TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A MEETI NG BETVWEEN THE
PRESI DENT AND JOHN EHRLI CHVAN ON APRIL 19, 1973, FROM 1: 03
p.m, TO 1:30 p.m



EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A MEETI NG
BETWEEN THE PRESI DENT AND JOHN EHRLI CHVAN ON
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M. President.
John, John, how are you?

Fine, sir.
The, (pause) did you see that piece?
Yes, | did.

| told Ron that obviously the secretary,
|"ve run down the background.

Yes, good.

(Unintelligible) I guess Dean has really
been shot across the bow there
(unintelligible) he's the scapegoat.

Yeah.
Yeah.
Have they nmade a deal with himof any kind?

No, sir, no, sir, not yet. So. Discuss

t hat one through.
Al right. (Unintelligible).

But you know on the other hand what the -1
just don't know what the hell Dean can talk
about, he knows a hell of a lot, but uh,

Well, we're going over that now.
| see.

Taking tinme to kind of spinit all out, but
it's pretty hard to, uhh...

Yeah.
but it's pretty hard to see how
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| understand he's still in the White House
staff, where there's a problemas to
whet her. ..

Yeah.
We're going to fight that (unintelligible).

Yeah, well, I"'msure if he were not, he
woul d not have been as restrai ned as that.
Yeah, | figure it's best to keep him here.
Yeah.

| had Ron call himand check and say that,'
we're going to say that there's not going to
be any statenent, we're trying to get the
truth and ny question (unintelligible)

whet her or not (unintelligible/ REMOVED) the
| awyers (unintelligible).

Well, they're going to go right over there,
this afternoon.

They are, fine, and...
(Unintelligible).

That's what | went through (unintelligible)
| told himabout Hunt and the S.C. thing,
the investigation, and, | nean, our

i nvestigation, why we had to do it, and how
we're going to do the other thing and so
forth and so on (unintelligible) the
Department of Justice (unintelligible). |1
said, "Wat else did Hunt do?”
(unintelligible) I said, | think he did, |
think he was working in other fields
regarding leaks to this matter.

Ri ght .

And | said, unless, but I don't want
anyt hi ng i nvol vi ng eavesdr oppi ng, which was
carried on (unintelligible), is that
correct?
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Yes, as far as | know.

Yes, fine, but Dean, was Dean in charge of
t hi s?

No, no.

This was ours, okay. But Dean nust know
about it, is that right?

| think he nust.

Ah, he was concerned about the G and Jury,
he was very concerned.

Good.

| said (unintelligible). He said it's just
terrible. He didn't know what to do.

Qur-, our attorneys think that may be
fatally defective.

Fatally defective.
May be an illegal Gand Jury.

Well, don't you think you' |l get another
Grand Jury?

| suppose they could, but, it may just it
just may screw up this whol e process.

Wul d you do that? This Grand Jury is, uh
for anybody.

The prosecutors have a tough deci sion
whether to go forward with these cases,

t hese new cases with this Gand Jury or go
ri ght out and reprocess everybody through
anot her one. (Pause)
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| asked Bob Hal deman, | said, "Look, suppose I
use himas an exanple, such as to postpone
(unintelligible), would it affect our
(unintelligible) much stress on that?”
(Unintelligible) I put it to him | said,
"Dean inferred to nme that if Hal deman and
Ehrlichman left, uhh, that, uhh, that would be
you," neaning if Petersen could grant
immunity. He said that's not true. He said it
woul d have nmuch effect on the inmunity
(unintelligible) of the corroboration. |
suppose Dean's theory, | suppose that is
basically he carried out the orders of others.
| said, "Does that put -what effect does that
have?” He says only in litigation, now, you
can't an agent conmtting a crime, so, you
can't do that, so Dean rebutted the situation,
what he's going to get, he's going to get
total immunity, or whether he's (pause) and
suppose, the way | look at it, all we've got
to consider is if we really got this thing
(unintelligible).

...with the facts com ng out and whet her
giving himtotal immunity is going to nmake him
act better. Your viewis to have himhold it
over us for the rest of our lives -is that

your point? That would be ny theory. These
fellows don't seemto think Dean can get
immunity at this point, but they're going to
go down and talk to d anzer and see what's
goi ng on.

