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Uh, | wanted to, uh, check with you before
you had left. Because you won't be back for
a week. And --

[t* 11, it'Il be, be, well, its not quite two
weeks. But its close to it. The 24th, |'1]
be back.

But with regard to, uh, where we stand.
"1l be in California through the 19th, or
the 20th, | guess is that it? -Are we still
doi ng that thing

It says here...

... Senat or?
The 20t h.
Well, we'll come right back fromthere,

guess, right, then we'd cone back and uh,
uh, the uh, uh, have you tal ked to John
about this Ells --- this, uh -not Ellsberg
t hi ng.

Cook.

The, the Mathias thing. The rest of the
papers.

SEVERAL UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKERS

M TCHELL

No, | have not, | don't know | haven't. |
know - uh, Mardian -Mardian (unintelligible)

And there's to be a neeting with Mathias the
8th -1 don't know why he postponed it so
long -with Mardi an and peopl e from DOD,
guess that's it, State's not involved -to
get into this. Mathias is playing a little
cat and nouse gane -woul dn't see them before
the 8th to get into the background of how
they got them fromEl |l sberg, what they are
and get them returned.
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Well, the problemthat we have on those is

not that,

concerned about .
why State should be inonit.
papers t hat

They are they are the N xon papers.

t hese,

these are papers fromthe
NSC, is that correct? Y see -that's what
These are papers -that's
These are

i nvol ves nenorandas apparently
that Rogers is supposed to have witten to
the NSC, or to ne or to sonebody.

As far

as | know he has not described them
How di d they get

How did they get out of the NSC file,
And, and, and then,
that's the investigation that's

nmy point.

-that's the,

that's

are we

got to be given the highest priority
i mredi ately now.

...they don't necessarily.

Now here's --

...could have conme out of an NSC file, the
NSC coul d have got you' ve gotta, got a

Def ense fil e,

of an NSC file --

Aw cone on,

Sur e.

bul | shi t

Rogers sent papers to ne.

sure that Defense woul d have them
No, but then State woul d.

Fi ne, fine,

all right.

out of a State file --or out

| " m not

States,that's ny

point. State's got to get inonit.
Henry's you gotta check Lynn and, uh, this
fell ow Owok what's his name? |Is that his
name?

Cook.

Cook. He was there right? 1Is he, one that

had access to this stuff?

He had access to the Vietnam studies in the

- uh,

' m



NI XON:
M TCHELL
HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

M TCHELL

EHRLI CHVAN

M TCHELL
NI XON:
M TCHELL

EHRLI CHVAN

M TCHELL
NI XON:

M TCHELL
NI XON:
M TCHELL
NI XON:

EHRLI CHVAN

NI XON:

Yeah.
(unintel ligible)
...since ‘69 when at State. Yeah.

| don't think we really know what -we don’t
know what they are.

(Unintel ligible)

No. The only information | have and it's
what, apparently, he told Mel Laird and it
was the fact that they were N xon papers.

And that they came from El | sberg?
Yes. EIls -Ellsberg.

El | sberg.
El | sberg. That's correct.

But that's all you can tell ne.
Well, as | say, he --

Well, in any event, when you say N xon
papers -Are these papers -not apparently
fromme, if, uh, or, or are they?

No. | understood —
| don't see how they could be -
--that they were—

...because I, 1've scared Henry within an
inch ofhis Iife fromthe tine he's been

here. He's never going to get anything from
me out on anyt hi ng.

Well, | gather these are to or fromyou -one
or the other. And -

It wouldn't be fromnme. They're not from
me, John, because they're witten from
Henry. You know what | nean. The NSC
--that's the way it's done.
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I, | understood it as being during the N xon
Adm ni stration.

Correct.

That’ s as nmuch information as | have on it.
We' Il know in a couple of days.

The 8th’'s—

If he makes good on it. But in any case, if
El | sberg’s sources are contenporary.

I, | believe that.

And if they' ' re—and the main point | would to
get at when |’ve got—+ think we’ ve got to get
the conspiracy angle here. Unh, Ellsberg is
not a lone operator. Ellsbergis a, he's a,--
| don’t know who’s in it. Maybe Lynnis in
it. Mybe Cook is init. Uh. |’mnot
speaking just to the New York Ti nes—
understand they’' re going to do sonething about
Sheehan—what ever his name is. That’'s uh, but,
but he’s uh, he’s a party once renoved. But
we have got to get at the people..

