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From: jchoerner
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:59:42 AM


Dear Mr. Owen 
 
I know you are doing all you can to try and keep the city safe from flooding.  
Taking away the Mickey Retiff Sports Complex would really take away a place 
where people of all ages can play sports together.  I've met many close friends 
there and would hope there would be some way to work around one of New 
Orleans'  only beaches, Coconut Beach. 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration, Jonathan Hoerner 
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From: Karl Bernhard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: FW: Coconut Beach in New Orleans
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:44:39 PM


please leave our only recreation alone...... 
please.... its a place of peace and were we can all go to free our mind..... if you 
don't keep it, at least move it somewhere around the area.... but do not just 
close it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 <http://graphics.hotmail.com/emwink.gif> LITOS <http://graphics.hotmail.com/
emwink.gif> 
 
 
 
  
 
________________________________ 
 
From: jandyuisr@hotmail.com 
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil; caurbizo@hotmail.com; 
chaser4ever@msn.com; bernhardgm@hotmail.com; kreyes01@hotmail.com; 
karlp2@hotmail.com; chopin21mj@aol.com 
Subject: Coconut Beach in New Orleans 
Date: Mon, 18 May 2009 16:27:31 -0500 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
I want to include myself in the petition to not close down Coconut Beach in New 
Orleans.  There has to been some option that the Army Corps of Engineers can 
suggest and help out.  For us - youth, young adults, adults, anybody who loves 
volleyball - this is a place where we can come and relax, de-stress, and hang out 
with friends.  This is an atmosphere that is good for individuals, it doesn't drive 
them into criminal activities, instead teaches them to become good competitors 
and shows us that there are good activities in this city.  Please do not take away 
something that we love. 
 
I belong to a Hispanic Christian church and I can tell you from experience that 
there are not a lot of places in the city where we can take our youth group to 
hang out.  Finding new and "good" environments is hard.  Coconut Beach has 
been a hang out place for us, for our youth group, where we can have fun but 
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also represent God in the best possible light. 
 
I know there many, many, many individuals that would join me in this fight to 
save one of recreational places.  Please hear our voices and work with us to 
come to a solution that will benefit both parties. 
 
Thank you! 
Alejandra Urbizo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® goes with you. Get it on your BlackBerry or iPhone. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Mobile?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Mobile1_052009> 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
<http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009> 
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From: Kris Troncoso
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:08:12 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
There has to be other alternatives to building on top of a New Orleans 
recreational landmark, Coconut Beach.  Please take over Two Tony's or 
something else for the pumping station, and leave Coconut Beach alone.  
 
Coconut Beach is part of the fabric of New Orleans - something we have tried to 
reclaim since the COE levees failed our city.  Please don't do it again. 
 
A Very Concerned Citizen, 
Kris Troncoso 
 
 
 



mailto:trank20@msn.com
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From: Marlene Cooke
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:38:31 PM


Although I have never used the beach I know many people who enjoy the use of 
the sand volleyball courts there. It has been one of the recovery successes and I 
would hate to see it taken over completely by the corp work. I understand fully 
the need for the pump stations and know that this is an important part of our 
hurricane protection but please see if there is some way for both to exist. 
Marlene Cooke 
 



mailto:m3ccooke@yahoo.com
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From: Todd Fisher
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:42:17 AM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 
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From: amy randazzo
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 4:08:16 PM


Coconut Beach has been a 2nd home to me since I was age 3.  I go out there all 
of the time with friends for fun, for competition, for tradition and family.. Please 
don't take that away from me.  I love Coconut Beach, and I know I'm not the 
only one.  I'm 17 years old, and I want to take my kids out there someday, just 
like my parents did for me.  You can't take that away from me.  It's home. 
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From: Bobby Michael Dandry
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:08:08 PM


coconut beach is a very special place to me and to many other people.  i met 
friends there that are some of the most amazing people that i will ever meet.  i 
met my best friend, landlord, and she met her husband there.  i have been 
playing volleyball there for almost 10 years and the experiences i had and good 
times can never be replaced.  please don't take away our coconut beach.  
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From: John Paul Leonard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Closure
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:16:39 PM


Hi, I have heard that Coconut beach is on the table for possible closure.  Please 
don’t allow this to happen.  It’s a place kids go and can have a fun safe time any 
night of the week.  It keeps them out of trouble.  Coconut beach is a great 
place, please don’t shut it down 
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From: chris diehl
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:58:17 AM


Please don't take our fun, its the only really excitting sports complex left in New 
Orleans.  Where else can you go and do everything one can do at Coconut 
Beach.  The place is great, you can bring the kids out and the animals its a great 
environment to have fun for the whole family.  Its fun and exciting for everyone 
that goes out there.  Its kind of an addiction, once you go out there you will 
have to go back.  I am 26 years old and i have been playing volleyball out at 
Coconut Beach since i was 18.  I have spent 8 weeks in the winter, spring, 
summer, and fall out at Coconut Beach playing leagues and i hope to be doing it 
for another 80. 
 
Thanks, 
Mr. Coconut Beach 
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From: Nancy Eggink
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:31:39 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
I recently received information that Coconut Beach is in danger of being lost to a 
new pumping station in New Orleans.  I consider Coconut Beach my home away 
from home in New Orleans and would spend every night and weekend there 
honing my volleyball skills and enjoying the company of all the friends I have 
made over the years.  I moved away from New Orleans, but always come back 
to visit, and Coconut Beach is the first place I go.  It is such an important place 
to so many people that have ever had the pleasure to call New Orleans home, 
that it would be a very sad day if the nets had to be taken down. 
 
Please consider any alternative plans before removing such a landmark for the 
people of New Orleans. 
-- 
Nancy 
"Approach love and cooking with reckless abandon." 
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From: jwrammhead@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:40:20 AM


My name is Mark Maggio, I used to play on the trees in the back of Nipsy Curtis 
playground as a kid as my parents played cabbage ball on its fields. As I began 
to get old enough to play cabbage ball with my parents, I did. I used to love 
playing at Nipsy Curtis. Not only could I now play cabbage ball with my parents 
but also there were some great trees in the back that were a blast to climb. One 
day the trees in the back of the playground were cut down. Next thing you know 
there was beach volleyball in the back of the playground. I gave it a shot and 
enjoyed playing. I played out there as much as I could. My friends and I had a 
place to go play games. In 1990, I was 15 years old. One of the guys in charge 
of Coconut Beach (Mike Drury) offered me work helping him around the complex 
cleaning garbage cans and doing small jobs with him. I jumped at the 
opportunity to work at the place I loved. Soon after that Bruce White told me 
that if I did a good job for Mike there was a good chance I could get a job out 
there refereeing. Sure enough, somewhere between 92 and 93 Bruce offered me 
a job as a Referee. I’ve been working at the complex ever since. I’ve worked for 
both Mike Drury and Bruce White. I’ve watched Coconut=2 0beach grow from 
nothing into the thriving part of the community it is today. I believe this is a 
great place for both young and old to play. Such a place has countless ways of 
helping people out. PLEASE find your way to do whatever you can to help 
Coconut Beach and the pumping station co-exist. If you do have to take the land 
for the benefit of the city, please help coconut beach do what they need to do in 
order to still exist. Please don’t just take the land and leave Mike Drury and 
Bruce White out to dry after all the hard work and money they’ve put in making 
Coconut Beach The Wonderful place it is today. 
 
Thanks, 
Mark Maggio 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Amanda Worsham
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 4:06:52 PM


Coconut Beach is a little slice of heaven after a long week where we can all go, 
unwind, and play a little beach volleyball. Please don't take that away 
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From: Brian Freese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: A concerned person
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:57:46 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I’m sending this email out to you because I believe in the Coconut Beach 
Complex.  As a Civil Engineer, I understand that this is required in order to 
better protect Metairie and New Orleans from flooding again however I believe 
that this decision will hurt those areas as well.  You are looking at taking 
anywhere from 10% to 100% of the land.  The beach is one of the great things 
this city has going for it.  I believe that it is the 2nd largest sand complex in this 
country and I would love to keep it.  If you’ve ever come out to the complex 
during the week you would be able to see how many people enjoy this complex.  
I’ve been going there for 10 years and find it unbelievable how many different 
states and countries are represented by the people who use the complex.   
 
I normally don’t get involved in this sort of thing but I truly believe that we need 
to keep Coconut Beach available to everyone.  I am hoping that the Corps comes 
up with a more sensible alternative.  Coconut Beach is host to thousands of 
people every week, raises money for a number of charities and gives people in 
this town a great place to have fun and make new friends.  Please give 
alternative solutions to this community such as redesigning the pumping station, 
moving its location or allowing the complex to be moved somewhere else (The 
old parking lot next door, unused City Park golf course area or another large 
area). 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Brian Freese 
 
Brian Freese 
 
Project Engineer 
 
VERSABAR, INC. 
 
 
 
bfreese@vbar.com <mailto:bfreese@vbar.com> 
 
(Phone) 504-392-3200 
 
(Fax)     504-392-3211  
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From: Joyce Bergman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach Please!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:07:39 PM


Dear Mr. Gib Owen, 
Please do not take over Coconut Beach for your pumping station. Coconut Beach 
means so much to so many of us!  The people I have met there have become 
family to me. It is a place where thousands of New Orleanians as well as people 
from surrounding cities go to play a great sport and socialize. I can not think of 
any place in New Orleans that I love more than this complex! I beg you to not 
take over the complex. Thank you so much for your time. 
 
Regards, 
 
Joyce Bergman 
Joycebergman@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
Attention: Gibb Owen @ 
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: Conigliaro, Raymond Maj USAF ANG 159 CES/CE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:14:09 PM


Mr. Owen and the US Army Corps of Engineers: 
 
I am deeply concerned with a pumping station being built on the current 
grounds of the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex. My comments will differ from 
most letters you receive from volleyball players. Unlike most who have lived here 
all of their lives, I am a military professional who has been in New Orleans my 
whole life. I can't comment about how it brings our community together or how 
it relieves the stress of a disaster-filled area. I will instead comment on how it 
directly affects New Orleans ability to bring & retain professionals, a vital 
component of our society and economy.. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
v/r, 
Raymond A. Conigliaro, P.E., Maj, LA ANG 
Commander / Base Civil Engineer 
159th Civil Engineering Squadron - Building 473 
US Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base - New Orleans, LA. 70143 
(com) 504.391.8413 
(cell) 504.812.1427 
(dsn) 457.8413 
(fax) 8415 
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From: Hans.Ruoss@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:21:24 PM


Mr. Owen 
 
 
 
I am writing in support of Coconut Beach in light of the potential impact that 
may soon take place as a result of the proposed pumping station plans.  This 
year will mark 20 years of my participation at that complex and I have seen it 
grow tremendously over that period of time.  Over those years, I have 
participated in League and Tournament play and my family routinely joins me at 
the complex to enjoy the recreation that it provides.  I urge you to take into 
consideration the success of this complex and what it means to this region in 
terms of impact for many of the area’s residents.  Whenever we have out of 
town employees visit the complex, they are taken aback by its scope and 
atmosphere.  If the complex is significantly impacted by expansion plans, it is 
unlikely that it will be resurrected to achieve the same impact it has today in 
another location.  It has an ideal location by the lake and the marina and thrives 
in spite of being outside of flood protection.  Coconut Beach enjoys a loyal 
following as witnessed by its rapid return after the devastation brought on it by 
Hurricane Katrina.  Flood protection that eliminates thriving activities that make 
this a unique cultural center should be reconsidered for flood protection that can 
coexist with those activities. 
 