Good, the second point with regard to the
cases, uh, the case, are you (unintelligible)
much of a case, the deep six thing and they
said that (unintelligible), Bob, | said, it

| ooks to ne if you get the contents to G ay,
Gray could do that on that nuch, and he said
(unintelligible) Ehrlichman and Dean..

That's arguable, | was there.

Al right, fine. That's all. But, | said did
ei ther of those things occur, and | said
didn't raise the point did it all occur before
(unintelligible).



APRIL 19, 1973, FROM 1:03 P.M, TO 1:30 P.M

PRESI DENT:
(Cont i nued)

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

The other thing is, | suppose, how el se do
you get Ehrlichman in on the conspiracy
thing, you know. Well, | sinply say perhaps

the only way you coul d possibly would be
that Dean (unintelligible) Ehrlichman with
regard to the need for bugs for the

def endant, now he did put you at one point,
did he not?

Ri ght .

And including, of course, this last tine,
did he about this last...

Bittman? Yes, | expect he lied.
What did you do with the earlier point?

The early one | told himit was all right to
cal | Kal mbach.

Now, how do we... there | suppose that's a
defense vulnerability.

These fell ows say, they're not conpletely
finished, we're right in the mddle of this
right now, but their tentative viewis that
we have to look at it as you're doing, from
two standpoints, the illegal and the
apparently, ah, doubtful

Let's get the illegal first.

Okay, well, they say there's nothing ill egal
about that.

Wy not ?

Cause | wasn't an actor. See, the reason he
had to cone to ne in order to call Kal nmbach
is that Kal mbach didn't want to work for
Sta-ns any nore. And we used a pretext with
bl ark that Kal nbach was going to be under
Bob and ny aegis fromnow on to do speci al
projects, and so he couldn't be a fund

rai ser any nore.
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PRESI DENT: | see.

EHRLI CHVAN: It was effective the sixth of April.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

EHRLI CHVAN: And so, Mtchell and Stans had been told
that the only way they could use himis if
we okayed it. And that was to protect her
from having all kinds of demands made on his
time by the commttee.

PRESI DENT: So he cane to you and asked you..

EHRLI CHVAN: Dean said, "Wuld you

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) nothing but illegal in that
case but what about the conspiracy thing
there, they, they (unintelligible) that's
why | was digging, that we've got himas far
as the the conspiracy.

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, that's, that's, that's arguable, these
fellows seemto think that there's a
legitimate defense in that, that doesn't
el evate, that doesn't get up to the |evel of
being an actor in a conspiracy.

PRESI DENT: That's all involved in the case. The case

involved is harder. He said that basically
it gets down to a conflict in testinony

whi ch they cannot resol ve, between Strachan
and Magruder into letting into thinking of
asking you to take a lie detector test.

Don't |ike that but nmaybe we have to do
that, I don't know. Not going to get into
that. Strachan in effect says that Hal deman
did not receive the specifics the budget,
you know, and | don't know what Hal deman
says on that or not. | think he says he can
be either, and that, that Hal deman di d not
recei ve Watergate stuff that was

recogni zabl e as such. Magruder, he says,
sai d Hal deman received the budget. | don't
know what Magruder has gone far as to to say
he received the specifics.
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(Unintel ligible) synopsis.

Got it?

Yeah.

(Unintelligible) huh?

He does.

Magr uder said that?

Yeah, he said that to ne.

But, and the , and the, uh,, of the budget?
Yes.

But did it indicate that buggi ng was
i nvol ved?

That Strachan got it.
know i f Bob got it.

He says he doesn't

Then Strachan way have comm tted perjury.

No, Strachan devoutly, sincerely, and with
every fiber of his being says he never got
it, that he would renenber if he ever got a
budget that said anything like that, he'd
know.

And Magruder says that he received the
budget here.

They sent it over.

Ri ght. And Magruder's al so saying that the
i nformation.

The transcript of the synopsis..
Yeah, the synopsis.
| see.
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The other thing is that Hal deman's
apparently are ordering or anticipating the
order to rehire Liddy, now, | don't know he
didn't nmention this, but very
inmportant(unintelligible). They are far
from having this case nailed down.

Did he say anything about tim ng?

No, nothing this weekend they haven't nmade
their deal wth Magruder yet.

So, he's not going in this week.

No, sir. (Unintelligible). WlIl, he said,
| said, ook I mght take off for Easter, he
said, "Yeah," so apparently...

