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Alabama

Program Project Name: National Forests in Alabama- Bridge Replacement &
Maintenance

Local Project Name: Bridge Replacement and Maintenance in Calhoun, Cleburne, Clay,
Covington,

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Alabama

Ranger District: Bankhead

Nearby City(ies): Talladega

Congressional District(s): ALO1, ALO2, ALO3, ALO4, ALO5

County(ies): AL: Calhoun, Cleburne, Covington, Escambia, Macon, Talladega
Modified Date: 7/16/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Bridge Replacement and Maintenance in Alabama
(Story posted 4/2/2010 and updated 7/16/2012)

The transportation system on the National Forests in Alabama includes over 1,200 miles of
roads and 360 miles of trails, with bridges making up a major component of the system.
Approximately 120 road and trail bridges within the national forests are in various conditions
requiring annual monitoring, maintenance, and periodic restoration.

Thanks to Recovery Act projects, the public will notice improvements as they travel through
four national forests in Alabama. Recovery Project funds are creating opportunities to hire
people to remove culverts and litter around bridges and replace trail bridges, signs, and
markers on the Bankhead, Conecuh, Talladega, and Tuskegee national forests.

One successful maintenance project was located in the Conecuh National Forest where a
contractor turned temporary work into permanent employment. Steve Wainwright, a general
contractor with W.D. Wainwright in Prattville, Alabama, converted some of his temporary jobs
that were part of the Recovery Act projects.

According to Wainwright, they were awarded a contract to clean litter around culverts and
drainages. “The work on the Conecuh National Forest was much needed and a great
experience,” said Wainwright. “We enjoyed working with the Forest Service because the staff
believes in getting it done the right way. | was so pleased with my employees and the work
that | decided to hire them permanently.” The company completed project work on eight
bridges and five culvert sites on the Conecuh National Forest.

For visitors and residents living near the Bankhead and Talladega national forests, a drive to

the woods is now safer while also protecting natural resources thanks to recent construction
projects for two forest bridges.
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The Forest Service replaced the Pine Glen Bridge near Helflin on the Talladega National
Forest with Recovery Act funding support. The Forest Service also supported the
construction of the Brushy Creek Bridge near Double Springs on the Bankhead National
Forest. The projects employed local community workers who built the bridges that are now
helping improve habitat for fish and other aquatic organisms, reducing sediment deposits in
local streams and rivers, and enhancing visitor access.

The Brushy Creek Bridge, constructed in the 1930s, had a concrete slab of more than three
and one-half inches that had settled and caused breakage at the expansion joints. During
storms, the bridge was overtopped by large woody debris. Costly maintenance was
necessary to keep the bridge passable.

Like the Brushy Creek Bridge, the Pine Glen Bridge was prone to woody debris jams after
flooding. The bridge width, its load-bearing capacity, and the radius of curvature on the
roadway was also inadequate. Designed in the 1940s, the bridge could no longer support the
increase in traffic volume that developed throughout the years.

The wider-framed bridges with a modern look help improve the natural resources while
helping travelers safely arrive at their destinations.

The National Forests in Alabama received approximately $1.4 million in Recovery Act
funding that involving clean-up and maintenance, culvert replacement, and upgrades to
various trail and road bridges. “Recovery jobs are making a difference by creating jobs that
are improving public lands,” said Miera C. Nagy, forest supervisor for Alabama’s national
forests. The Capital Improvement and Maintenance projects will eliminate an estimate
$816,000 in deferred maintenance.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Alabama — Longleaf Restoration Initiative

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Alabama

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL02, FLO3, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25, GAO1, GAO2, GAO3, GAO4, GAO5, GAO6, GAO7, GA08, GA09, GA10, GA11, GA12,
GA13, NCO01, NCO02, NCO3, NC04, NC05, NC06, NCO7, NCO8, NC09, NC10, NC11, NC12,
NC13, SC01, SC02, SC03, SC04, SCO05, SCO06
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Brevard, Broward, Charlotte, Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto,
Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton,
Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Holmes, Indian River, Jackson,
Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin,
Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach,
Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole,
Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla, Walton, Washington; GA: Appling,
Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow, Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley,
Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun, Camden, Candler, Carroll,
Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga, Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton,
Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta, Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson,
Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas, Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert,
Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin, Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn,
Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall, Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart,
Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis, Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson,
Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long, Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie,
Mclintosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery,
Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe, Paulding, Peach, Pickens,
Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph, Richmond, Rockdale,
Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter, Talbot, Taliaferro,
Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen, Troup, Turner,
Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Webster,
Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance, Alexander,
Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke,
Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee, Chowan,
Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson, Davie, Duplin,
Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville, Greene,
Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell, Jackson,
Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin, Mecklenburg,
Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico,
Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph, Richmond, Robeson,
Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Swain,
Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga, Wayne, Wilkes,
Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson, Bamberg, Barnwell,
Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester, Chesterfield, Clarendon,
Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield, Florence, Georgetown,
Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw, Lancaster, Laurens, Lee,
Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee, Orangeburg, Pickens,
Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in Alabama

(Story posted 4/13/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. The Alabama
Forestry Commission received $1.757 million.

AFC has contracted with the Longleaf Alliance to administer the project. Anne Rilling, with
the Alliance, was hired to coordinate this effort. Other agencies involved include the
Alabama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
The work is being implemented through multiple private contracts.

As of March 15, 2010, there have been many accomplishments: Longleaf establishment on
230 acres on the Geneva State Forest and 650 acres on the Barbour Wildlife Management
Area; 800+ acres of mid-story treatments to improve existing longleaf pine and improve cone
collection areas on the Geneva State Forest and Little River State Forest; around 298,000
longleaf pine seedlings were purchased and provided to supplement the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Landowner Incentive Program to establishing longleaf on an estimated 596
acres (80% complete) of private land; and tuition provided for 47 professionals to attend the
Longleaf Academy for formal training.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Florida Longleaf Restoration Initiative
Region: Southern Region

Forest: Test Forest R8

Nearby City(ies): throughout Florida

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL0O2, FLO3, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in Florida

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97% to 3.4 million acres — only 3% remains. To address these
concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government organizations
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came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine,
which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented collaborative effort
—on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and improve 1.5 million
acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: a total of 200 acres of longleaf
establishment has been completed on the Indian Lakes State Forest, while 13 state forests
are involved in accomplishing prescribed burning, mid-story/understory treatments, and seed
collection; currently, a little over 300 acres of longleaf establishment has been completed on
through Florida’s longleaf pine private lands incentive program (out of 2,000 acres); at
Andrews State Nursery work is underway to increase the longleaf seedling capacity by 2.2
million, while planned to be completed by April 2010; and inventory work for gopher tortoise,
Indigo snake, and RCW is continuing on public lands.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Georgia Longleaf Pine Initiative
Region: Southern Region
Nearby City(ies): Throughout Georgia

Congressional District(s): GA01, GA02, GA03, GA04, GAO5, GA06, GAO7, GA08, GA09,
GA10, GA11, GA12, GA13
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in Georgia

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: Longleaf establishment is
complete on 115 acres on the Paulding Forest; wiregrass planting is complete on the Broxton
Rocks Legacy Forest — 36 acres; field fumigated in order to expand longleaf bare root
capacity by 2 million seedlings; GFC hired John Lathem to administer the Recovery Act
longleaf grant; and the GFC has 4,572 acres of longleaf signed up through Georgia’s Private
Lands Longleaf Restoration Incentive Payment Program. It is estimated that approximately
750 acres will be planted by the end of March. Most of the work this year will be site
preparation with majority of planting to occur during the winter of 2010/11.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: North Carolina Longleaf Pine Restoration
Region: Southern Region
Nearby City(ies): Throughout North Carolina

Congressional District(s): NC01, NC02, NC03, NC04, NC05, NC06, NCO7, NC08, NC09,
NC10, NC11, NC12, NC13
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in North Carolina

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: establishing 431 acres of
longleaf pine and 80 acres of wiregrass on Bladen Lakes State Forest; completing 2,464
acres of prescribed burning; improving 430 acres of longleaf pine through mechanical
treatments of mid-story and understory; collecting and processing 4,600 pounds of longleaf
seed, 14 pounds of wiregrass, and four pounds of other native understory plant species; and
the Division of Forestry hired five temporary forestry technicians at Bladen Lakes to help
implement the longleaf restoration program.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: South Caroline Longleaf Restoration

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): throughout South Carolina

Congressional District(s): SC01, SC02, SC03, SC04, SC05, SC06
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in South Carolina

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: establishment of longleaf pine
on 625 acres on state lands; 1,150 acres of mid-story/stand improvement treatments have
been completed; approximately 4,000 acres of prescribed burning has been completed; work
on private lands has been accomplished (reported through first of March) with the Longleaf
Restoration Program (landowner incentive program) — 180 acres of longleaf establishment,
183 acres of prescribed burning, and 103 acres of mid-story treatments ;the capacity to
produce containerized longleaf pine has been increased at Taylor State Nursery by 750,000
seedlings through contract construction of new raised tables; a private consulting forester
has been contracted to inventory state parks lands for longleaf pine; and the SCFC has sent
45 professionals to the Longleaf Academy in Alabama for formal training.

Program Project Name: Auburn HVAC Repair, Energy Upgrade and LEED-EB
Certification

Local Project Name: Auburn HVAC Upgrade and LEED Certification
Region: Southern Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Auburn, AL

Congressional District(s): ALO3

County(ies): AL: Lee

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3r5oced

Modified Date: 4/11/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Provide Work, Contribute to Sustainable Operations
(Story posted 4/16/2010)

In Lee County, Alabama, the Recovery Act helped to boost the economy by providing work
for more than a dozen people.

Local contractor Alabama Controls, working through Atlanta-based Willis Mechanical,
completed replacement of the Southern Research Station (SRS) laboratory's antiquated and
failing heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system. The goal is to make the
building the first USDA Forest Service building to complete the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design for Existing Buildings' (LEED-EB) certification process, as established
by the U.S. Green Building Council.
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Previously the SRS had completed 60 percent of the LEED certification process for the
23,340 square foot facility.

The project, completed in July 2009, replaced major components of the 38-year-old system
and added new fresh air economizers and a new direct digital control system, allowing an
estimated 35 percent energy savings for the G.W. Andrews Forestry Sciences Laboratory.

Lab occupants are already experiencing better comfort in terms of heating and cooling and
better air quality.

Research engineers are documenting the LEED-EB process and will publish a guide to help
other Forest Service facilities achieve LEED-EB certification.

Creating these job opportunities gives our communities the chance to participate in
developing sustainability technologies and to accomplish some of our highest priority
stewardship work on public and private lands and facilities.

Program Project Name: Alabama Prescribe Burning & Hazard Fuel Reduction
Local Project Name: AL Prescribed Burning and Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Montgomery, Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile

Congressional District(s): ALO1, ALO2, ALO3, ALO4, ALO5, ALO6, ALO7

County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston

Modified Date: 8/12/2010

Story:

Forest Service Recovery Act Grants Help with Hazardous Fuels Reduction
(Story posted 8/10/2010)

The Alabama Forestry Commission is providing grants to small landowners for hazardous
fuels reduction to reduce wildfire risk and promote forest health. The commission is
concentrating their grants on rural areas and areas within the wildland urban interface.
Landowners who have 250 acres or less may apply for a grant to help with fuel reduction
activities on their property, such as prescribed burning; creating fuel breaks and fire lines;
and mulching.

These fuel reduction activities will help landowners treat areas that normally wouldn't be
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burned. It also gives the Alabama Forestry Commission an opportunity to educate small
landowers about the importance of prescribed burning with hopes of them continuing the
practice.

Currently the commission has signed up between 50 and 100 landowners to treat
approximately 2,100 acres. Many of the grants are coming from landowners with less than
100 acres. The commission hopes to continue the program over the next one or two years.
The current grant cycle closes on August 27, 2010.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Atlanta, Columbia, Asheville, Tallahassee, Montgomery

Congressional District(s): ALO1, ALO2, ALO3, ALO4, ALO5, AL06, ALO7, FLO1, FLO2, FLO3,
FLO4, FLOS5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10, FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17,
FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24, FL25, GAO1, GAO02, GAO3, GA04, GAOQS,
GAO06, GAO7, GAO8, GA09, GA10, GA11, GA12, GA13, NCO1, NC02, NC0O3, NC04, NCO05,
NCO06, NCO7, NC08, NC09, NC10, NC11, NC12, NC13, SC01, SC02, SC03, SC04, SCO05,
SCO06
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 8/13/2010

Story:

Longleaf Pine Restoration Funded Through Recovery Act
(Story posted 8/11/2010)

A total of $8.975 million Recovery Act funding, through USDA Forest Service - State &
Private Forestry, was awarded through five separate grants to state forestry agencies in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina during the summer of 2009.
As of June 30, 2010, approximately 43.6 percent ($3.75 million) of the grant funding has
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been reimbursed to the states for work accomplished. The grants have been in effect almost
one year.

Based on the original grant program narratives from each state, the estimated total jobs
created/saved were projected to be 85 FTEs (does not include estimate from Alabama).
Since the initial planned projections, more uniform guidance for calculating jobs (FTES)is
being employed by each state (based on hours worked). As of June 30, 2009, an estimated
85 FTEs have been generated from this program across all five states. It appears the
accomplished FTEs will exceed the estimates provided by the states in the original project
narratives.

A total 8,397 acres of longleaf establishment has been reported completed by the five states
on both private and state lands. This represents around 62 percent completed of the total
13,619 acres planned. The accomplishments signify areas in which all site preparation and
tree planting has been completed. Site preparation work is continuing during the summer and
fall seasons of 2010 to prepare areas for planting during the winter 2010-11.

A total of 3,630 acres of the planned 7,344 acres for longleaf establishment has been
completed on state lands (i.e. state forests, DNR lands). A total of 4,767 acres of the planned
6,275 acres for longleaf establishment has been completed on four private non-industrial
land ownerships. The Recovery Act landowner incentives programs for South Carolina,
Florida, and Georgia have proven to be very successful in reaching landowners interested in
establishing longleaf pine or improving existing longleaf pine.

A total 23,772 acres of existing longleaf pine improvement has been reported completed by
the five states on both private and state lands. This represents around 75 percent of the total
planned 31,488 acres of longleaf establishment completed. Work activities include native
understory plant establishment, prescribed burning, midstory/stand improvement treatments,
and nonnative, invasive plant species treatments.

Work accomplishments for existing longleaf improved on state lands has exceeded the
planned goals, with 21,538 acres reported accomplished. Work accomplishments on private
lands are reported at 2,234 acres.

An overall goal of the grants is for state nurseries in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and
North Carolina to improved facilities in order to increase longleaf seedling production
capacity by 7.6 million seedlings. To date, the states have reported increased completed
capacity at the nurseries of 6.95 million seedlings. Another goal was to increase longleaf
seed collected/processed by 8,350 pounds. The states exceeded this goal by
collecting/processing over 11,000 pounds of longleaf seed. To date there has been 1,743
acres of improvements reported in longleaf cone collection areas to improve access for cone
collection.

The overall goal of the grants is to increase the number of native understory plants produced
at state nurseries by 600,000 plant sets. To date 200,000 plant sets were reported produced.
Additional planning and work is underway to improve understory plant seed collection areas
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(135 acre goal) and to increase native plant seed collected/processed (1,300 pound goal).
Most of the remaining work is scheduled for completion in Florida.

As of June 30, 2010, 125 professionals have been trained at the Longleaf Academies
administered by the Longleaf Alliance. The five states are planning 36 training sessions o
reach 1,200 private landowners related to restoring and management of longleaf pine. Work
is underway to draft a brochure for private landowners that address the economics for
managing longleaf pine.

Page 18



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Alaska

Program Project Name: Alaska Weed Management
Local Project Name: Alaska Weed Management
Region: Alaska Region

Nearby City(ies): Aniak, Juneau, Delta, Fairbanks, Homer, Kodiak, Palmer, Talkeetna,
Dillingham, Seward, Kenai, Metlakatla, Cordova

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Anchorage Borough, Bethel Census Area, Bristol Bay Borough, Dillingham
Census Area, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Juneau Borough, Kenai Peninsula Borough,
Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Kodiak Island Borough, Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Prince
of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area, Southeast Fairbanks Census Area, Valdez-
Cordova Census Area, Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area, Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link:
http://lwww.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5313753.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds to Benefit Alaska Weed Management
(Story posted 5/18/2010)

The Alaska Association of Conservation Districts (AACD) will work with the Forest Service to
oversee and coordinate invasive plant (IP) programs throughout Alaska via coordinator
positions stationed at Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) or at Cooperative
Weed Management Areas (CWMAS).

A volunteer Alaska Weed Management Advisory Committee (AWMAC) will recommend
projects and focal species for each area of the state. IP coordinators will receive training in
issues related to invasive plant surveying, control and management, as well as training in
public outreach methods. Local CWMAs, SWCDs, and a roving crew of six people will work
with the coordinators to conduct invasive plant survey, control, education and outreach
projects in their regions.

In addition, AACD will contract the Alaska Natural Heritage Program to conduct the second
phase of the Alaska invasiveness ranking project.

Program Project Name: Alaska Public and Administrative Facilities Reconstruction
and Maintenance

Local Project Name: Wrangell Floating Camp Repairs
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Wrangell

Nearby City(ies): Wrangell, AK

Congressional District(s): AK0O
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County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area
Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/63zwhd9
Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Wrangell Floating Camp Repairs Completed

(Story posted 4/19/2010)

Project description: Replacement of an existing marine float used for the support of a 28 ft. X
26 ft. timber framed structure. Existing float is of wood construction and in a failing condition.
Replacement includes construction of a new marine float, relocation of the existing timber
framed structure and associated utilities and accessories to the new float, and the demolition
and disposal of the existing float.

Project details: A polyethylene float was constructed in the state of Washington and was
shipped to Wrangell in three pieces. The contractor bolted the pieces together on the City of
Wrangell dock and built a deck structure on the polyethylene float. The deck was built with
Alaska yellow cedar purchased from Icy Straits Lumber & Milling in Hoonah, Alaska.

The new float was then lowered into the water and the existing building was transferred from
the old float to the new float. This was done with a crane by Stikine Transportation from
Wrangell. Stikine Transportation also towed the new float with building to the City of Wrangell
harbor where the contractor finished attaching the building to the deck and relocated and/or
replaced accessories. Accessories include utility lines, steps, thermal pane windows, hot
water heater, marine sanitation device, and skirting.

The project was completed in February 2010. Sage Systems arrived in Wrangell on
November 5, 2009 with five employees. The construction crew left in late December and
returned in early February to complete the project.

Project benefits: The completed float will house Forest Service administrative personnel at
Anan Bay. The Anan Creek Wildlife Observatory is a world-famous bearing viewing site that
attracts tourists from around the world and is of great economic importance to the community
of Wrangell. The Wrangell floating camp will also be available for use as a remote camp for
other Tongass projects during the Anan off season.

The Alaska yellow cedar used for the project was harvested from and processed in Hoonah,
Alaska, along with the construction of the float system in Wrangell helped these two

economically depressed communities.

The project also provided employment for 4-5 Sage System employees, a firm from
Anchorage.
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Program Project Name: Tongass Road Repair, Closure, and Fish Stream Improvement
in Southeast Alaska

Local Project Name: Tongass Road Reconstruction and Storage: Tonka Surfacing Phase I
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Petersburg

Nearby City(ies): Petersburg, AK

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6af4j75

Modified Date: 8/1/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Tongass Road Reconstruction, Storage
(Story posted 6/24/2010)

On the Tongass National Forest, Recovery Act funds supported improvements to arterial
road National Forest System Road 6251 that provides primary access to Tonka Valley on the
Lindenberg Peninsula of Kupreanof Island. This area provides significant access
opportunities for recreation and local subsistence users in the community of Petersburg,
directly across the Wrangell Narrows.

Originally built as a logging road and not intended for sustained public use, this road was
presenting safety issues as it could no longer be maintained with a motor grader. This
Recovery Act project was developed to improve public safety, reduce environmental impacts
from sedimentation, and reduce maintenance costs in the future in an area where use
continues to increase.

During the summer of 2009, this project provided work for several people periodically,
depending upon activities underway. During crushing operations, two or three people would
be working. During crush and haul operations up to ten people would be working, including
operators and mechanics. These are jobs and incomes the town of Petersburg sorely needed
and would not have had without this project.

The prime contractor, S & S General of Sitka, provided the crushing equipment and
associated operators. The subcontractor, Rock & Road Construction of Petersburg, provided
all hauling equipment, associated operators, and project management.

This project provided much-needed supply side jobs in the community of Petersburg not only
for labor, but fuel and parts supplies; equipment; transportation; food; and housing to keep

this project active.

Feedback from the local native community association, hunters, and recreation users about
this project has been very positive.
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Program Project Name: Alaska Public and Administrative Facilities Reconstruction
and Maintenance

Local Project Name: Eight Fathom Cabin Construction
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Hoonah

Nearby City(ies): Hoonah, AK

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/68wpemn;
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5314008.pdf;
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5314009.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Eight Fathom Cabin Construction
(Story posted 4/19/2010)

Eight Fathom cabin was proposed to replace a decommissioned public use cabin in Salt
Lake Bay, Port Frederick, Alaska. The SLB cabin was a trespass cabin acquired by the
Hoonah Ranger District and was not built to Forest Service standards. The cabin was
dilapidated, had poor beach access, and a poor anchorage. A large amount of timber blew
down immediately adjacent to the cabin, rendering the site impractical to manage for
recreational activities. This was one of (only) two Hoonah Ranger District-administered
cabins.

The new cabin was proposed to be relocated to a preferred site at Fathom Bight at the head
of Port Frederick. The project was to construct a new Region-10 Forest Service standard
design cabin that would comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements
and serve as a public recreation cabin as well as provide for occasional agency
administrative use.

Workers built the cabin at a public location in Hoonah during summer “tourist” season to help
promote the following: Icy Straits Lumber & Milling cabin “kit” manufacturing and locally
milled wood products; Channel Construction as the main contractor; Tongass Forest wood
products; Recovery Act-funded projects; and a new Forest Service cabin to be available on
the Hoonah Ranger District.

Program Project Name: Alaska Public and Administrative Facilities Reconstruction
and Maintenance

Local Project Name: TNF PSO Facility Repair--Harris Building
Region: Alaska Region
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Forest: Tongass

Nearby City(ies): Petersburg, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area
Modified Date: 6/24/2010

Story:
Tongass National Forest Petersburg Supervisor's Office Facility Repairs Complete --Harris
Building

(Story posted 4/19/2010)

The Petersburg Supervisor's Office Facility Repair projects began May 3, 2009, and were
complete on August 13, 2009.

The concrete slab in the open bay portion of the Petersburg Supervisors Office building had
settled three to four inches, creating an uneven surface and a tripping/stumbling safety
hazard for employees moving to and from the open bay from other parts of the office.

Workers lifted the concrete foundation in an environmentally safe manner by injecting
structural foam at a controlled rate and sealing all fractured concrete. A specialty foundation
subcontractor was located, and the Prime contractor supplied additional labor to help with the
operation.

There were two (2) new positions developed for this activity and the epoxy sealer applied
after leveling.

Several local residents thought the process was going to be loud and annoying, but after the
procedure was completed they praised the crews for accomplishing the slab lift without
causing any disturbance in the local area.

Program Project Name: Fairbanks North Star Borough and Yukon-Koyukuk Area
Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Local Project Name: Washington Creek, South Fork Chena, and Salcha Fuels Mitigation
Projects

Region: Alaska Region

Nearby City(ies): Fairbanks, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Fairbanks North Star Borough, Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link:
http://lwww.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5202966.pdf;
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5314043.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011
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Story:

Fuels Mitigation Projects Underway in Washington Creek, South Fork Chena, and Salcha
(Story posted 4/21/2010)

In the Fairbanks Northstar Borough, for the first quarter of 2010, all the land use agreements
were in effect with the State of Alaska, Division of Mining Land and Water, the Department of
Fish and Game, and the Fairbanks North Star Borough Land Department. Position creation,
approval, and recruitment occurred in the first quarter with interviews beginning April 1 and
all positions scheduled to begin May 1, 2010. A total of 41 positions are to be filled. Planning
began for hand treatment areas for all three projects with permitting and layout to be
completed in the next 30 to 60 days.

The Washington Creek Fuels mitigation project consists of 232 acres to be shear bladed
adjacent to multiple subdivisions. The unit boundaries have been mapped and marked with
flagging. Timberline Excavation, the contract awardee, was unable to start work due to warm
weather. Work will not commence until approximately December 1, 2010. Planning for the
hand treatments has begun and will take place in approximately June/July of this year.

The South Fork Chena Fuels Mitigation Project consists of 207 acres adjacent to multiple
subdivisions. There are two units; each unit has been mapped and marked with flagging
around the perimeter. The shear blading contract was awarded to G-Company and was
completed on February 25, 2010. Planning for the hand treatments has begun and will take
place in approximately June/July of this year.

The Salcha Fuels Mitigation Project consists of 695 acres adjacent to multiple subdivisions
and several high-use public recreation areas. There are eight units; each unit has been
mapped and marked with flagging around the perimeter. The shear blading contract was
awarded to Timberline Excavation and work began February 15, 2010 and continued through
March 30, 2010. Work was suspended by the Forester in charge due to warm weather. Work
will commence approximately December 1, 2010. Total acreage sheared and windrowed was
estimated at 654, with approximately 40 acres remaining. Planning for the hand treatments
has begun and will take place in approximately May/June of this year.

Facilities, support equipment, personal protective equipment, and rental vehicles have been
purchased, set-up, and organized and in place for the non-perm crew start date of May 1,
2010.

Program Project Name: Alaska Public and Administrative Facilities Reconstruction
and Maintenance

Local Project Name: Cordova Ranger District Siding Replacement
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Cordova
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Nearby City(ies): Cordova Work Center
Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Valdez-Cordova Census Area
Modified Date: 6/16/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Accomplish Long Overdue Cordova Ranger District Siding Replacement

(Story posted 4/29/2010)

This project has been identified as a need for at least ten years. The furious side driving rains
present in Cordova has caused some major leaking and rotting on several buildings at the
Cordova Work Center.

This project consisted of putting siding and gutters on three different buildings at the work
center. The garage was sided with vinyl to match other existing buildings. The district
warehouse and polebarn were sided with steel. The work was accomplished over a six-week
period.

Program Project Name: Alaska Public and Administrative Facilities Reconstruction
and Maintenance

Local Project Name: Kenai Lake Work Center Hazmat Storage Building

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Moose Pass, Kenai Lake

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Modified Date: 6/16/2010

Story:
Kenai Lake Work Center Hazmat Storage Building Work Protects Environment, Improves
Safety

(Story posted 4/29/2010)

Recovery Act funds supported installing and furinishing a new 16'X 8' hazardous materials
storage building at the Kenai Lake Work Center on the Chugach National Forest.

The new facility is used to store 55-gallon fuel drums. Prior to the construction of this storage
unit, drums were stored outside and exposed to the elements. The new structure is self-
contained in case of spills. It is on an elevated concrete pad to prevent contamination to the
ground. It has its own fire suppression system and and panic door hardware. The weather-
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proof building is located far enough from other buildings and public spaces to prevent injury.
The new ramped entry also provides ease in the movement of the fuel drums in and out of

the building.

Program Project Name: Tongass Salmon Enhancement and Restoration: Marx Creek
and Harris River

Local Project Name: Marx Creek Watershed Restoration

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Hyder, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census
Area, Yakutat Borough

Modified Date: 7/13/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Restores Marx Creek Watershed
(Story posted 5/17/2009)

This project will enhance the habitat for Chum and Coho salmon. It consists of replacing 12
fish weirs, wooden cribs and boards, and existing boulder/cobble substrate between several
existing weirs. Also, the project will allow for the construction of two new fish weirs, while
upgrading the associated trail.

Program Project Name: Tongass Salmon Enhancement and Restoration: Marx Creek
and Harris River

Local Project Name: Harris River Watershed Restoration

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Craig

Nearby City(ies): Craig, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area
Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/66847fk

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:

Harris River Watershed Restored Through Recovery Act Funding

(Story posted 6/24/2009)
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Recovery Act funds are helping to restore the Harris River on the Craig Ranger District. Early
1960s logging practices in the Harris River Watershed have had long-lasting detrimental
effects on watershed and stream-side conditions, and has impacted productive salmon
habitat. A basin-wide restoration approach for the Harris River Watershed was initiated in
2004 and is scheduled to be completed in 2011.

Watershed improvements include 250 acres of young growth riparian forest thinning; six
miles of road storage and decommissioning; and fish habitat improvements along 10 small
tributary streams.

Restoration work completed in 2009 focused on one-mile of the lower Harris flood plain
channel. Crews helped to replicate the natural state of downed trees in eight work areas by
constructing log jams using 113 whole trees (root wad attached) and 300 large logs. The
downed trees create pools of water for fish habitat.

Harris River restoration to date has cost almost $2 million, about half from grants. Another
$700,000 in ARRA stimulus funds will go toward completion of the final phase of main stem
restoration work.

Project partners include The Nature Conservancy, Alaska Department of Transportation,
Department of Fish and Game, and Department of Natural Resources, and the NOAA
Coastal Restoration Program

Program Project Name: Colorado Road and Trail Fish Passage Improvement in Alaska
Local Project Name: Colorado Road project

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Yakutat

Nearby City(ies): Yakutat, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Yakutat Borough

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6fyv3km;
http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5313656.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Allow for Continuing Colorado Road Project Work

(Story posted 6/24/2010)

In Yakutat, Alaska, 90 percent of the town's economy depends upon subsistence (living from
the lands and streams), recreational and commercial fisheries. Healthy wetlands, streams,

and watersheds are critical in such rural villages.

The Situk River is the economic bedrock for Yakutat. It is one of the most productive
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anadromous fisheries in Alaska, providing habitat for all species of Pacific salmon, steelhead
and coastal cutthroat trout, Dolly Varden, char, eulachon, rainbow trout, sculpin, and three-
spine stickleback—species upon which Yakutat depends for subsistence; commercial fishing;
and commercial sport guiding.

Historic roads built for oil exploration in the 1960s damaged over 6,000 acres of wetlands
and streams in the Situk and Lost River watersheds. The five-mile long Colorado Road
eventually became a ditch filled with flowing water wide enough to canoe--water diverted
from nearly 50 stream channels in the Situk and Lost River watersheds. The diversion
resulted in blocked salmon passage with abandoned plugged culverts.

The Colorado Trail Watershed Restoration project in Yakutat is a multi-year effort project to
reconnect 40 salmon streams, re-open more than 25 miles of habitat, and restore 6,000
acres of wetland. The project will also eliminate periodic flooding of the Yakutat Airport by re-
creating natural drainage. Work will be done through a combination of contract, cooperative
agreement, and Forest Service staff labor in an area with high unemployment. The Yakutat
Salmon Board is a project partner, supplying funding and labor. Additional partners include
The Nature Conservancy, Yakutat Tlingit Tribe, and the City and Borough of Yakutat.

One of many Forest Service partners for this multi-year project has been SAGA (Alaska
Youth Conservation Corps). SAGA crews restored 250 acres of wetland drainage,
reconnected five miles of fish-rearing habitat, and constructed ten hand-built “beaver dams”
to divert water into 600 feet of original channels. In 2009, SAGA crews restored fish access
to an additional 25 miles of upstream habitat and improved riparian function to adjacent
wetlands.

In 2010, the Colorado Trail project will be completed using $300,000 in Recovery Act funds.

Program Project Name: Ocean Boulevard Forest Thinning
Local Project Name: Ocean Blvd Wildlife Thinning

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Sitka

Nearby City(ies): Sitka, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Sitka Borough

Modified Date: 7/14/2010

Story:

Ocean Blvd Wildlife Thinning, Habitat Improvement
(Story posted 5/17/2010)

Recovery Act funds will help improve wildlife habitat by thinning dense young growth forests
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and removing the thinned bi-product to reduce slash accumulations. This wood bi-product will
be made available to local communities for various uses including energy.

Program Project Name: Lake Eva Trail Health & Safety Repair
Local Project Name: Lake Eva Trail project

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Sitka

Nearby City(ies): Sitka, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Sitka Borough

Modified Date: 7/14/2010

Story:

Lake Eva Trail Supports Scenic Observation And Local Fishing
(Story posted 5/19/2010)

Lake Eva Trail is a high use trail that accesses magnificent wild salmon and brown bear
viewing within the Tongass National Forest. This is a high demand trail for outfitter and
guides conducting ecotours and for local residents as well. In recent years, there have been
multiple injuries, including broken legs and sprained ankles. Trail reconstruction and
reduction of deferred maintenance on this heavily used 2.9 mile trail will address these safety
issues and provide long-term benefit for local communities. The local community trails
coalition, Sitka Trail Works is very supportive of this project.

This trail was originally constructed in the 1950s to provide access for subsistence users who
fish primarily for sockeye salmon. Over the years, the area has become increasingly popular
for visitors to enjoy the scenery and wildlife. A visitor-use survey identified that 40% of
visitors felt crowded while on the trail and noted conflicts between those who use the area for
fishing and those who use the area for wildlife viewing.

Currently, 7 outfitter and guide companies have permits to offer visitors opportunities for
guided fishing trips and bear viewing. An additional 20 outfitter and guide companies wish to
apply for permits; however, these permits cannot be authorized until the reconstruction,
which will increase visitor capacity on the trail.

This project will reconstruct 1.25 miles of trail to provide ADA accessibility, improve public

safety, prevent soil erosion, and separate conflicting uses. The trail will include 3 viewing
platforms that can accommodate groups of up to 15 individuals.

Program Project Name: Tongass Salmon Trail Enhancement Projects
Local Project Name: POW Harris River Trail
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Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Craig

Nearby City(ies): Craig, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area
Modified Date: 7/1/2010

Story:

Harris River Trail Reconstruction Contract Awarded

(Story posted 5/17/2010)

A project to reconstruct a trail in the Harris River watershed in southeast Alaska is underway.
Burnette Construction earned the $370,000 contract. This trail is among many that provide
the only access routes to key subsistence fishing and recreation streams for rural residents
and visitors. Subsistence is living from the land and streams. The trail is in poor condition due
to deferred maintenance and is hazardous to public safety.

Program Project Name: Tongass Salmon Trail Enhancement Projects
Local Project Name: Marx Creek Titan Trail Bridge Replacement

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Hyder, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 7/1/2010

Story:
Marx Creek Titan Trail Bridge Replacement Underway

(Story posted 6/24/2010)

The $240,000 trail reconstruction project in the Marx Creek watershed awarded to Korpela
Construction, Inc. is underway with completion planned by August 2011. Work will involve 4.8
miles from trailhead parking up the Fish Creek drainage to an old mine site and cabin
remains located below the Mt. Welker summit. The trailhead is located 6 miles north of
Hyder, which is the only community in southern southeast Alaska accessible by road. Titan
Trail provides beautiful panoramas of the Fish Creek and Salmon River valley. At the top of
the trail is a spectacular view of the surrounding glacial ice fields, and the Hyder Bear
Observatory is 1/4 mile south of the trailhead.
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Program Project Name: Tongass Salmon Trail Enhancement Projects
Local Project Name: Yakutat Situk (See-tuk) Force Account

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Yakutat

Nearby City(ies): Yakutat

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Yakutat Borough

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Yakutat Situk (See-tuk) Trail Improvements Benefit Anglers
(Story posted 5/19/2010 and updated 12/13/2010)

A Recovery Act-funded $200,000 upgrade of 1.5 miles of user-defined trail along the world-
famous Situk River at Yakutat was completed in summer 2010. This trail provides the only
access route to key subsistence fishing and recreation streams for rural residents and
visitors, which is critical for residents in rural villages in Alaska. The trail was in poor condition
due to deferred maintenance and hazardous to public safety. Long-term benefits of this
project include increased salmon available for subsistence, sport, charter, and commercial
fisheries.

The Yakutat Ranger District crew, led by Russel Wicka and Glenn Israelson, completed half
a mile (2,640 feet) of trail maintenance along the Situk River. The majority of the trail work
was performed from June 7 to July 16, 2010. This non-motorized trail begins at the 9-mile
Bridge and extends upstream for half a mile. It was designed for anglers to access popular
fishing sites at three locations. This primarily gravel trail averages 18 inches in width and has
two log bridges spanning the seasonally wet areas.

Anglers heavily fish the Situk River each year. This user-created trail provides access to the
river trail. The trail had incised and degraded the river bank in many areas, causing resource
damage through erosion and siltation into the Situk River. The goal of this project was to
provide recreational angler access to key fishing areas while minimizing resource damage.

Program Project Name: Wrangell Boardwalk Trails Deferred Maintenance for Safety
and Protection

Local Project Name: KMRD Trail Maintenance (5 trails)
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO
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County(ies): AK: Ketchikan Gateway Borough
Modified Date: 7/14/2010

Story:
KMRD Trail Maintenance Provides Local Jobs and Support

(Story posted 5/19/2010)

The work will fix public safety issues that were a result of deferred maintenance. It will
include installing new planks, new crushed rock surface, installing new anti-slip tread material
on planks and replacing four failing trail bridges. This work will also improve watershed and
wetlands. These trail projects will support needed local jobs in high unemployment areas.
This work will also support the local recreation guide businesses and the supply and services
industries.

Program Project Name: Wrangell Boardwalk Trails Deferred Maintenance for Safety
and Protection

Local Project Name: Wrangell Boardwalk (4 trails)

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Wrangell

Nearby City(ies): Wrangell

Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area

Modified Date: 7/14/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Wrangell Boardwalk, Local Community
(Story posted 6/24/2010)

Wrangell is the portal to the Stikine-LeConte Wilderness and Anan Creek Wildlife Viewing
Observatory. This is an unique bear viewing site with seven heavily used trails that extend
over nine miles where visitors can see both black and brown bears in their natural habitat.

The project will fix public safety issues that were a result of deferred maintenance. It will
include installing new planks, new crushed rock surface, installing new anti-slip tread material
on planks and replacing four failing trail bridges. This project will also improve watershed and
wetlands. These trail projects will support needed local jobs in high unemployment areas.
This work will also support the local recreation guide businesses and the supply and services
industries.

This project is especially critical for the community of Wrangell, which has been depressed
economically for over 10 years with a significant population decrease.
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Program Project Name: Tongass OHV Bridge Replacement and Trail Maintenance for
Visitor Safety and Protection

Local Project Name: Kruzof Trail Reconstruction
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Sitka

Nearby City(ies): Sitka, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Sitka Borough

Modified Date: 7/14/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help With Kruzof Trail Reconstruction
(Story posted 5/19/2010)

This project will rehabilitate seven of the 30 miles of trail that provides access to two
recreation cabins. It will also improve a 2,000-foot spur trail which accesses a beach that is
popular for wildlife viewing.

This 30-mile trail was a former logging road. When logging in the area ceased in the 1970s,
the road became popular with mountain bikers and off-highway vehicle (OHV) riders. The
road begins in Mud Bay and crosses Kruzof Island to end near two recreation cabins: North
Beach and Shelikof. Currently, the trail provides access to only one of the two cabins, both of
which are frequently used by locals.

The beach on the other side of the island can only be accessed by a spur trail. Greenling
Enterprises runs Alaska ATV Tours, an outfitter company that takes visitors out on OHVs to
see brown bears and other wildlife. The company is owned by Ken Rear.

Between local and visitor use, the trail receives over 3,000 service days — far exceeding its
original capacity. During the rehabilitation, existing log bridges will be replaced with steel
bridges. The trail will be surfaced with rock to allow for ease of maintenance.

This project is self-sustaining. Stimulus dollars will provide for the initial investment in the
rehabilitation, but maintenance for the trail will be funded by the outfitter and guide
companies that use the trail.

Program Project Name: Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center and Russian River Angler
Trail Accessibility

Local Project Name: Trail of Time
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Juneau
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Nearby City(ies): Juneau, Alaska
Congressional District(s): AKOO
County(ies): AK: Juneau Borough

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6k8ywvx;
https://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5202957.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:
Trail of Time, Adjacent Area Trails, and Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center Facilities
Improvement Project to Enhance Visitor Experience, Boost Economy

(Story posted 6/25/2010)

This project is located within the msot visited tourist site in Alaska and involves the
reconstruction of 1.2 miles of trail and constructino of 0.2 miles of trail to correct safety
hazards; minimize resource damage; improve access; and upgrade interpretive information.

The project includes constructing a small parking lot; improving accessibility and building
accessible trail; constructing small sections of interpretive trail; adding railings and fixing
bridges; restoring the Cobble Shelter; paving about 940 feet of trail; interpretive signs;
installation of elevated walkways at the intersection of the Photo Point and the new Nugget
Falls trails; and installation of handrail fencing to reduce bear/human encounters.

Construction/reconstruction activities include some removal of rock by blasting or drilling and
adding or removing fill. Activities involve the Trail of Time, Powerline, Photo Point, and
Nugget Falls trails and the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center north of the Juneau, Alaska
International Airport.

Andrew Campbell, owner of Admiralty Construction, said his contract means winter work for
his company's 14 employees, including himself. The Kodiak Kenai Cable Co., doing the
masonry portion of the project, has had four employees on the job throughout their portion of
the project. Youth crews from the Southeast Alaska Guidance Association and the Forest
Service heritage enterprise team will also work on the effort.

Local companies have benefitted from heavy equipment rental for many portions of the
project.

Program Project Name: Petersburg Mountain Trail Group Maintenance for Safety and
Accessibility

Local Project Name: Petersburg Mountain Tralil
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Petersburg

Nearby City(ies): Petersburg

Congressional District(s): AKO0O

Page 34



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area
Modified Date: 7/2/2010

Story:

Petersburg Mountain Trail Rehabilitation Underway
(Story posted 5/19/2010)

The Petersburg Mountain Trail rehabilitation work is underway. The original trail was
constructed between 1954 and 1961.

Residents in the southeast Alaska communities of Petersburg, Craig, and Sitka depend upon
safe trails and healthy flora and fauna to draw visitor dollars each year. In addition,
deteriorating trails harm wetlands and watersheds.

For this project, workers will install new planks and crushed rock surfacing. They will add
anti-slip tread material; replace failing trail bridges, and rebuild failed sections of trail. These
improvements will allow greater accessibility and safety for the public and will eliminate
wetland and watershed impacts. This project will also safeguard recreation guide jobs
businesses in communities with high unemployment rates.

This challenging trail leads to spectacular views from Narrows Peak at the summit of
Petersburg Mountain and is a very important trail to draw visitors to Petersburg. It is 3.5 miles
one way and rated as most difficult.

Trail access begins at the Kupreanof state dock just across the Narrows from Petersburg.
The summit of Petersburg Mountain offers spectacular views of Petersburg, the coastal
mountains and glaciers, and Wrangell Narrows.

Program Project Name: Tongass Road Reconstruction and Decommissioning
Local Project Name: N. Thorne Road / Staney Reconstruction

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Thorne Bay

Nearby City(ies): Thorne Bay, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Road Reconstruction Work Moves Ahead with Recovery Act Funds
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(Story posted 5/19/2010)

This project on the Tongass National Forest covers an area in southeast Alaska from Prince
of Wales Island in the south to Yakutat in the north. It will provide badly needed jobs in
economically depressed areas with high unemployment. Public involvement through Access
and Travel Management planning identified important portions of this project.

The roadwork will reconstruct ditches, clean culverts, repair roads, brush roadsides, and
resurface roads with crushed rock at various locations on 27 miles of roads. This work
includes temporary closure of 2.6 miles of road; removing 1.6 miles of road to restore the
land and 30 salmon stream crossings.

By improving water quality in major spawning streams, it is hoped that four species of salmon
will increase in numbers. The project is important for wildlife, subsistence users, commercial
fishers, and tourism operators who rely on excellent fishing opportunities to draw visitors.
Project benefits also include improved public health and safety, improved watersheds, and
right-sized transportation systems that meet resource management and funding.

Program Project Name: Petersburg Mountain Trail Group Maintenance for Safety and
Accessibility

Local Project Name: Petersburg Three Lake Anti-slip Tread
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Petersburg

Nearby City(ies): Petersburg, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area
Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6kzdqgsr

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:

Petersburg Three Lakes Recreation Area Improvements Underway
(Story posted 6/24/2010)

Southeast Alaska Guidance Association youth crews are working to rehabilitate trails in the
Three Lakes Recreation Area near Petersburg, Alaska, which has long been a popular place
for folks to get outdoors, whether for hiking and fishing in the milder months or ice skating on
the lakes in the winter months.

Residents in the southeast Alaska communities of Petersburg, Craig, and Sitka depend upon
safe trails and healthy flora and fauna to draw visitor dollars each year. In addition,
deteriorating trails harm wetlands and watersheds.

For this project, workers will install new planks and crushed rock surfacing. They will add
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anti-slip tread material; replace failing trail bridges, and rebuild failed sections of trail. These
improvements will allow greater accessibility and safety for the public and will eliminate
wetland and watershed impacts. This project will also safeguard recreation guide jobs
businesses in communities with high unemployment rates.

The Forest Service built the first trail in this area in 1938. Beaver, bear, deer, and eagles
inhabit the area, and Sandhill Cranes visit often. Wildflowers and berries abound along most
of the trail, and all four lakes offer trout fishing.

After the Three Lakes Loop Road was built in the early 1970's, a Youth Conservation Corps
crew constructed the three trails from the road to the “Three Lakes” -- Sand, Hill, and Crane
Lakes—providing three trailheads to access the main trail. The trail makes a figure-eight with
Sand Lake Trailhead to the north, Hill Lake Trailhead in the middle, and Crane Lake
Trailhead to the south. Parking space is available at each trailhead. The entire trail is
boardwalk and is mostly flat with a few short, steep sections. The trail wanders through
muskeg and timber, crosses creeks and drainages, and passes four lakes.

Since that time, Forest Service and Southeast Alaska Guidance Association youth crews
added to the trail system, as well as maintained and reconstructed the original trails.

Program Project Name: Tongass Road Reconstruction and Decommissioning
Local Project Name: Yakutat Road Storage and Watershed Restoration

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Yakutat

Nearby City(ies): Yakutat, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Yakutat Borough

Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-Funded Road Work Benefits Remote Community
(Story posted 6/15/2011)

A road restoration project on the Tongass National Forest provided badly needed jobs in
economically depressed areas with high unemployment, such as Yakutat, a remote
economically depressed community with two grocery stores, one gas station, no cell phone
service, and two commercial airline flights per day. The Alaska Marine Highway ferry and
commercial barges provide service once a month to Yakutat from Juneau..

Work near Yakutat involved a tracked excavator and operator working on single-lane forest
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roads performing roadside drainage restoration while a second employee worked
broadcasting grass seed and fertilizer on exposed soils for soil stabilization and sediment
minimalization.

A Sitka, Alaska contractor was awarded the contract, who worked from late May through late
July 2010. He mobilized to Yakutat via commercial barge lines and hired a local Yakutat
contractor to move his equipment to work sites. During those two months the contractor
purchased goods and services, such as fuel, transportation, and food, in Yakutat, a remote
community of approximately 600 residents.

The finished roadwork is helping restore the land and salmon stream crossings. By improving
water quality in major spawning streams on the Tongass, it is hoped that four species of
salmon will increase in numbers, which is important for wildlife, subsistence users,
commercial fishers, and tourism operators who rely on excellent fishing opportunities to draw
visitors. Project benefits also include improved public health and safety, improved
watersheds, and right-sized transportation systems that meet resource management and
funding.

Program Project Name: Petersburg Mountain Trail Group Maintenance for Safety and
Accessibility

Local Project Name: Beaver Lake Trail and Bridge

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Sitka

Nearby City(ies): Sitka, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Sitka Borough

Modified Date: 7/2/2010

Story:
Beaver Lake Trail Bridge Work Underway

(Story posted 5/19/2010)

This project to improve public safety and reduce impacts on sensitive muskeg habitat is
currently underway and will continue through the summer.

The work involves replacing the 100-foot wooden bridge that crosses Sawmill Creek with a
steel girder bridge and rerouting Beaver Lake Trail to reduce the grade and the number of
switchbacks. The boardwalk that provides access to the muskeg will also be replaced to
improve public safety.

Contractors will install small log bridges in various locations along the trail. Local yellow
cedar will be used as “stringers,” which will provide structural support to the bridges.
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During reconstruction, the trail will be rerouted and surfaced with gravel to provide safer
winter access.

The Beaver Lake Trail will be closed this summer during the construction, but Beaver Lake
and the trail that boarders the lake can still be accessed by way of Herring Cove Trail, off of
Green Lake Road.

Beaver Lake Trail is a popular local hiking trail. Use can range from 21 people per day on
weekdays to 30 people per day on weekends. Sitka Bike and Hike, a local guide, uses this
trail for taking visitors on guided hikes.

Program Project Name: Tongass Road Reconstruction and Decommissioning
Local Project Name: Ocean Blvd Road Reconstruction

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Sitka

Nearby City(ies): Sitka, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Sitka Borough

Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-Funded Road Reconstruction Project Benefits Resources, Alaskans
(Story posted 6/17/2011)

In fall 2010, TM Construction began a road work project located on Chichagof Island utilizing
a crew of three that will be completed in early summer 2011. Along with other Tongass
National Forest road maintenance activities, two road crossings affecting fish passage are
being replaced to restore fish passage. These activities will provide long-term benefits to
subsistence, recreational, and commercial fishing in both Sitka and Angoon, a small, remote
native village. Both communities are highly dependent upon these resources.

In addition to the subsistence and fisheries improvements, this road work is enhancing
recreational opportunities in the area, allowing access to the Sitkoh Lake rental cabin as well
as removing health and safety concerns on a motorized trail. The road reconstruction project
is also improving water quality standards in a priority watershed with high fisheries value.

Program Project Name: Petersburg Mountain Trail Group Maintenance for Safety and
Accessibility

Local Project Name: One Duck Trail
Region: Alaska Region
Forest: Tongass
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Ranger District: Craig

Nearby City(ies): Craig, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area
Modified Date: 7/2/2010

Story:

One Duck Trail Reconstruction Underway
(Story posted 5/19/2010)

Work to completely reconstruct the One Duck Trail near Craig, Alaska, with a combination of
gravel trail tread, boardwalk, and stairways is underway. The majority of the construction will
be gravel tread with switchbacks. The trail is 1.3 miles long and climbs from the road to
alpine.

Residents in the southeast Alaska communities of Petersburg, Craig, and Sitka depend upon
safe trails and healthy flora and fauna to draw visitor dollars each year. In addition,
deteriorating trails harm wetlands and watersheds.

Several very popular trails near these communities have serious public safety issues as the
result of deferred maintenance. Public safety in remote locations is critical. An injury in the
wilds of Alaska, far from medical help, could have life or death consequences.

Trail improvements will allow greater accessibility and safety for the public and will eliminate
wetland and watershed impacts. This project will safeguard recreation guide jobs businesses
in communities with high unemployment rates.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest-South Tongass Bridge and Culvert
Replacement

Local Project Name: Margarite Bay Fish Passage

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Fish Passage Project Provides Jobs, Benefits Resources

(Story posted 12/8/2010)
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In Alaska, criteria for bridges and culvert stream crossings have changed dramatically in a
decade; many old stream crossings do not meet the current standards that allow fish to move
up or downstream. These bridges and culverts are also public health and safety risks at
stream crossings located on Revillagigedo and Prince of Wales islands.

Some of these structures block salmon and resident fish passage in important streams. This
limits survival and reproduction for these species and the wildlife and people who depend
upon them for food. This project will reopen high-value salmon habitat and the work will
provide much-needed jobs in areas of high unemployment for a full construction season in
addition to long-term benefits to subsistence, recreational, and commercial fishing.

The South Tongass Bridge and Culvert Replacement contract to repair the Margarite Bay
Fish Passage has been awarded to Ketchikan Ready Mix, a local contractor.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest-Bridge Repair/Replacement
Local Project Name: Hoonah Bridge Replacement

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Hoonah

Nearby City(ies): Hoonah, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area

Modified Date: 8/18/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-Funded Bridge Replacement Project Improves Public Safety, Access
(Story posted 6/15/2011)

This Tongass National Forest Recovery Act-funded project took place in the economically
depressed rural village of Hoonah, a community with few employment opportunities.

The project involved the replacement of numerous deficient bridges; installation of bridge
guard rails systems; removal and replacement of bridge wearing surfaces; bridge railing
replacement/retrofit; and other miscellaneous repairs. These bridges are located on routes
that serve as direct links for access needs, including subsistence needs, which are critical for
residents in rural Alaskan villages.

The contract was awarded to Channel Construction, who employed a crew of five to seven
employees. Channel then subbed out some of the work items to a local contractor, Coutlee &
Sons Construction, who hired four local youth for the project. The contractors purchased
8,000 square feet of timber planks from a local small mill owner, who hired an employee to
help process this plank order, further benefiting this small rural community.

The 2010 contract work took place in July and August, with finishing touches done in late
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October of 2010.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest-South Tongass Bridge and Culvert
Replacement

Local Project Name: North Thorne Fish Passage

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Thorne Bay

Nearby City(ies): Thorne Bay, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area
Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-Funded Fish Passage Project Benefits Natural Resources, Economy
(Story posted 6/17/2011)

This Recovery Act-funded fish passage improvement project was located on the Tongass
National Forest in the Thorne Bay area on Prince of Wales Island. This remote, small
community is highly dependent on National Forest System roads and bridges for community
connections and access for subsistence fishing and hunting. This project replaced five
stream crossings that restricted fish passage and reopened several miles of high-value
salmon habitat, providing long-term benefits to subsistence, recreational, and commercial
fishing to generate much-needed jobs in a remote area with high unemployment and limited
job opportunities.

Ketchikan Ready Mix started the work on July 3, 2010, and the project was substantially
completed by August 15, with final wrap-up completed October 25. A crew of three worked
for approximately six weeks with two others working occasionally. Expenditures for local
housing, food, fuel, and transportation were also highly beneficial to the Thorne Bay
community.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest-Bridge Repair/Replacement
Local Project Name: Three Lakes Bridge Replacement

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Petersburg

Nearby City(ies): Petersburg, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6e9nkfb

Modified Date: 4/13/2011
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Story:

Recovery Act Funds Forest, Community Safety Through Bridge Replacement
(Story posted 6/24/2010)

To live in a small Southeast Alaska community often means to go without many of life's
amenities. To go without safe roads and bridges is a risk residents of these places should not
have to endure. People who live in Hoonah, Petersburg and the nine communities on Prince
of Wales Island must travel every day over unsafe bridges with missing guardrails and worn-
out surfaces. All of these bridges are on routes that serve as direct links for access needs,
making them all but impossible to avoid.

Thanks to funding through the Recovery Act, several bridge repair and replacement projects
are under way across the Tongass National Forest. One of them is on one of the most highly
traveled roads on the Petersburg Ranger District—the Three Lakes Loop Road.

A portion of Three Lakes Loop Road, near Petersburg, Alaska, is being slowly washed away
by frequent rain and downhill drainage patterns on the road. Sediment from the road and
rusty culverts is affecting the Class | salmon stream below the road.

The Three Lakes Bridge project, funded through the Recovery Act, includes the placement of
a steel bridge on the problem portion of road, preventing washout and making the road safer
for motorists. Replacement of the culverts will improve habitat for anadromous fish in the
stream.

The contract for the project was awarded to Rock ‘N Road, a local company in
Petersburg—making the project especially beneficial for the small community. "This project is
helping the company survive these terrible times," said Richard Burrell, owner of Rock 'N
Road. "We appreciate the work."

Once the bridge and culvert work is complete, the company will also resurface that portion of
the road.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest - Road Decommissioning
Local Project Name: KMRD Road Storage South

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 8/22/2011
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Story:

Road Maintenance/Storage Project Benefits Natural Resources, Residents
(Story posted 7/22/2011)

On the Tongass National Forest, a Recovery Act-funded road maintenance and storage
project is helping restore land and replace road crossings that affect fish passage on the
south side of Revillagigedo Island.

Alaskan contractors have been working on the project that will provide long-term benefits to
commercial, subsistence, and recreational fishing in this area as well as reduce long-term
maintenance costs. Slide removal and roadside brushing are addressing health and safety
concerns on these roads, which provide access for several island communities that are
highly dependent on this forest road system for subsistence hunting, fishing, and gathering
activities, as well as access for recreational opportunities. The work to restore salmon stream
crossings will reduce sedimentation, helping to restore natural drainage patterns.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest-Bridge Repair/Replacement
Local Project Name: Tongass Bridge Rail and Plank Repair

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area

Modified Date: 7/6/2011

Story:

Tongass National Forest Bridge Replacements Contribute to Safety, Ecological Restoration
(Story posted 6/23/2011)

On the Tongass National Forest, contractor Ketchikan Ready Mix rehabilitated 34 bridges on
National Forest System roads located on Prince of Wales Island. These bridges are located
on routes that serve as direct access needs for numerous small remote communities on
Prince of Wales Island. Prior to reconstruction, these bridges posed critical health and safety
risks to the public who depend on them for community access and subsistence access, both
of which are critical for residents in rural Alaska communities.

A crew of three worked from January through October of 2010. The contract refurbished
guardrails and curbs to meet current standards, improved bridge approaches, replaced
wearing surface planks, treated structural members, and constructed treated timber back
walls. This work will provide long-term ecological benefits by reducing erosion and
sedimentation to high value salmon streams, further enhancing commercial, sport, and
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subsistence opportunities for southeastern Alaskans highly dependent on these resources.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest - Road Decommissioning
Local Project Name: KMRD Road Storage North

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 6/22/2011

Story:

Tongass National Forest Restores Land, Salmon Crossings with Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 6/22/2011)

On the Tongass National Forest, a project to temporarily close and remove roads to restore
the land and salmon stream crossings is supporting the many residents whose lifestyle
depends on living from the land and streams in rural villages in Alaska. This road storage
project was located at five isolated road systems on Revillagigedo Island.

The project was awarded to Ketchikan Ready Mix, a local Ketchikan contractor. A sub-
contractor, Seaborne Marine Services, also of Ketchikan, was utilized. The work took place
from May through November of 2010 with eight employees on the job site during the peak
performance, as well as another nine people indirectly employed as a result of this project.
Indirect jobs included that of the tug boat skipper, barge crew, payroll, and office support, as
well as suppliers of bridge components, culvert materials, and crushed rock.

The project involved road maintenance and storage on approximately 113 miles of road.
Workers also removed slides and conducted roadside brushing to address health and safety
concerns on these roads, which provide access for several island communities highly
dependent on this forest road system for subsistence activities as well as recreation access.
The work to restore salmon stream crossings will reduce sedimentation, restore natural
drainage patterns, and increase fish habitat, providing long-term benefits to commercial,
subsistence, and recreational fishing. Long-term road maintenance costs will be significantly
reduced.

Program Project Name: Tongass National Forest-Bridge Repair/Replacement
Local Project Name: Wrangell Bridge Repairs 2009

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Wrangell
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Nearby City(ies): Wrangell, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Bridge Repairs Protect Travelers, Resources
(Story posted 12/8/2010)

To live in a small southeast Alaska community often means to go without many of life's
amenities, but to go without safe bridges is a risk residents of these places should not have
to endure. People who live in Wrangell and the other communities on Wrangell Island and
Etolin Island were traveling over 14 unsafe bridges located on routes that serve as direct
links for access needs, making them all but impossible to avoid.

Ketchikan Ready Mix, a local contractor, began on-the-ground work on March 2, 2010, to
repair 14 bridges: four glued laminated bridges on Wrangell Island and 10 modular bridges
on Etolin Island. Work included bridge abutment and stream bank protection; replacement of
bridge wearing surface planking; and repairs to bridge decking, curbing, and guardrail. The
company completed construction on April 1, 2010. A three-person crew worked for the
duration of the project.

Program Project Name: Tongass Road Repair, Closure, and Fish Stream Improvement
in Southeast Alaska

Local Project Name: Dry Straits Road Surfacing

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Petersburg

Nearby City(ies): Petersburg, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6386x74;
http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5313656.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:
Dry Straits Road Surfacing Thanks to Recovery Act

(Story posted 6/29/2010)

Dry Straits Road is heavily used, especially by moose hunters who depend on a subsistence
lifestyle to put food on their family's tables. The road was in such rough shape, it was only
open to high-clearance vehicles. Thanks to funding made available through the Recovery
Act, the road has undergone a major resurfacing, and may soon have its rating changed to
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allow all vehicles.

The resurfacing project included the re-establishment of a roadside ditch and reshaping the
road bed with a crown shape, both to facilitate drainage in this region that receives frequent
and heavy rains. The project also included replacing culverts and resurfacing the road with
crushed rock along a 7-8 mile stretch. Because of the redesign of the road bed, the road will
not need any major maintenance again for about 20 years.

According to payrolls turned in by contractors, during the winter of 2010 this project
employed 5-15 people on a periodic basis. How many people, depended on the work activity,
if just the crusher were running, there might be only be 5 or 6 people employed. If everyone
were hauling, as well as crushing, there may be as many as 15 people employed. During the
winter, culvert replacement employed 5 or 6 people. These are jobs and incomes the town of
Petersburg sorely needed, and would have been out of luck without. Thousands of dollars
were spent on transportation, rent, groceries, fuel and spare parts. There is no denying, this
Forest Service stimulus project has had a very positive financial effect on Petersburg.

Program Project Name: Tongass Road Repair, Closure, and Fish Stream Improvement
in Southeast Alaska

Local Project Name: False Island Road Storage
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Sitka

Nearby City(ies): Sitka, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Sitka Borough

Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Tongass National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Support Important Road Work
(Story posted 6/17/2011)

This road storage and maintenance project on the Tongass National Forest took place on the
arterial roads of the False Island road system, which is located on Chichagof Island. This
road system is used by the communities of Sitka and Angoon, a small, remote Native village,
with both communities highly dependent upon access for subsistence and recreation. The
contract was awarded to S&S Construction with the majority of work taking place in July and
August of 2009 utilizing a crew of three. Those three jobs would have been lost without this
work. Additional work was completed by a sub-contractor who also utilized a crew of three.

Workers placed rarely used roads into storage by pulling drainage structures to prevent
resource damage, improve water quality, and enhance fisheries. They also converted some
road sections to motorized trails to enhance subsistence gathering as well as increase
recreation opportunities. The contractors also replaced failing culverts and older failing log
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bridges. The work addressed health and safety concerns on roads converted to motorized
trails by brushing encroaching vegetation and repairing minor slides. Additional work items
were added for road repair on the two main roads in the road system, ensuring access for
years to come.

Program Project Name: Admiralty and Misty Fiords National Monument Trail Health
and Safety Improvements

Local Project Name: George Island WWII Canon Trall
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Hoonah

Nearby City(ies): Elfin Cove, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area
Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6y39twz

Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funding Rejuvenates George Island WWII Canon Trail, Local Community
(Story posted 6/24/2009)

A major trail improvement project is under way right now on the Hoonah Ranger District of
the Tongass National Forest. The project will reconstruct and realign the gravel-surfaced
George Island World War 1l Cannon Trail to meet trail standards, improving access for most
visitors. One portion of the trail will meet Americans with Disabilities Act standards.

The George Island WWII Cannon Trail leads to the site of the only intact WWII cannon in
southeast Alaska. This area has historic significance, scenic vistas, and a safe harbor
making it an important draw for both locals and visitors.

The site is visited by an estimated 1,000 visitors annually. Visitors include locals, boat and
cruise ship visitors, and outfitter/guide clients. Due to heavy use by small cruise ships,
kayakers, and recreational boaters, the surface of this trail has continued to deteriorate in
recent years leading to increased erosion and hazardous footing.

The Hoonah Ranger District has worked closely with neighboring communities of Elfin Cove,
Pelican, Hoonah, and Gustavus on the proposal to improve the trail. The project has strong
support from local communities, industry, and Native Alaskan tribes as both a way to
maintain and increase the area’s offering of diverse recreation opportunities for locals,
businesses, and other visitors, and to help maintain and protect resources in the area.

The project, funded through the Recovery Act, has been designed to address environmental
concerns while providing enhanced recreation opportunities and potential economic and
tourism benefits. It will contribute to the economic health of the Hoonah area through the
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employment of a variety of local and regional workers. The construction of this project will
involve using contractors and subcontractors of varying specialties — trail construction
workers, timber workers for cutting and milling local woods, rock-pit operators for providing
aggregate products, etc.

Program Project Name: Admiralty and Misty Fiords National Monument Trail Health
and Safety Improvements

Local Project Name: ANM Trails and Shelters

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Admiralty Monument

Nearby City(ies): Angoon

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link:
http://lwww.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5313659.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:

Admiralty National Monument and Youth Crews Make the Most of Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 6/24/2010)

Admiralty National Monument is considered a world-class Wilderness area visitor destination.
This project will employ Southeast Alaska Guidance Association youth crews, helping to
create and develop job skills associated with construction and maintenance projects. Nearby
communities have minimal opportunities for youth employment or job training. Continued
maintenance will result in future seasonal job opportunities. Youth crews will replace
deteriorated and failed footbridges and resurface trails, eliminating health and safety hazards
and improving public access for subsistence and recreation users in these remote areas.

Program Project Name: Admiralty and Misty Fiords National Monument Trail Health
and Safety Improvements

Local Project Name: Misty Fiords NM Trail and Bridges
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Ketchikan/Misty Fiords

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Ketchikan Gateway Borough

Related Photo(s) Link:
http://lwww.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5202976.pdf

Modified Date: 8/25/2011
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Story:
Trail and Bridges Maintained through Recovery Act Funding

(Story posted 6/24/2010)

Recovery Act funding will assist with maintenance and reconstruction activities on three trails
including gravel, boardwalk, and stream crossings. Use the link below to read the story.

Program Project Name: Alaska Public Visitor Centers Maintenance for Safety and
Protection

Local Project Name: Tongass Visitor Centers Repairs AV Hardware Integration
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Ranger District: Juneau

Nearby City(ies): Juneau

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Juneau Borough

Modified Date: 7/19/2010

Story:

Tongass Visitor Centers Provides Visitors With Vivid Glacier Viewing Experience
(Story posted 7/1/2010)

Many visitors to the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center have time, physical and monetary
limitations restricting them from a close-up glacier experience by hiking to it, or taking a
helicopter tour over or to land on it.

For many, viewing the movie that is shown in the visitor center’s theater is the best way, to
get a better appreciation for the geology and nature surrounding them in Alaska. But the old
audio-video equipment was badly outdated and in dire need of upgrades. It projected low
resolution images onto the screen that could hardly compare to the real experience.

Thanks to funding made available through the Recovery Act, the old equipment has been
replaced by newly installed, state-of-the-art, high-definition equipment and a wide screen.
The new equipment means a more vivid experience for viewers at the Mendenhall Glacier
Visitor Center Theater. A high-definition slideshow and 11 minute movie are shown every 20
minutes throughout the day.

Program Project Name: Western States - Forests Adapting To and Mitigating Climate
Change Effects

Local Project Name: Forest Inventory in Urban Areas
Region: Pacific Northwest Research Station
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Nearby City(ies): various

Congressional District(s): AKOO, CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA05, CA06, CA07, CAO08,
CA09, CA10, CA11, CA12, CA13, CAl4, CA15, CAl6, CA17, CA18, CAL19, CA20, CA21,
CA22, CA23, CA24, CA25, CA26, CA27, CA28, CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, CA33, CA34,
CA35, CA36, CA37, CA38, CA39, CA40, CA41, CA42, CA43, CA44, CA45, CA46, CA4T,
CA48, CA49, CA50, CA51, CA52, CA53, HIO1, HI02, OR01, OR02, OR03, OR04, ORO05,
WAO01, WA02, WA03, WA04, WAO5, WA06, WAO7, WA08, WAD9

County(ies): AK: Bethel Census Area, Bristol Bay Borough, Denali Borough, Fairbanks North
Star Borough, Kenai Peninsula Borough, Lake and Peninsula Borough, Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, Nome Census Area, Northwest Arctic Borough, Southeast Fairbanks Census
Area, Valdez-Cordova Census Area, Wade Hampton Census Area, Yukon-Koyukuk Census
Area; CA: Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, El
Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, Lassen, Los Angeles,
Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Mono, Monterey, Napa, Nevada,
Orange, Placer, Plumas, Riverside, Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Diego,
San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity,
Tulare, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yolo, Yuba; HI: Hawaii, Honolulu, Kalawao, Kauai, Maui; OR:
Baker, Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas,
Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jackson, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lane,
Lincoln, Linn, Malheur, Marion, Morrow, Multnomah, Polk, Sherman, Tillamook, Umatilla,
Union, Wallowa, Wasco, Washington, Wheeler, Yamhill; WA: Adams, Asotin, Benton,
Chelan, Clallam, Clark, Columbia, Cowlitz, Douglas, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Grays
Harbor, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Kittitas, Klickitat, Lewis, Lincoln, Mason, Okanogan,
Pacific, Pend Oreille, Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Skamania, Snohomish, Spokane, Stevens,
Thurston, Wahkiakum, Walla Walla, Whatcom, Whitman, Yakima

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/618qvgm
Modified Date: 12/29/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Urban Forest Project Spanning Five States
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

This project, led by John Mills of the PNW Research Station’s Resource Monitoring and
Assessment Program, is using $1,795,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
funds to employ field crews to gather data on the condition of forests from approximately
1,000 sites in populated areas in five western states: Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, and
Washington.

The project uses the scientifically-rigorous protocols of the USDA Forest Service’s
nationwide Forest Inventory and Analysis Program, and will result in a network of
permanently located plots in urbanized areas that can be measured again in the future. The
Forest Service is conducting the work in collaboration with the Oregon Department of
Forestry, California Polytechnic State University, California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, Washington Department of Natural Resources, Alaska Department of Natural
Resources, Hawaii Urban Forestry Council, and Davey Resource Group.

