
1r. tephen M. . iber 
Chief. . atural Resources ranch 
A ; ClEM N 
501 DeLeon Strc l, Su ile 10 1 

I . 

Eglin Air Force Base, FI rid' 325-1-2-5133 

Dear Mr. S iber: 

UNIT 0 STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
N-.tllonal Ocsanlc and Atmc.phsrlc Admlnlstratlcn 
N ATION.AL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Silver Spring, M O 2091 0 

SEP 2 6 2011 

Enc1 s di an Incid ntal I farassme t uth rizution ( It .) issued to Eglin ir Force Base ( g lin 
AFB). pursu' ol to Section 1 1(a)(5)(D) o1'lh" Marine Mammal Prot clion Act ( 1 ~.S,c. 13( 1 
el sel,.) , to take marin mammal' b} Level H ar~ ment im:identaJ to conductin::, ir-lo-Surface 
Gunner l;, 'erciscs in Eglin I\FB's 'ulf l '1 and raining Range. Eg li n B is required to 
c mp l ith the conditions contained in tbe TI lA. In ddd ili m, Egli n AFB must submit a dra ft 
report to th National Marin fi.,heri · S rviCt; '~ NMJ S) Office of Protected R source ithin 
90 days after c mpletion of the \ ork authorized herei . Al nu with ther mi ti gati n measu re. 1 

b~ incorporated, th 1 r quir :s monit ring f r the pr s nee and beha ior of marine mammal 
and an analy i f the ffecliv ne or lhc s nsor-ba monitoring for detecting marine 
mammal in the ar~a of Eglin FB' uir- to- 'ur1ace gtmn('ry op rati n . 

If ou have any lluestions concerning the ]J IA or it ' reqLlir~ments , leas c ntact Brian Hopp r, 
MP " Offi ce of Protected R ourc s, at ( Ol ) 4:2 7- 401. 

inccrely. 

! Resource 

Enclo ure 

* Pnnted on Recycled Paper 



UNI1rED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Nalllonal Oceanic and Atmoepherlc AdminIstration 
NATICJNAL M A R INE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Silver' Sprin g , MD 2091 0 

Incidental Harassment uthorizaUon 

The ConU11anding Ofti cr, Eglin. Air Force Base. Florida 32542-5 13 3 i bel' by authorized unJer 
section 10 1(a)(5)(0 ) oflhe Marine Mummal Pr lecti n ct (16 O.S.c. 1371 (a)(5)(D)) and 50 
eFR 2 l6.1 07 to lake marine mammal by L ~vel B hara<;sment incidental to condu ting 
air-to-surlace gunnery e,'ercises within the Eg lin GulfTe"t and Train il gRange (EGTTR), 
contingent upon the following c nditions: 

1. Till Auth rization is valid from September 26, 201 1 through Sept mber 25,201 2. 

2. This Authorizalion i,' va lid on1) for act ivihe associat d with air-to-surface gunnery 
ex rcises utilizing gllnnery rounds of2S-mm (0.98 inJ, 40-mm (1.5 7 in). 1 OS-mm (4.13 in, 
Full -Up, and 105-mm (4 .13 in) Trai ing ollnd containing, O.0662 lb (1. 1 oz 30 g). 0.8 )5 (13 8 
oz, 392 g). 4.7 lbs (2.1 kg): and 0.35 Ib (0.1 6 k~) of e 'pl ")sive, respectively, 

3(a), Th incidental taking, by Level R harassment nly. is limited to : dwarf ~penn 
whale (Kogia simus); pygmy sp ml ",hale (K. breviceps)" Atl ' ntic bottlenose dolphin (Tllr, iops 
rrunc(1 tus) ; Allantic spotted do lphin (. teneflap'ontalis); I antropical spotted dolphin (8 
attenuafa); and spinner dolplrin ( '. IOl1giroMri \'). 