I urge you to take this information into consideration as Project Manager. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Hans Ruoss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hans Ruoss 
Plastics Production Manager 
Ext. 2664 
Direct Dial (504) 570-2664 
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Automated Attendant: (504) 733-6739 
 








From: tfisher707@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:39:14 AM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Brian Freese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: 17th Street Canal Pump Station
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 4:00:12 PM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
 
 
I so hope that the many emails me and my friends have sent you are starting to 
make you realize how much the Beach means to this Metairie, New Orleans 
area.  The Coconut Beach Complex must remain, plain and simple.  The fact that 
so many people that went through so much with Katrina have even more to lose 
4 years later and that is just plain wrong.  There are so many good people that 
live and die for this complex, I being one of them.  I remember working on the 
beach after the hurricane in order to get it ready for the 1st season back.  I had 
such a sense of pride being able to help and get such a great place ready again. 
 
 
 
I see new construction along the lakefront area again, houses being rebuilt and 
life being breathed back into the hadest hit of areas.  Please find an alternate 
solution for this pumping station.  There are so many other options, you need to 
do all you can to help our cause. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and understanding in this matter. 
 
 
 
Brian 
 
 
 
Brian Freese 
 
Project Engineer 
 
VERSABAR, INC. 
 
504-392-3200 
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From: keithbarthelemy@bellsouth.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:19:35 PM


Please find a way to save Coconut Beach! <http://webmail.att.net/tbimages/s01.
gif> 
                      Thanks 
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From: Rich Kraynik-home
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Survival
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 3:46:11 PM


Hello Mr. Owen, 
 
I am a resident of Rochester, NY and have recently had the pleasure of visiting 
Coconut beach for the first time.  It has come to my attention that the Army 
Corps of Engineers is planning to use the Coconut Beach property for the 
construction of a new pumping station servicing the 17th Street Canal.  I implore 
you to remove Coconut Beach from your list of prospective locations for the 
following reasons: 
 
1. Coconut Beach is an important economic entity for the Greater New Orleans 
area.  Consider I was one of sixty plus people from across the nation that 
attended a three day volleyball tournament in early April this year.  I personally 
spent a couple thousand dollars on lodging, food and beverage for the five day 
trip.  This is just one weekend of many that Coconut Beach hosts such events.  
We plan to make this as of now small event a yearly and much larger one.  Now 
that is in jeopardy. 
2. Coconut Beach is a fantastic facility for bringing people together and adding to 
Greater New Orleans' quality of life through sport.  I have never visited an 
outdoor volleyball complex that was maintained with more pride.  It is a perfect 
meeting place for locals as well as volleyball players from across the country.  
Coconut Beach and the staff are great ambassadors for New Orleans. 
3. The local residents need a place to play volleyball, have fun and stay fit.  
Volleyball is a sport for all ages, from 8 to 80.  Please do NOT destroy what the 
residents of Greater New Orleans have worked so hard to rebuild. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rich Kraynik 
Vice President 
NiCoForm Inc. 
72 Cascade Drive 
Rochester, NY  14614 
(585) 454-5530 ext 2203 -Tel 
(585) 305-2130 -Cell 
(585) 454-5167 –Fax 
http://www.NiCoForm.com <http://www.nicoform.com/>  
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:28:44 AM


 
Please don&#39;t destroy Coconut Beach  Help keep Coconut Beach alive 
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From: Nicole Reilly
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:06:28 PM


Coconut beach is as important to new orleans as po'boys.  Its a tradition, 
it brings friends and families together and keeps them connected.  Don't 
take that away from us! 
Nicole reilly 
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From: Norton, Tim
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:57:33 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Norton 
 
Mechanical Engineer 
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Trinity Yachts 
 
4325 France Road 
 
New Orleans, LA 70126 
 
(504)284-7188 
 
 
 








From: Tara Micelle
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save our Beach!!!
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:59:29 PM


Dear Mr. Gib Owen- 
 
 
 
I wanted to personally email you and express to you how truly thankful I am for 
Coconut Beach.  I just started playing volleyball out there recently but just in a 
short period of time I have fallen in love with the sport, the people, and of 
course the place. 
 
 
 
After Katrina, the Army Corps of Engineers vowed to do everything they could to 
help rebuild New Orleans and bring back the city it once was.  Now, the Corps of 
Engineers wants to destroy one of the few places that has come back in that 
area that is naturally a part of this city! 
 
 
 
Please save our beach! 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tara Micelle 
 
clip_image001 
 
Tara Micelle 
 
Account Executive | New Orleans.com Media, LLC 
 
839 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 305 
 
New Orleans, LA  70130 
 
504.309.1004 (Office) | 504.309.1630 (fax) | 985.502.0341 (Cell) 
 
 
 
www.NewOrleans.com <http://www.neworleans.com/>  | micelle@neworleans.
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From: Joey Scaffidi
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:56:32 AM


 
Mr. Owen - 
 
While I appreciate your attempt to protect our area and the difficulty associated 
with the decision of the location of the pumping station, I ask that you preserve 
Coconut Beach.  It has become one of the few recreational areas in New Orleans 
enjoyed by many across the city, state, and region. 
 
In an attempt to preserve New Orleans, I urge you to preserve Coconut Beach at 
the same time. 
 
Joey Scaffidi 
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From: Eric Holman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:06:25 PM


 
How many outdoor activities does new orleans have?  please dont take the 
entire sport of beach Vb away from the city.  it is a great place.   You can take 
the whole Family.  Please Do not take the entire beach from us.  Me and my 
family spend most Tuesday nights and many Sunday afternoons there.  It is a 
great place where u can have fun and relax.   
> 
> Eric Holman 
 
 
 
      



mailto:eholman2002@yahoo.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Michael Cangelosi
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:58:48 PM


Effectively shutting down coconut beach is a terrible idea.  Taking good, and well 
used land away from people who put it to good and positive use is morally 
reprehensible.  Take land that is not being used if you need it.  Build stronger 
levees and flood walls.  Do your job properly this time and avoid the loss of 
more lives and billions of dollars, but don't make up for past mistakes at the 
expense of innocent and good people. 
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From: jzeringue@scnz.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:10:49 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the Corps must acquire some land for the construction the 
new pump station on the 17th Street Canal and that this task is of the utmost 
importance.  However, I ask that reason be used to limit the amount of land to 
be acquired so that Coconut Beach can continue to operate.  I have personally 
enjoyed use of that complex for over 10 years, along with many friends and 
family members.  While many public recreation facilities languish in disrepair for 
various reasons, Coconut Beach provides a much needed outlet for upwards of 
4000 people annually,  and is a symbol of rebuilding on the lakefront since the 
storm.  In addition, the numerous tournaments hosted at that facility during the 
year raise countless dollars for charity, and  Coconut Beach has a positive 
financial impact on other business in the area as well. 
 
I ask that the Corps does not destroy such a much needed public resource. 
Thank you. 
 
Jody W. Zeringue, AIA 
Principal 
SCNZ Architects, LLC 
2134 Magazine Street, Suite 200 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
p: (504) 301-3722 
f: (504) 301-3724 
jzeringue@scnz.net 
www.scnz.net 
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From: Lawrence Robinson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:28:16 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I would like to let you know how important Coconut Beach is to me.  I moved to 
New Orleans with a new job in 1991 from Texas, not knowing anyone here.  I 
found Coconut Beach within a year, and have been playing there year round 
ever since.   The people and friendly atmosphere are something special.  I have 
friends and acquaintences that i see, play with and against, talk about work/
politics/life that i have known for 17 years and new ones i meet every year. 
 
It is a unique place, where there are young adults, older adults, and families all 
with a place to enjoy not just the sport of volleyball, but to enjoy each other.   
For many of us it is a way of life while for others its just a recreational night 
out.  Coconut Beach is not just unique to the New Orleans area, in that it is one 
of just a handfull of outdoor sand volleyball complexes in the country, but it is a 
safe, fun place for the people of the New Orleans area to enjoy life.   Having 
lived here for 18 years now, i have not found another recreational league, club, 
social society or environment that is such a positive aspect of so many 
thousands of people on a weekly basis. 
 
Lawrence Robinson 
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From: Becky Fradella
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 3:40:09 PM


Save coconut beach.  This is a home to hundreds and should not be an option to 
tear down. 
 
 
-Becky 
 
Winner of Offbeat Magazine’s 
“Music Business of the Year” Award 2004 
“Best Booking Agency” Since 1998 
 
Becky Fradella 
 
8428 Oak St. 
New Orleans, LA  70118 
Office:  (504) 314-6680 
Cell:  (704) 530-8339 
Fax:  (504) 314-6685 
 
 
White Oak Productions is a full-service entertainment booking and event 
production company. 
http://www.whiteoakproductions.com 
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From: Elaine Acosta
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Darin Acosta; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH  - FROM A 71 YEAR OLD MOTHER 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:03:27 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
My son will be 50 and he's been playing volley ball at Coconut Beach for many, 
many years.  I've been there so many times and thought to myself what a 
perfect place for young adults to gather.  
 
Here in New Orleans, there are so many places I would NOT like to see my son 
and others gather each week - and I'm sure you know what I'm talking about. 
 
When the Corps puts it's mind to make a project work - it does it.  I know the 
Corps will sincerely work to find an alternative path to fulfill your commitment to 
the whole community, while preserving this place of good, clean, and healthy 
fun for these young people of the New Orleans area. 
 
Sincerely And Thank You For Your Consideration, 
 
Elaine L. Acosta 
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From: Patrick Walsh
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:55:19 AM


 Please don't take the Coconut Beach complex. This is a great resource in the 
city and one of the few recreational outlets that our city has. 
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From: Harris McFerrin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:06:24 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach is a vital part of West End, generating interest and revenue in 
West End.  Please explore all other options in order to spare Coconut Beach. 
 