Having Recovery Act funds become available for this project means that workers have the
opportunity to collect systematic data on the abundance, extent, and health of trees and
other vegetation in urban areas for the first time. To help urban forests adapt and be resilient
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to a changing climate, the Forest Service needs to know their current health status.

Urban forests will change as the climate changes, with shifts in species composition, growth
rates, mortality, and susceptibility to pests all possible. Having a baseline of urban forest
conditions will help local resource managers and planners to understand and articulate the
contributions of urban forests to ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, water
retention, energy savings, and quality of life for residents. Over the long term, monitoring will
help to determine if and how urban forests are adapting to changing conditions, and might
shed some light on potential mitigations.

Work on the initial plot installation will continue through 2013, with a large amount of data
gathering planned for 2011. As of November 2010, this project had expended about 3
percent of its funds, generating direct employment for approximately 15 people, with
significant additional jobs expected as the project ramps up.

Program Project Name: Begich Boggs Visitor Center Parking Lot
Local Project Name: BBVC Parking Lot Survey and Design

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Girdwood

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Modified Date: 3/20/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Parking Lot Survey, Design

(Story posted 3/15/3012)

On the Chugach National Forest, the Begich, Boggs Visitor Center is one of the most popular
recreation facilities in Alaska. Located within a two-hour drive of more than half of the state's
population and a major stop for cruise ship passengers on land tours, the center is a prime
attraction for locals and tourists alike.

Because visitor safety is the highest priority, the Forest has been working to improve the
parking areas and paths to provide for safe efficient traffic flow and parking. In 2007 the
Forest Service produced a conceptual design, but the plan was not to scale and did not fit the
site. In late 2009, Recovery Act funds supported a design contract to produce a new site plan
to reduce traffic congestion, confusion, and the potential for accidents. The recently
completed design allows for the following:

* Helps visitors easily locate the visitor center parking lot and other amenities.
* Allows for visual access to the visitors’ center upon arrival to support visitor orientation to the
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site.

* Allows for visual access from the visitor center to the lodge that helps visitors explore the
site and visit the lodge without use of a vehicle.

* Provides visual access to the Trail of Blue Ice trailhead from the front door of the visitor
center and locates bicycle parking close to the visitor center entry.

» Enhances pedestrian safety for people of all abilities by providing a place where both buses
and cars can drop off passengers. This area is well lighted and has a special accent
pavement to help designate it as a pedestrian area, with accessible parking located close to
the center and drop-off area.

» The parking area looks over the lake, so it can be seen during rainy and windy weather.

» An amphitheater with informal seating is located close to the visitor center and somewhat
out of the wind for interpretive lectures and orientation.

Once implemented, the new design will address increasing visitation and changing use
patterns to easily accommodate large numbers of tour buses and recreational vehicles while
maintaining the unique character of Portage Valley.

Program Project Name: Iditarod National Historic Trail 6 Bridges for Safety and
Protection

Local Project Name: Iditarod Snow Machine bridges
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Girdwood

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5357494

Modified Date: 7/10/2012

Story:
Iditarod National Historic Recovery Act-funded Trail Bridges Support Local Economies,
Enhance Recreation Access Opportunities

(Story posted 3/1/2012)

The Iditarod National Historic Trail (INHT) south of Anchorage commemorates America's last
great gold rush. It connects people to a time when sled dogs and mushers hauled tons of
mail and supplies over 2,600 miles of frozen trail and tundra.

The Chugach National Forest is working with several partners on a high-profile effort to
restore and develop over 180 miles of a year-round recreation trail along the Southern Trek
of Iditarod between Seward and Girdwood. Between August 2010 and June 2011, Recovery
Act-funded workers built four trail bridges to provide improved snowmachine access to
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backcountry riding opportunities: the Spokane Creek Bridge; Bertha Creek Bridge; Lower
Granite Creek Bridge; and Upper Granite Creek Bridge.

This week the Anchorage-based firm that built the bridges will address minor ramp settling
issues, but snowmachine enthusiasts have been safely using the new structures all winter.
The new bridges have provided a travel route generally outside of avalanche zones while
greatly improving outdoor recreation access opportunities. Local small communities along the
route are able to provide services to more trail users to benefit the economy.

Program Project Name: Iditarod National Historic Trail Improvement for Improved
Visitor Safety

Local Project Name: Iditarod Trail Improvement
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Girdwood, Moose Pass, Seward
Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough
Modified Date: 3/28/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded INHT Trail Improvements Support History, Recreation
(Story posted 3/16/2012)

On the Chugach National Forest, Recovery Act-funded trail work to construct or reconstruct
approximately 20 miles of the Iditarod National Historic Trail underway seasonally since June
of 2010 will be finished this summer. Because much of the original Iditarod trail in this area
has been used for other transportation routes such as the Seward Highway and the Alaska
Railroad; contractors are building a pedestrian trail that will complete priority segments from
the Winner Creek trailhead in Girdwood to Rosehip Creek; from Johnson Pass through
Turnagain Pass; and from Primrose north to Vagt Lake.

The work that also includes repairing the Victor Creek and Ptarmigan Creek trails from their
trailneads near the Seward Highway to where they join into the new trail will enhance year-
round outdoor recreation opportunities within a short drive of Anchorage. Trail crew members
have expressed pride in helping build infrastructure that will help get others outdoors while
commemorating an important piece of history—the route made famous by gold prospectors
and their dog teams during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The Chugach National Forest awarded three Recovery Act-funded contracts for this effort:
Oregon Woods, Inc. was awarded the contract for segment one, and Clarence McReynolds
Trail Builders was awarded segments two and three. Segment one is a total of 11.7 miles of
new trail construction; segment two is a total of 7.2 miles of new trail construction and
reconstruction; and segment three was 1.5 miles of new trail construction.
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Oregon Woods Inc. has employed three two-person crews plus a project manager for the
past two summer seasons. Each crew has a mini excavator, one of which is equipped with a
power hammer to chisel through bedrock to create the trail and drainage features. The tralil
crew workers suffer through many rainy days, slogging through muddy ground to reach their
work sites, but their pride in helping construct something that will get others outdoors is
always evident.

Clarence McReynolds Trail Builders employed a three-person crew for the past two
summers, moving its workers between the two contracts. Segment three was in an area
accessible by nine miles of existing trail; the contractor used local helicopter services to
establish its base camp and fly in weekly supplies to its crew members. The contractor noted
this was a one-way trail: many people hike down, but none back up! Visitors are floating out
on the Twentymile River using lightweight packrafts, a fairly new Alaskan answer to
inaccessible river floats.

Segment one is located between Johnson Pass North Trailhead and an existing highway
pullout at mile post 72.5 of the Seward Highway. This trail runs through the area known as
Turnagain Pass and roughly parallels the Seward Highway between 1/8 and one mile away
from this roadway. This trail ties in with the existing 21-mile long Johnson Pass trail segment
of the Iditarod National Historic Trail. Segment two is located between Snow River and Vagt
Lake and includes reconstruction of the Victor Creek and Ptarmigan Creek trails from their
trailneads near the Seward Highway to where they join into the new trail. Segment one and
two contracts are still underway with completion slated for this coming summer— 2012.

Segment three, which was finished in 2011, is located nine miles in from the Winner Creek
trailhead in Girdwood and extends this segment of the Iditarod to Rosehip Creek, a tributary
of the Twentymile River.

Program Project Name: Chugach National Forest-Snug Harbor Road Recondition and
Resurface

Local Project Name: Snug Harbor Road Reconditioning
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Cooper Landing

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5358899

Modified Date: 6/11/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Road Repairs Benefit Travelers, Resources
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(Story posted 3/16/2012)

In 2010, Recovery Act-funded workers repaired eight miles of the severely degraded Snug
Harbor Road to provide a safer public experience and reduce deferred maintenance on the
existing road. In recent years, several culverts had washed out, resulting in costly emergency
repairs, resource damage, and service disruptions. Beginning in April, an Anchorage-based
contractor analyzed and redesigned drainage in the road corridor and addressed ditches and
cross drainage needs. Workers removed aged culverts and added more cross drains with
armored ditch protection and then resurfaced the road with 6 inches of crushed aggregate to
minimize the significant potholing, wash boarding, and large rocks penetrating the road
surface, finishing the project by August.

Located south of Anchorage along the Sterling Highway near Cooper Landing, Alaska, on the
Chugach National Forest, Snug Harbor Road provides the only access to a national forest
trailhead and to a hydroelectric plant that provides power to the Kenai Peninsula. An existing
agreement with Chugach Electric Association will ensure that the reconstructed road will be
maintained to the appropriate standard needed to best serve travelers and protect resources.

Program Project Name: Alaganik Slough Boardwalk Repair for Health, Safety and
Accessibility

Local Project Name: Alaganik Slough Boardwalk Reconstruction
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Cordova

Nearby City(ies): Cordova, AK

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Valdez-Cordova Census Area

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5357536

Modified Date: 7/10/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Alaganik Slough Accessible Boardwalk Health and Safety
Repair

(Story posted 3/1/2012)

During the summer of 2010, Recovery Act-funded workers reconstructed approximately
1,000 linear feet of a popular boardwalk to restore universal access to the Alaganik Slough in
the heart of the Copper River Delta near Cordova.

The existing boardwalk built with the help of international volunteers in the mid-1990s had
become unsafe due to differential settling of the foundation, but at the time of its construction,
then-Alaska Governor Knowles noted the project’s excellent barrier-free design for the
boardwalk, viewing blind, and elevated observation platform. Because frost heaving had
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caused the boardwalk to no longer meet ADA and ABA accessibility standards, workers
removed the existing decking, bullrail, and guardrail and replaced them with new Alaska
yellow cedar from the southeastern part of the state. Contractors also replaced foundations
for the entire boardwalk except the viewing tower with a helical pier foundation system.

The Alaganik Day Use Area on the Chugach National Forest Cordova Ranger District is one
of the few places in the 700,000-acre wetland with vehicle access and provides wildlife
viewing and beautiful scenery, hunting, fishing, and boating.

Since its completion in September 2010, the boardwalk again meets agency safety and
accessibility standards and is once more a key site for recreation use and for Cordova's
Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival held each spring when as many as five million
shorebirds rest and feed there during migration. The many activities, workshops, and
community events offered throughout the festival support valuable environmental education
activities.

Program Project Name: Whistle Stop Placer River Trail Bridge & Access
Local Project Name: Placer River Bridge

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Girdwood, AK

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5359340

Modified Date: 6/11/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Partnership-driven Whistle Stop Project

(Story posted 3/14/2012)

Recovery Act-funded project work supporting a world-class recreation and transportation
network for visitors to the Chugach National Forest and Kenai Peninsula communities that
began in 2011 will be underway again when weather permits this spring. Through the Whistle
Stop Project, a long-term partnership effort between the Forest Service and Alaska Railroad
Corporation that will eventually include several railroad whistle stops between the Portage
Valley and Moose Pass along with a trail network inter-connecting all of the stops with cabins
dispersed throughout, Recovery Act-funded workers are building a 280-foot timber-truss
pedestrian bridge over the Placer River.

After spending the winter and spring working with the designer, construction for the Placer
River Trail Bridge commenced in July 2011. Construction continued into the fall until weather
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eventually stalled the project. The contractor plans to ramp construction back up this spring.
This bridge may be the longest single-span, timber-truss bridge in North America or possibly
the world.

The bridge was manufactured and assembled in Oregon prior to being disassembled,
packaged, and shipped to Alaska. Once the bridge was on site, workers reassembled the
pieces. Currently a fully assembled bridge section is sitting on each side of the river waiting
for the day when they will be lifted into their final positions. The bridge is a magnificent
structure that fits well with the pristine Placer River Valley.

The bridge is the key connector to the planned 35-mile-long Glacier Discovery Trail that will
unite the backcountry stations. Contractors expect to finish work by mid-summer, adding to
business opportunities for outfitter/guides, the railroad, and local communities while
enhancing outdoor recreation opportunities for people of all abilities.

Program Project Name: Whistle Stop Partnership Projects
Local Project Name: Grandview Whistle Stop

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Girdwood, AK

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5359342

Modified Date: 6/11/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Whistle Stop Project Activity Continues

(Story posted 3/14/2012)

Since 2011, Recovery Act-funds have been supporting project work to provide access to the
Kenai Peninsula remote backcountry with a world class system of trails, overnight camping,
and rental cabins. Through the Whistle Stop Project, a long-term partnership effort between
the Forest Service and Alaska Railroad Corporation that will eventually include several
railroad whistle stops between the Portage Valley and Moose Pass along with a trail network
inter-connecting all of the stops with cabins dispersed throughout, Recovery Act-funded
workers are building platforms, pavilions, and a restroom adjacent to the railroad tracks at
Grandview.

After spending the winter and spring working with the designer, construction for the
Grandview Whistle Stop began in July 2011. Construction continued into the fall until weather
eventually stalled the project. The contractor expects to resume work this spring with a mid-
summer estimated completion date. The project consists of a series of platforms and
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pavilions located adjacent to the railroad tracks that will provide an opportunity for visitors to
access a part of the forest that has not previously been available. The Grandview Whistle
Stop will offer sweeping views of a lush alpine valley and glaciers.

The whistle stop is the second of its kind to be constructed within the larger project that will
eventually include four or five whistle stops along the railroad route. A self-propelled railcar,
trails, and facilities are already in place. The larger project is upgrading access and utilization
of the existing components through improvements to cabins, restrooms, rail platforms, and
wildlife viewing structures. The improvements will enhance visitor safety from bears and the
elements in this rugged region, provide access for people of all abilities, and bring substantial
benefits to local economies through long-term employment opportunities.

Program Project Name: Cooper Lake Fuels Project - Thin and Pile
Local Project Name: Cooper Lake Fuels

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Cooper Landing, AK

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Modified Date: 3/28/2012

Story:
Cooper Landing Community Safer following Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuels
Reduction Work

(Story posted 3/7/2012)

An estimated one million acres on Alaska's Kenai Peninsula are infested with spruce bark
beetles, resulting in vast amounts of dead and dying spruce trees. The dead and dying trees
combined with limited access and few evacuation routes have resulted in extreme
catastrophic wildfire risk to the Cooper Landing community.

This Recovery Act-funded hazardous fuels reduction project had been identified in the
Cooper Landing Community Wildfire Protection Plan, a collaborative effort involving citizen
volunteers and federal, state, borough, and municipal representatives.

In December 2009, the Forest Service issued a 200-acre hazardous fuels reduction
mechanical contract on the Chugach National Forest Seward Ranger District to Evergreen
Alaska for work to begin in winter of 2010, and in January 2011 workers finished removing
dead spruce, thinning stands to improve tree resistance to insect attack, and piling and
burning debris to help protect the community from future wildfires.

The efforts to reduce wildland fire potential near high-use portions of the community have
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contributed to public and firefighter safety while helping secure and safe ingress/egress
routes to the Kenai Peninsula.

Program Project Name: Hope Area Fuels Project - Thin and Pile
Local Project Name: Hope Area Fuels

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Hope, AK

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Modified Date: 3/28/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Reduce Catastrophic Wildfire Risk to Communities
(Story posted 3/7/2012)

Last month, Recovery Act-funded workers completed mechanical and hand-thinning
hazardous fuel reduction activities on approximately 700 acres on the Kenai Peninsula near
the isolated communities of Hope, Sunrise, and Summit Lake, whose proximity to heavy
dead and down fuel amid local wind regimes cause them to face extreme wildfire risk.
Alaska’s 10-million-acre Kenai Peninsula Borough is in the midst of a regional spruce bark
beetle outbreak that has resulted in extensive spruce mortality on approximately one million
acres.

This project had two different contracts awarded in December 2009. Evergreen Alaska was
awarded the 344-acre mechanical contract along the Hope Highway and Palmer Creek Road
while Summit Forestry was awarded the 360-acre manual contract to work on areas adjacent
to power lines and units along the Palmer Creek Road.

Work that began in early 2010 removed spruce bark beetle-infested dead and dying trees
along critical egress roads while improving tree resistance to insect attack and replacing fire-
prone spruce with birch stands that have a lower rate of spread. The activities were among
those identified in the community wildfire protection plan the Chugach National Forest and
local community members, fire districts, and government agencies completed in 2006.

In addition to protecting communities and providing meaningful work, the project generated

firewood always in demand among local residents.

Program Project Name: Daves Creek Watershed Restoration
Local Project Name: Daves Creek Restoration
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Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Moose Pass
Congressional District(s): AK0O
County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough
Modified Date: 4/25/2012

Story:

Stream and Riparian Restoration Project Offers Multiple Benefits
(Story posted 3/21/2012)

On the Chugach National Forest, Recovery Act funds are supporting a multi-year, multi-
partner stream and riparian restoration effort designed to reestablish aquatic habitat, riparian
health, and fish passage while improving recreational opportunities for visitors to Alaska’s
Kenai Peninsula.

Construction activities near the junction of the Seward and Sterling highways in the mid-
1900s brought about the need to restore approximately 2,000 feet of the Daves Creek stream
channel downstream of the Tern Lake outlet and replace an existing culvert with a bridge.
Other activities workers have undertaken since 2009 include rebuilding the fish viewing
platform and existing user trails in the Tern Lake day-use area to accommodate visitors of all
abilities.

Workers will install interpretive signs on-site in 2012 to highlight the restoration project as
well as the importance of aquatic habitats. Preliminary results of this project are positive:
numerous salmon have been observed in the new stream channel, which is maintaining itself
as designed. Riparian foliage growth is excellent, with high survival rates of transplanted and
planted vegetation. Monitoring of stream channel condition; vegetation; invasive plants; and
aguatic habitat and populations will continue over the next several years.

Program Project Name: Salt Chuck Mine Soil and Tailings Clean-Up
Local Project Name: Salt Chuck Mine CERCLA Clean-up

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Tongass

Nearby City(ies): Prince of Wales Island

Congressional District(s): AK0O

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 5/20/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Abandoned Mine Clean-up Operation
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(Story posted 2/6/2012)

While Recovery Act-funded on-site clean-up work has been finished at the abandoned Salt
Chuck Mine located on the Tongass National Forest and on adjacent State of Alaska
tidelands since last fall, the benefits continue, as do plans to further improve the site.

Located on Prince of Wales Island, the operation produced copper, palladium, gold, and
silver from around 1905 to 1941 that left behind hazardous substances including arsenic,
copper, lead, mercury, selenium, and vanadium in mine tailings and soil. In spring 2010, the
mine site was added to the Environmental Protection Agency's National Priorities List,
making it eligible for long-term cleanup federal funds while EPA seeks to recover costs from
responsible parties.

Recovery Act-funded workers removed 8,400 tons of unsafe debris and hazardous
substances from the mill area portion of the site from spring to fall of 2011. Reducing human
and ecological exposure to heavy metal and organic contaminates is improving area
recreation as well as commercial and subsistence (living from the lands and streams)
opportunities.

Additional indirect jobs will result from long-term site monitoring and support industries. This
spring the Forest expects to receive a detailed removal action report from the contractor. The
Forest Service continues to work with EPA and other agencies and stakeholders to ascertain
the risk of remaining contamination within the site and whether further cleanup is needed.
Non-Recovery Act-funded operations and maintenance work will begin in May and continue
into 2013.

Program Project Name: Anchorage Hazardous Wildland Urban Interface Fuels
Treatment

Local Project Name: Anchorage Hazardous Fuels
Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Anchorage, Alaska
Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Anchorage Borough

Modified Date: 7/27/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Hazardous Fuels Reduction Activities, Education
(Story posted 7/3/2012)

In Anchorage, USDA Forest Service Recovery Act funds are supporting catastrophic wildfire
protection efforts, including Firewise home inspections, fire education outreach, and
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hazardous fuels reduction activities on private land within the city.

The Alaska State Division of Forestry is administering the grant that the Anchorage Fire
Department is implementing within the Anchorage municipality to help residents make their
homes more defensible in case of wildfire. The fire department estimates approximately 40
temporary workers are supporting the project that includes removal of large dead trees and
brush from private lands, with the expectation that about 75 acres will be treated by the end
of 2012.

In addition to creating jobs, the work is helping protect hundreds of homes in the Anchorage
bowl from potential fires that could spread from Chugach State Park, where a spruce bark-
beetle infestation has killed acres of trees.

Program Project Name: Kenai Borough Spruce Bark Beetle Mitigation
Local Project Name: KPB Spruce Bark Beetle Mitigation

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Seward

Nearby City(ies): Homer, Nikiski, Clam Gulch and others

Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Kenai Peninsula Borough

Modified Date: 7/27/2012

Story:
Kenai Peninsula Residents Benefit from Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Work

(Story posted 7/3/2012)

On the Kenai Peninsula on Alaska’s southern coast, USDA Forest Service Recovery Act
funds are helping borough spruce bark beetle-mitigation program staff design and conduct
several hazardous fuels treatment projects scattered across the borough. Treatment areas
include projects recommended and prioritized in accordance with local community wildfire
protection plans on both public and private lands within the wildland-urban interface.

Hundreds of workers employed through private contractors are removing hazard trees along
approximately 70 miles of road corridors; reducing ground fuels on approximately 125 acres
of state park lands; thinning approximately 1,000 acres of borough public land adjacent to
communities; reducing grassy fuels in the wildland urban-interface on approximately 2,500
acres; and treating woody debris resulting from private land hazardous fuels removal.
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All project work is expected to be complete by the end of 2012.

Program Project Name: Matanuska-Susitna Community Wildfire Protection Plan
Wildfire Mitigation

Local Project Name: Matanuska Susitna Wildfire Mitigation

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Houston, Meadow Lakes, Big Lake, Wasilla, Palmer, Willow, Sutton
Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Modified Date: 7/27/2012

Story:
Hazardous Fuels Reduction Activities, Education Support Community Wildfire Protection
Plan Goals

(Story posted 7/3/2012)

In the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in south central Alaska, USDA Forest Service Recovery
Act funds are supporting extensive wildland fire prevention education efforts and
approximately 30 hazardous fuels reduction projects covering about 200 acres across the
borough. Administered by the state of Alaska Division of Forestry and implemented by the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, this project involves about 90 percent fire prevention education
and 10 percent hazardous fuels reduction.

Temporary crews and private contractors are conducting hazard fuels mitigation work in
areas prioritized according to needs identified in community wildfire protection plans.

Other temporary workers are conducting Firewise home assessments and associated public
outreach. The inspections are helping identify trees that should be removed to protect
property from approaching wildfires. Last winter these employees conducted fire prevention
education programs at local schools.

All project work is expected to be complete by the end of 2012.

Program Project Name: Chugach State Parks Hazard Fuels
Local Project Name: Chugach Park Hazardous Fuels

Region: Alaska Region

Forest: Chugach

Ranger District: Glacier

Nearby City(ies): Anchorage, Eagle River, Chugiak, Eklutna, EImendord AFB, Fort
Richardson, Indian, Bird Creek, Girdwood and Palmer

Congressional District(s): AKOO
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County(ies): AK: Anchorage Borough, Matanuska-Susitna Borough
Modified Date: 7/27/2012

Story:

Chugach State Park Hazardous Fuels Reduction Work Protects Homes, Resources
(Story posted 7/3/2012)

On hillside areas above Anchorage, USDA Forest Service Recovery Act-funded hazardous
fuels reduction work is underway to help protect densely populated adjacent areas from
catastrophic wildland fire.

In cooperation with the Anchorage Fire Department, Alaska State Parks, and the Alaska
Division of Forestry, approximately 20 seasonal workers are thinning dense stands of beetle-
killed spruce to mitigate danger from human-caused fire starts more likely because of high
recreational use in the vicinity. Workers are building a fuel break between the park and the
City of Anchorage to protect homes, a natural gas pipeline running through the park, and
natural resources.

Local residents are also benefiting from resulting firewood made available that rising home
heating fuel costs have caused to be in high demand. The project is expected to be complete
by the end of 2012.

Program Project Name: Alaska Native Village Seed Production Project
Local Project Name: Rural Village Seed Production Project
Region: Alaska Region

Nearby City(ies): Metlakatla, Pedro Bay, Aniak, Chignik Lake, Hooper Bay, Manley Hot
Springs, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKO0O

County(ies): AK: Bethel Census Area, Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, North Slope Borough, Northwest Arctic Borough, Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area

Modified Date: 7/27/2012

Story:

Seed Production Project Brings Ongoing Jobs to Rural Communities
(Story posted 7/19/2012)

A USDA Forest Service Recovery Act-funded village seed production project is helping rural
communities gain a foothold in a much-needed state industry. Since March 2010, the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources has been working through its Alaska Plant Materials
Center (PMC) to initiate, develop, and begin seed production in communities around the
state to support the ongoing native species restoration efforts of several federal and state
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agencies as well as mining and oil industries.

Six rural communities are in varying stages of seed-production startup and have been
attending training, selecting production sites, and preparing and planting fields. Their
locations and activities are outlined below, as are the project’s initial phases.

Phase I: Contact (March 2010-February 2011)

State workers contacted over 380 village organizations, residents, regional native non-profits,
and regional development organizations to explain the program and select sub-grantees.

* Traveled to ten communities to present the project to community and tribal councils

* Drafted budget outlines

« Drafted agreements

Phase II: Development (December 2010-June 2011)

Following selection of six communities around the state, PMC project managers began
helping communities develop their project.

» Assessed equipment needs and created a purchase list for each community

» Specified budgets and agreements for each community based on local needs

» Worked with tribal/community councils to amend and approve budgets

» Advised communities on selecting land for production/wild harvest and hiring staff

» Developed reporting protocols for communities

Phase llI: Start Up (May 2011-May 2012)

On-the-ground work activities began.

* Project managers helped communities with equipment purchasing

* PMC-hosted three-day training and orientation held at PMC with all communities
represented

* PMC traveled to communities to help with setting goals, reporting, selecting production sites,
sampling soils, and identifying plants

* Cleared fields

Phase IV: Production (May 2012-August 2013)

Work leading to harvesting and marketing a viable seed crop is underway.
* PMC hosted a two-day marketing seminar for participants

* Clearing and preparing fields

* Planting

» Tending crops

» Harvesting seed (plants in production and wild collection)

» Seed cleaning/conditioning and storage

Communities

Each community listed below expressed interest in the Rural Village Seed Production Project
and demonstrated council and community support. An agreement and budget is in place with
each community to work with the project staff to pursue native seed production.

One of the unique aspects of this project is the flexibility to accommodate the individual
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communities. Project managers are working closely with each community’s project lead to
tailor the production details to the community interest and resources available, so all
communities are working on different aspects of the project. A brief description of the
individual projects is listed below:

Metlakatla: This community had past experience with a native seed production program, so
officials were quick to adopt the project concept and gain community support. Metlakatla was
the first community to enter into an agreement and the first to clear land for production.

* In summer 2011, purchased production equipment and planted some seed (Calamagrostis
canadensis) in a newly cleared two-acre field

* In summer 2012 the seed showed promise for a 2013 harvest

» Working with PMC staff to pursue wild collection of native stands of plants that may have
revegetation benefits

* In 2012 season planted lupine; transplanted a beach wild rye; and is expecting to conduct
wild harvesting in large native sedge stands for cleaning during the 2012-2013 winter

* Developing two other plots for lupine, beach wild rye, and potentially Carex species

» Started a community composting program to support production

Pedro Bay: The project in Pedro Bay is hosted in the Pedro Bay Corporation (housed in
Anchorage). The corporation administers the project and has hired a local workforce in Pedro
Bay. As a collaborative project, the community has shown great initiative and has a good
start to the seed production project. They have purchased most of the necessary equipment
for soil preparation and planting. PMC staff helped with field preparations and planting in
spring 2012.

« In fall 2011 cleared, tilled and readied land for spring 2012 planting; first cleared one acre
and expanded to 3.5 acres

* In spring 2012 finished final seed preparations and began planting with plans to finish by
August

* PMC provided blue joint reed grass, yarrow, Artemisia

* First harvest planned for mid-summer 2013

* Built a storage building and other support structures on site

* Exploring options for wild harvest with plans to clean this seed in winter 2012

Aniak: Aniak, located on the south bank of the Kuskokwim River, has a previously
established farm with several acres available that the community wanted to refurbish for this
project. In summer 2011 workers conducted the following:

» Cut down overgrown weeds in one of the fields

» Wild harvested Calamagrostis canadensis (bluejoint reedgrass) and Epilobium angustifolium
(fireweed)

* Built drying boxes for wild-harvested seeds

» Hosted a native and invasive plants scavenger hunt for youth during the Aniak Fair

» Researched and ordered equipment and supplies

* Participated in invasive weed training

* As of July 2012, workers had selected, cleared, and prepared 2.5 acres for planting in
August
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Chignik Lake: Chignik Lake began to purchase equipment and selected approximately four
acres of land, clearing it of vegetation and debris in fall 2011. Chignik Lake is currently
pursuing a wild harvesting of native grasses and sedges with the support of PMC staff.

* Interested in working with the school to incorporate youth into aspects of the project

Hooper Bay: Hooper Bay is located on the coast of southwestern Alaska, in the Yukon Delta
National Wildlife Refuge. Hooper Bay is surrounded by sand dunes populated with beach
wild rye that the community will be wild harvesting. In summer 2011 workers conducted the
following:

* Identified and staked areas to be wild harvested

* Ordered supplies and equipment

* Made a preliminary harvest for cleaning and storing in fall/winter of 2011-2012

* With wild harvest areas selected, weekly monitoring of plots is ongoing

* PMC staff continues to work with the community in identifying other species in that area that
have good potential for wetland revegetation projects

Manley Hot Springs: This community originally chose three potential sites for seed production
and made arrangements over the winter of 2011-2012 for work to be done. Equipment
purchases, project planning, and site clearing/land preparation took place in spring 2012.

* Cleared 4.5 acres for planting

* PMC staff will send seed and 1,200 plug plants for planting in fall 2012

» Program manager is considering wild harvest for cleaning in winter of 2012-2013

Primary seed users in Alaska are the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities; the Department of Defense; mining companies; the oil industry; and US
Department of Interior and the US Department of Agriculture for wildland fire recovery efforts.
All these agencies are committed to the use of native species in restoration. PMC project
managers will supervise and monitor all planting, production, harvest, and cleaning for
several seasons to ensure the local producers are sufficiently trained with firmly established
revegetation markets to benefit both ecosystems and local economies.

Program Project Name: Sealaska Native Corporation Forest Health
Local Project Name: Sealaska Native Corporation Forest Health

Region: Alaska Region

Nearby City(ies): Kake, Klawock

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area
Modified Date: 8/21/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Forest Restoration Work Has Multiple Objectives

(Story posted 7/27/2012)
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In cooperation with the State of Alaska, Division of Forestry and the following native
corporations—Sealaska Native Corporation, Klawock Heenya Corporation, Kake Tribal
Corporation, Shaan Seet, Inc., and Huna Totem Corporation—USDA Forest Service
Recovery Act funds helped to create employment in communities with high unemployment
and improved forest health and wildlife habitat on Alaska Native lands.

Silvicultural treatments included basal pruning, pre-commercial thinning of surplus crop trees
and ingrowth; and slash lopping and piling or pre-commercial thinning to a stocking of 225
(14’ X 14’ spacing) trees per acre and lopping of slash for wildlife corridors.

Work reported completed follows:

Basal pruning — 838 acres total

» Kake —301 acres

* Big Salt — 537 acres

Pre-commercial thinning — 465 acres

* Klawock Heenya Corporation —187 acres
» Kake Tribal Corporation — 149 acres

» Shaan Seet, Inc. — 67 acres

* Huna Totem Corporation — 62 acres

Program Project Name: Forest Restoration and Productions - Alaska Native
Corporation Land

Local Project Name: Forest Restoration and Productions - Alaska Native Corporation Land
Region: Alaska Region

Nearby City(ies): Ketchikan, Alaska

Congressional District(s): AKOO

County(ies): AK: Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area

Modified Date: 8/21/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Forest Restoration Work Benefits Environment, Private Sector
(Story posted 7/13/2012)

In southeast Alaska, a Recovery Act-funded forest restoration project involving Alaska Native
Corporation land was designed to provide silviculture jobs and conduct pre-commercial
thinning on 228 or more acres of aged 25 to 45 young growth forest of the Alaska Native
Corporation lands of Kavilco, Cape Fox, Klukwan, and Shaan Seet with plans to treat at least
55 acres on the lands of each participating Alaska Native Corporation. The goal was to
achieve forest treatments for an average cost of $600 per acre or less, including supervision
and administration costs.

In all, the project acres treated were 283, exceeding the initial goal by about 60 acres. The
total Shaan Seet cost per acre was $483 including travel supervision and administration,
which is under the $600 per acre limit required by sub-grant agreement and comparable to
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the Natural Resources Conservation Service forest improvement cost rate of $468 per acre.

Work reported completed by entity included the following:
» Kavilco Incorporated land: 80 acres

* Long Island (Klukwan) land: 60 acres

» Shaan Seet land: 63 acres

» Cape Fox land: 80 acres
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Arizona

Program Project Name: APC Pallets, Inc.

Local Project Name: Expansion of Eager, AZ pallet mill
Region: Forest Products Laboratory

Nearby City(ies): Eager, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ04

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3bblctr
Modified Date: 9/8/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Pellet Mill Expansion Allows for Increased Capacity
(Story posted 5/24/2010)

The goal of the Recovery Act-funded project for APC and Affiliated Companies (APC) was to
establish a scragg mill within a few miles of the Apache Sitgreaves National Forest White
Mountain Stewardship Contract. The addition of a dry kiln, Cat loader, crosscut saw, and two
semi-tractor trailers brought APC to full production and increased the amount of material
processed from the stewardship contract.

After acquiring the equipment, from November 2009 to January 2010, APC Pallets increased
treatment capacity by 25 log loads a week, approximately covering 300 acres in a three-
month time period from Future Forests LLC, the White Mountain Stewardship contractor. The
ultimate use of this material helps decrease the potential for catastrophic fire in this region by
reducing ladder fuels.

APC Pallets has increased production by eliminating the purchase of milled lumber 100
percent. The company has expanded its product line to include 1x4, 2x4, 4x4, 4x8, 8x8 inch
lumber in random lengths, cut stock, and timber cants as expected. In addition, APC has
been able to increase the lumber grade of manufactured pallets from grades 2 and 3. With
this grant, APC hoped to replace eight million board feet of lumber purchases from Canada
and other suppliers. APC hit 1,350,000 board feet in a three-month time period and
anticipates hitting the eight million mark during the full year. APC Pallets has also added new
positions to its workforce.

Program Project Name: Dakota Logging, LLC

Local Project Name: Increasing Capacity to Harvest Small Diameter Trees and Woody
Biomass on the Prescott National Forest

Region: Forest Products Laboratory
Nearby City(ies): Prescott
Congressional District(s): AZ04
County(ies): AZ: Maricopa
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Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/5sxmt4a
Modified Date: 9/9/2011

Story:
New Equipment Allows for Increased Capacity to Harvest Small-diameter Trees and Woody
Biomass

(Story posted 4/16/2010)

A USDA Forest Service Recovery Act-funded grant to Dakota Logging is helping the
company increase efforts to harvest and utilize wood from the wildland-urban interface
around Prescott and Prescott Basin and to sell to the strong area firewood market. Since
receiving the grant the company purchased equipment and began operations on the Prescott
National Forest to harvest small-diameter trees and reduce wildfire risk to nearby
communities. The new equipment has allowed the company to operate more efficiently so it
could treat more acres in less time.

Dakota Logging was awarded the Quartz timber sale from the Prescott National Forest on
the Bradshaw Ranger District and completed 50 percent of the sale in a three-month time
frame, which is double the production prior to receiving the grant.

Dakota Logging hauled 140 loads (3,500 green tons) to Hot Woods in Camp Verde, Arizona,
and 11 loads (275 green tons) to Bowen Poles located in Phoenix, Arizona, increasing its
staff for the operations.

As Dakota Logging finishes treating acreage on the National Forest, the company purchases
seed and restores the land to preserve forest health. In addition to reducing wildfire risk, the
lower slash volume is reducing air pollution and carbon emissions since there is less material
to burn.

Dakota Logging has acquired new thinning projects for which the new equipment will
continue to benefit operations.

Program Project Name: Hoyer Campground Site Improvements

Local Project Name: ARRA Funds Revamp Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests' Popular
Summer Retreat

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): None Listed

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6kkgw3n
Modified Date: 4/12/2011
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Story:

Popular Campground Revamped
(Story posted 12/12/2009)

In summer 2009, a popular Arizona campground received a major face-lift thanks to
Recovery Act funds.

Nestled among the pines, Rolfe C. Hoyer campground is a favorite spot on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests for visitors to relax and enjoy the beauty and cool climate of
Arizona's high country. This past summer, the campground received a major face-lift thanks
to $1.23 million of stimulus money provided by this year's American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Several local contractors--V-Mountain Construction (Lakeside); Highland Trucking and
Excavation (Springerville); and Sug Rogers Construction (Nutrioso)--were hired with the
ARRA funds to completely revamp the roads system within the campground. Existing asphalt
roads were riddled with cracks and pot-holes, so they were reconfigured for accessibility and
replaced with a stabilized gravel surface.

In addition, another local contractor, Conco Concrete Specialists (Show Low), was hired to
replace the existing 30-year-old restrooms with new vault models that meet accessibility
requirements. Both of these improvements--the gravel roads system and facilities--will help
reduce future maintenance costs.

The campground also earned $800,000 in a second round of Recovery Act funding for other
much needed improvements, including constructing a new RV dump station; replacing the
existing walkways, picnic tables, fire rings, and shower facility with ones that meet
accessibility requirements; reconstructing the existing 40-year-old water system that will
provide water to the shower facility and potable water outlets; and connecting the wastewater
system for the RV dump station and shower facility to the local sanitary district.

In particular, the improvements to the RV dump station and shower facility will benefit many
people as these services are available for a fee to all forest visitors and not just those staying
in the campground. Work on these improvements is scheduled to begin in spring 2010.

Program Project Name: Hull and Spring Valley Cabin Rental Renovations - Historic
North Kaibab Ranger District Cabins

Local Project Name: North Kaibab Begins Historic Cabin Renovations with ARRA Funds
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Kaibab

Ranger District: North Kaibab

Nearby City(ies): Fredonia

Congressional District(s): AZ01
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County(ies): AZ: Coconino
Modified Date: 7/27/2010

Story:
District Hires Local Contractor and Purchases Supplies Locally to Renovate Oldest Ranger
Station on the Kaibab Plateau

(Story posted 10/10/2009)

Contractors working with the North Kaibab Ranger District of the Kaibab National Forest
(Fredonia, Arizona) have begun restoration work on the historic Jump Up Cabin, which
overlooks Kanab Creek Wilderness on the southwest flank of the Kaibab Plateau.

Built in 1906, the same year Teddy Roosevelt designated the Grand Canyon National Game
Preserve, Jump Up Cabin is the oldest existing ranger station on the plateau.

This work is made possible by an allocation from the Recovery Act of 2009 for restoration
efforts at Jump Up and on the Dry Park Cabin and structures at Big Springs. Contracts will go
to bid later this year for the other two projects.

The restoration largely consists of replacing the old flooring; repairing interior walls; installing
a new wood stove; some foundation repair; and exterior staining.

Fredonia resident John Azar is performing the restoration with help from the North Kaibab
Ranger District. Materials have been purchased locally from Lumber Plus Home Center &
Builders Supply, Heat Wave Fireplaces & Spas of Kanab, and Canyon Country Mill &
Resources Inc. of Fredonia.

According to North Kaibab Archeologist Connie Zweifel the cabin was one of a handful of
structures across the plateau built for forest rangers, each cabin about a day's horse ride
apart. Only two remain today; the other is at Jacob Lake.

"The original building materials came off the Kaibab," Connie said, "with windows and roofing
brought in by wagon from the railroad station at Marysville, Utah."

Over the years the cabin has been used often by ranching permittees and more recently as a
camping shelter by forest visitors. The cabin sits at the trailhead for Ranger Trail #41 that
explores Kanab Creek Wilderness.

Work on Jump Up Cabin is expected to be finished sometime this year. The work at Dry Park
and Big Springs will likely begin in the spring.

Program Project Name: Invasive Plant Control
Local Project Name: Invasive Plant Control at Saguaro Lake and the Lower Salt River
Region: Southwest Region
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Forest: Tonto

Nearby City(ies): None Listed

Congressional District(s): AZ05

County(ies): AZ: Maricopa

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6b9n9kk
Modified Date: 4/12/2011

Story:

Youth Work on Invasive Plant Control at Saguaro Lake and the Lower Salt River
(Story posted 5/17/2010)

Fountain grass is an ornamental grass used for xeriscape landscaping in the Phoenix metro
area. lItis also an extremely invasive exotic weed that aggressively spreads from yards to
public lands. Buffelgrass is a related perennial grass, also from South Africa, that has been
introduced to the southwestern U.S. and spreads rapidly through desert ecosystems. It
grows densely in the southern part of Arizona and is spreading to the Tonto National Forest
along roads and highways. Both of these grasses crowd out all other vegetation and create
a fire hazard with dead material that builds up year after year. The Sonoran desert is not fire-
adapted; vegetation most susceptible to fire damage is cacti, such as the Sonoran desert
signature plant, the saguaro.

This Recovery Act project funded young adult crews to manually remove fountain grass and
buffelgrass from the shores of Saguaro Lake and the Lower Salt River Recreation Area.

The Tonto National Forest worked with Coconino Rural Environmental Corps (CREC), a
program of Coconino County Community Services, through a Participating Agreement.
CREC is an AmeriCorps program, based on a Corps model used throughout the United
States for more than 70 years. It carries on the proud tradition of the Civilian Conservation
Corps of the 1930s.

Young adults ages 18 to 25 were hired to work in eight-person crews to complete the project.
They worked in eight-day stints, camping out at an administrative site on the Mesa Ranger
District. From October 2009 to March 2010, seven crews worked to physically grub and bag
these two perennial grass species. Mesa Ranger District employees picked up the huge
stacks of bags each week, delivering them to a certified landfill where the seeds have no
chance of germinating and establishing to create more problems.

A total of 118,700 pounds of invasive grasses was removed during the six months of this
project. This is an astounding accomplishment; one that will give the noxious weed program
on the Lower Salt River Recreation Area a jump start in a control program that will continue
for many years. Noxious weed control is not a one-year project, but a long-term multi-year
commitment. This infusion of money and labor has allowed the Tonto to get the upper hand
with a tough and extensive infestation, an effort that will carry the program forward
significantly.
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One important facet of the CREC program is education. A succession of different crews was
used on this project to increase their exposure to a wide variety of environments and project
types. Some of the crews used educational time provided for in the agreement to visit the
Phoenix Desert Botanical Garden during one of the best flower seasons Arizona has had for
years.

Program Project Name: Rim Country Wildland Urban Interface Hazardous Fuels
Treatment

Local Project Name: Rim Community WUI Fuels Treatment
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Tonto

Nearby City(ies): Payson

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Gila

Modified Date: 7/23/2010

Story:

Rim Community Hosts Fuels Treatment Thanks to Recovery Act
(Story posted 5/26/2010)

This wildland fire management project consists of six treatment areas within the Wildland
Urban Interface (WUI) along the Mogollon Rim in Gila County within the ponderosa pine belt.
Implementing this hazardous fuels reduction project will reduce the risk of wildfire to 13
communities on the Rim and support the restoration of fire-dependent ecosystems.

These communities have been threatened by several large wildfires over the past 10 years
and are very supportive of all efforts to reduce the risk from catastrophic wildfire. This
funding is a tremendous economic boost in support of the forest’s aggressive hazardous fuel
program. In addition to enhancing wildfire protection for Rim communities, monies have
been spent in the communities for housing, food and fuel in support of the contract
workforce. People who have been interested in employment for these contract awards have
been referred to the contractors.

The selection of the Tonto National Forest's Hazardous Fuel Program for Recovery Act
funding is one of the initial four Recovery Act projects in the Southwestern Region’s 11
national forests in Arizona and New Mexico. This selection is a testament to the organization
and aggressive planning among forest wildfire specialists and their leadership. When the call
came for Recovery Act project submission, the environmental project pre-work was
completed, which made this a highly-competitive project for the award. This project was part
of the first 10 percent of Recovery Act-funded projects.

The Hazardous Fuel Reduction project areas include a total of 8,071 acres for treatment.
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Program Project Name: Lower Salt Vault Restroom Facility Replacement
Local Project Name: Lower Salt River - Vault Restroom Facility Replacement
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Tonto

Nearby City(ies): Phoenix

Congressional District(s): AZ05

County(ies): AZ: Maricopa

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Facility Improvements
(Story posted 6/2/2010 and updated 11/12/2010)

Recovery Act funding allowed for the construction of 12 double vault restrooms at recreation
sites along the Lower Salt River on the Tonto National Forest. Contractors also built two
shade ramadas at Goldfield. The funding also permitted making all facilities and accessory
improvements fully accessible.

The project cost was $800,000. Contracts for the project were 97 percent of the cost while
the Forest Service was three percent of the cost for design and contract administration.

The public will benefit from the improved facilites for years to come.

Program Project Name: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests — National Forest System
Roads Surfacing and Drainage

Local Project Name: Aggregate Surfacing, Obliteration, Drainage Repairs and Improvements
of National Forest System Roads 405, 688, 275, 26 & 8007

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): Springerville, Arizona
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6fqpz44
Modified Date: 6/15/2011

Story:
National Forest System Road Work Protects Ecosystem, Supports Traveler Safety

(Story posted 12/10/2010)

Contractors recently improved National Forest System Roads (NFSRs)on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests Alpine and Springerville ranger districts using Recovery Act
funds.
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NFSR 405 had multiple areas where culverts, ditch lines, and other drainage structures were
not functioning properly, increasing the amount of sediment transported to the Heifer branch
of the Black River. The lack of surfacing was increasing the amount of sediment transported
downstream. Two contractors placed five miles of aggregate surfacing material; installed 21
grade dips; built six low water crossings; and placed five culvert extensions and riprap at
culvert inlets, outlets, and associated ditch lines.

On NFSR 688, a contractor repaired a 0.5 mile section of road prism in the upper reaches of
the Molina drainage that flows into the impaired Nutrioso creek and includes critical habitat
for the Little Colorado Spinedace. The reconstruction will eliminate the rutting through this
wet area. The contractor also obliterated one mile of user created roads to go around this
poor spot by restoring it to a natural state and seeding it.

A project on NFSR 275 was the continuation of a Legacy project started in fiscal year 2009.
Work consisted of surfacing three miles of roadway with aggregate; constructing grade dips;
reconstructing existing grade dips; and placing riprap at culvert inlets and outlets to reduce
erosion.

NFSR 26 is adjacent to Beaver Creek and is directly connected to the watershed.
Contractors completed aggregate surfacing on 5.75 miles of roadway to stabilize roadway
base; replaced two rusted out culverts; extended 12 culverts; and placed riprap at culvert
inlets and outlets and ditch lines to reduce erosion concerns.

Users had extended NFSR 8007 across a perennial tributary to the North Fork East Fork
Black River (NFEFBR. This project obliterated 0.3 miles of the user-created roadway.
Contractors installed water bars to control runoff, prevent erosion, and aid in revegetation
and also placed large boulders at the end of the 8007 to prevent users creating another
unauthorized route.

Program Project Name: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests — National Forest System
Roads Aggregate Surfacing

Local Project Name: Aggregate Surfacing & Stabilization of National Forest System Roads
249, 249E and 24

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): Springerville, Arizona
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/5wa8bma
Modified Date: 6/15/2011

Story:

Road System Upgrades Benefit Economy, Improve Visitor Safety
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(Story posted 12/10/2010)

National Forest System roads 249, 249E, & 24 are the main transportation system to access
the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests Alpine and Springerville ranger district's developed
recreation sites and the White Mountain Apache Tribe's Reservation Lake Recreation Area.
These roadways connect directly to Arizona's Coronado Trail National Scenic Byway and
Arizona Highway 261.

This project was to reestablish the roadway template, apply aggregate surfacing, and support
aggregate stabilization. The project was a continuation of a Legacy project started in fiscal
year 2008. Two contractors were hired for aggregate materials, and six contractors were
hired for aggregate placement and stabilization. Project benefits include the following:

* Improving public safety by minimizing dust

* Reducing sediment into the headwaters of the San Francisco and Black River drainages
from fines in aggregate surfacing

* Eliminating $525,000 in deferred maintenance on 19 miles of roads maintained for
passenger vehicles

* Reducing maintenance frequency requirements

Program Project Name: Stop 9 Sabino Canyon Trail Bridge
Local Project Name: Sabino Canyon Shuttle Stop 9

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Ranger District: Santa Catalina

Nearby City(ies): Tucson, Arizona

Congressional District(s): AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Pima

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6bhk2bv

Modified Date: 4/12/2011

Story:

Coronado National Forest Develops Recreation Facilitates to Enhance Visitor Experience
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

On the Coronado National Forest, the Sabino Canyon area is one of the crown jewels of the
Tucson region. It has a very high visitor rate and enhances local recreation and tourism.

A Recovery Act-funded project to provide a safer experience for visitors built a foot-bridge
across a debris-filled drainage between the end of the Sabino tram road and Forest trail #23
trailhead at the top of the Sabino Canyon Recreation Area with access to the Pusch Ridge
Wilderness. The foot-bridge allows safe and easy access to the wilderness area for hunters,
fisherman, birders, hikers, and other outdoor enthusiasts.
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Work consisted of the construction of a viewing area and trailhead at the end of Sabino
Canyon Road/Shuttle Stop 9. Slabs and walkways are consistent with the Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) standards for accessibility. Earthwork and finished grading achieved the
desired aesthetic for the site.

Specific work included the following:

» Demolition of existing concrete slabs and curbs

* Removal of approximately 30 linear feet of guardrail and re-installation of guardrail end
piece

» Construction of approximately 110 square yards of reinforced exposed aggregate concrete
slab and replacement of existing concrete curbing

» Construction of approximately 65 linear feet of seat wall (stone-faced CMU block with
concrete footer) and associated features

» Construction of approximately 26 linear feet of viewing rail consisting of 3 CMU piers (stone
faced) with 2bar safety railing

* Re-grading and surfacing of approximately 40 linear feet of trail

* Design and installation of Native Species Landscape Planting

 Design and installation of a commercialgrade irrigation system including a 1,000 gallon
polyethylene water storage tank and distribution lines

» Supply and installation of 1 trailhead and 1 interpretive sign to complement existing signs in
Sabino Canyon

Program Project Name: Florida Station Sewer Replacement
Local Project Name: Florida Station Sewer Replacement

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Nearby City(ies): Tucson

Congressional District(s): AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Pima

Modified Date: 7/5/2011

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Work to Support Scientists, Students

(Story posted 12/14/2010)

Scientists and students will soon reap the benefits of Recovery Act-funded rehabilitation work
at the historic Florida Station (pronounced Flor-EE-da), located in the Santa Rita Mountains
south of Tucson and east of Green Valley. The project is bringing jobs to the community and
allowing the managing agencies to bring more of the community to the station by increasing
the site’s accessibility and capacity for research and environmental education activities.

Co-managed by the Coronado National Forest and the University of Arizona (UA), the station
serves as headquarters of the Santa Rita Experimental Range, the oldest rangeland
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research area in the United States. Located on land administered by Coronado National
Forest, the station provides laboratory space and accommodations for researchers studying
desert grassland ecology on the more-than-50,000-acre UA-managed experimental range.
Recently, the Forest and the UA have begun to explore opportunities to increase Florida
Station’s educational potential.

The UA has hosted visitors of all ages at the site. However, the 80-year-old buildings needed
repairs and restoration, including modifications to improve sustainability and accessibility, to
provide facilities suited to environmental education.

Pima Paving of Tucson, Arizona, will replace the aged sewer system. Much of the septic
system dates to the original site construction, and after nearly 80 years, the entire system
has deteriorated, and portions have failed completely.

Program Project Name: YCC Residential Program
Local Project Name: YCC Residential Program

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Prescott

Nearby City(ies): Prescott

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Prescott National Forest Recovery Act-funded Partnership with Youth Conservation Corps
Benefits Youth, Resources

(Story posted 12/15/2010)

It's hard not to wish for more federal money for the Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) after
listening to more than a dozen local teens describe how much they have learned after a few

weeks in the woods.

"l learned a lot about the forest and different plants,” said Maryka McCormick of Surprise,
who is staying the summer with her grandfather in Camp Verde.

"l used to throw wrappers out, and now | don't do that," said Allison Mentz of Prescott Valley,
who now opts to recycle.

"I have a greater appreciation for the area I'm in," said Sarah Westervelt of Camp Verde.

Even though the kids didn't really enjoy pulling toadflax, they learned this plant that looks like
a yellow snapdragon is crowding out native plants all over the forest.
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Wyatt Bond of Prescott said his favorite thing about the work is its relevancy to the
community.

"We're doing it so other people can enjoy it," he explained.

The work has been a leadership opportunity for Bond, as he is one of the oldest YCC
workers at 18. He plans to study political science at Northern Arizona University this fall.

"I've watched these kids change over time," said Nicole Trushell, YCC project director for this
forest.

Some even have a new interest in Forest Service careers, she noted.

Erica Irwin of Prescott Valley said the work helped her decide she wants to be a Forest
Service wildlife biologist.

A one-time federal stimulus contribution of $175,000 allowed the Prescott National Forest to
hire a contractor and eight crew leaders to oversee 40 teens ages 15-18 at paid jobs. About
250 applied for the work. For the past quarter-century, the annual program has been much
shorter, with only a handful of kids.

For a month in mid-June to mid-July, the teens are tending to myriad chores throughout the
1.2-million-acre forest. They also are learning why the work is necessary.

The projects run the gamut and include trail bridge repairs, corral and fence removal and
construction, wildlife drink tank repairs, pulling non-native weeds, rehabilitating wildfire
containment lines, seeding timber sale areas, removing non-native fish, camp site
improvements and trail repairs.

"What we tried to do is give them a broad spectrum of projects,” said Mike Leonard, acting
ranger on the forest's Bradshaw District. "There's not a shortage of things to do."

Crew leader Fred Cone, a former university instructor and Vietnam vet, couldn't praise the
kids enough.

"They've done everything we've asked them to and more,” Cone said. "You couldn't have a
better classroom. They learn to work together."

Many of the teens said their remote "spike camp" experience in Horsethief Basin was the
highlight of the job so far.

"You're under the stars, and | haven't done that before," Mentz said. Fellow PV resident Kino
Miller said it also was his first time camping, and he was surprised how much he enjoyed it.

One of the more memorable moments came when the teens rescued a female mallard that
was caught in fishing line someone carelessly left at Horsethief Basin Lake, Trushell related.
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They held the duck and kept it hydrated on the long drive down from the southern Bradshaws
to a vet, who had to remove the fish hook from the duck's mouth.

The kids got to release the duck back into the wild last week.

When all the YCC work is done this year, Prescott Forest officials plan to add up the total
cost and benefits of the YCC teams, Leonard said.

"Of course, some of the benefits are intangible,” he noted.

Some of the Youth Conservation Corps workers talked about their favorite part of their jobs
so far, their least favorite thing, something they've learned, and how they've changed. Their
answers are below.

» Wyatt Bond of Prescott - Favorite thing: The relevancy of the YCC work to the community.
Least favorite: At first, trying to get other people motivated. Learned: "This is more fun than
bagging groceries." Changed: He feels more mature about doing what's expected of him and
feels lucky to get the job over so many applicants.

» Hannah Atkinson of Wilhoit - Favorite: "l really like to be outside instead of being cooped up
all day," as she was in a past dishwashing job. Least: no bathrooms. Learned and changed:
To be more respectful of others, even spiders that she used to squish in the house.

» Shelby Bracy of Prescott and PV - Favorite: Being outside at spike camp. Least: pulling
non-native Dalmatian toadflax weeds because she saw so many of them it seemed hopeless.
Learned: More about the outdoors that will help her when her family opens a new outdoor
retail store. Changed: She likes people more. "Before, people annoyed me when they didn't
know what they were doing, but | learned some people are not as outdoorsy as | am."

* Allison Mentz of PV - Favorite: Spike camp. Least: Some people didn't work hard although
they have improved. Learned: To stop littering. Changed: Her attitude about things such as
teamwork.

» Tess Brown of Prescott - Favorite: People. Least: People. Learned: "Patience is a trait |
don't have," although she hopes to get it before the YCC work is over. Changed: Not sure
yet.

* Travis Davis of PV - Favorite: Building water bars on trails because he likes to dig. Least:
Pulling weeds because it's tedious. Learned: About non-native weeds and why we need to
get rid of them. Changed: He's used to working, now that he's got his first job.

* Erica Irwin of PV - Favorite: Rebuilding the observation deck overlooking the prehistoric
Lynx Creek pueblo. Least: Building water bars on trails because it went on for two days.
Learned: A lot about plant names. Changed: She now wants to become a Forest Service
wildlife biologist instead of a vet.
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 Josh Boris of Chino Valley - Favorite: Rebuilding the observation deck overlooking the
prehistoric Lynx Creek pueblo, because he enjoys building things. Least: Pulling non-native
toadflax weeds because it was so repetitive. Learned: A lot about the environment, forestry,
wildfires, and fences. Changed: Knowledge of the names of plants.

» Sarah Westervelt of Camp Verde - Favorite: Cleaning out the wildlife water tank because it
helped the animals and the crew got to play in the mud. Least: Pulling non-native sweet
resinbush plants. Learned: A lot about this area and its edible plants. Changed: She now has
a greater appreciation for this region, and she sees more local job possibilities.

» Jake Bassett of PV - Favorite: Building trail water bars because he had to think carefully
about how to position the rocks to prevent erosion. Least: Pulling weeds. Learned: About
Forest Service jobs. Changed: He's a lot more active.

» Maryka McCormick of Surprise and Camp Verde - Favorite: Building stairs at the Lynx
Creek pueblo ruin because she learned something she could use in the future. Least: Pulling
sweet resinbush weeds. Learned: A lot about the forest and its plants. Changed: "l got a lot
less lazy."

» Michael Dodge of Cottonwood - Favorite: Rolling up barbed wire because it helps wildlife
and cleans up the forest. Least: Pulling sweet resinbush. Learned: To work as a team and
get the job done. Changed: He has more respect for the outdoors.

Program Project Name: Building Demolition Contract
Local Project Name: Building Demolition Contract

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): Eager, Pinetop-Lakeside, Show Low, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache, Navajo

Modified Date: 8/18/2011

Story:
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests Promote Safety through Recovery Act-funded Building
Demolition

(Story posted 12/15/2010)

Recovery Act funds supported the demolition of seven buildings on five different
administrative sites located across the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest. The buildings
were no longer in use due to health and safety issues, including extensive mold growth and
rodent infestation. Mold causes respiratory problems and skin irritations, and rodent
infestations can cause humans to contract hantavirus.
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Four of the buildings were traditional stick built structures used for offices, seasonal
residential, and storage. Three of the buildings were modular buildings used for housing
seasonal workers at remote locations.

The contractor began work on April 20, 2010 at the Strayhorse Work Center. Final work was
completed at the Chevelon Work Center on June 8, 2010. The total contract cost was
$127,176.20.

Project Benefits follow:

* Eliminated health and safety concerns associated with leaving these buildings in the
inventory

* Eliminated the deferred maintenance associated with these buildings

* Helps to justify construction of new space by eliminating unusable building space

* Removed dilapidated structures from these administrative sites

Program Project Name: Hoyer Campground Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Hoyer Campground Reconstruction

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Springerville

Nearby City(ies): Eager, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6kkgw3n

Modified Date: 4/11/2011

Story:

Favorite Campground Receives Facelift
(Story posted 12/15/2010)

Nestled among the pines, Rolfe C. Hoyer Campground is a favorite spot on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests (ASNFs) for visitors to relax and enjoy the beauty and cool
climate of Arizona’s high country. In summer 2009, the campground received a major face-lift
thanks to $1.23 million of stimulus money provided by last year's American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act).

Several local contractors—-V-Mountain Construction (Lakeside), Highland Trucking and
Excavation (Springerville), and Sug Rogers Construction (Nutrioso)—-were hired with
Recovery Act funds to completely revamp the roads system within the campground. As the
existing asphalt roads were ridden with cracks and pot-holes, these were reconfigured for
accessibility, and finally, replaced with a stabilized gravel surface. In addition, another local
contractor, Conco Concrete Specialists (Show Low), was hired to replace the existing 30-
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year-old bathrooms for new vault restroom models that meet accessibility requirements. Both
of these improvements—-the gravel roads system and vault restrooms—-will help cut down
on future maintenance costs.

A second round of Recovery Act funding totaling $800,000 was also awarded to Hoyer
Campground for other much needed improvements, including constructing a new RV dump
station; replacing the existing walkways, picnic tables, fire rings, and shower facility with ones
that meet accessibility requirements; reconstructing the existing 40-year-old water system
that will provide water to the shower facility and potable water outlets; and connecting the
wastewater system for the RV dump station and shower facility to the local sanitary district. In
particular, the improvements to the RV dump station and shower facility will benefit many
people as these services are available for a fee to all forest visitors and not just those staying
in the campground. Work on these improvements began in spring 2010.

The timing in receiving the funds couldn’t have been more appropriate. In 2008, the
campground was on the brink of closing because of problems associated with the outdated
wastewater treatment system and the lack of funds to fix it. As a short-term solution,
residents of the nearby community of Greer and Recreation Resource Management of
America, the concession company who manages the campground, came up with the funds to
purchase and maintain portable restrooms. “When it became necessary to close Hoyer due
to waste water issues, Greer residents came to the rescue with their time and dollars...it
became a true community-wide effort to save our business sector,” recalled Greer
businessman Roy Laos.

Despite these generous efforts, however, the campground still needed a major overhaul to
operate long-term and provide visitors with the facilities they have come to expect. As Laos
explained, local involvement was key in making this happen, “Greer residents and business
owners, like myself, worked effectively with the Forest Service staff to develop a plan of
action and submit a competitive application for more than 2 million dollars of Recovery Act
funds to fix Hoyer and quickly put local contractors back to work.”

The new and improved facilities at Hoyer Campground are not the only benefits of this
project. As the current economic situation has been particularly hard for those in the
construction and tourism industries, this project has funded several construction-related jobs,
and it has allowed for the continued operation of a campground that provides
accommodations to thousands of people who visit the local area each year. Laos added,
“Greer's business community survives and is dependent on tourism and visitors who have for
decades used Hoyer Campground. An open and improved Hoyer Campground is essential to
Greer's business success!”

Program Project Name: Prescott National Forest - Potato Patch Campground Road
Repair/Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Potato Patch CG Road Repair
Region: Southwest Region
Forest: Prescott
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Nearby City(ies): Prescott, Arizona
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6y869u6
Modified Date: 4/12/2011

Story:

Road Repair Project Promotes Safety, Recreational Enjoyment
(Story posted 12/21/2010)

A Recovery Act-funded project on the Prescott National Forest will improve traveler safety
and indirectly support the local tourism economy.

This project was located in one of the most economically depressed counties in the state.
Potato Patch Campground is located on the summit of Mingus Mountain at 7,000 feet amid
ponderosa pines. It is easily accessible off of State highway 89A and is located
approximately 60 minutes from Prescott or Camp Verde. Potato Patch recreation facilities
provide camping sites for RVs and tents, access for hikers accessing the Woodchute
Wilderness. The facility also provides easy access to the historic mining town of Jerome, a
popular tourist destination, located eight miles northeast on 89A.

The actual road repair consisted of replacing aging and bad asphalt, drainage improvements,
crack sealing, and seal coating the entire asphalt roadway. The damaged asphalt section
was milled, laid back down as subgrade, and overlayed with new asphalt. The drainage was
repaired by installing a 24” culvert and reconstructing the ditchlines. The remainder of the
road was crack sealed, followed by a complete asphalt seal coat.

The completed project will protect the infrastructure investment, extend the pavement life,
reduce sedimentation and erosion, and provide safe egress for this popular family camp
ground for several years.

Program Project Name: Coronado National Forest - Madera Canyon Road
Reconstruction
and Pavement Replacement

Local Project Name: Madera Canyon Pavement Preservation
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Ranger District: Nogales

Nearby City(ies): Green Valley

Congressional District(s): AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Pima, Santa Cruz

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3rp9vsm

Modified Date: 8/25/2011
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Story:

Major Pavement Preservation Completed for Madera Canyon Road and Parking Network
(Story posted 4/13/2011)

Located on the Coronado National Forest, this canyon was named “Madera” (which means
lumber or wood in Spanish) because it served as a major source of timber for the city of
Tucson over a century ago. It wasn'’t long, however, before this accessible haven was better
known for the diverse wildlife it sheltered and the cool relief it offered from the desert heat.
Today, Madera Canyon continues to be a popular destination for wildlife watchers and nature
lovers who come to see the more than 240 species of birds (including more than a dozen
species of hummingbirds) that live in its nurturing environment.

The pavement in the canyon was approaching the end of its service lifespan. After more than
25 years weathering the elements and serving hundreds of thousands of visitors, the surface
structures were quickly deteriorating and in sore need of replacement. Overall, 1.3 miles of
Madera Canyon road were milled and replaced, along with a campground road system and
seven separate parking facilities/picnic areas. Seven total contracts were let to "spread the
wealth" among local contractors and stage work efforts around visitor needs.

MADERA CANYON ROAD (NFSR 70)

* Milling the existing road pavement surface, reshaping and compacting the millings.

* Applying 3 inches of new hot-mix asphaltic pavement on compacted millings.

* Chipsealing the new pavement along its entire length.

* Restriping the new pavement.

* Placing and compacting a two-foot-wide, 6-inch-deep aggregate base course shoulder on
each side of the new pavement.

BOG SPRINGS CAMPGROUND AND LOOP(NFSR 70A)

» Compacting and grading the subgrade road surface for 0.7 miles of forest road.

* Placing and compacting a 4-inch-deep aggregate base course (AB) road bed on the existing
NFSR 70A roadway alignment, loop road, and parking bays, stalls, and pullouts.

* Applying 2.5 inches of new hot-mix asphaltic concrete pavement on top of the compacted
AB.

* Chip-sealing the new pavement along the length and width of NFSR 70A and the
campground loop road as a pavement protection measure.

* Fog-sealing the new pavement in the parking stall/bays/pullouts in the campground as a
pavement protection measure.

* Restriping the new pavement with white edge stripes and parking striping.

MADERA PICNIC AREA, MADERA PARKING, WHITEHOUSE PICNIC AREA

* Milling the existing pavement surface; spreading, reshaping and compacting the millings on
the existing shoulders of the parking areas.

* Applying 2.5 inches of new hot-mix asphaltic concrete pavement on top of the existing base
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throughout the parking areas.

» Fog-sealing all new pavement as a pavement protection measure.

» Miscellaneous hauling and backhoe work, including but not limited to prepping the shoulder
areas and cleaning drainage structures.

KENT SPRINGS ROAD (NFSR 4075)
* Blading existing road to establish an adequate horizontal and vertical profile.
* Placing and compacting 4 inches of aggregate base course on the road.

AMPHITHEATER PARKING

» Earthwork to establish modified parking layout and to close off northerly access point for
safety reasons.

» Compacting and preparing parking lot subgrade.

* Placing and compacting 4 inches of aggregate base course over the entire parking area.
» Applying 2.5” of new hot-mix asphaltic concrete pavement.

* Fog-sealing all new pavement as a protection measure.

WRIGHTSON CHIPSEAL AND FOG
* Chipsealing the main access and circulation road through the parking area.
» Fog-sealing all existing parking areas as a pavement protection measure.

PROCTOR PARKING

* Milling the existing pavement surface; spreading, reshaping and compacting the millings on
the existing shoulders of the parking area.

» Applying 2.5” of new hot-mix asphaltic concrete pavement on top of the existing base
throughout the parking area and adjacent to existing curbs in some sections of the lot.

» Fog-sealing all new pavement as a pavement protection measure.

» Miscellaneous hauling and backhoe work, including but not limited to prepping the shoulder
areas and cleaning drainage structures.

Program Project Name: Forest Wide Recreation Site Restroom Facility Replacement
Local Project Name: Lakeview, Whiterock, Sycamore, Idlewilde, Reef, and Ramsey Toilets
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Nearby City(ies): Sierra Vista

Congressional District(s): AZ01, AZ07, AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Graham, Pima, Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 4/20/2011

Story:

Coronado National Forest Improves Recreation Sites

(Story posted 4/13/2011)
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Several campgrounds on the Coronado National Forest are more welcoming to visitor
following Recovery Act-funded facility upgrades.

LAKEVIEW CAMPGROUND

Located on a hill overlooking Parker Canyon Lake, the Lakeview Campground campsites are
spread among a stand of oaks and junipers. From the campground it is just a short walk to
the lakeshore or a short drive to the boat launch ramp, fishing pier, paved parking areas and
paved walkways, all of which are accessible to people of all abilities.

Parker Canyon Lake and Lakeview Campground are excellent places to view the waterfowl
that either live at the lake or use it as a stopover on their seasonal migration. Bald eagles and
osprey are also frequently sighted here, as are Coues white-tailed deer and an occasional
extended family of coatimundi, those long-tailed, long-nosed southwestern cousins of the
raccoon.

In addition to the sheer age and condition of the existing restrooms, very of few of them were
ADA compliant. The associated water system that served the campground was also
deteriorating.

Completed work at the Lakeview Campground included the following:

» Demolition of 5 existing restroom buildings and associated slabs, walkways and retaining
walls.

* Installation of 5 new restroom buildings including site excavation and preparation of
subgrade; construction of new walkways associated with new restroom buildings.

