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Hel | o.

Yes sir.

Ch, Bob, you got hone?
Yeah.

Oh fine. Ya rushing off?
No, no, not at all.

No, I'll just take a second. Ah, were you
able to hear any of the rest of that?

No. I, | didn't, I"'mgonna, I"'mtrying to
get a different nmachine that | can..

Ri ght .

...hear better on. Go back to it.

Ah, just a second. | had a good, uh, talk

with Petersen and, uh, told himthat,' uh
you know, about the need to expedite the
Grand Jury second. Unh, the, I, uh, told him
| wanted it, a paper fromhimwth regard to
you and John. He said held have it by
Friday afternoon.

Hnm
And |, |...
Yeabh.

...(unintelligible). He said 1'd, I'd |ike
to pull ny thoughts together and so forth
and he said we just don't have it yet. |
said, | said, | said that | wanted to be
sure that you and, and John had an
opportunity at the earliest tinme to neet
with the prosecuting team You know?
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Yeah.

And, uh, he said, uh, he said have your
counsel --and | haven't (unintelligible)
John, you can pass it on to him

O K

...(unintelligible) counsel--and request it
and that'll be done. | said the other thing
| wanted you up here to appear before the
Grand Jury, | nean so that there'd be no
guestion of, you know. ..

Yeah.

...of waiting. He said well we m ght have
to have themtwi ce then. | said that's al
right. | said the main thing is | want
them!| nmean | really think your getting up
there is, is inportant.

Yeah.
Soon.
Yeah.
You agree?
Yeah.

Also it's a positive nove we can, we can
make.

Yeah.

And, uh, it's at our initiative, you see.
Yeah.

And, uh--that's that.

kay. Good.
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And uh, the, uh--Now with regard to the
pi ece of paper | gave you on Ehrlichman,
t hey have sent that you know out to the..

Yeah.

...prosecutor. They had to do that for this
reason that, uh, that Dean basically,
was--that was basically a little blackmai

by him on them you see.

Yeah.

Uh, which they said if we didn't put it
out--1 nmean if they didn't--they'd say why
did you withhold it fromthe Ellsberg case,
you see.

Yeah.

So uh--but that is likely--it could cone out
| nmean, Byrne may, Byrne may ask for,

di vul ge the source, it will be Dean and Dean
will have to testify if he does, then that,
uh, piece of thing, that Watergate buggers
involved in the Ellsberg thing--it wll not
bl ow the El |l sberg case, in, you know, in, in
his opinion, due to the fact that it wasn't
used. On the other hand, the fact of it

will come out. But | think that that was
gonna conme out anyway, don't you feel so0?

Probabl y, probably. Yeah, and | think we
gotta assune any of that stuff is.

But the point is

|"mnot sure that's bad if it does.
Well, Watergate...

I n anobng ot her things.

Huh?
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Well, it adds confusion to the whol e thing.

Yeah. The, uh, Watergate buggers, uh, try
to knock over Ellsberg s psychiatrist.

Yeah.
...Right. Well in any event, that was about

it. So, uh, if you could uh, uh--call into
John. He wasn't hone. [If you tell the

Wi te House operator that you,..

Ri ght .

...you call John, you talk to himand fil
himin. You sent himthe piece of paper,
did you, did you get it to hinf

| covered it with him yeah.
Yeah.
"Il give it to himin the norning.

Un hhnm Um hnm  He understood the
significance of it, of course.

Yeah.
Yeah. Uh, did he see any other option?

No. He, he--no. Hi's only concern was that
it was getting fairly broad distribution.

Vwell, | know
But, but...

It's gonna get nore broad distribution
because they're gonna--they,...

Yeah.
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PRESI DENT: ...they, they uh, uh--you see, what, what
else could | tell Kleindienst, forget it?
Get ny point?

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: | just couldn't do that.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: And, uh you know, | could say ook this is
Nat i onal Security, and you cannot turn it
over to 'em because Dean, another
(unintel ligible)

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) obstruction of justice.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Exactly.

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...Uh, the other point that it, uh,
went--1 levelled with Petersen on the, uh
on all the conversation that we had and |
said now |l want you to know this and | said
we'll not be blackmailed on it, we didn't do
anyt hi ng about it but, uh, that's when
started ny investigation. And that's,
that's our line there, | think. The nore
...

