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Hi .

Hi .

Just to show you sonebody still has faith
(Unintelligible)?

No.

Your daughter?

No.

Uh.

Qur former gardener, when we lived out in
Candl ewoods, w fe, sent back, her, she sent
a Easter, and she had it brought into town,
Easter tine and...

It's to you then.

No, that's to you, to President N xon.* She
had a big talk with (unintelligible) and
she' d baked a cake for us.

Yeah.
She had sent nme a card saying..
Yeah.
... keep plugging or sonething..
Ri ght .
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...and she sent that for you and she sent a
ci gar which was stuck on with a rubber band,
but Just (unintelligible)...

(Unintel ligible)

there are a ot of just plain Americans
around t oo.

Sure there are a | ot of people, and, uh,
what we have to do is to keep our faith,
right?

Yep.

Strai ght on

Yes, indeed. W got a..

Now Burger is saying, about, about...

Real |y not nuch of anything. W’ ve got a
meeting with, with the lawers, uh, gotta
put sonme nore stuff together for them dates
and tinmes and all, you know, we're trying to
get everything. Anticipating...

Um hum

Chinks in the arnor, anywhere. Uh, but I, |
didn't talk to themlast night.

Um hum

So there's nothing beyond -nothing fromthem
and, uh, the only alternative, -there are a
coupl e of thoughts on, on, uh, forgetting
about the case for a mnute, nowin the
general situation thing, right? W' ve got a
problemin that its hard to act at all unti
the Grand Jury does sone thing for til sone
til Justice does sonething you don't have
any grounds...
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Um hum

...for action and any action you take
prej udi ces both. ..

That's right.
ways, the prosecution and the defense.
That's right.

They are (unintelligible) the type that can
help us. Best thing is this and keep us,
they sort of got us out there and maybe we
just figure that's the way it is. You ride
t hrough that.

| don't think there's anything to do.
There probably isn't the, uh..
| solve the problemas I..

There's a need from uh, a public viewpoint
to, uh, sort of make the, pull the Wite
House together | think, nake things |ook
better -look like they're..

Like we're right.

...under control which they are, | nean,
there's no...
Yeah.

There's no -there was lit--...

That was good that Henry's story, canme out
yest erday about (unintelligible) and so
forth.

Um hum Um hum
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Very good. Even though..

And, uh, there all this stuff with uh, you
know, that you're restructuring the Wite
House staff and all that.

Yeah, Laird, for Christ sake.
That's a strange one. But, uh,..

Vll, there was, uh, feeler made a long tine
ago where everybody coul d conme back, you
know, under sone -1 don't know what it was

about. Probably Congressional, this
Congr essi onal thing.

Yeah, | talked to him
(Unintel ligible)

Well, let's set hinmself up for, uh, office
and not -even if there were...

Well, | nust say Haig handl ed hinsel f
yest er day.

He called nme yesterday norning and said, uh,
he said, "lI've got to go out, |I've got to go
public today.” And | said, "Wll that's
your first mstake.” And he |aughed and he
says, "l agree, but I, this is a comtnent
| made a long tinme ago and it would | ook
worse to cancel it, uh now," and stuff. Uh,
said, "If you have any gui dance on anyt hi ng
you want ne to say, let ne know.” But he
said, "Here is -here is ny position.” Then
he laid out that, "What |I'mgonna say is
that President -1 have full confidence in
the President's...
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...Sure, he had (unintelligible) and al
t hat .

And, uh he said, "I don't think I should say
anything nore than that.” And | said, "I
think you're absolutely right." And he
says, "These bastards are trying to divide
us. They're trying, uh, to push us in and

t he sane peopl e who have al ways been agai nst
us |ike the Brooks and Schwei kers and
(unintelligible)...

Um hum

“ ...we still have a problemwth, and, of
course, the press.”

Yes.

He says, "I think we’ve just got to, uh,

"til the President noves an-an-and when he
noves, we got to support that track position
all the way and nothing el se and not go
beyond it."

That's right, Bob.

Goodness, that's great. (Unintelligible)
goi ng out today. Un, the, uh, media clanor
-you know, I, | don't know I, | was trying
to think whether it was sone thing fromthis
si de can be done.

Just don't think there is, Bob.

That, what you're hanging up on, what we're
hanging up on, nowis if there, if there
shoul d be a nove on ne, it should follow or
conpliment, should be tied with, it should
follow a nove’ on Dean. You can't -(coughs)
excuse ne -you can't nmake the nove on
Dean. . .
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Yeah
...until you have sone reason for it.

That's right. Basically he, he's not, he
you see, has not confessed -well, in a
sense, he's confessed to ne but he hasn't to
the Attorney Ceneral and officially you
understand it?

That's right.

They have their arms length of the al
di scussions. So..

‘cept they don't have, the basis if you
don't have the basis -it's makes you | ook
bad here. ..

That's right.

In a sense that -because there's the public
m nd. ..

Um hum

...has Dean pretty well fixed, they have
Mtchell pretty well fixed and they have
Magruder pretty well fixed.

That's right.

They keep -they're, they're, they're careful
about fixing me. They, they say the cl osest
to fixing we they get is, | nust have known.

That's right.

Because the way we ran things here, couldn't
happen wi t hout me know ng.

That's right.
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And t hat

inmputes to the White House the

control of the canpaign, and sonmewhere it

seens to nme that's got to be punped on. You

know, you controlled al
Huh? Before.

of your canpai gns.

But as President you weren't able to control

your canpaign

Del i berately did not.
And | would (unintelligible)...
Del i berately (unintelligible). R ght.

...and didn't

really try to,
keep on top of what when on.

to except to

Ehrlichman (unintelligible)...

(Unintelligible) idea now.
Hmm
Well, we got to be a little careful about

t hat because there was in the, uh, post
Wat ergate area, era, uh

Canpai gn.

...there was a, a politica

nmeeting twce a

week in Ehrlichman's office, with uh, ..

kay.

... MacG egor and, and Harl ow. . .
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| was referring though to the..
...and Mtchell | think cane..

.1 was referring to the, uh, the
pre- Wat ergat e thing.

Yeah, and they're; uh, -really none of us
had, it's anmazing, when you go back and | ook
t hrough the papers how little any of us, you
or me or Ehrlichman, was involved in any of
that stuff.

Talking a little about you know what | nean,
we all know soon what's going to happen on

that case in California, you know, |, uh,...
El | sberg.

El | sberg, right. I, uh, had filled John in.
He prob--..

Yes, he's told ne.

...(unintelligible). 1lust worry the hel
out of himbut, Bob, uh, he had to worry
about it,

That's right

... knew that was going to cone out, | nean,
t hey, uh, uh...

He's not, no, he's not uptight about it at
al | .

Let ne tell you why, the, the reason that
is, as you know, that photo was in that file
and they were bound to find it.
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Yeah, | didn't know that, but, uh..
Did you hear about it?

No, not until | heard that tape yesterday.
I, I still don't know what that neans -you
mean that they took a picture, when they
broke in, and that picture was in Hunt's
file in the stuff they turned over to the
FBI .

That's why Dean's saying that, the uh
Ehrlichman is uh, uh, that, that Hunt's
gonna bl ow the whistle on him is black
mai | i ng.

Does Ehrlichman know that, that photo was in
the file?

Yes, he does. But Ehrlichman, Ehrlichman
says he, he knows about the break-in.

Oh yeah.

(Unintelligible) told him | nean the point
is that break-in, -therefore, Bob, isn't a
guestion of the photo, it's all, it's al
adm tted, no question about that being
proved -that Dean up and told "em all about
it.

VWll one 'Interesting devel opnent that gets
into this whole tine, time becones one hel
of a problemhere and it scents to ne for
your sake, speed is of the essence, that...

Um hum

...every hour sooner everything can happen,
the better.

Yeah.

But, uh, Dash told Garnent yesterday that
they want Ehrlichman and nme next week at the
Senate Comm ttee, uh, in-internal. You know
that pre-, prelimnary neeting kind of

t hi ng.
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Um hum

Because they're doing their interviews to
build their case for the hearings.

VWll, you and Ehrlichman have got to get
before a Grand Jury before then
-(unintelligible) go.

See, that's what John's vi ew was.
Yeah.

That we can't get up there until we've gone
to the Gand Jury. ..

Absol utely. That's gonna be that shoul d be
your view throughout, everybody here, we
will not go before that Conmttee until, uh
we have understood, you could say, that we
were to be before the G and Jury, as soon as
we finish the Gand Jury -you' ve asked
Congress that's-(unintelligible). Your

| awers are, should get ne a letter,
(unintelligible) will get me a letter. 1"l
have, 1’'Il have that ready to go. And you
-you know, but you and John shoul d not
appear before that -at the end. Uh, well |
guess you don't want Garnent to tell them

"Cause | nust say now it really looks as if,
uh, you have nore privacy at the Senate
Comm ttee than you do with the G and Jury.
That Grand Jury thing's in credible. The
prosecutors 'apparently called Jack Anderson
in...

Yeah, | know. | heard about it.

...and convinced himthat he was disserving
the case by printing this stuff. So he's
not gonna print it verbatimanynore he's
gonna par aphr ase.
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Yeah. (Laughs).

Whi ch just nmakes it even worse. Even it's
verbatim. .

Except that when the prosecutors told him

that, Jack Anderson said that he was getting
it froma good Republican. What do you mean
a good Republican, you nean a Republican on

the staff that would remain -1 nean the
prosecutor's staff. \Who you tal king about.
That's ridiculous. It's sonebody -1 think

it's Aasner or daysner or whatever his
name is, but that's not very true.

That's probably from one-of the court -one
of the reporters.

Well, it could be. | doubt it though.

How coul d he keep on doing that though. I
just, that's what bothers nme cause | go
before the Grand Jury and they put it, put
it...up and give Jack Anderson ny m nutes..