* Installation of approximately 3,000 linear feet of potable water distribution main (and
associated valves) with two-inch thickwalled HDPE pipe.

* Removal and replacement of 6 existing hydrant assemblies including infiltrator systems.

WHITE ROCK CAMPGROUND

A short distance from Pefia Blanca Lake, campsites at White Rock are located on the banks
of Pefia Blanca Creek in the shadow of a rocky cliff that gives the area its name. A portion of
the rock actually splits the campground into two sections. Thirteen campsites make up Upper
White Rock and are accessible off Forest Road 39. Two others make up Lower White Rock
and are accessible off the road that leads to the lake. This project replaced the defunct vault
restroom located at the upper campground with a new CXT facility.

SYCAMORE CAMPGROUND

Located on the west side of the Chiricahuas, Sycamore Campground straddles the banks of
West Turkey Creek, a small perennial stream that cascades into the campground down a
series of small waterfalls and through a rocky cleft decorated with wildflowers. The
sycamore- and oak-shaded sites are located near the end of Turkey Creek Road in an area
that serves as a jumping off place into the Chiricahua Wilderness, and several trails start in
the vicinity of the campground and climb to destinations and connecting trails high in the
mountains.

The restroom facility at this idyllic location was in desperate need of updating. Using the
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same location and ensuring an accessible route to the restroom, a new masonry Romtec
building was constructed to replace the old plastic facility.

IDLEWILDE CAMPGROUND

Located in Cave Creek Canyon, an area known for its spectacular scenery and excellent
birding, Idlewilde Campground is the first campground visitors encounter as they enter the
Canyon from the east.

Besides replacement of the dated restroom facilities, this project included water system
upgrades. Construction consisted of the following:

» Upgrades to the water system including installation of one new hydrant and approximately
1,320 linear feet of two-inch HDPE water line.

* Construction of walkways and site clearing and grading. Installation of a new masonry
Romtec restroom.

REEF TOWNSITE AND RAMSEY VISTA CAMPGROUNDS

Reef Townsite is a high mountain campground and group day-use area located on a site that
was once occupied by the old mining town of Reef. That remote outpost got its name from
the nearby Carr Reef, a tall band of quartzite-bearing cliffs that form the Huachuca
Mountains' dramatic eastern front. Mining activity along the Reef began during the last few
years of the nineteenth century and proceeded in fits and starts all the way into the 1950s.

The property occupied by the mines and the town was returned to public ownership in 1970,
and in 1988, the Forest Service built a campground on the townsite. A number of picnic
tables and tent pads were placed within the visible outlines of old cabin foundations.

Many relics of Reef's mining history, including the remains of the town’s old water system
and miscellaneous features, are still visible in and around the campground. Evidence of old
mining digs and foundations for an ore mill provide points of interest along a three-quarter-
mile interpretive trail that begins and ends at the northeastern end of the campground. Rich
in history and actively used by local residents, the restroom facilities at the campground were
due for a major overhaul given their poor condition and function.

The Ramsey Vista campsites are spread through a stand of medium-sized ponderosa pines
at the end of a road that once brought miners and equipment to the historic Reef mine and
townsite. From the high perspective provided by the campground, Ramsey Peak’s tall, layer-
cake summit stands above the surrounding landscape as a tempting destination for an
overnight backpack or long day-hike. Two major trails leave from the campground to connect
to a broader network of trails that lead to some of the most beautiful destinations in the
Huachucas. Heavy use and significant weather loads made replacement of the restroom at
this site a priority.

Work included demolition of three restroom buildings and associated slabs and walkways
and supply and installation of two new Romtec restroom buildings.
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Program Project Name: Forestwide Recreation Site Host and Restroom Facility
Improvements

Local Project Name: Forestwide Recreation Site, Host, and Restroom Facility Improvements
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Prescott

Nearby City(ies): Prescott

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 4/20/2011

Story:

Prescott National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Improve Recreation Sites
(Story posted 4/13/2011)

The Prescott National Forest used Recovery Act funds to improve volunteer campground
host sites and recreation site amenities for visitors.

Basic amenity improvements funded by this project included the addition of storage sheds
and septic systems at several host sites as well as relocation of a complete host site for
improved public contact and operations. By providing basic amenities at recreation facilities
and day-use host sites, the Forest is able to retain quality volunteer hosts. Volunteer hosts on
site are able to provide recreationists with good local information about the Forest as well as
monitoring and maintaining a safe and clean facility.

Other recreation site improvements included the replacement of obsolete grills and tables
and a compacted aggregate accessible surface under the tables and on pathways to improve
accessibility for people of all abilities.

Rehabilitating the Prescott National Forest’s outdated restroom facilities helps eliminate
health and safety concerns. The project included repair and/or replacement in kind of worn
facilities as well as door and closure repairs.

Contractors began work in the early spring of 2010 and finished by late winter of 2011. The
work provided meaningful jobs to economically distressed Yavapai County and will reduce
future maintenance costs at these sites.

Program Project Name: Lynx Lake Electric Service Extension
Local Project Name: Lynx Lake Electric Service Extension

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Prescott

Nearby City(ies): Prescott
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Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Yavapai
Modified Date: 4/20/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Extend Electrical Power in Popular Recreation Area
(Story posted 4/13/2011)

Lynx Lake Recreation Area on the Prescott National Forest serves as a major tourism
destination and a popular local visitor site. This project was designed to extend electrical
power to three separate host sites within the Forest's most popular facility. By providing this
additional amenity the Forest can retain quality hosts. The work also provides the basic
foundation for future expansion of electrical service throughout the facility to meet the needs
of current and future visitors.

The scope of the contract was to provide and install underground electrical infrastructure
including conduit, pull boxes, and meter pedestals in order to prepare host sites at Lynx Lake
Recreational Area near Prescott, Arizona, for receiving electrical service. Significant
deliverables for the project were 6,465 Linear feet of two-inch PVC underground primary
conduit installation; 407 linear feet of three-inch diameter PVC underground secondary
conduit installation; 181 linear feet of two-inch diameter PVC; 96 linear feet of three-inch
diameter PVC; three meter pedestals; 51 linear feet of drainage crossing; 180 linear feet of
asphalt pavement cut and repair; 70 square feet of SRW retaining wall; and 10 pothole
waterline locations.

Contractors began project work on October 27, 2010 and completed it on December 17,
2010. During this period all of the deliverables from the award section were completed, and
all supplies required to do so were delivered and installed.

Program Project Name: Kaibab National Forest Campground Facility Replacements
Local Project Name: Forest-wide Facility Replacement

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Kaibab

Nearby City(ies): Williams

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Coconino

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3apdiqf

Modified Date: 7/5/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Upgrade Deteriorating Facilities

(Story posted 4/14/2011)
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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds allowed replacement of Kaibab National
Forest deteriorating restroom facilities at White Horse Lake and Ten-X campgrounds and
construction of a new facility at Kaibab Lake Campground.

CXT, Inc., a company that specializes in concrete restrooms, earned the contract that
provided jobs for one crane operator and two laborers. BBH Consulting, Inc. completed the
landscaping around the restrooms.

The upgraded facilities have improved accessibility for people of all abilities and will enhance
visitors' experiences on the forest while eliminating backlog maintenance at the
campgrounds.

Program Project Name: Coronado National Forest Historic Structures Deferred
Maintenance and Accessibility Projects

Local Project Name: Florida Workstation Adaptive Re-use and Rehabilitation
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Ranger District: Nogales

Nearby City(ies): Green Valley

Congressional District(s): Az01, AZ07, AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Graham, Pima, Santa Cruz

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3gk8cvd

Modified Date: 8/19/2011

Story:

Florida Station Rehabilitation Benefits Many
(Story posted 4/14/2011)

Florida Station is the administrative headquarters for the 80-square-mile Santa Rita
Experimental Range (SRER), founded in 1902, the oldest experimental range in the country.
Florida Station is owned by the United States Forest Service (USFS). Through a special-use
permit, the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) at the University of Arizona is
currently using the facility as a research station for environmental education outreach and for
hosting visiting students and scientists. Over the past few years, existing and new
partnerships were reinforced and formed to help complete the preservation and rehabilitation
projects at the site.

Florida Station is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places “both for its association
with Depression relief programs and for the architectural qualities that reflect the construction
methods and styles characteristic of Forest Service administrative facilities of the 1930s”
(Gillespie, 2003). The 14 remaining buildings and structures at Florida Station were
constructed between 1922 and 1936. The buildings are simple, rectangular wood-framed
buildings with gable/hipped roofs and clapboard siding. The site maintains a high level of
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integrity with minor changes in materials that are easily reversible.

The complex is associated with Depression-era relief programs (CCC and WPA), with
funding coming from the federal government. While the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
was present in the area at Madera Canyon, it does not appear that they participated directly
in the construction of any buildings. However, the CCC is credited with building the stone
retaining walls, the roads, the entry gate, and the ice house at Florida Station.

In 2009, Poster Frost Mirto, a local architectural firm specializing in historic preservation, was
contracted to provide conceptual designs for six buildings at Florida Station, including the
Bunkhouse and Shop Building Garage. This work followed the important preliminary
investigations completed by Professor Brooks Jeffery and Landscape Architecture Graduate
Student Teresa Gredig from the College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture (CALA)
at the University of Arizona. In their report, Jeffery and Gredig made treatment
recommendations and created a preliminary program for the rehabilitation of specific
buildings. At the same time, a group of core stakeholders, entitled the Santa Rita Initiative,
was convened to help guide the planning process.

The programmatic needs identified early in the planning phases of this project included:

* Classroom space for presentations and lectures.

 Additional bedroom space for short-term overnight lodgers.

* Additional bathrooms and showers for overnight visitors.

 Improved residential unit for medium to longer term residency (sabbaticals, longer-term
research)

* Provide facilities that meet with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

» More efficient use of existing storage areas and new storage areas for groups using the
facility.

* Proposals should address long and short term maintenance requirements.

Following the schematic design phase, the Forest Service, using money available through
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act), initiated a number of
construction projects at the site. The worn sewer system was replaced and new standing
seam metal roofs were added to all the buildings. A new, stand-alone restroom building was
constructed at the core of the site to provide adequate ADA accessible facilities for both day
and overnight visitors. Furthermore, rehabilitation of two original historic buildings was
completed; the Workshop was converted to a classroom space and improvements to the
Bunkhouse were completed. Specific details on these two buildings follow.

Bunkhouse (C5) Rehabilitation

The Bunkhouse is the primary residential building serving short-term overnight visitors to the
site. Users may include both local and out-of-state university classes groups completing
multi-day research projects. Other users include groups from local retirement communities
who come to Florida Station to enjoy the natural surroundings. Serving upwards of 15
people, the Bunkhouse included only one shared bathroom with little privacy and no
accessible fixtures.
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To accommodate the required changes, a small shed addition on the west side of the
existing Bunkhouse was removed and replaced with a larger addition with the same basic
shed form. This new addition allowed for the creation of separate shower and other bath
facilities that are fully accessible. The laundry room was also maintained in the new shed
addition. An accessible entrance was created to allow a wider range of groups to use the
Bunkhouse. In the existing building, a second bathroom and shower room were created. Two
bedrooms were combined to create a fully accessible bedroom. The door openings at the
other four bedrooms were made wider to provide better accessibility throughout the building.
The kitchen was rehabilitated to provide better flow for groups using the facility. A mechanical
system was installed to provide year-round comfort to visitors. Historic double-hung wood
windows were repaired and non-compatible T-111 siding was removed to reveal the original
wood clapboards. The historic exterior color scheme of white walls and green trim was
returned the building to inject more of the historic nature of the site.

Workshop (C17) Rehabilitation

One of the greatest needs at Florida Station was a classroom space to host lectures and
presentations. The existing Workshop Building, located adjacent to Florida Creek, a natural
amenity to the site, was identified as the best option for converting an existing space to a
classroom. Converting the Workshop to a classroom presented a number of design
challenges including no accessible entry and the presence of wood trusses that would
potentially interfere with presentations. The program called for the ability to host between 40
and 50 visitors while offering a small kitchen and storage.

The goal of the rehabilitation was maintain the rustic character of the original workshop while
meeting the requirements of a modern educational facility. Two historic preservation
approaches were utilized to accomplish this goal. First, whenever possible, original historic
materials were maintained. The original T & G wood floors were preserved and are an
important character-defining feature of the classroom space. The second approach was
utilized where historic materials could not be preserved. The wood trusses, an important
character-defining feature of the interior, could not be preserved without impacting the
openness required for presentations. The design solution resolves this issue by preserving
two trusses at the south end of the classroom space while vaulting the majority of the space.
The two remaining trusses provide reference to the original structure and create a more
intimate space adjacent to two workstations. At the vaulted space, where trusses were
removed, a one-inch reveal was created at the new exposed plywood ceiling to “reveal” the
location of the original structure.

Accessibility was addressed through a new ramp and deck at the east side of the building.
New door and window openings along the east wall of the building provides entrance to the
classroom space while bringing in natural light and views of the natural environment along
Florida Creek. The new openings, comprised of aluminum clad windows and doors, are
clearly a modern intervention, distinguishable from the earlier wood openings. Beyond the
new openings, the deck will facilitate outdoor learning opportunities at the site. Existing
sliding wood windows were preserved and new openings were designed to allow passive
ventilation of the interior. A mechanical heating and cooling system was introduced to the
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building to allow for use throughout the year. As with the Bunkhouse, the original color
scheme of the building was applied to the exterior.

The work completed at Florida Station preserves this important historic site by allowing it to
accommodate a new generation of researchers and the greater public. At a time of
increasing alienation and discordance between humans and the natural world, Florida Station
is an important facility that can help reconnect the public with this wonderful ecosystem. As
demonstrated by the success of these recent efforts, the collaboration between the Forest
Service, University of Arizona, and a number of other local partners is strong and will
continue to grow as the site enters its second century of service.

Program Project Name: Apache Zone Recreation Hazard Tree
Local Project Name: Apache Zone Recreation Hazard Tree Removal
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): Clifton

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 4/19/2011

Story:

Recreation Site Hazardous Tree Removal Protects Visitors
(Story posted 4/14/2011)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, agency personnel work tours were extended
and two contractors were hired to conduct hazardous fuel reduction and public safety
projects within campgrounds and recreation sites on the Alpine and Springerville Ranger
districts. Throughout the fall of 2009, specially trained Forest Service personnel identified
trees that were potentially dangerous to forest visitors.

Within the campgrounds and recreation sites, each tree was evaluated to identify any
potential weaknesses from disease to physical damages such as lightning strikes that could
make the tree structurally unsound. These trees were then marked to be removed by either
Forest Service personnel or one of the two contractors selected through a bidding process.
The work was tedious, with ever-changing conditions in the forest and the dynamics of
locating danger trees.

Actual removal of the identified trees began the summer of 2010 and continued through the
fall. The heavy winter and snow accumulation delayed much of the work. Over 1,000 trees
were identified, covering 355 acres of high-use recreation areas. For example, a tree located
in Hanagan Campground on the Alpine Ranger District had a disease that rotted the trunk
wood, making it weak and susceptible to high winds. The spring winds had snapped the base
of the tree; however, adjacent trees caught the broken tree before it landed on the road into
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the campground, causing an immediate hazard to travelers. A highly skilled contract crew
removed the hazard using chainsaws and techniques unigue to tree removal operations.

Program Project Name: Rim Country Wildland Urban Interface Hazardous Fuels
Treatment

Local Project Name: Christopher-Hunter WUI

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Tonto

Nearby City(ies): Christopher Creek, Hunter Creek, Gordon Canyon Estates
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Gila

Modified Date: 4/20/2011

Story:
Tonto National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Protect Rural Communities from Wildfire
Hazard

(Story posted 4/14/2011)

The Tonto National Forest used Recovery Act funds to complete a long-range hazardous
fuels reduction strategy to protect local communities from wildfire risk. In 2001, the Payson
Ranger District began implementation of a long-range, far-reaching, landscape-scale, three-
pronged fuels reduction strategy to reduce catastrophic wildfire danger in Mogollon Rim
Country, to restore natural ecological systems, and to develop and foster sustainable forest
conditions and watersheds.

Christopher Creek, Hunter Creek, and Gordon Canyon Estates are rural communities located
on lands adjacent to the Payson Ranger District at its eastern edge. The area around these
communities is densely forested by ponderosa pine and nearly impenetrable manzanita and
heavy brush understory.

In 2009, a 33-foot wide fuel break was created completely around these three
aforementioned at-risk communities. In December 2009, mastication (grinding and mulching)
of debris piles began on the 647-acre fuel break around these rural communities and was
completed in 2010.

Recovery Act funds were used for the thinning work. Additional fuels funding was allocated
by Region 3 of the Forest Service for the contractual grinding and mulching work. The
thinning and mastication contractor for this project was Enviro-Land Management Services of
Phoenix, Arizona.

Program Project Name: Rim Country Wildland Urban Interface Hazardous Fuels
Treatment

Local Project Name: Verde WUI
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Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Tonto

Ranger District: Payson

Nearby City(ies): Geronimo Estates, Beaver Valley, and Whispering Pines
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Gila

Modified Date: 4/19/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Protect Communities from Wildfire
(Story posted 4/14/2011)

In 2001, the Payson Ranger District began implementation of a long-range, far-reaching,
landscape-scale, three-pronged fuels reduction strategy to reduce catastrophic wildfire
danger to Mogollon Rim Country to restore natural ecological systems and to develop and
foster sustainable forest conditions and watersheds.

Geronimo Estates, Beaver Valley, and Whispering Pines are rural mountain communities
located on private land in the heart of the Payson Ranger District and surrounded by public
lands of the Tonto National Forest. The area is choked with a heavy concentration of nearly
impenetrable manzanita, thick brush understory, and ponderosa pine.

In fall of 2009, Recovery Act-funded workers created a fuel break on the north side of
Geronimo Estates and the west side of Beaver Valley. Workers also widened the existing fuel
break on the west side of Whispering Pines. The 648 acres of fuels reduction work for this
project is another key component in the District’s strategic fire risk reduction plan and was
completed in April 2010.

Program Project Name: Rim Vista Trail Paving/ Mobility Disability Accessability
Local Project Name: Rim Vista Trail Reconstruction

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Black Mesa

Nearby City(ies): Overgaard

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Navajo

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3ellp85

Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest Improves Trail Recreational Opportunities

(Story posted 4/18/2011)
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Recovery Act funding allowed the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest to reconstruct and
pave one mile of the Rim Vista Trail to tie the previously constructed surfaced trail from the
scenic overlooks along the Mogollon Rim to the Mogollon Campground. The entire trail now
provides accessibility to persons of all abilities for over three miles along the rim.

Located in the Woods Canyon Lake Recreation Area, the trail allows people to access the
lake, the 156-unit Aspen Campground and amphitheater, and the Rocky Point Picnic area by
foot and/or bicycle in lieu of driving.

Two separate contractors located in Navajo County were awarded the work to widen the
existing foot trail to five feet and install asphalt pavement and concrete water crossings.

Workers finished the project in September 2010 that will improve access to breathtaking
views along the Mogollon Rim and reduce motorized vehicle use in the recreation area by
providing access from the campground to the Rim for scenic viewing by non-motorized
means. The improvements will also protect the trail from heavy moisture events and reduce
sediment flow into nearby watersheds.

Program Project Name: Saffel Canyon Trail System
Local Project Name: Saffel Canyon Trail Reconstruction
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Springerville

Nearby City(ies): Springerville

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache, Navajo

Modified Date: 6/15/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support OHV Trail Reconstruction

(Story posted 4/18/2011)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, Recovery Act funds helped reconstruct 26 miles
of the popular Saffel Canyon OHV Trail. Work consisted of construction of erosion control
structures to provide watershed protection and protect the trail tread and spot surfacing of 26
miles of trail with aggregate to stabilize the trail tread to prevent loss of native soils and
minimize sedimentation from the trail.

Located 15 minutes from the communities of Eagar and Springerville, the trail is heavily used

by both the local communities and visitors coming to the White Mountains for OHV
opportunities. Its presence enhances the local tourism economy.
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The local OHV group obtained a grant in excess of $200,000 for the Saffel Canyon Trail to
match the federal funding received for additional work and will continue to seek grants in the
future for continued maintenance.

Contracts were issued to three separate contractors located in Apache County for materials
and equipment. The project completed in September 2010 benefits public safety and protects
the environment through reduction of sediment into nearby watersheds. Forest visitors are
enjoying the improved visual quality and overall enhanced recreational opportunities.

Program Project Name: Buffalo Crossing and Raccoon Campgrounds Vault Restroom
Facility Replacements with Associated Walkways.

Local Project Name: Buffalo Crossing and Raccoon Campgrounds Vault Restroom Facility
Replacements with Associated Walkways.

Region: Southwest Region
Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves
Ranger District: Alpine

Nearby City(ies): Alpine
Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Apache
Modified Date: 4/20/2011

Story:

Campground Improvements Benefits Visitors
(Story posted 4/19/2011)

In Arizona, Recovery Act-funded improvements to two Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests
campgrounds that began last fall will be finished before the 2011 summer season ends. Last
year’s work included removal and replacement of 1960s-era restrooms in Buffalo Crossing
and Raccoon campgrounds located on the East Fork of the Black River Recreation Area.

Contractors will soon build associated walkways to complete the project. The work is
providing meaningful jobs while enhancing public health and safety and improving
opportunities for people of all abilities to enjoy the area. The new restrooms comply with state
and federal regulations, will reduce annual maintenance costs, and eliminate potential
environmental concerns for the nearby Black River.

Program Project Name: Luna Lake Water System Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Luna Lake Potable Water System Replacement
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Page 101



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Ranger District: Alpine

Nearby City(ies): Alpine

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/43n2lIpj
Modified Date: 6/30/2011

Story:

Recreation Area Upgrades Benefit Visitors
(Story posted 4/14/2011)

The Luna Lake Recreation Area on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest is located near
the community of Alpine, Arizona, on the Alpine Ranger District in Apache County. The
recreation site is important to the town of Alpine's economy in helping to attract visitors to the
area. The campground, consisting of 40 single unit camp sites and three group camp sites,
was built in the early 1970s, and since then waterline improvements have consisted of
patching the leaks.

The existing water lines were galvanized pipe and were very corroded. The solar well could
not keep up with the water use from the recreationists with all of the leaks that continued to
occur. This project replaced the waterline distribution system from the new storage tank to all
points of service--hydrants with high density polyethylene pipe approved for potable water.
The non-ABA compliant not approved for potable water hydrants were all replaced with
hydrants that are ABA compliant and approved for potable water. The 8-A contractor
awarded the contract for this project completed work in November 2010.

Project benefits include improved public health and safety while minimizing the water
shortage for public use in the campground; a water system that complies with state and
federal regulations; reduced annual maintenance costs and elimination of deferred
maintenance at that site; and enhanced experiences for the public.

Program Project Name: Water Canyon Potable Water Project

Local Project Name: Water Canyon Administrative Site Potable Water Project
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Springerville

Nearby City(ies): Springerville, Eager

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 5/19/2011

Story:

Water Canyon Administrative Site Benefits from Recovery Act Funds
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(Story posted 5/16/2011)

The Water Canyon Administrative Site is located three and a half miles south of Eagar,
Arizona, in Apache County. The site has been used as an administrative site since 1908.
Water Canyon continues to serve the Forest Service as a site for a family residence, barn,
and a work center for the Springerville Ranger District. The work center provides space for
equipment storage including fire engines, tankers, and a bulldozer along with other smaller
motorized and non-motorized equipment for the district’s fire crews.

The site has been without a potable water since the existing well failed in 2004. The well
was a relatively shallow at 120 feet. With a prolonged drought in the area, this well quit
producing sufficient water for domestic and non-domestic use. Information obtained from
local well drillers and reports written by Forest Service geologists and hydrologists dating
back to 1957 concluded that the water baring strata was at least 1,000 feet below ground
surface.

The forest continued to pursue different avenues to resolve the water issue. Primarily, the
forest queried the Town of Eagar regarding the feasibility of extending the town’s water main
to the Water Canyon Admin Site. The distance was approximately 2.2 miles. However,
heritage data indicated the new water main would have to pass through a Native American
site where it was believed there had been a village and a burial ground. This site was not on
National Forest Lands. Regardless, it posed a formidable challenge to the project. In the
end, the forest decided to drill a new well.

After advertising and evaluating the bids, the Forest Service awarded the contract to BMJS
Contracting of Happy Jack, Arizona, for $157,016 on August 5, 2010. The scope of work
included drilling a new one thousand foot-well hole, installing steel casing, and equipping it
with a submersible pump. Other associated work included fencing the well head; cleaning the
water storage tank; replacing water lines to the house and barn; upgrading the small pump
house with insulation, wallboard, a heater, and a new booster pump to ensure the system
maintained adequate water pressure. The Forest Service issued the Notice to Proceed to
BMJS on August 25, 2010, with a beginning date of August 30, 2010.

The well driller, Willis Well Drilling, of Snowflake, Arizona, began drilling the new well on
September 20, 2010. Technical challenges slowed the drillers progress, but he completed
drilling on October 27, 2010. He completed installation of the steel casing by November 1.
After pump testing the well, forest employees were assured the well would produce between
15 and 20 gallons of water per minute, well within specifications.

Willis Drilling continued to install the well pump and controls, completing their work by
December 6, 2010. BMJS Contracting had already completed the tank cleaning, and once
the well was completed, began to excavate the water line trenches and renovation work on
the existing pump house. They completed the water line replacements and pump house
rehabilitation on December 17. Due to inclement winter weather, the project temporarily shut
down until after the new year. The major work item remaining was well abandonment and
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punch list items.

After a break in the weather, Willis Drilling was able to complete the well abandonment, and
BMJS completed all punch list items by February 20, 2011. The well has been working
correctly, producing sufficient quantities of water for both domestic and non-domestic uses.

Program Project Name: Santa Rita Abandoned Mine Safety Mitigation/Closures
Local Project Name: Santa Rita Mine AML Closures

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Nearby City(ies): Tucson

Congressional District(s): AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Pima, Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 5/24/2011

Story:

Coronado National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Reduce Abandoned Mine Hazards
(Story posted 5/19/2011)

Abandoned mine workings represent a significant hazard on federal public lands that are
interspersed with urban populations. This was the case in the Santa Rita Mountains within
the Coronado National Forest in Green Valley, Arizona, near Tucson in Pima County.

The Santa Rita Mountains are isolated mountain ranges, referred to as Sky Islands, which
are spread across southern Arizona, separated by intervening valleys that are frequently
adjacent to significant population centers surrounded by low density urban spread. This
proximity results in casual but frequent recreational use of federal public lands. The Forest
landscape includes numerous abandoned mine workings ranging from small prospects to
other mine features associated with extensive underground workings developed during past
mining activities. A mine feature (feature) is defined as an adit, shaft, trench, and/or waste
rock source. Adits are horizontal tunnels, and shafts are vertical tunnels.

The Santa Rita Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) project was built on work done by Bat
Conservation International and the State of Arizona Mining Inspector’s Office. The Forest
Service and the State of Arizona is engaged in an on-going effort to remediate the dangers
posed by abandoned mine features.

The AML project offered the opportunity to physically close 31 adits and shafts that were
approximately five to 15 or more feet wide and five to over 150 feet deep. These mine
features were extremely dangerous to the public if one was to fall or enter into these
features. Workers plugged these features and sealed them with polyurethane foam, then
covered them with soil. Prior to plugging, a biological assessment and archaeological survey
was conducted.
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» The AML project was completed on February 4, 2011.

» Two temporary jobs were created with temporary laborers hired to work on closing
abandoned mines. Additionally, four other regular employees spent time on this project.

» The AML project primarily consisted of construction activities associated with the mitigation
of physical hazards at mine features. These construction activities included closure methods
using polyurethane foam, bat-friendly grates, bat-friendly cupolas, and backfill.

 Safety remediation at abandoned mine lands is beneficial to all forest users as it eliminates
safety hazards. In addition, the environmental studies during project planning target
recognition and measurement of possible impacts to existing wildlife in and around
abandoned mine lands and historic resources typically found at abandoned mines lands. As
a result, mitigation measures are implemented as part of the safety remediation. As an
example, a mine closure method may consist of a bat-friendly grate, which will eliminate the
safety hazard in preventing human and wildlife traffic while allowing existing bat habitat to
continue.

Program Project Name: Big Lake Waste Water Collection System
Local Project Name: Big Lake Wastewater Collection System

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Alpine

Nearby City(ies): Eager & Springerville, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Big Lake Recreation Area Improvements Enhance Safety, Increase
Efficiency

(Story posted 9/28/2011)

The Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests has been systematically repairing and replacing
components of the Big Lake Recreation Area utility systems over the past several years.

This Recovery Act project was designed to repair and replace portions of the sewage
collection system and replace electrical distribution system components. The utility
systems—uwater, sewer and electric, are aging—having been in service for almost 40 years.
The sewer system has approximately 20,000 linear feet of sewer line, over 100 manholes, a
lift station, and a sewage treatment system.

Under this project, recovery Act-funded contractors replaced approximately 1,000 feet of
sewer line; sealed and repaired 70 manholes; repaired three major line breaks; and replaced
electrical cabinets. The sewer-related repairs have reduced the amount of ground and
surface water inflow and infiltration (I & 1) into the sanitary sewer system. This | & | reduction
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improves the sewage treatment process and increases the service life of the lift station
pumps.

Also under this contract, workers replaced four aged High Voltage Electric Cabinets in an
ongoing effort to update and modernize the power distribution infrastructure.

The contractor began work the last week of August 2010, beginning with manhole repairs
and sewer line excavation. Final work was completed during the first week of June 2011.

The work eliminated health and safety concerns, eliminated deferred maintenance, and
increased operational efficient that also saves energy and resources.

Program Project Name: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests - Big Lake Asphalt
Patching, Sealing, Striping, Aggregate Replacement

Local Project Name: Big Lake Asphalt patching, Sealing, Striping, and Aggregate
Replacement

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Springerville

Nearby City(ies): Springerville & Eager, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Road Repairs Bring Jobs, Other Benefits

(Story posted 9/28/2011)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, the Big Lake Recreation Area is the second most
visited recreation site. Located in Apache County on the Springerville Ranger District
approximately 25 miles from the Towns of Springerville and Eagar;19 miles from Alpine; and
25 miles from Greer, the area is one of the most economically depressed counties in Arizona,
Apache County, and Recovery Act-funded work to provide a safe transportation system and
reduce the deferred maintenance backlog by $900,000 is using local contractors to stimulate
the economy.

Project work includes patching sections of pavement that were removed for sewer line
repairs; pot hole patching; crack sealing as needed; fog sealing and applying slurry seals on
all asphalt surfaces; and re-striping the pavement. Workers are resurfacing aggregate
campground roadways and spurs with ¥2” minus aggregate and applying soil stabilizer to
meet accessibility requirements. The surfaces included are the 8115 road; roads in Rainbow,
Brookchar, Cutthroat, and Grayling campgrounds; and parking lots at South Cove, Big Lake
and the Marina boat launches along with parking lot access roads.

Five local contractors won work awards for this project. One contractor expressed his
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gratitude for receiving a delivery order for a portion of the work, stating, “I was just starting
the paperwork to lay off all of my employees. | had been able to fund them through the winter
but there just was not any more work. and | could not keep them on any longer. With this job
| was able to keep them employed.”

The project was originally scheduled to be completed by the end of June 2011, but due to the
Wallow Fire, construction was halted. All facets of the projects should be completed by the
end of October 2011, weather willing.

The local community, county, and campground concessionaires in the area were very
supportive of the project because of the potential local impact it could have on the economy.

Program Project Name: Rainbow and Brookchar Campground Restroom Facility
Replacements and associated sidewalks

Local Project Name: Rainbow and Brookchar Campground Restroom Facility Replacements
and associated sidewalks

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Springerville

Nearby City(ies): Springerville & Eager, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:

Visitors Benefit from Recovery Act-funded Campground Facility Improvements
(Story posted 9/28/2011)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, a local contractor is working to repair restrooms
at popular Big Lake Recreation area campgrounds located in Apache County on the
Springerville Ranger District approximately 25 miles from the Towns of Springerville and
Eagar;19 miles from Alpine; and 25 miles from Greer.

Project work includes replacing nine restrooms dating back to the 1970s that do not meet
accessibility standards and are not water-efficient as well as upgrading the existing electrical
services to the buildings to meet local, state, and national codes and replacing walkways to
allow access to people of all abilities. The existing flush toilets were high volume flush (7.5
gal./flush); the new ones are low volume (1.5 gal/flush). Replacement of these nine buildings
has the potential to reduce water consumption by over 21,000 gallons per day!

The contractor finished six of the nine installations by the fall of 2010. Weather did not permit
preparation and installation of the remaining three at that time, which were installed in May
2011. The construction of the walkways was halted due to the Wallow fire evacuation of this
area. The contractor has since resumed construction and should complete the remaining
concrete and electrical work by November 2011.
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The local communities of Alpine, Springerville, and Eagar, the county, the campground
concessionaire and the store permitee located in the Big Lake Recreation Area were very
supportive of the project. Positive comments from visitors using the facilities since being
constructed have been overwhelming.

Program Project Name: Luna Lake Vault Restroom Facility Replacements and
associated walkways

Local Project Name: Luna Lake Vault Restroom Facility Replacements and associated
walkways

Region: Southwest Region
Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves
Ranger District: Alpine

Nearby City(ies): Alpine, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Apache
Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Big Lake Recreation Area Improvements Enhance Safety, Increase
Efficiency

(Story posted 9/28/2011)

Recovery Act-funded work in the Luna Lake Recreation Area on the Apache-Sitgreaves
National Forests involves upgrading restrooms to allow access for people of all abilities. The
Luna Lake Recreation Area is located near the community of Alpine, Arizona, administered
by the Alpine Ranger District. It is an important recreation site to the town of Alpine to attract
visitors to the area. The project is located in one of the most economically depressed
counties in Arizona, Apache County, and local contractors are completing the work.

The campground, consisting of 40 single unit sites and three group sites, was built in the
early 1970s, and minimum reconstruction has occurred in recent years. Three of the eight
original vault restrooms have been replaced in the last three years. This project is replacing
the remaining three vault restrooms in the Luna Lake single unit area of the campground and
the remaining two vault restrooms in the Luna Lake Group A site to complete replacement of
all of the facilities in this recreation area. The current vaults are not lined and therefore do not
meet Arizona Department of Environmental Quality requirements.

Three contractors substantially completed work in 2010 with the only the walkway
replacements remaining when weather forced a shutdown of the work. The Wallow fire
caused a delay to resume the project, but it is now again under construction and will be
completed by October 2011.

The local community of Alpine, the county, and the campground concessionaire were very
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supportive of the project because of the potential local impact it could have on the economy.

Program Project Name: Forest-wide Hardened Stream Crossings Phase Il
Local Project Name: Forestwide Hardened Stream Crossings

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Nearby City(ies): Mowry, AZ; Tucson, AZ

Congressional District(s): Az01, AZz07, AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Graham, Pima, Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Maintenance Projects Promote Safety, Reduce Erosion
(Story posted 9/28/2011)

On the Coronado National Forest, Recovery Act-funded workers installed engineered grade-
controlling permanent sheet steel weirs in creek crossings just beyond the downstream side
of the roadway at ten drainage crossing locations to control flow-induced disturbance of the
drainage at the stream crossing during stream flows, thus ensuring the crossings are drivable
without emergency maintenance after storm-flow.

Workers used interlocking sheet steel piling segments of pre-cut length as the body of the
weir at each stream crossing except for two crossings, where they instead used large riprap,
due to the presence of bedrock that precluded excavation for the sheet steel piles. Steel
weirs required excavation of a trench deep enough to seat the majority of the sheet piling
length, both to prevent scour from exposing more than half the pile length (and thus causing
potential structural failure) and also to limit the exposed drop-off that the weir presents
adjacent to the road. A steel cap was welded to the top of the sheet piling segments to
provide a safe surface for contact by pedestrians, tires and road maintenance equipment.
When viewed from up- or down-stream the top surface of each weir has a flat-bottomed “V”
shape and will be engineered to pass the entire projected 100-year runoff event through the
VL

By hardening road crossings that involve dry or intermittent washes and streams with a
concrete structure, engineers can reduce the ecological affects of the transportation system
while mitigating a situation that has potential safety risks to the recreating public.

Program Project Name: Forest-wide Road Realignment and Decommissioning
Local Project Name: High Creek Access Project

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Ranger District: Safford
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Nearby City(ies): Willcox, AZ

Congressional District(s): Az01, Az07, AZ08
County(ies): AZ: Graham, Pima, Santa Cruz
Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Motorized Vehicle Access
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

On the Coronado National Forest, Recovery Act-funded Arizona contractors restored legal
motorized public access to the High Creek area of the Galiuro Mountains by building an
authorized and designated National Forest System road (NFSR) that meets agency
engineering standards.

Specific work included reconstruction and heavy maintenance on NFSR 693A, including a
hardened stream crossing through another Recovery Act project at Harrison Canyon.
Workers also built 0.7 miles of new road that became part of NFSR 693A, reconstructed 0.2
miles of unauthorized road that became part of NFSR 693A, and decommissioned 0.6 miles
of unauthorized road that was being used as part of the access to High Creek without benefit
of environmental compliance or proper road location. All work was finished by March 2011.

The Forest Service worked with Arizona Game and Fish as well as the Turkey Federation to
accomplish project goals.

Program Project Name: Coronado National Forest - Bridge Replacements at Madera
Canyon and Silver Creek

Local Project Name: Silver Creek Bridge Replacement, Madera Bridges

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Ranger District: Douglas

Nearby City(ies): Portal & Green Valley, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 2/14/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Bridge Work Enhances Traveler Safety

(Story posted 9/28/2011)

On the Coronado National Forest, Recovery Act-funded workers are replacing bridges to
improve traveler safety. Workers are replacing the structurally deficient Silver Creek bridge
and functionally and hydrologically deficient Madera bridges.
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The work in the project involves infrastructure improvements through replacement of two
functionally obsolete 1940s-era single-lane bridges (on a double lane road) in Madera
Canyon and a structurally deficient two-lane bridge at Silver Creek. The bridges are on the
only routes to significant recreational tourism sites. Double-lane access will enable better
emergency/fire response to the affected area, thus improving visitor safety. The project of the
two bridges in Madera Canyon in Santa Cruz County will offer jobs to an economically
depressed area in a remote section of Santa Cruz County. The local labor pool in Cochise
County is small, and this work will have a disproportionate beneficial effect in the project area
of Silver Creek.

Program Project Name: World's Fair Mine Acid Drainage Remediation
Local Project Name: World's Fair Mine Remediation

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Ranger District: Nogales

Nearby City(ies): Patagonia, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:

Small Town of Patagonia Benefits from Recovery Act-funded Environmental Cleanup
(Story posted 9/28/2011)

Past mining activities left footprints littered with abandoned mines throughout the State of
Arizona; the small town of Patagonia is no different. In fact, the area surrounding the small
town of Patagonia has many of these abandoned mines in its backyard. One of these
abandoned mines is the World’s Fair Mine, situated in Alum Gulch watershed within the
Coronado National Forest in Santa Cruz County. This 157-year old mine was first operated
by Spanish miners in 1853 with mine operations continuing intermittently through the 1910s.
Mining for silver increased between 1910 and 1950, and operations ceased in the mid-1950s.

The past mining activities left 12,000 cubic yards of waste rock containing elevated levels of
arsenic and lead and a main adit discharging acid mine drainage. The mine’s internal
workings have a web of approximately 15,000 feet of tunnels, and shafts developed to a
depth of 450 feet.

In 2006, the Forest Service Southwestern Region initiated an environmental cleanup using its
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)

authority. A strategy was developed to clean up the lead and arsenic contamination and
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remediate the Site. Initially, the biggest obstacle was a lack of funding to complete the entire
cleanup estimated at $1,500,000. Forest Service decision-makers were able to secure
funding for only half of the cleanup, which consisted of the removal and consolidation of
12,000 cubic yards of waste rock. The second half of the cleanup was estimated at $
1,000,000, which was defined as final closure of the main adit. The color of the water flowing
out of the adit was orange, indicating low pH and elevated levels of iron.

The first half of the cleanup was completed in 2007. In 2010, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act provided the funds needed to complete the second half of the cleanup and
rid the watershed of acid mine drainage and lead-contaminated waste rock. Local county
vendors contributed to the cleanup by providing concrete, rock materials, and heavy
equipment. The local economy flourished as spending increased at nearby businesses such
as hotels and restaurants. In addition, environmental specialists from the nearby city of
Tucson also reaped the benefits as they were hired for their knowledge of the local geology
and remediation expertise.

While only a few jobs were created through this effort, the town of Patagonia has witnessed a
reduction in the long-term environmental impacts to nearby Patagonia Lake. The
environmental cleanup is a success! The Forest Service has achieved the remediation goals
of protecting human health and the environment while bringing additional revenue to the
small town of Patagonia and Santa Cruz County.

Program Project Name: Apache Ecosystem Restoration
Local Project Name: Ecosystem Management in Apache County
Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Springerville, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Work Brings Jobs, Supports Forest Health

(Story posted 9/29/2011)

Using USDA Forest Service Recovery Act funds, ground work began in early 2011 to restore
approximately 4,500 acres of pinion-juniper woodlands in rural northeastern Arizona to a
more natural, healthy, and sustainable condition. Local crews operating heavy equipment are
working to remove overstocking of pine and juniper trees from the rolling hills of this southern
Apache County rangeland.

The overstocking conditions contribute to increased fire danger, as well as degradation of
watershed conditions and wildlife habitat. The treatment consists of selective thinning and
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grinding of encroachment trees, leaving large oldgrowth trees in a less dense and more
widelyspaced arrangement. Results will include reducing fuel load and creating a more fire
resistant vegetative mosaic across the landscape, with open areas to serve as fire breaks;
creating more diverse, productive, and sustainable wildlife habitat at a landscape scale; and
improving watershed conditions by decreasing erosion, thereby improving water quality.
Water yield should be improved as well with decreased vegetative demand for surface and
ground water.

The contractors are taking advantage of favorable fall weather and ground conditions to
continue making progress. Coordination between Arizona Game and Fish Department,
Arizona State Land Department, and Arizona State Forestry allows for coordination and early
inspection of prescriptions with the contractors. Denis Humphrey, Range Manager for the
Arizona State Land Department, observes that the treatment work “... has opened the door
to improved range and watershed conditions, with late summer rains giving rise to improved
grass cover and decreased erosion potential.” Treatment has resulted in improved habitat
conditions for mule deer due to increased browse and forage.

The full project is expected to take approximately two tears for completion, with final ground
work to be completed by late 2012. The Apache Ecosystem Restoration project is being
implemented through a partnership between the Arizona State Forestry Division and the
Arizona Game and Fish Department, and is utilizing local contractors for ontheground
restoration work.

Project partners report that work is currently being implemented on the ground by two local
businesses with four contract employees doing mechanized harvesting. In addition, five staff
members of the Arizona Game and Fish Department and two staff members of Arizona State
Forestry have been partially supported by the Recovery Act funding.

Program Project Name: Groom Creek/Crown King Fire Districts
Local Project Name: Forest Fuels Treatment in Multiple Counties
Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Prescott, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 3/1/2012

Story:

Central Arizona Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuels Reduction Work Well Underway
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

In several rural communities, USDA Forest Service Recovery Act funds are being used to
support hazardous fuels reduction, forest health protection, rehabilitation, and hazard

mitigation activities. Most components are being implemented through sub-grants with local
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fire departments that began in mid-2010 and are scheduled for completion by mid-2012.

The Crown King Fire District fuels crew is working with AmeriCorps to treat acreages in the
east and northeast part of town. Workers have accomplished about two-thirds of the
approximately 40 acres of planned treatment.

The Groom Creek Fire District plans to treat 100 acres and has completed approximately
two-thirds of the work, creating a fuel break from the entrance of Goldwater Lake and south
along Senator Highway to Friendly Pines Road and from Mt. Trittle Road to the entrance of
Goldwater Lake involving vegetation five inches in diameter and smaller. The prescription
model is consistent with that being used by the Prescott National Forest, which
accommodates a diversity of species type, age, and grouping aesthetics. In February 2011,
crews started the overstory thinning project. A majority of the biomass generated is being
chipped and donated to local summer camps for use in horse corrals and boarding facilities.
Firewood-grade materials are being made available to low-income families in the project
vicinity.

Program Project Name: ShowLow FD

Local Project Name: Forest Fuels Treatment in Multiple Counties
Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Show Low, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Navajo

Modified Date: 12/19/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Meet Firewise Standards
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

Recovery Act funds are helping several rural White Mountain area communities remove
hazardous fuels to better meet Firewise Communities program standards, which is a National
Fire Protection Association effort co-sponsored by the USDA Forest Service, the U.S.
Department of the Interior, and the National Association of State Foresters that encourages
local solutions for wildfire safety by involving homeowners, community leaders, planners,
developers, firefighters, and others to better protect people and property from wildfire risks.

Most work, including hazardous fuels reduction, forest health protection, rehabilitation, and
hazard mitigation activities, is being implemented through subgrants with local fire
departments. The Show Low project is located in Navajo County, Arizona, and all other
project sites are in Yavapai County, Arizona. Work on all local components that began in
mid-2010 is scheduled for completion by mid-2012.

In the Show Low area, the Show Low Fire Department is treating approximately 200 acres
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utilizing its fuels crew while creating several part-time positions. To date, workers have
completed work on 72 acres.

Program Project Name: Government Canyon - Lynx Creek State Land and City of
Prescott Communication Sites

Local Project Name: Forest Fuels Treatment in Multiple Counties
Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Prescott and Perkinsville, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 12/20/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Protect Central Arizona Homes from Wildfire
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

In several rural communities, Recovery Act Funds are being used to support hazardous fuels
reduction, forest health protection, rehabilitation, and hazard mitigation activities. Most
components are being implemented through subgrants with local fire departments that began
in mid 2010 and are scheduled for completion by mid 2012.

In one project workers will reduce hazardous fuels and create defensible space on
approximately 75 acres in three areas within the City of Prescott. Approximately 18 acres in
Highland Center and 36 acres in Thumb Butte Open Space are finished, and coordination for
work on the 19-acre North Reservoir Communications Site has been completed with fuel
treatments set to begin in late 2011.

Arizona State Forestry is managing two project areas near Prescott, with contractors and
Arizona Forestry fuels crews accomplishing work on nearly 700 acres in Government Canyon
and Lynx Creek areas that is well underway.

Three project blocks have been completed, totaling approximately 190 acres of ponderosa
pine forest and a variety of other vegetation types. For this phase, the objective was to thin
from below to increase stand health and vigor as well as reduce fire hazard. Workers utilized
low-impact logging techniques that minimized soil disturbance and road construction.
Following the tree thinning completion, fire hazard was reduced for 50 houses directly and
approximately 200 indirectly. The residual stand should have increased growth due to more
natural spacing of the trees and this should improve overall stand health.

Archeological clearances for the remaining project acres are underway, and staff is working
on required procurement steps to allow completion of the remaining brush crush portion of
the project. The work is supporting new jobs for contractors and state employees while also
helping the Prescott Fire Department retain employees.
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Program Project Name: Forestwide Recreation Site Buildings deferred maintenance
projects

Local Project Name: Forestwide Rec Site Buildings deferred maintenance projects

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Prescott

Nearby City(ies): Prescott, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Maintenance Project Supports Numerous Objectives
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

This project addressed the deferred maintenance on recreations sites throughout the
Prescott National Forest. There were several distinct components. One focus was on
removing obsolete blight-ridden restrooms from the forest environment and return the sites to
more natural conditions. A second objective was to remove and replace obsolete restrooms
in high-use areas with modern, vandal-resistant, universal accessible restrooms. A third
objective was a cultural resource survey of existing facilities on the forest to determine the
historical context of each facility.

Workers evaluated 32 sites between September 1825, 2010. Each location was subjected to
a reconnaissance-level architectural survey to determine the potential cultural significance of
existing buildings, structures, and sites. The primary focus of the architectural survey was on
buildings and structures that were 50 years of age or older at the time of the evaluation.
However, all buildings and structures constructed prior to 1990 were evaluated. The historic
properties evaluations documented in this report were performed in accordance with Section
110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and were conducted in
support of projects planned in association with the management of Prescott National Forest.
The resources were evaluated to ascertain if they rise to the level of significance and retain
integrity to be eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

Evaluations included the analysis of the current condition of four sites previously listed in the
National Register (Palace Station, Groom Creek Schoolhouse, Crown King Administrative
Site, and Walnut Creek Administrative Site). The Groom Creek Administrative Site has also
been previously determined eligible as a district. All were found to retain integrity.

Program Project Name: White Mountain Apache Tribe - Forest Service Tribal Forest
Protection Act Project

Local Project Name: WMAT/FS Los Burros TFPA
Region: Southwest Region
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Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves
Ranger District: Lakeside
Nearby City(ies): Lakeside, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Apache
Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Tribal Forest Protection Act Project Underway
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

The Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest is working with the White Mountain Apache Tribe
(WMAT) to treat, restore and plant thousands of acres using Recovery Act funds under the
auspices of the Tribal Forest Protection Act (TFPA) that provides the authority for the WMAT
to do work on National Forest System-administered lands in order to restore those lands and
protect adjacent tribal lands.

In fall 2009, the Forest and the WMAT established locations for the TFPA project, estimated
at 4,800 acres divided into four Task Orders: Brushy at 1,226 acres; Pierce at 1,549 acres;
Lake Bear at 1,179 acres; and Porter at 751 acres.

The project has been divided into three phases: Phase |, layout and preparation of task
orders; Phase II, implementation; and Phase Ill; implementation of pre-commercial thinning.

Phases | and Il will be implemented by WMAT and Forest Service personnel, having a total
value of $1,000,000. Phase Il implemented by White Mountain Stewardship Contractors
(WMS).

In spring 2010, Forest Service personnel started mentoring the WMAT crew, which involved
layout, marking, and cruising the Brushy and Pierce task orders. Phase | was completed in
the winter of 2010 on both Brushy and Pierce task orders. The purpose of mentoring the
WMAT crew was to develop them into a contract crew to allow them to work independently
on the remaining two task orders and potentially bid on upcoming Forest Service marking
and cruising contracts.

In spring 2011, WMAT began preparation work on Lake Bear and Porter task orders with an
estimated completion date of winter 2011. In summer 2011, the Brushy Task order was
awarded and the WMS implemented and completed the work by late summer. In fall 2011,
Phase Il began on Brushy with a WMAT crew, and work is currently underway.

The Forest estimates completion of all phases within the task orders by fall 2012.
The following objectives and benefits are expected:
Fuel Reduction—significantly reduced fuel hazards adjacent to and proximal to private and

Reservation land (Wildland Urban Interface).
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Forest Health and Restoration—Thinning results in reduced tree densities, thereby providing
for higher tree vigor and an increased ability to fend off disease and insect attack. Further,
reduced densities and fuel treatments tend to reduce fire damage and severity for forest and
ground vegetation. Tree and ground vegetation survival is usually much higher in open
stands. Open stands more closely resemble pre-settlement forest conditions.

Wildlife Habitat and Range—Thinning the forest allows considerably more light to reach the
forest floor, leading to much-improved production of forage species: grasses, herbaceous
vegetation, and browse.

Soil and Watershed—Improved ground vegetation cover provides for more organic
contributions to the topsolil layer and decreases soil erosion.

Social and Economical—provide jobs for both local and reservation individuals, along with
training and development of natural resource skills.

Program Project Name: Rodeo-Chedeski Fire Reforestation Site Preparation

Local Project Name: Timberland and Pinedale R-C Site Prep & Fuels Treatment Contracts
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Lakeside

Nearby City(ies): Pinedale & Timberland Acres, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Coconino, Navajo

Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Fuels Work Provides Many Benefits
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, Recovery Act-funded contractors used three
dozers to pile the majority of dead standing and down wood debris that was the result of the
Rodeo-Chediski Fire (2002). The areas that were treated were high priority areas adjacent or
proximal to the communities of Pinedale and Timberland Acres in the wildland urban
interface.

The project completed in mid-2010 included the following benefits:

Regeneration Site Preparation—Dozers piling slash created mechanical site disturbance in
order to expose mineral soil and prepare a seed bed for natural ponderosa pine
regeneration.

Hazardous Fuel Reduction—The machine piling of the majority of the dead slash (to be

burned later) and altering or crushing much of the residual slash (not piled) significantly
reduced the fuel hazards adjacent to and proximal to private land.
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Visual Quality—Views were significantly improved for adjacent property owners, etc.

Watershed and Soil—The result of crushing and altering residual slash will improve the
breakdown of organic material and aid in the restoration of damaged and/or eroded topsoil.
Over time, the effects of these treatment(s) should increasingly reduce soil erosion.

Wildlife Habitat and Range—Adequate amounts of residual standing and down dead wood
was retained to provide for wildlife habitat. The resulting improvements to soil and ground
vegetation should lead to improve production of forage species: grasses, herbaceous
vegetation, and browse.

Program Project Name: Pinyon-Juniper Thinning

Local Project Name: Los Burros North Thinning and Fuels Treatment
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Lakeside

Nearby City(ies): Lakeside, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache, Greenlee, Navajo

Modified Date: 1/19/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuels Reduction Work Supports Multiple Objectives
(Story posted 9/29/2011 and updated 1/19/2012)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, local contractors are conducting hazardous fuel
reduction activities in wildland-urban-interface high-priority areas adjacent to or near the
community of Vernon. Since July 2010, workers have been conducting chainsaw thinning
and hand piling of primarily ponderosa pine and juniper species up to nine inches in diameter
and will have treated just over 1,200 acres when the project is finished in spring 2012.

In late 2011 winter weather (snow) temporarily shut the project down, leaving approximately
80 acres to be thinned and piled when work resumes in the spring. In addition to providing
forest industry work, the thinning and hand piling activities are significantly reducing
catastrophic wildfire risk and improving forest health while enhancing wildlife forage and
reducing soil erosion.

Program Project Name: Bundled White Mountain Stewardship Contract Task Orders
Local Project Name: West Chevlon & Wolf A Task Orders

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): ShowLow, AZ
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Congressional District(s): AZ01
County(ies): AZ: Apache
Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Hazardous Fuel Reduction Work
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, Recovery Act-funded work is progressing under
two major task orders. The West Chevelon Task Order, currently in progress, began
November 9, 2010. Work has been progressing on this task order, meeting contract
requirements and acceptable work standards. The task order was suspended during the
winter for approximately three months. Work resumed in the spring. Currently, work resumed
after an earlier summer suspension for other projects. The work should be finished by mid-
November.

The Wolfe A Task Order started October 18, 2010 and was completed August 15, 2011.
These projects provided local employers and their employees opportunities to keep working
and supported spending in local communities. The products produced from these task orders
include lumber, heating pellets and biomass for producing electrical power.

Program Project Name: White Mountain Stewardship
Local Project Name: WMS Task Orders

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): Nutrioso & Greer, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache, Navajo

Modified Date: 10/31/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Forest Restoration Work Provides Multiple Benefits
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

Recovery Act-funded workers have been treating thousands of acres under the White
Mountain Stewardship Contract, the first large 10-year stewardship contract in the nation that
emphasizes large-scale forest restoration activities to improve forest health, enhance rural
development, and utilize previously unmarketable small-diameter trees.

Since 2010 local contractors have removed nearly 250,000 tons of biomass that is being
used to fuel a wood-burning electrical power plant or produce residential wood pellets. In
addition to providing jobs in the woods, the project on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest
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is strengthening the local forest products industry and contributing to efforts to promote
renewable energy and reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Project work is planned for
completion this coming winter if weather conditions permit.

Program Project Name: Nutrioso Restoration
Local Project Name: Nutrioso WUI PJ Restoration
Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Ranger District: Alpine

Nearby City(ies): Nutrioso, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 1/18/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Fuels Work Reduces Wildfire Risk, Enhances Habitat

(Story posted 9/30/2011)

Recovery Act-funded workers conducted high-intensity thinning to reduce catastrophic
wildland fire risk to adjoining private properties and to protect aquatic species watersheds as
outlined in the Nutrioso Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Hazardous fuels reduction work
in one of the contributing headwaters to the Little Colorado River began in October 2010 and
was finished in April 2011.

The work on public lands also supported forest health, especially range enhancement for a
multitude of species that frequent this area, such as winter forage for large game animals,
while protecting the community of Nutrioso, which consists of approximately 300 year-round
residents and is listed in the Federal Register as a Community-at-Risk.

Program Project Name: Forest Wide Trail Maintenance (YCC Crews)
Local Project Name: Forest Wide Trail Mtc (YCC)

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Nearby City(ies): Safford, Siera Vista, Nogales & Douglas, AZ
Congressional District(s): Az01, Az07, AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Graham, Pima, Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded trail Maintenance projects Benefit Youth, Recreationists

(Story posted 9/29/2011)
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The Coronado National Forest Trail Maintenance project is currently supported by youth
conservation corps (YCC) from across the United States consisting of the following
organizations: Northwest Youth Corps (NYC) from Oregon; Coconino Rural Environmental
Corps (CREC) from Flagstaff, Arizona; and Southwest Conservation Corps from Tucson,
Arizona. Trail work is being accomplished on four of the five ranger districts (RDs)—Douglas
RD, Nogales RD, Sierra Vista RD, and Safford RD—on the Coronado National Forest. In this
project, YCC crews are responsible for maintaining a total of 64 trails or 258 miles of trail. A
majority of work that is being accomplished consists of the following:

* Building new tralil

* Trail maintenance

* Building drainage structures

* Building cairns

» Maintaining switchbacks

* Logging trees

* Rehabilitating trail systems

* Installing trail signs

Reflections of these projects have been extremely positive from the YCC organizations. NYC
Youth Corps Director Joe Waksmundski indicated that this project developed an extremely
positive relationship with the Coronado National Forest. These projects have enabled NYC to
train young women and men in leadership and trail maintenance but also being able to enjoy
the work with the gorgeous scenery. The project has allowed NYC to experience work in both
backcountry and wilderness settings. One project out of the 33 weeks of work that NYC is
proud of was the work accomplished on the Witch Ridge Trail system. During the 10 weeks
of work, NYC crews were able to rehabilitate 9.84 miles of existing trail; build 2.77 miles of
trail; build 23 feet of retaining wall; and install five drainage structures. The project enabled
NYC to complete difficult work in a high desert environment.

CREC Senior Projects and Partnership Coordinator Allison Laramee also indicated a positive
relationship between CREC and the Coronado National Forest. Over the last two years with
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, CREC has maintained over 51
miles of trail; brushed out over 21 miles of trail; constructed 170 trail structures; and removed
over 1,208 logs from the trail using crosscut saws. The best project that CREC accomplished
during the project consisted of one crew removing over 178 dead and down logs from Crest,
Snowshed, and Mormon trails during an eight-day project using crosscut saws.

An anonymous crew member from CREC reflected on the work experience and
accomplishments on the Coronado National Forest while working on the South Taylor
Canyon Trail. The first thing that came to mind when thinking of work was the Newtonian
definition, and it occurred to me that our work at CREC is a prime example of applying
restorative and corrective forces over the land, to the nitty-gritty of pitting the force of our
chainsaws against trees three times our own age, or employing mechanical advantage to
move rocks three times our weight. So much of our work at CREC is contingent upon
choosing the right tool to get the job done. We find great pride in beating expectations and
are always striving to improve our work.
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Even on a good day, our job is demanding. Harsh climates, demanding tasks, close quarters,
and simple living are all part for the course, but two of the last three spikes have raised the
bar for what our crew is able to work through and has defined how far our work ethic will
carry us to meet and exceed objectives. Our work requires ample grit, and within the first two
months we have pushed through the ravages of flu and giardia, the big hard sun, and our
new favorite form of precipitation—graupel.

For a vignette into the bomber work ethic our crew has built at CREC, one needs to look no
further than our last spike to South Taylor Canyon in the Coronado National Forest. Our goal
was to brush three and a half miles of old two-track running straight up the fall line that had
seen little activity in 25 years. If we had time we were to brush another trail along the ridge
line and to build tread if we ran out of things to do. Day one arrived and our crew was already
missing our supervisor and me, thanks to our contraction of giardia during the break. Would
we let giardia win? Would we let it put us in the “pain-cave” to mope and give up? No. We
had already pushed through a flu-infested, freezing-rain mud-fest, and we would push
through with the same tactics that had saved us before. Laughing at our situation, making
jokes about giardia butler and giardia of the mouth, going all out on theme days and taking
refuge in cavemen TV, guitar riffs and the beauty of the full moon saw us through. By the end
of spike, despite protozoa ripping into us without remorse, we had brushed all of South
Taylor Canyon Trall, the ridge line, managed to install nearly two miles of tread and threw in
a series of drains. We are all out here working for different reasons, but we are all out here,
for better or worse, striving to be the best.

SCC Program Director Attlia Boros indicated a positive working relationship with the
Coronado National Forest on the project. SCC crews maintained 53,468 feet of trail;
constructed 648 feet of new trail; cleared 42,966 feet of corridor; constructed 46 cairns; and
also constructed other trail features such as rock water bars, rock steps, and drains. These
accomplishments were completed with five different stays on the forest.

CREC and NYC are still performing trail maintenance projects for the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act in FY 2012. SCC has completed their projects on the Coronado
National Forest.

Program Project Name: White Mountain Apache Tribe Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Local Project Name: WMAT Haz Fuels Reduction

Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Cibeque, Carrizo, Cedar Creek, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 12/20/2011

Story:

Reservation Uses Recovery Act Funds to Protect Communities, Enhance Watersheds
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(Story posted 9/29/2011)

A Recovery Act-funded project to treat hazardous fuels on 3,565 acres within the Fort
Apache Indian Reservation around the communities of Cibique, Carrizo, and Cedar Creek;
accomplish watershed enhancements on 5,000 acres within the boundaries of the nearly
500,000-acre 2002 Rodeo-Chediski fire; protect 19 tribal community cemeteries; and restore
41 springs is well underway.

As of late June, White Mountain Apache Tribal workers have accomplished the following:
» completed hazardous fuels reduction on 1,697 acres

» seeded 1,936 acres affected by the Rodeo-Chediski fire

* placed log erosion control barriers on 910 acres

» maintained and cleaned 57 culverts

» implemented bank/channel protection at 26 sites

» removed roadside hazard trees along 48 miles of reservation roads

* protected 41 springs and 16 cemeteries

* replaced or repaired 110 miles of fencing

Program Project Name: White Mountain Apache Tribe Nursery Development for Post-
Fire Rehabilitation

Local Project Name: WMAT Native Plant Nursery
Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): White River, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache

Modified Date: 1/19/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Tribal Nursery Opens

(Story posted 9/30/2011)

On August 17, 2011, the USDA Forest Service Recovery Act-funded Native Plant Nursery
was the site of a grand opening to commemorate the $2.4 million, two-year, five-phase
project that is the first of its kind in Indian Country. The White Mountain Apache Tribe
(WMAT) Nursery Team completed its first two phases, Planning, Phase | and Design, Phase
I, in June 2010 after which the team facilitated and managed Phase IlI, the Construction
Phase.

The WMAT's Native Plant Nursery project was initiated in response to the Fort Apache
Bureau of Indian Affair’'s decision to shut down the McNary Nursery in 2008 due to the
devastating damage to the greenhouse facilities caused by an accidental gas line explosion.
Fortunately nobody was hurt in the explosion; however, the accident left the WMAT without
the necessary resources to support the Tribe’s reforestation and native plant watershed
restoration efforts on the 280,000 acres destroyed by the Rodeo-Chediski Fire in 2002. With
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the 2011 Wallow Fire burning over 500,000 acres in Arizona and New Mexico, the need for
seedlings has become even greater.

In addition to cultivating seedlings and native plants; the WMAT Nursery project has provided
jobs for the WMAT community, which experiences annual unemployment rates of 70 percent
on average. Tribal Chairman Ronnie Lupe said the nursery will be an economic boon for the
tribe. Native Plant Nursery workers have sown some 93,000 seedlings and expect them to be
ready to plant in spring 2012.

Program Project Name: Drake Wood to Energy
Local Project Name: Drake Wood to Energy

Region: Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Drake, AZ

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 1/19/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Project to Support Woody Biomass Utilization
(Story posted 10/3/2011)

The Arizona State Forestry Division is managing USDA Forest Service Recovery Act funds to
help develop and implement a process for safe and cost-effective mechanized removal,
processing, and transportation of biomass from at-risk lands for delivery to biomass facilities.
The biomass generated from forest management activities will initially be utilized by Drake
Biomass, LLC to offset the burning of coal in the manufacture of cement.

The grantees have completed field trials for various pieces equipment to harvest and bundle
brush species (pinion, juniper, and chaparral) and are working with manufacturers to modify
their equipment to make an efficient device with which to harvest these woody biomass
species with shapes that are challenging to collect for use. The grantees have also tested
grinders and chippers and have selected a large grinder to be used in the Prescott Valley. All
of this activity is in anticipation of working with Drake Cement to convert its large cement
plant to wood heat. The conversion is currently working through the financial aspects.

This project is helping develop and sustain employment opportunities and businesses for the
harvesting, processing, transportation, and procurement of biomass on a long-term basis.

Program Project Name: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest Trails Improvement
Local Project Name: Trail Maintenance & Brushing

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves
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Nearby City(ies): Springerville, Lakeview, Egar, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache, Navajo

Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Enhance Recreational Opportunities
(Story posted 10/3/2011)

In cooperation with the Coconino Rural Environmental Corps (CREC), the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests will accomplish 328 miles of non-contiguous heavy trail
maintenance and brushing across the landscape. Recovery Act-funded workers have
completed clearing trees and logs along trail corridors with the use of chainsaws and
handtools; clearing brush from trails; completing tread work; and cleaning and installing
drainage structures associated with non- motorized trails.

The Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests directly support a number of locally based
economies, which were once heavily supported by timber production and other commodity
driven industries. As such, the project was located within a number of underrepresented
counties, including one of the most economically depressed counties (Apache County,
Arizona) within the United States of America.

The project was undertaken in Fiscal Year 2009 with hopes of completion in Fiscal Year
2012. Unforeseen delay in project completion was due (in part) to Arizona’s largest wildfire in
history (the Wallow Fire).

Project benefits include the following:

* Public health and safety

* Protection of watersheds associated with trails maintained

» Reduction of annual maintenance costs

* Elimination of deferred maintenance for existing infrastructure

 Improved (recreational) user comfort, bringing more visitors into the local communities
» Supporting a young American workforce with stewardship education and job training

Key partners and state involvement include the following:

The Coconino Rural Environmental Corps (CREC) has historical traditions dating back to the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCCs), which was established by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt's New Deal. CREC prides itself on building programs that aid in the health and
sustainability of communities. In a professional capacity, CREC aided the Apache-Sitgreaves
National Forests in completion of the project by providing logistical and financial support as
an in-kind contributor to the project.
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Program Project Name: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest Trails Improvement
Local Project Name: Trail Maintenance CREC

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Apache/Sitgreaves

Nearby City(ies): Springerville, Eager, Pinetop-Lakeside, Show Low, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Apache, Navajo

Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Enhance Recreational Opportunities
(Story posted 10/5/2011)

In cooperation with the Coconino Rural Environmental Corps (CREC), the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests will accomplish 328 miles of non-contiguous heavy trail
maintenance and brushing across the landscape. Recovery Act-funded workers have
completed clearing trees and logs along trail corridors with the use of chainsaws and
handtools; clearing brush from trails; completing tread work; and cleaning and installing
drainage structures associated with non- motorized trails.

The Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests directly support a number of locally based
economies, which were once heavily supported by timber production and other commaodity
driven industries. As such, the project was located within a number of underrepresented
counties, including one of the most economically depressed counties (Apache County,
Arizona) within the United States of America.

The project was undertaken in Fiscal Year 2009 with hopes of completion in Fiscal Year
2012. Unforeseen delay in project completion was due (in part) to Arizona’s largest wildfire in
history (the Wallow Fire).

Project benefits include the following:

* Public health and safety

* Protection of watersheds associated with trails maintained

» Reduction of annual maintenance costs

* Elimination of deferred maintenance for existing infrastructure

* Improved (recreational) user comfort, bringing more visitors into the local communities
» Supporting a young American workforce with stewardship education and job training

Key partners and state involvement include the following:
The Coconino Rural Environmental Corps (CREC) has historical traditions dating back to the

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCCs), which was established by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt's New Deal. CREC prides itself on building programs that aid in the health and
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sustainability of communities. In a professional capacity, CREC aided the Apache-Sitgreaves
National Forests in completion of the project by providing logistical and financial support as
an in-kind contributor to the project.

