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THE BUILDING HEIGHT ACT OF 1899
(30 Stat. 922)

March 1, 1099, ONAP. 322.—An Aot To regulate the height of bulldings in the District of Co-
14

lumbia. i

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represomtatives of the United 1
Distrie(of Colmmbin. States of Amerion in assembled, That from and after the date
jpiclght of batldings of the ;{mde of this Act no combustible or nonfireproof building
intended to be used or oocupied as s residence or as an apartment bouse
or hotel in the District of Columbis shall be erected to s height of
more than five stories or raised to s beight exceeding sixty feet above
- the sidewalk, the measurement to be ¢ as hereinafter prescribed.
—of Lusiners hwases.  BEC. 2. That buildings intevded for business purposes solely may be
erected to & beight of seventy-five feet withoat being of fireproof con.
struction. ’ .

Rulblings brresnier B0, 3. That sll buildings, except churches, hereafter erected or
s mdtobetirnpreel jiared to exceed seveuty-five feet in height sbhall be fireproof or non-
combustible and of such materials throughout as may be prescribed
by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. Charches must be
gf fireproof construction up to and includiug the main or suditorinm

oor. o

8x0. 4. That no baflding shall be erected or altered on any street in
the District of Colambis to exoeed in height above the sidewalk the
width of the street iu fta front, and in no case shall s building exceed
ninet{ foet in height ou a rusidence street nor one hundred and ten feet
on a business streot, ss designated by schedule approved by the Com-
missioners of the District of Columbis, except on business streets and
business avennes one hundred and sixty feet wide, where a height not .

—churrhes,

Mazimum height.

exceading one hundred and thirty feet may be allowed. The height of

buildings on corner lots shall{n all cases be regulated by the limitations

it I verning on the broader t: Provided, That spl towers, and
el te *% domes mieb‘ ervcted to o greater l:::‘;bt tban the limit herein pre-
scribed, when approved by the Commissioners of the District of Colum-

sureete bess than 8 big: Provided further, That on streets less thau ninety feet wide, where
: building lines have been established so as to be s matter of public |
record and mo ae to prevent the lawful erection of any building in
advance of aaid lines, the width of the street, in 8o far as it controls
the height of buildings under this law, may be beld to be the distance
between said building lines. - : )
. Bec. 5. That no wooden or frame building hereafter erected or altered ;
and intended to be used for human habitations shall exceed in height
three stories, or forty feet to the roof. :
SEC. 6. That the height of all buildings shall be measured from thé
level of the sidewsalk opposite the middle of the front of the building
to the highest point of the roof; if the building has more than one
front the measuremment shall be made apon the front facing the street
gf st;epest grade. No parapet wall shall exteud above the limit of
eight. g
8EC. 7. That the limitations of beight herein prescribed shall noé
apply to Federnl or municipal buildings. :
SEC. 8. That Congreas reserves the right to alter, amend; or repeal
this Act.
Approved, Mareh 1, 1809, i
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Senator James McMillan (R-Michigan)
mittee on the District of Columbia from 1¢
For nine years, Senator McMillan chaired t!
tee and became the leader in the effort to de
and Federal core areas of the Nation’s Caj
original L’Enfant Plan. The Mall as it it
through the initiating efforts of Chairman }
the Senate, Mr. McMillan, for many years,
Detroit Board of Park Commissioners a
development of Belle Isle Park and other
Detroit. The Senator, therefore, brought tk
of his park commissioner background t«
Senate Igistrict Committee.

At an executive session of the Senate o1
McMillan secured the passage of the folloy

That the Committee on the District of Columb
to consider the snbject and report to the Senate
improvement of the entire park system of the
purpose of preparing such plans the committee

, and may secure the services of such ex
proper consideration of the subject. The expense
paid from the contingent fund of the Senate.”

Senator McMillan moved quickly to e
the District Committee to organize and |
commission to develop the plans %ro d
eminent architects Daniel Burham
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., the landscape
worked with Senator McMillan on Detroit
were appointed to the Senate Park Commu
but since popularly called the “McMillan C
-2 The Commission’s report ** was publis
Senats District Committee hearings held i
do not specifically discuss the Building He!
-orbuilding height matters in general.
¢ There is evidence, however, that Senato
bers of the Senate District Committee w
;@?tations Actof 1f8f¥?) %mended?.’ 1002

A~press report of February 3, o
“directed from the McMillan chaired Sul
- mant of the Park System of the District of
- The matter of the height of buildings in the 1

befors the Committee at its meeting this mo:
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3 ‘DEX!M!: Senator McMillan did not choose to 1