(b) The taking b inj ury or death 0'-- lh se species_ the taking of these specics in vi ali on 
of Ule conditi ns of this Incidental Harassm nt AUlhorization, or the taking by harassment illJ ury 
or death of any other speci o ' marine mammal is pr hibi ted and may result in th modification. 
suspension or revocation f this uth oriLati on. 

4. Mi igation. 

The activity d scribed in condition :2 ofthi s Auth tization mu t be conducted in a manner 
that mini.rniz s, to the greatest ext~nt practicable, adverse impacts on marine mammals and their 
habitat. When cond u ting t.his activity. the following mltigati n measures must be undertaken: 

(a) If daytime weather and/ r ea conditions pre vlude adequate aerial surveillance rOJ" 

d tecti ng marine m mmal s and other marine lif , air- t~-surface gunnery exercises m ust be 
del ayed until adequat sea conditions exi t for aerial surveil lance to be undertaken. 0 ytime 
ai r-to-surface gunne exerci e_ wil l be conduct d only when se urface conditions do 11 t 
exceed Bea fo rl sea state 4 (i ,e. , wind speed 13-18 mph (1 1- 16 knots): wave height 1 m (3.311)), 
the visibil ity is 5.6 km (3 run) or greater, and the c i li ng is 305 m (l .OOO ft) or greater. 
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(b)  The aircrews of the air-to-surface gunnery missions will initiate location and 
surveillance of a suitable firing site immediately after exiting U.S. territorial waters (> 12 nm).   
 

(c)  Prior to each firing event, the aircraft crew will conduct a visual and/or instrument 
survey of the 5-nm (9.3-km) wide prospective target area to locate any marine mammals that may 
be present.   
 

(i)  The AC-130 gunship will conduct at least two complete orbits at a minimum 
safe airspeed around a prospective target area at an altitude of approximately 6,000 ft (1,829 m). 
 

(ii)  If marine mammals are not detected, the AC-130 can then continue orbiting 
the selected target point as it climbs to the mission testing altitude.  
 

(iii)  During the low altitude orbits and the climb to testing altitude, aircraft crew 
will scan the sea surface within the aircraft's orbit circle for the presence of marine mammals.  
 

(iv)  The AC-130's optical and electronic sensors must be employed for target 
detection, especially at night when visibility will be poor.   
 

(v)  If any marine mammals are detected within the AC-130's orbit circle, either 
during initial clearance or after commencement of live firing, the mission will be immediately 
halted and relocated as necessary or suspended until the marine mammal has left the area.  If 
relocated to another target area, the clearance procedures described in condition 4(c)(i) must be 
repeated.   
 

(vi)  If multiple firing events occur within the same flight, these clearance 
procedures must precede each event.  
 

(d)  If no marine mammals are detected, gunnery exercises may begin with the 
deployment of MK-25 flares into the center of the designated 5-nm target area. 
 

(e)  Ramp-up air-to-surface gunnery firing activities by beginning either with calibration 
testing or with the round having least impact on marine life.  
 

(f) Air-to-surface gunnery exercises conducted after sunset must use the 105-mm training 
round instead of the 105-mm full up round. 
 

(g)  Aircrews will utilize onboard electronic sensors to search for marine mammals while 
performing area clearance procedures during night-time pre-mission activities.  
 

(h)  If post-detonation surveys determine that an injury or lethal take of a marine mammal 
has occurred, the test procedure and the monitoring methods must be reviewed with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service and appropriate changes must be made, prior to conducting the next air-
to-surface gunnery exercise. 
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5.  Monitoring. 
 

(a)  The holder of this Authorization is required to cooperate with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and any other Federal, state or local agency monitoring the impacts of the 
activity on marine mammals.  
 

(b)  Aircrews will initiate the post-mission clearance procedures beginning at the 
operational altitude of approximately 15,000 to 20,000 ft (4572 to 6096 m) elevation, and then 
initiate a spiraling descent down to an observation altitude of approximately 6,000 ft (1,829 m) 
elevation.  Rates of descent will occur over a 3- to 5-minute time frame. 