Program Project Name: Forest-wide Water System Upgrades and Deferred
Maintenance

Local Project Name: D1-5 Water System Upgrades

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Coronado

Nearby City(ies): Tucson, Nogales, Douglas, Safford & Sierra Vista, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01, AZ07, AZ08

County(ies): AZ: Graham, Pima, Santa Cruz

Modified Date: 1/12/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Project Supports Water System Repairs
(Story posted 10/5/2011)

On the Coronado National Forest, Recovery Act-funded work to design and construct or
reconstruct potable water systems on all five ranger districts that began in early 2010 and
recently ended will ensure safe drinking water is available at existing recreation and
administrative sites. Contractors conducted various activities to upgrade or replace aging
water systems, including the following:

* recoat an existing steel water tank

« drill and develop three potable water wells

* build photovoltaic power systems for two solar well pumps

* build both photovoltaic and grid power electrical systems

* build water distribution systems

* build pumping and chlorination systems

* build six water works utility buildings

* build chain-link fencing around new wells and water works buildings
* install numerous water valves, meters, valve boxes, and hydrants
* install two water fill stations

* install two fire hose racks

* install numerous small potable water tanks

In addition to enhancing public safety and recreational experiences, the work was designed
and constructed to minimize maintenance and operation demands, thus contributing to
ongoing reduced deferred maintenance

Program Project Name: North Phoenix Abandoned Mine Safety Mitigation / Closures
Local Project Name: North Phoenix AML Closure Project
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Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Tonto

Nearby City(ies): Phoenix & Prescott, AZ
Congressional District(s): AZ01, AZ02
County(ies): AZ: Maricopa, Yavapai
Modified Date: 2/10/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Enhance Abandoned Mine Safety
(Story posted 10/11/2011)

The urban interface along the north and northwestern edge of Phoenix and its suburbs is
historically an area known for gold mining and as a result, the area is littered with abandoned
mine shafts and adits (known as mine features). Adits are horizontal tunnels, and shafts are
vertical tunnels created by past mining activities. The highest density of features is found
near Black Canyon City, New River, and into and around the towns of Mayer, Dewey and
Humboldt. These are areas are within the Tonto National Forest.

These areas are also areas of high visitation by hikers, 4-wheelers and campers primarily
coming from the Phoenix metro area. Many of the roads used by these visitors are old mining
roads, and they lead directly to some of the most dangerous features. There are many
instances of deep shafts within feet of the roadway, and they pose serious hazards to
travelers. The Forest Service and the State of Arizona is engaged in an on-going effort to
remediate the dangers posed by abandoned mine features.

The Bradshaw Ranger District of the Prescott National Forest is also known for historic
mining activities.

Through this project, the USDA Forest Service, Tonto and Prescott national forests,
physically plugged 66 adits and shafts that were approximately 4 to 20+ feet wide and 10 to
100+ feet deep. Prior to plugging, biological assessments and archaeological surveys were
conducted. These mine features can be extremely dangerous to the public if one was to fall
or enter into these features. These features were plugged and sealed with polyurethane foam
and then covered with soil.

Program Project Name: Bundled Mechanical WUI Treatment
Local Project Name: Bundled Mechanical WUI Treatment

Region: Southwest Region

Forest: Prescott

Nearby City(ies): Prescott, Cherry, Dewey

Congressional District(s): AZ01

County(ies): AZ: Yavapai

Modified Date: 3/14/2012
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Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Protect Communities, Enhance Forest Health
(Story posted 3/9/2012)

The Prescott Basin nestled in the pine and mountains of central Arizona is an area that has
played an important role in Arizona's history and development as a state. This area, including
the city of Prescott and numerous satellite communities, is a wildland-urban interface with
homes built among the pines and adjacent Prescott National Forest lands.

In 2002, the Indian Fire burned six homes, threatened hundreds of lives, and caused major
evacuations. Prior to to the wildfire, the community's "at risk" status was known and being
addressed by federal, state, and local agencies, but the wildfire exemplified the need to be
proactive in dealing with the threat. Affected agencies initiated a cooperative effort to plan
and implement a process designed to reduce wildfire risks. The Prescott Area Wildland
Urban Interface Commission is coordinating many of these efforts with outcomes being
implementation of successful treatments within communities and on private lands and
treatments on lands managed by federal, state, and local agencies. The treatments within
this project have reduced risks from wildfires to the people within the Prescott Basin through
construction and maintenance of an effective fuelbreak system.

Using Recovery Act funds, the Prescott National Forest contracted for hazardous fuels
reduction work on 5,868 acres to develop a fuelbreak system in and around the communities
of Prescott, Cherry, and Dewey. Workers are masticating all brush species within the project
area to provide fire managers with a fuelbreak system while improving wildlife habitat, soil
stabilization, and watershed conditions. Thus far work has been completed on approximately
5,000 acres with plans to complete all project work by May.
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Arkansas

Program Project Name: Southern Research Station - Crossett Experimental Forest
Laboratory Renovations

Local Project Name: Crossett Lab/Dorm Renovation

Region: Southern Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Crossett, AR

Congressional District(s): AR04

County(ies): AR: Ashley

Modified Date: 7/13/2010

Story:
Crossett Lab/Dorm Renovation Will Help The Scientist Feel At Home

(Story posted 4/16/2009)

This renovation project will have significant impacts to research in the ecology and
management of southern pine-dominated ecosystems. The plan is to renovate the 2,027-
square-foot building to provide temporary quarters for visiting scientists conducting long-term
research on the Crossett site. Station scientists are located at four different duty stations,
three of which require overnight travel to the Crossett Experimental Forest. Upon completion
it will allow scientists to make extended stays at the site, which will result in increased
complexity, breadth, and depth of research, plus travel savings.

This renovation will also broaden the diversity of research topics in the Station's portfolio of
research studies, as well as increase the facility's energy efficiency and will help meet the
requirements of Executive Order 13423.

The facility will be fully accessible upon completion of the project and the projected
completion date is April 2010

Program Project Name: Koen Experimental Forest Energy and Accessibility Upgrades
Local Project Name: Koen Experimental Forest Improvements

Region: Southern Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Jasper, AR

Congressional District(s): AR03

County(ies): AR: Newton

Modified Date: 7/13/2010

Story:

Koen Experiments With Forest Improvements

(Story posted 4/16/2009)
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In Arkansas, the Recovery Act is providing work for nearly a dozen people through the
renovation of the Henry R. Koen Experimental Forest Workshop facility. The project is
installing an energy-efficient heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system,
providing construction jobs in economically distressed Jasper, as well as producing energy
savings and improving heating, cooling, and indoor air quality.

The $300,000 contract will also allow workers to rehabilitate the heavily used interpretive trail
around the Koen administrative site.

The improved, handicapped-accessible interpretive trail will provide opportunities for the
public to better understand the contributions of the Forest Service's experimental forests and
the specific research activities conducted on the Koen Experimental Forest and Ozark-St.
Francis National Forest.

With its proximity to the Buffalo National River (National Park Service) at its north edge and
the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest to the south, the Koen is ideally situated to receive
broad visitation. A recent survey found visitors from around the world use the interpretive
trail. Improvements to the trail will allow these visitors to gain a better understanding of
Forest Service research that includes studies addressing climate change, landscape ecology,
biomass, and species diversity.

Project completion is expected to be May 2010.

Program Project Name: Arkansas Fire & Ice

Local Project Name: Arkansas Fire and Ice

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Little Rock, Hot Springs, Fayetteville, Russelville
Congressional District(s): ARO1, AR02, AR03, AR04

County(ies): AR: Baxter, Benton, Boone, Carroll, Clay, Cleburne, Conway, Craighead,
Crawford, Cross, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, Independence, Izard, Jackson, Johnson,
Lawrence, Madison, Mississippi, Newton, Poinsett, Pope, Randolph, Searcy, Sharp, Stone,
Van Buren, Washington

Modified Date: 8/18/2010

Story:

Arkansas Gets Recovery Act Help to Support Ice Storm Damage Mitigation
(Story posted 8/13/2010)

Background:

The ice storm that struck Arkansas on January 26-27, 2009 severely affected the northern
third of the state of approximately 10 millon acres. President Obama declared 30 counties as
a federal disaster area. Nearly 5 million forested acres experienced varying degrees of
damage. The tremendous amount of broken crowns, branches and uprooted trees creates a
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significant from wildfires. Funding will be utilized to purchase larger fire suppression
equipment; help forest landowners with hazardous fuel reduction through non-matching
grants; provide aerial suppression for wildfires; provide fire departments with wildland fire
training and equipment; and educate the public on wildland/urban interface fire hazards.

Four hundred ninety seven landowners applied for $8,000,000 to reduce wildfire hazards in
their forests. Only $1,300,000 is available. On December 15, 2009, AFC conducted a random
drawing of the applications at the Ozark Folk Center in Mountain View to determine ranking
for consideration of funding.

AFC employees conducted 100 site visits to determine if the forests met grant eligibility
requirements. As of August 2, AFC had mailed notification letters to the first 89 eligible
applicants and has set-aside money for forest owners to hire foresters to prepare a Forest
Stewardship/Hazard Mitigation Plan. The plans will identify necessary work and will
determine the costs. As plans are approved, AFC will set aside funds and authorize the
wildfire mitigation work. Then AFC will send notification letters to additional forest owners.
Eligible forest owners will be funded in the order in which their applications were drawn.

Program Project Name: Ozark National Forest Ice Storm Repair and Historic Structure
Deferred Maintenance

Local Project Name: Koen Building — Interior Work

Region: Southern Region

Forest: Ozark St. Francis

Nearby City(ies): Russellville

Congressional District(s): AR03

County(ies): AR: Baxter, Franklin, Newton, Pope, Stone, Washington
Modified Date: 8/18/2010

Story:
Henry Koen Federal Building Gets Much-needed Facelift

(Story posted 8/17/2010)

The Henry Koen Federal Building was originally constructed in 1938 and is a Main Street
landmark structure in downtown Russellville.

In 2006-07, a two-story addition was constructed on the south side of the building to provide
for a new accessible visitor information area and additional employee office space. The
architectural style and exterior materials closely match the original building, and the exterior
rock was mined from the same quarry as the original building rock. Many positive comments
were received from the local public about maintaining the historic character of the building.

In 2008, a contract was awarded for renovation of the original building. New electrical,
geothermal HVAC, and a fire protection system were installed. Asbestos was removed from
the old boiler system piping in the attic and basement. New insulation was installed. Window
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restoration work was completed.

Now Recovery Act funds are allowing for completion of the renovation work, including
patching walls and ceilings; stairway restoration; and painting the building’s interior and
exterior surfaces. A portion of the basement will also be renovated.

The construction contractor, Ross Sparks Builders, has employees on site every day from
their Little Rock office and has hired a local subcontractor for the painting work.

Project work is underway and scheduled for completion by December 2010.

Program Project Name: Ozark National Forest Ice Storm Repair and Historic Structure
Deferred Maintenance

Local Project Name: Koen Building — Parking Lot/Drainage/Landscaping
Region: Southern Region

Forest: Ozark St. Francis

Nearby City(ies): Russellville

Congressional District(s): AR03

County(ies): AR: Baxter, Franklin, Newton, Pope, Stone, Washington
Modified Date: 8/18/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Henry Koen Federal Building Rehabilitation

(Story posted 8/17/2010)

Recovery Act work is addressing the highest priority deferred maintenance and repair needs
at the Koen Federal Building on the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests while providing local
jobs. Built in 1938, the building is a historic structure listed on the National Register and a
landmark Main Street structure in downtown Russellville.

This Recovery Act project allows for expansion and improvement of the existing gravel
parking lot, which is in poor condition and undersized. Many employees currently have to
park across the street at a nearby church parking lot. The project will also eliminate some
site drainage problems with installation of new piping to route stormwater to a nearby State
storm drain. New native species landscaping will be planted.

The construction contractor, RMD Holdings LTD, plans to hire local subcontractors for the
asphalt and landscaping portions of the contract. The contract pre-work meeting was held on
July 29, 2010, and project work is scheduled for September and October 2010.

Program Project Name: Ice Storm-related Work - Wildfire Suppression
Local Project Name: Ice Storm Related Work: Wildfire Suppression

Page 134



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Region: Southern Region

Forest: Ozark St. Francis

Ranger District: Sylamore

Nearby City(ies): Mountain View, Jasper

Congressional District(s): ARO1, AR02, ARO3

County(ies): AR: Baxter, Franklin, Newton, Pope, Searcy, Stone, Washington
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Mitigate Ice Storm Damage
(Story posted 9/8/2010 and updated 12/9/2010)

An ice storm in January of 2009 severely affected roughly 142,000 acres across the Ozark
National Forest in northern Arkansas. Many of the roads and fire lines across the Sylamore
Ranger District and the northern end of the Big Piney Ranger District were covered with
fallen trees, limbs, and tops. Many of the roads and lines have been cleared, but the
resulting jackpots and heavy fuel and brush make prescribed burning operations more
difficult and increase wildfire danger. The fuel reduction contracts were awarded to reduce
fuel loading along roads and fire lines; create fuel buffers along private land boundaries;
establish permanent fuel breaks; and reduce fuel loading around upcoming prescribed burn
areas. Fuel reduction on the Sylamore also includes masticating dead cedar and brush in
sensitive glades.

The Forest Service awarded a contract in May 2010, and work should be completed by
February 2011.

Program Project Name: Ice Storm Related Work - Reestablishing Permanent Fire
Breaks

Local Project Name: Mechanical Fuel Treatment

Region: Southern Region

Forest: Ozark St. Francis

Ranger District: Sylamore

Nearby City(ies): Mountain View, Jasper

Congressional District(s): AR01, AR02, ARO3

County(ies): AR: Baxter, Franklin, Newton, Searcy, Stone, Washington
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Ice Storm Damage Work Provides Needed Employment, Improves Public Safety
(Story posted 9/8/2010 and updated 12/9/2010)

An ice storm in January of 2009 severely affected roughly 142,000 acres across the Ozark
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National Forest in northern Arkansas. Many of the roads and fire lines across the Sylamore
Ranger District and the northern end of the Big Piney Ranger District were covered with
fallen trees, limbs, and tops. Many of the roads and lines have been cleared, but the resulting
jackpots and heavy fuel and brush make prescribed burning operations more difficult and
increase wildfire danger. The fuel reduction contracts were awarded to reduce fuel loading
along roads and fire lines, create fuel buffers along private land boundaries, establish
permanent fuel breaks, and reduce fuel loading around upcoming prescribed burn areas.
Fuel reduction on the Sylamore also includes masticating dead cedar and brush in sensitive
glades.

The project was divided into four contracts split over two districts. Interested bidders were
asked to provide an hourly rate for machine operation including an operator. A dozer is
working on the Big Piney Ranger District to open existing fire lines and roads and create
permanent fuel breaks. A skidsteer loader with a masticating head is working on the
Sylamore mulching debris in glades and along property boundaries. The other two contracts
are working on property boundaries, roads, and fire lines on both Districts and include an
excavator with a mulching head and a rubber tired carrier with a mulching head.

The contracts were awarded in May 2010. Work has been completed on all three wildfire
suppression contracts as of November 2010.
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California

Program Project Name: Region-wide Road Maintenance Projects
Local Project Name: Sierra Roadside Safety Brushing

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Madera/Clovis

Congressional District(s): CA19

County(ies): CA: Madera

Modified Date: 7/8/2010

Story:
Roadside Brushing Project Benefits Public Safety

(Story posted 3/24/2010)

The Sierra Roadside Safety Brushing Project on the Sierra National Forest was a 144-mile
project to clear various National Forest System roads of excess vegetation for the safety of
the public traveling these roads. The work completed was done within the greater Fresno,
Madera, and Mariposa counties.

This particular project ws a part of the intitial 10 percent of approved projects to help get
America back to work. The $300,000 project was awarded to Sierra Nevada Forestry
Services, a minority-owned and operated company based out of Yuba City that specializes in
this type of work all throughout the West Coast.

Sierra Nevada Forestry employed between 11 to 25 skilled technicians throughout the entire
project. The majority of the skilled crew came from neighboring communities like Mendota,
Firebaugh, and Reedley, which have recently shown major increases in unemployment.

As quoted by owner John Acevedo, "Most of the crewmen would not be working right now if it
were not for this project.” The entire project was completed ahead of schedule and delivered
on the promise of putting America Back to Work.

Program Project Name: SDTDC Board Replacement for USFS MIOX Water
Treatment Systems

Local Project Name: MIOX Board Replacement
Region: San Dimas Technology Development Center
Forest: Six Rivers

Nearby City(ies): Oregon

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 12/23/2010
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Story:

Recovery Act Funds to Correct Health and Safety Issue
(Story posted 6/4/2010 and updated 12/1/2010))

On the Six Rivers National Forest and other locations, MIOX, Inc. manufactured and installed
small water treatment packaged plants (P-3). MIOX no longer supports the P-3 or any of its
components, including a circuit board that controls the operation, communication, and data
storage for the plant that needs to be replaced periodically.

Recovery Act funding will support a contract to Labman One to design a replacement circuit
board and to travel to and install the boards at Forest Service facilities nation-wide by
September 30, 2011.

This project corrects a severe nation-wide health and safety issue (supplying safe drinking
water at remote locations); reduces backlogged deferred maintenance; and improves
efficiency. This project will support drinking water systems in several campgrounds and
compounds.

The contractor has received the loaned MIOX P-3 unit.

The new board has been designed and tested on the MIOX P-3 unit loaned to Labman One.
The first field replacement is scheduled for December 9, 2010, on the Six Rivers National
Forest in northern California. After the water treatment plant operator ensures that the board
performs as required, the rest of the boards will be replaced.

Program Project Name: Research on Restoring Critical Habitat for Listed Pacific
Salmon

Local Project Name: Research on restoring critical habitat for listed Pacific salmon - project
summary

Region: Pacific Northwest Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Corvallis OR, Seattle WA; Mt. Shasta CA; Wenatchee WA
Congressional District(s): CA02, OR04, WA04

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou; OR: Benton; WA: Chelan, King

Modified Date: 8/24/2011

Story:

Research Underway on Restoring Critical Habitat for Listed Pacific Salmon
(Story posted 4/14/2010 and updated 8/15/2011)

A suite of research projects is using $2,240,000 of economic recovery funds to create high-
tech and field jobs that support the work of leading fisheries and watershed scientists and
natural resource professionals from the Forest Service and their partners (the University of
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Washington, Oregon State University, other research institutions, and the USDI Bureau of
Land Management). Most of these projects will continue through 2012 or 2013.

Salmon are critical to Pacific Northwest States economically, culturally, and ecologically.
Concerns are acute for the future of these highly visible species because several populations
of Pacific salmon and trout are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.

The Pacific Northwest Research Station (PNW) has studied habitat for these fish for four
decades and recently initiated work to help land managers, public utility districts, and others
at the federal, state, and county levels make decisions on restoring native salmon and trout
habitat, and providing clean water in ways that anticipate the effects of wildfire and climate
change. These research projects will bring together interrelated factors that have been
identified as strongly affecting the habitat for threatened fish species.

Workers hired with Recovery Act funds are helping with the study of landscape-scale factors
relating to salmonid habitat; helping investigate the effectiveness of alternative forest
management practices, including stream restoration, on fish habitat; analyzing long-term
trends in water quality data from Forest Service experimental forests to evaluate effects of
fire, forest harvest, and a changing climate on stream chemistry; and helping to assess the
potential effects of climate change on fish habitat and populations in the Northwest.

The results of this effort will be reported in peer-reviewed journals and used in decision-
support models by land and fisheries managers and policymakers. The information yielded
by this project opens the door to future jobs related to fish habitat and riparian restoration;
forest and fisheries management; forest fuel reduction; and recreation in affected counties.

Program Project Name: Research on Restoring Critical Habitat for Listed Pacific
Salmon

Local Project Name: Creating Watershed Data Bases for Fish Habitat Quality and Abundance
#1

Region: Pacific Northwest Research Station
Nearby City(ies): Shasta, CA

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Related Photo(s) Link: http://www.netmaptools.org/
Modified Date: 12/29/2011

Story:
Creating Watershed Databases for Fish Habitat Quality and Abundance Research Project
Underway

(Story posted 4/14/2010 and updated 7/25/2011)
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Federal land managers are increasingly called upon to address regulatory requirements and
considerations for all fish species before, during, and following any management action,
including restoration activities, forestry, and wildfire planning. This situation has often proven
difficult because of a lack of consistent, uniform environmental databases and of readily
available analysis tools that describe all relevant watershed attributes and predict effects of
various land uses on fish habitat quality and abundance. However, there is sufficient
understanding about land use effects on hydro-geomorphic and fish habitat-forming
processes that can be used to provide land managers with decision support tools to make
on-the-ground, site-specific recommendations for land management activities.

Gordon Reeves of the Pacific Northwest Research Station’s (PNW) Land and Watershed
Management Program is leading this project that is being carried out under a Joint Venture
Agreement with Earth Systems Institute (ESI) of Shasta (Siskiyou County), California. The
project objective is to develop decision support tools in the form of GIS layers, digital
databases, and analytical tools pertinent to watershed-related environmental data (an ESI-
developed system called NetMap) for 25 National Forests in the western states and to help
USDA Forest Service specialists in the employment of these tools in various analyses. Other
partners on this work are the Pacific Northwest and Pacific Southwest regions of the Forest
Service’s National Forest System.

Outcomes: ESI used its Recovery Act funds to hire three analytical modelers and one GIS
technician to accomplish this project. In bringing together interrelated factors that have been
identified as strongly affecting the habitat for threatened fish species, GIS coverage and
watershed databases have been assembled for 17 National Forests within the Pacific
Northwest Region. Training sessions have been held to help resource specialists in carrying
out landscape-scale analyses to identify and map areas with high potential for restoring fish
habitat and assess plans for riparian area management and road networks. New analysis
tools for predicting the recruitment of large wood debris to streams have been developed and
assistance has been provided for their applications. YouTube videos (Go to
http://www.netmaptools.org/) videos were also produced that describe the use of NetMap
tools for predicting fish habitat attributes and for roads analysis.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety

Local Project Name: Waste Water Improvements/Water Well Improvements/Water Reservoir
Cleaning/Water System Improvements

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Cleveland
Nearby City(ies): San Diego, Corona, Irvine, Temecula, Orange county

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CAL2

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Sierra, Ventura,
Yuba

Modified Date: 7/8/2010
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Story:

Cleveland National Forest Undergoes Work to Improve Wastewater Systems
(Story posted 4/14/2010)

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem.

This project repairs or replaces select water and wastewater systems that serve heavily used
recreation areas and offices on national forests throughout California.

Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be repaired or replaced through this
project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but continue to be used beyond
their original design life. Maintenance costs of these systems are high and the backlog of
maintenance needs is longstanding.

This project will repair or replace water and sanitation infrastructure such as wells, tanks,
septic, and filtration systems that do not meet current health and safety standards. The public
will benefit from improvements in water quality, a reduction in water consumption, increase in
water conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs at the Forest Service sites
where these investments are made.

Projects are being conducted across all Districts on the Cleveland National Forest.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance
Local Project Name: Challenge Work Center

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Feather River

Nearby City(ies): Challenge, California

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA41, CA45, CA52

County(ies): CA: Butte, Del Norte, Fresno, Glenn, Los Angeles, Mariposa, Monterey, Plumas,
San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 7/16/2010

Story:

Challenge Work Center Receives Make-over With Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 4/29/2010)

As an investment in the future and a project funded under the Recovery Act, the USDA
Forest Service Pacific Southwest Region partnered with four Forest Service Job Corps
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Civilian Conservation Centers (JCCCC) and one contract Job Corps to do an extreme
makeover of the Challenge Work Center on the Plumas National Forest.

Project planning began long before the students arrived; center staff conducted site visits and
met with forest staff at the work site. After the team developed a deployment plan and
handled logistics (meals, housing, transportation, etc.), the project began.

On September 13th, carpentry, electrical, and cement mason crews from Angell, Timber

Lake, and Wolf Creek JCCCs in Oregon traveled to northern California to begin the work.
The students and instructors stayed on the project for ten consecutive days, replacing old
shingle roofs with new metal style and up-grading windows to new energy-efficient types;
installing sidewalks, ramps, stairs and parking areas; building a deck; replacing electrical
panels and weather heads; and upgrading wiring on several work center buildings.

On September 28th, floor covering crews from Collbran JCCCC (Grand Junction, Colorado)
and San Diego Job Corps joined plumbing, carpentry, and painting crews from Angell and
Wolf Creek JCCCCs for another ten days of retrofitting the site. They pressure-washed
structure exteriors and painted inside and out. The plumbers and carpenters remodeled
kitchens and bathrooms while the floor covering crew leveled floors and installed carpet and
linoleum in the Forest Service housing units and visitor center.

This project was a culmination of efforts by instructors and field coordinators from the
Carpenters, Painters, Cement Masons and Floor Covering unions who provide professional
instruction to JCCCC students, along with the electrician trade field coordinator from Home
Builders Institute, another national training contractor for the Job Corps programs.

70 students and 22 Job Corps and Forest Service staff were involved in the project. The work
guality and volume as well as operational efficiency the students and staff demonstrated was
beyond the scope of the original plan, according to Herman Wendell, Plumas National Forest
project manager. Wendell played an integral role as the overall site manager and
construction superintendent.

Program Project Name: Regionwide Trail Maintenance Project
Local Project Name: Angeles National Forest Trail Maintenance
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Sunland, Burbank, Arcadia--Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA25, CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 6/24/2010

Story:

Young People Fix Forest Trails using Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 4/20/1010)
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About 300 young people have maintained or repaired more than 100 miles of trail used for
hiking, horseback riding or biking in Angeles National Forest, thanks to Recovery Act funding.

The U.S. Forest Service expedited this project that involved inner-city youth from Los
Angeles Conservation Corps, Outward Bound Los Angeles, and San Gabriel Valley
Conservation Corps.

The project cost $1.5 million and work began in March 2009. Completion is expected in May
2010, according to Howard Okamoto, recreation officer who headed the project.

The young people worked on brushing and maintaining the trail service in many areas. They
set up erosion control barriers—made of rocks, dirt, or wood beams at Pacific Crest National
Scenic Trail, Oak Spring Canyon, Los Pinetos trails, and other areas to divert water from the
trails. Furthermore, they cut back eight to 10 feet of brush blocking trail areas and installed
retaining walls where necessary.

They trained as both crew supervisors and workers.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Fuels Reduction and Urban Tree Planting
Projects

Local Project Name: California ReLeaf

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): multiple

Congressional District(s): CA10, CA20, CA25, CA26, CA41, CA42, CA44, CA45, CA49, CAG2

County(ies): CA: Alameda, Fresno, Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco,
Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Tulare, Yolo

Modified Date: 7/13/2010

Story:

California Releaf Projects Looks Improve Urban Areas Through Greening
(Story posted 4/21/2010)

Urban greening projects help to improve the health and quality of life in densely developed
areas by providing more natural areas, parks, gardens, shaded trails, and urban forests.
Additionally, it helps to increase the use of alternative modes of transportation by greening
and shading bicycle and pedestrian facilities and transit stations, and helps to reduce the
urban heat island effect. The grant will provide much-needed healthy trees through job
creation of organizations like the L.A. Conservation Corps.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Facility Improvement Projects
Local Project Name: Historic Building Renovation
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Glendora, Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA26, CA41

County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Los Angeles, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 7/15/2010

Story:

Young Workers Renovate Buildings Through Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 4/23/2010)

Funding from the Recovery Act stimulus program paid for renovation of an historical Forest
Service building in California, creating valuable job training for local young people who did
the work.

Angeles National Forest engineers contracted with the Los Angeles Conservation Corps to
repaint the headquarters of the San Gabriel River Ranger District Office and two parking
buildings. The district office, in Glendora, is a pre-World War Il historical structure. Paint on
all three buildings was faded, cracking and chipped.

The Los Angeles Conservation Corps provide inner-city young people, who were taught
basic skills from craftsmen on the scene. The workers scraped off and “prepped” the walls,
window frames and gutters. They then hand-painted all three buildings a shiny tan color with
green and white trim. The job took from May to October and about 27 youngsters took part,
according to Alex Lopez, senior for the corps. The work allowed the young people to become
adept at their newly acquired skills.

The Recovery Act funds also the corps to hire contractors to replace a 6,300-square-foot
shake roof on the district building, which was leaking during the rainy season.

Program Project Name: Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic Waste Clean-up

Local Project Name: Forest Service Seeks Comments on ARRA-Funded Blue Ledge Copper
Mine Toxic Clean-up

Region: Pacific Northwest Region
Forest: Rogue River-Siskiyou
Ranger District: Siskiyou Mountains
Nearby City(ies): Jacksonville, OR
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Modified Date: 7/15/2010

Story:

Forest Service Seeks Comments on Recovery Act Funded Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic
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Clean-up
(Story posted 8/8/2009)

Blue Ledge Copper Mine is a toxic clean-up project funded by the Recovery Act (ARRA). The
project, near the OR/CA border, is expected to be complete in late 2011.

The Forest Service is seeking public comments in the next 30 days on the proposed clean-up
activity at the Blue Ledge Copper Mine, a toxic clean-up project that was funded by the
Recovery Act. Comments received will be reviewed by the Forest Service and considered
during the final decision process.

The Blue Ledge Copper Mine site is located on private land over which the Environmental
Protection Agency has jurisdiction. While the site is on private land, in this case the Forest
Service is the lead agency for site clean-up operations because of the identified impact to the
natural resources on the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest.

The Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic Clean-up was funded by the Recovery Act announced by
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack on June 23, 2009 to address safety hazards and
environmental damage caused by abandoned mines. These projects, funded at $19.88
million, are located on National Forests in Alaska, Arizona, California, ldaho, Michigan, and
Montana.

"These projects will provide for public health and safety as we mitigate the many hazards
associated with abandoned mines," said Vilsack. "The cleanup of the mines, located in
watershed areas, also will improve water quality and help to restore natural resources in
areas devastated by mining activities done prior to today's strict regulations."

The Blue Ledge Mine site is an inactive copper mine site located on privately-owned land
surrounded by the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest on the Siskiyou Mountains Ranger
District in Siskiyou County, California, approximately three miles south of the Oregon-
California border, approximately thirty-three miles southwest of Jacksonville, Oregon.

The clean-up will remove and contain the toxic waste dumps, and prevent further release of
hazardous materials to the environment. Construction workers, scientists, engineers,
biologists, and safety specialists will work together to clean the site. Hazardous waste will be
removed and placed in a specially prepared repository, then covered with an impermeable
soil cap and vegetation. The mine site will be reclaimed with imported topsoil, erosion control
structures will be installed, and all disturbed sites would be vegetated. Effectiveness
monitoring will be implemented.

Benefits include protecting the environment and providing improved water for local residents.
Once completed this project will provide a significant reduction of toxic waste material and
provide for a cleaner environment by removing hazardous materials. It will improve the water
guality to Joe Creek and restore aquatic life and fisheries that have been destroyed by the
mine discharge over the last century. The project benefits human health by significantly

Page 145



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

lowering the threats to human health in the area. It will halt the sulfuric acid and toxic metal
discharges directly into the Upper Applegate River drainage -- a tributary to the world-famous
Rogue River.

The Blue Ledge Copper Mine Project will provide an array of construction and heavy
equipment related job opportunities for the private sector.

The Forest Service plans to contract most of the work out through federal government
contracts with the private sector. Under the language of the Recovery Act, the Forest Service
is creating as many jobs as possible to get money flowing through local communities hard hit
by unemployment. The work is expected to be completed by the end of the 2011 field
season.

Partners in this project include ASARCO LLC (Trust), the Forest Service, and Environmental
Protection Agency. The thirty day comment opportunity is being held to allow the public to
focus on recommended removal actions and allow citizens to address their options. The
proposed alternative recommends constructing less than one mile of roads on private land to
access the waste rock piles that are associated with the release of toxic materials. This
material would be removed and placed on private land at a stable repository and covered
with impermeable materials to prevent further release of toxic materials. The toxic materials
include sulfuric acid, arsenic, lead, cadmium, copper and zinc.

See administrative documents for the project at www.fs.fed.us/r6/rogue-
siskiyou/projects/mines/.

Program Project Name: SDTDC Lead-Based Paint Abatement
Local Project Name: Lead-based Paint Abatement and Stabilization
Region: San Dimas Technology Development Center

Nearby City(ies): San Dimas, CA

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 12/20/2010

Story:
Lead-based Paint Abatement and Stabilization Accomplished with Recovery Act Fund
Support

(Story posted 6/4/2009 and updated 10/5/2010)
Lead-based paint was originally applied in the 1965 construction of San Dimas Technology
and Development Center (SDTDC). Paint has been tested to contain unhealthful levels of

lead, and paint is peeling and separating from all interior surfaces of the Development
Building, which contains the Engine 24 station, laboratories, and storage.
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Additionally, ten motorized roll-up doors installed in the 1965 construction are painted with
lead-based paint and are mechanically failing and “red-tagged” as unsafe to operate and
negatively affect productivity, use of the space, and emergency exits. SDTDC proposes to
prepare, abate, and dispose 30,000 gallons of interior lead-based paint and repaint with low
VOC paint and replace ten motorized roll-up doors covered in lead-based paint with energy-
efficient doors.

The project corrects a severe occupant health and safety issue, reduces a deferred
maintenance backlog, and improves energy efficiency.

The task order for this project was awarded in June, and the contract was completed
September 17, 2010.

Program Project Name: San Dimas Technology and Development Center Zero Net
Energy Photovoltaics and Energy Conservation Retrofits

Local Project Name: Spark Arrestor Motor Replacement
Region: San Dimas Technology Development Center
Nearby City(ies): San Dimas, CA

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6gv438u
Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:

Spark Arrestor Motor Replacement to Save Energy
(Story posted 6/4/2010 and updated 11/29/2010)

The USDA Forest Service San Dimas Technology and Development (SDTDC) Program
administers the Spark Arrester Program. The program qualifies spark arresters used on
public land to reduce fire starts from exhaust systems on locomotives, off-highway vehicles,
chainsaws, etc.

SDTDC has a unique spark arrester testing facility, powered by a 1952 General Electric
150hp marine motor.

SDTDC utilized Recovery Act funding to contract with Diamond Bar Electric to replace the
1952 General Electric motor with an energy efficient 110 hp motor with a variable frequency
drive.

The installation was a training opportunity for a new Forest Service mechanical engineer
working on his doctorate.

SDTDC expects to conserve energy with a more efficient motor, thus reducing SDTDC's
peak electrical demand.
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Program Project Name: San Dimas Technology and Development Center Zero Net
Energy Photovoltaics and Energy Conservation Retrofits

Local Project Name: Zero Net Energy Photovoltaic System
Region: San Dimas Technology Development Center
Nearby City(ies): San Dimas, CA

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Zero-Net-Energy Photovoltaic System Contract Planned
(Story posted 5/20/2010 and updated 11/29/2010))

This project will install a photovoltaic system (which converts sunlight into electricity) at the
San Dimas Technology and Development Center (SDTDC). The system will produce enough
electricity annually to meet the center's need, thus making the center a zero-net-energy
facility.

The southern California climate provides an optimal setting to maximize the benefits of a
photovoltaic system. Built in 1965, SDTDC is located in eastern Los Angeles County. An
energy audit has been completed for the center and a preliminary design of the photovoltaic
system has been completed.

Technology transfer is a major part of the SDTDC mission. This project will be used to
provide information to other units about the operation and maintenance of photovoltaic
systems.

The contract was awarded in August to RECSolar, and construction started in October 2010;
completion is planned in December 2010.

* Zero-Net Energy Building - a building that is designed, constructed, and operated to require
a greatly reduced quantity of energy to operate, meet the balance of energy needs from
sources of energy that do not produce greenhouse gases, and therefore result in no net
emissions of greenhouse gases and be economically viable (EO 13514, Section 19(0)).

Program Project Name: San Dimas Technology and Development Center Zero Net
Energy Photovoltaics and Energy Conservation Retrofits

Local Project Name: California Conservation Corps-Inland Empire Service District Energy
Conservation Retrofits

Region: San Dimas Technology Development Center
Nearby City(ies): San Dimas, CA
Congressional District(s): CA26
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County(ies): CA: Los Angeles
Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:
California Conservation Corps-Inland Empire Service District Energy Conservation Retrofit
Work Planned

(Story posted 6/4/2010 and updated 11/29/2010)

This project will install a photovoltaic system (which converts sunlight into electricity) at the
San Dimas Technology and Development Center (SDTDC). The system will produce enough
electricity annually to meet the center's need, thus making the center a zero-net-energy
facility.

The southern California climate provides an optimal setting to maximize the benefits of a
photovoltaic system. Built in 1965, SDTDC is located in eastern Los Angeles County. An
energy audit has been completed for the center and a preliminary design of the photovoltaic
system has been completed. To assure energy efficiency, this project will also include
replacing all the original windows at the center.

Technology transfer is a major part of the SDTDC mission. This project will be used to
provide information to other units about the operation and maintenance of photovoltaic
systems.

A Participating Agreement was executed on June 2, 2010 between SDTDC and the
California Conservation Corps (CCC). SDTDC purchased 936 energy efficient fluorescent
lamps, 85 occupancy sensors, and 44 plug load strips. The CCCs received training and
installed this energy conservation equipment at SDTDC after SDTDC's 1965 HVAC
replacement construction was completed in September 2010.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation

Local Project Name: Camino Cielo Defensible Fuel Profile Zone (DFPZ)

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Los Padres

Nearby City(ies): Santa Ynez

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Kern, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Sierra, Ventura
Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6jods6a

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:
Reducing Fire Hazards While Creating Jobs With Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 5/20/2010)
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Using Recovery Act funding, the Los Padres National Forest contracted with the Chumash
Tribe’s fire department to implement a critical hazardous fuels reduction project along the
Camino Cielo at Santa Ynez peak.

The ten-week project involved a 12-member crew, and was completed at the end of February
2010. Under a Master Participating Agreement signed in 2009, the Chumash fire crew
provides valuable assistance to Los Padres firefighters on local incidents. During the off-
season, the tribal fire crew is upgrading their fire training resumes, maintaining and repairing
equipment, and undergoing physical fithess training. Some members of the crew would not
be working were it not for the Recovery Act-funded hazardous fuels project.

“Our crew spent eight to ten hours a day working on the fuel breaks on Camino Cielo,” said
J.P. Zavalla, the battalion chief for the Chumash Fire Department. “The Santa Ynez peak is a
sacred site for the Chumash and being able to work on the fuel breaks is a special honor for
us.”

Defensible fuel profile zones, or DFPZs, are areas roughly 100-300 feet wide where standing
brush has been removed to create a low-fuel break. They are designed to so that brush is
almost completely removed in the center of the DFPZ, with progressively more standing
brush toward the outer boundaries. This helps the DFPZ blend in with the surrounding
landscapes and creates a naturally appearance. DFPZs are most effective along ridgelines
and roads to maximize their effectiveness during fire suppression.

Once the brush has been cut, it will be crushed using a bulldozer and left to dry. After
moisture levels fall, brush pile burning will be conducted to complete the treatment project.

“This is a great example of how Recovery Act funds are meeting multiple objectives,”
according to Los Padres Forest Supervisor Peggy Hernandez. “It has enabled us to
accomplish important project work related to hazardous fuels by contracting with the tribe
and using employees who might otherwise not be working.”

Portions of the Camino Cielo fuelbreak have been in existence since the 1950s, and have
proved valuable during recent fire suppression efforts. The fuelbreak is designed to maintain
a diversity of vegetation age, size, and density with mosaic patters of unburned islands within
the permimeter. Over time, the treatments will blend in to resemble a natural appearance.

As a result of this Recovery Act funded project, 12 firefighters from the Chumash Fire
Department were employed over the course of the project, creating jobs and injecting vital
capital into the local economy.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails

Local Project Name: Stanislaus National Forest: Calaveras District: San Domingo Trail’'s
construction project is financed by ARRA funds.

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
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Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Calaveras

Nearby City(ies): Calaveras, Hathaway Pines,
Congressional District(s): CA03, CA19, NV02
County(ies): CA: Calaveras, Tuolumne; NV: Douglas
Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/63uzw9x
Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:

San Domingo Trail Construction Project Underway
(Story posted 6/16/2010)

On the Stanislaus National Forest, a Recovery Act-funded project to construct 8.1 miles of
trails and rehabilitate 1.2 miles of existing trails on the Calaveras Ranger District in San
Domingo Canyon is underway. The project will add three more miles to the Arnold Rim Trail,
connecting Hathaway Pines to White Pines Lake.

These trails will be non-motorized multiple use trails for walkers, hikers, bicyclists, and
horseback riders. A 14-member California Conservation Corps (CCC) crew is building stream
crossings, drainage structures, and other trail stabilizing features to protect trail tread. The
project also corrects existing and potential resource damage from erosion and sedimentation
on existing trails.

Javonnta (Tank) Murphy cuts trees and brush while Troy Dorgeloh clears debris along with
the rest of the 14-member crew. This is not an alternative for criminal punishment. The CCC
organization provides an opportunity for young people in tough situations to break free and
gain significant workplace skills, making them better able to compete in today’s job market.

The crewmembers, including two women, were hired with American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act project funds and live in camp for eight days on and six days off. They
sleep in tents and use a trailer facility for shower and restrooms. They prepare food from
their chuck wagon in an outdoor kitchen and eat around the campfire. They share chores in
organized rotation, giving them all a chance to cook, clean, and perform tool maintenance.
While being interviewed, the crew speaks highly of the food, each other and the work they
are doing.

The CCC crew is mostly inner city young people, with hard living and disadvantaged
background stories that contrast with their current work circumstances. Troy, a previous
resident of San Luis Obispo, said, “I was unemployed and had moved back in with my mom.
| wanted to try something different. This is my second summer working for CCC.”

Javonnta, a previous Los Angeles resident said, “| was into a lot of things | shouldn’t have
been. I'm lovin’ the work here; it's awesome. | came from a bad city to awesomeness. I'm
gaining. I've gotten a Chainsaw Certificate, First Aid training and plan to study and become a
seasonal wild-land firefighter or work for the Forest Service.”
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This is a reoccurring theme as the rest of the crew speak of, and exhibit, upbeat ambitions to
become foresters, rangers and fire fighters. More than trails are being built.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Stanislaus National Forests Sweetwater Campground receiving
rehabilitation from local workers paid for by American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA) Funds.

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Groveland

Nearby City(ies): Groveland
Congressional District(s): CA03
County(ies): CA: Merced, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 7/15/2010

Story:

Sweetwater Campground Receiving Rehabilitation With Recovery Act Funds.
(Story posted 6/14/2010)

Defining boundaries to help control vehicle traffic is an important aspect to a well developed
campground. Local workers in and around Tuolumne County, California were hired to help
retire a backlog of maintenance at the Sweetwater Campground in the Groveland Ranger
District of the Stanislaus National Forest. Work crews are laying out and setting up new
campsites at Sweetwater and several other sites throughout the Forest. People were put to
work and maintenance materials were bought through local business to supply projects on
the 899,000 acre National Forest thanks to the Recovery Act.

Ronda Hollandsworth is not afraid of hard work and is grateful for the opportunity to work with
the Forest Service this year. “It's tough work, we start working in the sun in the morning and
move to shady areas in the afternoon to avoid overheating. | enjoy working in the outdoors
and appreciate the opportunity to work in these beautiful surrounding,” Hollandsworth said.

Hollandsworth and workmate Mike Mount follow behind post hole diggers, muscle heavy
timber bollards into the ground, align them and pound dirt around them. Each bollard must be
level, square and the same height with each other.

The projects were planned and led by the Forest Service. The Recreational Deferred
Maintenance Project is the umbrella for at least 18 locations where project work will be
carried out. Many of the projects include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) upgrades to
trails and restroom facilities such as wider doors, flatter and wider trails, ramps instead of
stairs, etc...
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This project includes repair and improvement of developed recreation sites within Tuolumne
and Calaveras Counties on the Stanislaus National Forest. Recreation sites include: Hull
Creek Campground (CG), North Fork Day Use Area (DUA), Sand Bar Flat CG, and Riverside
DUA on the MiWok Ranger District; Bloomfield CG, Hermit Valley CG, Highland Lakes CG,
Mosquito Lakes CG, Pacific Valley CG, Stanislaus River CG on the Calaveras Ranger
District; Fence Creek CG, Niagara Creek CG, Mill Creek CG, Cascade Creek CG,
Cottonwood DUA, Douglas Flat DUA, Sonora Pass Trailhead/DUA, Donnell Vista DUA,
Column of the Giants National Recreation Trail, Clark Fork CG on the Summit Ranger
District; Rainbow Pool DUA, Sweetwater and The Pines campgrounds on the Groveland
Ranger District. Improvements include replacing picnic tables, fire rings, information boards,
and site markers; road improvements, and installing vehicle barriers, ADA upgrades,
recycling containers and animal resistant garbage collection containers.

The project is consistent with the forest's Recreation Facility Analysis. At the time that the
RFA was completed in Dec 2007, there was little or no funding for site improvements;
consequently the only option for sites like Cottonwood DUA was decommissioning.
Cottonwood is a valued site. With this funding we are able to provide improved service at this
location. For other locations, Forest visitors are expected to benefit by improving campsite
conditions, safety and disabled access. Additionally, we will be purchasing a substantial
amount of materials, which will benefit local and distant business and we will provide jobs to
the local economy by hiring temporary employees to install campsite fire rings, tables, and
other components.

Economic Recovery Project Details:

Stanislaus National Forest total: $5.1 million

Recreation Sites Construction: $895,923

Recreation Sites Year to Date (End of May): $91,458.

Project Reference #: CIM-05-07F, CRFR0710

Project Jobs created: 11 full time Summer jobs for crew and 8 Forest Service personnel
performing planning, ordering and managing in addition to their regular job tasks also an
undetermined number of contractor crew will be required for paving and rocking jobs for
roads and restroom construction jobs.

The Recovery Act created a total of 176 temporary forest jobs have been created: 12 Timber
Contractor personnel; 14 Timber Truckers; 82 Trail Workers; 49 Paving, Rocking, Bridge &
Roofs; nine Baker Station (Heritage); nine Campgrounds; one Admin.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Stanislaus National Forests Summit Ranger District is host to Table
Assembly as part of ARRA’s Recreational Deferred Maintenance Project

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Summit

Nearby City(ies): Sonora, Pinecrest
Congressional District(s): CA03
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County(ies): CA: Calaveras, Stanislaus, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 7/16/2010

Story:
Stanislaus National Forests Summit Ranger District To Host Table Assembly As Part Of
Recovery Act’s Recreational Deferred Maintenance Project

(Story posted 6/16/2010)

Recovery Act funding went to hire a workforce to build wood picnic tables and retire a
backlog of maintenance projects in all four of the Stanislaus National Forest Ranger Districts.
Recovery Act funds were also used to purchase materials from local business. The tables
will be distributed to 18 different campgrounds (CG) and day use areas (DUA) throughout the
899,000 acre National Forest for use this summer. The Projects were planned and led by the
Forest Service. The Recreational Deferred Maintenance Project is the umbrella for at least
18 locations where project work will be carried out. Many of the improvements include
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) upgrades to trails and restroom facilities such as wider
doors, flatter and wider trails, ramps instead of stairs, etc...

This project includes repair and improvement of developed recreation sites within Tuolumne
and Calaveras Counties on the Stanislaus National Forest. Recreation sites include: Hull
Creek Campground (CG), North Fork Day Use Area (DUA), Sand Bar Flat CG, and Riverside
DUA on the MiWok Ranger District; Bloomfield CG, Hermit Valley CG, Highland Lakes CG,
Mosquito Lakes CG, Pacific Valley CG, Stanislaus River CG on the Calaveras Ranger
District; Fence Creek CG, Niagara Creek CG, Mill Creek CG, Cascade Creek CG,
Cottonwood DUA, Douglas Flat DUA, Sonora Pass Trailhead/DUA, Donnell Vista DUA,
Column of the Giants National Recreation Trail, Clark Fork CG on the Summit Ranger
District; Rainbow Pool DUA, Sweetwater and The Pines campgrounds on the Groveland
Ranger District. Improvements include replacing picnic tables, fire rings, information boards,
and site markers; road improvements, and installing vehicle barriers, ADA upgrades,
recycling containers and animal resistant garbage collection containers. The project is
consistent with the Forest's Recreation Facility Analysis (RFA). At the time that the RFA was
completed in December 2007, there was little or no funding for site improvements;
consequently the only option for sites like Cottonwood DUA was decommissioning.
Cottonwood is a valued site. With this funding we are able to provide improved service at this
location. For other locations, Forest visitors are expected to benefit by improving campsite
conditions, safety and disabled access. Additionally, we will be purchasing a substantial
amount of materials, which will benefit local and distant business and we will provide jobs to
the local economy by hiring temporary employees to install campsite fire rings, tables, and
other components.

Economic Recovery Project Details:

Stanislaus National Forest total: $5.1 million
Recreation Sites Construction: $895,923

Recreation Sites Year to Date (End of May): $91,458.
Project Reference #: CIM-05-07F, CRFR0710
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Project Jobs created: 11 full time Summer jobs for crew and eight Forest Service personnel
performing planning, ordering and managing in addition to their regular job tasks also an
undetermined number of contractor crew will be required for paving and rocking jobs for
roads and restroom construction jobs.

The Recovery Act created a total of 176 temporary forest jobs have been created: 12 Timber
Contractor personnel; 14 Timber Truckers; 82 Trail Workers; 49 Paving, Rocking, Bridge &
Roofs; nine Baker Station (Heritage); nine Campgrounds; one Admin.

Program Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation
Local Project Name: Almanor Trail

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Almanor

Nearby City(ies): Chester

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Plumas

Modified Date: 7/16/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funding Improves Almanor Trail
(Story posted 6/22/2010)

The Lassen National Forest, Almanor Ranger District, is implementing work on the Lake
Almanor Recreation Trail (LART), paving the section of trail through Rocky Point Group
Camp. With the completion of this section of trail, hikers will have approximately 11 miles of
paved non-motorized trail to enjoy this summer. In addition to this new connection, crews
began work during the week of June 7th on repairing portions of the trail that have been
damaged by root heave and animal holes. Once these areas are “patched,” the older section
of the trail (approximately 9.5 miles) will be chip sealed and the newer section (from Rocky
Point to Canyon Dam) will be fog sealed. All of this work is expected to be completed well
before the Fourth of July weekend.

This work is being completed with Recovery Act funding. If you would like more information
please contact Almanor District Resource Officer Jane Goodwin, at 530-258-2141.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails

Local Project Name: Stanislaus National Forest: Calaveras Ranger District: ARRA funds
temporary jobs to create ADA trails.

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Calaveras

Nearby City(ies): Arnold, Murphys
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Congressional District(s): CA03

County(ies): CA: Calaveras, Tuolumne

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/67w42z5
Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Temporary Jobs to Create Accessible Trail
(Story posted June 30,1010)

On the Stanislaus National Forest Calaveras Ranger District, Don McHargue and his four-
member Forest Service trail crew follow the flags around the San Domingo Creek Canyon’s
crest on a clear 103 degree day in June. They had left the flags earlier in the year as they
initially toured the route following the topographically mapped plan.

Intermittently, a team of California Conservation Corps (CCC) members followed the flags,
cutting trees and shrubs in the initial steps of trail building. The Forest Service crew then
came back with a trail dozer and trail tools to grade, excavate, and smooth the trail to
Americans with Disability Act (ADA) standards. The work will connect the Arnold Rim Trall
with White Pines Lake.

The crew--Owen Ridings, Zach Lichty, Jen Miller, and Mike Ice--use wildland fire tools such
as saws, a McCleod (rake/hoe combination), a Pulaski (axe/mattock combination) and a
Pickaxe (axe/pick combination) to cut, dig, rake, and smooth the trail ahead and behind the
10,000 pound, 57-horsepower Sutter Trail Dozer driven by McHargue. McHargue says they
advance about one third mile a day.

The crewmembers are temporary Forest Service employees from Michigan, Maine, and
Sacramento. The Forest Service crew members were hired with American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) project funds.

The Forest Service work crew alternates work schedules with the CCC crew so that one crew
or the other is always on. In the mornings, they hike in to the remote work sites carrying any
water, food or equipment that they cannot load onto the All Terrain Vehicle (ATV).

Spirits are high as the crew works to unite the trails into one.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Sonny Meadow/Chowchilla Thinning
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Oakhurst, CA

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 7/13/2010
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Story:

Recovery Act Funds Sonny Meadow/Chowchilla Thinning
(Story posted 7/7/2010)

This contract will thin and remove excess trees including limbs from a pine plantation and 70
year old pine stand within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Defense Zone.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation

Local Project Name: Fuelbreak Maintenance-Bass Lake Ranger District
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Oakhurst, CA

Congressional District(s): CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Kern, Sierra

Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Bass Lake Ranger District Improves Health and Fire Risk Through Maintenance
(Story posted 7/7/2010)

On the Sierra National Forest Bass Lake Ranger District, contractors are working to reduce
hazardous fuels and the ensuing wildland fire risk. The total contract is for 112 total acres.

The contractor started work on the first section (Redwood Creek) on March 29, 2010. The
contractor finished this area on April 18, 2010. The unit passed inspection and mapped at 35
acres. Cutting operations stopped due to weather conditions and will start up again in late
July. Nineteen out of the 77 days have been used for this contract. The project is targeted to
improve forest health and reduce wildfire risk in fuelbreaks/defensible fuel profile zones.

Program Project Name: Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic Waste Clean-up
Local Project Name: Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic Waste Clean-up

Region: Pacific Northwest Region

Forest: Rogue River-Siskiyou

Ranger District: Siskiyou Mountains

Nearby City(ies): Medford, OR ~ 40 miles

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Modified Date: 6/11/2012
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Story:
Recovery Act-funded Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic Waste Clean-Up Under Way

(Story posted 7/30/2010)

Nearly $9.8 million in Recovery Act funds have been awarded to Engineering/Remediation
Resources Group, Inc. of Martinez, California, to restore the Blue Ledge Mine site within the
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest’s Siskiyou Mountains Ranger District. An additional
$1.3 million is being provided to the project by the American Smelting and Refining Company
Trust. The abandoned copper mine site located in Siskiyou County, California, has been
leaching toxic material into surface waters for over 100 years, affecting water quality in Joe
Creek and the lower Elliott Creek watershed.

“We're excited this project was selected to receive Recovery dollars,” said Siskiyou
Mountains District Ranger Donna Mickley. “We expect to see numerous jobs created over
the next two years as the bulk of the project is implemented while also seeing the removal of
a legacy pollution source here in the watershed.”

ERRG project manager Brian Wetzsteon indicated the company will be hiring over 20 local
workers and an assortment of heavy equipment over the course of the project. The company
has extensive experience with mine remediation projects, including the Recovery Act-funded
Iron Mountain Mine restoration project near Redding, California, and U.S. Forest Service
hazmat contracts in Washington, Oregon, and California.

Work on the project began the first week of July. The project will entail removal of the toxic
waste material on the site over the course of this year, with reclamation of the site through
erosion control measures, topsoil replacement, and restoring native vegetation taking place
during the 2011 field season. Maintenance of the erosion control structures and effectiveness
monitoring of the benefits of the project on the aquatic environment will continue for an
additional three years. Forest Road 1060 is temporarily closed to provide safety for the
public and workers at the site along this narrow, steep road.

For local new coverage of the Blue Ledge Mine restoration project go to:
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100725/NEWS/7250325
http://kdrv.com/news/local/182686

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Transportation System - noxious weed removal - Spanish Broom
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): San Bernardino

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45
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County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Los Angeles, Madera, Modoc, Plumas, San Bernardino, Sierra,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne

Modified Date: 8/13/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Noxious Weed Removal To Increase Safety, Environmental Quality
(Story posted 8/9/2010)

The contractor will cut and remove Spanish Broom and apply by hand the “Aquamaster”
herbicide to prevent re-growth. All state and federal regulations will be followed to protect
workers, the public, water quality and the environment. Low growing native vegetation will
also be re-established in priority locations. Treatments will continue annually on National
Forest lands until broom plants are controlled within the road prism. Long-term monitoring
and management of treated areas will be necessary to prevent re-establishment due to seed
in soil, long life of seed and its dispersal capabilities.

Spanish Broom is a hardy invasive shrub, which can grow up to 15 feet tall. This plant re-
sprouts after cutting and burning and re-establishes quickly after disturbances such as road
maintenance and wildfires. It is rated and managed by the California Department of Food and
Agriculture as a noxious weed.

Safety along the mountain highway evacuation route is compromised because Spanish
broom plants encroach into the roadway and reduce road width, block the line of sight
reducing visibility and obscure signing. It also grows within cracks in the asphalt and
destabilizes guardrails. The protection of evacuation routes is important to public and
emergency personnel safety in the event of wildfire or other emergencies and is one of the
three priorities of the Mountain Area Safety Taskforce (MAST).

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance

Local Project Name: Stanislaus National Forest and ARRA Renovate Historic Facility and
Benefits Educational Programs.

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Summit

Nearby City(ies): Pinecrest, Sonora
Congressional District(s): CA19
County(ies): CA: Tuolumne
Modified Date: 9/16/2010

Story:

Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Rehabilitate Baker Station

(Story posted 8/24/2010)
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In 2009 the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) allocated funds to the
Stanislaus National Forest. In 2010, the Forest began a maintenance project on its Baker
Station facility. The project in Tuolumne County, California, involves a historic highway
maintenance station listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

On August 19 the Forest and its partner, Yosemite Community College District (YCCD), held
an event to review the renovations in progress. The YCCD uses the site to house its High
Sierra Institute program.

Among the speakers were Pacific Southwest Region Deputy Regional Forester Gilbert
Zepeta, Student Conservation Association Regional Director Jay Watson, Stanislaus
National Forest Supervisor Susan Skalski, Columbia College Vice-President Dennis Gervin,
and others. Also attending the event were actors portraying authors Mark Twain and Bret
Harte presenting an entertaining history of the area.

The Baker Station renovation project is helping to answer the desperate need of unemployed
construction workers with four full-time summer jobs and four Student Conservation
Association (SCA) jobs. In addition, an undetermined number of contractors will be required
for rocking a parking lot. Forest-wide 23 projects are employing about 190 people through
this recovery summer.

The eight buildings at Baker Station facility, originally built in 1930s for the California
Department of Transportation (CAL TRANS) are now part of National Forest inventory and
are being renovated this summer.

Situated at 6,200 feet in elevation in the Sierra Nevada, the site offers a rare opportunity for
forester and student housing and training and internships involving the practical application of
forestry and resource management skills while being engaged in wilderness surroundings.
The rugged furnishings and functions will keep residents and users safe and warm while
affording interaction with a natural forest environment. A bunk house sleeps 17, and there is
a full-service cook house. The supervisor’'s cabin houses instructors, and there is a social
hall where meetings and classes are held. There are also separate buildings for a men’s
shower, women'’s shower, a caretaker’s cabin, and a worker’s cabin.

Project Description:

Built in the 1930s, the weathered 80-year-old buildings are being repainted inside and out.
Two building's foundations are being raised and leveled. The aged decks are being rebuilt
and stained. The kitchen floor will be replaced. There will be repairs to the social hall
chimney, electrical and communications upgrades, and an upgrade to a bathroom to make it
compliant with American Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. This adaptive re-use of historic
buildings provides students with classrooms and cooking/sleeping/bathroom facilities.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges
Local Project Name: Bryant/Fir Bridge
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Placerville

Nearby City(ies): Placerville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/5tjo3us
Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:

Bridge Replacments Provide Jobs, Enhance Safety
(Story posted 9/14/2010)

On 12 National Forests throughout California, workers will replace deficient road bridges with
new bridges and repair bridges with long standing maintenance needs. The work will include
the replacement or repair of structurally unsound bridge decks and railings and painting of
steel structures and approach repairs. These replacement and rehabilitations will improve
public safety and public land access while protecting the natural environment that surrounds
the bridges. This work will also protect public investments by extending the life of existing
bridges and reducing future maintenance costs.

On the Eldorado National Forest, workers are replacing the bridge on 11N10 Road at the
Bryant-Fir Recreation Residence Tract over the South Fork of the American River. The
bridge will replace the existing double-barrel culvert, which is to be removed, with concrete
headwalls. The project is currently underway and should be completed by mid-October 2010.

Program Project Name: Clean-up and Installation of Barriers at Abandoned Mines
Local Project Name: INF - Black Eagle Mine

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mt. Whitney

Nearby City(ies): Independence, CA

Congressional District(s): CA25

County(ies): CA: Inyo

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:
Abandoned Mine Safety Hazard Mitigation Protects Public, Wildlife

(Story posted 9/9/2010)

Background:
The Black Eagle Mine is a historic gold-silver mine located four air miles east of
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Independence, California in the Inyo Mountains in Inyo County. This mine has winter
hibernation and summer roost habitat for the Townsend big ear bat. The only identified winter
hibernation site in the Inyo Mountains for the Townsend big ear bat, this site is accessible
almost year-round and is a popular destination for OHV users.

The purpose of this project is to reduce the safety hazards at this site while protecting the
habitat for the Townsend big ear bats by installing bat-friendly culvert gates.

Status:

The contract for the fabrication and installation of two bat culvert gates was awarded to Mark
A. Temple Construction, Inc. out of Palm Springs, California for the amount of $5,432. Work
began on July 30 and was completed the same day.

Program Project Name: Clean-up and Installation of Barriers at Abandoned Mines
Local Project Name: INF - Rex Montis Mine Cleanup

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mt. Whitney

Nearby City(ies): Independence

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA22, CA25, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, Inyo, Kern, Mariposa, Plumas, Riverside, Sierra, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:
Wilderness Abandoned Mine Clean-Up Underway

(Story posted 9/9/2010 and updated 12/9/2010)

Solid waste is a public health and safety hazard at the Rex Montis Mine, a gold-silver mine
located eight air miles west of Independence, California in the John Muir Wilderness in Inyo
County on the Inyo National Forest.

The purpose of this project is to remove 10,000 pounds of solid waste from the site. Pack
stock will be used, and they will travel on an existing trail. A minimum tool analysis has been
completed, and the proposed project meets wilderness management guidelines.

A service contract for the removal of solid waste from the site was awarded to a local area
pack stock outfitter. Pine Creek Pack Station of Bishop, California,will begin work on
September 15, 2010.

A service contract for the removal of solid waste from the site was awarded to a local area
pack stock outfitter. Pine Creek Pack Station of Bishop, California was awarded the contract
for the amount of $23,336 and began work on this cleanup project in September 2010. The
contractor was able to remove over three tons of debris from the site before snow storms
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made the site inaccessible.

Cleanup work will resume in early summer 2011 when the snow melts and the trail is safe for
pack stock to travel on.

Program Project Name: Clean-up and Installation of Barriers at Abandoned Mines
Local Project Name: INF - Mazourka Canyon Abandon Mine Fencing

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mt. Whitney

Nearby City(ies): Independence

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA22, CA25, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, Inyo, Kern, Mariposa, Plumas, Riverside, Sierra, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Fencing Project Contributes to Safety
(Story posted 9/9/2010 and updated 12/9/2010)

Background:

The Mazourka Canyon area on the Inyo National Forest is a popular area for OHV users,
hikers, and campers, and many of the abandoned mine sites are adjacent to roads and trails,
making them easily accessible. Because these open mines shafts are so close to roads and
trails, they are considered public safety hazards.

The Mazourka Canyon Fencing Project consists of the placement of hazard warning signs
and fencing around abandoned mine shafts, adits, and other hidden hazards. The proposed
project will protect public health and safety by significantly decreasing the chance that OHV
users, hikers, and campers might accidentally enter an open shaft or adit and risk injury.

The project will be implemented through a challenge-cost share agreement with Friends of
the Inyo, a California non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the exploration,
preservation, and stewardship of the public lands of the Eastern Sierra. The project began in
the early summer of 2010 with plans to fence approximately 20 sites in the Mazourka Canyon
area.

Status:

Friends of the Inyo (FOI) completed fencing 20 abandoned mine site in June 2010. FOI
completed the fencing of these 20 sites with a fraction of the available funding. The Forest
Service and FOI agreed that additional abandoned mine sites in Mazourka Canyon would be
added to this agreement. FOI was able to fence an additional six sites in November 2010.
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Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: INF - Mono Basin SAVC Heavy Maintenance
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mono Lake

Nearby City(ies): Lee Vining

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49

County(ies): CA: Mono
Modified Date: 12/9/2010

Story:
Visitor Center Upgrades to Benefit Public

(Story posted 9/9/2010)

The Mono Basin Scenic Area Visitor Center (SAVC) is located in Mono County, California,
near the town of LeeVining. The SAVC serves as the interpretive center for the Mono Basin
Scenic Area and its focal point Mono Lake and the nearby volcanic area. It also serves as
the initial contact point for visitors to the Eastern Sierra traveling south on U.S. Highway 395
and those visiting Yosemite National Park from the east side of the Sierras. Over 110,000
people visit the SAVC annually during the center’s eight-month operating season from April
through November.

The purpose of this project is to complete major repairs and upgrades to the SAVC, including
window replacements, concrete sealing and replacement; and security alarm system repair.
Upgrades to the building include the adding a photovoltaic system as well as a bird deterrent
system to prevent further decay of structural elements that are rotting due to bird nests.

All work will be accomplished through contracts, and five separate contracts have been
awarded to complete the work.

Four of the five contracts were slated to begin on August 16, 2010 and should be completed
within approximately two months. The start work date for the solar system is set for
September 13, 2010.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: INF - Interagency Visitor Center Parking Lot Paving
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mt. Whitney

Nearby City(ies): Lone Pine, CA

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24,
CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45
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County(ies): CA: Alpine, El Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, Inyo, Kern, Lassen, Madera, Modoc,
Mono, Monterey, Placer, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta,

Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity
Modified Date: 12/28/2010

Story:
Parking Lot Paving Enhances Visitor Safety

(Story posted 9/9/2010 and updated 12/9/2010)

In early September, a California contractor began paving the Eastern Sierra Interagency
Visitor Center (IAVC). Located outside of Lone Pine, California, on the Inyo National Forest,
over 225,000 people visit the center annually. The IAVC serves as the initial contact point for
visitors to the Eastern Sierra region, where tourism and outdoor recreation is the major

industry.

Improvements to the parking lot will enhance visitor experiences through increased
accessibility for the disabled and greater comfort and safety. This project will pave, stripe,
and sign approximately 60,100 square feet of entryway, parking area, and service road.

This contract was awarded to William Kanayan Construction out of Rimforest, California, for
the amount of $471,280. The contractor completed the paving in October 2010.

Program Project Name: Wilderness Trail Projects

Local Project Name: High Schools Students Spend Summer Building Trails in the Wilderness
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Truckee

Nearby City(ies): Truckee
Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA22, CA23, CA24, CA25,
CA44, CA45, CA49, CA51, CA52

County(ies): CA: Alpine, Colusa, Glenn, Kern, Lake, Mendocino, Monterey, Orange, Placer,
Riverside, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, Ventura

Modified Date: 9/24/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Local Youth Develop Natural Resource Skills

(Story posted 9/16/2010)

This summer, the Student Conservation Association, in partnership with the Forest Service,
hired local high school students to repair trails in Granite Chief Wilderness on the Tahoe
National Forest.

The five-person crew (and 2 leaders) spent two months pulling crosscut saws, brushing,
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building trail structures, cleaning drainages, hardening stream crossings, and replacing
signs--all the while living in the Wilderness. Alpine Meadows Stables re-supplied the crew
with fresh food, and the students made sandwiches from bread baked daily in a backcountry
oven.

Program Project Name: Installing Barriers at Abandoned Mine Sites
Local Project Name: Jimmy Jean-- Ecological Restoration

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA21, CA22

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 9/28/2010

Story:

Recovery Act to Fund Abandoned Mine Artifact Removal to Restore Environment

(Story posted 9/27/2010)

California has over 47,000 abandoned mines that pose public safety and environmental
hazards. At the Jimmie Jean mine, an abandoned tungsten mine on the Sierra National
Forest in Fresno County, workers will restore the character and productive forest capability of
the area by removing the cabin and outbuildings and trash.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Installation of Flow Meters & Chlorinators

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CAS2

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,

Sierra, Ventura, Yuba
Modified Date: 9/28/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds to Improve Water Systems in Tri-County Area

(Story posted 9/27/2010)
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Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem. This project repairs or replaces select water
and wastewater systems that serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on national
forests throughout California. Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be repaired
or replaced through this project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but
continue to be used beyond their original design life. Maintenance costs of these systems are
high and the backlog of maintenance needs is longstanding. This project will repair or replace
water and sanitation infrastructure such as wells, tanks, septic, and filtration systems that do
not meet current health and safety standards. The public will benefit from improvements in
water quality, a reduction in water consumption, increase in water conservation, and a
reduction in future maintenance costs at the Forest Service sites where these investments
are made.

In Mariposa, Madera, and Fresno counties, workers will install flow meters and chlorinators
necessary to maintain the domestic water system according to State Health and Safety
Standards.

Program Project Name: Clean-up and Installation of Barriers at Abandoned Mines
Local Project Name: Sweetwater Mine

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Mariposa

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA22, CA25, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, Inyo, Kern, Mariposa, Plumas, Riverside, Sierra, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Mine Site Historic Preservation
(Story posted 9/27/2010)

In Mariposa County, workers will use recovery act funds to address historic needs at the
Sweetwater Mine, an abandoned mine site on the Sierra National Forest.

This project involves contracting with a professional historic specialist firm to complete a
report and companion documentation under the HABS (Historic American Buildings Survey),
the Federal Government's oldest preservation program, and companion program HAER
(Historic American Engineering Record).

The work will preserve information about the buildings and features at the historic
Sweetwater Mine before it is lost through natural deterioration and vandalism. It will also
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serve as mitigation for any physical demolition of structures that may pose a hazard to public
safety.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Sierra Water Tank

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Fresno, Madera, Mariposa

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CA52

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Sierra, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Sierra National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Improve Water Systems
(Story posted 9/27/2010)

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem. This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces
select water and wastewater systems that serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on
national forests throughout California. Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be
repaired or replaced through this project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but
continue to be used beyond their original design life. Maintenance costs of these systems are
high and the backlog of maintenance needs is longstanding. This project will repair or replace
water and sanitation infrastructure such as wells, tanks, septic, and filtration systems that do
not meet current health and safety standards. The public will benefit from improvements in
water quality, a reduction in water consumption, increase in water conservation, and a
reduction in future maintenance costs at the Forest Service sites where these investments
are made.