Sincerely, 
Harris McFerrin 
 
  Harris McFerrin, Ph.D. 
    Research Scientist 
    Tulane University 
Microbiology and Immunology 
    SL-38 Room 5713 SOM 
  New Orleans, LA  70112 
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From: William Summerour
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:28:00 AM


To whom it may concern- 
 
I am a life long New Orleanian and very much understand the need for improved 
Hurricane Protection having worked in the engineering and emergency 
management fields for several years.  In fact, I worked on a number of 
Environmental Assessments and Impact Statements for levee protection system 
expansion projets.  As such, I understand the complexities involved in selecting 
an alternative that most adequately serves the need of all the stakeholders 
involved.  I also understand that sacrifices must be made by the citizens of this 
city in order to achieve the protection that we need.  
 
It has recently come to my attention that some or all of Coconut Beach is 
situated in a permanent acquisition zone.  While I understand that this may be a 
necessary sacrifice, I implore the USACE to take only that land which is 
necessary to provide the protection that we must have.  If all must be taken and 
developed, so be it.  However, if there is any way for Coconut Beach to remain 
in existence, that option should be explored to the utmost.  Our Lakefront used 
to be a vibrant destination with a number of bars, restaurants, etc lining the 
waterfront.  Coconut Beach is the only one to have returned.  
 
This place means a great deal to literally thousands of residents of the area, and 
it would be a shame to lose the last operational and open to the public lakefront 
resource that we have at our disposal.  Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter.  Sincerely, 
 
William H. Summerour 
Murphy Appraisal Services 
331 Carondelet Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
o: 504-274-2700 (main) 
o: 504-274-2665 (direct) 
f: 504-274-2703 
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From: David Lahare
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:50:02 PM


Please do not take away coconut beach i have been playing there all my life.    
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From: Edie Martinez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach please
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 2:27:48 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
Coconut beach is a huge part of our Nola community, it keeps kids off the 
streets, and active! I think taking all of the land for the pumping station would 
be detrimental to this community! 
Thanks, 
Edith Martinez 
504-621-2010 
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From: Buie, Neill D
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil.; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volley ball/ 17th street canal pumping Station
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:54:23 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
        I am a life long resident of New Orleans. I have lived and traveled all over 
the world and I am sure you would agree that New Orleans is a 
        very unique and beautiful city. One of the major reasons this city is such a 
magnificently different place is the residents. The rich character 
        that the people of this city have is derived from their profound spirit of 
community. The Coconut Beach Volley Ball complex is one of those places 
        where this sense of community is thriving and enhanced everyday. This 
recreational park is exactly the kind of entity that the Corp of Engineers is 
        trying to protect with the new levy system improvements. I implore you to 
review your plans for the expropriation of this property and to refrain from 
        taking all of the park away. These recreational areas are far and few 
between in New Orleans and they provide the citizens, that you work so hard 
        to protect, a clean and safe place to recreate and continue the beautiful 
tradition of community in New Orleans. 
         
         
        Sincerely, 
        Neill D. Buie 
        
        Whitney National Bank 
        Real Estate Manager 
        (and Volley Ball player 6 yrs and counting) 
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From: tphinney1@mgmaher.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: NOLA Environmental Comment - Orleans East Bank
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:43:27 PM


FYI-Sent to Gib Owen today: 
 
TO:Mr. Owen - Army Corps of Engineers 
CC:Ms Midura - New Orleans City Council 
CC:Mr Fielkow - New Orleans City Council 
Sent Separately: Senator David Vitter,Senator Mary Landieu, Congressman Steve 
Scalise 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm a Lakeview resident who's house was flooded by the post-Katrina flooding, 
so I'm very concerned about the plans for the 17th St Canal Pumping Station. 
I've also played volleyball at Coconut Beach for 18 years. I feel that there is a 
way to not only protect property and lives, but also accommodate an entity that 
has provided economic and social benefit to the community for over 20 years. 
 
I understand that Tony's II had more comments than Coconut Beach. I feel that 
the reason for this is that most people, myself included, thought that a plan was 
chosen last year that "spared" Coconut Beach. It wasn't until this week that I 
discovered that some decision had been reversed. I feel this is extremely unfair 
to the people who invested a great deal of money in the complex after being 
assured that it would not be taken away. I can understand taking a small portion 
along the water for the station, but not enough to close the entire site. 
 
Finally, I'm still incredulous that the pumping station that was built after Katrina 
was a temporary one! When it was almost complete and discussions turned to a 
"permanent" station I could not believe it. I feel that a great deal of taxpayer 
money was wasted. Had the "temporary" station been designed to be converted 
to a permanent one it would have saved taxpayer money and could probably 
have been built on nearly the same footprint, avoiding all the controversy that is 
occurring today. 
 
Regards, 
Tim Phinney 
5407 Canal Blvd 
New Orleans LA 70124 
504-488-7422 
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From: Michael Woods
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball complex
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:26:51 AM


I am writing you today in regards to the recent news articles about the USACE 
needed to use 10-100 % of the Coconut Beach Volleyball complex at Mickey 
Retief Playground near the temporary 17th street canal pumping station. 
To be blunt, the USACE should be able to provide stakeholders in this matter a 
better estimate of scope of what the land use will be than the current 10-100%. 
Moreover, they should also be able to provide specifics of what the land will be 
used for. 
The complex is home to nightly beach volleyball leagues, as well as many 
weekend tournaments, hosting more than 4,000 players. Its the largest complex 
within the US. 
I understand that the protection of citizens and property should be placed ahead 
of any recreational venues. All I am requesting is that we know how and what 
the land will be used for and what alternatives are being looked at to ensure the 
least impact. 
Any assistance you can provide in this matter would be greatly appreciated. 
Ref: http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/UpToTheMinute.cfm?recID=24738 
Respectfully, 
Michael L. Woods 
 
 
-- 
Mike Woods 
504.650.5014 
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From: Kennedy, Greg (USALAE)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Cocont Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:01:19 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing in regard to the possible taking of Coconut Beach for the pumping 
station for the 17th St. Canal.  I am specifically asking that the Corp reconsider 
this option.  I am not an engineer nor do I claim to have expertise in that area, 
but, from what I know of the project, there are several land options from which 
the Corp can choose in deciding what land can be used.  While the Corp enjoys 
the luxury of choice, volleyball players in the greater New Orleans are do not.  
Coconut Beach is the only complex of its kind in the area and really is more than 
just a volleyball complex.  I have been playing there since I learned of its 
existence in 1992.  I cannot tell you how many countless friends I have made in 
the time period, some of whom I now consider to be my closest friends.  Not 
only have I been playing there that long but so has my wife.   We play on a 
team that not only includes several friends but also our oldest daughter and her 
husband, whom she met at Coconut Beach.  We also bring our two younger 
children with us to games and are introducing them to the enjoyment of sand 
volleyball.  No other complex or sport comes to mind that has generations of 
family and friends not only playing together but also competing against each 
other.  I truly believe that this is what makes Coconut Beach special.  
 
        I don’t like to  play the “Katrina Card” but sometimes it is appropriate.   
Not only after Katrina but also before, New Orleans has had very few quality 
recreational facilities.  Most of the quality parks in our area no longer function as 
they did pre-storm.  City Park is an example that comes to mind.  Coconut Beach 
is the exception.  Not only has it returned but it has thrived, thereby providing 
New Orleanians with a great venue to  play sports.  While I recognize that 
volleyball is not nearly as important as maintaining proper flood control, I do 
think physical and mental health go a long way in revitalizing and rebuilding a 
community.  Coconut Beach gives us the opportunity to not only play volleyball 
and socialize but also to enjoy the lakefront area, given the dearth of facilities 
along that area.  
 
        Coconut Beach has become an integral part of the sports community of 
New Orleans.  I simply ask that you reconsider the plans to take this facility from 
the people of the Greater New Orleans area.  To do so would be a great injustice 
to not only the current players but also to the future players and the very future 
of New Orleans itself. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
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Greg Kennedy     
 








From: Jamie O"Rorke
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:06:01 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jamie O'Rorke 
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From: Michael Piehler
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Don"t Do It.
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 12:46:55 PM


Coconut Beach is a huge part of New Orleans. It's more than just volleyball for a 
lot of the young (and old) professionals in the area, it's 
 
our Thursday night, it's our time away from work but still a team, it's our 
battleground, it's our stress relief, it's our exercise, it's the reason we visit 
Lakeview, it's our symbol of rebuilding... 
 
Please, do not acquire the land that Coconut Beach currently occupies. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Respectfully, 
-- 
Michael Piehler 
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From: John Albano
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:52:15 PM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to ask you to spare Coconut Beach in your plans.  Please look 
towared other alternatives that won't hit our city with such a loss.  We have lost 
enough already.  
Coconut Beach is very important to my family.  I met my wife playing volleyball 
there and we bring our children there to play.  It is such a positive force in our 
city.  It is the very essence of "rebuilding" - bringing back community. We 
recently purchased a home in the area feeling that the neighborhood was 
growing and the West End area was starting to thrive again.  Coconut Beach's 
return was a fundemental factor in that decision.  
Coconut Beach is a positive and healthy way for people to gather.  It is crucial 
that we work to protect these places that keep our city viable and welcoming for 
families like ours.  Please support our decision to remain in New Orleans to raise 
our family by recognizing what we are trying to protect.  It is part of the fabric of 
our lives and we do not want it to become another memory of what life used to 
be like. 
 
Thank you, 
John Albano 
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From: Tim Phinney
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-


Large; 
Subject: 17th St Canal Pumping Station
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:37:18 PM


TO:Mr. Owen - Army Corps of Engineers 
 
CC:Ms Midura - New Orleans City Council 
 
CC:Mr Fielkow - New Orleans City Council 
 
Sent Separately: Senator David Vitter,Senator Mary Landieu, Congressman Steve 
Scalise 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I'm a Lakeview resident who's house was flooded by the post-Katrina flooding, 
so I'm very concerned about the plans for the 17th St Canal Pumping Station. 
I've also played volleyball at Coconut Beach for 18 years. I feel that there is a 
way to not only protect property and lives, but also accommodate an entity that 
has provided economic and social benefit to the community for over 20 years. 
 
 
 
I understand that Tony's II had more comments than Coconut Beach. I feel that 
the reason for this is that most people, myself included, thought that a plan was 
chosen last year that "spared" Coconut Beach. It wasn't until this week that I 
discovered that some decision had been reversed. I feel this is extremely unfair 
to the people who invested a great deal of money in the complex after being 
assured that it would not be taken away. I can understand taking a small portion 
along the water for the station, but not enough to close the entire site. 
 
