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. On Apnl 4, 1995, representatwes from the Pratrle Island Dakota Indian Commiunity

{Community) met with staff from'the U.S.- Nuclear Regulatory ‘Commission - (NRC). The

. purpose. of this meeting was-to dtscuss the Communlty s: proposed multl-egency

“memorandum- of understanding - iMOUl concerning the’ Prairia 15land Niclear-Power Plant

and the 'NRC's March .27, 1995 letter in which- the ‘NRC staff.declined to sngn,the proposed -

MOU. "In the ,course of discussions at the' Apnl 4 meetmg, Community representatives -
asked two' questtons which posed significant policy issues requiring Commission
consideration. ' The Commlssron has carefully considered these questions and has recently

-'prowded its dlrectron to the’ NRC staff

_The frrst questlon was whether, in lteu of sngnlng the multi-egency MOU proposed by the

the.Prairie Island plent in ||ght of .the health’ and: seiety concerns ol the Preme lslend

'Dekote Indian Commumty. In edditton, ‘the- general MOU would descnbe how the two .

- partres commumcate end shere mformetion.

' The Commrsslon has drrected the stefl to continue to implement the splrit end letter of

-Presrdent Clinton’s-April ‘29, 1994 executive ‘memorandum .to .ensure thet the rtghts ot

sovereign Tribal governments are fully: respected .and:to operate ‘within .a government to--

.government relationship with Federelly-recognlzed Native American Tribes. - As you: know,

the NRC staff has mat with representatives from:the’ Community. including members of -
the Tribal Council, on several occasions:on issues. such as’ the stetus of .dry cask: storege

‘activities atthe Prairie Island ‘plant. -Points of contact:have been .establishad: between the

Community and the "NRC ‘staff for information exchange. ~“In addition; the Tribal® ‘Council
has been placed on standard. distribution for, the Prairie Island.dockets for'the, ‘plant,. the

“onsite mdependent spent fuel:storage facility and the proposed Goodhue County offsite

independant spent:fuel storage Installation (ISFSI). -As such; the’ Commumty has” been
providad with'the Prairie Island plent lnspection end effluent reports meettng notices, -

. general correspondence .and enforcement’ notiiicetions, .as 'well as all communications -

associated with the: proposed offsite ISFSL. " The Commission. belneves that the.current

. machanisms in-place for staff- lnterectlons with the Community are’ eppropnate. and does

not desire to negotiate .a two-perty generel ‘MOU .at this time. However, this 1etter will
serve as an additional commitment that the ‘NRC will contmue the cooperatlve relationship

which has been establrshed wlth the Community
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The second pohcy issue raised et the’ meeting wes whether the NRC would be wrlhng 10
‘extend.the Cormmission’s’ ""Policy:-on Cooperetron Wrth 'States at: Commercral Nuclear
-Power’ Plants and Other Utilization and ‘Production Facrlrtres to representetwes ‘of the
Prairie lsland Dakota Communtty This pohcy ‘sets out the general framework far
cooperatrng wrth States concernrng NRC licensed. productron and: utrlrzatron fecrlrtres by
routrnely providing . lnformetron to the Governor-appomted State: Lrarson thoer ana
respondmg 'to requests from Stetes in a trmely menner. ln addrtron, the polrcy esteblrshes
Agurdence (or negotretrng an MOU which would allow - quahhed host States to perform
rnspectrons for and.on ‘behalf .of the:NRC. A host State'is ‘defined: in'the pollcy statement
as a’Stato in which the: NRC-lrcensed “facllity.Is’located. Under the policy, adjacent ‘States
are given the opportunity’ to observe NRC Inspectlons. An’ adjacent :Stateis:defined-as a
'nerghborrng State located wrthm the 10-mile emergency plannlng zone of a plent

The Commrssron rndrcated that- representetrves lrom the Commumty, srmrlar to’ en ed;ecent

- State, can observe ‘NRC rnspections at’ the Prairie lsland Nuclear Power Plant: provrded that
the Community meats_the.same'‘NRC requrrements ‘as :an edjacent State: Under.the
-Commrssron s polrcy, a Stete must ‘satisfy certein requrrements 10. observe ’NRC
inspections and/or inspection entrance and exit meetings. “The State representatrve must
be knowledgeable in redtologicel health and safety matters and, among other things, have.

-made-advance errengements with the Ilcensee for site access training- -and -badging.- and,
must setrsfy escort and confidentiality requrrements ‘Enclosed :for your consrderatron is a
protocol for State observation which can serveas a model for Trrbal observatron "The
same protocols for a host State’applyto an edjecent State (or in your. case, Tribal)
observer.. A request for observation should be: .submitted to‘A. B.-Beach, Region-lll -

" Administrator.”'If the host ‘State and ths Communlty request ‘observation of the same -
inspection, the Reg!onal Admlnistretor will'make the final determination on ‘the number.of -
.observers who may accompany the lnspection. ‘James Lynch, Regron 11l State Liaisori -

a thcer. wrll provrde you with further detarls regerdmg observatrons of NRC rnspectrens

. ANRC Charrmen Shrrley Ann Jackson'is avarlable to mest wrth you. to discuss’ the

' Commrssron s daecision.. The NRC- looks forward.to contrnurng the positive dralogue which
has ‘been established. If you heve eny questrons. pleese cell Mr. Lvnch at o '
{630):829- 9661 .

Sincerely,' .

o ‘for Operations
Enclosure: . e
. As stated

cc: Ada E. Deer, Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs, DOI
Larry Morrin, Acting Area. Diractor,. BIA-Minneapolis
Roger Anderson, Northern States Power Co.
Heather Westra, Commumty Environmental Servrces, PlIC
"Krrsta ‘Sanda, Mrnnesota Department of Public Service