:"" ‘that Speaker Cannon was unalterably oppot

. Bee John W. Reps. Monumental Woshington,

Congress. Senate. Committee on the Distri

the Park Biuem of the District of Columbis
ting s
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, colo;i‘elg of artillery shall not exceed thirteen: and th.. e
n effect Aug. 1 the foregoing sections of this Act shall take effect on Aug.y « 1,
' nineteen liundred and three.” - re T
Approved;-March 3, 1903. o
| _L
\ \’\\\‘ P \\
March 3, 1903, CHAP. 996.—An Act ’I‘\c“ixgnthorize the promotion of Major Wilia y.,. . \

\Gorgas, surgeon in the Army oht\he United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiria oy ti. 1,
o Surg William Craw- States of America in Congress assembled, That the Presilent re
orgas. . 5 A . L
May be appointed he is hereby, authorized to nominate and, by and with the s lv. « ,

- asistantsurgeongen gonsent of the Senate, to appoint Major William Crawford ¢4 ...
surgeon, United States Army, to the gradeof assistant surgion wy

- United States Army, with the rank of colepel, the Dutber .t

grade of the Medical Department to be tempo ily increa~ed for e

purpose during the time that he may hold that offive,

Approved, March 3, 1903.

S e et

[Public, No. 146.)

March 38, 1903. CHAP. 997.—An Act To amend an Act to regulate the height of bulklinge -~
~{Public, No. 147.] District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re, esentatives of the Castsd
pDistrict of Colum- States of America in Congress assembled, T[l?);t section three of e
4 eightofbuildings. Act entitled ““An Act to regulate fhe height of buildings in the {w
Vol 30 P 92 prictof Columbia,” approved March first, eighteen bundred and plaets
nine, be amended by adding thereto the following: **/ rovided, Tou
this requirement shall not apply to churches erected outside of the 15
limits as now or hereafter established within the District of Coltstn

amended. .
Proviso.,
Churches excepted.

Additions. and in case of additions to existing structures the restriction= '+
Ty herein shall apply only to such additions.” .
‘ avol. 80, p. 922 Sgc. 2. That section four of said Act be amended to reada- t"
Maximum betght.  **SeC. 4. That no building shall be erected or altered on any of

or avenue or highway in the District of Columbia to exceal in o
Allowance for pub- aboye the sidewalk the width of the street in its front: but wh =t
St site of a proposed building confronts a public space or " = AN
i formed at the intersection of two or more streets or avent = & -
! course of said streets or avenues is not interrupted by = b -
' space or reservation, the allowable height of the builling ™
etermined by the width of the widest street or avenu. A
building is to be erected removed from all points within the >0
- lines of its own lots as recorded by a distance at least equal 117
sed height above grade, the extreme limits of height prr*

. TR

reproof or nonfireproof buildings in residence sectivt=,

. ¥ :
e ————

1 -
allowed, the measurements to be taken from the natural grt T o

Businessstreets.  building as determined by the Commissioners. On b\l;llxil BRI
and avenues, as the same are now or may hereafter be dus Pt
woorst

the Commissioners of said District, no building shall 1 -
altered to exceed the height of one hundred and ten feet 3L
business streets or avenues one hundred and sixty feet Wir= o
, height not exceeding one hundred and thirty feet max % G0
Residencestreets.  (Op residence streets and avenues no building shall be f“‘,J, e
altered so as to be over eighty feet in height, nor shall “.fﬁ TR
feet less than the width of the street or avenue upon “'b.‘:ht of v 7
except on streets sixty to sixty-five feet wide, where a belElh v e 0
feet will be allowed, and on streets sixty fe
CLulte il height equal to the full width of the stre \ ¢

A
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"woch as bay windows, oriels, covered porches, and so forth, extending fections.
- over two stories, the height of the building shall be diminished by the &

_ wwers, and domes may be erected to a greater

g
-
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v.icht of buildings on corner lots will be regulated by the width of o
1 0i808.

oo wider street: Provid.d, That if said buildings bave projections, gi&ictins for pro-

1S
[l

gmount of the greatest projection: Provided {urt/zer, That sFires, Spires, ete.
eight than the limits

perein prescribed when approved by the Commissioners of the Dis-

* rrict of Columbia: And provided also, That on streets less than ninety Building lines.

feet wide, where building lines have been established so as to be a
matter of public record in the office of the surveyor of the District

* gnd so as to prevent the lawful erection of any buildin? in advance of
s

xid lines, the width of the street, in so far as it controls the height of
buildings under this law, may be held to be the distance between said
building lines. On blocks 1mmediately adjacent to public buildings Blocks adjacent to
or to the site of any public building for which plans have been pre- Ditilo bulldings or
red and money appropriated at the time of application for the permit
the height shall be regulated by a schedule a.cYOpted by the Commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia.”
Sec. 3. That section five of said Act be amended to read 4s follows:
“Sgc. 5. That no wooden or frame building, as authorized by Wooden buildings.