 
 
Finally, I'm still incredulous that the pumping station that was built after Katrina 
was a temporary one! When it was almost complete and discussions turned to a 
"permanent" station I could not believe it. I feel that a great deal of taxpayer 
money was wasted. Had the "temporary" station been designed to be converted 
to a permanent one it would have saved taxpayer money and could probably 
have been built on nearly the same footprint, avoiding all the controversy that is 
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occurring today. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Tim Phinney 
 
5407 Canal Blvd 
 
New Orleans LA 70124 
 
504-488-7422 
 








From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:26:37 AM


 
please leave Coconut Beach alone and try to find another location for the pump 
station 
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From: Anabel Salinas
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Pumping Station vs Coconut Beach - and another one........
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:00:05 PM


Hello Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
I'm sure this isn't the first or last letter you've gotten regarding the new pumping 
station taking over Coconut Beach. 
I'm not going to bore you or go into much detail - but I just wanted to voice my 
opinion and let you know that it'd be greatly appreciated if most (if not all) of 
the land is left as Coconut Beach. 
There aren't many places here for young people to go have some clean fun and 
it would be a shame to see this place go. 
I've been going there for years now and it's a great family place as well as a 
hang out spot. 
Please consider other options before doing away with this great place. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Anabel Salinas 
 
 
-- 
“Don’t make someone a priority that only makes you an option” 
 
A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal 
PROVERBS 12:10 
 
To close your eyes will not ease another's pain. 
~ Chinese Proverb 
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From: Lakey, Meredith A., M.D.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:01:43 PM
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From: Devin Leigha Qualls
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 11:53:08 AM


 
Mr. Owen, 
    My name is Devin Qualls and I have been a fan of coconut beach for the last 
6 years I have lived here.  It has provided an excellent way for me to not only 
play volleyball, but to meet friends, network, and live a healthier lifestyle.  This 
place has meant much to me in the short time I have lived here, and I know for 
the people who have been out there longer than myself it is part of their 
personal lives.  There is no other place in New Orleans like it.  If you take the 
land, there will be no place for all of us to congregate and play sand volleyball.  
This will be a large downfall for this city that is still rising, socially and 
economically.  Please take this as a heart felt attempt to save a place I love. 
 
Sincerely, 
Devin Qualls 
dqualls@uno.edu 
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From: Maudel Warden
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Saving Cocnut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:27:58 PM


Mr. Gib Owen: 
 
My name is Maudel Warden; I am a Native of New Orleans (born and raised) 
and a mother of 2 beautiful daughters (7 & 4). We are, I guess what you would 
call "Regulars" at Coconut Beach. My daughters love to play in the sand and 
practice their serve (so that they can play on a team when they get big) and I 
love to visit with friends and family while getting out of the house and being 
active. It is REALLY nice to have a place to go on Friday night to socialize with 
my friends in a fun active enviroment and I can brings my girls and they get to 
play and socialize with their friends and more than likely meet some new friends. 
 
I understand that flood protection takes absolute precedent, furthermore, I 
understand that if it is determined the land where Coconut Beach currently 
resides MUST be utilized in order to properly protect the people of our city and 
surrounding areas, then it must be done. What I do not understand is that I am 
hearing there will be NO COMPENSATION  to relocate the facilities... Is this true? 
How is that even legally possible? 
[Your prompt response would be greatly appreciated. You hear so many rumors 
and I would like to hear the answer directly from the Corps.] 
It is also my understanding that if Coconut Beach receives compensation to 
relocate they would do so in one of the MANY desert areas along West End in 
New Orleans where they belong! 
 
Coconut Beach is a THRIVING business in an area that has been deserted since 
Katrina (4 years). It is a place where FAMILIES come together to play sports, to 
be active, to socialize. Children play in the sand and with extra volleyballs while 
there parents/family members enjoy socializing with their friends in a heathly 
enviroment, being outside and active as opposed to being in the bars on 
Bourbon Street or the many other venues available in the New Orleans 
Metropolitan Area. 
 
PLEASE, I know that if we all work together and be fair to ALL parties 
concerned, we will find a way to properly protect our people AND save Coconut 
Beach 
 
I appreciate your time and look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Respectfully, 
 



mailto:nawlindawlin@hotmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





Maudel Warden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® goes with you. Get it on your BlackBerry or iPhone. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Mobile?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Mobile1_052009> 
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From: john bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:45:05 PM


Please save coconut beach 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: John.Kuchler@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 11:18:32 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach is a very special place to me.  It is where friends, family, co-
workers, and even strangers come to gather to have a good time while playing 
volleyball.  I have met many people from playing out at Coconut Beach and the 
experience is a great one.  I play in the Thursday night league and play some 
tournaments on the weekends as well.  It is a very friendly while also 
competitive place to play volleyball.  The experience brings much happiness to 
me, and I look forward to playing out there every season.  Please do not take 
this great place and experience from us.  After all we do to live and stay in this 
city, Coconut Beach gives us time to relax and forget about any troubles in our 
life.  It really makes a difference. 
 
 
 
Thanks,    
 
iloxStandard-JK 
 
John H. Kuchler, Jr. 
 
Process/New Product Engineer 
 
(504) 570 - 2890 
 
john.kuchler@intralox.com 
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From: Heather Simon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:23:34 AM


                        
                
Mr. Owen, 
 
As I am sure that yesterday you received many hundreds of e-mails regarding 
the "Saving of Coconut Beach," which included one from me.  I am once again 
writing on behalf of the beach.  It is my hope in sending this message that you 
understand the message of not only me, but the others who are writing daily, 
that we love our land and are willing to do what it takes to save it.  
 
Please know that we are not diminishing the importance of a pumping station for 
the area, we simply are requesting that another plan be worked out. Not one of 
us at Coconut Beach would want to jeapordize the safety of the people of New 
Orleans, but we feel there has to be another place to locate the pumps.  
 
As I do not stand alone, we appreciate all that you can do to assist us in our 
quest to "Save Coconut Beach."   Thank you. 
 
 
Heather Simon 
 
        
        
                
Support THE HEART TRUTH Campaign <http://ad.doubleclick.net/
clk;211539469;32921508;j>   
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From: Jeff Hanby
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save The Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:52:22 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Please find a way to protect our great city without taking away its beating heart. 
Coconut Beach has been a staple in this community for so many years, it would 
be a shame to lose it. There must be some other action the Corps can take to 
protect New Orleans without taking over the complex’s land. 
 
 
 
Thanks. 
 
 
 
Jeffrey D. Hanby 
 
Senior Developer 
 
643 Magazine St. 
 
Suite 400 
 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
 
Jeff@CarrolltonTech.com <mailto:Jeff@CarrolltonTech.com> 
 
office: 504.299.8333 
 
www.CarrolltonTech.com <http://www.carrolltontech.com/> 
 
 
 



mailto:JHanby@carrolltontech.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

mailto:Jeff@CarrolltonTech.com

http://www.carrolltontech.com/






From: Longin Gogu
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: "longin@gmx.net"; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Sports Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:59:07 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was shocked to hear about the plans to close the coconut beach sports 
complex. 
 
I have been playing volleyball at coconut beach for several years now and 
besides the 
 
recreational and athletic aspects of the complex it is an essential part of my daily 
life. 
 
 
 
This complex is one of the few things that make it possible for me to be back 
and stay in New Orleans. 
 
I came back in the city immediately after Katrina and been here since. 
 
Words cannot describe what effort it takes to be back and the level of 
exhaustion myself and many other people 
 
are experiencing in doing so and helping the city recover. 
 
 
 
This complex you are attempting to close allows myself and many others to 
relax, decompress, and forget about a lot of the problems, challenges, and 
issues we are facing personally and professionally here in New Orleans. Playing 
beach volleyball is like therapy that compensates for the stress we are all 
exposed too on a daily basis. 
 
 
 
I strongly urge you to reconsider the closure of this complex and try to find 
other alternatives. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
********************************************************** 
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Longin Gogu 
 
Assistant Director for Admissions 
 
- Data Management - 
 
University of New Orleans 
 
504.280.6228 
 
www.admissions.uno.edu 
 
********************************************************** 
 
 
 








From: David Morris
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:43:28 PM


Mr Owen, 
 
I write you today on behalf of Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  
I urge you to consider how valuable this facility is to the community before you 
decide on the future of the Orleans Parish Pump Station.  
 
Like so many, I practically grew up at Coconut Beach.  I have countless fond 
memories of sunny days spent playing volleyball with family and friends.  In high 
school, my memories grew to include serving on the planning committee for 
Slam 'N Jam.  Seeing all of the rivalries of the area's Catholic schools put aside 
and watching them come together for such a noble cause was something I will 
forever be proud of. 
 
Although I have been away from New Orleans for some years now, I have plans 
to expand my business down there within the next three years.  The expansion 
will  be accompanied with moving my family back to the city I love.  My son, 
who insists we visit Coconut Beach on every trip to see my parents, is excited 
about the move for the sole reason of being closer to his favorite New Orleans 
activity- volleyball at Coconut Beach.  While you may see this as an isolated 
incident, I see it differently.  I see it as a testament to the inherent spirit of New 
Orleans that transcends generations, and there is no better example of that than 
iconic Coconut Beach.  It would sadden me greatly, not to mention my son, if 
this wonderful part of my childhood were no longer there for him to experience. 
 
I'll close by once again asking you to consider the immense value that Mickey 
Retif Sports Complex and Coconut Beach bring to not only the West End 
community, but to the entire New Orleans Metro area.  Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Morris 
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From: Dzsqueeky@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:09:52 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing in regards to Coconut Beach, and I ask that you please help save 
this complex. 
 
Like so many others, I lost everything I owned in Katrina; and like all these 
others, I have been committed to moving forward and rebuilding my life. 
Coconut Beach is a prime example of this: forgetting the past, picking up the 
pieces, and moving forward with heads held up high. 
 
Coconut Beach has been a positive impact on New Orleans for years, providing a 
family-friendly atmosphere, promoting an active lifestyle, and giving New 
Orleanians a safe, fun place to gather throughout the week. 
 
Please help. 
 
