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Public session to addr ess environmental health concerns

Areyou concerned about pesticidesin your foods, microorganismsin your drinking water,
pollutants such asradon and carbon monoxide in your home? These are just some of the
environmental hazardsthat can affect the health of older Americans.

Aswe age, our bodies become mor e susceptible to environmental hazards and we accumulate
a lifetime of exposures. Usually, a person'simmune system diminisheswith age. Often the
older person'simmune system responseisreduced dueto multiple medicationsor chronic
conditions.

You can have avoicein theseissues. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, with the
public'shelp, isdeveloping an Aging I nitiative to study and prioritize environmental health
threatsto seniors. Theinitiative will also examine the effect a rapidly growing aging
population will have on our environment. (By 2030, the number of U.S. seniorsis expected to
doubleto 70 million. Allegheny County has one of the nation's highest populations of seniors.)

The Aging I nitiative will encourage seniorsto volunteer in their communitiesto reduce
hazards and protect the environment for future generations. Theinitiative will be developed
through an open, participatory processthat will shape a National Agenda on the Environment
and the Aging.

Six public meetings acr oss the country will be held thisyear based on the findings of a
December, 2002 National Academy of Sciences workshop called " The Differential
Susceptibility of Older Personsto Environmental Hazards." At the meetings, the EPA will ask
for input from all stakeholders, including seniors, to ensure the development of a

compr ehensive National Agenda on the Environment and the Aging.

In Pittsburgh, a Public Listening Session to shape the National Agenda will be held from 2to 4
p.m., Wednesday, April 23, 2003. Join the EPA at the Pittsburgh Athletic Association,
Pennsylvania Room, First Floor, 4215 Fifth Ave., Oakland.

Thereisno cost to attend.

" Older adults exercise a greater voicein thedirection of their government and votein larger
number sthan other segments of the population,” said Mildred Morrison, administrator
Allegheny County Area Agency on Aging. " Thisisanother opportunity for them to express
their opinion.”

Participants will identify environmental health threatsthat affect older personsand develop



practical interventionsto prevent exposureto these hazar ds; examinethe effect that a rapidly
aging population could have on the environment; and encour age seniorsto volunteer to
reduce hazards and protect the environment.

For moreinformation on the EPA Aging Initiative, please call (202) 564-2188.