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...the nore | think of that, you know,

l"m-1 knowthat I"'min no illusions on it
and incidentally | think that should just be
bet ween you and ne.

HAL DEMVAN: kay.

PRESI DENT: O, uh, I think, I, I I don't, at this point
| don't think we oughta (unintelligible)
that to John and have himworry about it and
the rest.

HAL DEMVAN: kay.
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Unl ess you want to.

You mean the contents?
Yeah.

No. | didn't intend to.

| think, ah, let's just ah, so that we can
know that, ah, in other words, ah, as far as
t he conversation it's one that | had and
that you had and..

Yeah.

...and ah, and ah, that ah, we'll just see
what ah, if Dean wants to play that then
we'll play it--for whatever its worth, ah,
Pet - -

Did it bother Petersen?
Oh well everything bothers him

(Laugh)

But he said, he saidlthat Dean, he says, has
al ways indicated he says he'll never, he
says he'll do, deal, he won't lie for that

God-dam Ehrlichman but he will of course
defend the President da da da da and | said
well, we'll see. But | said..

Qut to get John apparently, huh?

Well, | think he’'s out to save hinself if
he'll, he's gonna play every card that he
can, and, ah, a desperate man he may wanna
bring the President down too, but in this
case then Bob, there's no, no other choice
it's to, to fight like hell. Ah this is ah,
this is an evil man, you know. He knows
that this was a legitimate thing to be
doing, he was deeply in it, and incidentally
he's likely to be called as a witness in the
El | sberg case, too. | nean in the ah Bis,
Vesco case because..
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Dean is?
Yeah, because apparently he nade a tel ephone
call, it is alleged, in order to quash an

i ndictment on the, allegedly against Vesco,
so. ..

Good Lord.
Ah, is, that, is that the nanme Vesco, yeah.
Yeah.

Yeah, so ah, (unintelligible) nme on that
damm t hing, too.

My God! Does Petersen still feel you can't
make any nove on Dean?

Not at this point.
(Unintel ligible)

Wl |, because he's, they're still trying to
ah, he's gonna try to make Dean's | awyers
come to him You know? And ah, and ah..

...and he's right.

He's right. In other words, but |let ne say,
there can't be any m, nobve nade on you and,
you and/or Bob, uh or John, until the Dean

thing's resolved and I, |, | made that damm
clear to Petersen. | said | wasn't gonna,
that | can't ah, | said | can't, | said you
you realize that if you, if | have these
fellows resign I"'min effect saying "I judge
themguilty,” and | said no, any other way
of (unintelligible). I saidif | do that, |

said | have to do it, the right to do it
with them and Dean and so forth and so on,
you know | went through the whole drill and
told himthat--1, sort of, sort of, uh, gave
himthe inpression that I wasn't gonna do a
damm thing, that | wanted to | ook over his
papers. .
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Yep.
Ya see what | nean?
Yep.

My own belief at this point is that, ah, for
yours and John's information, that we just
gotta stand God-damm firm today, tonorrow,
Fri day, the weekend, you know what | nean?

Yeah.

And, ah, the Ellsberg thing blows, 114 |
just as soon, you know, just as..

get it all out now.

| wouldn't just as soon but | think it's
gonna cone anyway. \Watever John Dean knows
is gonna cone out, Bob.

That's right. That's right.

But ah, incidentally, I, you know, | always
wonder ed about that taping equipnment but I'm
damm gl ad we have it, aren't you?

Yes sir, | think it's, it's, just one thing
| went through today it was very hel pful

Yes. It's hel pful because while it has sone
things in there that, ah,...

(Unintel ligible)

we prefer we wouldn't have said but, on the
ot her hand, we al so have sone things in
there that we know we've, that |'ve said
that weren't, that were pretty good, | nean.

That's right.
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"This is wong" and, ah, "blackmail" and
"how nmuch is this gonna cost!” and so forth
and so on. Then, on the other hand, | said
well "let's ah, we could get that, but how
woul d you handle it." -But that, of course,
those are all |eading questions. | don't

know how you analyze it but | don't know. ..

I, I, I really don't think it, it would be,
if it all gets, if that conmes out, it's,
it's another hard thing to explain but I
think it's expl ai nabl e.