Thank You, 
Meredith Fuller 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
An Excellent Credit Score is 750. See Yours in Just 2 Easy Steps! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221823239x1201398650/aol?redir=http://
www.freecreditreport.com/pm/default.aspx?sc=668072%26hmpgID=62%
26bcd=MayExcfooter51509NO62> 
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From: Tiffanie
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:22:13 AM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH       
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From: Kennedy, Marie
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:51:59 PM


To whom this may concern, 
 
My husband & I have been playing volleyball @ Coconut Beach since 1992. It is 
a wonderful complex & we've met many great people playing there. My daughter 
plays there now & it gives the younger generation a healthy atmosphere to 
socialize & to improve their health. Bruce White has put his heart & soul into this 
complex & it would not be right for this complex to be taken away. There is no 
other area this size for him to relocate. Since Hurricane Katrina West End has 
been dead with no establishments returning. Taking away Coconut Beach would 
be a tragedy!!!!! Please hear our cry, we've been hurt enough as a city & need 
places like this to gather. 
 
Thanks You, 
Marie Kennedy 
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From: Drewes, Megan
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:58:53 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am a citizen of Louisiana and have been playing out at coconut beach for the 
past three years.  There is no complex like it in the city of New Orleans or 
surrounding areas.  It is a great place for people to hang out, play some 
volleyball, and have fun.  This is good clean fun, and the complex hosts many 
charity events for good causes like raising money for Children's Hospital.  There 
should be more places like this in the city.  It would be a huge mistake to take 
this complex away from the citizens of Louisiana. 
 
As a fellow engineer, I understand the need for a pump station, and surely any 
effort to protect the city from the threats posed by hurricanes.  However, I do 
not see why the entire complex must be taken.  As engineers, our calling is to 
solve problems and come up with the best solution possible.  I'm sure there are 
many talented engineers at the Core who can work together to come up with a 
solution that will please both sides.  
 
Please, I urge you to take this matter seriously and rethink your plans to take 
away the complex. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Megan Drewes 
Structural Engineering Group 
EDG, Inc. 
medrewes@edg.net 
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From: Susan Blackburn
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach!!
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 10:39:24 AM


 
Mr. Owen, 
I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is planning to use part 
or all of Coconut Beach in the new pumping station planned for the 
17th St. Canal. Though the pumping station project is undoubtedly 
important to our city, Coconut Beach is too. More than just a sports 
complex, Mickey Retif/Coconut Beach is a venue that brings members of 
our community together, adds to our quality of life, promotes healthy 
activity and exercise, and is just plain fun. 
Fun may not seem important in the planning of flood protection, but 
living in the Greater New Orleans area is stressful. Every year we 
deal with evacuations, power outages, hurricane anxiety, and all the 
related issues and concerns. Being able to connect with friends, 
compete, socialize (in a way not centered around drinking and eating) 
and PLAY goes a long way in fortifying our resilience and resolve. 
It isn't always easy to live here, but we do it because we love it, 
because we share good times with our fellow citizens and because we 
have fun. Please do your part to protect Coconut Beach. It's more 
important than you may think. 
 
Sincerely, 
Susan Blackburn 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: Christopher Reade
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: FW: Save Coconut Beach - yes me too!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:08:49 AM


Mr. Owen: 
 
I'm not sure that I can say my peace about this issue better than Kristie did.  Pre 
and Post Katrina Coconut Beach is a central part of our social lives - the tie that 
binds us together in many ways.  While I and many others can appreciate that 
the land for the complex may be needed for the pumping station, it seems only 
fair that the Corps help move the facility to land nearby that won't be in danger 
of being expropriated in the future (the neutral ground by the Yacht Club for 
example).  In any case, it is critical to many thousands of citizens mental and 
physical well being that they have a place to get out and exercise and I am sure 
that you can find a way to help make that happen. 
 
Thank you, 
Chris Reade 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Kristie Palermo [travelingnolagirl@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:50 AM 
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil 
Cc: Kendra Reade; Christopher Reade; Carlos Pasos; Brian Jones; Jeff Teague; 
Leigh Manganello; Heather Albano; John Albano; Amy Dickson; Greg 
Kolenovsky; Allen Kuhnell; Carol Nahrwold; Mark Johnson; Stu Palermo; Sid 
Steabman; Tom Soroe; white323@cox.net 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach - yes me too! 
 
Hi Mr. Owen, 
I know you have recieved many emails about saving Coconut Beach and so I will 
keep mine fairly brief. 
I've played at Coconut Beach for almost 10 years now and it is truly one of the 
main reasons I still live in New Orleans. About 5 years ago I had the chance to 
move away but because of the friendships/family I developed at Coconut Beach, 
I am deeply rooted in New Orleans. Our 'Tribe' as we like to call it, started out 
10 years ago as a group of fun singles looking for something positive and 
healthy to do with our time. We began playing together and formed friendships 
and even began volunteering locally together. Our group, of over 40 would meet 
up to volunteer by helping clean schools and playgrounds, painting houses and 
mentoring kids and then we'd head over to Coconut to play some pickup 
volleyball. We found each other at volleyball and as a result we encouraged each 
other to be better people and better citizens of New Orleans - an impact that can 
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not be measured. 
 
This group is now mostly married, many have children and our dynamincs have 
changed but we still meet up on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays to play 
volleyball, talk about our lives and the city we love. 
 
I can't quite express how glad I am that I decided to stay in New Orleans. I have 
an amazing life filled with a family of friends that keep me going every day and 
really it all started with Coconut Beach. I was one of the ones cleaning up 
Coconut Beach after Katrina so that myslef and my friends would have an outlet 
to release some of the stress of the aftermath and I would do it again if needed. 
 
Please consider this note and all of the other emails in your decision to locate 
the new pumping station. 
Thanks for your time Mr Owen, 
 
Kristie Palermo 
New Orleanian & Coconut Beach Volleyballer 








From: Lesley Barre
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Support for Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:50:52 PM


Mr. Owen: 
 
I lost my home in St. Bernard to Hurricane Katrina, so I totally understand the 
importance of the pumping station / flood control projects in and around the 
New Orleans area.  However, I am also an avid supporter of Coconut Beach.  I 
(as well as many family members) have been playing volleyball at Coconuts for 
about fifteen years now.   It has been a great place to exercise, as well as make 
many long time friends.       
 
I am hoping that you will find a way for the pumping station and Coconut Beach 
to co-exist. 
 
Losing Coconut Beach would be a tremendous loss to our community. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
  
Lesley Barre' 
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From: Chad Howat
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:57:30 PM


We love the beach and we need to preserve this recreational facility for the 
future, please try to save as much of it as possible! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chad Howat 
 
 
 
This message has been scanned by the Internet Service Departments Virus/
Spam filter. 
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From: Julie Aguilar
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:40:06 PM


Mr. Gib, 
I understand that you have a job to do and I am in full support of protecting our 
city and building a new pumping station, but do you have to take Coconut 
Beach?  To attract and retain young professionals in the city of New Orleans, we 
need recreational complexes and sports like beach volleyball in the mix.  
 
About two weeks ago a Tulane Business School student was awarded $200,000 
from 504ward to start a group called Play NOLA with its mission being to support 
and creat new sports leagues of all sorts along with social networking 
opportunities for young professionals.  For New Orleans to continue to build back 
after the storm, we need these young people moving and staying in the city and 
therefore need to grow, not take away, the opportunities for them to participate 
in things other than bar hopping. 
 
Coconut Beach was my first introduction to New Orleans intramural sports back 
in 2001.  I now belong to the WAKA Kickball league and continue to support 
other intramural sports. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Julie Aguilar LeFebvre 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
<http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009> 
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From: Chris Verdigets
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:08:31 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I would like to express my concern that some or all of Coconut Beach will be 
consumed for the upcoming pumping station expansion.  My family has been 
going to Coconut Beach to play volleyball, socialize, recreate, and just enjoy one 
of the consistently enjoyable areas of New Orleans for more than 12 years.  I 
have watched the beach grow from a few nets and a shack to a complex that 
provides THOUSANDS of people from all age groups, sizes, shapes, colors,etc. 
the opportunity to be physically active in a safe, clean, healthy environment.  
Post-Katrina, Coconut Beach is one of the few beacons of light in the Lakeview 
area calling residents to return. 
 
Nobody will argue that levees and adequate pumping capacity take priority over 
a sports complex.  We only ask that Coconut Beach be allowed to co-exist with 
the pumping station in an manner that retains it's value to our community. 
 
Thanks you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Verdigets 
Net 5, Thursday night league 
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From: Belinda Loo
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 10:36:35 AM


Just wanted to email my support of Coconut Beach, this area has been used for 
years by volleyball enthusiasts.  I have many friends who have over the years 
played at Coconut Beach.  I would like to urge the Army Corp of Engineers 
please save Coconut Beach and reconsider taking any portion of it for the new 
pumping station.  
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Belinda Loo 
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From: TDColo@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: New Pumping Station
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:03:02 PM


Hello Gibb 
 
    My name is Tom Davenport and I live in Denver, CO.  I have played at the 
Coconut Beach facility on most visits to New Orleans and as an participant of 
leagues in the Denver area, and as a volleyball player, I was as aware as 
anybody the incredible value Coconut Beach adds to the New Orleans 
community.  For years, the facility has provided a place for like minded, athletic 
people of all shapes, sizes and skill levels to congregate and not only participate 
in a great game, but more importantly spend time with friends and family.  The 
value of this community was impressed upon me post Katrina when players 
shared with me that while many in the volleyball family left and have never 
returned, the participation in this particular activity, a simple game of volleyall, 
proved invaluable in helping add a sense of normalcy and continuity to a world 
that had been turned upside down. 
 
    I realize the need to address additional pumping is probably paramount, but I 
would encourage you to find away to accomodate the needs of the community 
with as little impact on the Coconut Beach site as possible.  It is an asset to the 
city and people that live there and you should be careful not to underestimate 
the potential impact of it's loss, in a city that has already lost enough.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Thomas H. Davenport 
2233 South Geneva Street 
Denver, CO 80247 
 
303.745.2255 work 
303.745.1937 fax 
720.319.5657 cell 
 
________________________________ 
 
An Excellent Credit Score is 750. See Yours in Just 2 Easy Steps! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221823239x1201398650/aol?redir=http://
www.freecreditreport.com/pm/default.aspx?sc=668072%26hmpgID=62%
26bcd=MayExcfooter51509NO62> 
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From: Anderson, Casie
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:36:01 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I sincerely hope that you know the value of Coconut Beach to me and all of my 
friends! I play there every week and have been doing so for the past couple of 
years. I pretty much grew up playing volleyball there and couldn’t imagine life 
without Coconut. Please don’t let anyone take that away from me and my friends 
for a pumping station. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your time! 
 
 
 
CASIE ANDERSON 
 
 
 
Sales Manager, Sheraton New Orleans Hotel 
t — 504-595-6211 f — 504-595-6293 
 
 
 
SHERATON NEW ORLEANS HOTEL 
500 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130 
 
casie.anderson@sheraton.com 
 
 
 
PLANNING ANOTHER MEETING IN ANOTHER CITY... LET ME DO THE LEG 
WORK FOR YOU - ASK ME ABOUT TEAM HOT!! 
 
