue impeachment by the
House should continue in this 111th
Congress. This is a bipartisan ongoing
effort. In fact, Mr. Speaker, it is so ut-
terly bipartisan and noncontroversial
that our colleagues could very reason-
ably expect that this measure would
have been considered by unanimous
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consent. Such widely supported proce-
dural matters usually do not demand a
formal debate.

I certainly do hope that today’s con-
sideration of this resolution under sus-
pension of the rules is not an indica-
tion that the Democratic leadership
needs filler time for the schedule. I
mean, it would be a little disconcerting
to think that they have nothing more
important to do in the House, just 1
week before this very, very important
inauguration. So whatever the motiva-
tion of today’s procedure, I do strongly
support this measure.

I will say, Mr. Speaker, that as we
look at this debate on this resolution
that we’re considering under suspen-
sion of the rules that, as I said, could
be considered by unanimous consent,
we know that the pressing issue for the
American people right now is our effort
to get our economy back on track.
That’s what so much of the talk is
going on right here in Washington, and
we know that virtually everyone across
this country and, frankly, around the
world, as we deal with this global eco-
nomic downturn, virtually everyone is
talking about what steps can be taken
for us to get our economy back on
track.

And it would seem to me that, rather
than taking time on a resolution such
as this, which could have been consid-
ered by unanimous consent, that we
should be moving ahead as expedi-
tiously as possible with legislation
that will, in fact, get our economy
back on track.

That’s why I, on opening day, just a
week ago today, in fact, I was proud to
introduce a trio of bills that I believe
very strongly, Mr. Speaker, will play a
key role in getting our economy back
on track.

The first bill is known as the Fair
and Simple Tax Plan. We all know
about the complexity of the Internal
Revenue code, and we regularly hear
from our constituents about the level
of frustration. And we all know that it
is very time consuming and costly to
deal with this complex code.

The Fair and Simple Tax Plan is a
package that I was privileged to work
with the former Mayor of New York,
Rudy Giuliani; former nominee for
Governor in California, Bill Simon;
former economic adviser to President
George H.W. Bush, Michael Boskin at
Stanford University, and several oth-
ers. It is a plan, Mr. Speaker, that
would take the six tax rates that we
have today and compress them down to
three rates. The top rate, Mr. Speaker,
would be 10 percent on the first $40,000
in income, 15 percent on income be-
tween $40 and $150,000, and a top rate of
30 percent on all income above $150,000.

Now, I believe that that kind of rate
reduction would increase compliance
and stimulate very important eco-
nomic growth that the American peo-
ple know is desperately needed as we
deal with these tough economic times.

This measure also has some other
very important components that would
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take the complex Internal Revenue
code and bring it down to a single page,
one page. It does maintain, Mr. Speak-
er, some important provisions, like the
ability for the American taxpayer to
deduct the interest on their home
mortgage; the ability, and we talked
about the resolution earlier, encour-
aging volunteerism; the ability to con-
tinue to deduct the charitable con-
tributions that people make as we en-
courage this level of volunteerism.
Very important.

It also maintains the important child
credit and the provisions that have ex-
isted. And it expands incentives for re-
tirement, and it includes a $15,000 ex-
clusion to deal with the challenge that
we have with health care. And that
$15,000 could be utilized for the pur-
chase of health insurance or direct
health care costs, because we know
what a pressing need that is that exists
today.

It also is important, if we’re going to
get our economy back on track, Mr.
Speaker, and I wish that we were hav-
ing a full debate on this issue right
now, for us to, I believe, completely
eliminate the inheritance tax, the so-
called death tax.

When you see people having to sell
businesses, to sell homes, simply to
comply with the Internal Revenue
code, and I know that with that death
tax, I believe that completely repealing
that, nailing the coffin on the death
tax is something that is very impor-
tant.

We also know, and today we got the
news about the fact that we’ve seen an
actual narrowing of the trade imbal-
ance, we also know that one of the im-
portant things for us to do is to deal
with the challenge of jobs leaving the
United States and going overseas. And
so that’s why the Fair and Simple Tax
Plan also reduces the top tax rate on
job creators from 35 percent to 25 per-
cent, and economists across the board
have recognized that that would go a
long way towards creating good jobs
right here in the United States of
America.