Un hum um hum

...and he sel ects what he's gonna paraphrase
to put out, you're gonna have...

Ri ght .

...another...

Ri ght .

...(unintelligible) who cares.
Ri ght .

he's gonna. ..
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Oh Bob, your stuff is out anyway.

Yeah, it really is.

Right. On, that, that a couple of quick
things. He said that, uh, -this is all this
stuff here (unintelligible) -that uh, he

tal ked about Segretti, and, uh, they're
trying to get into the fact that Segretti
had apparently had sonmething to do with the
Jackson nmenorandum on Muski e or sonet hing
like that. Apparently, they left the thing
that's, that's hanging on Segretti. He says
Segretti's scared, and | said is that why he
pled the Fifth Anendnent? He said maybe so.
He said also -we're trying to check through
that he did in a Canuck |letter Jesus Christ,
| don't know anythi ng about who did the
Canuck letter. You know not hi ng about
either of those. O course, you're |line

with Segretti's is going to be, that he
totally exceeded his... authority now.

Well, yeah, in the first place that, that he
didn't have...

...any authority fromyou, | know.

...any authority fromnme, nor did | have

knowl edge of what he did, I had a 'know edge
of the prem se on which (unintelligible)

(Unintelligible) he was supposed to have
...set up

That's right.

...and that was clearly...

Yeah.

...and was specifically spelled out to him
not to be anything illegal.

12
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Sonebody, incidentally, in that connection
is preparing to (unintelligible) sonmebody
the counterattack that we're gonna make on
their canpaign tactics. |Is that correct, or
is that false?

| don't know now. They were, but | haven't
stayed in touch with that

| think it is necessary if you could get
before the Conmttee -that you be prepared
to do that. See? The m nute you get before
that Commttee, you gotta do that.

Yeah. (Pause)

Now Ehrlichman realizes that they may cal
Dean up there and Dean will have to revea
what the operation was. And that's gonna be
a hell of a story, of course. Witergate
buggers broke in Ellsberg's office. Boy, oh
wow, huh! How do you eval uate that? Now, the
bad thi ng -who knows, you know. There's so
much now. |t appears nore and nore that
we're | guess (unintelligible) wong. Here,
| see where they fired sonme poor guy that
hired a college kid for the purposes of
participating in counter denonstrations and
| can't understand that either.
(Unintelligible)...

(unintelligible) why is that George Gordon
He was in here in your office on that day
Reese brought the young guys in. He was the
nore val uabl e guy. (unintelligible).

Right. | know that Bob, but -what in the
name of God is wong with that?

Not a damm thing, and it just...

13



APRI L 26

1973 FROM 8: 55 TO 10:24 A M

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

You've got (unintelligible). Do they think
they think for one nonent that the
denonstrators, that get us all over the

pl ace, were all unpaid?

Wel I, of course not.
They were not paid.

And we weren't, we -he wasn't putting
denponstrators in to hit them

No.

He was putting people into the denobnstrators
that were getting us, to find out what they
wer e doi ng.

That's right. W can do sonet hi ng about
this. And | don't think people |ike the,
uh, you know, the uh, what they did. That's
why | said if you could -may | just say on
the counterattacks (unintelligible) career,
(unintelligible) tire to do nuch on that.
But let's get ready on that, shall we?
Another thing is that Ehrlichman and you
shoul d put together, Ehrlic-, apparently a
pretty form dable thing, sone thing that

Zi egl er could perhaps get, get out in an
policy sense -the Presidential initiatives
calling within the staff for action on this
thing. You know what | nean that Ehrlichman
menti oned several things I'd forgotten. He
says that | said |look for Chist sakes, get
this out, get a hold of MacG egor, get a
hold of this one, get out a statenent get
sworn statenments from get -uh, this was
|ater, but all through the sumrer | was
gonna. . .

14
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HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Uh, or do you think that's worth it?

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: | think the record that | was not here
sitting on nmy ass to watch ny purse |like a
you know pig in a poke. O is that worth it
now?

HAL DEMVAN: | think something is. No, | think it is.
l'"'m |"mnot sure...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ... wWhet her you want that out separately or
whet her you try to tie that into..

PRESI DENT: Um hum

HAL DEMVAN: ...something that is the next step.

PRESI DENT: Right. Onhit's only part of the step.
agree, | agree. Don't just throw it out
there and let it be tilled. But, |I -the
entire record has got to be put out by
sonebody, uh, it may be. Look it here -the
way | look at it is that you, when before
the Ervin Comm ttee have got to be the guy
defendi ng the Wiite House on the canpai gn,
and al so defendi ng the canpaign. Bob.
don't nmean I'd (unintelligible) in the
canpai gn, but what I-nean is, this, uh, if
you coul d, you been thinking of that anyway,
you know.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: And | was thinking anybody else can't do it,

Ehrlichman can't do it, so forth and so on
But, by God, you can
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and that's gonna be a very inportant
function for you. | think, in addition to
that, there's got to be sone body, | nean
Ehrlichman or sonebody who's got to get out
that N xon directed the Watergate thing,
which is not one of just sitting on ny ass,
you know - aski ng everybody, asking the-Wite
House people were you involved. | never
made a statenent, Ziegler never nmade a
statenent without | don't think that Ziegler
lied. | don"t. I'mjust not going to |et
anybody keep neking that statenment. He did
not, he never lied. Ziegler always recorded
what he had been told, you know. He didn't
go out there and deliberately lie to say

t hat sonebody had been cleared. Do you

t hi nk he did?

No, but, but see, that's what their
(unintelligible) is, is -no. Well,

Mol | enhoff's hitting himthat he |ied He,
he's sent up this screen thing. But | don't
think the others buy that, but what they do
buy is that his credibility is no good,
because what he told them has now proved not
to be correct.

That's right.

Not because he intentionally lied, but, but
because he was not told the correct
i nformation. ..

Uh, huh.
...to tell them

That's all right. That's what he's got to
say. W've got to save Ziegler now, you
know.
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HAL DEMAN: Okay, but so then now they chall enge him
He says -now like, like they within
yesterday -he said the White House staff,
"There have been no changes in the Wite
House staff.” Unh, and then they say, "Well,
how coul d we believe that any nore than..
maybe that's what they told you, but, but,
maybe t here have been.™

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMAN: And, uh, "How do we know that there's any...

PRESI DENT: ...say of nmy owmn know edge or gentle nen, ny
own know edge or sonething like that. You
know what | nmean. And he's got to separate
it out. Ziegler's, uh -well Wite House
press secretaries are often attacked for
lying...

HAL DEMVAN: Oh, yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...representatives and so forth and I
woul dn't get all spent up about that.

HAL DEMAN: No, and I, | think that's but | think it's
uh, ...

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: ...1t"s another area, that -but there needs
to be nore action on business as usual in
here, I think. | think that's want |'m..

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ...trying to say. There needs to be a, uh,

uh, within the inside. Nowto their credit,
sone of the young guys in here got together
yesterday and, uh, said these are, you got;
and 1'Il tell you, you got sonme shits in
this place, but you got about 90 percent of
just really sterling people.
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PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: And they on their own initiative got
together and said we're getting hacked from
the outside here on this crap about
everybody buried hinself in the Wite House
and the, the you know.

PRESI DENT: Well the one thing I'm (unintelligible) al
the secretaries.

HAL DEMAN: Well, that's the one idea that cane out of
t hat neeti ng.

PRESI DENT: Another thing I'mgoing to do, |I'mhaving a
long neeting with Shultz today, and |I'm
having a neeting wth the Troika.

HAL DEMVAN: |, uh, -you do need to do that.

PRESI DENT: Oh, and |"'mhaving a neet --, a neeting
Sat ur day nor ni ng.

HAL DEVAN: Good.

PRESI DENT: Uh, who with? Judge.

HAL DEMVAN: These guys made the point -they recognize,
they said it's obvious that, that sonme of
t he peopl e here have got to concentrate on,
on this other thing. 1In the nmeantine, it's
up tous torally to the cause here.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: And get, keep things going right and | ooking

PPESI DENT:

right while we're doing that. One thing
they came up with as an idea, that |'m not
so sure is bad, is that we haul in, uh, the
staff and the sub-cabinet for another one of
these periodic briefings that we do, that
we' ve done, you know, fromtinme to tine,
absol utely w thout your participation.

This tine.



inperative fact in this that the President

Ehrlichman gives them a run-down on the

status and Shultz gives them a rundown on
the economics, (unintelligible) gives thema
rundown on the (unintelligible). Look..

(Unintelligible) run out. And | nade 'the
point that yet that -this is very delicate
but it's got to be worked out and | think
maybe it can be. W can't overl ook the fact

And we're not overlooking it, but we can't
overl ook the fact that all of us have far
nmore inportant mssions in the long track..

...and the President is (unintelligible)
doi ng everything we can to get to the bottom
of this. Believe ne, uh, every individual
here is expend --, is expendable, uh, in the

touches him even, even innocently, you know

APRI L 26, 1973 FROM 8:55 TO 10:24 A M

HAL DEMAN: No, no they say that if, if it's a
must not participate but where, uh,
energy. ..

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT: Ri ght, right, right.

HALDEVAN
that the Watergate factors's here, you
know. . .

PRESI DENT: We're not overlooking it.

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMVAN: ...than that and,..

PRESI DENT:
event that the Watergate thing is, uh
or sonething like that.

HALDEVAN

Yeah. | just gotta make this point and
get. ..

19
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

Very good.

...and get everybody sorta..
Yeah.

... Snapped back into, uh,...

But could you do that? Could you do that
soon?

I, | think so.
Vell, I'mall for it, I"'mall for it.

And | think it's probably a good thing to
do.

Well, | don't think I'd try to do it maybe
Friday night or this status thing.

First of the week naybe.

