
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 96TH AIR BASE WING (AFMC) 

EGLlN AIR FORCE BASE FLORIDA 

Mr. Stephen M. Seiber 
96th CEGICEVSN 
501 DeLeon Street, Suite 101 
Eglin AFB FL 32542-5133 

Shane Guan 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Office of Protected Resources 
Permits, Conservation and Education Division 
13 15 East-West Highway 
SSMC-3, Room 13756 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Mr. Guan: 

This letter is being submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Society (NMFS) to request 
an Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA) associated with the Eglin Air Force Base Santa 
Rosa Island (SRI) Mission Utilization Plan. Compliance with respect to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972 will he accomplished by securing another mA. 

This project received an IHA on 11 December 2006 for training operations involving 
major surf zone exercises on SRI such as underwater detonations in shallow water that are used 
to clear mines and other obstacles. Initially, a 5-year Letter of Authorization (LOA) was 
requested due to the longevity of the proposed actions, but an IHA was issued instead to allow 
the mission to occur. That particular IHA will expire on 10 December 2007 and the Air Force 
would like to request another IHA until rule making can proceed for a 5-year LOA. This IHA 
request should include the same mission and mitigation requirements as indicated in the 11 
Decemher 2006 IHA. Attached is the MA from December 2006 issued to Eglin AFB and a copy 
of the original application (November 2005) for the request of a LOA which includes applicable 
take tables. 

The NMFS will be notified immediately if any of the actions considered in this proposed 
action are modified. Any modifications or conditions resulting from consultation or permitting 
with the NMFS will be implemented prior to commencement of activities. The Natural 
Resources Section believes this fulfills all requirements for the permitting process to proceed. IF 
you have any questions regarding this letter or any of the proposed activities, please do not 
hesitate to contact either Mr. Bob Miller (850-883-1 153) or myself at (850) 882-8391. 

chi& Natural ~esources Section 



Attachments: 

1. SRI IHA from December 2006 
2. Original request for LOA from November 2005 



Mr. Stcphen M. Seiber 
Chicf, Natural Rcsrturces Section 
501 De Leon Street, Suite 101 
i-giin AFB, F?oriii:i 32512-5 133 

'9 

t-ncioszii i s  an Incidental 1iar;l:;sn;ment A;ilhorizatioi~ ('HA) issued to the U.S. Air Force Eglin Air 
Force Bast (Fglin AFB) under the authority of Section 1 D l  ja)(5)(D) of the Cfariiie hifamnai 
Protection Act (16 1J.S.C. 1361 ei sty), to lake by Level B harassment of bottlenose dolphins 
(i"~irrio~~s ivz~ncururj and Arlrinlic spotted dolphins (SteneflufiorirtrIis)~ incidental to conducting surf 
Lone testindtraining md mphibious vehicic training m d  .weapons testing cm Eglin'i; Santa Rosa 
Islaiid property, inci~~ding ?he shoreiine of the Gulf of Mexico, Florida. 

ULINITED OTAT?5B =&PARTMEW BF CDMMBWCIB 
Neelonsl Oossnlc m n d  Amosphrric Admlnl-tmtfcn 
%:AT:OP<,+.. ++;hPt&E FeSbnERIES SEO\;?Ct 
l i r a -  sari-y, Mi; A29 7 3  

Eglin AFR is required to cori~ply with the conditions cont:iined in  tlir iHA. In addition, you must 
cooperate with my fcdcrai, stare or local agency authorized to rrionitor tile impacts of your 
activiiies, and subn~it :t report to i'nc National Mzrittc Fisheries S~.i-vice's (YMFS) Office o f  
Piotectcd RSC,~~TCCS mri the Scrrtbeasr Regional O f i c e  within 00 ~iajrs aRcr the expiration of this 
IiJ!\. 

'3-" ,~,*.,. ui:r I s  >,:o 

Please note that this I f i l l  i s  not valitl until our office receives the signet! copy of the enclc~srci 
signauire page. Yoti may submit the copy by facsimile to 30 1-427-252 1 and send the original 
s ig~~t i r rc  pric by maii. l i  you have any yilestioi~s ct)nccrning the l f i h  or iis recjt~iremen:nts, pie;se 
~;i~lit:rci %;me fiiiait. Office of Protected R-CSO~ITC~S, NMI-'S, it1 (301 ) 713-2299, ext 137. 

