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The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman i
Federal Communications Commission
445 i2'h Street, iSW
Washington, DC 20554

DearChaim1a~
I

I am ~Titing ....jth respect to the pending merger between Sirius and XM Satellite Radio
Holdings, Inb. It is my understanding that as the Commission nears the end of its review of the
proposed m~rger that the Commission is considering a number of conditions to protect the public
interest.
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I am Fonc(,med this merger of the nation's only two satellite radio providers could
\Illdercut mejmillgful radio competition and harm consumers. The terrestrial radio broadcast
indll;>1ry has linvested hundreds of millions of dollars converting to digital technology. Congress
has alsorecqgruzt,J:the·va!ue ofdigital radio and has pmvided funding to' help pUblic radio
stations tran$ition to digital, including those in Alaska. This digital radio conversion will allow
the narion' s proadcasters to compete in the long term, and bring improved services to
consumers. Accordingly, to ensure that this merger does not give XM and Sirius an
insurmountaple adlvantage in the digital radio market, the Commission ShDUld ensure that HD
radio receptiim capability is integrated into all satellite radio receivers.

By rtlquiring satellite radio tuners to also have HD reception capability the CDmmission
will enable (X)fisumers to choose among the various digital radio services available. In addition,
such a requi~emenl would ensure that consumers would have access to local content and
important pliblic safety announcements. The limited number of satellite receivers available to
consumers historically indicates that such a requirement would be needed to protect consumer
choice. Suc~ a requirement would not place a significant burden on the merged satellite .
provider, bU1 would give consumers equal access to free digital radio.
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Thank yoU'for your consideration and I look forward- to .workmg with .you.. '
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