 
 
 
This electronic message transmission contains information from the Company 
that may be proprietary, confidential and/or privileged. The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity named above. If you are 
not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying or distribution 
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or use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If you have received this 
electronic transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying 
to the address listed in the "From:" field. 








From: Brian Freese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Tuesday
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 10:18:47 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I am sure you are fed up with the number of emails you are still receiving about 
the location of the new 17th street canal pumping station but I’m going to add 
to it.  We need to have Coconut Beach stay.  We need you to use those bright, 
young minds over there at the Corps and come up with a better solution.  We 
need to not lose something that is so dear to so many.  I recommend the beach 
to everyone I know and all that come out to either play volleyball or just have a 
beer and enjoy the scenery enjoy it and come back.  Please hear our voices and 
use your influence to help our cause. 
 
 
 
We want to defend the beach and we are begging you to help us.  Find another 
way, show this community that the Corps cares. 
 
 
Thanks you Mr. Gib Owen, Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Brian Freese 
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From: David Philastre
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: DO NOT destroy Coconut Beach!!!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:06:51 AM


I'm writing to show my support for Coconut Beach and what it means to this 
city. For over 20 years, Coconuts has been more than a place to stay in shape 
and play beach volleyball. It has become a small city unto itself and more 
importantly, a FAMILY. I know how important a pumping station is to our city, 
but we need you to PLEASE find a way to build this station WITHOUT destroying 
Coconut Beach. After Katrina, this was one of the first places re-opened and it 
did a world of good for my "Coconut family" and I to have our place back to 
start healing and rebuilding our lives. Please don't let Coconuts become 
ANOTHER casualty of Katrina. PLEASE find a way for the pumping station and 
Coconuts to co-exist. 
 
-- 
Thank You, 
David Philastre 
504-400-5988 
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From: Leigh Manganello
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:50:37 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me, my friends, and our community. 
 
Ten years ago, the first time I entered the Beach Complex, I didn't know what a 
big part of my life volleyball would be. Coconut beach became a place where I 
have met most of my friends, where people have met and formed their families 
and where now all of our children play together. Throughout the years Coconut 
Beach has been and still is an outlet where people can stay fit and develop good 
habits, where people develop relationships, where we all can feel good about 
ourselves and our community.  I have been told so many times that Coconut 
Beach is a fascinating and incredible place. It is a gathering of wonderful, young 
professionals who can gather for team sports, friendship and relaxation. 
 
 
 
After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its lifelong 
members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing; losing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would leave a hole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
 
 
 
Losing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after losing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
 
 
 



mailto:lmanganello@carrolltontech.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





Mr. Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
 
 
 
Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leigh Manganello 
 
Business Manager 
 
Carrollton Technology Partners 
 
643 Magazine Street, Suite 400 
 
New Orleans, LA  70130 
 
504.299.8333 
 
F 504.299.8337 
 
 
 








From: cmbarbe1@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:55:57 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
The Corp of Engineers MUST reconsider the plans to confiscate 10 - 100% of 
Coconut Beach. Coconut Beach plays an important part in the rebuilding and 
revitalization of Lakeview. 
 
I encourage you to investigate alternative options for the pumping station. 
 
Devoted Coconut Beach patron and long-time resident of Bucktown, 
Michelle Barbeito 
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From: E Martinez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach is NEEDED!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:42:32 PM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!! There is no way to portray with words just 
how important this complex is to everyone around New Orleans. Families, 
friends, moms dads, cats, dogs, etc are all welcome there. It is place to hang 
out, play volleyball and enjoy the breeze off the lake. PLEASE. there must be 
some way your flooding system and our complex can coexist. Perhaps if you 
came out and enjoyed the complex as much as everyone else, you could see 
how IMPORTANT it is to us all. It is such a vital part of our lives. Please please 
please save the beach! We have a huge tournament this weekend on saturday 
and sunday. Come out and ENJOY and you'll see how much we need coconut 
beach. SAVE COCONUT BEACH. PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE! 
 
-Elena 
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From: Cusimano, James
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:05:59 AM


Hello sir, 
 
Please reconsider the pumping station location where Coconut Beach is located.  
Many people really enjoy that area, and it is a New Orleans landmark. 
 
thanks you! 
 
James Cusimano 
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From: Ryan Lanza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:53:05 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
While I'm not an avid Coconut Beach go-er, I do enjoy watching friends play 
volleyball and I know how much they and others enjoy playing. I too am aware 
that a pumping station is essential in keeping our city safe. That said, please do 
all within your power to salvage as much of Coconut Beach as humanly possible! 
We sincerely thank you. 
 
Best, 
 
Ryan 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: laurahopes@gmail.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:30:02 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
We recently started playing on the spring league as graduating law students this 
spring.  Volleyball and coconut beach has sort of been our down time away from 
studying for finals and now for the bar.  We have so much fun out there.  Please 
do not take that away from us.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Laura Hopes 
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From: Sam Newman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach/Pumping Station
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:57:06 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am a fan of the Army Corp of Engineers and appreciate the work you  
do keeping our city safe from flooding and storm surges. I recognize  
the need for a new pumping station at the 17th street canal but I also  
am a long time supporter of the Coconut Beach volleyball complex and  
hope that the two can coexist. 
I started playing volleyball at Coconut Beach sixteen years ago and my  
wife and I have been playing together at the complex for the last  
fourteen years. I have recently started bringing our two daughters out  
to the complex where they enjoy playing in the sand and socializing  
with friends and other families.  I just want you to know that Coconut  
Beach has been and continues to be a big part of our lives and I hope  
you can help make sure that it remains intact in the future. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Sam Newman. 
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From: Mallory Anne Davis
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!!
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 10:00:31 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach is a New Orleans landmark. It's a place of refuge in our hectic 9-
5 lives. You can't tear it down.  As a civil engineer, I understand the importance 
of the pump stations and I know other options have been explored, but there 
has got to be another option than destroying a community business. Everyone 
over at Coconut Beach has worked very hard to get it to its current standing, 
and it has truly become a great place for friends and family.  I go there almost 
every weekend, and can tell you it has good business with loyal customers. This 
past weekend I played in the Corona Wide Open tournament, and there was a 
family team of two parents and two kids. The boys had to be around 7 or 8, but 
they were playing against adults and they were winning. If coconut beach goes, 
where are those kids supposed to go to play beach volleyball? Where am I 
supposed to go to play my favorite sport? Where are WE supposed to go to have 
fun and act like kids again? I guess we could all move to Florida and play there, 
but then, who would the pumps be protecting if we all left? 
 
Please help us save Coconut Beach! 
 
 
Thanks for your time. 
 
Mallory Davis 
Coconut Beach Fan 
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From: Cowen, Kristen M
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:53:05 PM


Mr.. Owen, 
I am writing to you in support of saving Coconut Beach Volleyball. I started 
playing volleyball there when it opened over 20 years ago and still play in the 
leagues. The tournaments and games I've played in over the years are some of 
my fondest memories. It's a place where you can go to get some exercise, have 
a lot of fun and meet great people. Being from Chalmette, I have lost everything 
to Katrina and don't want Coconut Beach to be just another memory, as so many 
other things are for me. I was so excited when I heard it had reopened after the 
storm. Please don't take it away again. 
Sincerely, 
Kristi 
 
 
 
 
Kristi Cowen 
Lockheed Martin - Michoud Operations 
Software Engineer Staff 
(504) 257-0996 
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From: Ryan Campbell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:29:59 PM


Dear Mr. Gib Owens, 
 
 
 
Please save the institution know as Coconut Beach for the city of New Orleans. It 
has been around for so long, and a place where so many people call home 
including myself. PLEASE restructure your plans to save Coconut Beach. PLEASE 
PLEASE PLEASE 
 
 
 
Ryan Campbell 
 
Paralegal 
 
Barrasso Usdin Kupperman Freeman & Sarver, LLC 
 
909 Poydras Street 
 
Suite 2400 
 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
(504) 589-9791 direct number 
 
(504) 589-9991 direct fax 
 
 
 
This e-mail message and all attachments may contain legally privileged and 
protected information intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 
named above.  Receipt of this e-mail message and attachments by anyone who 
is not an intended reader does not constitute a waiver of any applicable legal 
privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy all copies of this e-
mail and notify the sender by reply e-mail that you received the message in error. 
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From: Elena Martinez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:36:27 PM


Mr Owen, PLEASE DO NOT TEAR DOWN COCONUT BEACH!!!!! C.B. is so 
important to the volleyball community which continues to expand on a daily 
basis. There is no complex within an HOUR anywhere near New Orleans. It is 
our ONLY one. PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE do not tear it down. It is such a vital part 
of our communiy. There must be some other way to drain during flooding. 
Please reconsider! It would be devastating to lose such an important part of our 
lives. Without it, we have nothing! Please SAVE COCONUT BEACH! 
THANKS! 
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From: Rob Redwood
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:05:39 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
My name is Rob Redwood, a two-year resident of Bucktown and Coconut Beach 
volleyball player. I am asking you to please consider a plan that would allow 
Coconut Beach to survive alongside the Corps future pumping station. Coconut 
Beach offers a fun, safe, family-friendly atmosphere that is unparalleled 
anywhere else in the city. I believe the facility is an extremely important part of 
the city, and I urge you to find a way for the complex to remain as untouched as 
possible in order for it to keep serving the area as it has for the past twenty 
years. The pumping station and Coconut Beach can peacefully coexist! 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rob Redwood 
504-430-5577 
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From: RAUCH, RONNIE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:55:30 PM


Gib, please reconsider the decision of possible destroying a wonderful sports 
complex. I have one son that’s been playing there since he was 16 (he’s 28 
now), he still plays and refs there. I have my younger son 18 who also plays & 
refs there. Many a night my wife and I go to coconut to watch them play. Where 
are all these young adults going to go? I would much rather my 18 to be 
hanging out at Coconut them barrooms. I would hope that the core would 
reconsider the decision to put the pumping station in another location. Thanks 
Ron Rauch 
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From: ashlee.monju@exxonmobil.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:50:14 AM