"existing law, hereafter erected or altered, and intended to be used for Vol.%,p.92.
_buman habitation, shall exceed in height three stories, or forty feet
to the roof.”

Sec. 4. That section six of said Act be amended to read as follows: , Jeasurement of
“Skc. 6. That the height of all buildings shall be measured from vov s, p. 922

. the level of the sidewalk opposite the middle of the front of the build-

ing to the highest point of the roof. If the building has more than

» one front, the height shall be measured from the mean elevation of
. the sidewalk at the street cormers. No parapet walls shall extend

% bove the limit of height.”

Approved, March 3, 1903,

\

. -
CHAP. 998—An Act Regulating the importation of breeding animals. March 8, 1903.

blic, No. 148.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Um’tew
States of America tn CongPess assembled, Tﬁat paragraph four hpd- , Jmporied breeding
dred and seventy-three of the Actapproved July twenty-fourth, efght- Vol . p.
een hundred and ninety-seven, entitled ** An Act to provide révenue smended.

for the Government and to encourage the industries of tHe United

States” (Thirtieth United States Statutes at Large, page 6ne hundred

and ninety-four), shall be so amended as to read as follows: )
473, Any animal imported by a citizen of the United States spe- ,freqfigmision for
cially for breeding purposes shall be admitted free, whether intended

to be so used by the importer himself or for sale for such purpose: ppis.
Provided, That no such animal shall be admiitted free unless pure bred FPure breed.

of a recognized breed, and duly regjstered in the books of record

established for that breed: And protaded further, That certificate of ,Jeptifestes ™
such record and of the pedigree ef such animal shall be produced and
submitted to the customs officer, duly authenticated by the proper
custodian of such book of -tecord, together with the atfidavit of the
Owner, agent, or importer that such animal is the identical animal
described in said certificate of record and pedigree: And provided fur-

1,

the Secretary of the Treasury what are recognized breeds and pure-
bred animalg under the provisions of this paragraph. The Secretary
of the Treisury may prescribe such additional regulations as may be
requir
gh

, or other domestic animals straying across the boundary line
\

ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture shall determine and certify to ,Jecretary, of Aer-

- ) : s 5. Animals straying,
for the strict enforcement of this provision. Cattle, horses,  Anmss =Eerioe
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Prowisn. o e M€ Provided, horeeer, That all assessments Hllected under the pro-
et e e < of this Act shall be deposited in the’ wury of the United -
fund. Stu.. = to the credit of the appropriation heren. made, and shall form
E : 2 continuous fund for the purpose of complying with the provisions of
said =ections four and six.
Hrosautions Ske. 8. That all proseTutions under this Act shall be in the police
§ court of the District of Columbia, in the name of said District, and by
! its attorney or one of his assistants.
procact repentet. Rge, 9. That the Act of Congress a proved March second, eighteen
1 Vol. 29, p. 6= B . 2
hundred and ninety-seven, entitled “Kn Act for the removal of snow

and ice from the sidewalks, cross walks, and gutters ifthe District of
Columbia,” be, and the same is hereby, repea ed.
Approved, February 10, 1904.

o T,

February 16, 1904, CHAP. 158.—An Act To amend an Act to regulate the height of buildings in the

_ HRSen District of Columbia.
[Publie, No. 20.]

e = e

o  Beit enacted by the Senate and House g}"Rep}*esentatives of the United
Dttt o e, States of Aferica in Congress assembled, That section one of an Act
e entitled ““An Act to regulate the height of buildings in the District of
£ s ™ 9 Columbia,” approved March first, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine,
(St be, and the same is hereby, amenged by inserting after the word
**hotel,” in the fourth line thereof, the words “ or as a hospital or dor-

mitorv.” so that said section will read as follows:
Hoepitals and dor- <t That from and after the date of the :‘fproval of this Act no com-

“mitories. . :
M Maximum height. bustible or nontireproof building intended to be used or occu ied as a

e s T

£

f residence, or as an apartment house or hotel, or as a hospital or dor-
] : mitory in the District of Columbia shall be erected to a height of more
! than five stories or raised to a height exceeding sixty feet above the /
j sidewalk, the measurement to be made as hereinafter prescribed.”
§ ' Approved, February 16, 1904. ///
o
]
:ft‘ ® i
o3 February 16. 1904. CHAP. 159.—An Act To name streets, avenues, alleys, highways, and reserva-
i, (H. K. 7024 tions in that part of the District of Columbia outside of the city of Washington, and. -
i [Public. No.21.]  for other purposes. - /,/
I R e
! ; o \  Beit enacted by the Senate and Howse o, Representatives of the United
’;ti Districtof Columbia. S7t05 of Amnerica in Congress assembled. That the Commissioners of
at R butside the District of Columbia be, and they are hereby, authorized and
i ) directed to name or rename streets, avenues, alleys, highways. and
}

reservations in that part of the District of Columbia lying outside of
the city of Washington, under such system of naming as they shall see
fit to adopt, and such names when recorded.in the office of the survevor
of the District of Columbia shall thereafter be the official names of
such streets, avenues, alleys, highways, and reservations.

