






















Attachment 4 
 

 

Office of Environment, Health and Safety 
Environmental Analysis 

Emergency Power Back–up System for the Main and Annex Buildings 
  

 
SECTION I-PROJECT INFORMATION 

Date: 1/11/2011 Personnel:        In-House             Contractor Project No. # RFP-09-00012 

Location: Freight Building Contract No.    
Contracting Officer: Rick German   
Phone:  4-3248 

COTR: Charnell Abrams   
Phone:  4-3463 

OEHS Contact: Lillian Cates 
Phone:  4-3595 

Description of Project:  The Emergency Power Back–up System for the Main and Annex 
Buildings consists of two (2) 1000 kilowatt diesel generators manufactured by MTU Onsite 
Energy that will be housed in the Freight Building.  This will replace 1 emergency back up 
generator.  The new generators will provide back up energy for the main computer room, 
emergency lighting and certain security systems. 

Environmental 
YES  NO  N/A    Air Quality 
              Will construction adversely affect ambient air quality due to dust, vehicle emissions, open burning, etc.? 
              Will industrial activity related to this project result in a significant increase or decrease in air emissions? 
              Does the proposed action conform to State Implementation Plans? 
                          Water Quality 
              Will the project result in wastewater or other pollutants being discharged into any body of water? 
              Will the project require a discharge permit? 
              Will contaminated water runoff from the construction site be allowed to enter storm sewers? 
              Will the temperature of the surrounding water be raised by discharges resulting from construction?  
              Is there potential for an accidental release of oil or any hazardous or toxic material into the storm sewer? 
                          Wetlands/Wildlife/Farmlands 
              Will the project result in the loss of any wetlands or farms? 
              Is the project likely to impact on any rare or endangered species? 
 

Other 
YES  NO  N/A    Transportation 

              Will the project involve a significant increase in vehicle traffic on local streets or highways during 
construction?   

               Will the project require re-routing of traffic? 
                           Historic 

               Is the project site located in an area of archeological, cultural or historical significance? 
               Will the archeological or historical site or structure be altered by the project? 
               Is the structure eligible for listing with the National Register of Historic Places? 

                           Noise 
               Will construction significantly increase ambient noise levels? 
               Will operations following the completion of the project significantly increase ambient noise levels? 
               Will construction or operations include equipment with unusual noise characteristics? 

                           Economic 
               Will the project result in a significant increase in the local community population?  
               Is there a shortage of support facilities (hospitals, schools, shopping centers)? 
              Will the project result in an increased load on utilities (sewage, water, electric)? 
              Will the project have a significant effect on the economic activity of the area? 

                          Health & Safety  
              Will the public be exposed to hazardous areas? 
              Will the project require the storage, treatment, handling or disposal of hazardous waste? 
              Will the project require the use of explosives? 
              Will the storage of fuel be required? 
              Will the construction or operation result in significant safety risks for employees or the public? 

                          Land Use 
              Is the proposed use of the project site inconsistent with land use in the area? 
              Does the project conflict with local zoning ordnances? 
              Will the project require the relocation of private residences or business? 
              Is the proposed architecture inconsistent with the surrounding architecture or landscape?   

 
Impacts 

None    Potential  Potential  
             Minor       Significant 

                                   Air Quality 
                                   Water Quality 
                                   Wetland/Wildlife/Farms 
                                   Transportation 

 

None    Potential  Potential  
             Minor       Significant 

                                    Ambient Noise 
                                    Economic 
                                    Health & Safety 
                                    Land Use 

Mitigating Factors 
 
The new generators are installed to act as back up in the event of a fire or electrical outage.  The generators will replace an 
existing generator and will run more efficiently.   They will require clean air construction and operating permits from the 
District of Columbia Department of the Environment.  The replacement generators will be larger than the existing ones, 
however, they will be more efficient and the routine maintenance test runs will be shorter.  This will not have any significant 
impacts on the environment. 
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