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Wild American Ginseng
(Panax guinguefotius)
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Three Major threats to ginseng
According to Stakeholders

d

Poachers




Research Questions

What do
stakeholders believe
causes one to
poach?

How do
stakeholders
perceive the
effectiveness of
current
Interventions?




Significance of the Study
= Viability of wild

populations

= Continuation of HheAppaluchinfegon o
ginseng
commerce Iin
Appalachia

= Lack of previous
studies on plant

poaching



Methodology

Historical Analysis
Interviews

Q Methodology

Rate the top 3 most and least
significant reasons to poach and
discuss effectiveness of
Interventions



St?ki," ers -
e "&*ﬂ" T
- Glnseng growers and gatherers
= Law officers

= Public’land managers

- Glnseng dealers (herb buyers)
= Researchers.and Nofi®erofit groups
= Legal community (lawyers)




Participant Information

33 Total Participants
26 Interviews
23 Q Sorts

States represented-12 OH, 9 WV, 5 KY, 3
VA, 2 NC, 1 NY, 1PA

7 PLM, 4 Law enforcement, 2 Legal, 7
Gatherers/growers, 5 buyers, 8 Other

9 Women
Ages-24 to 84



Results

Four perspectives on the causes
of poaching

Typology of ginseng poaching

Opinions about methods of
Intervention _
Recommendations J,




Four Perspectives on Poaching

Historical/traditional view (Factor
A)

Poachers are criminals view
(Factor B)

Faillure of legal repercussions view
(Factor C)

Poverty and drug use view (Factor
D)



Historical T raditional View
Factor A

“Generations offlocal peeplein West Virginia
have become accustomed to treating the
land as a cemmons, roaming over

boundariesiand property lines without little
attention lbeing paid to the true owners.

T hey think what they find in the woods IS In
fact thelrs regardless of who owns the title

or deed to that land.”




Poachers are Criminals View
Factor B

“Poaching Is taking wildlife or ginseng
Illegally and it 1s theft whether it was
theft fromi private property or'stealing
firom the people of the State of Ohio.

It’s a violation ofiwildlife laws which
we have authority on. The 2006 price
paid for wild ginseng In OhIo was
about $450 a peund, making It worth
much more than poaching a deer.”




Lack of Le al Re ercussmns,Vlew
_Factor C . SR

“Often they [the poachers] just“‘“get fi’thr
trespassing.and.then.it’s reported in the _
NEWSPAPEF:.. THE OroWErS penallzed
becaviseiothensiwill poachshim too "

Judges dontt take It SEIHOUSY There Are
21O Jieal ieethinithe: redlilationsyeven
o when tvolves theft of plantsiout of
" SeasoloReNs publlc I2hds-or between

. states ? BWey




# ' Poverty \View

Facto;[ D
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“When It comes, to absentee landowners
like'coalad tlmlfér Companies, Poor
people a beingj i@‘n eﬁ much |ke/

the peopléiof AfriGa. Pt opje-a’re irt
poc‘)'r,d'nd,caQ{ ge%' inbdgh to eaf 4 A
the: rlcheé of the Iand: aren t being
sha%ed If the ab ntge [andowne
intefiested init [glmSeng] a}vhy cal

OthErs haveg access tb. it?2’7 ~




Categories of Reasons to Poach
Commercial gain
No legal repercussions
Need money for family
Lack of respect for private property
Traditional right of use of land

Access to land
Easy to do
Accidental
Way of life
Ignorance
Sport




Typologies

Muth and Bowe Literature Review Ginseng Community Interviews

Commercial gain* Commercial Gain *
Household consumption* Need money for family*
Traditional right of use * Traditional right of use*
Trophy poaching Access to land
Thrill killing Way of life
Protection of self and property Lack of belief in private property
Recreational * Recreation/Sport *
Accidental * Accidental *
Disagreement with specific regulations No legal repercussions
Gamesmanship Ignorance

Easy to do

* Given for both Typologies




Interventions

Restrictive Methods
Incentive Methods
Education

Other




Key Findings

Two paradigms of thought about the causes
of poaching (A and D) and (B and C)

Different perspectives chose different
methods of interventions

No apparent correlation between states or
stakeholder groups for perspectives

More than one theory can be used to frame
ginseng poaching (Neutralization,
Differential association, Focal concern, and
Folk crime)



Future Research and
Recommendations

Inclusion of ALL stakeholders
Creation of a task force
Education of ginseng community
Increase use of signage/fences

Make cultivated ginseng a
recognizable crop with certification
and Insurance



Additional Recommendations

Formation of National
organization and state chapters

Revisit the definition of what is and
Isn’t “poaching”
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