Tormorrow -well do it Monday, why don't you
do it Monday. Put it down, Bob let’s
followit. Let's kick, kick hard.

Good.

Let me cone back now to our tapes of
yesterday, our --you, had you -let ne ask
you two or three questions. Unh, have you,
you haven't had a chance to listen to the
rest?

No, I'll do it after the |lawers neeting
t oday.

Un Wien will that be?

We're neeting wwth themat 10:30. | don't
know how long that'll take, but as soon as
wel fare through with that I, you know.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

What you have for the rest is the rest of
t hat day.

Yeah, but | can check forward and backward a
little bit and see whet her you'd have
anyt hi ng.

Hnm

It's just, you just | don't neant to be, uh,
slow on that, but it's..

| know.
You got to understand (unintelligible)
| know.

...li ke looking at a piece paper where you
can skimthrough it...

| know, | know

...have to listen to the whole thing, you
can't skim..

| know. What did happen after that, that
day, the 21st? Did | see Dean again that
day?

Yes sir. Well, not alone, | don't believe.

That's one. | didn't see himalone is the
i nportant thing

You saw himwith Mtchell and us and then
you saw himw th John and ne. You saw him
twice nore that day but, but...

Yeah.
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

...groups. No. No. No. No. Wit I'm
wong. Let me get ny book. Bring nme in the
green, uh, Presidential |og book. You know
the one I nean? Unh...

When did he go to Canp Davi d?
Friday, | believe.

Huh?

Friday, | think.

When was the, the 21st?

Wednesday. Let nme get the | og book. Let's
be sure, 'cause, I'm |I'm..

Isn"t it your-view that that basically is
what Dean's tal king about with regard to
this bonb -big play

Maybe, but | don't see how | think, it's
sonme, | think sonething else and just trying
to go back through the Dean stuff to see
what it could be. | think,

t hi nk- (unintel ligible).

The reason | asked is that Petersen
mentioned to H gby the fact that, uh, "Don't
ot the President get into the position of
obstructing justice." WlIl, hell, | don't
know what the hell he neans.

Uh, he may nean the busi ness of you, uh,
saying, "Don't give immunity."

Uh, 1've changed. W' ve covered that base.
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HAL DEMAN: Okay. You, that was your last nmeeting with
Dean. You never net with Dean agai n.

PRESI DENT: Thank God.

HAL DEMAN: You nmet with Dean and | cane in that
nor ni ng.

PRESI DENT: | called himon the phone a couple tines, |
told him-1"d discuss it then.

HAL DEMVAN: Well, | can check that--go out and get ny
phone | og.

PRESI DENT: Yes. | may--No the phone |ogs, but, uh,
the--that won't prove anything 'cause we
don't have any tapes.

HAL DEMAN: Yes, we do. Well, it depends on what phone
you used. W do if you phoned from here.
And fromthe EOB office and fromthe Lincoln
Room cause you had those phones cover ed.

' Cause that was in that evening, 5:30 you
met with Ehrlichman, Dean and nme for 40
m nut es over at the EOB.

PRESI DENT: What was, do you renenber that was about?

HAL DEMAN: That was about the Ervin business.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght. And then?

HAL DEMAN: And t hen..

PRESI DENT:

VWhen'd the next one cone in?
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

...then the next norning, Thursday norning,
| at e norning, uh, Ehrlichman and Dean and
Mtchell and | net.

But didn't see ne.

Yeah. Then we cane to neet with you at
about 1:45.

That was the only tine | had with Mtchell.

Just to put your frame of reference in there
that was the norning, that was the day we
had t he Sub-Cabi net neeting, the Wiite House
staff thing over--the thing you cane over.

Yeah.

...and gave thema little shot there. Then
you cane over here. You nmet with Shul croff
(ph) for twenty m nutes and then you had
Sanni ari a. . .

Ri ght .

...1n and then you had, uh, Bush, Brock,
M chael and Ti nmons i n.

Yeah.

Canpai gn commttees. Then you net with
t he Comm ssion on Marijuana..

Yeah.

...stuff and with some Ms. Bedford and her
nephew, whoever that was. Now. ..

a d wonan.
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

and Congressman Butler...
Ri ght .

...and Congressnman Edwards and Sid
(unintelligible)...

Ri ght .
...and Herb Klein and his famly...
Ri ght .

...and, uh, then Zeigler for a few m nutes
and then Shul croff (ph) for a few m nutes
and then you had for a hour and a half with
Ehrli chman, Dean, Hal deman and Mtchell.

Now of that--you actually net 100 m nutes of
that, Ehrlichman, and | were there, and 110
m nutes Dean and Mtchell were there. So you
had ten mnutes with Dean and M tchel

either before or after John and |

VWll, | had Mtchell alone, | don't know
whet her Dean. ..

Thi s shows Dean was t here.
Uh huh.

It can be wong, this you know, there can be
m stakes in this |og.

| recall that | had Mtchell stay back, a
m nute, remain back, | don't renmenber Dean
out there.

You see he may have waited in the outer

of fice, you may have kept Mtch-Mtchell in
your inner office and Dean may have waited
in the outer office for Mtchell to cone
out .
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

Uh, that's nore likely...

(Unintelligible). But then the girl

woul dn't know. She doesn't know until they
conme out of the outer door. Then that

af t ernoon was when you had your neeting with
Ehrlichman and Shultz when Shultz your
hel i copter |anded and Shultz went on

t al ki ng.

Yeah.

And-you wote that nmeno about--it was one of
Shultz' better nonments. And then you |eft
for Key Biscayne at six o'clock or 6:30.

Right, so | nust have called Dean from Key
Bi scayne t hen.

Well, if you did, we wouldn't have a tape.
What date is that?

That's the 22nd.

By that tinme, Dean was...

Dean went to Canp--1'm not sure whether Dean
went to Canp David on the 23rd or the 24th
but, uh, sonmewhere in there, he went to Canp
David. 1, I'"'mtold it was the 23rd. Then
when he came back. ..

And he stayed until when?
The 26t h.
Un hum O March.
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HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

But then you never nmet w th himagain.
| didn't.

See on the 30th we went to California. W
got back here from Canp David the 28th

Oh, | made ny speech the 28th

...you canme back from Key Bi scayne on
Monday ni ght, the 26t h.
Ri ght .

Tuesday, you nmet with Kissinger for an hour,
then with me for an hour, then and then with
Husheba (ph).

Right. Tell that (unintelligible) was
right.

Then | worked on ny speech.

And then, you had a neeting with Ehrlichman
and ne. ..

Ri ght .

...and then you had Congressnan
Congr esswoman Boggs.

Ri ght, right.
...came in
Ri ght, right.

And then you spent an hour with Bill
Rogers. ..
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Ri ght .

...after Boggs, and then another hour wth
me, and then it was clear for a while and
when anot her hour with nme later. Then you
went over to | ook at your new bowing alley
t hat eveni ng.

Ri ght .
Wth Julie.
Yeah.

Then the next norning, Wdnesday, was
a--well you were working on your speech and
you saw ne for a few m nutes

Yeah.

...in the norning, for about an hour at
noon, and for..

Yeah.
...twenty mnutes at the end of the day.
Ri ght .

Thursday you nmet with Shultz for a few
mnutes in the norning and Ki ssinger for a
few mnutes, ne for a 'Lew mnutes m d day.
Then you did have Ehrlichman and nme in on
Thur sday.

Yeah.
For two hours.
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: 2:30 to 4:30 and Ziegler in for alittle bit
during that. And that was--1've the, got
notes on...

PRESI DENT: Somet hi ng nust have devel oped that day.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah, it was getting Ziegler to put
sonet hi ng out.

PRESI DENT: Oh, oh, Ziegler was making--that's right.

HAL DEMAN: Yeah, on the 29th, that's-when you put out
the statement. And then, uh, then you net
with Ehrlichman for an hour

PRESI DENT: And then | nade ny statenent.

HAL DEMAN: ...1n the afternoon. You nade the speech
that night and then the next day you were
just up to your ass in alligators.

PRESI DENT: | know, | know, John, uh, | know, Bob

HAL DEMVAN: Uh, State legislators and sone fell ow
from..

PRESI DENT: Ri ght, right.

HAL DEMAN: ... Shultz,

PRESI DENT:

(phone rings)

ajillion things. And then we left for
California that evening at 6:00 or 5:30.

6: 00 the 30th?
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HAL DEMAN: You net with Ehrlichman and ne for an hour
here before we left.

PRESI DENT: That was, that was, that was the week in
Cal i forni a.

HAL DEMAN: That's right, that was. The next night was
t he John Ford di nner.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: And you spent a lot of time with us that
nor ni ng.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. We were still tal king Watergate then.
That was under you...

HAL DEMAN: Ehrlichman's going to work on \Watergate.

PRESI DENT: That's how we were trying to get out that
whol e busi ness. ..

HAL DENMAN: And. . .

PRESI DENT: See why | had Ehrlichman do this | don't
know, what, | nean we, you could try to
reconstruct it and say, "Well, | |ost
confidence in Dean.” | don't think it was
that so nuch as that Dean was under so nuch
heat, | just figured..

HAL DEMVAN: ...You just weren't getting anywhere. You
were getting, you were--it was a s-, typica
nmove where you weren't getting results one
way and you started attacks in another way.
It wasn't so nuch |ost confidence ...

PRESI DENT: Right. That's it. Right.

HAL DEMVAN: John's (unintelligible) really |ost

confidence it was just |ost, uh..
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

Just gotta get nore...
You weren't getting results.
Wasn't satisfied with results.

And Dean was saying, "Now | cant get this
t hi ng down."

That's when we tal ked about, having the,
maki ng a public statenment with, with MIller
in California and all the rest.