 
Mr. Gib, 
 
      I am writing in concern for COCONUT BEACH.  I have been going to 
Coconut Beach since 1997.  I have met alot of great friends and co-workers 
there.  This is not only a place where adults come to laugh, play and 
mingle; but FAMILIES also go there to have fun. Families can go there and 
not worry about their child getting kidnapped.  It is one of the safest 
areas in the city.  To me its the only place I do not have to worry about 
something awful happening to my child or other children.  Coconut Beach 
also does fund-raisers for the community and puts money back into the city. 
A city that still needs rebuilding.  A city that still needs money in these 
struggling times. 
      My happiest time after Katrina was when I found out that Coconut 
Beach was opening up again.  That made me feel like I was home.  I remember 
the first night out there, it was like a breath of fresh air outside of the 
stress of post-Katrina.  Even though there was only 6 nets, I made sure 
that myself and my team were one of the first ones back.  We ended up 
winning best of net.  My 6 year old son absolutely loves it out there.  He 
was only 3 years old when Coconut Beach reopened.  When I took him out 
there for his first time, he took to the other children out there like they 
were his family.  After that and still to this day he always ask, "Mom, can 
we go play volleyball tonight?"  To take that away from the children out 
there is what upsets me the most.  Not only are you trying to take a second 
home; but, my child and other children's play ground. 
      Myself along with hundreds of people are going to try and make sure 
that you understand how much we love this place.  How we will stand up for 
Coconut Beach.  Coconut Beach is a GREAT place.  It completes West 
End/Lakefront like the French Quarter completes New Orleans. You should 
come out to Coconut Beach.  Look for yourself with your own eyes.  The 
weekend of May 30; is the annual fund-raiser for Childrens Hospital.  Look 
and see how much money Coconut Beach raises for that NON PROFIT HOSPITAL 
THAT HELPS CHILDREN.  See how it affects your heart and soul.  I do not see 
any other sport complex doing that. Do you??  Childrens Hospital needs 
every penny that it gets to maintain their equipment; staffing of nurses, 
doctors and admitting staff; getting new and improved equipment; but most 
of all, to keep it a heart warming place so children are not afraid to go 
there. 
       YOU ARE DOING A GREAT INJUSTICE TO THE CITY AND THE PEOPLE BY 
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TAKING 
THAT PLACE!!!  You have other options.  Take the parking lot.  I'll walk 4 
blocks to go to Coconut Beach and so will everyone else.  As long has you 
don't take Coconut Beach from us.  If not for the adults, do it for our 
children and future generations. 
 
Ashlee Lynn Monju 
As Agent for Chalmette Refining, LLC 
TIMS–Central Files Coordinator  Building 04-- Room 2123 
Office (504)281-1649 
Fax (504)281-6234 
 
 
Ashlee.monju@exxonmobil.com 
 
 
 
 
 
' Do not ask the Lord to Guide your Footsteps if you are not willing to 
move your Feet' 








From: Sara Holman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Don"t take all of Coconut Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:03:34 AM


I love coconut beach, there is no place else like it around this  
city.  Please don't take it all away! 
Sara Holman 
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From: Chip Catanese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:26:14 PM
Attachments: image003.png 


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I know that you are faced with a tough decision, but you have to let coconut 
beach stay! 
 
 
 
What Coconut beach means to me: 
 
 
 
I have been playing at coconut beach for 17 years I am now 30 years old. 
 
When I evacuated for Katrina, the first thing I did, after all the chaos subsided, 
was look for a place to play volleyball. There is none in Birmingham AL. 
 
 
 
I grew up in New Orleans East, that has been taken away from me, no one 
should live in New Orleans East in its present shape. That was a Corps. mistake, 
please don’t take away coconut beach, that would be another Corps. mistake. 
 
 
 
I am want you to know that I look forward to playing at coconut beach during 
the week more than the weekend as a whole, and I love my weekends. Coconut 
beach is a way for 4,000+ New Orleanians to relax and relieve some stress. We 
are still rebuilding, don’t take away something that is a positive community 
organization. 
 
 
 
Mikey Retif is turning in his grave because of this. 
 
 
 
Signature 
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From: Peggy Prescott
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: jbclarkson@cityofno.com; Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; 


Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:51:22 PM


Save Coconut Beach! 
 
Please do not destroy one of the few icons left here in New Orleans! 
 
As a parent I beg you to reconsider taking over Coconut Beach for a pumping 
station.  I do understand the need for a pumping station but do you understand 
the need for Coconut Beach? 
 
Coconut Beach provides a outdoor setting for young people to go play a sport, 
regardless of their skill level and have a good time.  It gives our youth a place to 
go that is not solely based on drinking.  It keeps them out of trouble and 
encourages athletic and healthy activity.  I know this because my son use to 
spend every free night in the bars.  Now he goes to Coconut Beach and 
practices, plays in tournaments and has expanded his view of New Orleans and 
his life! 
 
Coconut Beach is a large part of bringing the  sport of Volleyball to the City of 
New Orleans, Jefferson Parish and the entire area.  We don't just want Coconut 
Beach, we NEED it! 
 
I know having this facility and the support of Bruce has saved more young 
people than just my son.  So please, save Coconut Beach.  The people of New 
Orleans have lost enough. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peggy Prescott 
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From: Annette Pride-Pippins
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:54:44 AM


Hi Gib, 
 
Please do not take away Coconut Beach.  The beach gives everyone something 
to do...it helps keep teenagers out of trouble. 
 
 
 
 
Have an Awesome Day! 
 
Annette Pride-
Pippins                                                                                                           
 
Market Research 
Coordinator                                                                                                
 
Omni Royal Orleans  | Omni Royal 
Crescent                                                                           
 
621 St. Louis St. - French Quarter 
New Orleans, LA 70140 
 
 www.omnihotels.com <http://www.omnihotels.com/> 
 
 
 
A member of the Global Hotel Alliance <blocked::outbind://1/www.
globalhotelalliance.com> 
 
 
 
p: 504.529.7079 | f:  504.529.7016   | e: appippins@omnihotels.com <blocked::
mailto:appippins@omnihotels.com>   
 
 
 
 
 
P Please consider the environment before printing this email 
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From: Shawn M. Ledig
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:32:17 PM


Please Consider! 
 
 
Shawn M. Ledig 
Structural/Civil Group 
LINFIELD, HUNTER, & JUNIUS, INC. 
3608 18th Street, Suite 200 
Metairie, LA  70002 
Phone: (504) 833-5300 
Fax: (504)833-5350 
Cell: (504)957-0249 
 
sledig@lhjunius.com 
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From: Philip Harris
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:44:59 AM


Mr. Owen 
 
Please use another area other than Coconut beach for adding to pumping 
station. There are no places in new orleans where you can play a fun game of 
volleyball instead of the many partying places of the city including the quarter 
where a bunch of bars and strip clubs reside. This complex is very much needed 
in keeping a healthy fun lived community where people can come together and 
have a good time. 
 
I wanted to share my voice of opinion and hope that the complex will be spared! 
Thank you so much! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Philip 
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From: Chad Picone
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please find a way to keep coconut!!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:24:36 PM


To whom this may concern, 
 
Although I understand the area is needed for pumping.. Please find a  
way to keep coconut!!!! It has been a second home to me and many  
others. Plenty money is raised every year at coconut and it's the last  
thing many of us even have left since before katrina. The whole area  
was destroyed and only memories are left so please don't take the only  
memory we still have.. Thank you for your time. 
 
God bless. 
 
Chad picone 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Martinez, Benjamin R.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:07:35 PM


Please don't tear down coconut beach. 
 
Ben Martinez 
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From: Brian McDonald
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:03:26 AM


Hi, 
 
I found out some terrible news yesterday the Corps are planning to close 
Coconut Beach. The facility has been a source of recreation and camaraderie 
over the past 10 years for me and friends.After losing two homes from Katrina 
due largely to failed levees, I cannot see how/why moving pumping station will 
improve protection. 
 
Coconut Beach is a positive for this city and the folks who take enjoyment every 
weekday playing. I urge you not to close coconut beach. 
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From: Jeanette Althans
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Cocunut Beach NOLA
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:51:08 PM


Please consider saving some portion of land so that Coconut Beach can co exist 
with the new pumping station.  I have played volleyball at Coconut Beach for 
over 17 years. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
 
 
Jeanette Althans 
Assistant Director Information Services 
Children's Hospital 
200 Henry Clay Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
jalthans@chnola.org 
(504) 896-9258 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the 
sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged 
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by 
reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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From: Rocky.Curl@laitram.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:53:41 AM


Gib, 
 
 
 
I have been playing volleyball at Coconut beach for the last two years. I also 
own a home in Lakeview. So I understand the importance of pumping water out 
of the 17 st. canal. So I hope that you can find a way to both save my home and 
save what is a very special place to a number of people. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Rocky Curl 
 
Desktop Engineer 
 
Laitram ITS 
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From: Suzanne Denu
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:21:01 AM


Dear Friends, 
 
I write this email for the purpose of persuading the Army Corp of 
Engineers 
to consider working with Coconut Beach towards a compromise, so both 
can 
co-exist. 
 
Please consider saving Coconut Beach, one of the few athletic centered, 
family friendly, original spots in New Orleans. 
 
We love the beach...!  There must be some resolution that would benefit 
both parties. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Suzanne Denu 
Children's Hospital New Orleans 
200 Henry Clay Ave 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
(504) 896-9350 
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From: Elena Martinez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:23:01 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to let you know how important Coconut Beach 
is to the surrounding community. Not only is the complex a place for people to 
play volleyball on a daily basis, it is also an escape, a place to go hang out after 
a long day of school or work. I'm sure you know how important a place like that 
can be! It is place where ANYONE is welcome, from young children to teens, 
adults, families, even pets! I have spent countless nights out there since I was in 
middle school. Now I am graduating college, with plans to move back to New 
Orleans. I played on the LSU Volleyball team and am now training to be a 
professional beach player on the AVP. Coconut Beach is my home; the place 
where I intend to train and become a professional athelete. I have several 
friends that also train at coconut beach with me multiple times a week. The long 
of the short is: PLEASE DO NOT GET RID OF COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! It 
means SO much to everyone around here and it is the single place within 50 
miles that we can play beach volleyball, especially at the high level it alone 
provdies. I hope you will reconsider and find an alternative to destroying such a 
beautiful and necessary part of our community! 
 
Sincerely, 
Elena Martinez 
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From: donphilastre@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach!
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:03:37 PM


Dear Sir, 
I understand that the existence of the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex is once 
again threatened by plans to annex up to 100% of it as part of the Corps' 
pumping station project.  You have to realize that the demise of Coconuts would 
be a step in the wrong direction in terms of the overall recovery of the 
metropolitan New Orleans area from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina.  This 
complex is a family destination for literally thousands of residents on a regular 
basis.  It serves as a gathering spot, social center and fitness center all rolled 
into one and all of these aspects as vital to the overall health of the area.  I 
believe that there are options to provide flood protection without destroying this 
institution that so many of us enjoy and support.  I implore you to do whatever 
is in your power to preserve this sanctuary that has grown to be a part of the 
very fabric of our community.  Thank you for your time. 
 