On the Sierra National Forest, workers will repair and replace water storage tanks. These
tanks have defects such as cracks and liner failures that threaten either health and safety or
the actual ability to maintain the storage of Forest's water supply.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance

Local Project Name: Forest Wide Paint Crews --- Central California Consortium
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake
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Nearby City(ies): Fresno, Madera, Mariposa
Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21, CA41
County(ies): CA: Fresno, Madera, Mariposa
Modified Date: 9/28/2010

Story:

Sierra National Forest Provides Job Opportunities through Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 9/27/2010)

Across California Forest Service facilities are in various states of disrepair. This project
includes a variety of repairs such as re-roofing, painting, removal of hazardous materials,
addressing structural deficiencies, and energy efficient upgrades.

The Sierra National Forest Central California Consortium (CCC) has coordinated with the
local Economic Opportunities Commission (EOC) in Fresno to gather a workforce to paint
various buildings throughout the Forest using Recovery Act funds.

Both the public and employees will benefit from improved, healthier, and safer environments
where investments from this project are made.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance

Local Project Name: Demolition - Batterson Paint Shed, Clearwater Gas Shed, Mariposa
Shed, Trimmer Ranger Station

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Fresno, Madera, Mariposa
Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21
County(ies): CA: Fresno, Madera, Mariposa
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Remove Unsafe Structures

(Story posted 9/27/2010)

Across California, Forest Service facilities are in various states of disrepair. This project
includes a variety of repairs such as re-roofing, painting, removal of hazardous materials,
addressing structural deficiencies, and energy efficient upgrades as well as demolition of
unsafe structures or those whose practical use no longer exists.

On the Sierra National Forest, workers will remove four structures that are no longer usable
and not cost-effective to maintain: the Batterson paint shed, Clearwater gas shed, Mariposa
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shed, and Trimmer Ranger Station.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance

Local Project Name: Roof Replacements -- (20 Buildings through out the Forest)
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Fresno, Madera, Mariposa

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Madera, Mariposa

Modified Date: 9/28/2010

Story:

Sierra National Forest to Repair Roofs using Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 9/27/2010)

Across California, Forest Service facilities are in various states of disrepair. This project
includes a variety of repairs such as re-roofing, painting, removal of hazardous materials,
addressing structural deficiencies, and energy efficient upgrades.

On the Sierra National Forest, workers will replace several roofs well beyond their economic
life term. The roofs are leaking and damaging current building structures. Both the public
and employees will benefit from improved, healthier, and safer environments at the sites
where investments from this project are made.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Roadside Brushing

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno, Madera

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Madera

Modified Date: 9/28/2010

Story:

Roadside Brushing to Improve Public Safety

(Story posted 9/27/2010)

This project involves maintenance and reconstruction of Forest Service roads throughout
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California, providing important access to public lands and the recreational opportunities they
provide. Many of these roads are unpaved, and storm events can cause erosion or even road
failure. This project includes improving water drainage on the road surface, removing brush
out of ditches and replacing undersized road culverts. Small culverts under the roads will be
replaced with larger, appropriately sized culverts so storm drainage can safely pass from one
side to the other without damaging the road or the surrounding environment. Larger culverts
also help fish and aquatic wildlife such as toads and frogs pass through the culvert, re-
establishing habitat connections for these fish and animals. This project will improve
downstream water quality through reduction of erosion and sedimentation, thus protecting
threatened, endangered, and sensitive species habitat. This work will also improve public
safety by making critical road repairs that are needed now and reducing the risk of
catastrophic road failure during future storm events.

On this project, workers will use Recovery Act funds to conduct roadside safety brushing
along approximately 200 miles of National Forest Service System roads on the Sierra
National Forest.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: Bailey Bridge Decking

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 9/28/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Bridge Rehabilitation

(Story posted 9/27/2010)

Road bridges provide critical connections between people and their public lands. On the
Sierra National Forest in California, workers will use Recovery Act funds to repair one of only
a few Bailey bridges in service in California. The Bailey bridge is a portable pre-fabricated
truss bridge, designed for use by military engineering units.

The Bailey bridge crossing the Kings River on the Sierra National Forest is below standard,
including the woodpaneling decking with steel plank runners across the bridge. This project
will refurbish the entire decking system across the bridge with steel grate panels and replace
and refurbish any loose or missing bolts and pins.

In addition to addressing public safety issues, this work will also protect public investments
by extending the life of the existing bridge and reducing future maintenance costs.
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Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Hey Joe Roads
Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Georgetown

Nearby City(ies): Pollock Pines
Congressional District(s): CA04
County(ies): CA: El Dorado
Modified Date: 12/28/2010

Story:

Eldorado National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Restore Roads
(Story posted 9/28/2010)

This project involves repairs to heavily used, deteriorated roads on National Forest System
lands across California. This project includes asphalt repair and placement on roads and
parking lots accessing visitor centers, popular recreation facilities, and a snowmobile park.
Some work will be accomplished in partnership with the National Park Service and local
county governments. Erosion and sedimentation into streams and rivers adjacent to the
project sites will be reduced as a result of these road surface repairs. Other project benefits
include improving public safety, enhancing water quality, protecting threatened, endangered
and sensitive species habitat adjacent to the project sites, enhancing emergency vehicle
access and eliminating a large backlog of much needed road maintenance.

On the Eldorado National Forest, workers are grading and shaping an existing 6.72 miles of
native surface roads with an optional 3.63 miles of native surface road. Work also includes
the placement of 5,760 tons of %" road base with an optional 250 tons of AC patching on an
existing chip seal surface and bridge rail replacement on two bridges.

Program Project Name: National Forests throughout California - Decommissioning
Roads
(Reducing Deferred Maintenance, Increasing Water Quality)

Local Project Name: 8N20 Sugarpine Decommissioning
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Amador

Nearby City(ies): Jackson

Congressional District(s): CA03

County(ies): CA: Amador

Modified Date: 9/29/2010
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Story:

Eldorado National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds for Road Work
(Story posted 9/28/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest in California, contractors are grading and shaping existing
0.38 miles of native surface roads; removing and disposing of or replacing existing culverts;
installing waterbars, dips, and rock barricades; and decommissioning 0.69 miles of existing
native surface roads. Work also optionally includes grading and shaping of 0.93 miles of road
and installing culverts. The work will improve traveler safety on these National Forest System
roads.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance
Local Project Name: Decommission of Recreation Facilities

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno, Madera

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Madera

Modified Date: 11/5/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds To Reduce Deferred Maintenance
(Story posted 10/1/2010)

In Fresno and Madera counties on the Sierra National Forest, Recovery Act funds will
support an environmental assessment followed by decommissioning of six developed
recreation facilites as outlined in the Sierra National Forest Recreation Facility Analysis.

In Fresno County, Blue Canyon Visa Point, Kirch Flat Picnic Area, Creek Group
Campground, and Summit Campground will be decommissioned. Madera County sites
slated for decommissioning are Placer and Summit Camp campgrounds.

The work will be accomplished in cooperation with the California Conservation Corps.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation

Local Project Name: Fuelbreak Maintenance - Jose 1 Fuel Reduction Maintenance
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21
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County(ies): CA: Fresno
Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Sierra National Forest Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuels Reduction Work Underway
(Story posted 10/1/2010)

The current drought in California coupled with vast landscapes of trees killed by insects, and
thousands of acres of old decadent chaparral brush has created hazardous fuels buildup
throughout the State. This Recovery Act project was designed to reduce forest fuel and
enhance forest health by controlling stand densities and treating other forest fuels.

On the Sierra National Forest, the commercial logging portion of the project has been
completed. The remaining work includes treatment of forest fuels by hand cutting and hand
piling on the steeper slopes and hand cutting and tractor piling on the machine workable
slopes, which a combination of contract and forest service crews will complete.

The district saw crew consisting of five summer employees supervised by a term employee
will accomplish some of the hand cutting. The district silviculturist will approve the work.

Contractors will complete the rest of the work. A contractor will also complete the tractor
piling.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation
Local Project Name: High Sierra Hand Thinning2- Dawn 800
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Forest Health Benefits from Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 10/1/2010)

The current drought in California coupled with vast landscapes of trees killed by insects and
thousands of acres of old decadent chaparral brush has created hazardous fuels buildup

throughout the State.

On the Sierra National Forest, the Dawn 800 project is designed to improve stand health and
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reduce forest fuels to improve tree growth, increase stand resistance to insect attack, and
reduce the threat of stand-replacing fires.

Contractors will thin the stand and treat the brush with a mastication machine. Larger
diameter biomass will be removed from the forest, and slash will be treated on site. A
stewardship contract will be created to complete this work.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation
Local Project Name: Son of South of Shaver

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Thinning Project Supports Wildfire Protection

(Story posted 10/1/2010)

The current drought in California coupled with vast landscapes of insect-killed trees and
thousands of acres of old decadent chaparral brush has created hazardous fuels buildup
throughout the State. Contiguous buildup of dead and dying vegetation can lead to large,
dangerous and expensive wildfires that can be harmful to Forest watersheds and threaten
surrounding communities.

On the Sierra National Forest, this project is designed to improve stand health and reduce
forest fuels to improve tree growth, increase resistance to insect attack, and reduce the
threat of a stand replacing fire. Workers will thin the trees, and larger diameter material will
be removed from the forest.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Backbone Mastication

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 11/10/2010
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Story:

Recovery Act-funded Work to Improve Forest Health
(Story posted 10/1/2010)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. This project focuses on
thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada region in California.

In the Back Bone region of the Sierra National Forest High Sierra Ranger District,
contractors will thin and brush plantations using mechanical equipment. The contractor may
take the slash as biomass or use a mastication machine to reduce ladder fuel buildup on the
forest floor.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: Kaiser Roadside Guardrails Replacement

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:
Guardrail Replacement on the Sierra National Forest Planned Thanks to Recovery Act
Funding

(Story posted 10/1/2010 and updated 10/13/2010)

On the Sierra National Forest, snowplowing activities have destroyed guardrails critical to
public safety, and approximately 1,500 feet of W-beam guardrail and posts must be replaced.
The work will restore safe operation of a double-lane paved arterial to the remote Kaiser
Basin for very popular backcountry and wilderness recreation opportunities.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Build 3 Helipads-Dinkey Mill, Blue Canyon

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra
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Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21, CA41
County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Enhance Safety

(Story posted 10/1/2010)

A project to improve surfaces on National Forest System lands across California will help
improve fire, law enforcement, and search and rescue response times while improving safety
for responders.

On the Sierra National Forest, workers will use Recovery Act funds to build three concrete
helipads at existing helipad sites. Two are at the New Dinkey Mill Work Center location and
one is near the Blue Canyon Fire Station. Law enforcement, fire, and search and rescue use
these sites frequently. The concrete pads will provide a hard surface for the heaviest
helicopter and stop the dust from creating a hazardous landing zone.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Eastwood Paving

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Recreationists to Benefit from Recovery Act Work

A Recovery Act-funded project to repair heavily used, deteriorated surfaces on National
Forest System lands across California includes popular recreation facilities and a
snowmobile park.

On the Sierra National Forest High Sierra Ranger District, workers will overlay approximately
450 feet of the Kaiser Pass Road that has been damaged by snow plowing and overlay the
adjacent Eastwood Visitor Information Station parking area, which people use during the
winter as a plowed SnoPark area. The Eastwood SnoPark area is the last place on the SR
168 to unload snowmobiles, begin cross county ski trails, and generally enjoy a dependable
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snow play area.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Kaiser Bridge Paving
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21
County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Sierra National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds to Reduce Continuous Maintenance Needs
(Story posted 10/1/2010)

A Recovery Act project involving repairs to heavily used, deteriorated roads on National
Forest System lands across California is making a difference on the Sierra National Forest
High Sierra Ranger District.

Workers are paving the approaches to the West Kaiser Creek Bridge. Currently, sand
washes onto the bridge, adversely affecting the decking and the load-bearing surfaces while
restricting the load transfer of the ends of the deck. The paving work will greatly reduce the
continuous maintenance needs of this bridge.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: North Fork Paving - Ranger Station
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: Bass Lake

Nearby City(ies): Madera

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA21

County(ies): CA: Madera

Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Pave Ranger Station Compound

(Story posted 10/1/2010)
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This project involves repairs to heavily used, deteriorated surfaces on National Forest
System lands across California. On the Sierra National Forest, workers will overlay and/or
seal and stripe the Bass Lake Ranger Station compound in North Fork.

The station compound currently has many surface drainage problems, subgrade failures and
alligator cracking throughout the parking area, which is typical of deferred maintenance work
for pavement. The rehabilitated surface will provide longer life and stop water from causing
subsurface distress.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails
Local Project Name: Tehipite Fire Trail Rehab/Restore

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Sierra

Ranger District: High Sierra

Nearby City(ies): Fresno

Congressional District(s): CA21

County(ies): CA: Fresno

Modified Date: 11/5/2010

Story:
Trail Rehabilitation Work Underway

(Story posted 10/1/2010)

In 2008 the Tehipite Fire burned from Kings Canyon National Park in to the John Muir
Wilderness area managed by the Sierra National Forest, damaging trails in the process.

Work to refurbish the trails in the Tehipite burn area using Recovery Act funds is underway.
In 2009, 200 trees were cut out of the three trails. Now that the downed trees have been
removed, Forest Service temporary employees expect to rebuild waterbars and other
drainage features to bring trails up to standard.

Though the project is in the wilderness, workers will preserve wilderness character by
removing obstacles that hikers and pack stock may go around, and the drainage features will
prevent erosion from affecting the surrounding terrain.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: 9N10 Sherman Canyon Road Repairs
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Placerville

Nearby City(ies): Placerville
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Congressional District(s): CA04
County(ies): CA: El Dorado
Modified Date: 11/10/2010

Story:

Eldorado National Forest Plans Recovery Act Road Work
(Story posted 10/5/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest, Recovery Act-funded road work is underway. Forest
Service roads provide important access to public lands and the recreational opportunities
they provide. The work includes grading and shaping existing native surface road, hauling
and placing 2,500 cubic yards of borrow, installing reinforced concrete box culvert and
corrugated metal pipes, and placing aggregate base.

This work will improve public safety by making critical road repairs that are needed now and
reducing the risk of catastrophic road failure during future storm events.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Eldorado Roadside Brushing
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Nearby City(ies): Placerville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 11/5/2010

Story:

Eldorado National Forest Conducts Roadside Brushing
(Story posted 10/5/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest, workers are using Recovery Act funds to conduct roadside
brushing activities on 285 miles of double lane and native surfaced roads.

Forest Service roads provide important access to public lands and the recreational

opportunities they provide. The brush removal is contributing to public safety while providing
meaningful employment.

Program Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation
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Local Project Name: District Office-Monterey and Mt. Pinos Ranger Districts

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Los Padres

Ranger District: Monterey

Nearby City(ies): King City, Frasier Park

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA24, CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles, Monterey, Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, Ventura
Modified Date: 2/9/2012

Story:

Los Padres National Forest to Build New Administrative Offices
(Story posted 10/22/2010)

Recovery Act-funded construction on new administrative offices on the Los Padres National
Forest's Monterey and Mt. Pinos ranger districts will begin next spring under a design/build
contract.

The single contract--which includes both new district offices--was awarded to a local
company that will subcontract much of the work with small construction businesses in the
area. These 8,000 square-foot Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Gold-rated energy efficient buildings will replace the existing wood frame district offices that
were originally built 40 to 60 years ago.

"When completed, these new administrative offices will enable the Monterey and Mt. Pinos
ranger districts to better serve the public and provide our employees with a first-class work
environment," said Los Padres Forest Supervisor Peggy Hernandez. "These projects will
also meet the intent of the Recovery Act by creating jobs in local communities affected by the
downturn in the economy."

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: ENF Wells & Waterlines

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Amador

Nearby City(ies): Jackson

Congressional District(s): CA03, CA04

County(ies): CA: Amador, El Dorado

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Eldorado National Forest to Repair Wells Using Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 11/15/2010)

Page 181



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem. This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces
select water and wastewater systems that serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on
national forests throughout California. Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be
repaired or replaced through this project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but
continue to be used beyond their original design life. Maintenance costs of these systems are
high and the backlog of maintenance needs is longstanding. The public will benefit from
improvements in water quality, a reduction in water consumption, increase in water
conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs at the Forest Service sites where
these investments are made.

Project work on the Eldorado National Forest consists of drilling, casing, grouting,
developing, testing, and disinfecting four water wells and decommissioning two existing
wells. The contractor will be required to follow all State and local laws and obtain required
permits. The contractor will also install water storage tanks, wells pumps, electrical controls,
pump houses, waterlines and appurtenances.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Eldorado Recreation Sites Reconstruction
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Pacific

Nearby City(ies): Placerville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 1/6/2011

Story:

Eldorado National Forest Upgrading Recreation Sites using Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 11/15/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest, projects to improve recreation sites are underway. Well-
maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas, sanitary restrooms, and
clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

This project consists of rehabilitation/reconstruction at five recreation sites within the
Eldorado National Forest. Sites include the Stumpy Meadows Campground, Ponderosa Cove
Group Campground, China Flat Campground, Bridal Veil Picnic Area, and Silver Creek
Campground.

Work consists of clearing and grubbing; grading of roads, trails, spurs and campsites;
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selective removal and salvage of existing improvements; placing aggregate base; paving;
installing campsite and picnic area furnishings; installing a water line and water faucet units;
extension of a concrete block wall; removal of an existing water tank; and installation of new
water tank.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: 10 Road
Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Modoc

Ranger District: Doublehead
Nearby City(ies): Tulelake CA

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24,
CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45

County(ies): CA: Alpine, El Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, Inyo, Kern, Lassen, Madera, Modoc,
Mono, Monterey, Placer, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity

Modified Date: 12/27/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Travelers
(Story posted 11/16/2010)

On the Modoc National Forest, Recovery Act funds supported road repairs to one of two
main access points across U.S. Forest service land to Lava Beds National Park. The repairs
allowed continued access to a local business, RV park, as well as allowing motorcycles and
small vehicles to access the park.

Project benefits include improving public safety, enhancing water quality, protecting
threatened, endangered and sensitive species habitat, enhancing emergency vehicle access,
and eliminating a large backlog of much-needed road maintenance.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: 12N70 Rock Creek Road Repairs
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Georgetown

Nearby City(ies): Georgetown

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 12/22/2010
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Story:

Eldorado National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds for Road Repairs
(Story posted 11/19/2010)

On Eldorado National Forest roads, contractors are upgrading two existing culverts; clearing,
grading, and shaping; building reinforced concrete footings and headwalls; supplying and
installing structural metal arch pipe and riprap; importing borrow; and placing road base.

This project will improve downstream water quality through reduction of erosion and
sedimentation, thus protecting threatened, endangered, and sensitive species habitat. This
work will also improve public safety by making critical road repairs that are needed now and
reducing the risk of catastrophic road failure during future storm events.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Eldorado Culvert Replacements
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Placerville

Nearby City(ies): Placerville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Eldorado National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds for Culvert Replacements
(Story posted 11/19/2010)

Contractors are removing and replacing existing culverts; cleaning existing culverts; grading
and shaping existing native surface roads; and placing aggregate base on Eldorado National
Forest roads.

This project will improve downstream water quality through reduction of erosion and
sedimentation, thus protecting threatened, endangered, and sensitive species habitat. This
work will also improve public safety by making critical road repairs that are needed now and
reducing the risk of catastrophic road failure during future storm events.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads
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Local Project Name: Kirkwood Lake Campground Rehabilitation
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Amador

Nearby City(ies): Pioneer

Congressional District(s): CA03

County(ies): CA: Amador

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Campground Rehabilitation
(Story posted 11/19/2010)

This project at the Kirkway Lake Campground on the Eldorado National Forest consists of
rehabilitation/reconstruction at a developed campground and its associated access road.

Work consists of clearing and grubbing; grading roads, spurs, and campsites; constructing
parking areas; developing borrow material; placing aggregate base; asphalt paving parking
areas; double chip sealing the entrance road; reconstructing/constructing drainage features;
placing riprap and barrier rocks; selectively removing and salvaging existing campsite
facilities; installing/reinstalling campsite furnishings; and installing water faucet units and
refuse bin pads.

Program Project Name: Carson Iceberg/Hoover Wilderness Trails Maintenance &
Stewardship

Local Project Name: Carson Iceberg/Hoover Wilderness Trails Maintenance and Stewardship
Project

Region: Intermountain Region

Forest: Humboldt & Toiy

Ranger District: Bridgeport

Nearby City(ies): Bridgeport, CA
Congressional District(s): CA03, CA25
County(ies): CA: Alpine, Mono
Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Uses Recovery Act Funds for Wilderness Trail Work
(Story posted 12/7/2010)

The Hoover Wilderness Area located in the eastern Sierra Mountains on the Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest has had trail maintenance work done thanks to the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
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The project employed local youth from Mono County to do the work. Crew members
benefited from the employment, job skills, and the environmental education gained from the
job experience. Providing employment opportunities in Mono County is valuable as it was
hard hit by the economic downturn.

“I've learned a lot of things working; I've learned about revegetation, stopping erosion on
trails, widening trails. It's really interesting,” said Cavanagh Gohlich, Bridgeport Youth
Conservation (YCC) crew member.

Danny Elsey of the Bridgeport YCC said, “I love the job; it’s really cool. And I've also been
saving up for things I've been needing like a bike to get to work. Because | have to ride about
1.5 miles to get to work every day, and it gets me active. The money is a good purpose, but |
also like the job experience. This is my first actual job. And being with the Forest Service
helps me to lose weight, be more fit, and be more physically active. It makes me want to be
outside more.”

Thomas Huggans of the Bridgeport YCC said, “It's helped me become more of a team
player. Sometimes, | have a hard time working in groups. If | need help, I'll ask for help. It's a
team job and it has helped me out with that.”

Program Project Name: Region-wide Facility Improvement Projects
Local Project Name: ENF Roof Repair & Replacement

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Placerville

Nearby City(ies): South Lake Tahoe

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 1/6/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Echo Summit Roofing Project
(Story posted 11/22/2010)
On the Eldorado National Forest, the popular Echo Summit Ski Lodge will have its leaking

roofs replaced using Recovery Act funds. The lodge is near South Lake Tahoe, and its repair
will support the local tourism economy while providing needed construction jobs.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Gerle Campground Rehabilitation
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Pacific

Nearby City(ies): Placerville
Congressional District(s): CA04
County(ies): CA: El Dorado
Modified Date: 1/6/2011

Story:
Eldorado National Forest Upgrading Campground using Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 11/22/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest, projects to improve recreation sites are underway. Well-
maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas, sanitary restrooms, and
clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

The Gerle Campground project includes demolition and upgrade of an existing campground.
The contractor will demolish existing camp units, the waterline, and restrooms, including lead
and asbestos testing and removal. Workers will install new restroom facilities; a water
system, including piping, shut off valves, and faucets; and connection to an existing well and
storage tank. They will also build camp units and install new and existing furnishings. The
campground surfaces will also be rehabilitated, including the road, spurs, and pathways.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails
Local Project Name: Pony Express/Caples Bridge & Trail Project
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Pacific

Nearby City(ies): Placerville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 12/27/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Improve Two Eldorado National Forest Trails

(Story posted 11/22/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest Recovery Act funds supported replacement of two timber
trail bridges along the Pony Express and Caples trails utilizing volunteer labor. The effort
included minor trail rehabilitation work. Local businesses benefited from the purchase of
supplies and materials and equipment rental.
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Trails provide a gateway for people to experience the outdoors and connect with nature
through their National Forests. Trails in poor condition can erode to the point of being
impassible, causing sedimentation in nearby streams and preventing access to public lands.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: South Fork Silver/Lyons Creek Bridge Replacements

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Eldorado

Ranger District: Pacific

Nearby City(ies): Pollock Pines

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Help Repair Deficient Road Bridges

(Story posted 11/22/2010)

On the Eldorado National Forest, Recovery Act funds have helped replace deficient road
bridges with new bridges and repair bridges with long standing maintenance needs. These
replacements and rehabilitations are improving public safety and public land access while
protecting the natural environment that surrounds the bridges. In addition, the work is also
protecting public investments by extending the life of existing bridges and reducing future
maintenance costs.

Contractors will construct two road bridges on Wrights Lake Road (11N26) at Lyons Creek
and South Fork Silver Creek. Each of the bridges will replace existing concrete vented fords,
which are to be removed.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Woody Biomass Phase 1
Local Project Name: Pinecrest Interior Forest Health Stewardship
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Summit

Nearby City(ies): Pinecrest

Congressional District(s): CA19

County(ies): CA: Tuolumne

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Stanislaus National Forest Begins Pinecrest Interior Forest Health Stewardship Project
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(Story posted 11/23/2010)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California.

On the Stanislaus National Forest, Recovery Act-funded thinning work is underway.

Contract activities include felling and bucking designated sawtimber; stump treatments;
erosion control; road maintenance; traffic control; slash treatment resources protection;
improvements protection; and Himalayan blackberry removal, which is a non-native invasive
plant.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Woody Biomass Phase 1
Local Project Name: China Flat Plantation Thin

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Nearby City(ies): Groveland

Congressional District(s): CA19

County(ies): CA: Tuolumne

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Stanislaus National Forest Begins China Flat Plantation Thin Project
(Story posted 11/23/2010)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California.

On the Stanislaus National Forest, Recovery Act-funded thinning work is underway.

Contract activities include felling and bucking designated sawtimber; stump treatments;
erosion control; road maintenance; traffic control; slash treatment resources protection;
improvements protection; and Himalayan blackberry removal, which is a non-native invasive
plant.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Woody Biomass Phase 1
Local Project Name: Big Creek Plantation Thin

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Nearby City(ies): Sonora

Congressional District(s): CA19
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County(ies): CA: Tuolumne
Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Stanislaus National Forest Begins Big Creek Plantation Thin Project
(Story posted 11/23/2010)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California.

On the Stanislaus National Forest, Recovery Act-funded thinning work is underway.

Contract activities include felling and bucking designated sawtimber; stump treatments;
erosion control; road maintenance; traffic control; slash treatment resources protection;
improvements protection; and Himalayan blackberry removal, which is a non-native invasive
plant.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Woody Biomass Phase 1
Local Project Name: Long Shanahan Thinning

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Nearby City(ies): Sonora

Congressional District(s): CA19, CA26

County(ies): CA: Tuolumne

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Stanislaus National Forest Begins Long Shanahan Thinning Project
(Story posted 11/23/2010)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California.

On the Stanislaus National Forest, Recovery Act-funded thinning work is underway.

Contract activities include felling and bucking designated sawtimber; stump treatments;
erosion control; road maintenance; traffic control; slash treatment resources protection;
improvements protection; and Himalayan blackberry removal, which is a non-native invasive
plant.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Woody Biomass Phase 1
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Local Project Name: East West Arnold Fuelbreak Maintenance
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Nearby City(ies): Sonora

Congressional District(s): CA19

County(ies): CA: Tuolumne

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Stanislaus National Forest Begins East West Arnold Fuelbreak Maintenenace Project

(Story posted 11/23/2010)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California.

On the Stanislaus National Forest, Recovery Act-funded thinning work is underway.

Contract activities include felling and bucking designated sawtimber; stump treatments;
erosion control; road maintenance; traffic control; slash treatment resources protection;
improvements protection; and Himalayan blackberry removal, which is a non-native invasive
plant.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance
Local Project Name: Crystal Lake Restoration

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Glendora, Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Forest Service Builds New Restrooms with Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 12/10/2010)

The Crystal Lake campground on the Angeles National Forest has two new restrooms,
offering quality facilities for local visitors and built through Recovery Act funds.

Each is about 600 square feet and replaces lavatories that were decades old, damaged

by storms, and worn out, according to Ricardo Lopez, civil engineer who helped coordinate
the project.
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The restrooms cost about $350,000, and the construction took about three weeks to
complete. About 10 contract workers were hired to construct the buildings.

The projects first involved installing a septic tank into the ground, and then placing a “pre-
fab” building and roof on top of the tank. The end result for each was an attractive dark-red
building with rock-veneer columns in front.

Program Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation
Local Project Name: Rincon Fire Station

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Glendora, Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Forest Service Contracts for Construction of New Fire Station
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Angeles National Forest officials have contracted with a local Los Angeles firm to build a new
three-engine fire station at Rincon Station in San Gabriel Canyon.

The project will consolidate the locations of three fire stations into one location, greatly
reducing operational costs and the stations’ environmental footprint. The project will provide
modern fire facilities, replacing a 1969 vintage warehouse that is currently used as the fire
station facility.

The new complex will increase the station capacity from one engine to three. The project for
the Rincon Fire Station will include a 4,700-square-foot building with two tandem garage
bays, offices, and a meeting room to support up to 21 people.

Also planned are a nine-person barracks and a replacement warehouse for the recreation
staff. The work will include upgrades to existing water, septic, electrical, and communication

systems.

The contract is with Swinerton Builders out of Los Angeles. Construction was scheduled to
begin in December 2010, and completion is expected in summer 2011.
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Program Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation

Local Project Name: Beckwourth Nervino Fire Station

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Beckwourth, California

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA24, CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles, Monterey, Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, Ventura
Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

New Fire Station to Promote Wildfire Protection
(Story posted 12/6/2010)

In September, the Forest Service awarded a $2.4 million contract to Kamada, LLC to
reconstruct a fire center at the Nervino Airport on the Plumas National Forest. The contractor
is an 8a Small Business out of Marysville, California. Green building measures will be
incorporated in the repairs and will include water and energy systems to reduce the center’s
carbon footprint. All work will be completed by June 2012 while allowing for seasonal road
closures to the site.

The design-build project consisting of site preparation, utility installation, (including new well,
pressurized effluent line, power, etc.) and construction of a 4,400-square-foot fire engine
garage/office building is underway. Survey and design work will occur during the winter of
2010-2011. Construction will begin in spring 2011.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance
Local Project Name: Crocker Historic Guard Station Preservation
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Portola, California

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA41, CA45, CA52

County(ies): CA: Butte, Del Norte, Fresno, Glenn, Los Angeles, Mariposa, Monterey, Plumas,
San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Historic Guard Station Preservation Underway

(Story posted 12/3/2010)
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On the Plumas National Forest, a design-build project is underway to restore the historic
Crocker Guard Station. The work consists of structural reinforcement, roof replacement, and
various minor repairs in order to preserve the almost century-old structure.

All improvements were proposed by a licensed architectural historian and approved by the
State Historic Preservation Office. While the majority of the work was completed before
November 2010, the project is currently in winter shut-down.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Brush Creek Water System Replacement

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Feather River

Nearby City(ies): Berry Creek, California

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CA52

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Sierra, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:
Aging water System Replaced Using Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 12/3/2010)

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem. This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces
select water and wastewater systems that serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on
national forests throughout California. Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be
repaired or replaced through this project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but
continue to be used beyond their original design life. Maintenance costs of these systems are
high and the backlog of maintenance needs is longstanding. The public will benefit from
improvements in water quality, a reduction in water consumption, increase in water
conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs at the Forest Service sites where
these investments are made.

In the Brush Creek area on the Plumas National Forest, contractors replaced an existing
aging water system, including replacement of water distribution lines and development of the
existing well. Workers completed the project in September 2010.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
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Local Project Name: Frenchman Lake Water Systems Replacement and Restroom Remodels
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Chilcoot, Ca

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CAZ26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Kern, Lake, Los Angeles, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:
Plumas National Forest Upgrading Water Distribution Systems, Facilities Thanks to Recovery
Act Funds

(Story posted 12/3/2010)

On the Plumas National Forest, projects to improve recreation sites are underway. Well-
maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas, sanitary restrooms, and
clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

In the Cottonwood Springs Campground, a design-build contract to replace the water
distribution system and demolish three restroom facilities and build two restrooms and one
shower/restroom facility began this apast field season. Construction is almost complete and
will be finished following construction shut-down during the 2010-2011 winter season.

In the Big Cove Campground, workers will demolish three restroom facilities and build two
restrooms and one shower/restroom facility. Work in Big Cove Campground will begin in
spring 2011 following completion of work at Cottonwood Springs Campground.
Improvements to both campgrounds were awarded under a single contract.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Lake Davis Water System Replacement

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Portola, California

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CA52

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Sierra, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 12/29/2010
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Story:

Recreation Sites to Get Water System Upgrades
(Story posted 12/3/2010)

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem. This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces
select water and wastewater systems that serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on
national forests throughout California. Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be
repaired or replaced through this project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but
continue to be used beyond their original design life. Maintenance costs of these systems are
high and the backlog of maintenance needs is longstanding. The public will benefit from
improvements in water quality, a reduction in water consumption, increase in water
conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs at the Forest Service sites where
these investments are made.

On the Plumas National Forest, contractors will reconstruct existing water distribution lines
following survey and design work. A single system serves Grasshopper Flats Campground,
Grizzly Campground, the Honker Cove Boat Launch, and the Lake Davis RV Dump Station.
The survey and design will occur during winter 2010 to 2011, and construction will begin in
spring 2011.

Program Project Name: Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest - California
Local Project Name: Dog Valley Mastication

Region: Intermountain Region

Forest: Humboldt & Toiy

Ranger District: Carson

Nearby City(ies): Verdi

Congressional District(s): CA03, CA04, CA25

County(ies): CA: Alpine

Modified Date: 1/12/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Create Fuel Breaks
(Story posted 12/6/2010)

The Dog Valley Mastication Project is located on the Carson Ranger District, Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest in Sierra County, California just west of Reno, Nevada. The project
area encompasses approximately 402 acres of a shrub/conifer mix. The project area has an
overstory of mixed conifer mostly dominated by Jeffrey pine with patches of antelope
bitterbrush, Mountain Mahogany, and green leaf Manzanita. Other understory species in the
project area include some sagebrush, grasses and forbs.
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This phase of the project created fuel breaks on approximately 402 acres that has been
completed. Work started in October of 2010 and was completed by November 19, 2010. A
contract crew (West Forest, Inc.) funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
used five masticators working 16 hours a day 7 days a week to masticate brush and trees up
to 14 inches in diameter. This project helped to reduce the hazardous fuels in the area,
improving general forest health, and will also result in improved wildlife habitat.

Accomplishment of this phase of the project adds to past treatments and future treatments in
the area. When completed the projects will help modify potential fire behavior, enhance fire
suppression capabilities in the wildland urban interface, and reduce the chance of a
catastrophic fire. Thinning and other fuel reduction activities help maintain healthy
ecosystems and can reduce the likelihood of future large, more damaging fires.

Program Project Name: Trail Bridges
Local Project Name: Cascade Trail Bridges
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Mt. Hough

Nearby City(ies): Quincy, Ca

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Plumas, Sierra
Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Trail Rehabilitation Benefits Visitors
(Story posted 12/6/2010)

This project involves reconstruction of trail bridges on National Forests throughout California,
including bridges along the popular Pacific Crest Trail and the heavily used Quincy
community trail system.

One portion of the project includes replacing non-standard, user-constructed bridges on the
Spanish Creek/Cascade Trail, a moderately utilized, multi-user trail close to Quincy.

Trail bridges provide critical connections between people and their public lands. They provide
access over otherwise impassable streams and drainages and help protect sensitive
ecological areas. This project will increase opportunities for Americans to utilize trails,
recognize the health benefits provided by hiking, and connect with the outdoors through their
National Forests.
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Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: South Fork Feather River Truss Bridge, Repair, and Painting

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Feather River

Nearby City(ies): Forbestown, Ca

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA26

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Los Angeles, Plumas, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yuba
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:

Historic Bridge Replacement Benefits OHV Routes
(Story posted 12/6/2010)

On the Plumas National Forest, Recovery Act funds have helped replace deficient road
bridges with new bridges and repair bridges with long standing maintenance needs. These
replacements and rehabilitations are improving public safety and public land access while
protecting the natural environment that surrounds the bridges. In addition, the work is also
protecting public investments by extending the life of existing bridges and reducing future
maintenance costs.

Contractors repaired, re-decked, and painted the historic South Feather Truss Bridge, also
known as the Old Golden Trout Crossing. This bridge serves major off-highway vehicle
routes in the area around the Golden Trout Campground.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Clover Valley Road paving-26N70
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Beckwourth,California

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24,
CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45

County(ies): CA: Alpine, El Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, Inyo, Kern, Lassen, Madera, Modoc,
Mono, Monterey, Placer, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity

Modified Date: 12/27/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Improve Traveler Safety
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(Story posted 12/6/2010)

On the Plumas National Forest, workers replaced the surface and repaired 4.5 miles of
Forest Road 26N70, a heavily utilized forest access route and a "commuter" route between
SR 70 and Janesville/Susanville. The recovery Act-funded prject replaced damaged AC
pavement and sealed the surface.

Benefits include improving public safety, enhancing water quality, protecting threatened,
endangered, and sensitive species habitat, enhancing emergency vehicle access, and
eliminating a large backlog of much-needed road maintenance.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: East Side Bridge Repair

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Portola, California

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA26

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Los Angeles, Plumas, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yuba
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:
Six Forest Road Bridges Repaired

(Story posted 12/6/2010)

On the Plumas National Forest, Recovery Act funds have helped replace deficient road
bridges with new bridges and repair bridges with long standing maintenance needs. These
replacements and rehabilitations are improving public safety and public land access while
protecting the natural environment that surrounds the bridges. In addition, the work is also
protecting public investments by extending the life of existing bridges and reducing future
maintenance costs.

Repairs to six forest road bridges in eastern Plumas County consisted of restoring decks,
approaches, railings, and foundations. Additionally, several bridges received safety
upgrades.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: Eureka Bridge Repair and Painting

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas
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Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Blairsden, Ca

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA26

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Los Angeles, Plumas, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yuba
Modified Date: 12/29/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Help Repair Deficient Road Bridges

(Story posted 12/6/2010)

On the Plumas National Forest, Recovery Act funds have helped replace deficient road
bridges with new bridges and repair bridges with long standing maintenance needs. These
replacements and rehabilitations are improving public safety and public land access while
protecting the natural environment that surrounds the bridges. In addition, the work is also
protecting public investments by extending the life of existing bridges and reducing future
maintenance costs.

Work on the Eureka Creek bridge included painting and re-decking and safety upgrades to
the approaches, including railings and markers. Contractors also replaced the bridge curb
and safety railing.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: LTBMU - Maintain Forest Road 73 Near Tahoe City, CA (North Shore,
Lake Tahoe)

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Lake Tahoe Basin

Ranger District: LTBMU/Tahoe
Nearby City(ies): Tahoe City, CA
Congressional District(s): CA04
County(ies): CA: Placer

Modified Date: 1/4/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Forest Road Improvements

(Story posted 12/8/2010)

On the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, contractor Sierra Nevada Construction
completed 10.7 miles of chipseal work to maintain Forest Road 73 on the North Shore near

Tahoe City to keep it usable for both visitors and Forest Service administrative needs. The
$218,000 Recovery Act-funded project employed 15 workers.

Page 200



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails

Local Project Name: LTBMU - Daggett Summit Trail, Kingsbury Grade near Stateline, NV
(East Shore, Lake Tahoe)

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lake Tahoe Basin

Ranger District: LTBMU/Tahoe

Nearby City(ies): Stateline, NV
Congressional District(s): CA04, NV02
County(ies): CA: El Dorado; NV: Douglas
Modified Date: 1/4/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Tahoe Rim Trail Project Complete
(Story posted 12/8/2010)

A $330,000 project to improve the safety, continuity, and visitor experience for the Daggett
Summit portion of the Tahoe Rim Trail on the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit near
Stateline, Nevada, is now complete.

Richard May Construction built all of the most difficult sections of the 13-mile project under a
Recovery Act-funded contract. This project employed six to eight workers, in addition to the
contractor, starting in early June. All eight segments have been completed.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Morgan Summit Snowmobile Park Chipseal

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Almanor

Nearby City(ies): Chester

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Tehama

Modified Date: 12/27/2010

Story:

Snow Play Area Facility Improvement Benefits Visitors
(Story posted 12/8/2010)
On the Lassen National Forest at the Morgan Summit Snowmobile Park, Hat Creek

Construction Company repaired cracks, potholes, and resurfaced and striped the parking lot
at the trailhead to enhance the recreation experience.
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The Recovery Act-funded project was completed in July 2010.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Swain Mt Trailhead Chipseal

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Almanor

Nearby City(ies): Westwood

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Plumas

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Lassen National Forest Snowmobile Trailhead Area Gets Surface Upgrades

(Story posted 12/8/2010)

On the Lassen National Forest at the Swain Mountain Snowmobile Trailhead, Hat Creek
Construction Company repaired cracks, potholes, and resurfaced and striped at the trailhead
to enhance the recreation experience.

The Recovery Act-funded project was completed in July 2010.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Eskimo Hill Parking Lot Chipseal

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Hat Creek

Nearby City(ies): Shingletown

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Shasta

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Lassen National Forest Recreation Area Gets Surface Upgrades

(Story posted 12/8/2010)
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On the Lassen National Forest, Hat Creek Construction Company restored the Eskimo Hill
Snow Play Area parking lot by repairing cracks, potholes, and resurfacing and striping near
the trailhead to enhance the recreation experience.

The Recovery Act-funded project was completed in August 2010.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Eagle Lake Recreation Facilities Chipseal

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Eagle Lake

Nearby City(ies): Susanville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Lassen, Trinity

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Lassen National Forest Recreation Area Gets Surface Upgrades
(Story posted 12/8/2010)

On the Lassen National Forest, Hat Creek Construction Company restored the Eagle Lake
recreation facility surfaces, which included applying chipseal to the marina parking lot, bike
trailhead parking, and other free use areas.

Workers also repaired cracks and potholes and striped the parking lot to enhance the
recreation experience.

The Recovery Act-funded project was completed in September 2010.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails
Local Project Name: Eagle Lake Trail Chipseal

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Eagle Lake

Nearby City(ies): Susanville

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Lassen

Modified Date: 12/27/2010
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Story:
South Eagle Lake Bike/Hiking Trail Restoration Complete

(Story posted 12/8/2010)

A Recovery Act-funded project to repair cracks, potholes, and resurface the South Eagle
Lake Trail for approximately five miles to enhance visitors' recreation experience is now
finished.

Hat Creek Construction Company finished the work on the Lassen National Forest in August
2010.

This action has a companion project that completed forest thinning restoration that opened
up the trail, increasing the wonderful views of the natural Eagle Lake. The thinning was
funded by grant money from the State and Private Forestry Program.

This project was featured in the Lassen County Times on Tuesday November 9, 2010.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails
Local Project Name: Lake Almanor Trail Rip Rap

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Almanor

Nearby City(ies): Chester

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Plumas

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Lake Almanor Trail Stabilization Benefits Visitors, Water Quality
(Story posted 12/8/2010)

This project involves trail repair and reconstruction of heavily used, non-motorized trails on
National Forests throughout California. In November 2010, Big J Construction installed riprap
to stabilize the Lassen National Forest Lake Almanor Trail to keep it from eroding into the
lake shore to enhance the recreation experience and protect water quality.

The public will benefit from improved trail access and the health benefits associated with

hiking and connecting to the outdoors.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails
Local Project Name: Lake Almanor Bike Trail Chipseal
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Lassen

Ranger District: Almanor

Nearby City(ies): Chester
Congressional District(s): CA04
County(ies): CA: Plumas

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Bike Trail Restoration

(Story posted 12/8/2010)

On the Lassen National Forest, the Recovery Act-funded Lake Almanor Bike Trail Chipseal
Project repaired cracks, potholes, and resurfaced 11 miles trail to enhance the recreation
experience.

Big J Construction Company also completed new construction on 500 feet to connect two
segments of existing trail, finishing the project in December 2010.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: INF - Mono Basin SAVC Parking

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mono Lake

Nearby City(ies): LeeVining, CA

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24,
CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45

County(ies): CA: Alpine, El Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, Inyo, Kern, Lassen, Madera, Modoc,
Mono, Monterey, Placer, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Popular Visitor Center Parking Area Restored

(Story posted 12/9/2010)

The Mono Basin Scenic Area Visitor Center (SAVC) is located in Mono County, California,
near the town of LeeVining. The SAVC serves as the interpretive center for the Mono Basin
Scenic Area and its focal point Mono Lake and the nearby volcanic area. It also serves as the
initial contact point for visitors to the Eastern Sierra traveling south on U.S. Highway 395 and
those visiting Yosemite National Park from the east side of the Sierras. Over 110,000 people
visit the SAVC annually during the center’s eight month operating season from April through
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November.

The SAVC parking area has deteriorated since it was constructed in 1983 due to heavy traffic
and harsh weather conditions. Improvements to the parking lot will enhance visitor
experience through increased accessibility through greater comfort and safety. The project
includes repairing approximately 60,600 square feet of parking area and 0.4 miles of
entrance road.

A contract was awarded to KW Emerson out of San Andreas, California, for the amount of
$187,844. This parking lot was repaved using asphalt recycling. The surface of the parking
lot was scrapped up then ground up to yield a material similar to cold mix asphalt. This
material was recycled and used for the new surface. This project was completed in October
2010.

Program Project Name: Non-Motor/Non-Wilderness Trails

Local Project Name: INF - Lake Mary Bike Trall

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mammoth

Nearby City(ies): Mammoth Lakes, CA

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA25, NV02

County(ies): CA: Butte, Calaveras, Del Norte, El Dorado, Humboldt, Kern, Lassen, Mono,
Plumas, Sierra, Siskiyou, Trinity, Tuolumne, Yuba; NV: Douglas

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Lake Mary Bike Trail Completion

(Story posted 12/9/2010)

A Recovery Act-funded project completes the Lake Mary Bike Trail Project by finishing the
construction of approximately three miles of Class 1 Trail from the Twin Lakes Bridge to
Horseshoe Lake. The Lake Mary Bike Trail is located in Mono County, California, and will
connect the Town of Mammoth Lakes urban core with the adjacent Mammoth Lakes Basin
area. The Lakes Basin is a concentrated recreation area on the Inyo National Forest
containing three major wilderness trailheads, five high occupancy campgrounds, six resort
complexes, and other recreation amenities.

Approximately 7,000 to 8,000 vehicles access the Mammoth Lakes Basin on a typical
summer day. Completion of the Class 1 Bike Path from Twin Lakes Bridge to Horseshoe
Lake, in combination with public transit, will reduce vehicle trips to the Lakes Basin and
provide for multi-modal transportation throughout the Basin.

This project is in conjunction with the Town of Mammoth Lakes, who have been designing
and developing portions of this trail for several years. This partnership will make the final
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construction of the trail possible. A construction contract and two challenge cost-share
agreements will be used to complete this project.

Phase 1 of this project was an agreement with the Town of Mammoth Lakes (TOML) was for
$450,000 and has been completed. This phase extended the ongoing construction during the
summer/fall of 2009 to a logical terminus. After phase 1 was completed, phase 2 began.

Phase 2 of this project is a construction contract awarded to Spiess Construction, Inc. from
Santa Maria, California. The contract includes the construction of 3,500 feet of bike trall,
retaining walls, a box culvert tunnel, a bridge, several bus shelters and pullouts, and parking
space at the end of the trail. The construction portion of this project began in September
2010. The culvert tunnel was successfully installed before the winter weather caused the
project to be shut down until the spring.

This second phase is being implemented through a partnership between the Forest Service
and the Town of Mammoth Lakes. While the Forest Service is administering the contract, the
Town is providing contract oversight and engineering support to ensure the project’s
success.

Program Project Name: Mammoth Lakes Trail Signage Infrastructure Improvement
Project

Local Project Name: INF - Mammoth Signage & Wayfinding
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Inyo

Ranger District: Mammoth

Nearby City(ies): Mammoth Lakes, CA

Congressional District(s): CA25

County(ies): CA: Mono

Modified Date: 8/22/2012

Story:

Forest Works with Partners to Improve Recreation Opportunities
(Story posted 12/9/2010 and updated 8/13/2012)

On the Inyo National Forest, Recovery Act funds are helping recreational visitors find their
way. Located in Mono County, California, in and adjacent to the Town of Mammoth Lakes on
National Forest System lands, this project is a partnership between the Town of Mammoth
Lakes (TOML) and Inyo National Forest. TOML has a network of trails within and around the
town on National Forest System Lands and this project is helping finalize design, fabricate,
and install approximately 175 directional, "you are here" and interpretive signs on this trail
network.

The TOML Trails Master Plan had already identified signage needs and initial design and
style. Through a Challenge Cost Share agreement, TOML has finalized the signage design
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and needs, prepared a fabrication and installation contract bid package, and is providing
guality assurance and contract inspection services for the Forest Service.

The Forest Service put the fabrication and installation contracts out to bid. This project was
broken into two separate contracts: one for the design of the interpretive panels and one for
the fabrication and installation of signs.

The interpretive design contract was awarded to Fallon Multimedia from Kings Beach,
California. This contract is currently underway. The product will be the digital designs of 16
interpretive panels that will be installed on the trail system described above.

The fabrication and installation contract was awarded to Advertising Concepts from Fort
Collins, Colorado. This contract began in August 2010 and has been shut down due to winter
weather. Work on the project will resume in the spring.

August 2012 update: The Mammoth Lakes Trail System signage program funded in part with
Forest Service Recovery Act dollars continues. Local subcontractors are installing hundreds
of directional signs and several interpretive signs on the new Lakes Basin Path, a multi-year,
multi-partner trail construction project providing unrivaled access to the spectacular Lakes
Basin. Since 2010, Forest Service Recovery Act funds have been supporting work to build
3,400 feet of trail, a bridge, and a tunnel along with designing, fabricating, and installing
signs. Local residents and visitors are enjoying the new path that has added 5.3 miles to the
trail system to improve recreation experiences in Mammoth Lakes and the Inyo National
Forest, indirectly contributing to the local economy. This round of project work using
Recovery Act funds will be finished this fall.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Timber Sale Road Projects
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Nearby City(ies): Sonora, Groveland, Arnold
Congressional District(s): CA19

County(ies): CA: Calaveras, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 1/7/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Stanislaus National Forest Road Projects Benefit Public, Resources
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

The six Stanislaus National Forest Timber Sale Road rehabilitation projects were bundled
within a regional Road Storm Proofing project. Roads were repaired and armored to reduce
and prevent erosion and sedimentation and to improve traffic safety and to provide access
for haul vehicles for timber sales. The projects were carried out under six contracts:
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The Sourgrass contract included reconstruction of 15.5 miles of forest roads to restore
vehicle access and reduce erosion. The road system was prepared for a proposed fuel
reduction and thinning project, enhancing the economic viability of the fuel reduction project.
Road work included road drainage features such as dips, water bars, culverts and ditches;
aggregate road surfacing in critical locations; grading the road surface; and removing
encroaching brush.

The Strawberry contract reconstructed 3.4 miles of forest road associated with a proposed
fuel reduction and thinning project, similar to Sourgrass.

The Middle Fork contract restored a 0.6 mile section of forest road associated with a
proposed fuel reduction and thinning project. While similar to the Sourgrass project, it was
more limited in scope but included road drainage features such as dips, water bars, and
culverts; grading; and brushing.

The Stone contract improved watershed and wildlife habitat conditions by restoring road
drainage structures, closing unneeded dirt roads, and realigning roads that encroached on a
meadow.

The Forest Road 3N29 contract repaired flood damage on Forest Road 3N29. The repair
included reconstructing earthen road fill and armoring the road surface while filling banks with
riprap, gabions, and revetment matting to resist future washouts.

The Forest Road 2530/2S02 contract repaired flood damage on Forest Road 2S30 and
Forest Road 2S02. The repair included rehabilitating with road fill and armoring the road
surface and filling banks with riprap for robustness; replacing a washed out culvert; installing
a tapered culvert inlet to resist future washouts; and minor paving to resist future erosion.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Los Padres Road Surfacing Work

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Los Padres

Ranger District: Monterey

Nearby City(ies): Santa Barbara

Congressional District(s): CA17, CA22, CA23, CA24

County(ies): CA: Kern, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
Related Photo(s) Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/story?id=5684
Modified Date: 3/1/2011

Story:

Los Padres National Forest Road Paving Projects Complete

(Story posted 12/10/2010)
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Beginning in May, a series of road paving projects were initiated on Los Padres National
Forest thanks to funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
Existing roads, fire stations, and campgrounds were all improved under the additional funding
through the use of contractors.

The work included 5,225 tons of asphalt paving, more than 310,000 square feet of asphalt
sealing, and the installation of 45 highways signs and markers. Four fire stations were sealed
and/or paved along with six campgrounds and day use areas. Many of these improvement
projects were badly in need of work, and the infusion of additional capital enabled the Forest
to bring these roads and parking areas up to standard.

“The quality of the work performed by the contractors was second to none,” according to Bob
Jarvis, Los Padres forest transportation system manager. “The intent of the Recovery Act
was to put people back to work, and in this case, that is exactly what it did. They did an
outstanding job on this.”

The total amount of money directed to Forest road improvements was $977,101. All road
improvement projects were completed by November 19, 2010.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Facility Improvement Projects

Local Project Name: San Bernardino National Forest Supervisor's Office Energy Efficiency
Upgrades

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): San Bernardino
Congressional District(s): CA41
County(ies): CA: San Bernardino
Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

San Bernardino National Forest Supervisor's Office Gets Energy-efficient Upgrades
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

On the San Bernardino National Forest, a Recovery Act-funded project employed
approximately 24 individuals to replace the building’s outdated single-pane windows with
energy efficient double-pane windows and modify the heating, ventilating, and air
conditioning (HVAC) systems.

The project work plan was approved, funding obligated, and the contract was completed in
early June--on-time and on-budget. The improvements should reduce building utility costs.
Southern California Edison has already credited the Forest with utility bill rebates for energy
conservation.
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Program Project Name: Renewable Energy Co-generation Facilities Northwest
California

Local Project Name: Renewable Energy Cogen Facility - Buena Vista Power
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): lone

Congressional District(s): CA03

County(ies): CA: Amador

Modified Date: 12/17/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Renewable Energy Power Generation Facility Development
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

The Buena Vista Biomass Power (BVBP) is an 18-megawatt electric generation facility that is
currently being re-powered as a long-term sustainable biomass renewable energy power
generation facility located in Buena Vista, California. A substantial capital investment has
been required prior to a safe, reliable, and environmentally-responsible commercial operation
can begin. When in service BVBP will generate enough renewable energy to sustain
approximately 16,000 homes and will consume approximately 210,000 tons of woody
biomass fuel.

During construction over fifty (50) skilled and unskilled jobs will be created. When the plant is
operational it is anticipated that approximately 90 jobs will be created, including 20 full-time
jobs at the site to operate and maintain the facility.

Recovery Act funds were used to purchase equipment to modernize the existing facility that
had previously processed coal and reconfigure the facility to utilize renewable woody
biomass as the only fuel source. Prior to re-starting the project, BVBP will coordinate with
local, county, state, and federal agencies in the review and modification of existing operating
permits.

The re-powering investment will include substantial efficiency upgrades; a completely
integrated emissions system embracing best available control technology; a biomass fuel
handling system; and an energy-management and operating control system. The permits
guide each activity from construction to on-going project operation to ensure that it is handled
in a safe, reliable manner and meets or exceeds environment standards as set by the various
oversight agencies.

Before becoming operational, the facility must complete the permitting and certification
process and complete the needed environmental analysis.

BVBP will facilitates forest management by utilizing woody biomass from nearby forests. It
creates the opportunity for promote sustainable management practices by having a market
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for the woody biomass products generated as a result of forest management activities.

The project will provide the following societal benefits: improved air quality, reduced landfill
waste, a market for hazardous forest fuels, economic development, a carbon neutral
footprint, and contribution to the tax base.

Shasta, Lassen, Modoc, Siskiyou, and Plumas counties will benefit from this project with an
expected completion date of late July 2011.

Program Project Name: Renewable Energy Co-generation Facilities Northwest
California

Local Project Name: Renewable Energy Cogen Facilities - Blue Lake Power
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): Eureka, CA

Congressional District(s): CAO01

County(ies): CA: Humboldt

Modified Date: 2/8/2012

Story:

Forest Service Recovery Act Funds Renewable Energy Restart Project
(Story posted 12/10/2010 and updated 2/8/2012)

In mid-2010, the Blue Lake Power Restart Project opened a 12-megawatt plant that had
been idle since 1999. In 2008 a group of investors called Renewable Energy Providers and
minority owner Land Gas Technology bought Blue Lake Power. The business ran into
financing problems during the height of the economic crisis and stockpiled wood chips sat in
the yard for months.

Recovery Act funds were used to purchase equipment to modernize the existing facility. The
re-powering investment in equipment allowed for the handling of biomass, a renewable
energy source, unlike natural gas or coal.

Blue Lake Power coordinated the restart with the North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District. The power plant in the Blue Lake business park pays about $100,000
to the city annually in rent. Blue Lake Power has now paid $160,000 to the City of Blue Lake
owed for its lease, its water and sewer bill, and other expenses. That money has been built
into the city’s annual budget, avoiding cuts the city would have had to make without this
payment.

Blue Lake Power has a power purchase agreement with San Diego Gas and Electric, which
can use it as an addition to its renewable energy portfolio.
At the startup the plant had about five months of chips on hand to begin the wood-to-energy

Page 212



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

conversion.

The Blue Lake facility had been operational since mid-2010, and the plant is connected to the
California Independent System Operator power grid. The plant was making power at the time
the grant was closed in summer 2011 but is now shut down and seeking more financing to
complete additional overhauls.

When the plant is operational, 10 people will be employed at the facility. The plant will
indirectly support other jobs such as vendors and suppliers. The project is providing long-
term benefits to the following communities in Humboldt County: Blue Lake, McKinleyville,
Eureka, Arcata, and Willow Creek.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Old Ridge Route Construction
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Castaic

Congressional District(s): CA22

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 1/7/2011

Story:

Contractors work with Forest Service to Repair Historic Highway in California
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

A National historic highway north of Los Angeles has been given a new lease on life through
the use of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act project dollars. A portion of the Old
Ridge Route, built in 1915 and later paved with concrete, had deteriorated over the decades.

This historic route originally connected Bakersfield and Los Angeles. Today I-5 serves this
purpose for the commuting public. The route continues to be a favorite with historians,
vintage car enthusiasts, and recreationists. The route also provides access to major utility
corridors.

As a Recovery Act project, the Angeles National Forest contracted with Kanayan
Construction, a small business, for extensive restoration work on a mile and a half stretch of
the highway, north of Lake Castaic. The project contract was $416,000, which provided work
for six Kanayan employees, three of whom were new hires.

The Old Ridge Route had slowly declined over its 90 years of life and was heavily damaged
by winter storms in 2005. The project included the restoration of a portion of the highway to

replicate the original concrete construction. The workers repaired and replaced existing road
drains; removed overgrown brush and vegetation; and replaced concrete road surfacing that
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had disintegrated.

The project was completed September 17, 2010.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project
Local Project Name: Granite Saw Log Biomass - Removal/Thinning
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Nearby City(ies): Sonora, CA

Congressional District(s): CA03

County(ies): CA: Stanislaus

Modified Date: 6/21/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-Funded Biomass Project Benefits Natural Resources, Economy
(Story posted 6/14/2011)

In many forested regions in the western United States, including the Sierra Nevada, there
has been a significant increase in the growth of small-diameter trees and understory
vegetation. Overstocked stands can increase the risk of insect, disease, fire, and drought
damage, and they are costly to manage. Finding economical and marketable uses for this
material, called biomass, can help alleviate these problems and could provide opportunities
for local communities to benefit while helping to offset forest management costs.

The Granite Saw Log Biomass project on the Stanislaus National Forest generated material
that helped retain more than 200 jobs involving truckers, loggers, and production facility
workers. Recovery Act funds paid for 185 acres of plantation thinning within a much bigger
contract. The total contract thinned 2,639 acres of plantation and 128 acres of natural stands;
masticated 40 acres; and completed 307 road construction items. The project removed more
than 58,150 tons of biomass and 20,964 CCF of sawlogs. Approximately 1,800 CCF of
sawlogs was removed from the 185 acres of Recovery Act thinning.

The pine sawlogs were trucked to the Sierra Forest Products sawmill in Terra Bella to be
processed into dimensional lumber. The biomass was delivered to Pacific Ultra Power in
Chinese Camp. A portion of the smaller sawlogs and biomass logs went to California Wood
Shavings in Tuolumne County to be processed into wood shavings for animal bedding.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: SRF - Lower Trinity, Salyer Compound Paving
Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Six Rivers
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Ranger District: Lower Trinity
Nearby City(ies): Willow Creek, CA
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Trinity

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Six Rivers National Forest Paves Guard Station Roads
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

This Recovery Act-funded project was designed to repair all asphalt and native surface or
aggregate surface roads currently existing at the Forest Service Salyer Guard Station in
Salyer, California, on the Six Rivers National Forest.

Maintenance and repair within the scope of this project was determined to be as follows:
 Patch potholes (“digouts”)

* Apply two inches of overlay (additional) asphalt to all previously

black-topped, native, or aggregate surfaces within the footprint of the Salyer Guard Station
* Crack seal and fog seal where needed throughout all asphalt surfaces within the guard
station footprint

* Restore/repaint all parking and traffic lines where needed throughout all asphalt surfaces
within the guard station footprint

Work was completed in summer 2010.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: SRF - Orleans Lower Parking Lot Paving
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Six Rivers

Ranger District: Orleans

Nearby City(ies): Willow Creek, CA

Congressional District(s): CAO01

County(ies): CA: Humboldt

Modified Date: 12/22/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Pave Gravel Parking Lot
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

This project involves repairs to heavily used, deteriorated roads on National Forest lands
across California. This project includes asphalt repair and placement on roads and parking
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lots accessing visitor centers, popular recreation facilities, and a snowmobile park.

Contractors paved the Orleans Ranger District gravel parking lot in the summer of 2010.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Road Maintenance Projects
Local Project Name: Six Rivers NF Roadside brushing project

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Six Rivers

Nearby City(ies): Eureka, CA

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02

County(ies): CA: Del Norte, Humboldt, Siskiyou, Trinity

Modified Date: 12/23/2010

Story:

Forest-wide Brush Removal Project Improves Traveler Safety
(Story posted 12/10/2010)

The Six Rivers National Forest roadside brush removal project was one of the first projects
funded on the Forest under the Recovery Act.

A large backlog of deferred maintenance in brush removal was identified on the Forest, and
in March 2009 the Six Rivers received $1,014,000 in Recovery Act funds to remove brush
along 749 miles of forest roads.

The brushing work was completed in 2010 across four counties.

Road safety is a major benefit, as removing brush improves visibility along roadways,
especially around turns. Fire safety is another benefit because removing brush helps roads
function as firebreaks and improves access for firefighters in case of fire. From a natural
resource standpoint, opening up roads makes it possible for Forest Service employees to get
out and identify road maintenance and restoration needs on the forest that should be
addressed to prevent resource damage.

Program Project Name: Wilderness Trail Projects

Local Project Name: Partnership Marble Mountain, Russian and Siskiyou Wilderness Trall
Repair -- Cook 2010

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Klamath

Nearby City(ies): Happy Camp and Etna, CA
Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Modified Date: 1/5/2011
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Story:

CCC Alumnus Cooks in the Wilderness for a Trail Crew
(Story posted 12/15/2010)

Recovery Act funds are providing support for youth trail crews on the Klamath National
Forest. A contract cook was hired to prepare nutritious meals for a 14-17 person
backcountry California Conservation Corps (CCC) trail crew. The crew members ranged in
age from 18 to 24 years old and worked for 17 weeks between May and September 2010.

The cook, Emily Linders, lived and worked with the crew in three remote wilderness areas:
Marble Mountain Wilderness, Siskiyou Wilderness and Russian Wilderness. Camps were
located up to six miles from the nearest trailhead. All groceries and kitchen supplies were
hauled in on pack animals.

Emily, an alumnus of the CCC backcountry program, knew what to expect when living and
working in the backcountry. The previous year she worked as a CCC crew member on
several trail projects on the Klamath National Forest.

This contract is part of a larger trail maintenance project on the Klamath National Forest that
will utilize youth crews in 2010 and 2011 to improve ~38 miles of trails that were adversely
affected by delayed maintenance or by wildfire. The objective of the project is to increase
public safety and improve watershed conditions and access to remote wilderness areas.

Program Project Name: Wilderness Trail Projects

Local Project Name: Partnership Marble Mountain, Russian and Siskiyou Wilderness Trall
Repair -- Pack Support Contracts

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Klamath

Nearby City(ies): Happy Camp, CA and Etna, CA
Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Funds to Provide Support for Youth Trail Crews on the Klamath National
Forest in 2010 and 2011

(Story posted 12/15/2010)
Two local contract packers are providing pack stock to carry materials and supplies to crews

maintaining trails in the Marble Mountain, Siskiyou, and Russian wilderness areas on the
Klamath National Forest.
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Local contractors are using pack stock to carry materials, tools, and provisions, including
groceries and kitchen supplies, in to youth crews maintaining trails in the Marble Mountain,
Siskiyou, and Russian wilderness areas. The ongoing seasonal project is employing youth
crews to improve 38 miles of trails adversely affected by delayed regular maintenance or
wildfires.

The project is enhancing public safety, improving watershed conditions, and reducing the
Forest's deferred maintenance backlog while providing youth between the ages of 18 to 24
with work opportunities and job training. Wilderness trail restoration is highly labor intensive
and requires using hand tools and other non-mechanized equipment that also calls for pack
stock delivery. Work will continue in spring 2011 for another field season.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Perazzo Watershed Improvement Project

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Truckee

Nearby City(ies): 10 miles north of Truckee

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45

County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Los Angeles, Madera, Modoc, Plumas, San Bernardino, Sierra,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne

Modified Date: 1/7/2011

Story:

Perazzo Meadows Undergoes Restoration Using Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 1/6/2011)

Perazzo Meadows, on the east side of the Tahoe National Forest, is undergoing restoration
after 100 years of deterioration due to historic dairy operations and development of canals
and railroad grades. Dairy operations diverted the stream from its original channel, initiating a
chain of events leading to the meadow deterioration.

This project has been in the planning stages for many years as a partnership between the
Forest Service, the Truckee River Watershed Council (TRWC), the Truckee Donner Land
Trust, and the Sierra Nevada Conservancy.

American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funds to both the Forest Service and the TRWC
were combined to fund this project at approximately $800,000 for both the upper meadow in
2009 and the middle meadow restoration and monitoring.

The stream channel through the meadow has been down-cutting and widening, thus lowering
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the water table (as evidenced by the presence of sagebrush). This in turn has led to warm
water temperatures, a decrease in trout populations, and high run-off, which continues to
down-cut the streambed. The project is designed to reduce the energy of the water and slow
it down so that it will flood the banks of the channel and spread over the entire meadow,
raising the water table.

Tractors and backhoes built plugs (or mini earthen barriers) in the existing stream channel.
In 2009, contractors built 30 plugs along the 1.5 mile stretch of the upper meadow, and in
2010, they built 38 plugs along 1.75 miles of stream in the middle meadow. During the winter,
these plugs cause the stream to flood the meadow, raise the water table to make the water
more accessible to the vegetation, and keep it longer in the meadow.

This action is a matter of timing, not the amount of water. If the meadow can hold onto the
water longer and release it slowly, the meadow will recover. It will take approximately three
years after the work has been completed for the meadow vegetation to recover. This plug
and pond system is expected to raise the water table three feet or more, enhancing the
health of the meadow and the habitat for various species of wildlife.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: White Cloud Day Use Area Demolition
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): 10 Miles East of Nevada City

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Kern, Lake, Los Angeles, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 1/14/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Help Decommission Targeted Facilities
(Story posted 1/6/2011)

On the Tahoe National Forest, Recovery Act-funded projects to improve recreation sites are
underway. In addition, workers are removing outdated sites in poor condition that have been
identified as no longer needed for numerous reasons. Well-maintained recreation facilities,
including accessible picnic areas, sanitary restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance
visitor enjoyment.

The Tahoe National Forest Recreation Facility Analysis identified the White Cloud Day Use

Area as a site to be decommissioned. Contractors demolished the picnic ground, removing
asphalt, picnic facilities, and restrooms and returning the ground to natural conditions.
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Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Oregon Creek Day Use Site Improvement
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): 5 Miles south of Camptonville

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Kern, Lake, Los Angeles, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 1/12/2011

Story:

Recreation Improvements Support Visitor Enjoyment, Protect Resources
(Story posted 1/6/2011)

On the Tahoe National Forest, Recovery Act-funded projects to improve recreation sites are
underway. Well-maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas, sanitary
restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

Contractors reconstructed the Oregon Creek Day Use Area to provide better picnic facilities
and parking with emphasis on improving accessibility for people of all abilities. A storm water
protection plan was developed and implemented to handle drainage and minimize erosion.