That's right

That's a long time ago. Al right, 1've got
that ticket pretty well in mnd. Nowlet's
| ook at this business. First with regard to
these tapes. | don't know how you can
reconstruct it, but I think that the, for,
for your information, the directive |'ve
given you is, uh, its been custonmary
without, and I, | don't think it should ever
get out that we taped this office, Bob.

Have we got people that are trustworthy on
that? | guess we have.

| think so.

If it does, the answer is yes. W only, but
we only taped the National Security, uh,
information. Al other, all other, all
other information is scrapped, never
transcribed. Get the point? That's what |
want you to renmenber on these, if you will.
See ny point. That's just a nmenorandum for
your file basically that you nake, that you
are, but, uh,--1 think that's very

i mportant, very inportant You never want to
be in a position to say the President taped
it, you know. | mean taped sonebody.



APRI L 26, 1973 FROM 8:55 TO 10:24 A M

HAL DEMAN: Well, the whol e purpose of this was for
Nat i onal Security.

PRESI DENT: That's right, | uh,..

HAL DEMAN: The reason they were...

PRESI DENT: You nean. .

HAL DEMVAN: ...other steps were taken..

PRESI DENT: Yeah. | know, | know.

HAL DEMVAN: ...for taping other places.

PRESI DENT: | know but | just don't want this to be-|
just don't want that tape for exanple, |
don't want you to, | don't want you to
di scl ose that to Ehrlichman or anybody el se,
| nmean that's just something--1 know what
you can tell Ehrlichman. Just say you went
over it and it's about the same as...

HAL DEMVAN: |"ve, I've already, what | said to himis
is that the tape--he knows I...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEVAN: ...went over it of course. Uh, | said, "It,
it basically says what the President
recalled.”

PRESI DENT: That's right. Now, with regard to the..

HAL DEMAN: Which it does. It's--your recollection of

that was al nost, al nbst verbatim
(unintelligible).
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Not very, not conpletely. The question is
whet her or not--did | at that tine, order
Dean to pay off Hunt, "Go to work, Dean...”

Not at the point that (unintelligible).
You're sure | didn't. Ddn't | say, "Well,
now what ought to be done is to put the cork
in the bottle," or some damm silly thing. |

Yeah, but if it was, that was resci nded and
it was a, and it was a, it was a, "shouldn't
we do this, we at |east have to do that.”

You were drawi ng himout. You did not order

APRI L 26
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMAN: No.
PRESI DENT: “...the noney to pay himoff.”
HAL DEMAN: No.
PRESI DENT:
don't know. | thought I
HAL DEMAN
hi m to.
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Wth regard to clenency, if the subject ever
cones up, you could say it uh nust have,
quite (unintelligible) obviously, it, uh,--
you can say it and, "The matter was

di scussed (unintelligible) the people.” And
the way it came up, is that, | there talk
about uh, doing it before Christms, you
know, doing it at Christmas. And | said,

"Well, you couldn't even consider it until
after 1974. W do it wi thout the

el ections.” You understand?

Yeah.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

| mean couldn't even consider it, | mean
that's the point, because, because that puts
it nore in the context of the crinme, see
what | nean?

Yep.

| don't know, do you?

| don't...

What troubles nme is whether Dean, Dean has
made a nenorandum of this. Well, the fact

that he had nenoranda is irrelevant with
what (unintelligible)...

Well, let's, let's ook at this point
t hough.

Yeah.

That area is totally privileged until you
come to an inpeachnent proceeding. There's
no way that that can be brought out because
it--there's no way that, that the
Presidential, there's no forumfor going
into Presidential, uh, guilt, except an

i npeachnent .

| know.

And t hey have got to inpeach you first
before the proceeding starts and they aren't
going to inpeach you

No, I, | slept alittle on that and it's
good for John to look at it that way. M
God, what the hell have we done to be

i npeached?
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

But John doesn't believe you have either and
John doesn't believe you can be inpeached.

No.

O, or will be. What he believes is..
(Unintelligible).

...that's, that's the gane Dean is trying to
pl ay.

That's right. That's what he's tal king.

Does not believe it's, uh, it's a ganme of
any potential.

Uh.
(Pause)

| made a call, that's the thing you have to
remenber, sonetine about what the hell we
going to do about--what's been done about
Hunt, noney he's asked for. You know what |
mean?
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

Yeah.

That's a possibility, Bob. Now how would
you, how would we tal k about that problem
(Unintelligible) trying to find out what...

What he was up to...

What, what this thing, how deep this thing
ran. | had to find out. Al right now, the
bi g question: when | learned this on the
21st -why didn't | go running right over to
the Attorney Ceneral and say, "Look, | found
out that Hunt is, Bittman's asking for, for
money." It is a question of howlong it
took me to, to reach the, the, the

concl usion that we reached, you know, t hat
Dean (unintelligible) 14th, you know,
Ehrlichman went over to give his report.
(Unintelligible).

Hm vyou didn't know what the facts were.
(Unintelligible).

You didn't (unintelligible).
(Unintelligible).

Uh, you didn't know where, where they stood
onit, they were still...

Yeah.

talking to Hunt and all that and it wasn't,
there wasn't a tinely problemthere anyway.
| nean it wasn't a matter of sonething, that
what ever Hunt knows or doesn't know, he's
gonna go on know ng, or not know ng.

No, no. The question is whether or not

that, that Hunt, (unintelligible) didn't
know, but the fact that an overture had been
made by Hunt's attorney for, for paynents.
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

But you didn't know what the nature of this
paynent business was. You didn't know what
they were tal king about in terns of
paynments. 'Cause you were trying to snoke it
out .

(Unintelligible).

That's right. Then you were trying to snoke
out whet her that involved other paynents and
you know, was this the first tinme and then

Dean in this conversation logged in a, it'll

take a mllion dollars over sone, over the
next year.
I, I remenber that | | ogged that in..
kay.
.1 can recall...
kay. Right. Ws that a mllion dollars to

Hunt or to all of the defendants and the,

it, it, it comes to your attention that
sonebody has been wor ki ng sonething out with
t he ot her defendants. You | ogged that in.
Well, you said, what about the Cuban
Conmittee? And, uh,...

Yeah, | said, uh, | said, "Howw Il you do
t hi s?"

You didn't, you didn't know,...
...Cuban Comm ttee...
...you didn't...

| had read about the Cuban Conmittee in the
paper that's true.

That's right. Well, then you didn't know
then and I submt that you don't know now.

That's right. Wwo didit. Well, I didn't
know t hen. ..

Were's the line drawn between a legitimte
effort to provide | egal fees and an
illegitimate effort to buy off defendants.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Then the question conmes, "M. President, did
you know the effort was even being made to
buy -pay legal fees?” And the answer is, |
didn"t. | did not know that, | didn't
know. . .

Not til this point.
| didn't know about the 350.
That's right.

| didn't know about the |aunching of
Kal mbach.

That's right.
You renmenber.
That's right.

|, I did not know, uh, | had read, | had
read stories to that effect, but | didn't
frankly look into them But basically, |
frankly had this -1 said, "Well, it nust be
a bunch of Cubans, or sonething |ike that
and | thought of (unintelligible). (Both
tal k at once)

| didn't know about La Costa. M point is
and I"'mnot trying to be selfish, but I, the
point is, the story is very true that

didn't know a thing. Now there's only one
weakness in that, that, the Pappas thing,

t he Pappas thing, where he said, "Yes | know
about Pappas.” But...

OCh, but that was right in that sanme tine
frame.

| know, | know But he said, "l understand

--" Did | say, "l understand that Pappas is
hel pi ng," or, he said, "Pappas was hel pi ng?"

He said, "Mtchell has talked to Pappas.”
You just quickly logged it in,...know.
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PRESI DENT: Yes, yes, | know. Well, the point was what
| was referring to only was not that
Mtchell had tal ked to Pappas, but that
Pappas never nentioned that here in this
office. Never nentioned that, I know Al
he said is that, |I'm hel ping uh, hel ping,
uh, uh, uh, John's special projects,” and |
said, "Well thank you very nuch. |
appreciate it very nmuch.”" He didn't tell ne
that it was about.

HAL DEMVAN: kay.

PRESI DENT: So after that conversation..

HAL DEMAN: Okay. Now that - See..

PRESI DENT: You see what | nean. (Unintelligible)...

HAL DENMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) all this stuff.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah. But it's, again, you're a |long ways
fromhaving to make this case. You need to
know what John has, but, uh, that was, that,
t hat Pappas thing was so, you know, just,
just--your "I know' was alnost lost in the
t hing, he, he was going on, you injected,
know' He he to be damm alert to have
remenbered that and put it down.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

HAL DEMAN: And you gotta assune that maybe he was, but,
but the odds are very much against it.

PRESI DENT: Well, that's what they were.

HAL DEMAN: Unl ess he's got a tape or sonething el se.
But | just don't -tape. | do not accept
that as even a renote possibility.

PRESI DENT: | just can't believe that anybody, that even
John Dean, would cone into this office with
a tape recorder.

HAL DEMAN: And | think if he did, that's one nore

discrediting thing on him | nean you just
make the point that that's inconceivable,
that a man..
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

...tape recorder, puts that out in the
press.

But then that indicates he was comng in to
try to trap the President. So what was his
notive, what were your notives, what were
the Justice Departnent's notives and
prosecutors' notives at that point? They
didn't know there was, that -you | ook at the
things in the context of the times. There
was no -at that point, there wasn't any real
feeling that there was a cover-up thing,
that's come out. That's just
(unintelligible) out of Dean's thing, Dean
report.

Vell, | think there had been hush noney tal k
John, Bob.

It was a story, there was a hush noney story
and Janmes M Cord..

McCord, McCord remenber, said "Hush noney,"
didn't he...?

' m not sure when. Sonmewhere in there he
did...