I 
i,.. j 

i 
! Jamc.; tf. i.ecky, Director i 

Oficc orProtcctzd Kcsuurces 



NA'TiOKAL iWARtNE FlSFiERiES SERVICE 

The i:,S. Air Force Eglin Air Force Base [Eglin AFB). Flaricia 12542 is hereby auihorizt-d ui~dcr 
section liti(a)(j)(D) of the Maine iWammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 137l(a)(5j(D)) and 50 CFK 
216.107 to iake, by Level B hxassment only, bottlenose and i\tIrintic spotted dolphins inciiletlta! to 
coniiircting surf LQI'~ testi~lw'traiiling a11d amphibious vehicle trainiilg and weapons testing 01% 

Egiin's Simta Rasa fsfanii property, contingent ~ipoii the following coniiitioils: 

1 .  This i\uthoriz;lrion is valid from December 1 I .  2006, through December 10. 2007 

2. This Aathorizntion is valid only for activities associated with conducting I stlrfzone 
tcstirigitraining exercise, scveral amphibious vehicle tr:~iiling: arid 1 live fire weapons 
i.:sting on Eglin's Santa Rosa island property off the coast of Florida, including the 
rlioreiinc c f t i ~ c  i;ull'oiCle.~ico (C,f)?Aj, ;IS specified in  the Eglio itFB's Nitvcmhcr 20. 
2005, rcqucst. 

(aj  The taking, by ii~ciiiel?tal Lcvei B harnssment only, i s  i in i i ie i i  to the speeics listed u;~i!cr 
Condition 3jb) hetow. The raking by seriu\~s injrrry or death oftbese species is prohihilei1 
:t:id may result in the inotiiticiitioii, suspcrrsion. or revocation of this Authorization. 

(b) Thc species :jutilorized for takings by iiicidenral ilarassnleni are bottlenose ilolp!~ins 
(Ttir,riops rntncuitr.~) anii At13niie spoctetl iiolphiri:; iStrrrei!iz.fii>,rtaiii). 

(cj 'Tile thing i ~ f a r i y  rn:i~ile rn~unn~ai in  a rrlanner prohibited uiider ihii Aritl~ori~ation 
must be rept>r!cti within 4g hoiiis to the Dirrctor, Southeast Rcgioiial Office, Tationai 
'Clarinc Fisheries Sewice, Teicpllonc 717-824-55 17 and the Director, Office of Proteetllii 
Xesources; National tfaririe Fishcries Service, 'Tzlzplione 301-713-2332. 

4, The holder o f  this Authorization is reqriired lo cooperate wi?h tho Naiitrnal hfarine Fisheries 
Scrvicc mi! :my other Federal, slalc, or loeal agcncy legally authorized to rrionitor the 
impacts oTt11e activity on marine inarr~inriis. The holder must norib Shane (itlan ofttic 
Oflicc oi'Protectcti Resoorces, Natioaal Marine Fisl~eries Service (301-71 3-22893 at least 
31 hours prior to srartir!g :~ciiviiies fiinless censiraineti by the dare ol'issuance ofthis 
.A!ilhorization). 



The holder of this :\uthorization inust follow the conditions listed below when contlucting surf 
zone tcsring'irainii~g and iunphibioiis vchiclc training and weapoiis testing: 

! i f  Tile siirfzone testingtraining mission sliall only be coiicluctctt uncier daylight 
condirions of suitable visibiiity and Beaiifart sea state 3 or less. The surf zone 
~csting'training shall be cc!ridncted no inore thirn oi~ce per year. slarting iron1 rhe daie 
irlren tixis IMA becnmcs efkctivo. 

( i i j  Operations involving live fire icstindwaining sl~all only bc ctinducted with. sea 
surtice coiidiiions o f  sen state 3 or less, and be conducted i?o inore than &vice per 
year, starting from the dare when this IHt\ becomcs ctTcctive. 

(1)  Siri-t'zoi~e testingtraiaing sakty zones shall be eslablished prior ro initiation of 
the mission xtivitics. f11c size of the s:ifety zones shall correspond to the Zone of 
ii?flucr:ce {ZOi) for Level B behavior harassment (171, dB i:3 octave sound pressure 
level), depending on the specific rcst system. The radii of sare!]; zones for four or' 
the test systems are lisrcii beiow: 

'rest S V S ~ C - ~  Safety Zone Radii 

SAt3Rti 232 ib NEW 1.430 m (4,724 tt) 

MK-5 %ICS 1.7511 ib XEW 2.299 m (7,543 iij 

DET' 130 ib 1,252 m (4,108 ll) 

h,lK-82 ARIWU 1,372 1h 2,207 m (7,211 itj 

(ii) For surf zone tcstiiidirairiiiig, ZOI monitoring shall he coiiducted using a 
helicopter and smiili boat(sj prior to mai afier the op-rations; fix othcr operalions 
during daytime missions, the proposed action area shall be sun*eyed for n~arirts 
manlmals using small boaris) prior to ;?id after the operations. Detailed outline of 
rnoriitoring proccdurcs are listed rintlcr Condition i ( r )  "tvfi,~imri~~%" be!oiv. 