We also know that the tax on capital
has been very, very high and people are
living with the threat of it possibly
going up. And so the Fair and Simple
Tax Plan brings about a reduction to 15
percent of that tax on capital gains.
And not many people are witnessing
capital gains at this point, but as we
seek to get our economy back on track,
I believe it’s very important and that
would be a key to helping us in our ef-
fort to do that.

So this is, again, a very simple plan
that I believe could dramatically stim-
ulate economic growth and get to the
kind of permanence that we need.

I will say that I heard some remarks
being made by our distinguished col-
league, the chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee, Mr. CONRAD, in
which he was referring to some of the
concerns that he’s had with this mas-
sive economic stimulus bill that is
about to come before us. And one of the
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concerns that he raised as he talked
about it being timely and targeted,
that we—and temporary, those three
Ts—that we do everything we can to
ensure that. And he pointed to the fact
that the notion of dramatically extend-
ing and making permanent the unem-
ployment insurance would not be tem-
porary. Making permanent COBRA pro-
visions would not be temporary. Those
are two issues that our colleague, Mr.
CONRAD, has raised as concerns.

So I think that there’s a lot of con-
troversy swirling around this so-called
economic stimulus package, and I
think that if we want it to be timely
and temporary, these government
spending programs, we need to spend
time and effort focused on how we can
permanently, permanently get our
economy back on track.

I mentioned the first of the trio of
bills that I introduced a week ago
today, Mr. Speaker. The second one is
dealing with an important sector of our
economy which we all know has played
a key role in the downturn through
which we’re now going, and that is the
housing industry. And we’ve seen huge
sums of money pushed toward the
housing industry right now, and I be-
lieve that one of the things that we
need to do is to reward responsible be-
havior.

Now, unfortunately, government pol-
icy has encouraged people to purchase
homes with zero down, and have inter-
est rates that are extraordinarily low;
basically turning the home ownership,
something that we very much want to
encourage, into little more than homes
into little more than rental units, cre-
ating incentive for people to walk away
from them.

So the second bill that I introduced,
Mr. Speaker, is designed to incentivize
people to responsibly have equity in
their homes. One of the problems that
we found is that as we see this credit
crunch, it’s been difficult for people to
have what is now necessary for a down
payment for those homes. And so the
measure that I introduced, which,
again, will encourage people not to
walk away from their home and have
equity in it, provides a $2,000 credit if
one provides a, establishes a 5 percent
down payment, a $5,000 credit if they
have a 10 percent down payment, and a
$10,000 tax credit if they will put 15 per-
cent down.

Now, let’s think about that. I mean,
if someone puts 10 percent down on a
$200,000 home, they automatically have
$20,000 in equity and would be much
less inclined to abandon that home as
we’ve dealt with the challenges that we
face out there.

There is an inventory that needs to
be addressed, of housing, that has yet
to be purchased. We have neighbor-
hoods that have been emptied, and I be-
lieve that this kind of incentive could
again take this industry, which has
played a role in the economic down-
turn, and actually, as has historically
been the case, play a role in leading us
back to economic strength.
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And the third measure deals with the
other industry, Mr. Speaker, that, as
you know very well, we’ve spent a
great deal of time talking about here;
the administration has recently taken
action on it, and it has to do with the
automobile industry.

Now, I will say that I'm not person-
ally one who believes that we should be
using the Tax Code to encourage the
selection of winners over losers, but we
know that both the housing industry
and the auto industry have historically
been very critical when it comes to
moving back to economic strength.
And so, having worked with a number
of automobile dealers who, frankly,
were here in December when we were
having the debate in the 110th Congress
on this issue, one of the things that
was said to me was that we need to
make sure that people are encouraged
to get off the couch and into the show-
rooms to look at the purchase of auto-
mobiles.

Now, we know, one dealer, a fellow
called John Symes, about whom I've
spoken here, a 60-year dealership in
Southern California in the Pasadena
area, a number of dealerships, has said
that historically the ability to deduct
the interest on automobile loans has
been very, very helpful. Well, I don’t
know that we should go back to that.
So, instead, the third bill that I intro-
duced on this, Mr. Speaker, would do
the following:

We basically are saying that today
we know that the sales tax, both State
and local sales tax in States has been
very high, and so we called for a credit
that would allow an offset for the State
and local sales tax to encourage people,
again, to get into the showrooms to
purchase automobiles, regardless of
where those automobiles are from.