Bef ore WMar ch. But, uh, there was a hush
noney story.

| don't know

Ch, yeah, sure. Wll anyway it doesn't nake
any differ-that's, uh, that's what it is.
But, uh, he was practically saying that
Hunt's, uh, -he said, "Look, Hunt needs
noney here. Bittman has said that. Hunt's
got to get noney here or he'll blow all the
seany help -the seany side.” Wsn't that
the story, this is (unintelligible)...

"Bring Ehrlichman to his knees."

“I''"l'l bring Ehrlichman to his knees
i medi ately."

“..." Cause I'l|l put out the seany things
that | did for himand Krogh."
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Basi cal |y, basically the Dean, uh, the Dean
(unintelligible) mght be, that he said he
told the President that he was going to do
this. The President, as a result, said to him
(unintelligible). There, and so that is the
Presi dent being engaged in. Dean told ne when
| called himon Sunday, | recol -,

recollected this. He said, "You know | know
how that statenment with regard to no inmunity
got into your st-, into your statement.” And
he just, he logged that out, this is a guess
of course, he (unintelligible). Renmenber the
April 17th tape. But, I'mjust trying to | ook
at things as he may (unintelligible).

He told Larry, that. That whoever, that his
statenment you know, that,"” |I'm not gonna be a
scapegoat and all that. "He put that out -he
sai d7That, that reached the right place.”

That it reached the right place.

And he said, "The people that | was talking to
got the signal, sonmething to that effect.

Um hmn

Said" I"'mnot out to get anybody, |'mnot, |
was just thinking...

It's true the signal (unintelligible).
It got through.
Huh?

He said, "I was sending a signal and-it got
t hrough.” And that, "The people I was sending
it to under stood."

(Pause)

(Unintelligible) nmeant that it got to ne,
understand. ' Cause we said, "He's not gonna
be a scapegoat.” (Unintelligible) all the
facts. (Unintelligible) thing, that's been
good. That's been proper. This is because of
his threats that he -he never nmade any threats
to nme. Meaning, you know, about, uh, he said,
"Hunt was gonna bl ow the whistle,"” -not that
he was. .
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He had a tough problemthough, | think
that, that the one thing that he put out on
your conversation is unfortunate saying,
"You're still ny counsel."

| didn't say that.
But, he says you did.
(Unintelligible).

And, uh, that's his -and that was the
headl i ne: "N xon Calls Dean, Says You're
Still My Counsel.” That gets to this thing
that | keep saying and I, I...

...that, he has to go. But let ne say...

...and that you shouldn't express confidence
in him

Yeah. Yeah. Al right. | know, | agree
with that, but, but you're still ny
assistant. Ehrlichman's still that, this and
that, but ny point that, | make there is
that all, every nove | nmake with Dean
check with Petersen. | said, "Now anybody
is to |l eave here...”

Yeah.

“...1 want to know. "

Yeah.

And | said. "Are you dealing with Dean?"
“Yes, we're still talking to himin terns
of ...~

Yeah.

No sir, | can defend that -not confidence.
It's up to...

Well, it gives the appearance, the public

appearance if not so, because he put it out.
You doing it privately to Dean is fine.
his...

Yeah.
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putting it out publicly is not, because it
puts you in the problemthen of when you do
have to nove on Dean, which is inevitable
-1 would assune. | nean, they have to
either indict himor give himimunity and
you' ve got to nove on Dean if--either way.
Uh, when you do..

One thing you and Bob--John got to work on
is the gane plan on how you handl e John
Dean. | nean the uh, you see. Let's face
it, you uh, you and Bob renenber, the only
reason | put the imunity thing in there
Bob, John, | nean Bob,..

Um hum

... cause John insisted it go in there, do
you recal |l ?

Yes, | sure do.

| think Colson did too as |I recall. But
John was the one. But say-be sure that you
say that nobody gets inmmunity and tel

Pet ersen nobody’s to get imunity — that it
is.

REEL 2 BEGQ NS

Whet her that was a good nove or not, | do
not know.

REEL 1 ENDS

(Unintelligible) as far as the individuals
are concer ned.

| don't know, | think..

On the other hand, giving himimunity, he's
gonna al ways have sonet hi ng hangi ng over
your head anyway, isn't he? If you got that
ki nd of guy.

well, ...
The only thing is..
... Also...
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...Dean’ s gonna be (unintelligible). It's
a question really, Bob, which
(unintelligible) with your attorneys, |
shoul d | ook -how is he going to to be nost
vindictive. He knows a |ot of ambitious
things. He's gonna be nost vindictive as a
W tness, with inmunity, or nost vindictive?
And they say well yes, he's got to prove a
| ot because you know, uh, well, he's got
enough to prove. No problemthere. But as
far as the President's concerned, he's got
to be nost vindictive, because -we really
got to put the (unintelligible) out. Cone
back to that once again.

Well, the problemyou got...

Let's | eave out Ehrlichman and Hal deman,
but, here's Dean -how s he gonna take on the
President. The President's kindness.

kay, then how do you, how do you...
...live with it?

How do you live with that? And how do you
live with the know edge that other people
have?

Oh, well, no, no. The imunity doesn't,
doesn't get, doesn't nean that he
(unintelligible) doesn't know that he has a
crinme. It only neans that you don't, don't
hit himfor it. Because he tal ked.

Yeah, but the only reason for granting
immunity, to any witness, is to nail a nore
i nportant defendant.

That's right.

| munity to the defendant is to nake hima
wi tness for the purpose of nailing a nore,
nore inportant defendant in terns of soneone
who. ..
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Yeah.

Well it goes back to their citing you
because in your crinme nmessage you, you
pushed for new i munity | aws, apparently.

Uh, so that we quit nailing the little guys
in the Mafia rings and start nailing the big

guys.
Ri ght .

kay, and that's the theory of inmunity,
obvi ousl y.

Ri ght .

And they're nmaking a big thing out of that.
So that if you give immunity to Dean..

Well, they don't think I can crack himon
t hat .

No.
Not this case.

No, but the point is if you give imunity to
Dean. ..

He's a maj or guy.

Then what you're doing is saying he is a
little guy.

Ch, yes, | know.

And, therefore, there are nmajor guys. Now
they don't need Dean's immunity to make
Mtchell. There are no other nore mgjor

people than Mt--, than Dean, except
Ehrli chman, Hal deman and you, . .

That's right.

...in the Wiite House and Mtchell at the
Committee.
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Ri ght .

They' ve already got Mtchell. So the only
thing you can give himimmunity for and the
only reason they can justify immunity is if
they nail soneone above him (Qher- w se
the imunity was a cover-up

A cover-up. Wait a mnute. Cover-up for
t he President maybe, but not for Ehrlichman
and Hal deman? (Unintelligible).

O soneone within there. 1It's a cover-up
-no, it's a cover-up to, to, uh, keep -no,
no, that's right, 'cause if he talks, it's
gonna nail sonebody. kay, then it's not a
cover-up, it's an inducenent for |ying.

| nducenent to get sonebody.

O does he get Dean off of this count,
because he coul d get you on sonething, else
-me, which is the fact.

Me, yeah. O sonething he mght not be able
to get me on, but he could enbarrass ne.

Yeah. Could nmake an attenpt, | don't think
he can get you and | don't think he'll even
make the attenpt.

Yeah, but, Bob, but, but why all these
threats, veiled threats that he's naking,
John, uh, ...

To play his ganme now. Sanme as Magruder nmade
all kinds of veiled threats about |ying.

But when he gets down to the crunch he isn't
doing it. He's, he's telling the truth.
Magruder was over here saying he is going to
i nvol ve ne.

Did he tell you that?
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AND

He didn't tel
He tol d Dean.

He' s gonna invol ve you?

Sur e. me, he told other

peopl e.

Sure. It was to get ne lined up. He told

Larry that, | think, at sone point to, uh
get the word to ne. That was involve ne in
stuff he knew it wasn't true.

Magruder is supposed to lie like hell.
Yeah, but
Yeah.
| don't know what he's doi ng now.

|'mnot sure he i s now.
You're. ..

You're damm sure now that Strachan doesn't
tell...tell the truth.
|'ve told himto.

| don't want himto get in trouble.

Consi stently said that he's got to tell the

truth and, uh...
| think he is.
| assuned that he is.

(Unintelligible)...

...on such materials as to whet her a budget
canme over to whether lie did this or that or
t he ot her thing.

He's sure a budget didn't.
(Unintelligible).
As | understand it,
didn't.

Ri ght .

he's sure that a budget

a7
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He is, he does have this concern about these
three. ..

Yeah, yeah.
...pieces of paper or these three docunents.

But, it did not indicate that they were
t el ephone taps. That's true.

No, they didn't and as | understand,
Magruder's thing, he says they weren't
identified either.

Well, he said, uh, I think he's trying..

And the interesting thing is all the
testinmony that's cone out so far indicates
that those taps were identified by Genstone
as a code nane. \Wereas the material that
he had, he says was identifired as Stage
Coach Two--or whatever. | don't know.
That's a, it's a kind of curious, maybe
irrelevant discrepancy, but it's, it's kind
of -the secretary Wio says that she typed
this stuff up on special paper that was
identified as Genstone.

This is on the taps.

And Gordon, way back when he said, you know,
there, there may be a probl em because

t hi nki ng about it afterwards there are these
three things that canme over, these three
Stage Coach Two I--, itens that, uh, maybe,
uh, | ooking back on it-may be the result of
t he Watergate.

But he did not think so at the tine.

Not when he got it, because he didn't know
there was a Wt ergate.

Did he report to you that he thought this
was tap material ?

No, sir.
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And, uh, you never -you nmay have seen

What, what he says he thinks he reported to
me was that--he thinks he may have gi ven one
of "emto ne

Yeah.

...in a stack of a lot of other stuff and
that in that he may have--1-, in, in, he, he
said he probably identified it as Attached
Tab H or sonething is a, uh, is a, uh, co--,
sanple of the intelligence operation that

t hey' ve got goi ng.