(unintelligible)

...who are conspirators in it—because that’s
one thing we find the public supports—the
public want, the people want Ells, Ellsberg
prosecut ed probably because of his, because

t hey, they understand, that threat. They nmany
not want a newspaper to publish it, but they
don’t want, they don’'t want a guy to steal it.
That’s the, that’s the general thing that I
see fromeverything that |1’ve been able to
pi ck up here—

W’ ve had a crew—

I think if we could get a, the conspiracy

thing — Now, the other thing, John. | think
it’s, I think we need cooperation from Hoover,
uh, in ternms of, uh — This has to be tried in

the, in the papers, in the newspapers, you
understand what | nean? Let ne say that there
is, uh, the, uh, maybe, | don’'t nmean El|sberg,
El | sberg now has already been indicted, or has
he? -- No.
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Yes. He's under indictnment.
- -been charged- -

No, he's indicted. He's -been indicted by a
grand jury.

Yeah, yeah. | see. |Indicted. Wll, the
point is that, that, uh, as far as the others
are concerned, the way really, to get the
conspiracy out is to get it out through
papers, through Congressional sources,

t hrough, uh, newspapers and so forth and so
on, and snoke themout that way. Uh, it's the
only we were, we were able to crack the Hiss
case and the Bentley case. In other words, we
could, and then, we didn't have the
cooperation of the governnent. They were
fighting us, but we God dam wel |
(unintelligible) got it out. And in this

i nstance, these fellows have all put

t hensel ves above the | aw and, uh, including
apparently, including two or three of Henry's
staff and by God we're going to go after ‘em
because there's just too nuch stuff in there
now that | don't want another one of his boys
to leak it out. That's why, -1, John, you
cannot assunme that Henry's staff didn't do
this. Now, |'ve had Haig in here right now
and Hai g says he couldn't believe Lynn did
anything. Lynn has left. Now he's over
working for R chardson. 1'd get himin and
I'"d question him Did you do this? And |I'd
pol ygraph him | think we've got to do that
for Lynn. | think you' ve got to do it to -for
Cook. Because we’'ve got to find out whether
people currently in, who, who, Jesus he's
still in the governnent. Now, Richardson isn't
going to like it, but I, I don't know how,
what el se we can, we can do to, to get at this
thing. Uh, the uh, think, the Ellsberg
prosecution -it's a -you' ve got a pretty good
man on it, have you? Who's that?

Well, it's under Mardian's departnment and —
we’ ve got. ..

Is that Mardi an?
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...and we've got sone of the better
peopl e. ..

Good, wel |

...working on it. A fell by the nane of
Vincent. They've, W've been -we've had a
crew wor ki ng over the weekend with DOD on
this conspiracy concept...

Have you?
...that we put together.

How, what ki nd of cooperation are you
getting fromthem John? Is it--

DOD?
Yeah.
Good. . .
Now, Laird..
.as, as, far as, as far as we can tell.
is Laird?
It's Buzhardt

y' see, ya see, ya see, Laird s gone, but
Laird sat in here as you recall and said he
had all this thing -that he thought it was a
conspiracy and so forth but they' ve got a
much bigger outfit working on this than
Edgar Hoover has.

| know they have. But | want to tell you,
M. President -after Mel Laird said that

t hat day, | asked Buzhardt over the next day
and they weren't even close to it. They had
Cook and El |l sberg -those are the only two...

s that right?
...two they had.
t hey are? Just bulling?
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But, uh, they are, of course, these obvious
| eaks that go back into the Hal perins, or
the or Larry Lynn or the rest of them and
that's what they've been working on over the
weekend and 1'Il have a briefing on that

t oday.

John, would you like -do you think it would
be well to put, uh, to put uh, for you to
put some -oh, maybe that isn't the place for
it. Maybe the place for it's up in a
commttee of Congress. Let Ichord and his
bear cats go after it. Unh, what |I'mgetting
at is, that, uh, you' ve got the Ellsberg

case. |, I"'mnot so interested in getting
out and indicting peopld and then having our
mouths shut. ['mnore interested in

frankly, getting the story out, see the
point? That's even on the Ell sberg thing.
|'"'mnot so sure that I'd would. that 1'd
want himtried, convicted -we had to do that
because he's admtted -but as |l ong as we
can, uh --

Well, uh, we have Ellsberg back into sone of
our donestic Communi sts.

Have you?

Yes.

You really have?

Yup.

Donesti ¢ Conmuni sts -now, that’s that's
great. That's the kind of thing we need.

That's right. And we're putting the story
together. He's been, attended neetings out
in Mnnesota and, uh, for this Conmuni st
lawer in a trial out there and we're
putting all that together. W're gettin

Is that, is that the result of Hoover or the
Def ense Departnent, do you think?

You nean the information?
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Yeah.

