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Re: Applications of AT&T Inc. and Deutsche Telekom AG (“Applicants”) for 
Consent to Assign or Transfer Control of Licenses and Authorizations
WT Docket No. 11-65 – Ex Parte Notice

Dear Ms. Dortch:  

On September 15, 2011, representatives of Sprint Nextel Corporation (Sprint) met 
with Commission staff in two separate meetings.  In the first meeting, Richard Metzger 
and Charles Logan of Lawler, Metzger, Keeney & Logan, LLC, and I met with Renata 
Hesse, Senior Counsel to Chairman Genachowski for Transactions, and the following 
members of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB): Rick Kaplan, Chief; 
James Schlichting, Senior Deputy Chief; John S. Leibovitz, Deputy Chief; and Nese 
Guendelsberger, Chief of the Spectrum & Competition Policy Division.  

During this meeting, Sprint’s representatives discussed the Commission’s 
spectrum screen and the anti-competitive aggregation of spectrum AT&T would acquire 
as a result of its proposed acquisition of T-Mobile.  Sprint’s representatives pointed out 
that, if the proposed transaction is approved, AT&T would exceed the Commission’s 
current spectrum screen in more than 200 markets, but that the current screen does not 
fully capture the competitive harm that would arise from AT&T’s proposed aggregation 
of spectrum.  Sprint’s representatives urged the Commission to assess AT&T’s proposed 
aggregation of spectrum on a national basis and also to take into account the significant 
differences in values in various spectrum holdings as reflected in secondary market 
transactions and the book values assigned by carriers to their spectrum holdings.  Sprint’s 
representatives further urged the Commission to exclude the Upper 700 MHz D Block 
from the spectrum screen given uncertainties over the auction of this spectrum for 
commercial use and to modify the amount of Specialized Mobile Radio spectrum counted 
under the screen given that portions of this spectrum are unable to support mobile 
broadband services.  The points made by Sprint’s representatives are set forth in detail in 
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Sprint’s pleadings in this proceeding.1  Copies of the attached slides were distributed to 
Commission staff during the meeting.

During the second meeting, Vonya McCann, Senior Vice President, Government 
Affairs, of Sprint; Antoinette Cook Bush and Steven Sunshine of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom, outside counsel for Sprint; and Mr. Metzger, Mr. Logan, and I met 
with Ms. Hesse, Mr. Schlichting, Patrick DeGraba, Chief Economist, WTB; Austin 
Schlick, General Counsel; and James Bird, Senior Counsel, Office of General Counsel.  
During the second meeting, Sprint’s representatives described the antitrust complaint 
Sprint has filed against AT&T, T-Mobile USA, and Deutsche Telekom regarding the 
proposed transaction in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.  As 
explained in the complaint, the proposed transaction would result in a range of 
competitive harms to Sprint and consumers and should be blocked. A copy of Sprint’s 
complaint is attached.

Pursuant to section 1.206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. 
§ 1.1206(b)(2), this ex parte notification is being filed electronically for inclusion in the 
public record of the above referenced proceeding.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Regina M. Keeney
Regina M. Keeney
Counsel to Sprint Nextel Corporation

Attachments

cc: James Bird David Krech
Patrick DeGraba John S. Leibovitz
Stacy Ferraro Catherine Matraves
Nese Guendelsberger James Schlichting
Kathy Harris Austin Schlick
Renata Hesse Best Copy & Printing, Inc.
Rick Kaplan

                                                
1 See Petition to Deny of Sprint Nextel Corporation, WT Docket No. 11-65, at 55-
76 (May 31, 2011); id. at Attachment A, Economic Analysis of the Merger of AT&T and 
T-Mobile, Joint Declaration of Steven C. Salop, Stanley M. Besen, Stephen D. Kletter, 
Serge X. Moresi, and John R. Woodbury, Charles River Associates, at 40-45; Reply
Comments of Sprint Nextel Corporation, WT Docket No. 11-65, at 39-47 (June 20, 
2011).  
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Nationwide Spectrum Holdings



Book Value of Spectrum License Holdings By Carrier ‐ 2010
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Current FCC Spectrum Screen

Spectrum Counted Under Current Screen

Current Screen

Spectrum Band Amount of Spectrum Counted Toward Screen Cite 

Cellular (50 MHz)
PCS (120 MHz)
SMR (26.5 MHz)

200 MHz Cingular‐AT&T Wireless Order, 19 FCC 
Rcd at 21561, ¶ 81 (2004)

700 MHz 80 MHz AT&T – Dobson Order, 22 FCC Rcd
20295, ¶ 30 (2007)

AWS‐1 90 MHz in markets where the spectrum has been 
cleared and is available 

Sprint Nextel – Clearwire Order, 23 
FCC Rcd 17570, ¶ 72 (2008)

BRS 55.5 MHz in markets where transition has been 
completed 

Sprint Nextel – Clearwire Order, 23 
FCC Rcd 17570, ¶ 70 (2008) 

Spectrum Screen Availability of BRS and AWS‐1 Spectrum 

95 MHz Neither BRS nor AWS‐1 spectrum is available in the market

115 MHz BRS spectrum available but AWS‐1 spectrum not available in the market

125 MHz AWS‐1 spectrum available but BRS spectrum not available in the market

145 MHz Both AWS‐1 and BRS spectrum available in the market 










































































































































