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Glossary of Terms 

 
Accepted. An installation is "accepted" if it has been inspected and found by a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory to conform to specified plans or to procedures of applicable 
codes.  
 
Accessible. (As applied to wiring methods.) Capable of being removed or exposed 
without damaging the building structure or finish, or not permanently closed in by the 
structure or finish of the building. (See "concealed" and "exposed.")  
 
Accessible. (As applied to equipment.) Admitting close approach; not guarded by locked 
doors, elevation, or other effective means. (See "Readily accessible.")  
 
Appliances. Utilization equipment, generally other than industrial, normally built in 
standardized sizes or types, that is installed or connected as a unit to perform one or more 
functions.  
 
Barrier. A physical obstruction that is intended to prevent contact with equipment or live 
parts or to prevent unauthorized access to a work area.  
 
Branch circuit. The circuit conductors between the final overcurrent device protecting the 
circuit and the outlets.  
 
Building. A structure that stands alone or is cut off from adjoining structures by fire walls 
with all openings therein protected by approved fire doors.  
 
Circuit breaker. A device designed to open and close a circuit by nonautomatic means 
and to open the circuit automatically on a predetermined overcurrent without damage to 
itself when properly applied within its rating.  
 
Concealed. Rendered inaccessible by the structure or finish of the building. Wires in 
concealed raceways are considered concealed, even though they may become accessible 
by withdrawing them. (See Accessible. (As applied to wiring methods.))  
 
Conductor --  
 
(1) Bare. A conductor having no covering or electrical insulation whatsoever.  
 
(2) Covered. A conductor encased within material of composition or thickness that is not 
recognized by this subpart as electrical insulation.  
 
(3) Insulated. A conductor encased within material of composition and thickness that is 
recognized by this subpart as electrical insulation.  
 
Conduit body. A separate portion of a conduit or tubing system that provides access 
Damp location. See Location.  



OSHA Grant SH-16625-07 

 2

 
Dead front. Without live parts exposed to a person on the operating side of the equipment  
 
Deenergized. Free from any electrical connection to a source of potential difference and 
from electrical charge; not having a potential different from that of the earth.  
 
Disconnecting means. A device, or group of devices, or other means by which the 
conductors of a circuit can be disconnected from their source of supply.  
 
Disconnecting (or Isolating) switch. (Over 600 volts, nominal.) A mechanical switching 
device used for isolating a circuit or equipment from a source of power.  
 
Fuse. (Over 600 volts, nominal.) An overcurrent protective device with a circuit opening 
fusible part that is heated and severed by the passage of overcurrent through it. A fuse 
comprises all the parts that form a unit capable of performing the prescribed functions. It 
may or may not be the complete device necessary to connect it into an electrical circuit.  
 
Ground. A conducting connection, whether intentional or accidental, between an electric 
circuit or equipment and the earth, or to some conducting body that serves in place of the 
earth.  
 
Grounded. Connected to the earth or to some conducting body that serves in place of the 
earth.  
 
Grounded conductor. A system or circuit conductor that is intentionally grounded.  
 
Grounding conductor. A conductor used to connect equipment or the grounded circuit of 
a wiring system to a grounding electrode or electrodes.  
 
Grounding conductor, equipment. The conductor used to connect the noncurrent-carrying 
metal parts of equipment, raceways, and other enclosures to the system grounded 
conductor, the grounding electrode conductor, or both, at the service equipment or at the 
source of a separately derived system.  
 
Ground-fault circuit-interrupter. A device intended for the protection of personnel that 
functions to deenergize a circuit or a portion of a circuit within an established period of 
time when a current to ground exceeds some predetermined value that is less than that 
required to operate the overcurrent protective device of the supply circuit.  
 
Insulated. Separated from other conducting surfaces by a dielectric (including air space) 
offering a high resistance to the passage of current.  
 
Insulated conductor. See Conductor, Insulated.  
 
Service conductors. The conductors from the service point to the service disconnecting 
means.  
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Voltage (of a circuit). The greatest root-mean-square (rms) (effective) difference of 
potential between any two conductors of the circuit concerned.  
 
Voltage, nominal. A nominal value assigned to a circuit or system for the purpose of 
conveniently designating its voltage class (as 120/240 volts, 480Y/277 volts, 600 volts). 
The actual voltage at which a circuit operates can vary from the nominal within a range 
that permits satisfactory operation of equipment.  
 
Watertight. So constructed that moisture will not enter the enclosure.  
 
Weatherproof. So constructed or protected that exposure to the weather will not interfere 
with successful operation. Rainproof, raintight, or watertight equipment can fulfill the 
requirements for weatherproof where varying weather conditions other than wetness, 
such as snow, ice, dust, or temperature extremes, are not a factor.  
 
 