WIIl they recess the jury for Easter? Well,
anyway, he won't go, before Monday, is that
what your

(Unintelligible) no, I got tine, yeah. And
of course Hal deman ordered the three fifty
to be paid. Knowing that it would be paid
to the defendants. Nowt Hal deman agrees on
t hat, does he?

Uhh, no, uhh, we've gone into that in

el aborate detail with the lawers this
nor ni ng.

What do they say on that?

John W1 son says there's nothing il egal
about what you did, M. Haldeman. The

Presi dent has to deci de whet her the
appearance of it regarding..

(Unintelligible). | hope there isn't
anything on it.

EHRLI CHVAN: He said, he said not, because of Bob's state of

mnd at the tine.

PRESI DENT: Bob was not intending to try to keep the..
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He was attenpting only to get rid of noney
that he had that didn't belong to him and
what the recipient did with it, he didn't
have any control, intent, design.

Yeah, but if he knew
O contenpl ati on.
(Pause) (Unintelligible) if... he knew.

Well, what he, he' s told WIson everything
he knows what he knew t hen..

Yeah, when Bob handed t he noney over Bob
knew that it was going to the defendants.

Not of a certainty, not of a certainty, he
did not, and that's sonething WI son bored
in on very hard this norning. He said,
"Now, M. Haldeman, in effect, would you
have been surprised to learn that instead of
usi ng that noney for the defendants, they
had used it to pay printing bills?” and

Bob, says, "Well, | didn't have that strong
a conviction about what they were going to
use it for. | knew they needed noney over

there, "but, uhh, he said, "No, it wouldn't
it wouldn't have surprised nme," so then

Wl son bored in on himtwo or three
different ways.. This old boy is good, he's
uhh, he's quite sonething. Wen we got al

done, he said, "Well,"” he said, "I know the
guestions in the President's mnd,"” and he
said, "I, | want to reserve, get all done

today," but, he said, "You nmust bear in mnd
the difference between a crimnal act...

Yeah, and what el se did he say?

“...and the problens presented to the
President by the nmere appearance.”

Yeah, which basically incidentally that I,
it isn'"t that | trust this fell ow Petersen
in away, he's trying to do his best, he
just all (unintelligible).

Sur e.



APRIL 19, 1973, FROM 1:03 P.M, TO 1:30 P.M 10

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

He lost Mtchell..

Sure.

He | ost the \Wite House.

Yeah.

But you know that's the way it is.
| under st and.

(Unintelligible) he got Dean, too.
Yes, | know he did.

Now, the only thing that I, that cones to
the back of ny mnd is that you got to do
that the |last conversation of Dean about
t hat one hundred and twenty

Wth Bittmn.
Uhh, with sonebody.

Did Dean tell us about that...tell ne about
t hat .

About Hunt demanding it?

That Bittman said that Hunt needed $120, 000
for attorney's fees et cetera.

Ri ght, right.

And, the way Dean's going to tell it or he's
going to blow the whistle, right?

Ah, yeah, now blow the whistle on the
national security operation. That was the
t hreat .
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Was it?

Yes, sir. And, you'll remenber our response
to that was, you cannot defend blackmail, in
that kind of a situation.

That's right.

And that's all that is, is pure blackmail.
Huh.

And we said, "No dice.” and | could be just
as flat out on that as that's the honest to
God truth

Now | et me put one other question to you
right very painful, | knowit's very painfu
for you to think of this, and it is for ne
t oo, but anyway, but, uhh..

(Laughs).

| think it would be helpful if you had this
(unintelligible) when you talk the rest of
the day, this and that, bother you the rest
of the day. | think the separation problem
has to be considered. | want you to | ook at
it very coldly in ternms of, uh, in terns of
the President. (Unintelligible)-the needs
that we have and an atnosphere, M. So and
So, look at this thing, in terns of your,
about how you're involved in terns of
whether it's going to be (unintelligible) I
don't know how you were involved but Dean
may say. The son-of a-bitch is unsafe.
don't know what you do with the Dean
(Unintelligible) he's obviously very upset.
He's just lashing out. Goddammt, | don't
know what we've been told. | just don't
know what (unintelligible). Frankly, I'm at
aloss. W were all talking frankly, that's
why the counsel was sworn.
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Well, as | said..
That goddanm Dean.

As | said this norning, | think you can very
truthfully and logically and properly say
that. ..

| was trying to bury, | was trying, | was
really trying to probe his thought
processes. | went down every road we

possi bly coul d. .
Exactly right.
and see where we were.