Ri ght .

And if, that I've, that | just think gains
well, | can't inmagine that he'll do that, do
t hat .

Yeah. Except as he sees it...

Pet ersen know what Dean's big bonb thing
was?

No, he didn't.

Was, wasn't he supposed to get sone big
threat from Dean or sonet hi ng?

Well, he, he won't get that, Bob, until he,
he neets with Dean and ah..

Yeah.

...and it hasn't occurred, | said, he
doesn't know when that'll occur.

| see.

| said, "well,"--so, he doesn't know. I
said, "well, | just wanted to be sure. Maybe
it's this--" 1 said, he thinks nmaybe it's

sone conversations he had with Dean, that
may be but I, | think it's this, don't you?
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| would, ah | don't know. | don't really.

Maybe oh, what the hell else could it be
then, Bob? | nmean, that if he's got a big
bonmb, if he's gonna throwwth his, ah,
yeah, | think it's this, | would say that
he's gonna say, well, the President was, he
told the President about, ah, the, you know,
that they're gonna pay these people off and
so forth, and that John Mtchell and,

think he, the other thing is that John
Mtchell is, ah, in the presence of, ah,

Hal deman and Ehrlichman, said that it had
been taken care of, or words to that effect.

Mhimm

Is that right, is that, is | suppose he
could say that, right?

Yeah.

And then it's his word against the rest of
you right?

Yeah. That's why you just you, | don't see
how, how we, (tape noise), the--there's no
way you really can, can sta(tape noise) with
Dean on this, | don't...

No way. No, no, no, no way, no way. You
wanta, you wanta try to ah, ah, you see the
only problemis that to handle it in such a
way that he doesn't becone, uh, totally

i npl acabl e eneny.

That's right.

Totally inplacable and I think for that
reason handling the way | have, at | east
may, may.. .
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That's right.

...Mmay help in that respect. |, at |east,
have treated himdecently. Ah, in fact,
nore decently than he deserves.

Yeah.

On the other hand, ah, he ah, he may becone
totally intractable, if he does, you're
gonna have one hell of a pissing contest

Yeah.
And, ah, on the other hand, ah..

If you do, |, that's, you just, ya gotta wn
it.

What el se can you do, you know, really. Wat
el se can you do. And you know when you
think of this, all this kind of thing, you
know, the, ah, when, when John ah, when ah
John tal ks about, | was just thinking a
little bit nore about the inpeachnment thing,
that I don't see the Senate or any Senators
starting an i npeachnent of the President
based on the word of John Dean.

That's right.

That's all it is, you know, and, ah, | nean,
John Dean says that this and that and the
ot her thing happened.

And there's no way he can support it. |
nmean there's no way to nmake a case.

Wel |, except he could be, recorded his
conversation, you know, back, nade a
menor andum told his |lawers i medi ately
thereafter and so forth and so on.

Yeah.
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But, ah, even there, | nean, here is..
Still his word, unless he's got a tape
recording. Still his word unless he has a
t ape recording.

Mhimm

And even with the tape recording |
coul d make the case the other way.

Mhmm
(Pause)

t hi nk you

| don't know, ah, a tape recording is, ah,
can't believe that he could have wal ked in
there with a tape recorder that day, because

that day, | mean I'mnot trying to be

wi shful thinking, that particular day, he
wasn't really out to get the President, |
don't think

That's right, no sir, he wasn't. He was the
exact, going just the other way.

Tryin' to hel p?

That's right, and |
he woul d have, woul d have done that.,
| was gonna (unintelligible)

just can't conceive that
' Cause

Ah, unl ess he tape records every, does he,

does he, does he tape record everything that
he cones in?

No. No.

Does he, you're sure of that?

No, I'mnot sure of it, but |I amconvi never

had any reason to believe that he did.
vhmm  nmhmm

12
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And the way you know he dresses, uh just
casual enough in his clothing and all, that

| can’t imagine you' d (tape noise) held have
tape recorder, ya, it's bulky and you gotta
get it in your...

Yeah.

... pocket somewhere and all that. It isn't
all that easy to do..

Right, right, right. 1In any event that's
that, that's that. And ah, he, ah, so we
don't wanta borrow trouble. | mean we got

enough wi t hout borrow ng any, don't we?
Yeah, yeah.

