
The Nat ional  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board concurs i n  t h e  need f o r  
e a r l y  enactment of Fede ra l  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  r e q u i r e  c:ommercial v e s s e l s  
o p e r a t i n g  on t h e  nav igab le  w a t e r s  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  have t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  of v o i c e  b r idge - to -b r idge  r a d i o  communications, on a c o m o n  
nav iga t i , ona l  s a f e t y  frequency, a s  proposed by H.R. 6971 and S. 1240. 
The Board has  a l s o  supported t h e  need f o r  enactment of F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  of a l l  pe r sons  i n  charge of the n a v i g a t i o n  of 
towing v e s s e l s  by t h e  Coast Guard ( H . R .  13987). 

The  S a f e t y  Board a l s o  recosmends t h a t :  " 

1. The Coast Guard, Army Corps of Engineers ,  and Coast and 
Gfodet ic  Survey cons ide r :  i n c l u d i n g  i n  t h e  Coast P i l o t  o r  
o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  n a v i g a t i o n a l  gu ide ,  i n fo rma t ion  f o r  t h e  
i n l a n d  waterways on t h e  " p o i n t s  and bends'' c u s t o s  and i t s  
eEEect on 33 U.S.C. 203 (Rule I )  and 33 1J.S.C. 210 ( A r t i c l e  2 5 ) ,  
t h e  narrow channel rule ,  and o t h e r  n a v i g a t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  
u s e f u l  i n  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e s e  w a t e r s ;  and t h e  need f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  
of these rules i n  t h e  proposed " U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Nau t i ca l  Rules" 
( H . R .  214). 

2 .  The Coast Guard cons ide r  amending the r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  

o/ cj'/ l e s s  than 16 i n c h e s  i n  d i ame te r ,  o r  k i ckou t  p a n e l s ,  t o  p rov ide  
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3, , ca rgo  vessels t o  r e q u i r e  manually o p e r a b l e  a i r  p o r t s  n o t  

A 9 an a d d i t i o n a l  means of escape from b e r t h i n g  compartments l o c a t e d  
above t h e  main deck. (This recommendation was p r e v i o u s l y  made for 
tank vessels i n  the GULFSTAG r e p o r t  da t ed  May 29, 1968.) 4 
3. 
and i n f l a t a b l e  l i f e r a f t  cove r s ,  and f i r e  hoses.  
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T h e  Coast Guard s t u d y  t h e  need f o r  f i r e - r e s i s t a n t  l i f e b o a t  
p' I'r 

k$ , 4 .  The Coast Guard cons ide r  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  hazardous 
.oo' C* cargo m a n i f e s t s  be l o c a t e d  i n  s p e c i f i e d  and accessib1.e l o c a t i o n s  P' C' on a1.1 ca rgo  v e s s e l s .  

B Y  THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD,: 
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