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What i1s the National Archives?

The Archives preserves the permanent records of the
Federal Government for the people of the United States.

The National Archives at Kansas City is one of 13 regional
branches of the National Archives.




The Archives at KC

We hold records created
by field offices of
agencies in our region.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The archives holds historic records of Federal agencies that operated in Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska, as well as some from the Dakotas and Minnesota. These include documents, photographs, maps, charts, even a few sound recordings and motion pictures.  Because our portion of the country was settled later than the East, most of what we have dates from the second half of the nineteenth century through about 1975, but we do have a few earlier materials.  
Only 1% or 2% of all the records the Federal government creates are considered permanent records and eventually come to the archives.  Records must have some historic, intrinsic, legal, or evidentiary value to be kept permanently.

The vast majority of our holdings are open for research.  Most of the exceptions are restricted under the Privacy Act because of personal data on living persons.

						





- Old permanent records are
The Life Cycle of Federal Records sent to the National Archives
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In the Stacks

Over 60,000 cubic feet of original records

from over 90 Federal agencies
lowa

SEURES
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota

South Dakota



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have over 60,000 cubic feet of records from nearly 100 different agencies at the present time.  However, over half that amount comes from the Federal courts in our region.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Corps of Engineers records also take up lots of space.

This is a picture of one of the rows in our stack area.  The shelves are 14 feet high, so we use ladders to get to the boxes on the upper shelves.


What Is There To Do at the
Archives?

Explore our exhibit galleries
Watch Democracy Starts Here (11 min film)
Research your family history

Attend a genealogy workshop, author
lecture, or film series




Events

Contact us to set up a
tour or arrange to hold a
meeting at our facility




Children’s
Programs

Tours and activities
available on request




Our Research Rooms

Genealogists
Teachers
Students
Authors
Historians
Attorneys
Film Makers



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a picture of our research room for the use of archival records.  We have a closed stack area, so the staff brings records out for the use of patrons in this room.  

A fairly broad spectrum of researchers comes here.  The paintings that you see on the wall were done by an artist and amateur historian who has spent a lot of time researching the many characters who appear in our Leavenworth Penitentiary inmate files.  Each painting is based on a mugshot.


A Few of Our Treasures . . .

Leavenworth
Penitentiary inmate
files and mugshots

Naturalization records
Federal court records
Federal land records

Bureau of Indian
Affairs records




|_eavenworth

Penitentiary

About 70,000 prisoners
from all over the United
States arrived at
Leavenworth Penitentiary
between 1895 and 1952

Name index, 1895-1931,
on our website

Most files contain

mugshot, information on
sentence, background of
prisoner, medical records,
record of letters sent and

received, work record, etc.

One of four men
sentenced to life for
robbing a mail train
in Richardson
County, Nebraska in
1909, Frank
Grigware escaped
and fled to Canada.
Identified 24 years
later, he was never
extradited.




Naturalization
Records

No central index exists

Records of naturalizations
In Federal Courts are at the
National Archives

Many indexes are posted
on our website
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Federal Court
Records

We have thousands of
Federal court cases.

These records involve
many individuals and
businesses. They can be
useful for family or
community history.

Civil cases are often filed
In Federal court because
the parties live in
different states.




Federal Land Records

Cancelled land entry
files for some Kansas
and Nebraska land
offices (early 1900s)

Kansas and Missouri
land tract books

Some Kansas land
office records




Bureau of
Indian Affairs

Records vary widely in
date range and content

Name indexes do not
exist for most series

Extensive finding aids
have been created by
staff to assist
researchers

Letter from James McLaughlin
directing the arrest of Sitting Bull.




A Final Note on Research--What You
Won’t Find at the National Archives

Birth, marriage, and death records
Wills & probate records
Newspapers

Family histories

County court records

Church records




Where Is the Archives?




Questions?

Main tel. 816-268-8000
Email: kansascity.archives@nara.gov

Research Rooms: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m., Tuesday
thru Saturday; Exhibits: 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.,
Tuesday thru Saturday

We are closed on Mondays and all Federal
holidays
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