And it paid off. You see, you're the one
who then canme back and said, "I've go to
have that all witten dowmn. Send that man
to Canmp David if necessary and have him
take as nmuch tinme as necessary and let's get
it all down." That's when he was uncover ed.

| suppose that really isn't true.
Vell. ..

Not that he was uncovered, it was sinply
the fact that he said, "By God, this thing
is such a cancer and so forth, that | can't
wite it and there's no way we nmake a
statenent,” and | said to you, John, "You
better get into it.” Take

Yes, but | happen to be...
Vell. ..

This may be sonme neasure of hindsight, but
| really don't think it is because ny very
consci ous contenporary reaction when Dean
canme back and didn't have anything for us,
was, whoops, there's sonething nore here,
because Dean coul d have constructed sone
kind of an artful ah, ah, evasion if he
hadn't been so pervasively invol ved.
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(Unintel ligible)

For the, for the campaign commttee or the
Whit e House, or whoever he wanted to
protect, but, uhh, the thing that occurred
to ne when, when Bob told nme what Dean said
that he couldn't, he couldn't wite it. |
just had a nental image of the guy sitting

there with big piles of paper saying, " |'ve
just witten a confession, and | woul d be
nuts to deliver this to anybody."

Well, that's what we have to say.

Wll, | think, I think that's very very

pr obabl e.

(Unintelligible).

Yup.

Dean's got Shaffer and the rest. | don't
know that he can't be, we may be able to
exert privilege on Dean before the G and
Jury but we can't before the press. |
(unintelligible).

You can at the trial. And you certainly can

in the press. Unh, uh
(Unintelligible).

|'"d send, 1'd send a fellow around to talk
to Dean if this is a problem Just say,
"Look here, you are going to be |iable,
separately liable, for breach of
confidentiality and, ah,

|s that a case?

...\Vell, I think you ought to get Petersen
to advise you on this, but there certainly
is, there certainly is a statutory
protection, and | think you could invoke it.
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(Unintelligible) breach of confidentiality
of a conversation with the President?

Well, no, not as such, but on various
nati onal security bases, I, I'mjust not
that famliar with the statutes. | don't

know what all you have in the way of
statutory protection, but you renenber that
our Cl A case...

Yeah.

...where the guy was enjoined by the
court. ..

Yeah.
...we fell back on that body of |aw.

I ncidental ly, the other point he says that
Dean obviously knows all of these and that's
why he says Bittman is gravely concerned
about the matter of the"120 because t hat
gets himinvol ved.

Sur e.

So, we may not, just Dean may tal k about
this but Bittman is not likely to. | would
say, "What the hell is in it for Bittman to
say that we asked for that.” | just ask

you, does that (unintelligible) the | awer?

Boy, put himin the soup. Put himin the

soup, sure.
That he came and said, "I want 120 for..
You bet.

“...for, or otherwi se you're going to bl ow
t he whistle or sonething.”

Yeah, yeah, you're right.



APRIL 19, 1973, FROM 1:03 P.M, TO 1:30 P.M 15

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

So here you've got a --

So this is good information. Wuld be
hel pful, this fits right into our

conversation in there. | wll talk, "Il
tell you what | think I would do

Yeah.

...1f youdon't mnd, | wll take John

Wl son aside and talk to himabout' this
separati on busi ness.

Right, that's right.
He's very wi se and very..

| don't know how and we've got to get his
judgnment on it -But Bob said this norning
(unintelligible) W have to (unintelligible)
ourselves. W generally are hurting
ourselves in this case. | guess we just
haven't been hard enough, have we? In a
sense though, let's face it, John Mtchel
lurks in the back here -isn't that what it
really gets down to? But God Alm ghty, we
weren't protecting the Wite House now,
right?

That's correct.

W weren't protecting that, we're protecting
John Mtchell.

Yes sir.
Al the way through

In the first instance we were protecting
your your re-election in a sense. W didn't
know what from

That's right.

Afterwards, though, this cover up business
was pure Mtchell.

Sure, now. Bob says that, you know, you're,
you're going to look bad if he goes.

Well, there are two ways of |ooking at that,
obvi ousl y- -
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Yeah, but the point is, there is that strong
argunent that people are naking that
sonebody is the President, who, no, |
suppose, | (unintelligible) let's ook at it
this way, let's suppose | (unintelligible)
it. The Dean argunent will be that he told
me all these things about Hal denan and t hat

| didn't nove on it. Correct?