 
(c) The holder of this Authorization will track their use of the EGTTR for test firing 

missions and marine mammal observations, through the use of mission reporting forms. 
 

(d)  Air-to-surface gunnery exercises will coordinate with future flight activities to 
provide supplemental post-mission observations of marine mammals in the operations area of the 
exercise.  

 
(e)  If any dead or injured marine mammals are observed or detected prior to testing or 

injured or killed during live fire, a report must be made to the National Marine Fisheries Service 
by the following business day. 
 

(f)  Any unauthorized impacts on marine mammals must be immediately reported to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and to the respective stranding network representative.  
 

(g)  The holder of this Authorization will closely coordinate air-to-surface gunnery 
missions with marine animal stranding networks.  
 

(h)  The monitoring team will document any marine mammals that were killed or injured 
as a result of the test and, if practicable, recover and examine any dead animals.   

 
(i)  Activities related to the monitoring described in this Authorization, including the 

retention of marine mammals, do not require a separate scientific research permit issued under 
section 104 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 
 

6.  Reporting. 
 

(a)  An annual report of marine mammal observations and air-to-surface gunnery 
activities must be submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Southeast Regional 
Office and Office of Protected Resources at the time of a request for renewal of this 
Authorization or 90 days after expiration of this Authorization if a new authorization will not be 
requested.  This annual report must include the following information: 
 

(i)  Date and time of each air-to-surface gunnery exercise; 



(ii) A complete de 'criptiol1 of the pre-e:ercise and post-exercise acti vities 
re lated to m iti gating anc1monitoring the effects of air-[O-. urfaee gunnery xerciscs on marine 
mammal populations; 

(iii) esul ts of the moniloring pr gram, inciudjng num bers by sp ies/c;tock of 
any marine mammals noted inj ured or killed as a result of the gUIlnery exercises and nLUnbCT of 
marine mammals (by spe ies iCp sible) 111m may ba t~ b en harassed dLlC to presence \ ithin the 
S-nm aetivity zone; and 

(iv) Ad tetiled assessment oftbe effec iveness of sensor-based monitoring in 
detecting marine mammals in the area of air-to-surfaee gunnery op rations. 

(b) The draft r pott wi ll be subject to review and comment by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. ny recommendations made by the N 'ltional Marine Fisher ies Service must 
be addressed in the 110a1 report prior t acceptance by til ational Marine Fisheries Service. 
The draft report will be considered the fLnal report for this acti ity under this Authori zation if the 
N ational M arine F isherie~ Service has not provided c mm nL and recommendations within 90 
days of receipt of tht draft report. 

7. Additiona l Conditions: 

(a) The air-to-sur£ace gunnery mission ai rcrew will participate in the marine manU11al 
species observation training. Designated crew members riU be sel cted to receive training as 
protected species obseJ ers . Observers will receive training in protected species survey and 
identification techniques through a National Marine Fisheries Service-approved training 
program. 

(b) The holder of this Authorization must inlorm the Director OHice of Protected 
Resomces. National Manne F isheries Sen ice. (301 -427-8400) or designee (301 -427-840]) plior 
to the initiation of any chcUlges to the monitoring plan 1I)r a pecified mission activity . 

(c) A copy of this A uthorizati n must be in the possession of each aircrat1 operating 
under the authori ty of thi3 r ncidental Harassment Authorization 

(d) Failure to abide by the Terms and Conditi( n,' contained in t is Ineidental Harassment 
Authorization rna~ result ill a moditication , sw;pensi('Il or revocation of the Authorizatjon . 

_~~\\,~~\,c 
James H. Lecky 
Director 
Oftice of Protected Resources 
National Marine Fisheries ervice 

'21 L I -=il~ 
Date • 
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