Yeah.

O of the output of the intelligence
operation they've got going or something
like that. Everybody says it produced
not hi ng so, you know, it was the kind of
t hi ng nobody was very interested in.

Yeah.
And that would be the way he would do it.
He, |ike he would send ne the whol e

t el ephone operation kit and say attached is
the, is the plan for the tel ephone
operation, operation tel ephone, thing and |
woul dn't |l ook at it.

You say that as far as your precaution is
concerned that the, that Dean conversation
and all you have so far the part where you
have cone to, into the room but no nore.
You' ve got, you've got, how nmuch nore would
you say you've got to go on that?

| woul d guess | have another ten or fifteen

m nutes maybe to go. It isn't--1 don't
think it's very much
Yeah.

|"mnot sure, there's no way to tell.
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PRESI DENT: Well, you' ve got to do sone
(unintelligible). I don't renmenber. |
don't, God damm it, until this day renenber
what hap--, | don't really renmenber, do you?
Whet her you were told after that, well | ook
for Christ sakes get this noney.

HAL DEMAN: No, | don't think so.

PRESI DENT: You don't think so?

HAL DEMAN: No.

PRESI DENT: "Cause (unintelligible) remenbered that
nmuch, Bob.

HAL DEMAN: And if |, were, | said that we can't.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: And | know we didn't.

PRESI DENT: But | would say we'll do what you can do to
help Mtchell but -1 mght of said to him
get this, this to Mtchell

HAL DEMAN: Nope.

PRESI DENT: Get this nmessage to Mtchell.

HAL DEMAN: No, | don't even think that. ['Il--you may
be right, 'cause you' ve been right on the
rest of it and pretty accurately, but | sure
don't renenber that.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) I remenber as nuch as | had

t hought about (unintelligible) I, I, we've
got to keep the cork in the bottle and so
forth. Well, even |ooking at all of that,

| ooking at it, looking at it, at its worst
and, let's face it the-it was not sone thing
that he just cane in and said first reaction
(unintelligible) of the Wite House
(unintelligible) there's a cancer and he
says well, it's growing daily and so forth
and so on. He says there is the
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problem for exanple, of the pay-offs

(unintelligible) recount the paynents and
|'"d say why is that. He says well, for an
exanpl e, uh,-he's got Kal nbach in this

menor andum hasn't he. The call was nmade to
Kal mbach and t hen Kal nbach rai sed the noney.
Got alittle on Pappas but that's al nost
coincidental, isn't it? It's al nost
incidentally. It's..

That's right.

Mtchell --Pappas is helping Mtchell, didn't
he say?

Yeah.
Yeah.
| don't think we can...

| said, | know about that. Now wait-go
ahead (unintelligible).

Well, | was gonna say | don't think that we"
can pretend that, that we didn't know there
was, was an interest on Mtchell's part in
rai sing noney for the defendants.

"Sright. well, I...

But | sure as hell don't know what it was
for.

|, I-wait a mnute. Start...

| mean, you didn't know about it, | gave you
(unintelligible)...

| know that. (Unintelligible) went through

this. | really didn't.
That's right.
| didn't know, you know, | nmean | didn't. |

deliberately got--the staff protected ne
fromit for their credit and | just wasn't
getting invol ved.
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HAL DEMAN: It wasn't even a matter of protection. It
was, it was not-sonething that was necessary
to, to get to you

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMVAN: It didn't involve you.

PRESI DENT: That's right. That's right.

HAL DEMAN: It wasn't (unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: Then, then he did (unintelligible) Bittmn
is talking to OBrien and so forth and so
on. | said, well, ny God, there's about
$1,000 sitting beside a road and so forth.
Do we go into what the seany side was at
all? The conversation didn't go on too nuch?

HAL DEMVAN: No, not really.

PRESI DENT: Yeah, then | said well...

HAL DEVAN: Little bit on the fact that it was Nati onal
Security. It was--no--well, yeah, he said
it was the, uh, break-in on the ElIlsberg.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Right, right. Then he ques--...

HAL DEMAN: And he said and sone ot her things.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: That was the only specific he cited..

PRESI DENT: And sone other things and | said..

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ... cause | said well, that was Nationa
Security that was involved. Yeah, but there
were sonme other thing as. What the hel
they were I don't know.

HAL DEMAN: He didn't seemto either.
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Yeah, and | said well, uh, | said alright.
See, they're gonna get Hunt up and | suppose
Hunt coul d have told, told about other
things he did. | wonder what the hell that
means, though, Hunt says, well, if the Wite
House had, had to do that or the other

thing. It just shows the Wiite House has a
bad foul up, doesn't it.

The point canme up that you knew t hat he
had- - Dean sai d sonet hi ng about, you know,
you well, he had done sone stuff on the, on
the, uh, the ITT, the Dita Beard thing and
you said, "Oh yeah, | know that.” And then
you said, "I didn't know," you said, you
said, "I didn't know Hunt had done it, but
knew that they're working or sonething on
that."

It's in the papers.

Yeah.

That's a fact. We (unintelligible) there.
Yeah.

That's a Col son operation. Col son
(unintelligible) Hunt. |
was--(unintelligible) idea was Hunt's
(unintelligible) all about. He told ne that
sonebody had gone out there and so forth and
so on. That was the last-then | wasn't

concerned about it--1 mean what the hel

that was a common--1 nmean in ny conversation
wi th Dean. ..

Yeah.

Are you? Not on this thing.

No.

It was in the papers. Yes, | renenber that,

|, you know -1 didn't know the White House
was involved in it and so forth. Col son
never said he was. You know, he
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never told ne. He told ne about what was

going on. Held give ne daily reports about
what had happened to Dita Beard and so forth
and so on, but you know how he was. He's,
thank God. Then | said, well | said, well
now, how about this noney and he'd say well,
|"ve got--it's gonna blowit. And | said
well, we gotta, at |east we oughta, at | east
get that nuch, didn't 1? O what did |
say--or we ought to keep the cork in the
bottle that much or some damm phrase |ike

t hat .

Yeabh.
Is that what | sai d?
Yeabh.

And | said, uh, how nmuch would it cost-- a
mllion dollars. | said, well we can get

t he noney but how do we get it to the
defendants? And | said, well we can do it

t hrough Cuban Commttee. Right?

And he said no. No, you know, that was
(unintelligible)...
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(Unintelligible) way we’'re doing it now.
The way it's being done.

No, he didn't say that.
LaRue said it. (Unintelligible)

No. He said, he said,. "Mtchell has LaRue
out getting noney," which | told himwas a
very bad thing to do, he shouldn't, he

shoul dn't be doing that.

No. Al right, how do you, help ne, how
woul d you have ne explain the, the
(unintelligible).

See, that's the other thing. If you give
Dean immunity he can go into all that. He
can't make any case but he can sure, as hel
make a | ot of enbarrassnment. |If he doesn't
have i mMmunity, he, he has no incentive to
get into that, area, because he is deeply

i nplicated when you get into that.

Oh, in other words, he's deeply inplicated
so he's gonna go down and so, therefore, he
turns madman and says, "I'm gonna take the
President on, destroy this Adm nistration,
because they wouldn't give ne imunity."

Yeah.

There's the argunent, Bob. (pause) R ght.
(pause) But conme back to the, put the, uh
uh, the cork in the bottle, at |east we've
got to take care of Hunt. How woul d you
explain that?

That's exactly what you were doing. You
were drawing himout. W' re running this
thing out all the way trying to get a,
trying to get a fix on what, what he thought
the limts were, the paraneters of it, what
outta, you know, what at |east ought to be
done or what at nobst ought to be done, where
it was gonna | ead to--because he was naki ng
t he case
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that this is, a, an ongoing problemthat’l

go on not only through the, uh,
Adm ni stration but after you | eave.

Yeah, |, can, | think I brought out the
point that it would be used. He said that
it wouldn't-and he said it wouldn't matter
t hen.

He said “It’Il hurt in history, but it won't
be significant.”

Actually, what it really was, you' ve got to
realize, it's like the La Costa conversation
we had. It was really not a question of, of
setting sonething up or sonething |like
that-it was, it, it created awareness of a
probl em and a brainstorm ng on the problem
and no condoni ng of the problem.

(Unintel ligible)
...except for the fact that |I said well...

It was agressively doing recognition. But
the problemwas different than what we
t hought .

That's right.

We t hought there was a, a matter of taking
care of these people's fees and stuff.

Yeah, that's what you thought.
Then. ..

...

That's right.

Yeah.

Then. . .

| thought. ..
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...1t gradually, though, later, as this
devel ops and as these pressures build up and
the Hunt thing cones into pretty nmuch focus
cause it's this big demand for, you know,
"this or else" kind of thing--which is the
first tinme | had ever heard of "this or

el se" sort of a, of a threat, or whatever
you want to call it, raised in this regard.
Up until then it was "we need noney for

t hese people to keep, you know, all this
thing on the track. Keep their attorneys
In...”

Yeah.
"...in place."

One thing we did do, | renenber, | did give
Dean the busi ness of what the |egal

ram fications were, | think he did and
certainly (unintelligible) . Uh, uh, uh,--I
said, "Wat, what about the legality of
paynments? | nean that for fees and support.

(Unintel ligible) | understand that--is
that illegal? Is that obstruction of
justice?"

He said, "No."

| don't know.

Did he say, "No"?
Yeah.

| think that's in there. | think you raised
that question and this point, this paynent
of legal fees and so forth--'cause that's
what he was tal king about, was payi ng | egal
fees. He said no.

Then how did the blackmail stuff cone tip?
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HAL DEMAN:
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PRESI DENT:
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Well, that's because then it's the Hunt thing
and, and. | guess other stuff was building up
to the point of, you know, we're being

bl ackmai | ed now and as, we t al ked about
it--he, he even nentioned that as a defense.