Sure, and that, that Dean's being nade a
scapegoat .

He's been nmade a scapegoat. And then, so
all this about Hal deman conmes out. Hal deman
woul d probably have to go, wouldn't he? To
be quite candid.

Yeah, cause actually they'd drive himout.
Yeah.

You know.

Wth this much in his case.

It could be played a | ot of different ways
and back and forth.

You' ve got - -
You' ve given nme sonme stuff here-.
Yeah.

...as awrry for himthat we didn't have
before that may add to this.

Li ke what ?

Oh, this business about the dispute between
Strachan and Magr uder.

Yeah.

Uh, | think what I'Il, what |'ll do... Bob
and |, Bob and | tal ked about this at
breakfast, it was his idea..



APRIL 19,

1973, FROM 1: 03 P.M, TO 1:30 P. M

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

Yeah. Wiat | was thinking was that Bob goes
in the way of sinply, I'mgoing out to fight
this battle, I will use ny, ny...

Yeah.

.y situation has been made untenabl e and
| will fight this battle and so forth and so
on.

You know what he sai d?
Yeah.

He said, "lI'mgonna get Six Crises and |I'm
gonna read the chapter about the fund," and
he said, "That's going to be ny guide."

Separability is there, but then you've got
to think back as to what the hell Dean is up
to wwth regard to you.

Yeah, and that's what we were doi ng when you
called. W were going into everything and
anything that | could renenber, that had
anything to do with this.

Let me cone down to the final point. As |
ook at it at the present tinme, |ooking at
this evidence, the U S. Attorney would have
a helluva tine proving you were in the
conspiracy (unintelligible).

Well, see, they're going over there when
they get finished with this.

| see, fine. Looking at this evidence |
think there is a very strong possibility
that Hal deman will be (unintelligible).

Yeah.
Do you agree with that?
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Well, they seemto think so.
They think so?
Yeah. Yeah.

Looking at this evidence, too, however, |
think there is a very little possibility
that you would be if you woul d-ever be
indicted -that you would be crimnally

i ndi ct ed.

Well, now, they say, though, that the
prosecutor like this Kleinzer (phonetic),
A eazer (phonetic) or whatever
(unintelligble) is, will sonetines indict
sonebody that he doesn't expect to get a
convi ction on.

Yeah.
Just to get a big nanme into the case.

Well, he's going to have enough bi g nanes
this tine.

Well, that's another thing that they're
goi ng to probe.

Sur e.

That they said to | ook after that. Don't
take much confort fromthe fact that...

Vell, if you re indicted, that's it.
Yeah.

(Unintelligible). Let ne put it this way. |
do not see you (unintelligible).
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Wll, | don't either.

The second point on Bob, on the conspiracy
is there a chance he'd be convicted? Do you
t hi nk so?

Well, they say so far not fromwhat they' ve
heard. They think not, that it is not, that
it is not actionable in the ultimte sense.

But, they're being very guarded, obviously,

because we're just now giving themthe facts
and they haven't tested what we're telling

t hem

(Unintelligible)...have to do is to start to
build a web that Bob was involved in al
this...

Sur e.

He rehired Liddy, who received the budget,
he received the information..

Yeah.

...and he ordered the three hundred and
fifty Gs. That's really the case on Bob
in a nut shell, isn't it?

It would be, it would be a whol e el aborate
as you say, a web, of no one fact of which
would do it.

But | think even there, Bob, with a good
attorney, can beat it,

Well, | think we've got the best in the town
in there.
Well, that's all | ask.

Thank you. That was very hel pful.
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| awyers and so forth, naybe you and Bob
woul d i ke (unintelligible).

Al right, fine.

You know, when you've got sonething |ike
this on your mnd, you would just as soon
talk about it. It's very hel pful.

Thank you

The other thing too, that I'mtrying
desperately to keep, uh -the problemis, of
course, John, as you know everybody
(unintelligible) has conme in
(unintelligible) last night, talked to ne
about it, -1 nmean they all forgot things
that I had thought over a mllion tinmes. |
don't need to talk to Garnent. | don't need
totalk to Henry. | don't need to talk to
Safire. Ziegler is worth quite a few. But
don't you agree

Ron is great. Ron has been terrific in
this...

Ron is really innocent. Tal k about
separability. O K give themthe judgnent.



