T 0 ~ RECOMMENDATIONS ~ ! ! £ DT

The National Transportation Safety Board concurs in the need for
early enactment of Federal legislation to require commercial vessels
operating on the navigable waters of the United States to have the
capability of volce bridge-to-bridge radio communications, on & common
navigational safety frequency, as proposed by H.R. 6971 and S. 1240.

The Board has also supported the need for enactment of Federal legislation
requiring the licensing of ail persons in charge of the navigation of
towing vessels by the Coast Guard (H.R. 13987).

The Safety Board also recommends that: -

1. The Coast Guard, Army Corps of Engineers, and Coast and
Geodetic Survey consider: including in the Coast Pilot or
other appropriate navigational guide, information for the L_-
,Q? inland waterways on the "points and bends" custom and its '
P effect on 33 U.5.C. 203 (Rule I) and 33 U.S.C. 210 (Article 25),

\d the narrow channel rule, and other navigational information
useful in navigating these waters; and the need for clarification s
of these rules in the proposed "United States Nautical Rules"
(K.R. 2143},

). The Coast Guard consider amending the repulations for
) , carzo vessels to require manually operable air ports not
of 4/ less than 16 inches in diameter, or kickout panels, to provide
*§ﬁ §" an additional means of escape from berthing compartments located
above the main deck, (This recommendation was previously made for
rank vessels in the GULFSTAG report dated May 29, 1968.) |

,,10’645 3. The Coast Guard study the need for fire-resistant lifeboat
¢ o~ and inflatable liferaft covers, and fire hoses.

@ . 4. The Coast Guard consider regulations requiring that hazardous
Gﬁ'carg manifests be located in specified and accessible locations
?h on all cargo vessels,
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