Yes, | know. Said that, "Qur defense is
blackmail". | think at that point | al nost

| aughed because |, the, President could say,
"W, we paid nponey because we're being

bl ackmai l ed.” After saying, "W won't be

bl ackl mail ed to the Cubans,” to the others.
But we did raise that point, didn't we--but I
think I"ve raised it other tines though, with
Dean

But, you see, there was, there--1 don't
t hi nk. ..

It would indicate other know edge of the fact
that some paynents were being nade because
must have had sonme know edge, | nean, uh, as
we got into the, as | got into the

i nvestigation Vob, in February, when | first
got intoit. It was after the Viet Nam
announcenent, after the 23"% after the

I nauguration. | never got any, any of this
crap about defendants or attorneys’ fees or
anything at all here remenber with you or
anybody el se. At that point, | first began to
talk to (unintelligible) the Ervin Committee.
At some point, the question of probably in
addition to this conversation, and | don't
want you to need to go back to read that over,
not at this point--but at this conversation on
the real question was oh, "what is the |egal
situation with regard to the paynent of fees
and so forth,"” and he said, Well you can be
pai d fees, but you can't pay support.” |
think I heard that on that case. | don't know
whet her it was support. Support...

That may have been our |awers talking to you
‘ cause. .

No. No.
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HAL DEMAN: ...they're, they nmade the point that the
support thing doesn't, doesn't hold up at
that point in time because the defendants
were out on bail and, therefore, were able
to earn their own support.

PRESI DENT: When are they out on bail ?

HAL DEMAN: They're out on bail all the tinme, which
didn't know. | thought they were in jail
all the tine.

PRESI DENT: Oh, | see.

HAL DEMVAN: They were arraigned and let out on bail a
coupl e of days later or, you know, they
sai d.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) out all sunmer. Hunt and
all the rest.

HAL DEMVAN: Apparently.

PRESI DENT: "Well, 1've got to support these attorneys'

fees-that's Mtchell's |ine.
(Unintelligible)...

HAL DEMAN: No, 'cause the support thing--they thought
they were gonna go to jail. They were
planning to plead guilty, they were worried
about support of their famlies in the |ong
haul. [I'mnot, I'mnot talking about
i mredi at e support needs. You're |looking at a
guy | ooki ng down. ..

PRESI DENT: What do your attorneys, say, uh, for
exanpl e, you say, the notive, you, John as
to what makes you (unintelligible) the
conspiracy thing on the support for
defendants, in other words...

HAL DEMVAN: W didn't, we didn't...
PRESI DENT: ...the launching of Kal mbach and so forth.
HAL DEMAN: W didn't have any have any notive and we

did not |aunch Kal mbach. W didn't take
initiative on any of this stuff.

PRESI DENT: Ckay, fine.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:
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HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

Qur, our thing was passive, uh, non, non
di sapproval really

Yeah.

and because Mtchell said there was a need,
we didn't--and Dean said there was a need,
we. . .

Well, talk to, Ehrlichman did make a call to
Kal mbach, you see.
No—t al k. . .

That's sort of, that's what at | east the
U S. Attorney says.

| think it-went the other way. | think
Kal mbach cal | ed Ehrli chman.

Al lright, whatever it is, fine.

... Because Kal nbach had an agreenent with us
that. ..

Yeah.

...he didn't do stuff, unless he had an okay
fromhere. Because he didn't want to get
into Stans' fund raising. So when Dean..

Kal nbach was gonna say certainly that all he
was doi ng was rai se noney for the
def endant s.

That's right.
That's right. For their attorneys' fees.

That's right. Well, no he says for hu--,
humani t ari an pur poses.

That's right. Well, isn't that true?
It is, I"'mtold.

What did your attorneys say on that?
You' ve. ..
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HAL DEVAN
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HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

It is.

...asked themthat haven't you?
They' re- -yeah.

The critical question they' Il ask you, well.

That’s, that’s-1'"ve gotta go 'cause |
gotta get sone stuff put together. That's
what |'ve got to--that's one of the areas
we’ re gonna cover today. (Unintelligible)
all that out. See we, they studied this
stuff and then they | ooked to the problens
and then worked backwards on them

Ri ght .

Where they see--oh, so far, they're, they're
satisfied everything they' ' ve come up with
They're satisfied with.

Wel |, have they ever zeroed in on this, this
is subject A. I, I'"'msatisfied on
(unintelligible) that they can't make a
case. |"'msure, I'msatisfied and, uh, al
the stuff in, in between. They can't nake a
case. The point is, except for the raising
of the noney and the tran--, transaction of
nmoney for the purpose of so-called "hush
nmoney.” That is obstruction of justice
depending on intent. You nust have

di scussed this with himin sone | anguage,
Bob.

Oh, yeah. And they're, they're, they've
been researching the statutes on the, on the
guestion. They're..

The question is corruption is the word.

Well, one, one of themis corruption, the
other one is willful. Unh,..
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

Uh, just a second. Now...

And, and they say we're, they think we're on
very sound ground because of that. They
were concerned at one point that there's a
circunstantial chain and that if, if intent
or willfulness is not required, that we

m ght have a probl em because of the
circunstantial chain, but their research of
the statutes as of yesterday, convinced them
that that either corrupt...

Cor rupti ng.
...corrupt or wllful. One statute is
corrupt and the other is willful. One

section. Uh, that, uh, uh, those are

requi red and that they have a very sound
case on that basis. They thought, they

t hought they could carry, they thought they
had the case even on the circunstantial that
t hey were concerned about it.

VWhat is the situation with regard to what
Dean actually did? You don't even know t hat
he. ..

| don't know.

| don't think he hid anything with regard
to...

Vll, it sure (unintelligible) that he
di d-by McCord and some of those people.

Wll, that he neet with then, and delivered
nmoney to thenf

He, he had $175, 000 that he delivered.
He did?

Well, I don't know. That's what MCord
said. Now, | nust say that everything that
McCord has said has proven to be accurate or
virtually everything he's said.
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HAL DEVAN

Accur at e?
Yeah.
Yeah.

And we can get himon the fact that it's
hearsay. That it's hearsay seens to..

Yeah.

...fromwhat we pick up the other
directions, it doesn't seemto be erroneous
hear say. ( pause)

So McCord, MCord says that John Dean
del i vered hi m $175, 000.

No, it isn't, it, that isn't that clear. He
says John Dean--didn't deliver MCord-MCord
has nothing on first hand. It would be that
McCord says that Hunt told himor Liddy told
hi mor sonething like that.

How Dean, being a |lawer, so smart as he is
now, could have not, have not just--tel
everybody not to do this or that or the
other thing. S-, he could have gotten

hi msel f so involved in that is nore than
can figure out.

Maybe he didn't.
wWr ong. . .

No, no.
...pitch on that, too.
Ri ght. But how Dean, uh...

Well, you see Dean told ne when he was
wor ki ng back through this stuff, he said,
“If I can just get--send ne to the G and
Jury and give nme imunity and we have no
probl em because I'mthe only one in the

Wi te House who has any real problemon this
and they--it, it

McCord maybe has a
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(Cont' d)

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

would stop at me and if I'mimune it

doesn’'t matter." He said, "It would nean
|'d have to | eave the White House."

When did he say this?
HmT?
When did lie say this?

Somewhere in this period, when we were
tal king about the strategy of Dean going to
the Gand Jury which was in that

Before the 21st (unintelligible).

No, after.
But | was not there.
No, sir.

This was probably on the tel ephone while he
was at Canp David when he was spinning out
different routes of how you could work this
out. At least that is what | think. And
his point then was, "Nobody el se has any
problemon this but I do. And if | can get
immunity, and | can still spin it out which
w Il clear everybody else and it stops at ne
and | have immunity so | don't get hung.”
And then the thing that worried hi mabout
was that he said, "I guess that would nean
|"d have to | eave as counsel.” But, at that
point, he was trying to spin out a plot that
woul d keep himon as counsel.

No way.
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HAL DEMAN

And as it turned out what he was working on
was a--not a factual thing for you, but an
el aborate case of how to pull John Dean out
of the soup

Yeah.
VWi ch is understandabl e ' cause he was. .

Then he got his attorneys in--his attorney
to go to see the U S. Attorney. Wen did
his attorneys, (unintelligible).

| don't know.

When...his attorneys go to see the U S
Attorney?

| don't know...l don't even know if we can
find out.

When, in other words, did Dean start, uh,
--it must have been, uh, uh, March 21st,
when we were in California.

He didn't have an attorney then. It was, it
was on, it was past March 28th

Yeah.

...when |, had that very long call with him

He didn't have an attorney then.

Not then, not then--March 28th, then. W
were in California "til when? April
uh...Hell. W were in California on March
28th to...

March 30th to April, uh, 7th, something-9th
Yeah, April 9th.
April 8th, we canme back
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April 8th.

W were back in the office here then on the
ninth. And the ninth is when you got
Garnent going on--'cause you net with him
for a few mnutes that day after you net
with Ehrlichman and ne.

When was this, on the ninth? Yeah. Gonna
handl e the Comm ttee heari ngs.

See that's what we were worrying about.

(Unintelligible)still concerned about the
Comm ttee?

Sur e.

Shqys on ny schedul e here John Dean on the
16"

O April?

Yeah.

That's correct.

What the hell was that about.

Well, that was after,--the 15th was the day
you net with Kl eindienst and everybody.

Oh, that was the resignation

You met with Dean the night of the 15'" al so.

Un hum

(Unintelligible) in.

Yeah.

And that was the resignation deal..
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible) the 16th.

PRESI DENT: The night of the 15th | guess was when he
reported that he had talked to the U S
Attorneys (unintelligible). April the 16th he
shoul d go, he ought to resign, you know what |
mean, that's--you see, let ne put it this way,
one thing has got to (unintelligible). Bob,
you and John are not--there's no way in ny
opi nion that Dean can do a God dammed t hi ng
nore to you than (unintelligible) fact.
(Unintelligible) do anything. | think Dean is
gonna do everything he can (unintelligible)
anyway. You get ny point?

