
DDC HASTINGS, WA EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA 
CHAIRMAN 

DON YOUNG, AK 
RANKING DEMOCRA TIC MEMBER 

DALE E. KILDEE, MI 
JOHN J, DUNCAN, JR" TN 
LOUIE GOHMERT, TX 

PETER A. DEFAZIO, OR 
ENI F.H. FALEDMAVAEGA, AS 
FRANK PALLONE, JR .. NJ 
GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA 
RUSH D. HOLT, NJ 

ROB BISHOP, UT 
DOUG LAMBORN, CO 
ROBERT J. WITTMAN, VA 
PAUL C. BROUN, GA 
JOHN FLEMING, LA 

11t.~. Jlnulit nf 1Rtprtlitntatiutli 
Qtommitttt on Natural iRt.60Urtt.6 

llllIa.64ingtnn. mm 2U515 

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ 
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU 
JIM COSTA, CA MIKE COFFMAN, CO 

TOM McCLINTOCK, CA 
GLENN THOMPSON, PA 
JEFF DENHAM, CA 

DAN BOREN, OK 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, CNMI 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NM 

DAN BENISHEK, MI BEN RAY LUJ AN, NM 
DAVID RIVERA, FL JOHN P. SARBANES, MD 
JEFF DUNCAN, SC BETTY SUTTON, OH 
SCOTT n . TIPTON, CO 
PAUL A. GOSAR, AZ 
RAUL R. LABRADOR, ID 
KRISTI L. NOEM, SD 

NIKI TSONGAS, MA 
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, PR 
JOHN GARAMENDI, CA 
COLLEEN W. HANABUSA, HI 

STEVE SOUTHERLAND II , FL 
BILL FLORES, TX 
ANDY HARRIS, MD 
JEFFREY M. LANDRY, LA 
JON RUNYAN, NJ 
BILLJOHNSON,OH 

Opening Statement By 
The Honorable John Fleming 

JEFFREY DUNCAN 
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR 

MARK AMODEI, NV 

TODD YOUNG 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Fisheries, Oceans, Wildlife and Insular Affairs 
At the Oversight Hearing on 

The Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge 
February 17, 2012 

Good morning, Today, the Subcommittee will conduct an oversight hearing on the p,roposed 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan or CCP for the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge in 
Virginia, 

During the past year, we have heard repeatedly from the Fish and Wildlife Service that the 
reason they recommend no funding for the Refuge Revenue Sharing Program is because refuges 
are economic engines for their local cOlmnunities, 

In this particular case, there is no question that the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge and 
the 1.4 million people who visit it each year are critical to the economic vitality of the Town of 
Chincoteague. Each summer, families travel to Chincoteague to enjoy its beautiful beaches and 
to gaze upon some 125 descendants of Spanish mustangs, which have lived on the Island for 

. some 400 years. These are ponies that were memorialized in Marguerite Henry's 1947 book 
"Misty of Chincoteague." 

It is, therefore, not surprising that the Congressman who represents this community, the Town 
Council of Chincoteague, the local Chamber of COlmnerce and I am told the overwhelming 
majority of residents, were aghast to learn that the Fish and Wildlife Service is considering 
management alternatives which they believe will have a devastating economic impact on their 
town. 

Among the proposals being considered is closing the existing recreational beach, building new 
parking facilities and establishing a shuttle service from a remote location miles from the 
existing beach, and reducing the size of the pony herd. 

From my perspective, what is most disturbing is that despite the fact that the CCP will not be 
completed until at least 2013, the Service has already started to implement their changes. They 
have telegraphed their intentions by seeking up to $7 million in federal grants from the Paul 
Sarbanes Transit in the Parks Program, by indicating their desire to reduce the size of the pony 
herd, and by signing a contract to purchase the Maddox Family Campground. 

http://natura lresources,house,gov 



The fact that the Fish and Wildlife Service is moving forward with one option, while at the same 
time telling the public that they are reviewing all options, is certainly contrary to at least the 
spirit ofthe National Environmental Policy Act. This process lacks transparency and indicates an 
unwillingness to work with either small businesses or the local Chincoteague cOlmnunity and 
begs the question as to when this Administration will stop placing the welfare of its bureaucracy 
over the welfare of the citizenry. At a minimum the public must be given an opportunity to 
comment on the proposed Draft Environment Impact Statement before and not after the agency 
implements its preference. To do otherwise is simply unacceptable and will prompt further 
Congressional inquiries. 