I[t, it came out of a U S. Marshal out in
M nnesot a who, uh..

Oh?

...recognized the guy and recogni zed his
background. ..

G eat

...and had, had hi munder surveill ance at
one of those neetings.

Mm HMmm

Shoul dn't sonebody get at -1 assune they
keep the files on all those taps when we
were running all those people through.

You know t hat’ s--
Hal perin --

This -In light of this, sone of that stuff
may be a hell of a |ot nore meani ngful
now. . .

|
...than it was then
I, I, 1"ve had themreviewed in the Bureau.

There were a | ot of conversations with
Sheehan in them to my recollection.

Were there?

| think there were. | nmay be wong but |
sure think there was. And nobody woul d
agree -

(several talking at once)

In light of current history who's got the
time toread it. | haven't, | naturally
never saw any of that stuff.
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Well some of it may have been gobbl edy gook
at the tinme but it may -

Well, a, Bob is right.
t hose taps nean. ..

No.
...until it relates to..
No.

... sonet hi ng.

You never know what

And they're being revi ened.

John, don't you think that, uh, we could get
ourselves into a, into a dilemma if Mardian
begins to devel op evidence on this
conspiracy and we want to go on a non-| egal
approach -either |eaks or through the Ichord
commttee. If it, if it gets too -if, if,
if, the Justice...

too far down the track

...(Unintelligible)...too nuch in the
predom nance so to speak in the devel opnment
of this -

Well, it's ny idea that we should only pick
out the hard cases to try where we know we
can convictions.

John what is your feeling on -speaking of
hard cases, now -uh. O, are you, do you
say that you' re gonna, they're having a
grand jury do you, did sonebody told ne that
Cheean or Sheehan -

Yeah, Mardian told me that.

Well, we're running a grand jury in, in
Bost on whi ch doesn't necessarily relate to
anybody.

| see.
It relates to the overall case.
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Now, on Sheehan. Let's talk about that. |Is
that smart? Just, just being quite candid.
Is it smart to go after Sheehan? My feeling,
off the top of ny head, is to convict that
son of a bitch before a commttee.

Shehan?

Make himthe (unintelligible) Here's the
point. Uh. Let nme say that, uh let ne, let
me recap in nmy own mnd the whole attitude
on the whole thing on this. First, and
despite all the beating and so forth you've
taken, you did the right, we've done exactly
the right thing up this point. You had to
get that case to court. It had to go to the
Suprene Court and when you read those, when
you read the, the the opinions -as even
Scotty Reston agreed -it, it gave them
goddam little confort.

This is the general census in the newspapers
now which | think is right...

Right, that's right.
...which | think is right and great.

But ny point is that it had to be done. On
the, on the other, on the next point,
however, | think that having done that and
now, now, we've got to continue to protect
the security of these, these things -having
in mnd our own security -but, not

recogni zing that there is, in ny view |
think thereis -1, | wn't say there, but
there's very, it seens to nme, pretty good
evi dence of a conspiracy. Do you feel
there's a conspiracy?

Well, vyes.
| don't just don't know.
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Well, | know there's a conspiracy, uh
because of the fact that, uh, our East Coast
conspiracy people in Massachusetts are the
ones that are, have been distributing the
docunents. ..

Uh, huh.

...which we will be able to develop. Unh.
Wth respect to, uh Ellsberg and the papers
t hat Mat hi as has, obviously, there's
sonebody el se other than El |l sberg is taking
t hem out of the governnment and uh, we may
have sone problens finding that guy, but
hopefully we will be able to. That guy or
guys. Let ne put out one other factor in
here. | don't know whether you noticed it,
but uh, this statenent that | put out with
respect to the court decision, that the
court decision spoke for itself...

Yes, yes (noise) but you were going to --

...but that it reserved all of our crimnal
approaches and. ..

That's exact, that's exactly right.

No, what we have got going there is the Post
has fallen over and |l aying dead. They,

y' know, they're talking to McConber. They
want to give him back those sensitive
docunents and everything el se.

You' ve gotta watch (unintelligible)

And they want to give MConber back all the
sensitive docunents.

(Unintel ligible)

Now, the reason for this is, and |I've just
let it sit there, is that if we ever
convicted the, the Post or Katie G aham
she'd lose all of her television and radio
| i censes.
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(Unintelligible)

...and radio licenses so |'ve just let thing sit
there and | et’em sweat. ..

G eat.