(if The holder of this Aiithorization niust trail1 pcrsorlriei to coiiduet aerial survcys 
li;r protected species. 'The aerial suwc:j:monitoring team shall consist of an 
obscner and a pilot ijrniliar with flying trarisect patterns. 



(iij i"ne aerial marine nllirnmai observer must be eupcriencsd in n~ai-iartne mainma1 
iizrvzying and Re famiiicu wid, spccics that !nay ocei:r in  the area. The observer 
sl~all be responsible for relaying the iocation (latitude and Iongit~de)~ the species of 
rnaine miimmiil if knoiv:~, md the nuinber of animals si&?eti. 

(~iiij The aerial and shipboard monitoring team must have proper lines of 
comrniinication to avoid cornrniirtication deficiencies. Observers n~iist have direct 
radio commoiiicatioi~ with the Lead Scientist. 

jiv) 'The Lead Scicntist must review the range conditions and recommend a Gt>lNo- 
i;o decision re rile Oflicer in l'actical Curnnzm~d, who makes the final GolXo-Go 
decision. 

[v)  The holder oi'this ituriionzatiott miist k>ilorv tile stepwise pre-i~lission 
monitoring procecinres listed below ibr surf zone missions: 

(A) One lioiir Prior to Mission: 
Approximately one i101,ir prior io  ti le mission, or at daybreak, the appropri~tte 
vcssei(s) niust be on-site near the location of tile carliest planntui rrlission 
point. Pcrsonnol c;nboard the vessel must assess the stiitahi!ity of the tesi 
sire, baed  on visuai observation of ntarine rnanirnds imd sea turtles. h i s  
infunnation shall hi: relayed to the Lead Scicntist. 

(2 )  1:iilcen :vlii~iitcs Piicir to blission: 
Acriai rnuniio~-ing silail corriilietlcc at the test site 15 ml~tutes prior to the start 
oithe mission. 'I'he entire Z01 skiall be suwcyed by ilying transects ihrough 
the area. Shipboard personnet rniist iilso zr~onilor tile area as available. 1\11 
m:uine n ~ m ~ r n a l  siylttings must be reporreti to the 1.eeil Scienrist, who shall 
CII~LT aII pertinent data into a sighting database. 

(3 j C;oiNo-Go Lfccision Process 
The Lead Scientist must rccorti sightings and bearing for a! I protected 
?.pecies dcrected. This shail depict aniirlai sighiinys relative to the mission 
arc-a. Tr,e Lead Scientist shaii have the authority to  declare the range fiiuleti 
a id  rccomrnzt~d a hold irntil moniiori~~y indicaics rkar tlic ZOI is a11d will 
remain cicar oidctcctabIc aninirtfs. 

(vi) 'The mission must he j~oslpoiicd if arty marine mamma! or sea irirlle is visually 
deiecttd within :he ZOI h r  Level R behavioral hitrassmenr. The delay must 
iontii~iie until i11c marine inm~na l  or sea turtle is contim!cd to be outside ?he ZGi 
f i r  Level R behavioral harassment. 

(viij Post-mission monitoring sitail comnience immediately foliolnving surf zone 
detotiatioil anti continue for 15 minutes by a Ilelicopter flyirig tiansects in the :ire;! 
ikote ihc tleturiation, concentrating on the area iinvin ciinefit ofthe test site, 



(viii) 'The tnonitonng teain must attempt to docun~cnt any marine mammals or sea 
tilitlcs that were fouild dead or injured after the detonation, and, if practicable, 
recover and examine any dead animals. The species. a~itliber, location, and behwior 
of any animals obsersed by the observation teams must be ctocutnented and reported 
to the 1.eaci Scientist. 

(ix) Post-mission moni:oring activities shall t~lso include coarciination with rnarine 
:iiiiniai svandit~g nel'vorks. 

i:i) The kolafcr of illis Authorizatioi~ must report its activities covc& under this INA on m 
:innual basis, Zhis annual rcport rllust incliide marine n~anixnal and sea ttirtte observations 
arid any impacts to ilrcse animiils resulted Ltom the surf zone and m~phibious vehicle and 
*weapon testing'training activities. 

{b) Thc report shall be submitred to tlre NMFS Southeast Regional Office and to the Office 
olProtected Resotirces tviti~in 30 days of the expiration or  this IT-.lil. 