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: So John’s theory, the President should fire

HAL DEMAN:

Dean's ass out of here, etc., has to be
examned in terns of does that--and this is
not in ternms of accepting blackmail. |'m not
tal king about imunity. But does that
unnecessarily, unnecessarily, uh, give Dean a
nmoti ve where he'll go wild against not only
Ehrli chman and Hal deman, which he already is
doi ng, Bob, and will do again, but, to try to
drive the White House to account, the
President. That we've got to ook at all the
parts and do the best we can not to let that
happen. You see, that's the reason why the

i dea of, of firing Dean's ass out of here and,
frankly maybe put the blame on himfor what he
did and didn't do, uh, but it, it would
certainly, it would certainly serve a
reasonabl e and justified purpose in engaging
John and you, although it would hel p one way
or the other, mnd you. Well, | mean | don't
think, I don't think, except for discrediting
him On the other hand, uh, treating Dean

uh, in and also, in a different way. | nmean,
not, not in the way in which we give imunity,
because we can't. W can't be blackmil ed
into imunity fromDean. You know what |
nmean, he is a (unintelligible).

Yeah.
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HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

And, and the prosecutors don't want to give
himimmunity now. That's their decision,

not mne. 1've told(unintelligible) that.
that's up to them \What the question is,
the question is, how do you get himto | eave

Vell, that...

The human factor...
Yeah.
...(unintelligible)...

You can't, you can't nmake an overt nobve on
Dean, un--, unless there’'s a, a reason which
is a better reason than you have now.

Let nme say, there's a, also (unintelligible)
Dean is--1 asked Petersen, | said, "Wat the
Christ is the matter wth Dean? That he
seens to be after you.” Petersen, of

course, said he had (unintelligible) you
know, about Grand Jury |eaks and so forth
and suppl yi ng everything he can.

(Unintelligible),

| know, | know. But, but, Bob, it's, uh,
you know what | nean, it's..
Yeah.

...1t"s not what a big bonb is in ny
opinion. Don't you agree?

| don't know.
Yeah.

| don't know. He may have, he may, if he's
gonna see Petersen about a big bonb, it may
be a big bonb on Petersen.
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HAL DEMAN

No, but he told nme that he would |ike to see
me in Florida before he made his final
deci si ons about pleading self-incrimnation,
"or whatever |'mgonna do" and but he did
say this--he say "I may want to see you
before I nake it.” | said, "Well John,

just | (unintelligible) I said, "Well John,
let's see what, how the situation evolves.”
| told Petersen about that, of course, and
Petersen's, Petersen said, "Don't see himl
said, "Fine.” | says won't see him”

said, "Let ne worry about that, that's ny
job.” You know what | nean. ' Cause he
figures (unintelligible).

John.

And so on and so on. And he--that's it.
Right. | can't bring John in. The only

pur pose of bringing John in is--very
inmportant. There's a human factor involved
here which you' ve got to bear in mnd which
Ehrlichman, you understand, better than
Ehrlichman (unintelligible). You got the
human factor. Dean's says, and | think,
mean, - -according to Petersen, he said, "He's
never gonna be able to express anything but
the greatest respect for and even affection
for the President.” Now, | don't know
whether that is the case that is with others
or not. But, uh,--was H gby's report...

Sane t hi ng.
What's Ziegler say he said on that?

Sanme thing, that he has no, and, you know,
that he was trying to give advice to the
President a the sense in this thing and
don't let the President get caught in the
obstruction of justice type stuff and al

t hat .
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He told him"Don't let the President get
(unintelligible) in obstruction of justice.
What do you think he nmeant by that? | know I
asked you this earlier, but...

| don’t know. I, | think that was working
or, his own ass but not in the way of trying
to hurt, trying to hurt the President. |, |
think he will use everything he's got except
that. | don't think, unless he becones a
madman that, that, is the danger that |
guess you do have to have to possibly
contend with but--so the argunent there is
you don't want to do anything to to drive
himto becom ng a nadman but you, in the
sane point cannot let a record be nade of
you protecting him

No, no. Ch, no, no. But Bob, I am uh, in,
| amin a totally defensible position.

| think that...

Everyday | asked Petersen | say, "Wat do
want nme to do wth regard to Dean?” | asked
hi m what he wanted ne to do with regard to
Magr uder .

RESTRI CTED-“ D’
Huh?
RESTRI CTED-“ D’ But, that's..
RESTRI CTED-“ D’
vell, ...
| think.
RESTRI CTED-“ D’
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PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:
PRESI DENT:

I know.

RESTRI CTED- “ D’

| nean, I, |, | have, I, | don't have, |
| agree. | like your counsel. | agree that
he's a counsel and a friend. But the point is
or Dean said that...

Qur |awers don't even agree with himas a
counsel. Qur lawyers totally distrust
Pet er sen.

Yeah, | know. They distrust him They
distrust him But I, but he's all | got Bob,
and, uh,--1 think though, that Petersen on the
ot her level, other hand, I, | had repeated
that so often to himl never failed to
(unintelligible) we just, we'll just say, "W
got that taped, Henry.” You know, "The ECB's
taped, isn't it?” GCkay, | (unintelligible)
that way tinme and tinme and again. Now, I, |
just want to understand what the situation is
here. | have not--1"mtreating themall the
same. But, I,--1"mgonna wait until | hear
fromyou now you gotta get ne further
instructions, you let me know. That's why |
asked for the report on you and John. And I
said, "As far as Dean is concerned," he says,
"Well, we're still having talks with him at
arms length.” | said, "All right," | said,
"I, I'm I"'ml just can't nmake a nove, from
the armis length (unintelligible)...”

Yep. Inmunity.

So, what I"'mgetting at is--there's the human
factor. Now the other point that | made is
this. Dick More was up to see
(unintelligible) today. | went to end the
Moore assault. He likes More very nuch
everybody |i kes More. And he said, "More
is, who we, we don't see himas a defendant,
we see himas a witness.” He also sees

Kal mbach
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basically as a witness, rather than a

def endaant, except on the noney stuff. On

t he noney he says--the noney, uh, an
aberration and so forth. But, Bob,
everybody’ s gonna be convicted of sonething
on the noney and that means they're gonna be
fined, rather than inprisoned. They don't
send you to prison, for say violation of
canpai gn | aws--spendi ng | aws, do they? Yeah.
Vll, | think that's the case anyway. That's
what the situation may be or it may not be.
Com ng ar ound

As | understand it the only person you can
hang on viol ati ons of canpai gn spendi ng | aws
is the treasurer of the canpaign. He has
the total liability.

Who is that? Sl oan?

It was Sloan and then it was d enn Sedam
guess.

RESTRI CTED-“ D’

and Kal nbach spent sone noney and so forth
and so on and so on, but anyway, my point is
this, speaking of Mwore, there's that and so
I|"mgratified.

RESTRI CTED-“ D’

Right. You can't do anything with that.
That's just...

(Unintelligible) recollection.

That's what it is. | --no, no, no, |'mnot
suggesting he lied ubt...

...My point is if you had felt La Costa was
i mportant, you could have told ne that. It
wasn’t. | nmean, you didn't discuss the
matter with (unintelligible).
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HAL DEMAN: Passi ng. .

PRESI DENT: A passing reference at La Costa..

HAL DEMVAN: And it was in the sane (unintelligible)..

PRESI DENT: ...to the fact--what, that, uh, that, uh, a
passi ng reference to what, to the..

HAL DEMVAN: ...need for noney.

PRESI DENT: Yeah, for the defendants. And how was it
left (unintelligible)?

HAL DEMAN: | don't remenber, | don't renenber. |’ m not
even sure | was in on the thing 'cause |
don't renenber at all.

PRESI DENT: Moore's recol |l ecti on was sonet hi ng about the
fact, well--oh, Rocher-, or John
Ehrlichman's supposed to have said, "Well
| et Rockefeller, Mtchell, get Rockefeller,
give himhalf a mllion dollars, "a typica
Ehrlichman crack, you know.

HAL DEMVAN: Wi ch is not bad.

PRESI DENT: Not bad. |In other words, the noney was
tal ked about and they said, "Cee, that's the
way it is,"” but we're not gonna get into it.

HAL DEMVAN: That's exactly right. That's the line we
had al ways t aken.

PRESI DENT: The line, the line we had, uh, you're
getting into except for the fact that ny
conversation-you better keep the cork in the
bottle on this.

HAL DEVAN: Yeah, but we didn't.

PRESI DENT: Huh?

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah, but that they didn't go any further.
(Unintelligible)...

PRESI DENT: You nean the question (unintelligible)...

HAL DEMVAN: ...(Unintelligible).
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(Unintelligible) The other point is that,

that on Mdore-'I'm gonna ask you--More has
been very close to Dean. Is there anything
out of the way, | nmean. See there's nobody
that can talk to him | can't |let Petersen

go over-and, how ' bout More gets back
having hi mjust have him say that have a
talk with Dean. Keep us there. See what
the hell he has in mnd. Wuld it be
useful ?

| don't know. | don't, | don't know what
uh, Moore's position is..

...position, the position that, uh, uh,

that, uh--let me tell you, the only thing we
got (unintelligible) Dean (unintelligible).
We have one (unintelligible). [If he doesn't
get inmmunity, if convicted, then there's
only one place where he wll ever get any
possibility of clenency.

That's right.
That's the ot her point.
But | sure wouldn't say that to him

Ch, no, no, no. But, | nmean, after that,
that's gonna be in the back of his head.
Absolutely. Al right. Wen we see you
again (unintelligible).

| don't know, | don't know
Wwell, ok...
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