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Timeline: Major Milestones 
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Group 1 Rulemakings and Other Actions 
(60-Day and Under Effective Dates) (a.k.a. G1 Rulemakings) 

Date of Enactment 

(September 16, 2011) 

10 Days After  

Date of Enactment 

 (September 26, 2011) 

October 1, 2011 

60 Days After Date of 

Enactment 

 (November 15, 2011) 

• Inter partes reexamination threshold 

and termination 

 

• Tax strategies are deemed within the 

prior art 

 

• Best mode 

 

• Human organism prohibition 

 

• Venue change from DDC to EDVA for 

suits brought under 35 U.S.C.  

§§ 32, 145, 146, 154 (b)(4)(A), and 

293 

 

• OED Statute of Limitations  

 

• Fee Setting Authority (effective after 

rulemaking) 

 

• Establishment of micro-entity 

(effective after rulemaking) 

• Prioritized 

examination 

 

• 15% transition 

surcharge  

Reserve fund 

 

Electronic filing 

incentive 
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Group 2 Rulemakings 
(12-Month Effective Date, i.e., September 16, 2012) (a.k.a. G2 Rulemakings) 

• Inventor’s oath/declaration  

 

• Third party submission of prior art for patent application 

 

• Supplemental examination 

 

• Citation of prior art in a patent file 

 

• Priority examination for important technologies 

 

• Inter partes review 

 

• Post grant review 

 

• Transitional program for covered business method patents 
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Group 3 Rulemakings and Other Actions 
(18-Month Effective Date, i.e., March 16, 2013) (a.k.a. G3 Rulemakings) 

• First-Inventor-to-File 

 

• Derivation proceedings 

 

• Repeal of Statutory Invention Registration 
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Studies: USPTO as Lead Agency 

Study Topic 
Due Date from 

Enactment 

International Patent Protection  

for Small Businesses 

4 months 

Prior User Rights 4 months 

Genetic Testing 9 months 

Misconduct Before the Office Every 2 years 

Satellite Offices 3 years 

Virtual Marking 3 years  

Implementation of AIA 4 years 
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AIA Micro-Site 
http://www.uspto.gov/americainventsact 
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AIA Micro-Site: Comments 
aia_implementation@uspto.gov 
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Public Comments 
(As of October 19, 2011) 
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USPTO Outreach on AIA 

Audience 
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All 
7% 

Caribbean 
Island 

7% 

Great Lakes 
21% 

International 
4% 

Mid-Atlantic 
39% 

Northeast 
7% 

Pacific 
7% 

Southeast 
4% 

Southwest 
4% 

Region 

Bar 
Association 

64% 
Government 

4% 

Law School 
25% 

Technology 
Transfer 

7% 
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