Abandoned streets ey That upon the abandonment of any street. avenue, road, or

ete., revert (0 owners ,

of sbutting land. highway, or part thereof, under the provisions of **An Act to provide
o PR a permanent system of highways in that part of the District of Colum-
g o bia lving outside of cities,” approved March second, eighteen hundred
i i R and ninety-three, and the amendment thereto, approved June twenty-

eighth. eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, the title to the land con-
tained in such abandoned portion shall revert to the owners of the land

; abutting thereon.

; Repeal. Sec. 3. Thatall laws or Sau‘ts of laws inconsistent with the provisions.
hereof are hereby repealed.

Approved, February 16, 1904,
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cating liquors in the Indian country, sball be je-full force and efect
throughout the territory hereby grante i1 otherwisc directed by
Congress or the President of the Laited States, and for that purpose
caid tract shall be held to} to remain & part of the diminished
Red Lake Indian Resepvation.

SEC. 6. That Confress reserves the right to siter, amend, or repeal
this Act  part thereof. '

Approved, February 8, 1805.

NS

CHAP. 557.—An Act To amend an Act to regulate the height of buildinge in the
District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and HHouse of Representatives of the United
States of Admerica in Congress assembled, That section two of the Act
of Congress entitled **An Act to regulate the height of buildings in
the District of Columbia,” approved March first, eighteen bun red
and ninety-nine, iz hereby amended by adding thereto the following:
o Provided, That all buildings hereafter erected to front or abut on
the plaza in front of the new Union Station. provided for by Act of
Congress approved February twenty-eightb, nineteen hundred and
three, shall be fireproof and chall not be of a height greater thao
eighty feet.”

Approved, February 8, 1905,

PR

CHAP. 558.—An Act For the relief of holders and owners of certain District of
Columbia spe(_;ial-tax gcrip.

Be it enacted by the Senatte and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Conaress assendbled. That the Commissigners of
the District of Columbiaare hereby authorized and directed £0 receive
and audit such of the following special-tax <crip for the redemption of
which there is no existing jaw. and to pay to tg  and owners
thereof the amounts respectively found to be due t
including interest thereon at the rate of three
from the date of issue to the date of the appr
interest shall be in lieu of the rate of interes
cates of said s cial-tax scrip. and in f

J;eted May twenty-eight
nine. on lot nine in reservation ten
July twenty-sixth. eighteen hundr
three hundred and sixty-five, th
scrip dated December sixth, ei
in square thirty-three, sixty
dated December ixth, ei
in square thirty-three. 5%
dated December sixt
square thirty-two,
dated Jaouary tyy
eight in squar
dated Japua

fentum per annum
1 of this Act, which
rovided in the certifi-
of all interest thereon,
/eighteen hundred and sixty-
fty-eight dollars; scrip dated
fnd seventy, on lot two in square
%tcen dollars and forty-seven ceots;
Mteen bundred and seventy, on lot one
£ven dollars and twenty-four cents: scrip
een hundred and seventy, on lot twenty-one
ty-seven dollars and twenty-four cents; scrip
7 eighteen hundred and seventy, on lot one in
{xty-seven dollars and twenty-four cents; scrip
htieth. eighteen bundred and seventy-one, on lot of
orty-one, for two dollars and seventy-four cents: scrip
« twentieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, on lot of
eight in sghare forty-one, for two dollars and seventy-three cents;
scrip dagéd January twentieth, eighteen bundred and seventy-one, on
lot of gght in square fortv-one, two dollars and seventy-three cents;
scrip/dated Japuary twentieth, eighteen bundred and seventy-one, on
of eigbt in square forty-one, two dollars and seventy-three cents;
crip dated July first. eighteen bundred and seventy-one, numbered

Y

Amendment. N

Februare & 1905,
{Srieet

5.5437

—
[Public, No. 3.}

District of Columbia.
Height of business
houscs.

vol. %. p. 92
amended.

Proviso.
Uuoiop St
Vol. 82, p.

February £ 1905
{H. R.3%7])

—
{Public, Nu. 60.]

District of Columbia.

Redemnption of spe
cial-tax scrip sutbors
zed.

Rate of iptere<t.

gcrip w0 be  res
deemed.