I regularly like to say when people
say, well, what about American-made
cars? And I ask the question somewhat
rhetorically, what is an American-
made car, Mr. Speaker? Is it a Ford
manufactured in Canada with Mexican-
made parts, or is it a BMW manufac-
tured in South Carolina with Amer-
ican-made parts?

And so I believe it is important for us
to ensure that any automobile, any
automobile would, in fact, qualify for
this provision. So if someone’s buying
a $20,000 automobile and the sales tax
is 8 percent, that would be $1,600 right
off the top. And we set that at the sales
tax rate for January 1 of 2009.

Both the housing and the automobile
provisions, Mr. Speaker, apply for a 2-
year period of time during which I'm
convinced we can, in fact, see our econ-
omy grow.
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The reason that I have raised these
issues, Mr. Speaker, is that I believe,
as we deal with a resolution like this
one that could be brought up under
unanimous consent, we should, instead,
be debating and voting on measures
like these three bills that were intro-
duced last week. I know there are a
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wide range of other creative ideas that
have come from Democrats and Repub-
licans as well as to how we can deal
with this.

So I hope very much that we can
take on this challenge and that we can
ensure that whatever we provide in
this economic stimulus package that it
is, in fact, going to be a package that
will get our economy back on track.

I am very concerned at the reports
that we have gotten of massive, mas-
sive spending, and I, again, congratu-
late our colleague Senator CONRAD for
pointing to the deficit as being an issue
with which we are going to have to
contend. If we want to have sustained
and not temporary economic growth, I
believe the best way that we can do
that is to take steps to encourage
greater and greater and greater pri-
vate-sector growth in our economy.

So, Mr. Speaker, as I said, I am in
support of this resolution. I hope very
much that we can move ahead with it
so that we will be able to deal with the
pressing challenges that the American
people have sent us here to address.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
support of this resolution.

Mrs. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to support H. Res. 15, which | co-
sponsored with Chairman CONYERS. This reso-
lution provides continued authorization for an
inquiry into whether U.S. District Judge G.
Thomas Porteous should be impeached.

The Constitution reserves the exclusive
power of impeachment to the House of Rep-
resentatives and the exclusive power to try all
impeachments in the Senate. Any “civil offi-
cer’ of the United States, including Federal
judges, shall be removed from office if im-
peached and convicted of “treason, bribery,
and other high crimes and misdemeanors.”

Only 13 Federal judges have been im-
peached during the past 219 years of our con-
stitutional history. The House has exercised
this prerogative sparingly in deference to judi-
cial independence, one of the cornerstones of
our republic.

Chairman CONYERS and | concluded last
year that there is sufficient reason to initiate
an impeachment inquiry regarding Judge G.
Thomas Porteous, Jr., who was appointed to
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of Louisiana in 1994.

The basis for this resolution was largely de-
veloped by a Special Committee of the Judi-
cial Council of the Fifth Circuit. The findings of
the Fifth Circuit were endorsed by the U.S. Ju-
dicial Conference, which notified the House of
Representatives on June 18, 2008, of its de-
termination that impeachment proceedings
may be warranted.

The materials submitted to the Judiciary
Committee by the Judicial Conference are ex-
pansive and thorough. This led us to begin an
impeachment inquiry last Congress pursuant
to H. Res. 1448. However, our work is not yet
complete. The resolution before us today is
nearly identical to H. Res. 1448 and allows us
to continue our investigation.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 15,
authorizing and directing the Committee on
the Judiciary to inquire whether the House
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should impeach G. Thomas Porteous, a judge
of the United States District Court for the East-
ern District of Louisiana. | encourage all of my
colleagues to support this resolution author-
izing and directing the Judiciary to inquire into
the matters concerning Judge Porteous and
let it be a signal that this Congress is inter-
ested in understanding what truly transpired
regarding the Judge in a bipartisan and impar-
tial manner.

Judge Porteous was a United States District
Judge for Louisiana, and had been a judge of
the Louisiana Judicial District Court from 1984
before being appointed to the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana in
1994 by President Bill Clinton.

Judge Porteous is well-known for his stance
upholding the Constitution’s separation of
church and state and his judgments in de-
fense of the first amendment right to free
speech. He has controversially ruled in several
landmark cases against the State, including
one 2002 case in which he ruled that the
State of Louisiana was illegally using Federal
money to promote religion in its abstinence-
only sex education programs. He ordered the
State to stop giving money to individuals or