And oh, ah let ne say that, ah, this is
April 25th. W can figure that ah this is
the day we start up. Seriously,...

| think, that's right, 1 think..

Ah, | don't nean, | don't think I'm being
Pol | yanni sh about it, | think that if, if

Kl ei ndienst wwth that damm thing, all right,
my God, there it is. Put it out. And |
woul dn't hear your |awers, we'd be sayin',

| mean we, we can't go on this dam business
of, ah, resignation, nowit isn't gonna
work. That's right, it just isn't gonna
work right now Unh, the, the, the | eave of
absence thing, ah, | don't know, you, with
regard to you, do you really think that that
real ly buys us anything?

| don't know. It ah, ...
VWell, we'll consider it. You'll have to,
we'll have to think about it, in terns of

ah, one other thing Steve told ne today that
he thought there was a chance that | would
not, maybe we could, | could get out of
doi ng that damed finance di nner on May the
9th. Ah, he said that the tick--that they
hadn't had the, programwasn't going as well
as they expected and so forth and so on, is
there a chance, ur...
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| don't know. I, I--
The new mgjority dinner so called..
Yeah, it's probably...

...and so forth. That's the thing | should
avoid like the plague if | could but ah..

Except that appearance, | would think, if
you don't do it, they'll make a big thing
out of they couldn't sell because of the
Wat ergate and the President. ..

| see
...wouldn't cone.
| see.

Ah, that's ny view now, |'ve, ah, |I'mnot so
sure, |'mnot sure of what the situation..

They say they're not selling too many

ti ckets soneway or other but, |'ve heard
that at |east, but you know we heard ot her
things fromBush that they'd sold ‘emwell.

Yeah.

But ah, if it's there I could do it. Another
thing I could do, is ah, rather than, that
isreally just give a reception at the Wite
House and shake hands for a coupl e hours.

Mhmrm

You know what | nmean? As a, you know a, a,
rat her than going out and have to make
speech. ..
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HAL DEMAN: Hah, yeah, the problemis the people that go
to that dinner, the, your |obbyists and al
that stuff

PRESI DENT: Right, that's right" that's all right but
|'"d hell of a lot rather be shaking their
hands, Bob, than, than to, ah..

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...th-than to go out be making a political
speech that day, you know. What's a
political speech w thout nentioning
WAt er gat e.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: | think that's an option at | east.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Mimm | plan to go to M ssissippi Friday,
you still for that, are you?

HAL DEMVAN: Yes sir, absolutely.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: By all neans.

PRESI DENT: And, ah. .

HAL DEMAN: That's, that's all, all good, that one..

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

(Pause) (Pause)

PRESI DENT: You know when you really stop to think of

it, interms of this whole tings the, ah,
the line basically of everybody, you know,
Connal Iy, Rogers, et al, which, of course,
varies ah, | nean Harlow, the (tape noise)
resignation line and so forth is a, i1s one
that is, is so terribly attractive in terns,
in, in, for a couple of days...(laughs)
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That's right.

| mean, you know what | nean, this well now
the President's finally started off with a
new team but then for Christ sake's. ah,
sonethin’ el se bl ows, hah?

That's right.

On the other hand, ah, ah, the other line is
to say, all right the grand jury's gonna
hear it and they're gonna see it through. |
mean to that point. That's a tenable line
also, isn't it?

Yeah.

O course the problemw th that | suppose is
that. ..

(Unintel ligible)

The problemwith that is that, ah, what you
could say is that rather than the President
cl eaning his house, the grand jury did. But
in the sense, in the sense, if you wanta
argue that we can say no, the President said
that's the way to do it. You see ny point?

Yeah. And that, that is the point. That
you' re the confidence in our institutions
and. . .

Mhmm

You know, the way things are supposed to be
done.

That's right. W're presenting all the
things that's why the, that's why the
appear ance before the grand jury, the..

Yeah.

16
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:
PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

...the going down there, and at ny
suggestion and so forth and so on, that's,
that line you and John m ght work out in the
nor ni ng.

Al right.
Al right, you tell himnot to have John
return the call, you fill himin. Okay.
Ri ght, bye.

Ckay.
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