(c) It'imy tnariiie nlamnlal or sea turtle is observed or detected to be tieceased prior to 
testing. or injured or kitled du~ing live fire, a report rnust be made to the NMFS by tl~c 
foilowing hrisiness day. 

(d) Any uiiautliori~ed lakes of marine rnam~~~iiis (i.e., serious injury or mofialiry) must be 
itnmetiiately report& to the NMFS reprcscnt;ttive and to tile respective strailding network 
represenlaiivr. 

7 . it copy of  i l l is  Authorizatiori must be in the possession of each observer or group operating 
imdcr the aulliorily of this L i f i l .  

8. 'The hoidcr ofthis Auti~oriiatioii, in signing this lF1,4, i ~ i u  zacceptcd arid will cotnply with the 
i~rouisio:?s of this IiIA. 



9 .  Penalties and Pt'rn~it Sarieliog~ 
i \ ~ ~ y  person who violates any provision of this IMA is subject to civii arid crirrtinal penalties, 
pemtit sanctions, and forkitwe :is authorized under the MMPA. 

-r .- p ' .- 
,lh 

James It. i..eckf 
Ilireeror 
0i'iii.e c>f'i)rotccted Rcsoilrces 
".'aticii~al Marine Fisheries Scwice 

< .., __- r ~ 1 4 , . 2 ~ - ~  J . .. -~.- - . 
Date 

~hI"ef ;  Saturn1 ilesources Section 
ILS, Air Force Egiiit Air Force Base 



DEPARTMENT OF T H E  AIR FORCE 

H E A D Q U A R T E R S  9 6 T H  AIR BASE WING (AFMCI 
E G L l N  AIR FORCE B A S E  FLORIDA 

Mr. Stephen 51. Seiber 
Chief, Natural Resources Section 
501 De Leon Street, Suite 101 
Eglrn AFR FL 32542-5133 

Mr. Steve Leathery 
Office of Protected Resources 
National Marine Fisheries Service (.NlvfFS) 
13 15 East-West Highway 
Silver Spnng MD 20910-3226 

. Dear hfr. Leathery 

The following information is being submitted to support a Request for a "Letter of 
Audlorization" (LOA) tmder Section 101 ja)(jj(D) of the Marine hlammal Protection Act of 
1972, as amended for incidental harassment of marine mamnals. This take authorization request 
is made in aipport of Eglin's proposed actions in the Santa Rosa Island (SRI) Mission Utilization 
Plan for the Department of Defense (Doll), Department of the Air Force, Eglin Air Force Base 
(AFB?. Eglin AFB has completed fornial consultation with the NMFS South East Regional 
Office to fulfill requiremans under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. An 
i.lectronic copy of the SRI 1,fission Utilization Plan Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
(PEA), SRI Biolol_eical Assessnient (BA) and Biological Opinion (BO) has also been included as 
an attachment for your review. Egiin AFB proposes to utilize portions of SRI for new testing 
curd training exercises, as well as continue currently existing land uses at the base. The surf zone 
test and training activities, in particular surf zone detonations, have been found to be the only 
activiries that may be impactive to maine mrunmals in the SRI Missiorl Gtilization Plan PEA. 

With this submittal, Egliii AFB requests a LOA for the incidental taking, hut not 
intentional taking (in the form of noise-related harassineni), of small numbers of marine 
mammals by the programmatic n~ission acti~ities within the Eglin SRI Region of Influence over 
rile next fivc years, as permitted by the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 19772, as amended. 
Because in-place mi~igations ;~ou ld  clear the area of m y  marine niamn~als before detonations 
occurred, it is anticipated that no federally protected marine animal takts would result in the 
form ufmortality, injury, or I..evel A harassment. However. an LOA is being requested versus 
an incidental har~ssment autflorization due to the longevity of the proposed actions. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service will be notified immediately if any of the 
considered actions are further modified or if additional information on inarine manma1 species 
becomes available, Llue to tile extended time period for large consulrations and the strict 
timefrainc offhis important DoD testing, Eglin AFB requests a timely consultation process of 
less rhan six months (May 2006). 



If you have airy questions regarding this letter or ,ally of tlre proposed activities or 
analyses, please do not hesitate to contact either Mr. Bob Miller or myself at (850) 852-4164. 

Sincerely 
/ 

4 iltiachments: 
I .  SKI Requcst for I..OA, Xovcrnbsr 1005 
2. SRI R.4, March 2005 (CD) 
3. SKI BO, October 2005 (CD) 
4. SRt Draft-Final PEA November ZOOS (CD) 

cc: 
Roy E. Crabtree, Ph.D 