The finished project has improved visitors' experiences, thus supporting the local tourism
economy. The storm water protection work is protecting resources.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Yuba Pass and Upper Little Truckee Campground Improvements
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Sierraville is about 13 miles from both campgrounds

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Kern, Lake, Los Angeles, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 1/7/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds to Support Campground Reconstruction
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(Story posted 1/6/2011)

On the Tahoe National Forest, Recovery Act-funded projects to improve recreation sites are
underway. Well-maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas, sanitary
restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

Contractors will reconstruct both Yuba Pass and Upper Little Truckee campgrounds to
improve accessibility and complete deferred maintenance. The improvements to these Sierra
County campgrounds will benefit people of all abilities.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Installation of Concrete Vault Toilet Buildings
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Sierraville is about 13 miles from both Upper Little Truckee and Yuba Pass
Campgrounds. Camptonville is about 5 miles from Oregon Creek Day Use Area

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Kern, Lake, Los Angeles, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 1/14/2011

Story:

New Facilities Benefit Recreationists

(Story posted 1/6/2011)

On the Tahoe National Forest, Recovery Act-funded projects projects to improve recreation
sites are underway. Well-maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas,
sanitary restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

Contractors replaced six restroom buildings at Yuba Pass Campground, Upper Little Truckee
Campground, and Oregon Creek Day Use Area.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Campground Toilet Demolition

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Sierraville is about 13 miles from both Yuba Pass and Upper Little Truckee
Campground. Camptonville is about 5 miles from Oregon Creek Day Use Area

Congressional District(s): CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA45, CA49
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County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Kern, Lake, Los Angeles, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 1/7/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Tahoe National Forest Removal of Outdated Facilities
(Story posted 1/6/2011)

On the Tahoe National Forest, Recovery Act-funded projects to improve recreation sites are
underway. Well-maintained recreation facilities, including accessible picnic areas, sanitary
restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

Contractors removed four restroom buildings in poor condition at the Yuba Pass
Campground, Upper Little Truckee Campground, and the Oregon Creek Day Use Area.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Union Flat Water System Rehabilitation

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Nearby City(ies): Six miles east of Downieville

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CAB2

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Sierra, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
New Well, Water Tank to Improve Potable Water Supply at Union Flat Campground

(Story posted 1/7/2011)

To provide a more consistent and potable water supply for Union Flat Campground, located
six miles east of Downieville, California, workers will drill a new well and install a new water
tank. The campground is located in Sierra County along Hwy 49 and the North Yuba River.

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem.

The Union Flat Campground work is one portion of a $1.01 million wastewater system health

and safety project funded by Forest Service Recovery Act dollars that is being conducted
across several national forests throughout California.
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This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces select water and wastewater systems that

serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on national forests throughout California.
Most of the water and wastewater systems that will be repaired or replaced through this

project were constructed between the 1930s and 1960s, but continue to be used beyond
their original design life.

Maintenance costs of these systems are high, and the maintenance backlog needs are
longstanding. This project is repairing or replacing water and sanitation infrastructure such as
wells, tanks, septic, and filtration systems that do not meet current health and safety
standards. The public will benefit from improvements in water quality, a reduction in water
consumption, an increase in water conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs
at Forest Service sites where these investments are made.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Forest-wide Water System Rehabilitation

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): Lytle Creek, Wrightwood, Happy Jack, Forest Falls, Mountain Home Village,
Angelus Oaks, Crestline, Lake Arrowhead, Running Springs, Fawnskin, Big Bear, Hemet,
Banning, Palm Springs, Idyllwild

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43, CA45
County(ies): CA: Riverside, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Forest-wide Water System Improvements Underway at San Bernardino National Forest
(Story posted 1/13/2011)

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem.

This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces select water and wastewater systems that
serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on national forests throughout California.
Workers constructed most of the water and wastewater systems that will be repaired or
replaced through this project between the 1930s and 1960s, but they continue to be used
beyond their original design life.

Maintenance costs of these systems are high and the backlog of maintenance needs is
longstanding. This project is repairing or replacing water and sanitation infrastructure such as
wells, tanks, septic, and filtration systems that do not meet current health and safety
standards. The public will benefit from improvements in water quality, a reduction in water
consumption, an increase in water conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs
at Forest Service sites where these investments are made.
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In San Bernardino National Forest, located in California’s Riverside and San Bernardino
counties, forest-wide water system improvements at recreation and administrative sites are
underway. Chlorinators, cleaning tanks, repairing lids, and replacing valves, tanks, and
waterlines is anticipated. Funds were awarded in September 2010, with work expected to be
completed by September 2011.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety

Local Project Name: Loma Rica Sweer Repair - emergency Command Center wastewater
disposal improvements

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Tahoe
Nearby City(ies): 3 miles east of Grass Valley

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24, CA25, CA26,
CA27, CA41, CA44, CA45, CA49, CAS2

County(ies): CA: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Lassen, Los Angeles, Monterey, Nevada,
Orange, Plumas, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Sierra, Ventura, Yuba

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds New Septic System at Emergency Command Center
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Providing safe drinking water and protecting public health and the environment through the
proper treatment of wastewater is an increasingly important issue, particularly in California,
where water shortages are a growing problem.

This Recovery Act project repairs or replaces select water and wastewater systems that
serve heavily used recreation areas and offices on national forests throughout California.
Workers constructed most of the water and wastewater systems that will be repaired or
replaced through this project between the 1930s and 1960s, but they continue to be used
beyond their original design life.

Maintenance costs of these systems are high and the backlog of maintenance needs is
longstanding. This project is repairing or replacing water and sanitation infrastructure such as
wells, tanks, septic, and filtration systems that do not meet current health and safety
standards. The public will benefit from improvements in water quality, a reduction in water
consumption, an increase in water conservation, and a reduction in future maintenance costs
at Forest Service sites where these investments are made.

At the emergency command center in Nevada County, crews will bring the septic system up
to current standards and increase capacity at the command center for the Forest Service and

CAL FIRE, the Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit, who both share use of the facility. The project will
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also include repaving of the parking area at the complex.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation

Local Project Name: Loyalton Pines Fuelbreak

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Sierraville

Nearby City(ies): 4 miles from the town of Loyalton

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Kern, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Sierra, Ventura
Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:
Workers Thin Thick Pine, Fir Stands on Tahoe National Forest to Reduce Wildfire Risk

(Story posted 1/14/2011)

The current drought in California, coupled with vast landscapes of trees killed by insects and
thousands of acres of old decadent chaparral brush, has created hazardous fuels buildup
throughout the state. Contiguous buildup of dead and dying vegetation can lead to large,
dangerous, and expensive wildfires that can be harmful to forest watersheds and threaten
surrounding communities.

A fuels reduction project is underway on the northeastern area of the Tahoe National Forest,
adjacent to the Loyalton Pines subdivision. Thick stands of pine and fir trees created
hazardous fuel conditions for the subdivision. Workers thinned the stands by hand and piled
the timber on steep ground. Workers will burn the piles once they fully dry out.

This is one effort within a larger project that is being funded by Forest Service Recovery Act
funds. The project’s overall goal is to reduce the size and scale of forest fires by clearing
brush along roads and fire lines and removing dead trees in areas where they create an
unnatural fuel buildup. The fuel breaks created will help slow the rate of spread of wildfires
and provide places for firefighters to take a stand in fighting fires. The woody biomass
byproduct will help support the wood-to-energy industry in the Sierra Nevada region of
California.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation

Local Project Name: Scraps Defensible Fuel Profile Zone

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Sierraville

Nearby City(ies): 8 miles east of Sierraville

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24
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County(ies): CA: Fresno, Kern, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Sierra, Ventura
Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Contractors Remove Small Trees on 792 Acres to Reduce Hazardous Fuels Buildup

(Story posted 1/12/2011)

The current drought in California, coupled with vast landscapes of trees killed by insects and
thousands of acres of old decadent chaparral brush, has created hazardous fuels buildup
throughout the state. Contiguous buildup of dead and dying vegetation can lead to large,
dangerous, and expensive wildfires that can be harmful to forest watersheds and threaten
surrounding communities.

On the northeast portion of the Tahoe National Forest, contractors embarked on a fuels
reduction project on 792 acres to remove small trees though hand piling along the fuel break
or Defensible Fuel Profile Zone.

The project created 14 jobs with Pacific Coast Contracting, Inc.

This is one effort within a larger project with the goal of reducing the size and scale of forest
fires by clearing brush along roads and fire lines and removing dead trees in areas where
they create an unnatural fuel buildup. The fuel breaks created will help slow the rate of
spread of wildfires and provide places for firefighters to take a stand in fighting fires. The
woody biomass byproduct will help support the wood-to-energy industry in the Sierra Nevada
region of California.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded the project.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Mitigation

Local Project Name: Scraps Mastication Project

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Sierraville

Nearby City(ies): 10 miles east of Sierraville

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA17, CA19, CA21, CA22, CA24

County(ies): CA: Fresno, Kern, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Sierra, Ventura
Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Crews Minimize Fire Hazard on Tahoe National Forest

(Story posted 1/10/2011)
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The current drought in California, coupled with vast landscapes of trees killed by insects and
thousands of acres of old decadent chaparral brush, has created hazardous fuels buildup
throughout the state. Contiguous buildup of dead and dying vegetation can lead to large,
dangerous, and expensive wildfires that can be harmful to forest watersheds and threaten
surrounding communities.

On the Tahoe National Forest, workers masticated small trees and brush to reduce the fire
hazard on 249 acres. Their work included a thinning and pre-commercial thinning.

This is one effort within a larger project with the goal of reducing the size and scale of forest
fires by clearing brush along roads and fire lines and removing dead trees in areas where
they create an unnatural fuel buildup. The fuel breaks created will help slow the rate of
spread of wildfires and provide places for firefighters to take a stand in fighting fires. The
woody biomass byproduct will help support the wood-to-energy industry in the Sierra Nevada
region of California.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded the project.

Program Project Name: Insect and Disease Mitigation for Sugar Pines
Local Project Name: Mistletoe Removal in Scraps DFPZ area

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Sierraville

Nearby City(ies): 8 miles east of Sierraville

Congressional District(s): CA03, CA04, CA21

County(ies): CA: Alpine, Sierra, Tulare

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Workers Removing Mistletoe from 32-acre Pine Plantation
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

White pine blister rust is a tree mortality disease that is infecting sugar pines and other white
pines throughout California. By finding sugar pines that are resistant to white pine blister rust
and collecting their cones, disease-resistant trees can be grown from the seeds inside the
cones. People can then plant these seedlings in areas where other trees have died, creating
a healthy forest that is resistant to disease.

The Forest Service will work with the Sugar Pine Foundation to survey areas throughout
California to locate areas infected with white pine blister rust and to find stands of healthy
trees that are resistant to this disease. Brush, smaller trees, and other vegetation will be
cleared from the stand in order to increase the life spans of the healthy trees. The resulting
healthy forests will provide clean water, abundant wildlife, and recreational opportunities for
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future generations.

On the Tahoe National Forest, workers are removing mistletoe on a 32-acre pine plantation
located eight miles east of Sierraville.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded the project.

Program Project Name: Insect and Disease Mitigation for Sugar Pines
Local Project Name: End of World Plantation Roadside Thinning

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: American River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): 25 miles east of Foresthill

Congressional District(s): CA03, CA04, CA21

County(ies): CA: Alpine, Sierra, Tulare

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:
Workers Thin 170 Acres to Meet Forest Health Needs

(Story posted 1/10/2011)

White pine blister rust is a tree mortality disease that is infecting sugar pines and other white
pines throughout California. By finding sugar pines that are resistant to white pine blister rust
and collecting their cones, disease-resistant trees can be grown from the seeds inside the
cones. People can then plant these seedlings in areas where other trees have died, creating
a healthy forest that is resistant to disease.

The Forest Service will work with the Sugar Pine Foundation to survey areas throughout
California to locate areas infected with white pine blister rust and to find stands of healthy
trees that are resistant to this disease. Brush, smaller trees, and other vegetation will be
cleared from the stand in order to increase the life spans of the healthy trees. The resulting
healthy forests will provide clean water, abundant wildlife, and recreational opportunities for
future generations.

Off of Mosquito Ridge Road on the southern portion of the Tahoe National Forest, workers
are hand thinning and piling 170 acres for fuels reduction and forest health needs. A chipping

project along primary roads is also planned.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded the project.

Program Project Name: Insect and Disease Mitigation for Sugar Pines
Local Project Name: End of World Mechanical Thin
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: American River Ranger District
Nearby City(ies): 25 miles east of Foresthill
Congressional District(s): CA03, CA04, CA21
County(ies): CA: Alpine, Sierra, Tulare
Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Forest Service Surveys Tahoe National Forest for White Pine Blister Rust

(Story posted 1/10/2011)

White pine blister rust is a tree mortality disease that is infecting sugar pines and other white
pines throughout California. By finding sugar pines that are resistant to white pine blister rust
and collecting their cones, disease-resistant trees can be grown from the seeds inside the
cones. People can then plant these seedlings in areas where other trees have died, creating
a healthy forest that is resistant to disease.

The Forest Service will work with the Sugar Pine Foundation to survey areas throughout
California to locate areas infected with white pine blister rust and to find stands of healthy
trees that are resistant to this disease. Brush, smaller trees, and other vegetation will be
cleared from the stand in order to increase the life spans of the healthy trees. The resulting
healthy forests will provide clean water, abundant wildlife, and recreational opportunities for
future generations.

On the southern part of the Tahoe National Forest, workers are completing mechanical
thinning of a plantation through mastication for fuel reduction and forest health needs.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded the project.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Trimble 2008 GEO XT Handheld GPS
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: American River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Foresthill, CA

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Forest Service Purchases GPS Technology with Recovery Act Funds
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(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

Utilizing American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds awarded to the project, the Forest
Service purchased a handheld GPS unit for temporary employees to use for training,
coordination, and inspection of projects.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: One full size truck rental

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: American River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Foresthill, CA

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Forest Service Recovery Act Funds Pay for Employee Transport to Project Site
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
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the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

Utilizing American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds, the Forest Service rented a truck
to transport employees to the project.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2

Local Project Name: Inspection Services ARRA Project Coordinator/COR
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: American River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Foresthill, CA

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Project Coordinator Hired to Prepare Layout, Design of Thinning Project
(Story posted 1/12/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

Utilizing American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds, the Forest Service hired a
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temporary project coordinator to prepare layout and design of the project and to coordinate
crew member training.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2

Local Project Name: Inspection Services - ARRA Project Inspector
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: American River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Foresthill, CA

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Forest Service Hires Temporary Employee to Provide Project Inspection
(Story posted 1/12/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

Utilizing American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds, the Forest Service hired a
temporary employee to provide project inspection.

Program Project Name: Clean-up of Abandoned Mines
Local Project Name: Poorman Mine Tailings

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): 20 miles northeast of Nevada City
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Congressional District(s): CA04
County(ies): CA: Nevada, Sierra
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Workers Clean Up Mine Tailings, Remove Contaminated Soil at Poorman Mine

(Story posted 1/12/2011)

The Tahoe National Forest is in the heart of one of the most historic gold mining areas in
California. But this legacy has left behind hundreds of abandoned hazardous mine openings,
many located near communities, schools, campgrounds, and other popular public use sites.

Because of physical hazards, such as uncovered mine entrances and shafts, abandoned
equipment and vehicles, and deteriorating structures, workers are cleaning up old mine
tailings and removing contaminated soil at Poorman Mine, located about two miles north of
the town of Washington.

Reclamation of this site will result in improved public safety, enhanced water quality for
downstream users, elimination of noxious weeds, and stabilization of erosive soils. The
project will decrease hazards as well as diminish associated environmental issues on public
lands.

The Tahoe National Forest will partner with the State of California: Department of
Conservation, and the Office of Mine Reclamation on this project. The Forest received
funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for this project.

Program Project Name: Clean-up of Abandoned Mines
Local Project Name: Eaglebird, Dredge 1,2,3

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): 2 miles west of Sierra City

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Nevada, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Cleanup Project Progresses at Superfund Site on Tahoe National Forest
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

The Tahoe National Forest is in the heart of one of the most historic gold mining areas in
California. But this legacy has left behind hundreds of abandoned hazardous mine openings,
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many located near communities, schools, campgrounds and other popular public use sites.

Because of physical hazards, such as uncovered mine entrances and shafts, abandoned
equipment and vehicles, and deteriorating structures, workers are removing unauthorized
occupancy and facilities and moving forward with critical removal action to remove hazardous
materials in accordance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA) at a site two miles west of Sierra City.

Reclamation of this site will result in improved public safety, enhanced water quality for
downstream users, elimination of noxious weeds, and stabilization of erosive soils. The
project will decrease hazards as well as diminish associated environmental issues on public
lands.

The Forest received funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for this
project.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Merrill Davies Watershed Restoration

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Sierraville

Nearby City(ies): 15 miles southeast of Sierraville

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45

County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Los Angeles, Madera, Modoc, Plumas, San Bernardino, Sierra,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Tahoe National Forest awarded funds to restore Merrill Davies Watershed
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

In the northeastern area on the Tahoe National Forest, 15 miles southeast of Sierraville,
workers are restoring the Merrill Davies Watershed. They are using plug and pond
techniques and re-contouring an old railroad grade through the meadow.

The Forest was awarded funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to
complete the restoration project.

This work is part of a larger project that involves maintenance and reconstruction of Forest
Service roads throughout California. Forest Service roads provide important access to public
lands and the recreational opportunities they provide. Many of these roads are unpaved, and
storm events can cause erosion or even road failure.
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This project also includes improving water drainage on the road surface, removing brush out
of ditches and replacing undersized road culverts. Small culverts under the roads will be
replaced with larger, appropriately sized culverts so storm drainage can safely pass from one
side to the other without damaging the road or the surrounding environment. Larger culverts
also help fish and aquatic wildlife such as toads and frogs pass through the culvert, re-
establishing habitat connections for these fish and animals. This project will improve
downstream water quality through reduction of erosion and sedimentation, thus protecting
threatened, endangered, and sensitive species habitat.

This work will also improve public safety by making critical road repairs that are needed now
and reducing the risk of catastrophic road failure during future storm events.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California Storm Proofing / Reconstruction
Roads

Local Project Name: Merrill Davies Road Improvements

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Sierraville

Nearby City(ies): 15 miles southeast of Sierraville

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA03, CA04, CA19, CA21, CA25, CA26, CA41, CA45

County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Los Angeles, Madera, Modoc, Plumas, San Bernardino, Sierra,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Workers Storm-proof Road Segments in Merrill Davies Watershed
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Workers are storm-proofing two road segments in the Merrill Davies Watershed, located on
the Tahoe National Forest, by maintaining drainage structures including ditches, dips, water
bars, and culverts.

The project, funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also included
stabilizing road surfaces with aggregate placement. Workers moved some road segments
out of the stream zones. Workers also placed boulders to restrict traffic to authorized areas.

These efforts are part of a larger project that involves maintenance and reconstruction of
Forest Service roads throughout California. Forest Service roads provide important access to
public lands and the recreational opportunities they provide. Many of these roads are
unpaved, and storm events can cause erosion or even road failure.

This project also includes improving water drainage on the road surface, removing brush out
of ditches and replacing undersized road culverts. Small culverts under the roads will be
replaced with larger, appropriately sized culverts, so storm drainage can safely pass from
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one side to the other without damaging the road or the surrounding environment. Larger
culverts also help fish and aquatic wildlife such as toads and frogs pass through the culvert,
re-establishing habitat connections for these fish and animals. This project will improve
downstream water quality through reduction of erosion and sedimentation, thus protecting
threatened, endangered, and sensitive species habitat.

This work will also improve public safety by making critical road repairs that are needed now
and reducing the risk of catastrophic road failure during future storm events.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Cap Plantation Thinning Stewardship
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): North of the town of Downieville
Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Thinning Over-crowded Tree Stands Improves Forest Health in California
(Story posted 1/12/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides toward improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

On the northwestern portion of the Tahoe National Forest, crews conducted pre-commercial
thinning of trees up to eight inches diameter-at-breast-height (dbh) on 200 acres. Crews also
completed fuels reduction work, involving roadside chipping, lop-and-scattering, and hand
piling. Forest Service force account crews burned the piles.

Page 236



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

The project, funded with Forest Service Recovery Act funds, generated 12 new jobs.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Cap Plantation Stewardship Thin
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): North of Downieville

Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Crews to Remove Nearly Half a Million Feet of Timber While Thinning Tahoe National Forest

(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides toward improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

On the northwestern portion of the Tahoe National Forest, crews will complete pre-
commercial and commercial thinning of trees on 82 acres for forest health and fuels

reduction. Workers will use a feller buncher, and will remove nearly one half million board
feet of timber and 985 tons of chips.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded the project.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Indian Suite Fuels Reduction Mastication Thin
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): Northwest of the town of Downieville
Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Crews to Thin Over-crowded Trees on Tahoe National Forest
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

On the northeastern portion of the Tahoe National Forest, crews will complete thinning of
trees and mastication of brush on 159 acres for fuels reduction and improvement of forest
health.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded this project.

Program Project Name: Thinning and Biomass Phase 2
Local Project Name: Indian Suite Fuels Reduction Hand Cut/Pile
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Tahoe

Ranger District: Yuba River Ranger District

Nearby City(ies): 12 miles northwest of Downieville
Congressional District(s): CA04, CA19

County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Placer, Sierra

Modified Date: 2/15/2011
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Story:

Crews to Remove Ladder Fuels on Tahoe National Forest
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Thinning over-crowded stands of trees will make important strides towards improving forest
health in California. The overcrowding, along with the current drought, makes trees weak and
vulnerable to disease and insect attacks, resulting in tree mortality. By thinning a stand, the
remaining trees become healthier and more vigorous, which reduces susceptibility to the
western bark beetle and other damaging organisms.

Creating healthier stands of trees also increases the stand’s resilience to wildfires. Reducing
the risk of beetle infestation through thinning, and the resulting decrease in future standing
dead trees, will help protect local communities from devastating wildland fires and create
more fire-safe communities.

This project focuses thinning in areas of high susceptibility to mortality in the Sierra Nevada
region in California. The byproduct from this project, known as woody biomass, will be used
to not only manufacture wood products but also to produce energy. Wood-to-energy projects
such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on fossil fuels.

On the northeastern area of the Tahoe National Forest, crews will remove ladder fuels,
including both shrubs and small trees, and hand pile material 150 feet along the 25 Road and
23 acres near the town of Forest.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded this project.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Recreation Site Improvement and Maintenance - Fairview Boat Ramp
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Shasta Lake

Nearby City(ies): Lewiston

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Trinity

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6k2rebq

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:

Project Makes Fairview Boat Ramp More Accessible, Safer

(Story posted 1/11/2011)
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On the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, workers last year constructed a concrete overlay on
100 feet of the existing Fairview Boat Ramp and extended the sidewalk along the ramp with
a fabricated metal boarding float rail system.

The project was funded with Forest Service Recovery Act dollars. Vendor P.F. Pepoit
Contracting was awarded the contract for the project, which was completed on May 13, 2010.

This site improvement provides the public with a more accessible and safe facility for a
guality recreation experience.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Recreation Site Improvement and Maintenance - Fowlers Campground
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Mccloud

Nearby City(ies): McCloud, Mount Shasta

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Roads Resurfaced at Fowlers Campground
(Story posted 1/11/2011)

On the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, workers finished a repair project at Fowlers
Campground last fall. The project entailed resurfacing the existing campground loop road by
applying an asphalt overlay for more than one mile and repairing potholes and cracked
pavement.

The project was funded with Recovery Act funds. Vendor TL Peterson Inc. was awarded the
contract for the project, which was completed on September 7, 2010.

These efforts are part of a larger project funded by Forest Service Recovery Act dollars,
which will improve many recreation sites across 13 National Forests in California. Recreation
facilities, picnic areas, sanitary restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance visitor
enjoyment. Many of these sites are in poor condition due to heavy use and their age.

Improvements under this project include such things as replacing picnic tables, grills, fire
rings, restrooms, and water systems, and installing signs in campgrounds. Systems and
equipment that promote water and energy conservation will be used in the repair work.
Additionally, this project will make upgrades to increase access to people of all abilities.
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Program Project Name: Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest - California

Local Project Name: Mill Canyon Fuels Reduction and Habitat Improvement Project
Region: Intermountain Region

Forest: Humboldt & Toiy

Ranger District: Bridgeport

Nearby City(ies): Walker, Coleville and Camp Antelope, CA

Congressional District(s): CA03, CA04, CA25

County(ies): CA: Mono

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
Crews Thin Trees, Brush to Reduce Risk of Wildland Fires

(Story posted 1/11/2011)

Crews thinned and piled 414 acres of small diameter trees and brush at the end of 2010 in
the Mill Canyon area on the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest in Mono County, California in
an effort to reduce the risk of wildland fires.

The Mill Canyon project is located in a wildland-urban interface area that has a high severity
and frequent fire history. In the past 10 years, wildland fires have threatened the nearby
communities of Walker and Coleville, California and tribal community of Camp Antelope five
times, totaling three fatalities and an approximate cost of over $35 million. The work
accomplished through the Mill Canyon project will help decrease the wildland fire risk to the
surrounding communities and help remaining timber stands become more resilient to fires.

Contractors completed the project on November 8, 2010. A crew of 20 workers from
contractor Summitt Forests Inc., based out of Ashland, Oregon, spent about 30 days
completing the work.

A total of $157,000 in Forest Service Recovery Act funds was awarded to the project. The
cost averaged to be $380 an acre, including funding for contract, contract inspection and
supplies. This was a first entry treatment and was expected to be over $400 an acre.

“This important fuels reduction work would have taken at least an additional two years to be
completed if it had not been for the stimulus funding,” said Bridgeport District Fuels
Specialist, Annamaria Echeverria

The Mill Canyon area holds one of the last unburned eastside mixed conifer stands in the
area. This project will help the remaining stands to grow healthier and become less
susceptible to a catastrophic wildland fire. The area is a popular recreational site, along with
being a very important training area for the U.S. Marine Corps. The Mountain Warfare
Training Center has been using the locale for training purposes for the last 50 years.
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Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Recreation Site Improvement and Maintenance - Hayden Flat
Campground Well

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Big Bar

Nearby City(ies): Big Bar, Weaverville
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Trinity

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Campers to See Improved Potable Water Services at Hayden Flat Campground
(Story posted 1/12/2011)

Visitors to Hayden Flat Campground on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest will see improved
potable water services this year.

Workers replaced an unusable well at the Hayden Flat Campground using Forest Service
Recovery Act dollars to fund the project. The project involved drilling a new well and
connecting a new water source into the existing water system.

Diamond Core Drilling performed the drilling portion of the project, which was completed by
June 2010. The new water source was connected into the existing water systems and tank
by Whitson, Incorporated. The work will be completed in January 2011.

Program Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation
Local Project Name: McCloud Office #2

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Mccloud

Nearby City(ies): McCloud, Mount Shasta

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
Shasta-Trinity National Forest to Construct Energy-Efficient, ADA-Compliant Office Building

(Story posted 1/12/2011)
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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is helping pay for construction of an energy-
efficient and office building that is accessible to people of all abilities on the Shasta-Trinity
National Forest.

The project consists of the construction of an office building that will be employee- and
public-friendly, highly energy-efficient, and will meet all the model codes and government
standards, including the Americans with Disabilities Act and Architectural Barriers Act
Accessibility Guidelines.

The trailers that have been used for office space were antiquated, not accessible to people of
all abilities, and not energy-efficient.

Vendor Shasta Services Inc. received the contract for the project, which is planned to be
completed in August 2011.

Program Project Name: Golinsky Mine Acid Mine Drainage Treatment
Local Project Name: Golinsky Mine Acid Mine Drainage Treatment

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Shasta Lake

Nearby City(ies): Shasta Lake, Redding

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Shasta

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Golinsky Mine Cleanup to Reduce Contamination of Lake Shasta
(Story posted 1/12/2011)

The Golinsky Mine, located on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest in Shasta County,
California, is one of several historic copper mines that were part of the Shasta mining district
of northern California. Mining from a century ago left many abandoned tunnels and mine
workings that are generating acid mine drainage from dissolving metals such as cadmium,
zinc, and copper. The Golinsky Mine was discharging heavy metals into Lake Shasta,
affecting water quality and habitat.

The objective of the Golinsky Mine Project is to reduce the copper loading into Lake Shasta
and clean up a contaminant source that is negatively impacting the lake habitat, while also
creating jobs.

Workers achieved this goal by building a passive biological treatment system. The
contaminated water is piped into a 120-foot by 80-foot earthen treatment cell that is filled with

organic material, such as wood chips, rice hulls, manure, hay, and limestone, which creates
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a sulfate-reducing bacteria. The resulting chemical process reduces the water’s acidity.

Forest Service Recovery Act dollars are funding the project, which has an estimated
completion date of June 2011.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Local Project Name: Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project - Mount
Shasta/McCloud Management Unit

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Mt Shasta

Nearby City(ies): Mount Shasta, McCloud
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Shasta, Siskiyou
Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Fuels Reduction Project Creates Jobs for Youth in California Conservation Corps
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

The Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project on the Mount Shasta and
McCloud ranger districts is a fuels reduction project with multiple project work sites
distributed across Siskiyou and Shasta counties.

The project, taking place on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, will benefit the environment
by reducing fire-prone material on public lands and providing access for fire suppression. The
project is also benefitting the local economy by creating jobs for youth in the California
Conservation Corps as well as generating jobs for many contracted vendors.

This effort is part of a larger project that is a continuation of work currently funded through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. One part of the project will ensure the
sustainability of critical small business saw mills in the southern Sierras. Grants and
contracts will be provided to support removal and utilization of woody biomass material from
national forest lands to support these mills.

Another part of this project is an integrated project in northern California involving fuel
reduction work near communities, recreation facilities, and access routes by the California
Conservation Corps and private sector contractors. The work also includes addressing
longstanding facility maintenance needs.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Local Project Name: Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project - Shasta
Lake (NRA)
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Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Shasta Lake

Nearby City(ies): Shasta Lake, Redding
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Shasta

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Forest Service Project Creates Jobs for Youth in Shasta County
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

The Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project on the Shasta Lake District
is a fuels reduction project with multiple project work sites within Shasta County.

The project, taking place on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, will benefit the environment
by removing fire-prone material from public lands and providing access for fire suppression.
The project is also benefitting the local economy by creating jobs for youth in the California
Conservation Corps as well as generating jobs for many contracted vendors.

This effort is part of a larger project that is a continuation of work currently funded through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. One part of the project will ensure the
sustainability of critical small business saw mills in the southern Sierras. Grants and
contracts will be provided to support removal and utilization of woody biomass material from
national forest lands to support these mills.

Another part of this project is an integrated project in northern California involving fuel
reduction work near communities, recreation facilities, and access routes by the California
Conservation Corps and private sector contractors. The work also includes addressing
longstanding facility maintenance needs.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Local Project Name: Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project - South Fork
Management Unit

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Hayfork

Nearby City(ies): Hayfork
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Shasta, Trinity
Modified Date: 2/15/2011
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Story:

California Conservation Corps Works with Forest Service on Wildfire Protection Project
(Story posted 1/12/2011)

A fuels reduction project with multiple project work sites distributed across the counties of
Shasta and Trinity is underway on the Hayfork and Yolla Bolla ranger districts.

The project, taking place on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, will benefit the environment
by reducing fire-prone material on public lands and providing access for fire suppression. The
project is also benefiting the local economy by creating jobs for youth in the California
Conservation Corps as well as generating jobs for many contracted vendors.

This effort is part of a larger project that is a continuation of work currently funded through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. One part of the project will ensure the
sustainability of critical small business saw mills in the southern Sierras. Grants and
contracts will be provided to support removal and utilization of wood from national forest
lands to support these mills.

Another part of this project is an integrated project in northern California involving fuel
reduction work near communities, recreation facilities, and access routes by the California
Conservation Corps and private sector contractors. The work also includes addressing
longstanding facility maintenance needs.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Local Project Name: Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project - Trinity
River Management Unit

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: Shasta-Trinity

Ranger District: Weaverville
Nearby City(ies): Weaverville
Congressional District(s): CA02
County(ies): CA: Trinity

Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

Project Provides Easier Access for Fire Suppression on Public Lands

(Story posted 1/14/2011)

The Jobs Partnership and Community Wildfire Protection Project on the Hayfork and Yolla
Bolla ranger districts is a fuels reduction project with multiple project work sites distributed

across Trinity County.

The project, taking place on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, will benefit the environment
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by reducing fire-prone material on public lands and providing access for fire suppression. The
project is also benefiting the local economy by creating jobs for youth in the California
Conservation Corps as well as generating jobs for many contracted vendors.

This effort is part of a larger project that is a continuation of work currently funded through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. One part of the project will ensure the
sustainability of critical small business saw mills in the southern Sierras. Grants and
contracts will be provided to support removal and utilization of woody biomass material from
national forest lands to support these mills.

Another part of this project is an integrated project in northern California involving fuel
reduction work near communities, recreation facilities, and access routes by the California
Conservation Corps and private sector contractors. The work also includes addressing
longstanding facility maintenance needs.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance

Local Project Name: Forestwide admin sites- Painting, siding replacement and re-roofing
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): Idyllwild, Hemet, Banning, Palm Springs, Big Bear, Fawnskin, Lake
Arrowhead, Crestline, Running Springs, Forest Falls, Mountain Home Village, Angelus
Oaks, Seven Oaks, Happy Jack, Wrightwood

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43, CA45
County(ies): CA: Riverside, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Funding Awarded for Administrative Site Repairs on San Bernardino National Forest
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Across California, there are Forest Service facilities in various states of disrepair. Some have
deteriorated to the point of no longer being economical to maintain and have become unsafe.
Other facilities are very much needed, but have numerous longstanding maintenance needs.
Many of these facilities are being demolished or undergoing repairs paid for with Forest
Service Recovery Act funds.

On California’s San Bernardino National Forest, Forest Service Recovery Act dollars are
funding building, painting, and re-siding at an administrative site. Funding for the overall
project was awarded September 2010, with work expected to be completed by September
2011. Funding for administrative site building and re-roofing was also awarded September
2010, with work expected to be completed by September 2011.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
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Local Project Name: Forest-wide deferred recreation maintenance and improvements
Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): Forest Falls,Mountain Home Village, Angelus Oaks, Seven Oaks, Happy
Jakc, Wrightwood, Idyllwild, Hemet, Banning, Palm Springs, Big Bear, Fawnskin, Lake
Arrowhead, Crestline, Running Springs

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43, CA45
County(ies): CA: Riverside, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Conservation Corps Fieldwork Underway on San Bernardino National Forest
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Conservation Corps fieldwork is underway on the San Bernardino National Forest. The
Forest was awarded funds through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Workers used a portion of this funding to develop recreation sites and complete deferred
maintenance work. Workers also spent funds on improvement projects and developing
recreation sites.

These efforts are part of a larger project funded by Forest Service Recovery Act dollars,
which will improve many recreation sites across 13 National Forests in California. Many of
these sites are in poor condition due to heavy use and their age. Recreation facilities, picnic
areas, sanitary restrooms, and clean drinking water enhance visitor enjoyment.

Improvements under this project include such things as replacing picnic tables, grills, fire
rings, restrooms, and water systems, and installing signs in campgrounds. Systems and
equipment that promote water and energy conservation will be used in the repair work.
Additionally, this project will make upgrades to increase access to people of all abilities.

Program Project Name: San Bernardino and Riverside County Partners Fuels Project
Local Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): Big Bear, Fawnskin, Lake Arrowhead, Crestline, Running Springs, Forest
Falls, Mountain Home Village, Angelus Oaks, Seven Oaks, Happy Jack, Wrightwood,
Idyllwild, Hemet, Banning, Palm Springs

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43, CA45
County(ies): CA: Riverside, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/15/2011

Story:

San Bernardino National Forest Awards Grants to Fund Projects on State, Private Lands

Page 248



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Work is underway on state and private lands to reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfires
near communities by the clearance of hazardous fuels in the next few years.

The San Bernardino National Forest has awarded grants to San Bernardino County,
Riverside County, and the San Bernardino National Forest Association-Forest Care with
CalFire Partner.

These grants are paying for projects that will be carried out on state and private lands. The
states are selecting specific projects.

Work on these projects, paid for with Forest Service Recovery Act funds, is expected to be
completed by 2013.

Program Project Name: National Forests throughout California - Decommissioning
Roads
(Reducing Deferred Maintenance, Increasing Water Quality)

Local Project Name: Unauthorized route decommissioning and restoration
Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): Forest Falls, Mountain Home Village, Angelus Oaks, Seven Oaks, Happy
Jack, Wrightwood, Idyllwild, Hemet, Banning, Palm Springs, Big Bear, Fawnskin, Lake
Arrowhead, Crestline, Running Springs

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43, CA45
County(ies): CA: Riverside, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
Unauthorized Roads Closed at San Bernardino National Forest to Reduce Environmental,
Safety Hazards

(Story posted 1/14/2011)

On the San Bernardino National Forest, Recovery Act funds helped crews close
unauthorized forest roads, which, in effect, reduced environmental and safety hazards.

The Forest was awarded a contract in spring 2010, and workers completed a portion of the

project in summer 2010 using these funds. The Recovery Office released additional funding
in June 2010, and awarded the Forest a contract in August 2010, with work expected to be

completed by December 2010.

The route decommissioning and restoration work on the San Bernardino National Forest is
part of a larger project in the Pacific Southwest that involves the decommissioning of
unauthorized forest roads or roads that are no longer needed on the national forests
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throughout California. Most of these roads present environmental and potential safety
hazards to users because they are not maintained for vehicle use. The erosion from these
roads also endangers the downstream health of watersheds that provide drinking water to
millions of Californians and provide critical habitat for fish and wildlife species.

Road decommissioning includes removal of all drainage culverts and the earthen fills that
cover them, and ensuring that the roadway surface slopes and drains properly to minimize
erosion. The Forest Service planned to partner with the California State Off-Highway Vehicle
Division on a number of these projects.

This project will benefit the public by eliminating roads that are hazardous for vehicle travel,
reducing erosion and sedimentation into streams and rivers, and improving water quality and
habitat downstream for fish and wildlife species. Many of the roadbeds will continue to be
utilized by the public as hiking trails.

Program Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation

Local Project Name: Facility Maintenance/Renovation Supervisor's Office Replacement
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Arcadia, Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5358177

Modified Date: 6/11/2012

Story:
Forest Officials Use Recovery Act Funds to Build New Administrative Building in Southern
California

(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Forest Service officials have contracted with a local firm to build a 24,000-foot administrative
building in Arcadia, California. The project, funded by American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act dollars, is planned to include many features that will make the building environmentally-
friendly.

The new structure will house administrative offices and a training facility for the Angeles
National Forest. The building will replace the deteriorating temporary modular trailers put in
place for the current building in 1986. The modular units were never intended to be
permanent structures. They are not energy-efficient, have inadequate lighting and ventilation,
and annual maintenance is costly.

The new building will house about 100 employees and will be at a minimum Silver
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified, indicating various “green”
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features, which are still being planned.

The building will also be much closer to the Forest Service entrance gate and thus more
accessible to the public.

The Angeles has contracted with PW Construction, Inc., out of Chino, California, for the
project.

The project also includes an atrium and a training center available to local, county, and
federal fire personnel. The project budget is about $12 million, and it is expected to employ
many people. Completion is expected in summer 2012.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California-Bridge Maintenance/Deficient
Bridges

Local Project Name: Road Bridge Maintenance Camp Colby Bridge Repair Ang 0501
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Glendora, Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 5/11/2011

Story:

Forest Service Utilizes Recovery Act Funds to Repair Fire-damaged Bridge
(Story posted 1/14/2011 and updated 5/9/2011)

The Forest Service contracted with a local firm to fix a deteriorating bridge on Angeles
National Forest.

The Camp Colby Bridge was a decades-old “Bailey” steel girder bridge, which spans Big
Tujunga Creek. This 50-year-old bridge was slowly eroding, and the 2009 Station Fire also
damaged it. The bridge showed signs of decay with one-inch gaps in the asphalt-and-wood
decking with tar loosening due to deterioration from years of auto crossings.

MGP Construction, based in Upland, California, received the contract to repair and upgrade
the structure.

Workers began construction in mid-November 2010 and completed it in February 2011. MGP
Construction replaced the deck with an upgraded steel-grated material, conducted spot

painting, and installed new yellow and black reflective markers at each end of the bridge.

About a third of the bridge was fire-damaged, so workers sanded and repainted the bridge’s
metal surfaces to match the previous green color.
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The Camp Colby Bridge is one of several that workers are replacing using Forest Service
Recovery Act funds on 12 national forests throughout California. The complete project
includes replacement or repair of structurally unsound bridge decks and railings and painting
of steel structures and approach repairs. These replacement and rehabilitations will improve
public safety and public land access while protecting the natural environment that surrounds
the bridges.

Program Project Name: National Forests in California — Paving / Chipseal / Aggregate
Surfacing

Local Project Name: Road Maintenance Mountain Top & Front Country RD's
Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: San Bernardino

Nearby City(ies): Big Bear, Fawnskin, Lake Arrowhead, Crestline, RunningSprings, Forest
Falls, Mountain Home Village, Angelus Oaks, Seven Oaks, Happy Jack, Wrightwood

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43
County(ies): CA: San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Backlogged Road Maintenance Completed on San Bernardino National Forest
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Workers completed backlogged road maintenance on the San Bernardino National Forest in
summer 2010. The Forest was awarded Recovery Act funds to go toward the maintenance
work in spring 2010. Additional funds were released by the Recovery Office in June 2010.
Another contract was awarded, and work was completed in September 2010.

This work was part of a larger project that involved making repairs to heavily used,
deteriorated roads on national forest lands across California. Work included asphalt repair
and placement on roads and parking lots accessing visitor centers, popular recreation
facilities, and a snowmobile park.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance

Local Project Name: Facilities Decommissioning/Maintenance Forestwide Roofing
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Arcadia, Calif.

Congressional District(s): CA25, CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 5/11/2011
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Story:

Forest Officials Contract for New Roofing, Seek ‘Longevity’ in the Repairs
(Story posted 1/14/2011 and updated 5/9/2011)

Using Forest Service Recovery Act funds, federal officials contracted to replace damaged
roofing with more durable materials on 16 buildings on the Angeles National Forest.
Typically, it has taken 20 to 30 years before these roofs have been replaced.

Workers repaired several structures, including a barracks, engine garages, a visitor center,
and utility buildings.

The Angeles contracted with Reva Murphy Associates out of Livermore, California, for the
renovation.

The Murphy employees replaced sheeting and roofing on each building. They typically used
asphalt or metal roofing as the replacement materials. The metal roofing, with steel
components, will last up to 50 years.

Murphy employees began the project in July 2010 and finished in May 2011.

Program Project Name: Faciliites Decommissioning/Maintenance
Local Project Name: Facilities Decommissioning/Maintenance Barley Flats
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Sierra Madre, Calif.--about seven miles away
Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 5/11/2011

Story:

Angeles Forest Contracts with Firm to Clean Up Debris at Former Missile Site

(Story posted 1/14/2011 and updated 5/9/2011)

Using Recovery Act funds, the Forest Service contracted with a California firm to demolish
and clean up debris from burned out buildings at a one-time Nike missile site located on the

Angeles National Forest.

The five-acre site in the Barley Flats area was in military service until the early 1960s. It was
later used as a Los Angeles County Probation Department work camp until 1992.

The 20 aging buildings could not be retrofitted economically. Many of the structures
contained materials including asbestos, lead paint, mercury, and chlorofluorocarbons.

Page 253



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Additionally, the buildings were heavily damaged in the 2009 Station Fire.

TL Peterson Inc., out of Red Bluff, California, handled the clean-up. Workers demolished the
building remains and hauled off the debris in trucks.

The plan returned the site “to a state of nature,” meaning the land has been restored to its
natural state. Work on the project began in September 2010 and was completed in April
2011.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Recreation Site Improvement (Chilao Site)
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Sierra Madre, Calif.--about 10 miles away
Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Butte, Los Angeles

Modified Date: 5/11/2011

Story:

Forest Service Contracts to Renovate Chilao Campground Restroom Facilities
(Story posted 1/14/2011 and updated 5/9/2011)

A campground on the Angeles National Forest will soon have multiple new restroom facilities
which are Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant. These newer renditions include solar-
powered ventilation and waterless toilets. They are replacing facilities that have not been
upgraded since the 1970s.

Workers will install new waterless toilets that are made almost entirely of concrete and
improve user access. The project also includes the demolition of the existing block buildings.

The project at the Chilao Campground will be funded through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. The Forest Service has contracted with CXT, Inc., out of Spokane,
Washington, to complete the project. CXT will hire local subcontractors to perform many of
the tasks associated with this project including the demolition and hauling of debris.

Completion is expected in June 2011.
Program Project Name: Regionwide Trail Maintenance Project
Local Project Name: San Bernardino-Backlog of trail needs

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Forest: San Bernardino
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Nearby City(ies): Idyllwild, Hemet, Banning, Palm Springs, Big Bear, Fawnskin,Lake
Arrowhead, Crestline, Running Springs, Forest Falls, Mountain Home Village, Angelus
Oaks, Seven Oaks, Happy Jack, Wrightwood

Congressional District(s): CA26, CA41, CA43, CA45
County(ies): CA: Riverside, San Bernardino
Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Conservation Corps Maintain Trails on San Bernardino National Forest
(Story posted 1/21/2011)

Three youth conservation corps groups completed trail maintenance work on the San
Bernardino National Forest last year.

Members of the conservation corps groups groomed trail surfaces and completed tread
improvement work, removed rock, repaired or created erosion control features, removed
vegetation, such as dangerous tree limbs and brush, removed graffiti, repaired or replaced
signs, and picked up trash. They also repaired popular motorized and non-motorized trails
and trailheads.

The Los Angeles Conservation Corps (LACC) completed their portion of the work in August
2009, the California Conservation Corps (CCC) completed work in September 2010, and the
Urban Conservation Corps of the San Bernardino National Forest Association (SBNFA)
completed work in September 2010.

The Bureau of Land Management provided funding through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, which was used to supplement the CCC for Monument trails. This work
was completed in August 2010.

The Regional Office provided 30 weeks of Student Conservation Association (SCA) crew
time and Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) oversight on the Pacific Crest National
Scenic Trail, along with supply funding. This portion of the project was completed in
September 2010.

The Regional Office released additional funds for subsequent trail work, which was finalized
as agreement modifications to the CCC and SBNFA in August 2010.

Program Project Name: Recreation Site Reconstruction

Local Project Name: Recreation Site Improvement (Buckhorn Site)
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): San Gabriel, about 12 miles away

Congressional District(s): CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles
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Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Forest Service Contracts to Renovate Campground in Southern California
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

Forest Service contracts using funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will
allow workers to renovate a campground in Angeles National Forest that has not been
upgraded in decades.

The project at the Buckhorn Campground includes installing barbecues, walkways,
restrooms, and picnic tables that are accessible to people of all abilities.

Two contractors will perform the work: Two Five Construction Inc., out of Shafter, California,
and CXT, Inc., out of Spokane, Washington. Completion is expected in spring 2011.

Program Project Name: Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Local Project Name: Facilities Water/Wastewater System Health and Safety
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Angeles

Nearby City(ies): Monrovia, Calif.--12 miles away

Congressional District(s): CA25, CA26

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles

Modified Date: 5/11/2011

Story:
Forest Service Contract Project to Replace Forest Water Tanks and Install Fences to Ensure
Security

(Story posted 1/14/2011 and updated 5/9/2011)

The Forest Service has awarded a contract to replace five above-ground potable water tanks
in Angeles National Forest. While fire damaged some, others have simply deteriorated to the
point they are becoming nonfunctional. The contract enhances security by fencing the
perimeter of the tanks.

The tank removal and installation targets five areas of the Forest. One tank damaged during
the 2009 Station Fire is located at the Charlton Flat Recreation Area on the Los Angeles
River Ranger District.

Other tanks scheduled to be replaced are located at Oak Flat, Rincon, and Valyermo fire
stations. The deteriorating tanks located at fire stations will be replaced with tanks twice as
large in order to enhance water quantity for firefighting and other needs.
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All new tanks are made of concrete and are more fire-resistant and require less maintenance
than previous tanks. Sansone Co. Inc., out of San Luis Obispo, California, has contracted for
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act project. The six-foot security fencing portion of
the project around the tanks will be completed by J. M. Justus Fence Co. out of Temecula,
California.

Completion is expected by May 2011.

Program Project Name: Western States - Forests Adapting To and Mitigating Climate
Change Effects

Local Project Name: Forest Inventory in Urban Areas
Region: Pacific Northwest Research Station
Nearby City(ies): various

Congressional District(s): AKOO, CA01, CA02, CA03, CA04, CA05, CA06, CA07, CAO08,
CA09, CA10, CA11, CA12, CA13, CAl4, CA15, CAl6, CA17, CA18, CAL19, CA20, CA21,
CA22, CA23, CA24, CA25, CA26, CA27, CA28, CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, CA33, CA34,
CA35, CA36, CA37, CA38, CA39, CA40, CA41, CA42, CA43, CA44, CA45, CA46, CA4T,
CA48, CA49, CA50, CA51, CA52, CA53, HIO1, HI02, OR01, OR02, OR03, OR04, ORO05,
WAO01, WA02, WA03, WA04, WAO5, WA06, WAO7, WAO8, WAD9

County(ies): AK: Bethel Census Area, Bristol Bay Borough, Denali Borough, Fairbanks North
Star Borough, Kenai Peninsula Borough, Lake and Peninsula Borough, Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, Nome Census Area, Northwest Arctic Borough, Southeast Fairbanks Census
Area, Valdez-Cordova Census Area, Wade Hampton Census Area, Yukon-Koyukuk Census
Area; CA: Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, El
Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, Lassen, Los Angeles,
Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Mono, Monterey, Napa, Nevada,
Orange, Placer, Plumas, Riverside, Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Diego,
San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity,
Tulare, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yolo, Yuba; HI: Hawaii, Honolulu, Kalawao, Kauai, Maui; OR:
Baker, Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas,
Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jackson, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lane,
Lincoln, Linn, Malheur, Marion, Morrow, Multnomah, Polk, Sherman, Tillamook, Umatilla,
Union, Wallowa, Wasco, Washington, Wheeler, Yamhill; WA: Adams, Asotin, Benton,
Chelan, Clallam, Clark, Columbia, Cowlitz, Douglas, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Grays
Harbor, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Kittitas, Klickitat, Lewis, Lincoln, Mason, Okanogan,
Pacific, Pend Oreille, Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Skamania, Snohomish, Spokane, Stevens,
Thurston, Wahkiakum, Walla Walla, Whatcom, Whitman, Yakima

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/618qvgm
Modified Date: 12/29/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Urban Forest Project Spanning Five States
(Story posted 1/14/2011)

This project, led by John Mills of the PNW Research Station’s Resource Monitoring and
Assessment Program, is using $1,795,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
funds to employ field crews to gather data on the condition of forests from approximately
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1,000 sites in populated areas in five western states: Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, and
Washington.

The project uses the scientifically-rigorous protocols of the USDA Forest Service’s
nationwide Forest Inventory and Analysis Program, and will result in a network of
permanently located plots in urbanized areas that can be measured again in the future. The
Forest Service is conducting the work in collaboration with the Oregon Department of
Forestry, California Polytechnic State University, California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, Washington Department of Natural Resources, Alaska Department of Natural
Resources, Hawaii Urban Forestry Council, and Davey Resource Group.

Having Recovery Act funds become available for this project means that workers have the
opportunity to collect systematic data on the abundance, extent, and health of trees and
other vegetation in urban areas for the first time. To help urban forests adapt and be resilient
to a changing climate, the Forest Service needs to know their current health status.

Urban forests will change as the climate changes, with shifts in species composition, growth
rates, mortality, and susceptibility to pests all possible. Having a baseline of urban forest
conditions will help local resource managers and planners to understand and articulate the
contributions of urban forests to ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, water
retention, energy savings, and quality of life for residents. Over the long term, monitoring will
help to determine if and how urban forests are adapting to changing conditions, and might
shed some light on potential mitigations.

Work on the initial plot installation will continue through 2013, with a large amount of data
gathering planned for 2011. As of November 2010, this project had expended about 3
percent of its funds, generating direct employment for approximately 15 people, with
significant additional jobs expected as the project ramps up.

Program Project Name: Wilderness Trail Projects

Local Project Name: Wilderness Trails and Forest Wide Trail Crew

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Los Padres

Ranger District: Monterey

Nearby City(ies): Santa Barbara, Monterey, Ventura, Santa Maria

Congressional District(s): CA22, CA23, CA24, CA25

County(ies): CA: Los Angeles, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura
Modified Date: 4/7/2011

Story:

Los Padres Wilderness Trails Spring Back to Life

(Story posted 4/1/2011)
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Visitors to the Los Padres National Forest are noticing widespread wilderness trail
improvements thanks to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) that
funded additional project work across the forest. Nearly $2.3 million was allocated to the
forest for wilderness trail rehabilitation and maintenance that was divided among the five
ranger districts.

Of the 1.75 million acres that comprise the forest, 48 percent is designated wilderness.
However, many popular trails in several wilderness areas had been severely degraded and
damaged by large landscape fires over the past several years. As a result, some sections of
trails had been difficult to traverse or had been closed to the public.

Through Recovery Act funding, dozens of local jobs were created and 191 miles of
wilderness trails were rehabilitated in the Santa Lucia, Garcia, Machesna Mountain, Ventana,
Sespe, Chumash and San Rafael wilderness areas.

"The Recovery Act funds allowed us to open up key wilderness trails that hadn't been
maintained to Forest Service standards in over a decade and rehabilitate trails in the San
Rafael Wilderness that had been damaged in the Zaca and La Brea fires as well as storm
damage after those fires," said Santa Lucia District Recreation Officer Ken Kunert. "The
intent of the Recovery Act was to put people back to work and improve infrastructure on
public lands, and we accomplished both."

The much-needed trail work on the Santa Lucia District began in March 2010 and was
completed over a five-month period. Four seasonal wilderness rangers and a packer-support
person were hired, as well as California Conservation Corps (CCC) members from the Los
Padres CCC center based in San Luis Obispo. The CCC employs corpsmembers 18-25
years old, sometimes at-risk youth working to improve their employability through work
experience and education.

Mike Anderson, CCC conservation supervisor, said, "Recovery Act trail projects helped
employ and give amazing lifetime experiences to most of the 80 CCC corpsmembers located
in San Luis Obispo and 25 corpsmembers located in Santa Maria."

CCC corpsmember Kenny Martinez said his experience with the Forest Service was an
unforgettable one.

"l didn't expect the places | would be working to be so beautiful,” he said. "l learned a lot
about removing brush and plant life, and the trails were amazing."

Fellow corpsmember Kyle Martin stated, "The trails were in desperate need of help. After
hiking four miles it was a rewarding experience meeting people riding horseback tell us how
much they appreciated the work we were doing."

With the help of the hardworking CCC crews and Los Padres seasonal employees, 52.5
miles of wilderness trails in the Santa Lucia District were rehabilitated and maintained, which
created multiple recreation opportunities by offering short day-use trips or long-loop hiking
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and equestrian riding trips to the public.

On the Santa Barbara Ranger District, CCC crews worked alongside two seasonal trail
technicians, animal packers, and archaeologists for three months to reconstruct 20 miles of
trails in the Santa Cruz Drainage that were severely affected by the 2007 Zaca Fire.

"Trails needed more than maintenance," explained Santa Barbara District Wilderness Ranger
Kerry Kellogg. "The trails that we worked on needed to be reshaped, rebuilt and
reestablished. The Zaca Fire greatly increased the work that needed to be done on the tralil
system. Hillside material loosened by the burn raveled down on side-sloping trails, often
covering them completely. This process continued for two years after the fire and some trails
were totally obliterated. Without Recovery Act funding, many trails would be on the verge of
disappearing."”

Kellogg said he was concerned that access for hikers was limited by the poor trail conditions.

"Our goal through rebuilding trails is to provide the public opportunities to go back in and
access areas of the wilderness that had been difficult to get to, and Recovery Act funds
provided enough money to truly do what needed to be done," he said.

Opening up trail access to the public in the Ventana Wilderness was also a key goal through
Recovery Act funding on the Monterey Ranger District. According to Wilderness Ranger
Patrick Bailey, "Trails in the Ventana Wilderness have been in critical need of rehabilitation
and maintenance. It has been difficult for us to do consistent trail maintenance because of
large landscape fires that have occurred about every 10 years since the Marble Cone Fire in
1977."

The Sequoia National Forest's 30-member Porterville organized trail crew were hired and
performed heavy maintenance on 35 miles of trail that were denuded by the Indians/Basin
Fire in 2008. Over a five-month period, the Porterville Crew worked with a Forest Service
crew on the Big Sur network of trails and were able to create loop hiking via different
connecting trail systems and opened up access to the heavily-used Pineridge Trail. Crews
also opened up primitive trail camps that were very difficult to access because of rock slides
and slopes that were destabilized from fires and rains.

"Before the Recovery Act work was done, trails were one way in, same way out," said Bailey.
"We've now provided hikers with loop through hiking and loop opportunities.”

The Porterville Crew was also employed on the Mt. Pinos District for several months where
they rehabilitated and posted new signs on 75 miles of trail, including 30 miles of trail located
in the Day Fire burn area. Access back into the Sespe Wilderness was reestablished through
the removal of numerous fallen trees that were blocking sections of trails.

"Some trails in the Sespe and Chumash Wilderness areas had not been maintained for 10 to
15 years, and portions of trails were non-existent," according to Leah Ahler, Mt. Pinos District
Recovery Act trail project leader. "Many trail signs were in horrible condition, broken,
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unreadable or missing altogether."

The Forest Service used a "green” company to install new route markers, trail signs, and
wilderness boundary signs made from recyclable plastic. With the new signs in place,
wilderness travelers will be able to follow their trail routes more easily.

"I am proud of the extra effort our employees put forward to accomplish this additional work,"
said Los Padres Forest Supervisor Peggy Hernandez. "The thousands of visitors who come

to the Los Padres every year to hike and camp in the wilderness will be pleasantly surprised

when they see the work that's been done."

With nearly 200 miles of improvements, the trails on Los Padres National Forest are in their
best shape in years. Come on out and see for yourself!

Program Project Name: Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit South Lake Tahoe
Partners Fuels Project

Local Project Name: LTBMU South Lake Tahoe Partners Fuels Project
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Lake Tahoe Basin

Nearby City(ies): South Lake Tahoe

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: El Dorado, Placer; NV: Douglas, Washoe

Modified Date: 5/19/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project Reduces Wildland Fire Danger
(Story posted 5/17/2011)

On July 27, 2009, the Tahoe Fire and Fuels team, through Nevada FireSafe Council, was
awarded $3,589,000 Forest Service Recovery Act grant designated primarily for fuels
reduction work and related activities on non-federal properties within the Placer County and
Eldorado County portions of the Lake Tahoe Basin. A small amount of funding was also
provided for defensible space related education and outreach efforts in the Lake Tahoe
Basin. The funds were secured through the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.

Work began in fall 2009 and ended in January 2011, affecting 1,398 acres on 40 distinct
projects. Projects were selected based on the threat of catastrophic loss due to wildfire
presented to communities from fuel loading on the property; the willingness of the property
owner to participate; and the availability of resources to get the project completed in a timely
manner.

Thanks to the achievements of the Tahoe Fire and Fuels Team, particularly within
jurisdictions of the Lake Valley Fire Protection District, the Fallen Leaf Fire Department, the
North Tahoe Fire Protection District and the City of South Lake Tahoe Fire Department, the
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total number of acres thinned through this grant was 929, which exceeded the amount called
for in the original proposal (806) by 125 acres, or 15 percent. In addition to the 929 acres that
have been completely treated, an additional 100 acres have been thinned and await pile
burning; thinning has commenced on 70 more acres; and forestry/permitting work has
commenced on 299 acres. The work on projects that await pile burning, are in progress, or
have been planned will be completed with additional funding or when additional funding has
been secured.

By district, 629 acres were affected in North Tahoe FPD (45 percent of the total); 357 acres
in the City of Lake Tahoe (26 percent); 238 acres in Lake Valley FPD (17 percent); 124 acres
in Meeks Bay FPD (9 percent); and 50 acres in Fallen Leaf FD (5 percent). All work was
done on non-federal property. The total includes property owned by the State of California,
California State Parks, California Tahoe Conservancy, the Tahoe City Public Utilities District,
and individual private property owners.

Mechanized equipment from the private sector and hand crews from the public and private
sectors were employed to complete the work. Private contractors were used to provide
operational oversight and GIS services during the project. These serve as examples of
Tahoe Fire and Fuels Team projects that have been ongoing since 2008 and will continue
through 2011 and beyond if funding is available.

In addition to the shaded fuel break work, funds were allocated for a basin-wide defensible
space education and outreach effort. Two local public relations firms collaborated with fire
professionals in the basin to create the “Get Defensive” campaign. The campaign, which
included direct mailings, radio advertisements, and television promotions, went live in spring
2010 and will continue throughout 2011. It is estimated that the campaign has reached more
than 150,000 residents and visitors since its inception. To complete the education and
outreach effort, a local education non-profit was hired to create an educational video and
curriculum for pre-teen children based on the Living with Fire program designed by University
of Nevada Cooperative Extension. The video and curriculum are currently being distributed to
classrooms in the Lake Tahoe Basin and have been made available to schools on a regional
level.

Nearly 92,000 man hours were spent on these projects. This translates to the creation of 42
full-time jobs over the 17-month period. The Tahoe Fire and Fuels Team is grateful to the
partners within the Basin who supported this ambitious fuels reduction program and the
team’s ongoing work, particularly the United States Forest Service (LTBMU), the Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency, and the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Board.

Program Project Name: Regionwide Fuels Reduction Project

Local Project Name: Granite Stewardship Biomass Removal - Thinning WRHR0109
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Stanislaus

Ranger District: Groveland
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Nearby City(ies): Groveland
Congressional District(s): CA19
County(ies): CA: Mariposa, Tuolumne
Modified Date: 5/19/2011

Story:

Stanislaus National Forest Achieves Vital Hazardous Fuels Reduction Work
(Story posted 5/17/2010)

On the Stanislaus National Forest, Recovery Act-funded hazardous fuels reduction work took
place in 2009 as part of a contract for thinning stands on 2,700 acres. The stands planted
after the devastating 1973 Granite Fire had become overly dense with vegetation, creating a
fire risk and unhealthy watershed conditions. By thinning the stands to reduce ladder fuels
and the number of trees per acre, the remaining trees will be healthier and more resistant to
the effects of drought, insects, and disease and wildfires.

In June 2009, Sierra Resource Management out of Jamestown, California, began thinning
work and the accompanying clean-up, subsoiling, and erosion work. Logging concluded for
the Recovery Act-funded work on July 21, 2009. The last Timber Statement of Account for
Recovery Act-funded sawlog/biomass removal took place in August 2009. Final acceptance
occurred December 9, 2009 after the contractor completed burning landing slash piles.

Program Project Name: Blue Lake Power, LLC

Local Project Name: Blue Lake Power Roundwood Project
Region: Forest Products Laboratory

Nearby City(ies): Blue Lake, CA

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Shasta

Modified Date: 2/8/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Grant Canceled
(Story posted 2/8/2012)

USDA Forest Service Recovery Act funds earmarked to support upgrades and retrofits to a
co-generation facility in Blue Lake, California will not be used for that purpose after Forest
service officials determined the grant would not be a good investment. The grant was
canceled after circumstances changed significantly before the funds were released to the
grantee.

Program Project Name: Invasive Plant Region-wide
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Local Project Name: Integrated Pest Management of Noxious Weeds and Invasive Plants in
California

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Nearby City(ies): various throughout the state
Congressional District(s): CA05

County(ies): CA: Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del
Norte, El Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, Lassen, Los
Angeles, Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Mono, Monterey, Napa,
Nevada, Orange, Placer, Plumas, Riverside, Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San
Diego, San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa
Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tehama,
Trinity, Tulare, Tuolumne, Ventura, Yolo, Yuba

Modified Date: 9/21/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Invasive Plant Management Brings Jobs, Protects Resources
(Story posted 9/8/2011)

A USDA Forest Service State and Private Forestry Recovery Act grant to the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), the state agency with the overall mandate to
manage the noxious weed and invasive plant program, is helping retain and create jobs while
tackling the ongoing challenge of combating noxious weeds.

CDFA sub-granted funds to approximately 40 other entities—mainly counties, local weed
management areas, and resource conservation districts—although a few state agencies and
non-profits were also included. Recovery Act-funded work throughout the state in managing
invasive plants associated with forested lands has continued since late 2009. Work that has
involved public education, prevention, surveys, mapping, control activities, and monitoring
should be finished by December 2011. Since the grant began, workers have treated over
3,500 acres and surveyed over 150,000 acres.

The California state budget has been affected by the economic downturn, and in turn, the
ability of the state to provide funding at the local level for invasive plant work has decreased.
This Recovery Act funding has allowed the local governments and non-profits to maintain
many positions that would have been lost while also hiring seasonal workers to conduct
control work and surveys.

Program Project Name: Invasive Plant Distressed County

Local Project Name: Invasive Plant Management on State and Private Lands within Siskiyou
and Los Angeles Counties

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Nearby City(ies): various

Congressional District(s): CA02, CA05, CA22
County(ies): CA: Los Angeles, Siskiyou
Modified Date: 9/12/2011

Page 264



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Invasive Plant Management

(Story posted 9/8/2011)

In Los Angeles and Siskiyou counties a USDA Forest Service State and Private Forestry
Recovery Act-funded grant has been supporting work to conduct an integrated pest
management program against invasive plants associated with forested lands.

The Forest Service issued the grant to the California Department of Food and Agriculture,
which in turn sub-granted to the Siskiyou County agriculture department and a Los Angeles
County local resource conservation district to conduct control and prevention activities;
surveys and monitoring; and public education. The projects have put several people to work,
who thus far have surveyed about 7,000 acres and treated around 75 acres in these counties
where high unemployment exists. Most work will be completed by the end of 2011.

Program Project Name: Insect and Disease Region-wide Project

Local Project Name: Pest Detection in the Tropical Urban Forest, Restoration and Sudden
Oak Death mitigation

Region: Pacific Southwest Region
Nearby City(ies): Los Angeles, San Diego, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Tumon Bay, Guam

Congressional District(s): CA06, CA07, CA08, CA09, CA10, CAl1l, CA12, CA13, CAl4,
CA15, CA16, CA24, CA25, GUOO

County(ies): CA: Alameda, Contra Costa, Humboldt, Lake, Los Angeles, Marin, Mendocino,
Monterey, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa
Cruz, Sonoma; GU: Guam; HI: Hawaii

Modified Date: 1/20/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Research Studies Work to Eradicate Tropical Pests

(Story posted 9/22/2011)

A three-pronged Recovery Act-funded research and outreach grant has been supporting
forest health in California, Guam, and Hawaii.

Reducing Sudden Oak Death and Combating the Goldspotted Oak Borer

In California, project implementation and outreach efforts to combat sudden oak death are
underway. Sudden Oak Death is a tree disease caused by the plant pathogen Phytophthora
ramorum. The disease kills some oak species and has had devastating effects on forests in
California and Oregon. In addition, efforts are underway to the stop an oak insect pest, the
goldspotted oak borer that has been linked to elevated levels of oak mortality ongoing in San
Diego County.
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Funds are supporting the California Oak Mortality Task Force (COMTF) created in 2000 by
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and the California Forest Pest
Council to bring together public agencies, non-profit organizations, and private interests to
address sudden oak death in California in a comprehensive and coordinated manner.
Other Recovery Act-funded activities include the following:

* extension of sudden oak death science and management to California’s North Coast

» funding a services contract for coordinator of goldspotted oak borer management

« determining the rate and pattern of spread of goldspotted oak borer and its impact on red
oak woodlands in Southern California

* hiring a public information officer for sudden oak death and goldspotted oak borer

* supporting a goldspotted oak borer education and outreach program in San Diego County

For example, three experienced sudden oak death extension experts have been conducting
public information activities in the eight counties where this disease is most active. The
number of SOD extension events these experts have arranged and led has been exhaustive,
and as a result of these events—the Web pages that they manage, the television spots they
set up and handle, and many other activities in which they participate—the word is definitely
getting out on how Californians can best contend with this otherwise formidable disease.

Work to determine the rate and pattern of spread of goldspotted oak borer and its impact on
red oak woodlands in Southern California is also progressing. Partners acquired 2011 aerial
imagery from Eagle Aerial Imaging in two sections that cover the entire infestation and
margin areas within San Diego County and are utilizing this imagery to review, analyze, and
correct previously completed oak woodland vegetation maps that various agencies have
created.

Cycad Restoration and Coconut Rhinocerus Beetle Suppression

In Guam, a scale insect, cycad aulacaspis scale (CAS), invaded in 2003, causing some
Guam habitats have experienced more than 90 percent mortality of the pre-2003 cycas
micronesica (cycad) population. Cycads are seed plants typically characterized by a stout
and woody (ligneous) trunk with a crown of large, hard and stiff, evergreen leaves.

Although CAS has been brought under partial biological control via the introduction of
Rhyzobius lophanthae, numerous pre-existing threats have combined to create several
cascading threats to the plant population. The efficacy of Rhyzobius control has shown
erratic patterns over time, and Cycas plants with heavy CAS infestations are still commonly
found. Mature trees command the greatest level of protection from the Rhyzobius predator,
and for some reason the predator is not protecting new seedlings as they emerge. The loss
of so many individuals of a dominant native forest species in such a short amount of time has
undoubtedly altered ecosystem characteristics as never before.

Recovery Act funds are supporting efforts to monitor cycad plant population census and
structure to determine demographic changes as plants continue to die and survey the
persistence of the cascading insect threats and ecosystem changes while determining
various reasons for the failure of new cycad seedlings to establish.
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During September 2007, an infestation of an invasive insect, the coconut rhinoceros beetle
(CRB) was discovered on Guam. Adults of this large scarab beetle kill coconuts and other
palms when they bore into the crown to feed on sap, and grubs feed on decaying coconut
logs and stumps. Without significant control efforts, CRB can be expected to kill at least 50
percent of Guam's coconut palms and related plants. The damage and losses to resort, park,
and residential shade and ornamental plants on Guam will affect the aesthetic appeal of
important properties and tourist areas. Some losses in recreational use and revenue due to
diminished scenic appeal are likely. Costs associated with hazard tree removal, tree
replacement, and regulatory actions are expected to increase. A permanent infestation could
lead to additional interstate and international quarantine restrictions, affecting Guam, its trade
partners, and other states.