...and, let '"emsweat. But uh, | think
personally feel at this tinme that it would be a
m stake if we start indicting newspapers Now,
what, what | have

...You' re right about that.
.what | have structured. ..
Try emin the papers

...0h yes (unintelligible) now what | have done,
is, is get these grand juries going so we can
get all of this information and hold it. Keep
the investigation going and then nake our
determ natiors as to who we want to indict and
who we don't want to indict. W don't have to
bring down an indictnment out of the grand jury
if we, if we don't want to. Unh, so that we can
put the nosaic together and then have another

|l ook at it and see where we're gonna go. And
have of course a hold on everything -not to put
out anything which won't -out of the grand jury.
There'll be no indictnments, no bringing Sheehan
before the grand jury or anything |ike that
until we put the pieces together and see what
we' ve got.

What we would like, what | would Iike, John, is
this | would like to have a, see, |'m keeping
up, get a, and |I've gotta see sonebody in Rose
on sonething, just alittle peek, and I want to
see Flanigan very briefly before | |eave, we can
wal k out to the airfield, well, it's not
inmportant, and I'Il let you know when it's
ready.

Ri ght, right

And the other thing is, | think right now | have
a feeling you're in an excellent position to go
forward letting the | eaks and everything el se
out which would indicate that these bastards are
guilty as hell and uh, 1|, uh, can, cannot wait
for, th, the conviction of Ellsberg and so forth
(unintell).
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No, I, | quite agree.

| think, we've got, | think the conspiracy
side of that's why | hope, | think, | think
we’'ve got to go out. If you would tel

Hoover to work people (unintelligible)
Defense outfit and push Laird, is it, or or
whoever it is -Buzhardt.

| believe Buzhardt (unintelligible)

Make that son of a bitch get it done. Tel
himwe want it done. |I'mecutting off. 1've
| find shocked amazenent to find that this
stupid Adm nistration sold this classified
(unintelligible) and everything el se. Now,
we’'re gonna start getting tough. Were are
t hose nanes? Now | asked for those names

t hi s norni ng.

(unintel ligible)

None of you asked what | want. | want them
on ny desk. Every former ten Johnson

Adm ni strator who's not in the governnent |
want his God dammed nane (unintelligible) so

we can renoved. | was out for eight years.
|'"ve never, they refused nme Cl A briefings.
What the hell, it would have beauti ful

opportunity to have offered --
(Unintel ligible)

That's right. But does this sound like a
good gane plan? We're going to keep this one
step away fromnme. (unintelligible)
relation. 1'Il, I'lIl know what's goi ng on
and (unintelligible) Buchanan knows how to
tel

RESTRI CTED-“ D’
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Who will uh, who will manage this grand jury
while you' re gone?

Mar di an.

Mar di an?

Mar di an and Kl ei ndi enst. But, thank God,
as, as | say, this is a fact finding
expedition to put together the nosaic and
not to take any action at all w thout ny
approval .

Good.
Y' Know- -
(30 second del etion)

It shows you the pay-off, though, uh the
Washi ngton Post and the Ti nes both have
swanped sl op over, uh, beautiful stories ion

GQurfien and that, | nmean son of a bitch of a
Republ i can. There were others. There'll be
no nore.

O course, | realize that undoing there'l

be no (unintelligible)

Probably woul d have, Qurfein probably would
have consul ted you

That's right. WelIl, enjoy your trinp.

You'll follow up then with Laird, and you
and you press hard Buzhardt. |In other

words; play the game in a public vein. Take
of f Sheehan, you figure that if we knock too
hard it's gonna -Wat do you think? What's
it (unintelligible)

| think we ought to see what the whole
picture is. W know what Sheehan has done,
but we don't know how deeply he was invol ved
with Ellsberg. Uh. He is -

WI1l he -do you have any reason to think
he'd testify?

Sheehan?
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Yeah.

No. | wouldn't want himto testify because
if he did, he'd ask for immnity and that
woul d be the end of it.

That's right.
And we can get the testinony out, we know

You can never, you can never get Sheehan
except on the testinony of uh w tnesses on
the, uh well, uh, on the commttee or on

testinmony of others, others, limted, and so

fort and so on.
well --

All we'd have to do get naybe sonebody who
received the stuff.

Pl enty of people, people have been convicted

wi thout (unintelligible) it's aterrible
| esson.

RESTRI CTED-“ D’

Well, | suppose, '(unintelligible)
She has no expectati on.

No, no, of them have any inmunity explicit
or (unintelligible)

VW're we're. ..

We're going to have to gather this
information in that's available to the
Pr esi dent .

Al right. D ck More has been working on
sone of this. He's got a lot of the
background nenor anda.

He'll be (unintelligibl e/ REMOVED)
(unintel ligi bl e/ REMOVED)

He can't (unintelligi bl e/ REMOVED)
Yeah.