A Recovery Act-supported eradication project is being managed as an emergency under the
Incident Command System and employs two major tactics: sanitation and trapping.
Sanitation is focused on detection and destruction of breeding sites.

During the past few months, CRB has escaped from the quarantine zone along the northeast
coast of Guam and has spread to inland areas where adults have established breeding sites
in large compost piles, some of which exceed 200 cubic yards. In addition, during March
2011, a large infestation of CRB was discovered at the northern tip of Guam.

Coconut rhinoceros is a difficult insect to detect, eradicate or control. To date, no natural
CRB biocontrol has been observed on Guam. Without density-dependent, self-propagating
biocontrol, Guam is primed for a CRB population explosion. Large numbers of adult beetles
will initiate a positive feedback loop in which palms are killed, producing more food for grubs
which will transform into ever increasing numbers of adults until food becomes limiting. If a
massive CRB population occurs, risk of accidental export to other islands and elsewhere will
increase.

Researchers are working to develop recommendations for emergency treatment of the large,
recently-infested compost piles. To date, an efficacious insecticide for use on large piles of
infested compost has not been found. In addition, an unexpected observation led to a better
understanding of the biology of CRB on Guam. Researchers discovered that a significant
number of CRB are going through their entire development cycle in the crowns of coconut
palms. Arboreal development of CRB has not been reported elsewhere. Following this
discovery, the sanitation strategy was modified to include removal of unwanted coconut
palms that are likely to enable CRB arboreal development.

Early Detection of Pests in the Tropical Urban Forest

USDA Forest Service Recovery Act funds are supporting efforts to survey for invasive insects
and pathogens in urban forest areas near ports of entry into Hawaii. Thus far monitoring work
underway since early 2011 using traps in strategically selected urban areas has not detected
any new invasive organisms attacking Hawaii's native tree species. In addition to providing
work for scientists, the project is helping ensure conservation of Hawaii's unique ecosystems
through the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources-administered grant that will
allow monitoring activities to continue until the end of 2012.

Page 267



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Development of Koa Tree Micro and Macro Propagation

In Hawaii, researchers are working to increase koa tree rooting success. Researchers have
screened seedlings from a large number of different koa parents and have found that there is
a very wide amount of variation in the ability of these families to “throw roots” when the
rooted cuttings approach is used as the means used to achieve macro propagation. They
have also found ways of increasing the rate of rooting success dramatically by developing a
set of best practices to induce rooting.

As a results of these advances, it is possible to make commercially-acceptable levels of
rooted cuttings from most (although not all) families of Acacia koa. Because of this success,
it has not been necessary to develop means of micro-production of this species.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Reduction of Hazardous Fuels for Woody
Biomass

Local Project Name: PNF BKRD Clarks Aspen
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Beckwourth

Nearby City(ies): Janesville, CA

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Lassen, Plumas

Modified Date: 1/17/2012

Story:
Recovery Act-funded Stewardship Project to Offer Many Benefits

(Story posted 9/15/2011)

The Clarks Aspen (Thompson Aspen) Recovery Act-funded Stewardship Project will improve
the health and viability of local aspen stands, provide local jobs, and support a nearby
electrical power plant that uses sustainable biomass.

This Recovery Act project will create critical short-term jobs while improving the health of
aspen stands on the east-side Plumas National Forest through conifer removal. Aspen
stands on the forest have slowly degraded over time due to conifer encroachment, and this
project will help revitalize these stands. In addition to increasing aspen stand health, biomass
material removed will help power a local co-generation power plant. The use of alternative
fuels will help decrease the reliance on fossil fuels as woody biomass is a sustainable
product.

Although yet to start, the three-year term of the project contract will allow the contractor to do
long-term business planning. The contractor is presently operating on other contracts on the
Plumas National Forest and the Thompson Aspen project will allow him to keep his
employees working after he completes his current obligations.
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In this rural area, small businesses are vital to local economies and communities and are
also essential to the infrastructure needed to accomplish projects on National Forests that
are necessary for fuels reduction and forest health. The biomass from this project will go to
Honey Lake Power in Wendell, California. HLP is one of the largest employers in this very
remote region of California, with 25 employees and 85 indirect jobs.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Reduction of Hazardous Fuels for Woody
Biomass

Local Project Name: PNF-MTH-Meadow Valley Biomass Decks
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Mt. Hough

Nearby City(ies): Meadow Valley and Quincy, California
Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Plumas

Modified Date: 1/17/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Stewardship Project Supports Numerous Goals
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

On the Plumas National Forest, the Meadow Valley Recovery Act-funded Stewardship
Project finished in August 2010 reduced hazardous wildland fuels by removing landing piles
resulting from past timber sales in the Meadow Valley area. These landing piles had been
generated with plans to utilize the small-diameter wood as biomass, but market conditions
and transportation difficulties had resulted in the piles being left after the sales ended. Their
location relative to residual trees and proximity to rural homes made burning the piles
difficult. Local residents and visitors use the area for motorized and non-motorized
recreational riding on the National Forest System and other non-system roads and trails, so
the visual impacts and concerns of arson prompted the Forest Service to look for alternative
treatment options.

Utilizing Recovery Act funding, an Integrated Resource Service Contract was put out for bid,
and a local logging company was awarded the job. This company brought in heavy
equipment to chip almost 2,000 tons of biomass, which was used to produce energy. Wood-
to-energy projects such as this support the nation's goal to reduce our use and reliance on
fossil fuels. The proceeds from the biomass value and other Recovery Act funds were utilized
to rehabilitate the nine landing locations and temporary access roads.

In addition to the landing treatments, the contractor performed road maintenance and
improvements on just over eight miles of National Forest System roads and trails. Many of
the road and trail surfaces were severely rutted; ditches were plugged; and other water
drainage structures were either compromised or non-existent. Workers graded the road
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surfaces and upgraded water drainage structures. These treatments allowed for improved
recreational and public safety access while also improving water quality.

Program Project Name: Region-wide Reduction of Hazardous Fuels for Woody
Biomass

Local Project Name: PNF-MTH-Empire Biomass, Mt Hough Biomass Removal
Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Ranger District: Mt. Hough

Nearby City(ies): Quincy

Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Plumas

Modified Date: 1/17/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Stewardship Project Provides Jobs, Supports the Environment
(Story posted 9/29/2011 and updated 1/3/2012)

Recovery Act-funded workers helped improve overall forest health conditions and vegetative
diversity while reducing the threat of large-scale, high-intensity wildfires on Plumas National
Forest land adjacent to communities. The Mt. Hough Empire Stewardship Project allowed for
a combination of treatments within a footprint between other large-scale treatment types to
tie together a defensible fuel profile zone (DFPZ.)*

Local contractors began work last winter to masticate 197 acres over multiple treatment
blocks and accomplish hand thinning and piling of small-diameter trees and brush along
corridors on 88 acres. In thinning operations on 45 acres, workers mechanically harvested
over 1,200 tons of small-diameter trees, which were chipped and utilized as biomass to
produce energy.

Work began again in fall 2011 when the logging season wound down, and the project was
finished on 12/29/2011. The small-diameter trees were chipped and delivered to a co-
generation plant located in Quincy, California, to generate electricity.

Most of this work was accomplished during mild winter weather in the winter, a time when
logging companies frequently are without work. Contractors also performed road
maintenance and improvements on a few miles of National Forest System roads and trails to
improve recreational and public safety access while also enhancing water quality.

*DFPZs are areas where vegetation has been reduced to levels where fire intensity and rate
of spread will decrease and allow for safer firefighter access.
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Program Project Name: Region-wide Reduction of Hazardous Fuels for Woody
Biomass

Local Project Name: Plumas Biomass Utilization

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Plumas

Nearby City(ies): Quincy, Greenville, Taylorsville, Chester, Downieville and others
Congressional District(s): CA04

County(ies): CA: Plumas, Sierra

Modified Date: 1/17/2012

Story:

Plumas National Forest Recovery Act-funded Study to Provide Long-term Benefits
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

The Plumas Biomass Utilization project complements short-term Recovery Act support for
biomass removal projects on the Plumas National Forest with a project intended to support
long-term capacity for economical biomass utilization, the result being significant local job
creation; maintaining and enhancing local biomass infrastructure for the future; reducing
hazardous fuels; and enhancing forest health and wildfire resiliency.

This project is being implemented through a Cooperative Agreement between the Plumas
National Forest and the Sierra Institute for Community and Environment. Sierra Institute is a
local organization based in Taylorsville, California, that has an impressive track record
developing partnerships integrating natural resource management with socio-economics and
sustaining rural communities.

Unemployment in Plumas County is over 16 percent, well above the state and national
averages. A very high percentage of the land base is National Forest System lands, making
management of these lands and the sustainability of the local economy closely intertwined. A
very high risk of catastrophic wildfire also exists due to buildup of small-diameter fuels along
with a challenge in making the removal of that biomass economical in the face of a declining
local infrastructure to support wood-to-energy processing.

Products from this project will include (among many facets) supply and market analyses, field
trials of different transportation systems on an actual biomass removal project, and
assessment of solutions for biomass transportation challenges on road systems on the
Plumas and adjacent lands. The outcome will be to help the Forest Service and local
communities identify feasible next steps to improve the economics of biomass removal on
National Forest System lands and sustain and improve local infrastructure, without which one
cannot achieve either economic improvement or ecological restoration objectives.
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Program Project Name: Region-wide Reduction of Hazardous Fuels for Woody
Biomass

Local Project Name: Lost Sunton Shear/Remove, Blue Mountain Mechanical ARRA
Stewardship, Carr Juniper Shear/Remove (Stewardship)

Region: Pacific Southwest Region

Forest: Modoc

Nearby City(ies): Tule Lake, Alturas, CA
Congressional District(s): CA02, CA04
County(ies): CA: Lassen, Modoc, Siskiyou
Modified Date: 1/17/2012

Story:

Modoc National Forest Recovery Act-funded Projects Support Forest Health
(Story posted 10/12/2011)

On the Modoc National Forest, Recovery Act-funded hazardous fuels reduction projects are
underway to support healthy forests and ecosystems adjacent to communities; reduce the
use and reliance on fossil fuels; and generate clean energy from renewable resources.

The Lost Sunton project entails removing young growth western juniper in three areas on the
Big Valley Ranger District. The objectives are to reduce the fuel loading near Lost Valley
Mountain and to regenerate bitterbrush and mountain mahogany for wildlife in the other two
areas—-Spring Hill and Indian Springs. Presently, the project is approximately one-third
complete.

The Blue Mountain Stewardship Project is designed to improve and maintain forest health on
approximately 1,900 acres of eastside pine forest and sage steppe on the Devil's Garden
Ranger District through mechanical thinning of junipers and small pines. The project is
expected to increase native browse and forage species used by mule deer and elk. Thinning
will restore species composition and tree densities that more closely resemble pre-settlement
conditions in eastside pine forests and help remove encroaching junipers from sage steppe
habitats to facilitate future use of prescribed and natural fire to manage forest health and fuel
loads.

The Carr Allotment Juniper Project is located on the Doublehead Ranger District and is
designed to treat western juniper on 1,000 acres of National Forest System lands to improve
rangeland health and wildlife habitat. Currently, western juniper is displacing native grasses,
forbs, and shrubs within the project area that is important to livestock and wildlife and is
within the Clear Lake Active Management Area (AMA) for sage-grouse. The AMA was
established in the immediate area around Clear Lake National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) as the
priority area for the sage-grouse population and habitat management until the population is
capable of expanding to other locations.

Workers will remove all junipers except for old growth in order to release the shrubs, such as
sagebrush and bitterbrush, native grasses and forbs, and a spring that lies within the project
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area. Contractors will conduct mechanical thinning on 1,000 acres; 806 acres will be
mechanical with limited restrictions and 194 acres will be winter thinned over snow or frozen
ground.

Workers will conduct hand treatments over the same 1,000 acres to remove juniper trees that
are less than 18 inches in height. Implementation began at the end of September. The
removed junipers are being used as sawlogs and sold to REACH, Inc. in Klamath Falls,
Oregon. REACH, Inc., a non-profit organization, produces juniper wood products such as
decking, landscape bark, flooring, square posts, peeled poles, paneling, and lumber while
promoting equality and acceptance of people of all abilities.

The Carr Juniper Project will complement other projects funded by the US Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Natural Resources Conservation Service on adjacent private lands within the
project area designed to increase habitat for greater sage-grouse, a candidate species for
listing under the Endangered Species Act. Spring 2013 is the anticipated completion date.

Program Project Name: Blue Ledge Copper Mine Toxic Waste Clean-up

Local Project Name: Blue Ledge Mine Abstract for EPA 2012 Hardrock Mining Conference
Region: Pacific Northwest Region

Forest: Rogue River-Siskiyou

Ranger District; Siskiyou Mountains

Nearby City(ies): Ashland, OR

Congressional District(s): CA02

County(ies): CA: Siskiyou

Related Photo(s) Link: http:/prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5361317

Modified Date: 6/11/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Project Work to be featured at EPA Hardrock Mining Conference
(Story posted 1/25/2012)

In early April, USDA Forest Service project managers will report on the successful Recovery
Act-funded Blue Ledge Mine Removal Action on the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest at
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Hardrock Mining Conference in Denver,
which is a forum for the exchange of scientific information on current and future
environmental issues that shape the future of the mining industry. Last fall, contractors
successfully completed a non-time-critical removal action at the Blue Ledge Mine superfund
site situated on patented land in remote, rugged mountains just south of the Oregon-
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California border. Effectiveness monitoring and site maintenance is scheduled for three
years, after which the EPA will take over the site. The abstract follows.

Proposed U.S. EPA Hardrock Mining Conference 2012 Oral Presentation Topic: Restoration

Title: Blue Ledge Mine Removal Action, Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest

Author contact information:

Pete Jones

On-Scene Coordinator

USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Region
pajones@fs.fed.us

645 Washington St., Ashland, OR 97520
541-951-1429

The US Forest Service successfully completed a $15 million non-time-critical removal action
at the Blue Ledge Mine superfund site in the fall of 2011. The site is situated on patented
land in remote, rugged mountains just south of the Oregon-California border. With over two
miles of underground workings on ten levels, it was one of the largest mines in mineral-rich
SW Oregon and northern California from 1902 through the 1920s, with intermittent
development continuing through the 1940s. The mine is a massive sulfide deposit that was
primarily developed for copper and zinc, but also yielded gold, silver, and lead. High grade
ore was hand sorted and sent to the smelter in Tacoma, Washington. Miners dumped over
150,000 tons of sulfide-rich waste rock on the extremely steep mountain slopes located
below 13 adits. Four distinct waste rock piles covered more than 12 acres. The waste rock
piles became the source of highly toxic metal-rich acid mine drainage (AMD) that discharged
600,000 gallons per day into drainages at peak flow during spring runoff. For over 100 years
the AMD destroyed virtually all aquatic life in the four miles of Joe Creek that passes directly
below the waste rock piles.

The two-season long removal action focused on AMD source control by excavating over
66,500 cubic yards of waste rock from the steep slopes and hauling it to a sealed repository.
The repository was constructed about 1.5 miles from the mine. Steep cliffs, poor access, and
extremely hazardous conditions presented substantial challenges to the contractor. Cleanup
standards required waste rock removal down to background metals concentrations in the
soil, or within ¥2” of bedrock, whichever came first. The contractor chose to use up to three
spider excavators to climb up the 380-450 waste rock piles to excavate the waste rock from
the top down, until the pile could be reached by conventional excavators and dozers. As
many as 20 laborers in rock climbing gear/ropes followed closely behind the spider
excavators. Laborers used picks, shovels and brooms to clear waste rock down to bedrock.
Handheld X- ray fluorescence equipment was used to field verify cleanup success, followed
by laboratory confirmation. Five off-highway 35-ton articulated dump trucks hauled over
5,000 loads of waste rock down steep access roads, with some constructed at 30 percent
grades. Helicopters ferried a mini excavator, 30,000 Ibs of reclamation materials, and 20,000
pounds of steel for 10 bat gates custom constructed at the adit portals.
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Reclamation included placing clean topsoil on the more gentle slopes, planting 10,000 native
shrubs and trees grown for the project, riprap lining 1,500 feet of drainage channel banks,
installing 600 square yards of slope stabilization mesh, and placing native grass seed and
mulch on about 20 acres of disturbed ground. Approximately 1,300 feet of log wattles and
2,600 feet of straw wattles were installed on the steep slopes where clean soil remained
following waste rock removal. All disturbed soils were covered with straw, hydromulch, bark
mulch, slash or riprap. Ten innovative basins were constructed in the drainages below the
waste rock piles to treat eroded residual waste rock sediment, metals, and low pH runoff.
Effectiveness monitoring and site maintenance is scheduled for three years, after which the
EPA will take over the site.

The successful public lands cleanup was funded with $12.5 million from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and $2.5 million from a CERCLA cost-recovery claim
negotiated between the Department of Justice and ASARCO. URS from Portland, Oregon
provided the removal design. The general contractor was Engineering/Remediation
Resources Group located in Martinez, California. The earthworks subcontractor was Granite
Construction from Sacramento, California. As many as 50 on-site workers and engineering
support staff benefited from working on the project. Twenty-three workers were newly hired.
More than $4 million was spent in the economically depressed local counties.

Program Project Name: Renovation Makes Honeymoon Campground Safe and
Accessible

Local Project Name: Honeymoon Flat Reconstruction Campground
Region: Intermountain Region

Forest: Humboldt & Toiy

Ranger District: Bridgeport

Nearby City(ies): Bridgeport, CA

Congressional District(s): CA25

County(ies): CA: Mono

Modified Date: 2/14/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Popular Campground Facelift

(Story posted 2/13/2012)

In July 2011 on the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Bridgeport Ranger District, Recovery
Act-funded contractors completed reconstruction of the Honeymoon Flat Campground
nestled on Robinson creek among aspens and Jeffrey pines.

In addition to replacing campsite features with accessible fire rings, grills, tables, tent pads,
and bear boxes, work at the popular campground included realigning the roads and spurs
and replacing the water distribution system and hydrants. The improvements will help protect
the nearby riparian area; provide safe drinking water; and allow for people of all abilities to
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enjoy the area.
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Colorado

Program Project Name: Rocky Mountain Region Bark Beetle and Hazardous Fuels
Reduction Projects

Local Project Name: Routt National Forest Hazard Tree Removal
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Hahns Peak/Bears Ear

Nearby City(ies): Steamboat Springs, Colorado and Walden Colorado
Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Grand, Jackson, Routt

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/446hryn

Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:

Routt National Forest Hazard Tree Removal Provides Jobs, Enhances Safety
(Story posted 4/2/2010)

Three northwestern Colorado companies were able to maintain and add jobs in 2009 as a
result of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The Rocky Mountain Youth Corps
also hired about dozen young people to work on hazard tree removal.

The Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests received $2.2 million to remove hazardous dead
trees from roadsides and campgrounds in 2009. The dead trees are a result of a landscape-
scale beetle epidemic and pose a safety threat to people recreating and working in the forest.
About 150 miles of forest roads, 15 campgrounds, and numerous trailheads and dispersed
campsites were cleared of dead trees last summer and fall.

“This money truly did create and keep jobs,” said Trent Jones of Rogue Resources in
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, one of the companies subcontracted to do the work. “Before
we got this work, we had five full time loggers. We were able to keep all of them on and add
10 additional employees,” he said. Jones said that since his company started the work in
June it has been able to keep all those people on the payroll and spending money in the
community.

The City of Steamboat Springs also received $1 million ARRA money through a Colorado
State Forest Service program and hired Rogue Resources to remove hazard trees on 300
acres last fall and this winter, so Rogue Resources employees will likely be working all winter
long.

“These jobs also supported our sawmill. Because we have the logs from the hazard tree
removal projects, we're able to keep our sawmill running, which has another 10 employees,”
Jones said. “Without the stimulus money, we might not still be around.”

Another company, West Range Reclamation also managed to keep its employees working
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due to ARRA. “That job was very timely,” said Cody Neff, owner of West Range Reclamation.
“We were able to keep 11 men working for two months on that project. “The Forest Service
was great to work with, and I'd like to say thanks to all of them. | hope that in future we can
have a sustainable timber industry without government support.”

In addition, Forest Products, Inc. in Walden, Colorado was able to maintain seven jobs
removing hazard trees throughout the summer, according to owner Don Shellhass.

The Rocky Mountain Youth Corps also received $500,000 of ARRA funds and was able to
add four people to their administrative workforce and 33 youths to cut up hazard trees felled
by forest service crews in campgrounds, along trails and at trailheads. “It was really exciting
to be able to put young people to work while helping restore economic vitality,” said Gretchen
Van De Carr, executive director of Rocky Mountain Youth Corps.

In addition to providing an opportunity to create or retain jobs to complete these projects, the
removal of the dead trees will maintain access for the public, emergency vehicles, and to
power lines and communication sites, all for greater public safety. These efforts also increase
firefighter safety and ingress/egress in the event of forest fires, as well as creating fuel
breaks to help contain fires.

Program Project Name: Confluence Energy, LLC

Local Project Name: Grinding, Hauling and Processing of Biomass
Region: Forest Products Laboratory

Nearby City(ies): Kremmling

Congressional District(s): CO02

County(ies): CO: Grand

Modified Date: 9/8/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Biomass Grinding, Hauling, and Processing
(Story posted 4/26/2010)

Mountain pine beetle infestation has reached unprecedented, catastrophic levels within
modern times in northern Colorado and southern Wyoming. Confluence Energy currently
operates a large wood pellet facility that is in the epicenter of the mountain pine beetle
infestation. Confluence Energy is taking some of this material and turning it into renewable
energy, namely wood pellets.

Since receiving a USDA Forest Service Recovery Act-funded grant, Confluence Energy has
been able to increase wood pellet production by 25 percent for its daily volume. At the
beginning of the grant, the flow of material through the company's process started slowly and

ramped up through the year. Confluence Energy was able to add five to six incremental jobs.

The wood pellet industry is experiencing a very difficult year. The grant helped the company
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keep operating and ensure that it is a low-cost provider. The purchase of fuel and parts in the
community also impacted other businesses in Kremmling, Colorado. Confluence Energy
estimates that the impact of this grant will be about 10 years on the community of Kremmling.

Program Project Name: Boulder County Parks

Local Project Name: The Boulder County Woody Biomass Utilization Project
Region: Forest Products Laboratory

Nearby City(ies): Longmont

Congressional District(s): CO02

County(ies): CO: Boulder

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:

Boulder County Has Great Expectations For The Woody Biomass Utilization Project
(Story posted 5/17/2010)

Boulder County is piloting a woody biomass utilization project that has two components. The
first component includes enhancing operation of an existing sort yard and starting a second
collection site and sort yard to utilize woody biomass produced from forest management
activities on the Arapho and Roosevelt NF and adjacent private and county lands. The
second component is to recommission a biomass heating system at a suitable site in Boulder
County.

The grant will support the purchase of equipment to enhance the sort yards as well as
contributing capital to costs incurred in relocating the Nederland biomass heating system.
Equipment supported by this grant include a tracked log loader to facilitate more efficient
sorting of merchantable material and loading and off-loading trucks and trailers, and a
modular kiln that would be used to heat treat material that is currently infested with bark
beetles.

Boulder County sent out a Request for Proposal for the equipment portion of the grant. We
received two bids - one from Honnen Equipment and one from Universal Tractor. With all
considerations taken into account, Boulder County accepted Honnen's bid. We are in the
process of obtaining this equipment, which is scheduled for delivery in May 2010.

The grant is anticipated to have a 20-year benefit to Boulder County and its residents, as well
as an increase in management of forested lands across various land ownerships. In addition,
it is anticipated that new jobs will be created as a result of increase forest management in the
area.

Program Project Name: Pawnee National Grassland - Bird Tour Roads
Local Project Name: Bird Tour
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Region: Rocky Mountain Region
Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Ranger District: Pawnee

Nearby City(ies): Greeley, Colorado
Congressional District(s): CO04
County(ies): CO: Weld

Modified Date: 1/24/2012

Story:

Pawnee National Grassland Bird Tour Road to Benefit from Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 4/16/2010)

The Pawnee National Grassland (PNG) located in northeast Weld County, Colorado, is
known internationally for its outstanding bird watching opportunities which contribute to
tourism in Colorado. There are several key sites on the PNG where much of the bird
watching occurs.

The Pawnee Bird Tour utilizes grassland and county roads and provides recreational visitors
the opportunity to view a variety of bird species in their natural environment. The Pawnee
Buttes are also a key site for bird watching, especially raptors. The Bird Tour road has
degraded due to loss of aggregate surfacing and erosion problems caused by poor road
drainage. It is also in need of designated interpretive points of interest.

Project funding will provide for backlogged road maintenance and designated and signed
interpretive pullouts. Past partners who have made the Bird Tour successful include the
National Audubon Society and the Colorado Division of Wildlife.

Program Project Name: Molly Margerat Moon Trailhead Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Molly Margerat Moon Trailhead Construction

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Ranger District: Canyon Lakes

Nearby City(ies): Fort Collins, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO04

County(ies): CO: Larimer

Modified Date: 3/16/2011

Story:

Trailhead Reconstruction Planned
(Story posted 4/16/2010)

The need for this project originated from insufficient trailhead and trail facilities to
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accommodate significant increases in use. Mount Margaret, Molly Moon, Lady Moon, and
Elkhorn Creek Trailheads are small, minimally developed and adjacent to busy county roads.

Trailhead reconstruction is one phase of this multi-part project to repair and reroute trails and
decommission unneeded roads. This project includes reconstruction of four trailheads and
decommissioning of two road-side pull-offs. A safe and enjoyable recreation experience will
be restored.

Program Project Name: Rainbow Lakes Trailhead Reconstruction Improves Safety and
Accessibility

Local Project Name: Rainbow Lakes Trailhead Reconstruction
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Ranger District: Boulder

Nearby City(ies): Boulder, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO02

County(ies): CO: Boulder

Modified Date: 7/23/2010

Story:

Rainbow Lakes Trailhead Reconstruction to Improve Accessibility
(Story posted 4/16/2010)

The Rainbow Lakes trailhead will be relocated outside of the Rainbow Lakes Campground
but still within close proximity. The new trailhead will consolidate parking, provide new toilets,
and new signing, all designed to modern standards for convenience and accessibility.

The area will ultimately be reconfigured and upgraded to provide the public with safe and
sustainable facilities for quality recreation opportunities in the area.

Program Project Name: Fort Collins Lab Improvements
Local Project Name: Station Headquarters New Laboratory
Region: Rocky Mountain Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Fort Collins, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO04

County(ies): CO: Larimer

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3wn75wc

Modified Date: 1/12/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support New Station Headquarters Laboratory
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(Story posted 5/13/2009 and updated 9/22/2011))

On August 27, 2010, the Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station (RMRS)
dedicated its new Forestry Sciences Research Laboratory in Fort Collins, Colorado. The
21,000-square foot two-story building costing just over $5.3 million was built with about $1.5
million of Recovery Act funds, adding an additional 6,000 square feet to what was initially
funded. During the nine-month construction project beginning in late 2009, the effort
produced approximately 19 full-time jobs.

At the afternoon event Secretary Tom Vilsack delivered the keynote address while Chief Tom
Tidwell, Governor Bill Ritter, Fort Collins Mayor Doug Hutchinson, and Congressional
Representatives provided remarks. Facility tours also took place.

Located on the Colorado State University campus to promote research collaboration and
student mentoring, three innovative labs within this building will support critical research on
climate change; air quality; forest ecosystem processes and restoration; and water
resources. The new building adjacent to the existing RMRS building houses both office and
lab space and has garnered a ‘silver’ certification rating through the Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) program.

Program Project Name: Rocky Mountain Region Bark Beetle and Hazardous Fuels
Reduction Projects

Local Project Name: City of Steamboat Springs
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Roultt

Nearby City(ies): Steamboat Springs
Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: Routt

Modified Date: 2/17/2012

Story:

Steamboat Springs Benefits from Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 5/25/2010)

From Steamboat Springs, a world-renowned ski destination, one can see changes in the
forest. Routt County’s forests are experiencing the changes associated with the current
mountain pine beetle epidemic that reaches across the lodgepole pine forests of Northern
Colorado. Residents in the Steamboat Springs area understand that the changes associated
with beetle-killed trees are potentially more threatening to the city than the beetle epidemic.

The purpose of the $1 million project is to reduce the amount of fuels available to an
uncontained wildland fire. Most of the fuel being removed is in the form of dead lodgepole
pine trees. The project,which is a team effort, includes 138 parcels of non-federal land in the
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Steamboat Springs Rural Fire Protection District. First, Steamboat Springs Fire Rescue
explains the project to property owners, and then two contracted forestry consultant
businesses, Western Bionomics and Natural Resource Consultants, prepare the parcels.
Rogue Resources, Inc., removes the trees, and the fire department, forest consultants, and
the Colorado State Forest Service project manager all provide on-the-ground quality control.

The process has provided an interesting learning experience for all involved. As Anne Small,
City of Steamboat Springs purchasing and risk manager, relates, “Some potential
participants support the concept, but moving past the idea stage is difficult, even though the
landowners know removal of the trees is in their best interest. It is a big change that is
difficult for some to absorb. A few people who initially wanted nothing to do with the project
have become advocates and participants.”

Mike McBeth, Rogue Resources employee, shared his experience in the Spring Creek area.
“Some local residents were disappointed that the area had to be temporarily closed to
recreation, but they soon realized the short-term inconvenience was worth the long-term
benefits. To show their appreciation, Spring Creek residents delivered brownies to the
workers setting the chokers in the numbing temperatures.”

Storm Mountain Ranch was one of the first project participants. The trees were cut and
removed in early winter. Dan Bell, ranch manager for the past three years, commented,
“Removing the dead trees adjacent to the roads has been a positive experience. | received a
couple logistic questions as trees were being cut, but no complaints about the results. We
feel fortunate to be included in the project.”

The city is five months into the Recovery Act project. Fuels have been reduced on more than
130 acres. Despite the time involvement, Small said, “| would encourage other cities to take
the same approach of applying for the grants and subcontract the parts to the people with the
experience. The city can be the checks and balances for the project that includes private land
and private contractors.”

As U.S. Senator Mark Udall of Colorado stated in his support letter for the project, “This
project will bring significant job creation benefit both in the short term (the tree removal
phase) and long term (the creation of useful wood products)."

The senator’s statement is confirmed by Trent Jones, Rogue Resources controller, who said,
“The positive impact of the Recovery Act funds cannot be overstated. Without the Steamboat
Springs project, there would not be much of a company left, maybe five people. With this
project, we are employing 25 people.”

Program Project Name: San Juan National Forest-Road Resurfacing/Stabilization and
Decommissioning

Local Project Name: SINF Road Resurfacing/Stabilization and Decommissioning
Region: Rocky Mountain Region
Forest: San Juan
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Nearby City(ies): Durango, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Archuleta, Dolores, Hinsdale, Montezuma
Modified Date: 12/21/2010

Story:

Forest Road System Improved Thanks to Recovery Act Funds
(Story posted 11/16/2010)

The San Juan National Forest has more than 1,800 miles of authorized roads providing
public access for recreation, multiple uses, and agency administrative access. Many are also
used by citizens to access private residences and subdivisions. The San Juan’s road system
requires ongoing maintenance for public safety, forest and watershed health, and
preservation of road surfaces. The San Juan’s current deferred maintenance backlog for its
road system exceeds $45 million. Recovery Act funding is allowing the San Juan to complete
$4.9 million of its deferred maintenance projects.

The Piedra Road has been in existence since the early 20th century and now handles the
highest traffic volume on the San Juan National Forest. It includes a portion of County Road
600, is designated as a Forest Highway, and provides access to several rural residences and
year-round recreational opportunities. The Recovery Act has funded the repair of a pot-holed
and wash-boarded segment of the road, with about two miles brought up to county road
standards. Existing drainage structures have been repaired, gravel added, and the road
surface treated with magnesium chloride. The gravel used in the project was crushed and
stockpiled at a reopened gravel pit, which will continue to offer materials for current and
future road maintenance.

The Dolores-Norwood Road has the second highest traffic volume on the San Juan. It has
been in existence since the late 1800s. In addition to offering access to Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management lands, the road is used by residents and subdivisions for year-
round access. Recovery Act funding has made possible a new application of chip seal on 7.6
miles and new gravel and magnesium lignin treatment on 4.3 miles.

The Jackson Mountain Road received Recovery Act funding for resurfacing of 4.6 miles of
this forest road from near its intersection of with U.S. Highway 160 north to the Turkey Creek
Trailhead. Gravel was spread and compacted to accommodate travel by recreationists and
outfitter/guides accessing Jackson Mountain and Weminuche Wilderness.

The McPhee Recreation Complex includes campgrounds, picnic areas, and a boat ramp at
McPhee Reservoir. Its roads and parking lots were constructed more than 20 years ago, with
only minor maintenance and repair over the years. The Recovery Act has funded
reconstruction and repair of 3.6 miles of roads and parking areas in the complex. Old asphalt
surfaces were ground up and recycled for use as new base material. The project is expected
to extend the life of the road system for another 15 to 20 years.
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The East Fork Road is being reconstructed with Recovery Act funding under a cooperative
agreement with the Federal Highway Administration. A section of this forest road, important
to hunters and recreationists accessing the National Forest northeast of Pagosa Springs,
was destroyed by a natural landslide in 2008. Slide stabilization is being accomplished by the
installation of a subsurface drainage system to dewater the slide zone and culverts to divert
drainage away from the road. In addition, 800 feet of the road is being reconstructed.

The Price Lakes Road had its surface reconditioned and new culverts installed, thanks to
Recovery Act funding. The project upgraded 7.6 miles of this gravel road from its intersection
with County Road 382 to the Navajo Peak Trailhead southeast of Pagosa Springs. The road
had little to no surface rock for most of its length, making it impassible during wet conditions.
It is used primarily by recreationists for access to the South San Juan Mountains.

County Cooperative Agreements are used by the San Juan to help share road-maintenance
costs with counties on shared National Forest System roads with high traffic volumes.
Additional Recovery Act funding has been transferred to Archuleta and Dolores counties to
maintain the Piedra and Dolores-Norwood roads to county standards. In addition to providing
access to public lands, these Forest roads provide access for private residences and
services, such as emergency response, and school bus and mail routes.

Road Decommissioning entails the obliteration of unauthorized routes causing safety
hazards and/or natural-resource damage. The San Juan National Forest has inventoried 900
miles of such unmaintained routes. Following environmental analysis, 103 miles were
identified for rehabilitation to a natural state. This entails loosening compacted soils so
moisture can penetrate the surface and seeds can take hold. Earthen or rock barricades are
installed to prevent vehicles from damaging rehabilitated sites. Sites are monitored and
treated for noxious weeds.

The San Juan also has several open roads that are seasonally closed annually to prevent
road damage during wet conditions or wildlife seasons. Until now, funding has not been
available to install gates to enforce these existing temporary closures. Recovery Act funding
is being used to install 22 gates to better prevent illegal motorized intrusions during existing
closure periods.

Contractors and partners who received Recovery Act funding include the following:
* Four Corners Materials of Montezuma County

* J. E. Hurley Construction of Colorado Springs

» Aztec Archaeological Construction of Aztec, New Mexico

» Bankston Trucking and Excavation of Dolores

* F and M Construction of Bayfield

 Federal Highway Administration

* KW Enterprises of Durango

* McStone Aggregates of Dolores

* Archuleta and Dolores counties
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Program Project Name: San Juan National Forest Trails and Trail Bridges Maintenance
Local Project Name: San Juan National Forest Trails and Trail Bridges Maintenance

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: San Juan

Nearby City(ies): Durango, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma

Modified Date: 1/20/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Trail Improvements Protect Resources, Support Visitor Safety
(Story posted 11/16/2010)

The San Juan National Forest averages 1.7 million visitor days annually, contributing
significantly to the tourism industry of the Four Corners. Its 1,800-mile trail system includes
major segments of the Continental Divide and Colorado trails. Recovery Act funding has
made possible the repair of 169 miles of backcountry trails and reconstruction of 17 trail
bridges to ensure resource protection and visitor safety.

TRAILS
Recovery Act funding was used to accomplish improvements to tread and drainage,
stabilization, cribbing, clearing, brushing, and new signage on 169 miles of San Juan trails.

One of the most difficult projects was the reconstruction of a section of the remote Rincon La
Osa Trail in the heart of the Weminuche Wilderness, Colorado’s largest Congressionally
designated Wilderness area.

Horseback riders and pack strings had had to use an old corduroy trail and bridge-type
structure to cross a steep granite side slope seeking access to the upper Pine River drainage
and Continental Divide. The Recovery Act funded the reconstruction of this degraded
structure, which was dangerous to stock travel.

Because Rincon La Osa is within Wilderness, all aspects of the project had to be
accomplished by primitive means. After the old structure was removed, trees were felled and
stripped by hand. Large rocks were moved by hand, and yards of soil were carried to the site
by crews and stock animals. The structure was contoured to reduce the grade and enlarge
the crib steps, which are anchored into the granite slab via rebar and hand-drilled holes. The
result is a new structure that offers a safe crossing over 100 feet of the steep rock slope.

TRAIL BRIDGES
Seventeen trail bridges are being reconstructed and repaired across the San Juan National
Forest, thanks to Recovery Act funding. Some projects involved extensive work; others were
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more minor in scope. The Lake Creek Bridge, offering access to Emerald Lake, had to be
repaired via primitive methods because it is in the Weminuche Wilderness. Supplies were
brought in by pack animals and construction accomplished with hand tools. The bridge’s

deck structure was replaced, its steel superstructure painted, and approach rails installed.

The Fall Creek Bridge, near the Vallecito Campground but outside the wilderness boundary,
was broken in half last year by a fallen tree. The old structure had to be removed and the
bridge rebuilt with new steel trusses and braces, treated planks, rails, cross ties, etc. The
approach to the bridge was improved with fill materials and riprap.

Several other bridges needed minor repairs, such as removing old rotten timbers and
outfitting the structures with new running planks and posts. Drainage was improved and
bridge abutments and approaches stabilized.

Contractors and partners who received Recovery Act funding to complete these projects
include the following:

» Coal Bed Creek Construction of Dove Creek

* Dillion Fencing and Contracting of Naturita

* First Cut Development of Durango

» Grand Junction Pipe and Supply of Grand Junction

* Richard May Construction of Mammoth Lakes, California

» Southwest Conservation Corps of Durango

Program Project Name: San Juan National Forest Recreation Site Maintenance
to Improve Public Safety and Health

Local Project Name: SINF San Juan Rec Site Deferred Maintenance
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: San Juan

Nearby City(ies): Durango, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Archuleta, Dolores, Hinsdale, La Plata, Montezuma
Modified Date: 1/20/2011

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Recreation Site Upgrades Benefit Visitors
(Story posted 11/16/2010)

The San Juan National Forest receives an annual average of 1.7 million visitor days,
contributing significantly to the tourism industry of the Four Corners. Its campgrounds,
trailheads, overlooks, picnic areas, cabins, and boat ramps are extensively used. Of the
Recovery Act funding received by the San Juan, perhaps none was more important to
visitors than that spent to replace outdated restrooms.

In total, 38 new restrooms are being installed at San Juan National Forest campgrounds and
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trailheads. The prefabricated structures are placed on top of lined underground vaults, which
can hold several hundreds of gallons of waste. The buildings are universally accessible and
engineered to endure earthquakes, windstorms, and heavy snow loads. Their steel-
reinforced concrete will not rot, rust, or burn. Interiors are easy to clean, and exteriors are
treated with an anti-graffiti sealer. The new restrooms feature “sweet-smelling technology,”
which employs a continual and positive air flow from the vault through a vent pipe to keep the
buildings odor-free. The new structures are designed to blend in with the natural
surroundings, remain sanitary even with extensive use, and be easy to clean and maintain
for agency crews.

The next most important thing at a National Forest campground--other than great scenery--is
probably the availability of potable drinking water. The Recovery Act is funding improvements
for several San Juan National Forest campground water systems, which were in disrepair.
Eight water systems have been upgraded or replaced with solar-powered water pumps and
new chlorination systems. Others are receiving minor repairs, such as water hydrant
replacements and valve replacements. The result will be safe drinking water for campground
users.

Contractors and partners who received Recovery Act funding to complete these projects
include the following:

» Animas Well Drilling of Durango

 Balance Environmental of Denver

* CXT Inc. of Spokane, Washington

* Lane and Company, Inc. of Cortez

» MacNak Construction of Dolores

* Spallone Construction of Gunnison

» U-Can-Afford Landscaping of Pagosa Springs
* Valley Coast Constructors of Durango

* DG Marion of Blanding, Utah

Program Project Name: San Juan National Forest Fuels Project - Noxious Weed
Control

Local Project Name: SINF 5,000 Acre Fuels Project Noxious Weed Control
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: San Juan

Nearby City(ies): Durango, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Archuleta, Dolores, Hinsdale, La Plata, Mineral, Montezuma
Modified Date: 12/21/2010

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Noxious Weed Treatments Ongoing

(Story posted 11/16/2010)
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The San Juan National Forest is partnering with local counties and the San Juan Resource
Conservation and Development Council (RC&D) to inventory and treat noxious weeds on
public lands where fuels-reduction projects have taken place. One of the consequences of
fuels reduction is that mowing, thinning. and burning can create the opportunity for the
invasion of weeds. Invasive species threaten wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, and
plant and animal diversity. For successful results, noxious weed management must go hand
in hand with fuels mitigation.

Over the next three years, 52,000 acres within 76 fuel-mitigation areas on the San Juan will
be inventoried for infestations. It is estimated that about 5,000 acres of noxious species will
be treated.

Recovery Act funding will allow counties to enhance long-term cooperative weed
management programs with the purchase of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Global
Positioning Systems (GPS), and weed-treatment equipment. The RC&D is being funded to
provide GPS and GIS training, field support, and project oversight to improve technical skills
with the goal of ensuring consistent, quality data. Skills acquired by county staff will help
them to meet national data-collection standards.

Through participating agreements, Recovery Act funding has been transferred to the
following entities:

» Upper San Juan Weed District

» Dove Creek Mandatory Weed Control District

* La Plata County Weed Office

* Montezuma Weed Program

» San Juan Resource Conservation and Development Council

Program Project Name: Regionwide Historic Building Restorations

Local Project Name: San Juan National Forest Historical & Archaeological Restoration
projects

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: San Juan

Nearby City(ies): Durango, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO02, CO03, CO05, SD00, WY00

County(ies): CO: Archuleta, Conejos, Dolores, Eagle, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Lake,
Montezuma, Saguache; SD: Custer, Lawrence; WY: Park

Modified Date: 12/21/2010

Story:

Recovery Act Funding Supports Historical Site Restoration
(Story posted 11/16/2010)

The San Juan National Forest has a rich historic and prehistoric legacy reflected in its old
ranger stations, fire lookout towers, and archaeological sites. Several of these unique and
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irreplaceable resources have received Recovery Act funding for restoration projects.

GLADE GUARD STATION:

The Recovery Act is funding utility reconstruction at the Glade Guard Station to prepare the
historical cabin for public rental in the future. The cabin’s potable water supply system has
been reconstructed, its wastewater-disposal system replaced, and a new propane storage
tank installed. The Glade Guard Station’s water system has been retrofitted to solar power
and its water well and treatment system upgraded for water filtration and disinfection. In
addition, a water hydrant is being installed to supply water to the barn and corral. A new
wastewater system will be installed to provide for collection and disposal of sewage and gray
water generated in the residence.

ASPEN GUARD STATION:

At the Aspen Guard Station, a Civilian Conservation Corps-era ranger’s cabin, Recovery Act
funding was used to replace an unreliable spring water source with a safer groundwater well.
The new water system includes a solar-powered pump, water line between the well and
cabin, chlorination system to disinfect the water, and pressure tanks to provide storage and
adequate pressure to fixtures. The Aspen Guard Station has been used for the past 15 years
to house the popular San Juan National Forest Artist-in-Residence Program. The updated
water system will provide a reliable and safe drinking water system for resident artists and
teachers.

CHIMNEY ROCK ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREA:

The Recovery Act is funding several projects at Chimney Rock Archaeological Area that will
help preserve cultural resources, improve facilities, and enhance visitors' experiences.
Moisture monitors have been installed in prehistoric walls to help archaeologists evaluate the
efficiency of past stabilization efforts and to identify and address future stabilization problems
in advance before damage occurs.

Other work includes removal of the Chimney Rock Fire Lookout Tower, which shared the
mesa top with the prehistoric Great House. The tower was initially constructed in the 1940s,
largely removed in the 70s, and reconstructed in the late 80s. Its location detracted from the
unique archaeological setting of the world-class Ancestral Puebloan site, obstructing views of
the rock pinnacles from the Great House and kiva, and blocking views of astronomical
alignments that the prehistoric inhabitants incorporated into their layout of the site.
Interpretive signs will be erected at the lower visitor parking lot offering information on the
lookout tower and the history of fire suppression.

In addition, crumbling masonry walls around the upper parking lot are receiving a concrete
cap to deflect water, and a non-functional restroom has been removed and replaced with a
concrete patio area.

Contractors and partners who received Recovery Act funding to complete these projects
include the following:

» Chimney Rock Interpretive Association of Pagosa Springs

» MakNak Construction, LLC of Dolores
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* Trigon General Contractors and Construction Managers of Durango
* Spallone Construction of Gunnison

* First Cut Development and Animas Well Drilling of Durango
» Clamber, Inc of Durango

* Animas Well Drilling

* Signature Underwriters

» Dominguez Archaeological Research Group

* CR Plumbing and Heating

* Yellow Jacket Solar of Yellow Jacket

» Woods Canyon of Yellow Jacket

* Petrographics of Durango

Program Project Name: Veterans Jobs Project

Local Project Name: San Juan National Forest Veterans Green Corps projects
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: San Juan

Nearby City(ies): Durango, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma

Modified Date: 12/21/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Military Veterans

(Story posted 11/16/2010)

The San Juan National Forest is using Recovery Act funding to employ 48 returning military
veterans on fuels-reduction projects. The veterans are hired and trained by the Southwest
Conservation Corps to conduct hand thinning and brush piling while the Forest Service
provides project oversight.

The effort is made possible through the Veterans Green Corps (VGC), a national initiative
that helps returning military veterans transition to civilian life by leveraging their leadership
experience, strong work ethic, and team approach to meet conservation needs on public
lands.

The crews are trained in trail maintenance, noxious-weed control, watershed restoration,
monitoring, re-vegetation, data gathering, and mapping. Veterans say they find the
opportunity to reconnect with fellow soldiers and work in outdoor settings rewarding in
personal and professional ways. Through their work on public lands, they gain valuable
experience, training, and an ethic of natural resource stewardship, all of which enhances
their opportunities for long-term employment in natural resources.

VGC crews are conducting hand-thinning operations on public lands located in wildland-
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urban interface areas, where mechanized heavy equipment, such as hydro-mowers, cannot
be used because of topography or proximity to homes. Resulting slash is either piled for later
burning or offered to the public as firewood. The goal is to train veterans for green jobs while
reducing the buildup of flammable fuels on public lands adjacent populated areas,
recreational facilities, or cultural sites.

In addition, the San Juan has instituted a Veterans Firefighter Development Program, which
allows veterans to receive Red Cards so they can work on fire-management projects, such
as prescribed and slash pile burning. This additional training allows for future career
development opportunities.

Work accomplished on the San Juan National Forest by the Veterans Green Corps crew and
funded by the Recovery Act includes the following:

Pagosa Ranger District/Field Office:

* Ice Cave Ridge — fuels reduction on 54 acres

* Pagosa Lakes Subdivision — fuels reduction on 29 acres

» Chimney Rock Archaeological Area — fuels reduction on 89 acres

Columbine Ranger District/Field Office:
» Saul's Creek — fuels reduction on 100 acres
* Tripp Gulch - fuels reduction on 40 acres

Dolores Public Lands Office:
* Chicken Creek - ponderosa pine thinning on 104 acres
» South Carver - prescribed fire training on 100 acres

These projects were funded by the Recovery Act through a participating agreement with the
Southwest Conservation Corps.

Program Project Name: High priority Forest Restoration and Fuels Mitigation
Local Project Name: City of Steamboat Springs

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Nearby City(ies): Steamboat Springs

Congressional District(s): CO02, CO04, CO05

County(ies): CO: Garfield, Grand, Jackson, Rio Blanco, Routt

Modified Date: 3/2/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Bark Beetle-killed Tree Removal

(Story posted 11/17/2010)
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From Steamboat Springs, a world-renowned ski destination, one can see changes in the
forest. Routt County’s forests are experiencing the changes associated with the current
mountain pine beetle epidemic that reaches across the lodgepole pine forests of northern
Colorado. Residents in the Steamboat Springs area understand that the changes associated
with beetle-killed trees are potentially more threatening to the city than the beetle epidemic.

The purpose of the $1 million Recovery Act project was to reduce the amount of fuels
available to an uncontained wildland fire. Most of the fuel removed was in the form of dead
lodgepole pine trees. The project--which was a team effort--included 138 parcels of non-
federal land in the Steamboat Springs Rural Fire Protection District. First, Steamboat
Springs Fire Rescue explained the project to property owners, and then two contracted
forestry consultant businesses, Western Bionomics and Natural Resource Consultants,
prepared the parcels. Rogue Resources, Inc., removed the trees, and the fire department,
forest consultants, and the Colorado State Forest Service project manager all provided on-
the-ground quality control.

The process provided an interesting learning experience for all involved. As Anne Small, City
of Steamboat Springs Purchasing and Risk Manager related, “Some potential participants
supported the concept, but moving past the idea stage was difficult, even though the
landowners know removal of the trees was in their best interest. It is a big change that is
difficult for some to absorb. A few people who initially wanted nothing to do with the project
became advocates and participants.”

Mike McBeth, Rogue Resources employee, shared his experience in the Spring Creek area.
“Some local residents were disappointed that the area had to be temporarily closed to
recreation, but they soon realized the short-term inconvenience was worth the long-term
benefits. To show their appreciation, Spring Creek residents delivered brownies to the
workers setting the chokers in the numbing temperatures.”

Storm Mountain Ranch was one of the first project participants. The trees were cut and
removed in early winter. Dan Bell, ranch manager for the past three years, commented,
“Removing the dead trees adjacent to the roads has been a positive experience. | received a
couple logistic questions as trees were being cut, but no complaints about the results. We
feel fortunate to be included in the project.”

Five months into the Recovery Act project, fuels had been reduced on more than 130 acres.
Despite the time involvement, Small said, “I would encourage other cities to take the same
approach of applying for the grants and subcontract the parts to the people with the
experience. The city can be the checks and balances for the project that includes private land
and private contractors.”

As U.S. Senator Mark Udall of Colorado stated in his support letter for the project, “This
project will bring significant job creation benefit both in the short term (the tree removal
phase) and long term (the creation of useful wood products)."

Trent Jones, Rogue Resources controller, confirmed the senator’s statement. “The positive
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impact of the Recovery Act funds cannot be overstated. Without the Steamboat Springs
project, there would not be much of a company left, maybe five people. With this project, we
are employing 25 people.”

Program Project Name: Community Wildfire Protection Plan Implementation
Local Project Name: Perry Park Metropolitan District

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Pike-San Isabel

Ranger District: South Platte

Nearby City(ies): Larkspur

Congressional District(s): CO06

County(ies): CO: El Paso

Modified Date: 2/23/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Community Wildfire Protection Plan, Shape Careers
(Story posted 11/17/2010)

Perry Park Metropolitan District comprises the 3,840-acre Perry Park Ranch. The ranch sits
at the base of the Rampart Range west of Larkspur, Colorado, where the vegetation changes
from open meadow with scattered ponderosa pine to a pine forest with clumps of Gambel
oak shrub to a Douglas-fir forest. Rocky Mountain juniper and mountain mahogany occupy
drier sites.

The Pike National Forest is a backdoor neighbor. Approximately half the 1,300 residential
lots have homes and other structures. Only one dedicated road provides access to the
community.

In December 2004, the Metro District Board received approval for a community wildfire
protection plan (CWPP) that shaped the strategy to protect Perry Park Ranch and its
residents from the impacts of wildfire. The Metro District Board has built many partnerships to
implement the CWPP. The amount of vegetation along county right-of-ways has been
reduced. Steps to create a second emergency egress route are underway. The Sheriff's
Department in the Douglas County Office of Emergency Management has been vital in
providing residents with pertinent evacuation information. The lake owned by the Perry Park
Country Club is a fire suppression water source. Other partners include the Intermountain
Rural Electric Association, U.S. Forest Service, Colorado State Forest Service, Colorado
Division of Wildlife, Douglas Land Conservancy, Perry Park Water and Sanitation District,
Firewise Communities/USA, and Larkspur Fire Protection District.

In February 2010, the South Platte District of the Pike National Forest completed an 81-acre
thinning project adjacent to Perry Park Ranch. The purpose was two-fold: to restore the

forest to a pre-European settlement density and reduce the intensity of a fire. With wildlife
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and wildfire in mind, Perry Park residents are using photos taken in 1871 as a reference to
restore forest diversity on private land.

What makes this project unique is how the work on private land is being accomplished.
Private mitigation contractors continue to work on land accessible to equipment that cuts and
chips trees, but thanks to Recovery Act funds, the Metro District also has a seasonal, 11-
person fuels mitigation crew that works in tougher terrain. Recovery Act funds allowed the
Larkspur Fire Department to hire the seasonal fuels mitigation crew, which also responds to
wildfires that occur within the Larkspur Fire Protection District. The crew will work in Perry
Park for the next two years. The fire department and residents of Perry Park hope this is just
the first season of many to come for the crew.

The Larkspur Fire Department fuels mitigation crew was hired in May 2010. Crew members
are 19 to 35 years old and their fire service experience ranges from one to 13 years. The
crew is led by Moises Barrera, a 10-year veteran with the fire department.

The crew is divided into two squads, each with a squad boss. The Recovery Act grant gave
both squad bosses the opportunity to gain leadership experience and to return to their home
state. In addition, Justin Moon was able to purchase a home in June, and Aaron Meyers can
see his son more often.

Lori Johnson rode in a fire truck with her uncle when she was young. As a crew member, she
is laying the foundation for her career. Steve Wagner's father, brother and brother-in-law all
are in the fire service. This is Wagner’s first year, and for him, the best part of the job is the
teamwork and friendship--and looking out for each other. Andy Geipel and Taylor
Reifschneider are passionate about the fire service. Both are fire department volunteers, and
both are building careers in the fire service.

Some crew members were on a different career path when the need for a change or an
unexpected opportunity brought them into the fire service. Bonnie Holladay has a degree in
journalism, but joined AmeriCorps after college. After working on several disaster relief and
response projects, she realized emergency response was a better career fit for her than
journalism. Chris Gentile worked for an independent office supply store, but he has found the
different work environment to be more satisfying.

For Ricky Romanin, a volunteer with the fire department in Sedalia, Colorado, the job is all
about doing his part as a community member. “This job gives me the opportunity to be a part
of the leading force in helping my community be prepared in case of a large wildfire.” Chad
Tamanaha agreed, “The best part of the job is serving the public in an outstanding,
recognizable manner.”

Program Project Name: Rocky Mountain Region Bark Beetle and Hazardous Fuels
Reduction Projects

Local Project Name: Colorado Youth Corps Association
Region: Rocky Mountain Region
Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Page 295



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

Nearby City(ies): Steamboat Springs, Golden, Grand Junction
Congressional District(s): CO02, CO03

County(ies): CO: Garfield, Grand, Jackson, Rio Blanco, Routt
Modified Date: 2/17/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Work Benefits Youth

(Story posted 11/24/2010)

The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) is a statewide coalition of 10 accredited
youth conservation corps whose goal is to create productive and active citizens by offering
participants environmental education, life skills, and job-readiness training.

CYCA traditionally works with federal land managers on trail and conservation projects, but in
recent years, corps organizations in Colorado expanded their programs to include saw
crews. This summer, five youth corps provided the labor for fuels mitigation projects in six
Colorado state parks using Forest Service Recovery Act funds.

State parks and Colorado State Forest Service personnel provided technical expertise and
project coordination, and FireReady, Inc., provided risk-management assessment services
and technical expertise. CYCA provides state-wide grant management and coordination, and
the Colorado State Forest Service ensures the projects meet grant expectations.

Fuels reduction work began in June 2010 at Pearl Lake State Park and Steamboat Lake
State Park in Routt County. Work at Sylvan Lake State Park in Eagle County and the State
Forest State Park in Jackson County followed in July. Each of these parks is dealing with the
aftermath of the mountain pine beetle epidemic in lodgepole pine. Fire easily consumes
recently killed trees with reddish-brown needles. Trees with a gray cast have a lower fire risk,
but rot in the tree base and roots pose a safety risk to park visitors. Corps members
addressed both issues.

In Golden Gate Canyon State Park, just west of Golden, the mountain pine beetle population
is expanding at a moderate rate and park personnel are taking a proactive stance toward
treatment.

In Dolores County, the continuity of dense Gambel oak is a fire concern at Lone Mesa State
Park. Corps members removed oak adjacent to a fire access road.

Each youth conservation corps operates somewhat differently, but all corps members
participating on saw crews are 18 to 25 years old and are trained to operate chainsaws. In
addition to earning wages, corps members can earn high school or college credits and an
AmeriCorps Education Award to pay for college, trade school, or student loans.

When the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps crew began work at Pearl Lake, only two of the 10
people knew each other. For the next three months, they worked in the campgrounds at
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Pearl Lake and Steamboat Lake state parks. The crew often was in the limelight of park
visitors who befriended them with cookies, extra provisions, kind words, and letters. The crew
cooked, ate, and camped together. Weekends included grocery shopping and a refreshing
shower. Some members recently graduated from college; Cameron has a degree in
anthropology and Kerry a degree in geography. For Jeff, the best part of the job was cutting
down trees; for Jon, it was meeting people; and for Jake, it was working outside.

The Western Colorado Conservation Corps, based in Grand Junction, had a 12-member
crew that cut dead trees adjacent to a popular trail in Sylvan Lake State Park. The crew
camped during the week, but went back to Grand Junction on weekends. After working in
tamarisk for a month, the crew was excited to be in the forest. “It's really cool being the
leader,” said Dennis Quinn, a seasoned sawyer with a geography degree. He discovers what
motivates individual crew members and then tries to match the task to the person. “The
challenging part of the job is keeping track of everyone,” Quinn said. Six of the crew
members worked together last year, which made his job easier. “It's a fun job.”

Jason “Willy” Gurath and Sean Flores were co-leaders for the Southwest Conservation Corps
(SCC) crew that worked in Lone Mesa State Park. Both leaders have chainsaw and
conservation corps experience. Flores attended college but was not enjoying what he was
studying, so he took some time off and discovered that the outdoors was where he needed to
be. “If work gets monotonous, | just look up at the scenery,” Flores said with a smile. Gurath
and Flores have complementary leadership styles. Together, they talked through issues and
enjoyed their roles. “It's working out great.” Both leaders discovered the SCC job
opportunities while surfing the web.

Program Project Name: Improve Facilities and Reduce Environmental Impacts at Lost
Lake Campground

Local Project Name: Delta Timber Company
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: GrandMesa/Uncompahgre/Gunnison
Nearby City(ies): Delta

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Gunnison

Modified Date: 2/23/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Boost Timber Company's Future

(Story posted 11/24/2010)

Delta Timber Company, a locally owned lumber manufacturing firm, has been in operation
since 1990. The sawmill, purchased by Delta Timber and located near downtown Delta,
Colorado, has been an historical place marker for 57 years. It has provided living wage jobs

and wood products for over six decades and is part of the fabric of the community.
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The weakened economy and subsequent collapse of the housing industry has had serious
consequences for aspen paneling--Delta Timber’s signature product. Business credit
tightened. An unconventional, multi-faceted solution was necessary. The company closed the
mill for almost two months in 2009 to retool and thereby diversify the type of lumber products
the mill could produce. If unsuccessful in the competition for Recovery Act funds through the
Colorado State Forest Service, the reopening of the mill would have been temporary.

“When selected to receive Recovery Act funds, we knew we had a future,” said Eric
Sorenson, Delta Timber Company CEO. The 15 employees laid off during the retooling were
rehired. An additional 21 new employees also were hired in November/December 2009.

The company now has a crew to saw logs into boards and another crew to plane the boards.
As a result, the high fixed costs of sawmill operations are spread across more finished
products in a given time frame. The Recovery Act funds also allowed the company to
purchase the raw material supply needed for wood-product production through the upcoming
winter months.

Curtis is the head saw filer for Delta Timber and was hired as a result of the Recovery Act
grant. As head saw filer, Curtis is in charge of sharpening and maintaining all the saws and
knives involved with the sawmilling process. This is the 10th western-state sawmill location
he has worked in as saw filer over his career. Six of the 10 locations now are permanently
closed—-stark evidence of the challenges the forest products industry is facing.

When asked about the importance of the Recovery Act grant, he stated, "The crew counts on
these jobs to feed their families. The effects of Delta Timber trickle throughout the entire
community. The mill uses logs that employ loggers in the area, and vendors have businesses
in the area that count on Delta Timber for much of their revenue.”

The positive impacts of Recovery Act funds spread like fingers across a Colorado map. Ten
logging contractors with crews cut the trees, and another 10 businesses transport the logs to
the mill. Independent semi-truck owners distribute the various wood products within and
outside of the state. The list continues with a myriad of vendors and purchasers tied just to
this one business. The forester in the room adds, “We cannot do our job without a wood-
product industry.”

This sentiment echoed what Charles S. Richmond, Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and
Gunnison National Forests supervisor wrote regarding Delta Timber Company. “DTC is a
critically important partner, providing an essential tool in our efforts to accomplish forest
treatments, wood utilization, and wildfire mitigation. Commercial harvest is the most
economical means to achieve treatment objectives, and DTC is one of the last remaining
firms in our area that has the ability to facilitate treatments at a meaningful scale. We
currently have five timber sales under contract with DTC, totaling nearly 1,200 acres of
treatment for 19 million board feet of products.”

Delta residents are excited to see the rows of logs in the yard stacked nearly two stories
high. It signifies hope to the community of 8,000.
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Program Project Name: Improve Facilities and Reduce Environmental Impacts at Lost
Lake Campground

Local Project Name: Lost Lake Campground Reconstruction
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: GrandMesa/Uncompahgre/Gunnison

Ranger District: Paonia

Nearby City(ies): Paonia, CO

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Gunnison

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3bkijll

Modified Date: 4/12/2011

Story:

Popular Forest Campground Renovations Complete
(Story posted 12/1/2010)

The setting at Lost Lake Campground on the Grand Mesa, Gunnison and Uncompahgre
National Forests near the West Elk Scenic Byway is classic. A shimmering jewel of water is
perched high in the mountains with a forested backdrop, from which snowy, granite twin
peaks rise majestically. Most of the campsites have views of this inspiring sight, as if the
Kebler Pass Road wasn't scenic enough on the way up to Lost Lake. Rising out of the West
Elk Wilderness, East Beckwith and West Beckwith mountains form twin sentinels over Lost
Lake Slough. Against this backdrop lies a much-loved and used campground.

The nearby communities of Crested Butte and Paonia have limited campground facilities and
the surrounding area is experiencing explosive use with nearly 100 percent campground
occupancy during the open season and 500 vehicles traveling through each day.

The Lost Lake Campground had experienced severe site degradation and overcrowding,
resulting in resource damage, creation of user-expanded sites, and a maintenance backlog.
Campers and horseback riders access trailheads within the campground, often resulting in
conflict. Recovery Act funds enhance supported the reconstruction work already underway to
minimize user conflicts by rerouting trails; providing day use, restroom, and picnic facilities;
and constructing horse campsites and trailnead facilities to provide a quality site for an array
of users and to sustainably support increased use of the area.

Workers reconstructed the campground to accommodate modern vehicles and camper-
needed changes; installed a new water system, camp spurs, new campsite furniture, and
restroom facilities. Additionally, the restroom, a fishing platform, and 14 of the campsites
have been made accessible to handicap users, and five of the sites are specifically suited to
equestrian campers.
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Program Project Name: Safer Parking at the Mesa Top Trailhead
Local Project Name: Mesa Top Trailhead and Parking Area

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: GrandMesa/Uncompahgre/Gunnison

Ranger District: Grand Valley-Grand Mesa

Nearby City(ies): Collbran

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Mesa

Modified Date: 1/6/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Improve Recreation Experience, Protect Resources

(Story posted 12/1/2010)

Recovery Act funds have helped improve a popular recreation trailhead on the Grand Mesa.
Using a planned capital investment project to create a larger safer trailhead for winter
recreationists with restroom facilities and to accommodate vehicles and snowmobile trailers,
the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests added Recovery Act funding
to provide a smooth asphalt surface to reduce runoff, rutting, and erosion to enhance water
guality and allow for plowing during the winter months.

This site is one of the most popular areas on Grand Mesa in the winter, providing access and
parking for snowmobilers, skiers, snowshoers, and other winter recreationists. The addition
of paving extended employment of the contractor (and employees) and finishes the project
for public use and enjoyment.

Program Project Name: Boundary Identification for Fuels Reduction
Local Project Name: Boundary Program

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Pike-San Isabel

Ranger District: San Carlos

Nearby City(ies): Evergreen, Denver, Colorado Springs

Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: Teller

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:
Boundary Survey Work Continues Thanks to Recovery Act Funding

(Story posted 12/8/2010)

The Pike-San Isabel National Forests and Cimarron-Comanche National Grasslands
(PSICC) boundary program received $200,000 in Recovery Act funding to identify National
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Forest boundaries for the Fuels Reduction Program.

Several encroachments on the National Forest were identified, and 28 miles of boundary
posting were achieved, which contributed to the Rocky Mountain Region National Forest
Boundary Program posting target.

This funding allowed the PSICC boundary program to resume conducting surveys,
resurveys, and posting by means of a private contractor. This portion of the boundary
program had been suspended due to the lack of funding.

Program Project Name: Manchester and Skelton Hazardous Fuel Reduction
Local Project Name: Manchester and Skelton Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Pike-San Isabel

Ranger District: Pikes Peak

Nearby City(ies): Woodland Park, CO

Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: Teller

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3Id3bxv

Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funding Supports Hazardous Fuels Reduction Projects
(Story posted 12/8/2010)

Using authorities of the U.S. Forest Service, the Pike-San Isabel National Forests and
Cimarron-Comanche National Grasslands (PSICC) obtained Recovery Act grant funds to
support fuels reduction treatments around the Woodland Park community in Teller County,
Colorado. The Rural Fuels Reduction Project was designed to create jobs, develop workforce
skills, and stimulate local biomass markets.

Local residents were employed to remove hazardous fuel build-ups around homes, as
prescribed within their community wildfire protection plan (CWPP). About nine new temporary
jobs were created to treat more than 1,735 acres of hazardous fuels around the community.
Workers mostly removed ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir within a critical municipal
watershed.

The 1996 Buffalo Creek and 2002 Hayman fires proved the need for a fuels treatment
programs along the Colorado Front Range. In response, the local community organized into
the “Woodland Park Healthy Forest Initiative” to address the situation. The overall goal of the
group is to expedite and enhance implementation of forest health, fuels mitigation, and
biomass projects in the area surrounding Woodland Park.
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Recovery Act grant funds were used to address their fuels reduction, restoration, and
biomass goals. Even more important, the project provided jobs to nine full-time employees
during a struggling economy. Compounding trade of biomass material, previously to be
determined as waste material, helped stimulate the local economy also.

According to Cody Neff, owner of West Range Reclamation, one of his newly hired
temporary employees was unemployed for four months previously. He started out as a pre-
commercial brush thinner, which is considered as an entry level position. He was soon
promoted to an equipment operator. Because the employee displayed excellent work ethics,
he was promoted to a foreman position. This is considered as key within the company, and
he is likely to remain employed for years to come.

For information on the total Woodland Park Healthy Forest Initiative effort please visit
http://www.wphfi.org/.

Program Project Name: Campground Facilities Replacements and Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Campground Facilities Replacements and Reconstruction

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Pike-San Isabel

Ranger District: Leadville

Nearby City(ies): Salida, Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Leadville and Fairplay
Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: Chaffee, Custer, El Paso, Huerfano, Lake, Park

Modified Date: 1/5/2011

Story:

Facility Improvements Benefit Recreationists
(Story posted 12/8/2010)

The Pike-San Isabel National Forests and Cimarron-Comanche National Grasslands
received Recovery Act funds to replace 20 restroom facilities in Lake, Chaffee, El Paso,
Park, Huerfano, and Custer counties in Colorado.

This project involved replacing 22 30-to-40 year-old restroom facilities at campgrounds and
picnic grounds across the Pike-San Isabel National Forests and on the Comanche National
Grasslands. The antiquated restrooms were replaced with new pre-cast concrete buildings.
The new facilities are far more sanitary; are fully accessible to people of all abilities; address
environmental issues, such as leaking vaults; and should have a service life of 50 years.

Twenty-five restrooms were demolished and replaced by the new facilities installed across

nine counties, at a cost of $662,000. This project is complete except for some minor site
reshaping.
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Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: WyColo/Pelton Creek

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Laramie

Nearby City(ies): Laramie

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Workers Remove Dead Trees to Minimize Wildland Fire Risk
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers removed beetle-killed trees from 285 acres
of wildland-urban interface to protect communities by reducing wildland fire risk.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for hazardous tree removal
on the wildland-urban interface.

Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: Porter Creek

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Laramie

Nearby City(ies): Laramie

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Cleanup of Beetle-killed Trees
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(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers removed beetle-killed trees from 31 acres
of wildland-urban interface to protect communities by reducing wildland fire risk.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for hazardous tree removal
on the wildland-urban interface.

Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: White Rock Estates

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Brush Creek Hayden

Nearby City(ies): Saratoga

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
Workers Remove Trees Killed by Bark Beetles to Reduce Wildland Fire Risk

(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers have removed beetle-killed trees from 214
acres of wildland-urban interface to protect communities by reducing wildland fire risk.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for hazardous tree removal
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on the wildland-urban interface.

Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: Grouse Mountain

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Parks-RT

Nearby City(ies): Kremmling

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WYQ0

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Beetle-killed Trees Removed from 43 Acres on Medicine-Bow Routt National Forest
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers removed beetle-killed trees from 43 acres
of wildland-urban interface to protect communities by reducing wildland fire risk.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for hazardous tree removal
on the wildland-urban interface.

Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: Summer Cabin

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Parks-RT

Nearby City(ies): Walden

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011
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Story:

Workers Clear Dead Trees from 44 Acres of Wildland-Urban Interface
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers removed beetle-killed trees from 44 acres
of wildland-urban interface to protect communities by reducing wildland fire risk.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for hazardous tree removal
on the wildland-urban interface.

Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: Upton/Osage

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Douglas

Nearby City(ies): Douglas

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:
Fuels Treatment Applied to 691 Acres to Reduce Wildland Fire Risk

(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers completed fuels treatment on 691 acres of
wildland-urban interface for community protection from wildland fire.
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The Forest Service partnered with the Colorado and Wyoming State Forest Services and
local fire departments to plan and facilitate the hazardous fuels treatments for this project.
Research by Jack Cowen at the Missoula, Montana Wildland Fire Laboratory shows that the
fuels treatments the Forest proposed are effective in reducing fire severity adjacent to
homes.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for hazardous tree removal
on the wildland-urban interface.

Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: Friend Creek

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Routt

Ranger District: Douglas

Nearby City(ies): Douglas

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Fuel Reduction Projects Completed to Reduce Risk of Fire
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers completed fuels reduction projects on 40
acres of wildland-urban interface for community protection from wildland fire.

The Forest Service partnered with the Colorado and Wyoming State Forest Services and
local fire departments to plan and facilitate the hazardous fuels treatments for this project.
Research by Jack Cowen at the Missoula, Montana Wildland Fire Laboratory shows that the
fuels treatments the Forest proposed are effective in reducing fire severity adjacent to
homes.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds were awarded to the project for fuels treatment on the
wildland-urban interface.
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Program Project Name: Bark Beetle - HF reduction around WUI - FY09 Phase 1b
Local Project Name: 42 fuels

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Medicine Bow-Roultt

Ranger District: Hahns Peak/Bears Ear

Nearby City(ies): Steamboat Springs

Congressional District(s): CO03, CO04, WY00

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Eagle, Grand, Jackson, Larimer, Routt, Summit; WY: Albany,
Carbon

Modified Date: 2/16/2011

Story:

Removing Dead Trees on Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest Mitigates Wildland Fire Risk
(Story posted 1/10/2011)

Over the past five years, the national forests in Colorado and Wyoming have been heavily
impacted by bark beetles. To date, bark beetles have affected approximately 2.5 million
acres of trees.

The dead trees have created a severe fire hazard over a majority of the national forests. This
fire hazard is especially concerning to homeowners and communities adjacent to the national
forests.

On Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, workers have removed beetle-killed trees from the
wildland-urban interface to protect communities from wildland fire risk.

Forest Service Recovery Act funds paid for this project.

Program Project Name: Forest-wide Renovations Make Facilities Accessible to All
Users

Local Project Name: Forest-wide Recreation Deferred Maintenance
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Rio Grande

Nearby City(ies): Creede, South Fork, Saguache, Antonito, Monte Vista
Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Conejos, Hinsdale, Mineral, Rio Grande, Saguache
Modified Date: 4/12/2011

Story:

Recreation Site Project on Rio Grande Natonal Forest Creates Local Jobs
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(Story posted 2/11/2011)

Many of the campgrounds and other recreation sites on the Rio Grande National Forest have
been in need of work for quite some time. The Forest gathered all the deferred maintenance
needs through a recreation facility analysis and used this data to request American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act funds. The close to $1.4 million in American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funds the forest received for recreation deferred maintenance was just the
financial infusion needed to maintain recreation facilities and put many locals to work.

Accomplishments included work on 25 campgrounds, 14 trailheads, six picnic sites, five river
access points, and five foot bridges. Workers replaced or added 341 tables, 392 fire rings,
kiosks, gravel, fences, retaining walls, site markers, fee tubes, entrance signs, rock barriers,
cattle guards, and corrals.

The Forest Service Recovery Act funds maintained 11 Forest Service temporary jobs,
created nine Forest Service temporary jobs, created 104 temporary jobs for youth, were used
for 22 contracts with six contractors, and purchased supplies from numerous local
businesses.

In addition to the short term-stimulus provided by Recovery Act funds, the improvement to
these recreation sites will provide a long-lasting stimulus to the tourist industry throughout the
San Luis Valley. Quality recreation facilities attract tourists, and tourists spend money in the
economically depressed communities of the San Luis Valley.

Program Project Name: Community Wildfire Protection Plan Implementation
Local Project Name: Anchor Point Group

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Nearby City(ies): Boulder

Congressional District(s): CO02, CO04

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Gilpin, Grand, Larimer

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3uobzvt

Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:

Wildland-urban Interface Projects Enhance Safety in Four Colorado Counties

(Story posted 3/2/2011)

Taking a proposed project on paper and making it a reality on the ground takes time and
patience, particularly when multiple landowners are involved. On the Arapaho and Roosevelt

national forests, wildland-urban interface projects have become a reality in several counties.

Anchor Point Group, LLC, a wildfire management consulting firm based in Boulder, Colorado
that specializes in services related to wildland-urban interface issues, chose to implement
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projects in Boulder, Gilpin, Grand and Larimer counties. The proposed project areas had high
or very high wildfire risk ratings and existing Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs).
Winter and spring meetings and on-site visits held in 2010 began to pay off in July and
August of that year, and several fuels mitigation projects were put out for bid.

In September 2010, seven projects were active and utilized the services of six contractors.
As the initial projects were completed, others began. Most contractors cut the trees by hand
with chainsaws; however, some also used mechanized equipment on several projects.
Contractors came from fire departments, county mitigations crews and the private sector.

Storm’n the Rockies successfully bid on two Grand County projects. Earl Storm has owned
the business for 13 years, and employs four people who use traditional logging equipment to
cut, process and remove the trees. Storm also is a volunteer firefighter.

Steve White, president of a homeowners association that benefited from Storm’n the Rockies
work, recently wrote, “It looked like someone cleaned a very dirty house. The finished project
was way beyond my expectations and puts a nice cap to our 10-year struggle with the tree
problems that have cost more than $250,000. | can’t say enough positive about their work.”

Similar accolades were given to Summit Forestry for two completed projects in Larimer
County. Tony Mahon started Summit Forestry in 2004, and is no stranger to fire mitigation
work. Recently, Summit Forestry completed a third project in Larimer County. He employed
12 people this season.

In Gilpin County, a seven-person Native Ecology crew thinned 200-foot wide corridors across
a half-mile of lodgepole pine forest to complete the north half of the Yankee Hill shaded
fuelbreak. Although the main objective was fuels reduction, trees infected with dwarf
mistletoe also were removed, allowing clumps of aspen to expand.

Not far from the Fourmile Canyon Fire perimeter, four firefighters from two fire protection
districts worked together to complete a 19-acre shaded fuelbreak in Boulder County. Two of
the firefighters are involved in fire mitigation work year-round; the other two help when
needed.

In January, Anchor Point Group hired Matt Lloyd as a forestry/fire technician. Lloyd is
responsible for the 11 projects in Larimer and Grand counties and is involved in Community
Wildfire Protection Plan development. He was previously an engine crew member on the
Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest, Canyon Lakes Ranger District in Fort Collins.

“This position has allowed me to gain a great deal of supervisory, time management and
project management experience, and reinvigorated my forestry knowledge,” said Lloyd.

In April, Dave Oettinger filled the new forest manager position at Anchor Point. He is

responsible for the contractual side of the projects and has a supervisory role. Oettinger was
previously an urban forester and is excited to work in the wildland-urban interface.
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“The impact this job has had on me has been tremendous,” said Oettinger. “It is really
rewarding to help communities improve their forest health and reduce the threat from wildfire,
and | work with a great bunch of people.”

As autumn 2010 passed, three of the four counties evacuated residents in the wildland-urban
interface due to human-caused wildfires. Three Anchor Point projects were within a mile of
the fire perimeters. The fire prevention price tag is high, with implementation costs between
$1,400 to $3,500 an acre depending on the terrain and market for wood products, but to do
nothing is far more costly in the end.

Program Project Name: High priority Forest Restoration and Fuels Mitigation
Local Project Name: El Paso County Sheriff’'s Office

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Pike-San Isabel

Nearby City(ies): Fort Carson, Colorado Springs

Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: El Paso

Modified Date: 3/31/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Work Supports Community Wildfire Protection Plan

(Story posted 3/22/2011)

El Paso County is Colorado’s most populous county and encompasses more than 2,158
square miles. Created in 1996, the Southwest Highway 115 Fire Protection District covers 20
square miles in southwest El Paso County and the northeast tip of Fremont County.

The district abuts federal land managed by the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest
Service on the west and Cheyenne Mountain State Park on the north, and the U.S. Army Fort
Carson installation runs the length of the district on the east side of State Highway 115. The
open ground adjacent to the highway fractures into steep hills and valleys that contain a
variety of shrubs and trees. Vegetation can be dense in the valleys and on north-facing
slopes.

The Southwest Highway 115 FPD Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)was
completed in September 2007. At that time, an estimated 1,200 homes were located in the
district. Ingress/egress routes topped the fuels treatment priorities listed in the CWPP. On the
south end of the district, entry signs adjacent to the highway announce subdivisions.
Although the squat pine trees do not hide the homes on knolls and hillsides, the dense
groups of trees near roads and homes compromise fire safety. Further north on Highway 115
the vegetation changes to ponderosa pine and Gambel oak. Subdivision signs are absent
and some auxiliary roads can be mistaken for wide driveways. Consequently, little evidence
exists of the numerous homes tucked away on the narrow roads.
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In April 2008, the 9,600-acre TA 25 Fire began east of Highway 115 during military training,
prompting residents across the highway to evacuate. Due to the narrow roads, evacuations
were difficult at best. Two-way traffic for residents and fire engines was not guaranteed, as
vegetation obscured oncoming traffic and hugged the shoulders of the road. And some roads
offered no alternative exit from the area. The evacuation confirmed the need to reduce
roadside vegetation.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act sub-grant awarded by the Colorado State
Forest Service to the Emergency Services Division of the El Paso County Sheriff's Office is
being used to reduce the amount of live and dead vegetation along auxiliary roads in the
Southwest Highway 115 Fire Protection District. Where landowners have given permission,
vegetation is being thinned to provide residents safer emergency passage.

Knotty Pines, Inc., a local fuels mitigation business, was selected from the Request for
Proposals candidates to set up and implement the 145-acre Recovery Act project. Owner
Andrew Notbohm has been in the wildfire mitigation business seven years. A second
Request for Proposals was issued to find a private company to represent the county as
project manager. Duties included ensuring grant expectations/standards were met and
assisting with landowner contacts.

Project outreach began in July 2010. Despite the evacuation of many area residents in 2008,
Knotty Pines and Kiva Dog discovered fuels reduction can still be a hard sell. As the team of
three contact property owners on a road slated for treatment, the responses range from
those who are eager to participate, the few who are adamantly opposed, and those who say
yes--with conditions. The objective is to create 200-foot wide, treated road corridors.
Depending on participation and topography, the road may run through the middle of the
corridor, or on the edge.

David Mann of Kiva Dog Enterprises is the contract administrator. Mann, a retired U.S.
Forest Service employee, spent his 30-year career in forest management and fire. His
experience makes him a good fit for the job. As the person responsible for quality control, he
works with landowners and tree service contractors.

Knotty Pines selected Tall Timbers Tree and Shrub Service, a Colorado Springs-based
business, to cut and chip excess vegetation. Tall Timbers has been in business since 2000.
During the growing season, the business has a spray crew, two residential tree service
crews, and a crew that works in outlying areas where native vegetation is prevalent. “The El
Paso County project made it 100 percent easier this winter,” said Dave Carpenter, owner of
Tall Timbers. “Instead of employing two to three people this winter, | have been able to
employ 10.”

In October, crew members received some homemade gratitude from a local landowner who
stopped on the road to give them Rice Krispie® treats, a jug of iced tea and cups. Crew
members’ eyes lit up and wide smiles spread across dirty faces. The landowner thanked
them all, hopped back in her truck and was on her way. It made their day.
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To date, vegetation along three roads has been reduced, which equates to 69 acres of
treatment. A fourth road is in progress.

Program Project Name: Improvements for Accessible Fishing Opportunities
Local Project Name: Improve Accessible Fishing Opportunities

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Rio Grande

Ranger District: Conejos Peak

Nearby City(ies): South Fork, Creede, Antonito

Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Conejos, Rio Grande

Modified Date: 3/31/2011

Story:

Rio Grande National Forest Expands Fishing Opportunities
(Story posted 3/25/2011)

Fishing is one of America's favorite pastimes, but it is sometimes difficult to do in the Rocky
Mountains for people with mobility challenges. On the Rio Grande National Forest, 26
recreation area reservoirs provide angling opportunities for various trout species, but until
recently only two provided fishing piers and improved accessibility for anglers of all abilities.
This Recovery Act project involved purchasing and installing six accessible fishing piers and
developing accompanying hardened accessible trails.

A small business owner installed the piers at the most popular fishing lakes on the Rio
Grande National Forest. Those sites are as follows: Alberta Lake, Big Meadows Reservaoir,
Road Canyon Reservoir, Shaw Lake, Spectacle Lake, and Tucker Ponds. The new piers
include railings that conform to accessibility guidelines. Key partner Colorado Division of
Wildlife (CDOW) helped identify the highest priority sites to install the piers and stock
catchable fish in these areas.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Projects

Local Project Name: Recovery Act Dead Tree Removal and Hazardous Fuels Reduction in
Developed Recreation Sites

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Nearby City(ies): Fort Collins

Congressional District(s): CO04

County(ies): CO: Boulder, Clear Creek, Grand
Modified Date: 4/21/2011
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Story:
Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests Use Recovery Act Funds to Mitigate Mountain Pine
Beetle Epidemic Effects

(Story posted 4/13/2011)

On the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests, efforts to address the mountain pine beetle
epidemic throughout north central Colorado got a boost from Recovery Act funds. A
substantial number of trees had been killed by mountain pine beetles in developed recreation
sites on the Roosevelt National Forest in Larimer County, creating a hazardous fuels buildup
that increased the wildfire hazard to facilities and a safety hazard to the recreating public.

This project involved removing the dead trees in the late summer of 2010. This project was
critical in allowing the Forest Service to address the impacts of the mountain pine beetle
epidemic and keep recreation sites open and available to the public. Without this funding it is
likely that some high-use sites would have been closed due to the increased wildfire and
safety hazard.

Program Project Name: Brainard Lake Recreation Area Portal to Improve Safety and
Protect Resources

Local Project Name: Brainard Lake Recreation Area Portal to Improve Safety and Protect
Resources

Region: Rocky Mountain Region
Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt
Ranger District: Boulder

Nearby City(ies): Boulder, Ward
Congressional District(s): CO02
County(ies): CO: Boulder
Modified Date: 8/18/2011

Story:

Portal Project Enhances Recreation Opportunities at Popular Brainard Lake
(Story posted 8/3/2011)

The Brainard Portal project on the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest is designed to improve
public safety, reduce vehicle congestion, and enhance recreation opportunities at this
popular site. The project includes constructing a parking lot, a fee/information booth, a
restroom, a warming shelter, and a section of trail that connects the new facilities to Brainard
Lake Recreation Area’s (BLRA) existing trail system. The project has been accomplished in
partnership with Federal Highway Administration Central Federal Lands Highway Division.
The project’s general contractor and subcontractors are from the local area.

Project work has been underway for two summer seasons; this summer’s work involves
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replacing a water storage tank and underground water pipelines originally installed in the
early 1970s. The project should be finished by the end of August.

The BLRA is a highly visited Colorado site that lies within an easy two-hour drive from
Denver, Boulder, and Fort Collins. Its alpine lakes and majestic scenery make it a popular
day-use and overnight destination for outdoor enthusiasts from the local Front Range
communities and from all over the United States and foreign countries as well.

Program Project Name: Regionwide Historic Building Restorations
Local Project Name: Mt Roosevelt Tower Restoration

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Black Hills

Ranger District: Northern Hills

Nearby City(ies): Spearfish, SD

Congressional District(s): CO02, CO03, CO05, SD00, WY00

County(ies): CO: Conejos, Dolores, Eagle, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Lake, Saguache; SD: Custer,
Lawrence; WY: Park

Modified Date: 9/7/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Supports Mount Roosevelt Friendship Tower Restoration
(Story posted 9/6/2011)

On the Black Hills National Forest, Mount Roosevelt, also called Friendship Tower, has
undergone Recovery Act-funded construction to reinforce the base and fully restore the
monument for public use. The tower was in deteriorated condition and in danger of failing;
the stairs had been demolished because of unsafe conditions, and the tower’s stone base
was cracked and damaged.

The project included replacing the exterior staircase to the tower with local stone to match
the tower; interior grouting of the loose rubble tower base; constructing a foundation to
support the tower; repointing and replacing deteriorated native stone masonry; building a roof
to protect the tower from water intrusion; and building a handrail and guardrail on stairs along
with a guardrail on the tower platform.

Box Elder Job Corps Civilian Conservation Center students and a stone mason specializing
in historical restoration worked from June through August 2010 to restore and repair the
tower’s original rock masonry. This past June contractors worked to build the roof and
internal circular stair guardrails. Job Corps program students are currently building exterior
guardrails and should finish the work in the next few weeks.

Seth Bullock built the tower in 1919 in honor of his friend President Theodore Roosevelt.
Bullock wanted to create a memorial of his friend’s life and a place where people could view
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wide open spaces (the “Big Lonesome”) of which Bullock and Roosevelt had become so fond
during their lives. Bullock was Deadwood’s first sheriff, founded the town of Belle Fourche,
and was a U.S. Marshal for South Dakota. He was also an early forest supervisor on the
Black Hills National Forest, appointed to the task by President Roosevelt.

This project repaired a popular and important historical monument visited frequently by the
public. It provided on-the-job training and experience for several Job Corps program students
as well as providing local economic benefits to suppliers, equipment rental businesses, and
local contractors.

Marissa Karchut, north zone archaeologist on the Forest, said, “We are preserving this
monument for our kids and grandkids.”

Program Project Name: Colorado Springs Utilities

Local Project Name: Co-firing Woody Biomass with Coal to Generate Electric Energy
Region: Forest Products Laboratory

Nearby City(ies): Colorado Springs

Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: El Paso

Modified Date: 2/8/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Research to Promote Biomass Utilization
(Story posted 1/18/2012)

USDA Forest Service Recovery Act-funded research to promote the design, construction,
start up, commissioning, and operation of a woody biomass co-firing injection system has
brought to fruition a newly discovered pulverized coal (PC) burner technology that will allow
woody biomass to be a more viable method for a co-fired/co-combusted PC utility boiler.
Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) is engaged in investigating, researching, and developing
this technology that could move the project operational date up by several years.

When it becomes operational as early as 2014, the system to create electrical power will
require 100,000 dry-tons of woody biomass fuel annually that is expected to come from
beetle-killed trees on federal, state, and private lands. In addition to providing long-term
forest industry jobs, the system will promote forest health and reduce catastrophic wildland
fire danger.

Program Project Name: Green Mountain Recreation Site Improvements Support Local
Economy and Public Health
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Local Project Name: Cow Creek South Campground Intersection Improvements; Cow Creek
South Campground Improvements

Region: Rocky Mountain Region
Forest: White River

Ranger District: Dillon

Nearby City(ies): Silverthorne, CO
Congressional District(s): CO02
County(ies): CO: Summit
Modified Date: 1/24/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Green Mountain Reservoir Recreation Improvements
Story posted 9/14/2011)

Green Mountain Reservoir (GMR) is located approximately 20 miles north of Silverthorne,
Colorado on CO State Highway 9. The Green Mountain Recreation Site Improvements
project consists of two primary phases. The first phase relocates the campground access
road intersection on Colorado State Highway 9 to address safety issues for vehicles
accessing the recreation site. The second phase constructs a new campground loop and
associated host sites on the east side of the reservoir. The existing camping facilities are
comprised mainly of user-created sites along the lake shore, which cause shoreline resource
damage.

The long-term vision for the site is to construct three or four more campground loops on the
site as well as a centralized boat launch facility. The centralized boat launch on the reservoir
will be a key element in preventing the spread of tow aquatic nuisance species (ANS), the
Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) and the Quagga Mussel (Dreissena bugensis), which
have become a threat to the health of the aquatic environment. This threat has resulted in a
need to limit boater access and conduct inspections to prevent the introduction of ANS into
the reservoir. This unforeseen shift in management to limit boater access has resulted in a
need to substantially modify the management plan for GMR.

The intersection reconstruction work started August 1, 2011 and is approximately 50 percent
complete. The campground construction work started at the same time and is approximately
25 percent complete. The project's contractor is Tropical Contracting, LLC of Arvada,
Colorado.

Program Project Name: Veterans Jobs Trail Project

Local Project Name: Rio Grande Veterans Jobs Trail Project

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Rio Grande

Nearby City(ies): Antonito, Creede, Monte Vista, Saguache, and South Fork
Congressional District(s): CO03

County(ies): CO: Conejos
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Modified Date: 11/2/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Put Military Veterans to Work

(Story posted 9/21/2011)

The Rio Grande National Forest, in partnership with the Southwest Conservation Corps
(SCC,) put military veterans to work on trail maintenance projects funded through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act during 2010 and 2011.

Trail maintenance on non-motorized trails included improving the tread and drainage as well
removing fallen trees and litter. The SCC veteran trail crews accomplished work on over 250
miles of trail for the Rio Grande National Forest.

The effort was made possible through the Veterans Green Corps (VGC), a national initiative
that helps returning military veterans transition to civilian life by leveraging their leadership
experience, strong work ethic, and team approach to meet conservation needs on public
lands.

The crews are trained in trail maintenance, noxious-weed control, watershed restoration,
monitoring, re-vegetation, data gathering, and mapping. Veterans say they find the
opportunity to reconnect with fellow soldiers and work in outdoor settings rewarding in
personal and professional ways. Through their work on public lands, they gain valuable
experience, training, and an ethic of natural resource stewardship, all of which enhances
their opportunities for long-term employment in natural resources.

Program Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Projects
Local Project Name: Hazardous Fuels Reduction Projects

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Ranger District: Estes-Poudre

Nearby City(ies): Fort Collins, Boulder, Estes Park, Nederland, Jamestown, Ward,
Redfeather, Crystal Lake, Colorado

Congressional District(s): CO02, CO04
County(ies): CO: Boulder, Clear Creek, Gilpin, Larimer
Modified Date: 1/30/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Hazardous Fuel Reduction Treatments Improve Public Safety

Story posted 9/21/2011)
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Recovery Act-funded workers are helping address the mountain pine beetle epidemic calling
for hazardous fuels reduction efforts throughout north central Colorado. Mountain pine
beetles had killed a substantial number of trees on the Roosevelt National Forest in Larimer
County, creating a hazardous fuels buildup that increased the wildfire hazard to communities
and a safety hazard to the public and firefighters.

The project involved issuing four task orders under the Front Range Long-term Stewardship
contract to remove hazardous fuels in the late summer of 2010 and 2011: the Gold, Miller,
West Beaver, and Stringtown task orders. Local contractors have reduced hazardous fuels
on approximately 1,800 acres with this project. This project was critical in allowing the USDA
Forest Service to address the impacts of the mountain pine beetle epidemic and reduce
wildland fire risk to communities.

Program Project Name: Forest-wide Campground Maintenance for Safety and
Accessibility #1

Local Project Name: Forest-wide Campground Maintenance for Safety and Accessibility #1
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Ranger District: Boulder

Nearby City(ies): Ward, Boulder

Congressional District(s): CO02

County(ies): CO: Boulder

Modified Date: 1/24/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Recreation Facility Restoration Benefits Abound
Story posted 9/21/2011)

At the time of this writing, all Recovery Act-funded project components on the Arapaho-
Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland mentioned below are complete
or very nearly so.

» Construction of numerous accessible vault restrooms in campgrounds on the Arapaho and
Roosevelt National Forests

* Installation of bear-resistant food storage lockers and dumpsters at campgrounds on the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests

* Construction of accessible playground equipment for Olive Ridge Campground on the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests

» Reconstruction/modernization of the potable water system at Pawnee Campground on the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests
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Program Project Name: Forest-wide Campground Maintenance for Safety and
Accessibility #2

Local Project Name: Forest-wide Campground Maintenance for Safety and Accessibility #2
Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Arapaho/Roosevelt

Ranger District: Canyon Lakes

Nearby City(ies): Boulder, Ward

Congressional District(s): CO02

County(ies): CO: Boulder

Modified Date: 1/24/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Facility Restoration Work Increases Outdoor Recreation Opportunities

Story posted 9/22/2011)

Recovery Act-funded campground restoration work is contributing to increased outdoor
recreation enjoyment and opportunities for people of all abilities while reducing a backlog of
deferred maintenance. Local contractors completed the following:

 Construction of numerous accessible vault restrooms in campgrounds on the Arapaho and
Roosevelt National Forests

* Installation of bear-resistant food storage lockers and dumpsters at campgrounds on the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests

* Construction of accessible playground equipment for Olive Ridge Campground on the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests

* Reconstruction/modernization of the potable water system at Pawnee Campground on the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests

Program Project Name: Campground Facilities Replacements and Reconstruction
Local Project Name: Lake Isabel Cabin - Historic Ranger Station Restoration

Region: Rocky Mountain Region

Forest: Pike-San Isabel

Ranger District: San Carlos

Nearby City(ies): Canon City, CO

Congressional District(s): CO05

County(ies): CO: Chaffee

Modified Date: 1/24/2012

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Rental Cabin Restoration

Story posted 9/22/2011)
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Recovery Act funds supported restoration of a popular rental cabin on the Pike-San Isabel
National Forests and Cimarron-Comanche National Grasslands. The Lake Isabel Cabin sits
along the Frontier Pathways Scenic Byway in the beautiful Wet Mountains, overlooking Lake
Isabel. In 2001 the historic Ranger Station became available to the public for overnight rental
through the Pike-San Isabel’s Historic Cabin Rental Program.

This site is a favorite of visitors year-round for fishing access and as a “warming Hut” for
wintertime visitors skiing and sledding in the area. This cabin sleeps six in bunk beds with a
full kitchen, gas heat, and a fireplace.

Recovery Act funds were used to pave the parking lot, roof the cabin, install new siding, and
construct a concrete path and patio. Funds were also used to improve a second cabin that
will be added to the cabin rental program over the winter.

Program Project Name: Buckeye Reservoir Recreation Area Reconstruction
Protects People and Resources

Local Project Name: Buckeye Recreation Area

Region: Intermountain Region

Forest: Manti-Lasal

Ranger District: Moab

Nearby City(ies): Paradox, Montrose, Naturita, Nucla, Bedrock, Colorado.
Congressional District(s): CO03, UT02

County(ies): CO: Montrose

Related Photo(s) Link: http://prdp2fs.ess.usda.gov/detail/recovery/accomplishments/photos-
video/?cid=stelprdb5357818

Modified Date: 6/11/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Workers Enhance Colorado Jewel
(Story posted 1/18/2012)

The Buckeye Recreation Area in southwestern Colorado is a jewel in a spectacular setting.
Ponderosa forests, a sparkling blue reservoir, and towering peaks surround it. Until 2010, it
consisted of dilapidated facilities and barren shorelines with compacted soils. OHV trails
crossed the entire area, and vehicles routinely traveled across the dam.

Two seasons later, wood fences protect the shoreline from vehicular travel, so grass and
other plants have grown back. Fifty new campsites with tables, fire-rings, graveled spurs, and
new restrooms are available to the public, 19 of which require no fees to use. There are
individual sites and group sites. There’s a new concrete boat ramp and new gravel roads
throughout the recreation area. Recovery Act-funded workers have also installed culverts
and cattle guards while obliterating some user-created roads and building graveled
pathways. In addition, interpretive and informational signs have been installed, and travel
access across the dam is blocked. The recreation area is safer and more attractive while
providing more opportunities for recreational use and fewer opportunities for resource
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damage.

The project was under the supervision of the Manti-La Sal National Forest facilities engineer
Cathy Christensen; contracting officer, Aaron Howe, and Moab/Monticello recreation
manager Brian Murdock. Guardian Construction did the construction work.

While visiting the recreation area as work was being finished, Forest Service employees
were approached by a man driving a four-wheeler. “This is beautiful work you're doing here.
This is a beautiful place. | hope it’s finished soon.” It was completed a month later. The new
recreation area will open for operation this coming spring.
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Connecticut

Program Project Name: Greening and Renovation of Connecticut Forest Service
Research Facilities

Local Project Name: Greening and Renovation of Connecticut FS Research Facilities - Tile
Abatement

Region: Northeastern Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Airports - Bradley International Airport - Windsor Locks, CT ; New Haven
Airport - New Haven, CT Newspapers - Hartford Courant, New Haven Register

Congressional District(s): CT03
County(ies): CT: New Haven
Modified Date: 4/15/2011

Story:

Connecticut FS Research Facilities Begins Greening, Renovating
(Story posted 4/27/2009)

One portion of the Recovery Act Project at Hamden, CT is abatement of asbestos floor tile
throughout the building at 51 Mill Pond Road. Baystate Contracting Services Inc. was
awarded the contract to remove and replace the flooring materials. Work on this project
began on March 22.

Program Project Name: Greening and Renovation of Connecticut Forest Service
Research Facilities

Local Project Name: Open House Marks Completion of Connecticut Research Facility
Renovation

Region: Northeastern Research Station
Nearby City(ies): Hamden, CT
Congressional District(s): CT03
County(ies): CT: New Haven

Modified Date: 11/1/2011

Story:

Open House Celebrates Recovery Act-funded Building "Greening"
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

On September 21, USDA Forest Service officials hosted an open house celebrating the
completion of a project that significantly improved the energy efficiency of the Northern
Research Station’s (NRS) facility in Hamden, Connecticut, while bringing work to
Connecticut-based contractors. Open house plans included agency presentations throughout
the day followed by a celebration ceremony with invited dignitaries and building tours.
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Recovery Act funds supported the “greening” of the 45-year-old building that included the
addition of a solar array that now provides some of the building’s electrical needs as well as
new energy-efficient windows and an insulated eastern white cedar facade. Last October,
USDA Natural Recourses Conservation Service and Southwest Conservation District staff
moved into empty space on the second floor of the Hamden main building as a result of the
renovations.

“We have increased the occupancy rate for the building; increased the services included with
the space; saved the government over $28,000 a year in space leasing costs; and reduced
the Forest Service research dollars going into maintaining the facilities,” said Melody Keena,
an NRS research entomologist.

Program Project Name: Greening and Renovation of Connecticut Forest Service
Research Facilities

Local Project Name: VIPs View Newly Renovated FS Research Facilities
Region: Northeastern Research Station

Nearby City(ies): Hamden, Connecticut

Congressional District(s): CT03

County(ies): CT: New Haven

Modified Date: 12/15/2011

Story:

Open House Commemorates Recovery Act Project Completion
(Story posted 9/29/2011)

On September 21, 2011, approximately 50 people, including congressional staff and other
officials, attended an open house celebrating the completion of a Recovery Act-funded
project that significantly improved the energy efficiency of the Northern Research Station’s
(NRS) facility in Hamden, Connecticut, while bringing work to Connecticut-based contractors.

Recovery Act funds supported the “greening” of the 45-year-old building that included the
addition of a solar array that now provides some of the building’s electrical needs as well as
new energy-efficient windows and an insulated eastern white cedar facade. Last October,
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Southwest Conservation District staff
moved into empty space on the second floor of the Hamden main building as a result of the
renovations.

“We have increased the occupancy rate for the building; increased the services included with
the space; saved the government over $28,000 a year in space leasing costs; and reduced
the Forest Service research dollars going into maintaining the facilities,” said Melody Keena,
an NRS research entomologist. Open house plans include agency presentations throughout
the day followed by a celebration ceremony with invited dignitaries and building tours.
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Delaware

Program Project Name: Delaware Hazardous Fuels Reduction/Ecosystem
Improvement Projects

Local Project Name: Delaware hazardous fuels reduction and ecosystem improvement
Region: Northeastern Area S&PF

Nearby City(ies): Various throughout state

Congressional District(s): DEOO

County(ies): DE: Kent, New Castle, Sussex

Modified Date: 8/18/2011

Story:

Delaware Forest Service Uses Recovery Act Funds to Reduce Wildfire Risk to Communities

(Story posted 8/9/2011)

Last month the Delaware Forest Service (DFS) completed a USDA Forest Service Recovery
Act-funded hazardous fuels reduction and ecosystem improvement project, exceeding the
grant targets designed to reduce wildland fire risk near communities and improve forest
health.

To complete the work, the DFS hired work crews throughout the grant period. In all, the
funding provided for the development of 12 fire management plans, ecosystem improvement
projects on more than 1,000 acres, and hazardous fuels treatments on 160 acres benefiting

SiX communities.

Program Project Name: Northern Delaware Forestry Stimulus Project
Local Project Name: Wilmington’s Green Return-to-Work Program

Region: Northeastern Area S&PF

Nearby City(ies): Wilmington

Congressional District(s): DEOO

County(ies): DE: New Castle

Modified Date: 1/20/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Northern Delaware Return-to-Work (RTW) Program

(Story posted 11/16/2011)

Wilmington’s Green Return-to-Work Program has provided a unique opportunity to teach life
and job skills and create jobs while greening the city, which is located in New Castle County,
Delaware. In collaboration with many partners, Wilmington and the Delaware Center for
Horticulture delivered four 13-week sessions that offered return-to-work green job training
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and life skills. The program created one supervisory position and 20 jobs for ex-offenders
who had the incentive to learn new life and job skills that will help ensure that they have long-
term work opportunities for years to come. The on-the-job training benefits both trainees and
citizens throughout the city, who will reap the social, economic, and environmental
benefits—more than 1,500 newly planted trees and more than 700 trees that have been
cared for and pruned in areas of the city where trees and their care have historically been
neglected due to lack of funding to support such efforts.

Recovery Act funding supported staff positions within the Delaware Center for Horticulture to
ensure continued employment for professionals who are committed to making the city
greener. Recovery Act funding was also used to create a city forester position that will
continue even after Recovery Act dollars are gone. Having a full-time city forester resulted in
many benefits: development of a citywide tree management system, an updated tree
ordinance, the planting of 750 trees and care of more than 1,000 trees, wildfire fuel reduction,
and assistance with tree-related issues at more than 200 sites in the city.
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District of Columbia

Program Project Name: The Mayor's Green Summer Job Corps, Tree Section
Local Project Name: 2010 Mayor’s Green Summer Job Corps, Tree Section
Region: Northeastern Area S&PF

Nearby City(ies): D.C.

Congressional District(s): DCO00

County(ies): DC: District of Columbia

Modified Date: 1/20/2012

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Support Urban Forestry Efforts

(Story posted 11/16/2011)
Final report — 2010 Mayor’'s Green Summer Job Corps, Tree Section

The District Department of Transportation’s (DDOT) Urban Forestry Administration (UFA)
has been awarded nearly $2.8 million in federal funding from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) to create green jobs in the District and improve the health
of the city’s urban tree canopy.

This is one of two significant grant awards for DDOT from the United States Forest Service.
DDOT, along with the District Department of the Environment, was also awarded $90,000 for
the Mayor’'s Green Summer Job Corps, Tree Section.

Working with our municipal partners at the District Department of the Environment, UFA
served as a financial and technical sponsor of the Mayor’'s Green Summer Job Corps, Tree
Section. The Mayor’'s Green Summer Job Corps provided an opportunity for District youth to
get substantive green-collar work experience as well as general job readiness training while
having a measurable positive impact on the District's environment.

Within the Tree teams, about 90 youth and team leaders were engaged in tree maintenance
(mulching, watering, and weeding) of public-space trees throughout the city. The Green
Summer Tree teams contributed to the health of the District's street and park tree canopy by
maintaining street and park trees planted during the spring planting season and the previous
year. UFA’s outreach team members (four staff) provided classroom based technical training
and advice for the program manager and the team leaders and UFA urban foresters (five
staff) held field-based trainings to teach corps members the skills needed to successfully
complete these projects.

Staff was hired for the program on May 31, 2010; the Green Summer Job Corps started on
June 27, 2010 and ended on August 13, 2010. During that time, the Recovery Act grant
provided the means to employ the program manager and team leaders full-time. For the
summer 2010 program, $50,6999.04 was expended toward the salaries of the 13 employees.
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The target of this grant was to fund three full-time employees.

Program Project Name: Washington Parks and People District of Columbia Green
Corps

Local Project Name: District of Columbia Green Corps

Region: Northeastern Area S&PF

Nearby City(ies): D.C.

Congressional District(s): DC00

County(ies): DC: District of Columbia

Modified Date: 1/20/2012

Story:

Recovery Act-funded Project Provides Training, Supports Urban Forestry
(Story posted 11/16/2011)

Funded by a grant administered by the USDA Forest Service Northeastern Area State and
Private Forestry, the Washington Parks & People District of Columbia (WPP DC) Green
Corps has trained over 100 inner-city residents in basic job readiness and community
greening and urban forestry, as a gateway to dozens of jobs, enterprises, and careers.
Selected from a pool of over 600 applicants who have struggled with getting and keeping a
job, the Green Corps trainees completed an eight-stage application process to be invited into
the Corps.

A partnership between the DC Urban Forestry Administration and Washington Parks &
People, the WPP DC Green Corps provides an intensive curriculum of classroom,
demonstration, expeditionary, and team-based hands-on field training and impacts in tree
identification, planting, and care; community-based land planning and design; invasive
removal and native forest and habitat reclamation; stormwater mitigation; stream restoration,
and urban wastewood recovery. As part of the training, the Corps teams learn from a wide
range of public and private partners who serve as instructors and field demonstrators,
including DC Urban Forestry Administration staff. Corps members also visit diverse examples
of urban and community forestry and greening as led by public and private partners,
including field trips to forests, nurseries, gardens, the Anacostia River, and more. The
educational value of this training is being continually tracked and refined with a wide range of
teaching and training tools and modalities designed to reach non-traditional learners.

The WPP DC Green Corps is also delivering significant greening impacts and environmental
justice benefits in under-served communities and impaired sub-watersheds across the city,
including planting of 440 large native trees; removal of tens of thousands of invasive plants;
clearing of trash in streambanks, woodland areas, and stormwater catchments; and
community outreach and engagement on urban greening and forestry. In the Watts Branch
stream valley, the trainees installed new native forest groves beside schools and along the
length of the stream corridor, opened a new community greening center, and helped the
community plan and test out new stormwater mitigation and green infrastructure approaches.
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In impaired areas of the Rock Creek sub-watershed, trainees transformed vacant lots into
greens, helped weed and restore an African American burial ground entrance to Rock Creek,
and planted trees as part of stream restoration and stormwater mitigation. In the Oxon Run
sub-watershed, the DC Green Corps planted forest gardens to enframe a new community
farm, cleared invasives, opened sight lines, cleaned streambanks, and promoted community
engagement in the watershed and land reclamation planning.

Many WPP DC Green Corps alumni have already surmounted lengthy unemployment to get
a wide range of jobs, and some employers have offered to give preferential consideration for
employment to exemplary Green Corps alumni. Many alumni are showing new teamwork,
responsibility, pride, and leadership strengths. They are also helping their neighborhoods by
exemplifying and communicating the value of environmental engagement, responsibility,
reclamation, and stewardship. WPP DC Green Corps trainees have produced short
documentaries about the power of urban greening and forestry to help meet critical
community needs, which can be viewed at: http://washingtonparks.net/videos/#video-11.

Graduates of the 360-hour program receive a completion certificate signed by the DC state
forester, accredited Continuing Education Units from the Community College of the District of
Columbia, as well as certificates in such "soft skills" and job readiness as Financial Planning,
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation, and Communications.
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Florida

Program Project Name: Florida Forest Health Improvement Initiative
Local Project Name: Florida Forest Health Improvement Initiative

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Statewide

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL02, FLO3, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25

County(ies): FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:

Forest Health Improvement Initiative Benefitting Communities Across Florida
(Story posted 4/2/2010)

The Florida Division of Forestry will work through communities, non-profit organizations, and
educational institutions to improve the forest health in communities. The state will have a
competitive grant process inviting eligible participants to apply for funding to reforest public
rights-of-ways, parks, public schools, and other natural areas, as well as provide
opportunities for tree remediation work which include corrective tree pruning, hazard tree
removal and rehabilitation of soil conditions for significant trees.

Communities all over Florida will benefit ecologically from the increase in canopy cover and
improve health and vigor of existing trees. Projects will contribute to improved water and air
quality, improved community aesthetics, and increase in employment opportunities for the
green industry.

Priority for funding will be given to communities that have the highest unemployment rates in
the state of Florida. These areas should see increased employment opportunity for
commercial arborists, landscape contractors, nurserymen, consulting arborists, and
landscape architects/designers.

Program Project Name: Bridge Replacement - Deferred Maintenance
Local Project Name: Reconstruction of Bridge 125-6.8

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Apalachicola
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Nearby City(ies): Bristol

Congressional District(s): FL02

County(ies): FL: Baker, Columbia, Liberty, Wakulla
Modified Date: 7/15/2010

Story:
Reconstruction of Bridge 125-6.8 Underway With Help From Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 4/2/2010)

Bridge 125-6.8 is an existing 5-span concrete bridge with wooden piling built in 1963. The
substructure was failing as noted in the 2008 bridge inspection; substructure was rated a 3 or
poor, a serious condition for safety. The project eliminates deferred maintenance and
improves safety for users.

The work for this project includes the removal of the existing bridge and the construction of
an all concrete structure complete with guard rails. The contractor began moving on site on
February 8. Demolition of the first span was completed March 5 and the driving of piles
began on March 8. The contractor told the COR that this project put his subcontractors
employees back to work after they had been laid off.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Alabama — Longleaf Restoration Initiative

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Alabama

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL02, FL03, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25, GAO1, GAO2, GAO3, GA0O4, GAO5, GAO6, GAO7, GA08, GA09, GA10, GA11, GA12,
GA13, NCO01, NCO02, NCO3, NC04, NC05, NC06, NCO7, NC08, NC09, NC10, NC11, NC12,
NC13, SC01, SC02, SCO03, SC04, SCO05, SC06
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Brevard, Broward, Charlotte, Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto,
Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton,
Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Holmes, Indian River, Jackson,
Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin,
Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach,
Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole,
Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla, Walton, Washington; GA: Appling,
Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow, Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley,
Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun, Camden, Candler, Carroll,
Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga, Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton,
Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta, Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson,
Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas, Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert,
Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin, Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn,
Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall, Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart,
Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis, Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson,
Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long, Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie,
Mclintosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery,
Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe, Paulding, Peach, Pickens,
Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph, Richmond, Rockdale,
Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter, Talbot, Taliaferro,
Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen, Troup, Turner,
Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Webster,
Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance, Alexander,
Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke,
Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee, Chowan,
Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson, Davie, Duplin,
Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville, Greene,
Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell, Jackson,
Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin, Mecklenburg,
Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico,
Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph, Richmond, Robeson,
Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Swain,
Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga, Wayne, Wilkes,
Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson, Bamberg, Barnwell,
Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester, Chesterfield, Clarendon,
Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield, Florence, Georgetown,
Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw, Lancaster, Laurens, Lee,
Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee, Orangeburg, Pickens,
Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in Alabama

(Story posted 4/13/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. The Alabama
Forestry Commission received $1.757 million.

AFC has contracted with the Longleaf Alliance to administer the project. Anne Rilling, with
the Alliance, was hired to coordinate this effort. Other agencies involved include the
Alabama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
The work is being implemented through multiple private contracts.

As of March 15, 2010, there have been many accomplishments: Longleaf establishment on
230 acres on the Geneva State Forest and 650 acres on the Barbour Wildlife Management
Area; 800+ acres of mid-story treatments to improve existing longleaf pine and improve cone
collection areas on the Geneva State Forest and Little River State Forest; around 298,000
longleaf pine seedlings were purchased and provided to supplement the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Landowner Incentive Program to establishing longleaf on an estimated 596
acres (80% complete) of private land; and tuition provided for 47 professionals to attend the
Longleaf Academy for formal training.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Florida Longleaf Restoration Initiative
Region: Southern Region

Forest: Test Forest R8

Nearby City(ies): throughout Florida

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL0O2, FLO3, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in Florida

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97% to 3.4 million acres — only 3% remains. To address these
concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government organizations
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came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine,
which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented collaborative effort
—on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and improve 1.5 million
acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: a total of 200 acres of longleaf
establishment has been completed on the Indian Lakes State Forest, while 13 state forests
are involved in accomplishing prescribed burning, mid-story/understory treatments, and seed
collection; currently, a little over 300 acres of longleaf establishment has been completed on
through Florida’s longleaf pine private lands incentive program (out of 2,000 acres); at
Andrews State Nursery work is underway to increase the longleaf seedling capacity by 2.2
million, while planned to be completed by April 2010; and inventory work for gopher tortoise,
Indigo snake, and RCW is continuing on public lands.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Georgia Longleaf Pine Initiative
Region: Southern Region
Nearby City(ies): Throughout Georgia

Congressional District(s): GA01, GA02, GA03, GA04, GAO5, GA06, GAO7, GA08, GA09,
GA10, GA11, GA12, GA13
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in Georgia

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: Longleaf establishment is
complete on 115 acres on the Paulding Forest; wiregrass planting is complete on the Broxton
Rocks Legacy Forest — 36 acres; field fumigated in order to expand longleaf bare root
capacity by 2 million seedlings; GFC hired John Lathem to administer the Recovery Act
longleaf grant; and the GFC has 4,572 acres of longleaf signed up through Georgia’s Private
Lands Longleaf Restoration Incentive Payment Program. It is estimated that approximately
750 acres will be planted by the end of March. Most of the work this year will be site
preparation with majority of planting to occur during the winter of 2010/11.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: North Carolina Longleaf Pine Restoration
Region: Southern Region
Nearby City(ies): Throughout North Carolina

Congressional District(s): NC01, NC02, NC03, NC04, NC05, NC06, NCO7, NC08, NC09,
NC10, NC11, NC12, NC13
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County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in North Carolina

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: establishing 431 acres of
longleaf pine and 80 acres of wiregrass on Bladen Lakes State Forest; completing 2,464
acres of prescribed burning; improving 430 acres of longleaf pine through mechanical
treatments of mid-story and understory; collecting and processing 4,600 pounds of longleaf
seed, 14 pounds of wiregrass, and four pounds of other native understory plant species; and
the Division of Forestry hired five temporary forestry technicians at Bladen Lakes to help
implement the longleaf restoration program.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: South Caroline Longleaf Restoration

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): throughout South Carolina

Congressional District(s): SC01, SC02, SC03, SC04, SC05, SC06

Page 340



Forest Service Recovery Act Stories - Thursday, August 23, 2012

County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 7/12/2010

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels Management Initiative
Project in South Carolina

(Story posted 4/14/2010)

The longleaf pine forests that once covered over 90 million acres in southeastern United
States has been reduced by 97 percent to 3.4 million acres — only three percent remains. To
address these concerns, representatives from over 20 federal, state, and non-government
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organizations came together and helped develop the Range-wide Conservation Plan for
Longleaf Pine, which was released in March 2009. The plan calls for an unprecedented
collaborative effort — on all lands — to increase longleaf pine acreage to 8 million acres and
improve 1.5 million acres of existing longleaf over the next 15 years.

One of the first efforts to go from the range-wide plan to implementation was the awarding of
$8.975 million in Recovery Act funds for the Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration and Fuels
Management Initiative Project. The funds were awarded through grants to state forestry
agencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

As of March 2010, there have been many accomplishments: establishment of longleaf pine
on 625 acres on state lands; 1,150 acres of mid-story/stand improvement treatments have
been completed; approximately 4,000 acres of prescribed burning has been completed; work
on private lands has been accomplished (reported through first of March) with the Longleaf
Restoration Program (landowner incentive program) — 180 acres of longleaf establishment,
183 acres of prescribed burning, and 103 acres of mid-story treatments ;the capacity to
produce containerized longleaf pine has been increased at Taylor State Nursery by 750,000
seedlings through contract construction of new raised tables; a private consulting forester
has been contracted to inventory state parks lands for longleaf pine; and the SCFC has sent
45 professionals to the Longleaf Academy in Alabama for formal training.

Program Project Name: Apalachicola National Forest- Drainage Rehabilitation
Local Project Name: DRAINAGE REHAB

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Apalachicola

Nearby City(ies): Bristol

Congressional District(s): FL02

County(ies): FL: Liberty, Wakulla

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3hccj83

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Eliminating Safety Hazards Through Drainage Rehab

(Story posted 6/22/2010)

This project includes replacement of over 100 pipes on the Forest Service System roads on
the Apalachicola NF. Replacing pipes will eliminate safety hazards on the roads caused by
failing (rotten) pipes falling in when heavier loads cross them. Replacing failed pipes will help

eliminate resource damages and sediment loads to nearby creeks.

Two ID/IQ contracts utilized one to purchase pipes and one to install them.
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Program Project Name: Mountain Bike Trail Maintenance for Safety and Protection
Local Project Name: MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL MAINTENANCE

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Wakulla

Nearby City(ies): Tallahassee

Congressional District(s): FL02

County(ies): FL: Leon

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3wt96w3

Modified Date: 6/7/2011

Story:

Recovery Act Funds Maintain Mountain Bike Trail
(Story posted 6/22/2010 and updated 7/14/2010)

Munson Hills Bike Trail is 18 miles long, close to the Capitol in Tallahassee, Florida, and very
popular with local riders, runners and walkers. The maintenance needs include stabilization
of trail with lime rock base; building trail components such as undulations and out-slope
sections for drainage; banked turns; boulders to increase difficulty; and generally rebuilding
the trail.

The Recovery Act funds will provide maintenance for erosion control in areas where sandy
soils have washed and will allow riders to stay on the trail and stop resource damage where
riders have gone around badly eroded sections.

As of July 2010, the contract involving mountain bike trail maintenance for safety and
protection is 50 percent complete; the contractor has moved off to another project and will be
back. This break will allow the Forest to see how the surfacing works and how the challenges
hold up to traffic. A second contract is being negotiated right now.

Program Project Name: Maintenance of Three Florida Trails for Safety and Protection
Local Project Name: Leon Sinks

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Wakulla

Nearby City(ies): Ocala, Tallahassee

Congressional District(s): FL02, FLO3

County(ies): FL: Marion

Modified Date: 5/24/2011
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Story:

Recovery Act Funds Support Important Trail Maintenance Work
(Story posted 6/22/2010 and updated 5/24/2011)

Recovery Act-funded work to rehabilitate the Leon Sinks Interpretive Trail located within the
Leon Sinks Geological Area on the Apalachicola National Forest is now complete. The
project included rehabilitating wooden boardwalks, viewing platforms, and trailhead facilities
and replacing signage on a trail very popular with school groups, families, and individual
hikers.

The Leon Sinks Geological Area consists of a layer of limestone, eroded and dissolved by
rainwater and groundwater to form caverns, holes, and tunnels in the limestone. This type of
terrain is called “karst” and results in many geological features such as wet sinkholes,
depressions, natural bridges, and a disappearing stream.

A heavily used hiking trail on the National Forests in Florida, the Leon Sinks Trail spotlights
the sinkholes and aquifers characteristic of the area with numerous wooden boardwalks and
viewing platforms to protect the fragile environment of the sinks. These 20-year-old wooden
structures were in poor condition and in need of replacement. Contractors began work in July
2010.

On April 30, 2011, the Forest marked the completion of the renovations with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to which the public was invited. The Forest hosted an interpretive hike after the
ribbon cutting to familiarize attendees with the trail system and the improvements.

The project’s completion results in safer public access to this popular area while protecting
sensitive environments.

Program Project Name: Maintenance of Three Florida Trails for Safety and Protection
Local Project Name: Lake Eaton Sinkhole and Loop Trail Project

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Lake George

Nearby City(ies): Ocala, Silver Springs

Congressional District(s): FLO3

County(ies): FL: Marion

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/6358gm4; http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/story?id=5988
Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:
Recovery Act to Support Lake Eaton Sinkhole and Loop Trail Project
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(Story posted 7/16/2010 and updated 8/17/2010)

The Lake Eaton Loop and Sinkhole trails are two very popular trails on the Ocala National
Forest. Part of a historic pioneer road that dates back to the 1800s, the trails provide visitors
an opportunity to observe a wet sinkhole and explore the ancient sand pine scrub forest.

Over the years the wooden boardwalks, steps, and observation decks have been degraded.
Interpretive signs along the trail are outdated and have seen wear and tear.

Improvements to the trails include replacing portions of wooden boardwalks, observation
decks, and steps along with new interpretive kiosks.

As of July 2010, the Lake Eaton boardwalk repairs are about half finished. A contract has
been awarded for a concrete restroom, and the building is scheduled for delivery in
September. The Lake Eaton kiosks have been designed and are going through final review
before being sent off for fabrication. The signs should be ready by November for installation.

Program Project Name: Bridge Replacement - Deferred Maintenance
Local Project Name: DEFERRED MAINTENANCE ON 20 BRIDGES
Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Apalachicola

Nearby City(ies): Crawfordville, Bristol, Tallahassee

Congressional District(s): FL02

County(ies): FL: Baker, Columbia, Liberty, Wakulla

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3f492tc

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:
Recovery Act Funds Overdue Maintenance On Several Bridges
(Story posted 8/3/2010)

The Recovery Act funding will assist in keeping some of local bridges in place until designs
can be done to replace them.

For others, the repairs would include replacing damaged posts, installing approach guard
rails, and replacing deteriorating wooden wheel stops for safety.

Preventive maintenance to prolong the life of some bridges includes repairing spalling
concrete before rebar is exposed, replacing deteriorating wing walls and posts, missing
sacked concrete riprap, missing guardrail hardware, and lime rock base at approach ends to

protect concrete decks from cracking due to exposure to traffic.

Routine maintenance would be done at the same time; clearing vegetation from around
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guard railing, cleaning debris off of decks, and cleaning joints and reseal joints.

As of July 2010, the new bridge at Juniper Creek is in place, guard rails are in the process of
going up, and there is a little more rip rap needed. At this time the project is 95 percent
complete.

A contract for deferred maintenance on Apalchicola National Forest bridges has been
awarded and is currently awaiting bonds.

Program Project Name: Ocean Pond SewageTreatment Facility Rehabilitation
Local Project Name: Ocean Pond Treatment Plant

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Osceola

Nearby City(ies): Lake City

Congressional District(s): FLO4

County(ies): FL: Baker

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3g4hu7t

Modified Date: 4/28/2011

Story:
Ocean Pond Treatment Plant Gets A Modern Upgrade Through Recovery Act Funding

(Story posted 8/3/2010)

This Recovery Act project will replace the current 40 year old facility which does not meet
present code requirements for this particular type and size system.

The project will eliminate a system that has begun to fail. Ocean Pond is an outstanding
Florida water. It is important to replace the inadequate system in order to reduce negative
impacts to the environment.

The replacement plan includes the decommissioning of the old system, replacement of
grinder pumps, septic tank and construction of a new drainfield. It also will eliminate the last
chemical toilet at the lake and provide more accessible facilities.

As of July 2010, the Rehab of Treatment System project is 100 percent complete and a
contract for the demolition of chemical toilets and installation of SST has been awarded and
is currently awaiting bonds.

Program Project Name: Lacota Fuels Mitigation
Local Project Name: Lacota Fuels Project
Region: Southern Region
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Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Lake George

Nearby City(ies): Silver Springs, Ocala
Congressional District(s): FLO3, FLO8
County(ies): FL: Lake, Marion, Putnam

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3dgsjs7
Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:
Reducing Wildfire Threats, Aiding Restoration Through Recovery Act Funding

(Story posted 8/3/2010)

The Lacota Fuels Project includes mechanical fuels treatment and re-establishment of
landlines. Landline re-establishment is imperative due to the “checkerboard” ownership
pattern in the area.

Benefits of this treatment include reducing the threat of damaging wildfire and facilitating the
restoration of Longleaf Pine ecosystem by enabling future use of prescribed fire to maintain
the area.

The re-establishment of landlines has been critical in the prescribed burn aspect in that
additional acres that had not been burned in the past have now become available for
prescribed burning. This has also benefited the ‘target acres’ for prescription burning on the
Forest and restoring fire back into unmanaged fire ecosystems.

The mowing project has enabled the prescribed burn crew to burn acres with low to
moderate severity to the canopy trees which is a direct result of mowing which reduced
ladder fuels and reduced flame lengths due to the reduction of the scrub layer height. The
reduce flame lengths reduced the scorch to the canopy layer of the mature trees and hence
less stress to existing canopy trees and advanced the restoration of longleaf pine and
flatwoods.

The increased ground exposure of solar radiation from reduced shrub canopy cover has
enabled fire to spread evenly through areas that otherwise may not burn without additional
burn treatments over extended years.

Mowing projects in plantations has reduced fire induced mortality to trees, due to dense
planting and heavy fuel loadings from a heavy shrub component.

As of July 2010, the Lacota Fuels Project is 100 percent complete. Additional funds became
available for Phase Il on the Ocala and mowing has already begun.

Program Project Name: Osceola National Forest Deep Creek Community Protection
Local Project Name: Deep Creek Fuel Reduction
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Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Osceola

Nearby City(ies): Lake City

Congressional District(s): FL04

County(ies): FL: Baker, Columbia

Related Photo(s) Link: http://tinyurl.com/3s4a508
Modified Date: 4/13/2011

Story:
Through Recovery Act Funding, Fuel Reduction Reduces Future Wildfire Threat

(Story posted 8/3/2010)

This fuel reduction project will reduce fuel loading through mowing/mulching areas adjacent
to forest boundary. This will re-establish a fire break to provide a buffer for private property in
the event of a wildfire.

The local community will benefit from this work by reducing the threat of wildfire; residents
have had to be evacuated in the past.

As of July 2010, Deep Creek Community Protection has landline and archeological contracts.
The first contract for fuel reduction work was awarded April 13th, and the project work is 25
percent complete. An additional contract has started and is approximately five percent
complete.

Program Project Name: Osceola National Forest Fuels Reduction
Local Project Name: 1-10 Fuel Reduction

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Osceola

Nearby City(ies): Lake City

Congressional District(s): FL04

County(ies): FL: Baker, Columbia

Modified Date: 8/12/2010

Story:
Fuel Reduction, Safety Concerns Eliminated With Help From Recovery Act Funds

(Story posted 8/3/2010)

The Recovery Act is funding a project will reduce fuel loading along the corridors of Interstate
10 and US 90. Smoke management is the main issue along these corridors; this treatment
will eliminate this safety concern.
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As of July 2010, 1-10/US 90, the project landline contract is done. The contract award for fuel
reduction was awarded April 13, and the work is 25 percent complete. An additional contract
for optional acreage was awarded and it has not started yet.

Program Project Name: Lacota Fuels Mitigation
Local Project Name: Paisley Mowing

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Seminole

Nearby City(ies): Umatilla, Altoona

Congressional District(s): FL0O3, FLO8

County(ies): FL: Lake, Marion, Putnam

Modified Date: 8/12/2010

Story:

Forest, Economic Benefits Come With Help From Recovery Act
(Story posted 8/3/2010)

The Ocala National Forest began a 1,200 acre brush reduction contract on July 12, in the
Paisley area and along County Road 42.

Multiple benefits from this project include reducing the threat of damaging wildfire through
removal of brush vegetation that can increase the severity of wildfires. It will also improve
wildlife habitat in the area by removing sand pines and brush, allowing the larger oaks to
produce more acorns. Another benefit of the project is creating a more open forest needed
by threatened and endangered species such as the red cockaded woodpecker.

“We are cutting out the oak brush, so the larger oaks have the ability to produce more acorns
which in turn improves the food source for game species,” said Ocala National Forest District
Biologist Carrie Sekerak.

Along with benefits to the forest, there are economic benefits for individuals. The contractor,
Badger Technical Services from Titusville, Florida, has hired four temporary full-time
employees from the local area to work on the contract.

“While we have offices in other states, we are a relatively new small business in the state of
Florida,” said Gregg Rexroad Senior Program Manager for Badger Technical Services which
is an Alaska Native Corporation. “As a certified small business ourselves, we support the
local area as much as we can by hiring local people and buying goods and services we need
locally.
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“Following the removal of the brush, these areas may not look as pretty as people would
like,” says Sekerak. “But over the next two years this area will develop oaks with full crowns
and spreading canopies, and the forest will be a better producer of nutritious tender plants,
berries, acorns and grass seeds that wildlife will love.”

Program Project Name: Florida Community Fuels Management Program, Phase 1
Local Project Name: Florida Community Fuels Management Program Phase |

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Tallahassee, Orlando, Miami, Jacksonville, Tampa, Ocala, Pensacola

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL02, FL03, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25

County(ies): FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington

Modified Date: 8/13/2010

Story:

Florida Community Fuels Management Initial Program Funded By Recovery Act
(Story posted 8/11/2010)

Recovery Act will provide funding through "no-match" State Fire Assistance grants for a four
part project.

The initial part of this project is fuel reduction. A contract for mechanical fuel reduction in
areas of high wildfire risk, throughout Florida, strategically placed to provide protection to
thousands of residents. Projects would be at least one in all 15 Florida DOF field units
targeting high risk areas.

The Division of Forestry field unit personnel will conduct hazardous fuels treatments on
private and public lands in addition to contracted fuels reduction projects.

There will be a contract for Firewise program delivery to Florida’s highest risk urban interface
areas threatened by wildfire, the Division has four to five programs ready to go based on
funding.

Finally, there will be public wildfire prevention and safety education outreach through a multi-

media approach.

Program Project Name: Florida Community Fuels Management Program Phase 2
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Local Project Name: Florida Community Fuels Management Program Phase I
Region: Southern Region
Nearby City(ies): Tallahassee, Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa, Miami, Pensacola, Ocala

Congressional District(s): FLO1, FL02, FLO3, FL04, FLO5, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10,
FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17, FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24,
FL25

County(ies): FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington

Modified Date: 8/13/2010

Story:

Florida Community Fuels Management Program Funded By Recovery Act
(Story posted 8/11/2010)

Recovery Act will provide funding through "no-match" State Fire Assistance grants for a five
part project.

The initial part of this project is prescribed burning. Three hazard mitigation teams will be
stationed geographically across the state to conduct prescribed burning/fuel reduction on
private and state lands in Florida and to support wildfire efforts as needed.

Second five heavy, low ground pressure mowers will be provided and placed throughout the
state for fuel reduction in the urban and rural interface in Florida.

Next, there will be a contract for mechanical fuel reduction in areas of high wildfire risk
throughout Florida; strategically placed to provide protection to thousands of residents.

There will also be a contract for Community Wildfire Protection Plan development to include
training and contracting for plan development in Florida's highest risk areas that are
potentially threatened by wildfire.

The fifth and final part to this project is a contract for Firewise program delivery to Florida's
highest risk urban interface areas threatened by wildfire; this includes hiring two additional
fire mitigation specialists.

Program Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative and Fuels
Management

Local Project Name: Regional Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative

Region: Southern Region

Nearby City(ies): Atlanta, Columbia, Asheville, Tallahassee, Montgomery
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Congressional District(s): ALO1, ALO2, ALO3, ALO4, ALO5, ALO6, ALO7, FLO1, FLO2, FLO3,
FLO4, FLOS, FLO6, FLO7, FLO8, FLO9, FL10, FL11, FL12, FL13, FL14, FL15, FL16, FL17,
FL18, FL19, FL20, FL21, FL22, FL23, FL24, FL25, GAO1, GAO02, GAO3, GA04, GAOS,
GA06, GAO7, GAO8, GA09, GA10, GA11, GA12, GA13, NCO1, NC02, NC0O3, NC04, NCO05,
NCO06, NCO7, NC08, NC09, NC10, NC11, NC12, NC13, SC01, SC02, SC03, SC04, SCO05,
SCO06

County(ies): AL: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun,
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conecuh,
Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, ElImore, Escambia, Etowah,
Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion,
Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell,
Saint Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington,
Wilcox, Winston; FL: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte,
Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Holmes, Indian River, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty,
Madison, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Saint Johns, Saint Lucie,
Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla,
Walton, Washington; GA: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, Bartow,
Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Calhoun,
Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, Chattahoochee, Chattooga,
Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta,
Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, Decatur, DeKalb, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas,
Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin,
Fulton, Gilmer, Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall,
Hancock, Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis,
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, Long,
Lowndes, Lumpkin, McDuffie, McIntosh, Macon, Madison, Marion, Meriwether, Miller,
Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe,
Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph,
Richmond, Rockdale, Schley, Screven, Seminole, Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter,
Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen,
Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne,
Webster, Wheeler, White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, Worth; NC: Alamance,
Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee,
Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville,
Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell,
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Martin,
Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow,
Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes,
Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga,
Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey; SC: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield,
Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Laurens, Lee, Lexington, McCormick, Marion, Marlboro, Newberry, Oconee,
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg, York

Modified Date: 8/13/2010

Story:
Longleaf Pine Restoration Funded Through Recovery Act

(Story posted 8/11/2010)
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A total of $8.975 million Recovery Act funding, through USDA Forest Service - State &
Private Forestry, was awarded through five separate grants to state forestry agencies in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina during the summer of 2009.
As of June 30, 2010, approximately 43.6 percent ($3.75 million) of the grant funding has
been reimbursed to the states for work accomplished. The grants have been in effect almost
one year.

Based on the original grant program narratives from each state, the estimated total jobs
created/saved were projected to be 85 FTEs (does not include estimate from Alabama).
Since the initial planned projections, more uniform guidance for calculating jobs (FTES)is
being employed by each state (based on hours worked). As of June 30, 2009, an estimated
85 FTEs have been generated from this program across all five states. It appears the
accomplished FTEs will exceed the estimates provided by the states in the original project
narratives.

A total 8,397 acres of longleaf establishment has been reported completed by the five states
on both private and state lands. This represents around 62 percent completed of the total
13,619 acres planned. The accomplishments signify areas in which all site preparation and
tree planting has been completed. Site preparation work is continuing during the summer and
fall seasons of 2010 to prepare areas for planting during the winter 2010-11.

A total of 3,630 acres of the planned 7,344 acres for longleaf establishment has been
completed on state lands (i.e. state forests, DNR lands). A total of 4,767 acres of the planned
6,275 acres for longleaf establishment has been completed on four private non-industrial
land ownerships. The Recovery Act landowner incentives programs for South Carolina,
Florida, and Georgia have proven to be very successful in reaching landowners interested in
establishing longleaf pine or improving existing longleaf pine.

A total 23,772 acres of existing longleaf pine improvement has been reported completed by
the five states on both private and state lands. This represents around 75 percent of the total
planned 31,488 acres of longleaf establishment completed. Work activities include native
understory plant establishment, prescribed burning, midstory/stand improvement treatments,
and nonnative, invasive plant species treatments.

Work accomplishments for existing longleaf improved on state lands has exceeded the
planned goals, with 21,538 acres reported accomplished. Work accomplishments on private
lands are reported at 2,234 acres.

An overall goal of the grants is for state nurseries in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and
North Carolina to improved facilities in order to increase longleaf seedling production
capacity by 7.6 million seedlings. To date, the states have reported increased completed
capacity at the nurseries of 6.95 million seedlings. Another goal was to increase longleaf
seed collected/processed by 8,350 pounds. The states exceeded this goal by
collecting/processing over 11,000 pounds of longleaf seed. To date there has been 1,743
acres of improvements reported in longleaf cone collection areas to improve access for cone
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collection.

The overall goal of the grants is to increase the number of native understory plants produced
at state nurseries by 600,000 plant sets. To date 200,000 plant sets were reported produced.
Additional planning and work is underway to improve understory plant seed collection areas
(135 acre goal) and to increase native plant seed collected/processed (1,300 pound goal).
Most of the remaining work is scheduled for completion in Florida.

As of June 30, 2010, 125 professionals have been trained at the Longleaf Academies
administered by the Longleaf Alliance. The five states are planning 36 training sessions o
reach 1,200 private landowners related to restoring and management of longleaf pine. Work
is underway to draft a brochure for private landowners that address the economics for
managing longleaf pine.

Program Project Name: Mountain Bike Trail Maintenance for Safety and Protection
Local Project Name: Munson Hills Off-Road Bicycle Trall

Region: Southern Region

Forest: NFS In Florida

Ranger District: Apalachicola

Nearby City(ies): Tallahassee, FL

Congressional District(s): FL02

County(ies): FL: Leon

Related Photo(s) Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/story?id=6024

Modified Date: 8/25/2011

Story:

Forest Celebrates Recovery Act-funded Bicycle Trail Renovations
(Story posted 5/27/2011)

In conjunction with National Bike Month, the National Forests in Florida celebrated the
renovation of the Munson Hills Off-Road Bicycle Trail on the Apalachicola National Forest on
Saturday, May 21, 2011.

This project was funded by the American Recovery and Reinv