 
   Don Philastre 
     576-6841 



mailto:donphilastre@aol.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: lisaa9000@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:01:46 AM


Please save coconut beach! 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi>  
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From: Melissa Hawayek
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:50:24 PM


Mr.  Owen, 
 
Please find a way for the pumping station and Coconut Beach to coexist. 
Lakeview has already lost so  much we would hate to see another part of it gone! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melissa Hawayek 
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From: Timmy Blackshear
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:52:17 AM


SAVE THE BEACH!! 
 
Tim Blackshear 
Area Manager 
Fat Tuesday 
(504) 831-9415 
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From: Matt Primeau
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:00:49 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to express to you how important the Coconut Beach Complex is to 
Lakeview and the greater New Orleans community.  It is a true gem and source 
of recreation, entertainment, and fun for so many citizens.  I urge you to please 
spare the Coconut Beach Complex in the building of the new pumping station. 
 
Sincerely, 
Matthew J. Primeau 
1545 Prentiss Ave. 
New Orleans, LA  70122 
(847) 736-4848 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: Guillot, Michelle B
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:46:33 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I have been an avid player out at Coconut Beach since I started in the work 
force back in 1991 and my company has sponsored many teams over the years.  
It has provided me with an opportunity to socialize and exercise and build many 
contacts.  My company has also been heavily involved in the fund raisers held at 
Coconut Beach such as for Children’s hospital over the years and has used the 
complex for company volleyball matches.  I just wanted to send a note in 
support of Saving coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Michelle Guillot 
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From: Jennifer Kent
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE THE BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:49:47 AM


I've been playing volleyball at Coconut Beach know for close to 10 years!!  It's 
the break in my week that I so look forward too!  We definately go out there 
more so for the social part but for most of us it's our only form of excersie the 
older we get.  Please keep in mind all of the people who use and enjoy the 
facility when you make your decision regarding the pumping station.  These 
days, it seems that our city has less and less to offer but something like Coconut 
Beach gives us all hope that one day our city will be on the top lists instead of 
the bottom. 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
Jennifer Kent 
Member of 8 Balls and 2 Pockets, Thursday night league 
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From: gm26677@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Keep Coconut Beach Open
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:21:25 PM


Hi Gib !! 
 
I am sending this email to support Coconut Beach. 
Please try hard to find a way to keep Coconut Beach open. 
I think it is a very nice place to go and enjoy many hours of outdoor fun. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Greg Mothra 
New Orleans 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi>  
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From: csperandeo@nobleamericas.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: DON"T TAKE COCONUT BEACH AWAY!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:01:37 AM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
Bruce made an announcement last night that upset me very much. 
 
As I understand the need to protect the city but, I DO NOT WANT YOU TO TAKE 
COCONUT BEACH AWAY! 
 
I've been playing out there for the last 10 years and I absolutely love the 
complex and playing volleyball.  As you know there is no other facility of its kind 
in the New Orleans Metropolitan area and I will be devastated if you take it away 
from us.  It will be a tragedy to everyone who plays out at Coconut Beach and to 
this City if you take it away. 
 
I will be contacting my Senator, Representatives, and any news station in the 
area that will listen to my plea. 
 
Please find another alternative. 
 
Sincerely, 
Connie Sperandeo 
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From: jamie razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:03:03 PM


Dear Mr Owen, 
I just want you to know how much Coconut Beach means to me. I have played 
out at Coconut since I was in 6th grade and now I am a referee out there which 
is currently my only job. Coconut beach is more of home to me then anywhere 
else. When I was in my senior year my parents had kicked me out right before I 
was suppose to graduate while I was doing my senior internship at Coconut 
Beach. I was living with a good friend in Norco and had no ride to Coconut. The 
closest I could get was to Airline and Clearview and from there I walked which is 
about a 3 hr walk. Finishing my internship for Bruce and Coconut was very 
important to me because they have been there for me in the worst. After I 
graduated I knew that I would rather be on some kind of good terms with my 
parents so I called them and told them how we should put things behind us and 
forgive and forget. They invited me back in. When I had got back I saw that 
they had sold my car to my neighbors so I saw it everyday. Thankfully my 
parents where paying for me to attend college at UNO. When the school year 
was over, I moved back in with them for the summer. Toward the end of the 
summer they told me that they were not paying for me to go back to college and 
kicked me out again. I never had much support from my family and did not have 
much luck fixing any of my problems with them. But when I came out to 
Coconut many of my friends there helped me out and were always there when I 
needed them. I am still on good terms with my parents because its better to 
have a relationship then none but I am an independent and expect nothing from 
them. I live with a friend who is also a referee at Coconut. My parents house is 
not my home and neither is my friends. Coconut Beach is my home and I would 
do anything to keep Coconut Beach. I understand you need to protect the city 
but you don't need the entire complex to do that. Do you? There has to be a 
way where the pumping station and Coconut Beach can co-exist. I can honestly 
say that I love Coconut Beach, Bruce, and everybody else involved in the place 
more than anything else. Please do not take the only good thing in my life away. 
Coconut Beach is a bigger part of this city then you think. 
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From: Little Tabasco
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: The Complex
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:45:49 PM


Hey Gibb, 
 
 
 
Just wanted to take a second of your time and hope that my email doesn’t get 
filtered.  I know you hear many emails about  “save coconut”, “I love coconut”, 
etc etc.  And while it’s a big part of our lives Tuesday through Friday and many 
weekends, it wouldn’t be the end of the world if it were gone.  Obviously we 
would miss our time with each other and it would be said to see another 
lakefront tradition marred by Katrina.  Surely the Corp has a plan and many 
capable people who have devised a way to save homes and people’s lives. 
 
 
 
 I simply question why does it have to be this particular spot.  There is nothing 
else at the lakefront, it’s a dead zone and depressing to even drive 2 blocks past 
coconut beach.  Surely no company will rebuild a restaurant without the ability 
of obtaining insurance, so why not build around the beach.  It’s a staple that will 
never die, where both young and old, mom and sons play on the same team.  
It’s nothing that will fade away.  There are ample opportunities to build  pump 
stations beyond the beach in The Dock/Brunings parking lots and beyond.  Why 
not there?  Nothing will ever be in the spot again. 
 
 
 
 The beach is great because if a hurricane wipes it away it was only sand and a 
bar, no insurance needed.  Why not keep a positive thing in New Orleans going 
strong? 
 
 
 
I am not irrational and stating that the beach should be saved over civilians 
homes, but isn’t there an alternative? 
 
 
 
I understand it would be a cheap acquisition for the state and would eliminate 
the buyouts of homes and restaurants, but isn’t there alternatives that would 
require none of this. Surely there may be 3 options on the table now, but why 
not find 2 more options before making a final determination.  Engineers can 



mailto:LittleTabasco@cox.net

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





simply look at the large empty lot behind the complex and can tie the current 
pumps to the new station, even if it means removing the last 4 nets close to the 
canal? 
 
 
 
My simple question, why is this not an option? Why does an existing structure 
need to be consumed when there is a vacant and double the size area within 
300 yards of the existing pumps?  This parking lot still has Katrina boats sitting 
in there, why is this not the answer? 
 
 
 
Don’t let the only options on the table be just that, the only options.  
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for the time, 
 
 
 
Craig 
 








From: Scott Mouledous Jr.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach, Nola
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:01:17 AM


Dear Mr. Owens, 
 
 
 
It was very disheartening to hear that the Corps would be confiscating Mickey 
Retif Park for flood protection purposes.  Obviously, protecting the city of New 
Orleans outweighs any recreational activity in the area.  But The Corps of 
Engineers is the most renown construction entity in the world, there must be 
another solution to Orleans Parish flood protection then seizing our volleyball 
complex.  I’m sure you understand the local impact but do you realize how many 
people are going to be indirectly affected by the closing of Coconut Beach.  It is 
one of the top eight sand volleyball complexes in the country.  That should make 
or break the deal right there!  Not to mention Coconut Beach is practically a New 
Orleans Landmark.  Mr. Owens, please help out the Coconut community and 
push for a new resolution. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott Mouledous Jr. 
 
(504) 782-7147  
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From: Adam M. Toups
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:17:32 PM


Mr. Owen 
 
 
 
I was recently informed of the likelihood that the land that Coconut Beach sits on 
is in a permanent acquisition zone for a new pumping station project for the 
city.  I completely understand the importance of the pumping station for the 
protection of the city, but I am writing to ask you to do whatever is possible to 
minimize the impact the new pumping station has on Coconut Beach.  I moved 
to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.  Since moving here I have started 
playing volleyball at Coconut Beach.  I can’t tell you how much I have enjoyed 
playing and I think playing volleyball at Coconut Beach will be something that 
keeps me in the city.  I also believe that it is something that will keep other 
young adults in the city and could possibly attract some to move here.  It is 
healthy activity that many people enjoy playing.  Many people would be affected 
and saddened by the closing of Coconut Beach.  If it were possible for you 
minimize the impact on Coconut Beach by the new pumping station, you would 
make many people in the city of New Orleans happy.  I know that you will do 
what is right and best for the city. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Adam Toups 
 
 
Internal Virus Database is out-of-date. 
Checked by AVG. 
Version: 7.5.557 / Virus Database: 270.12.11/2089 - Release Date: 4/30/2009 
5:53 PM 
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From: LOPEZ, KEN J
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: C Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:18:56 PM


Gib Owen 
 
I am a 20 year veteran of Coconut Beach. I’ve seen it grow from three courts to 
the largest lighted volleyball complex in the United States.  I play 2-4 nights a 
week with over a thousand other people. We all go out there because it is a 
great way to unwind after a day at work, a great place to meet people, a safe 
place to bring the kids, good exercise, and a lot of fun. It is good for tourism as 
there are people that come into town to play in tournaments. There is a big 
national tournament this weekend and smaller ones about twice a month. 
 
 
 
Please do whatever you can to keep as much of our beach as possible intact. 
 
 
 
Thanks 
 
  
 
Life is Good-Play hard, Smile often 
 
Ken J Lopez   :-) 
 
1800 Emily St 
 
Metairie, LA 70001 
 
klopez@entergy.com 
 
Cl      504-430-3057 
 
Hm    504-833-8515 
 
Wk    504-365-3629 
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From: C. Michelle Barbeito
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:46:17 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Te 
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From: Scott McLaughlin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:25:36 AM


Dear Gib Owen, 
 
I am writing you as a concerned citizen of New Orleans.  It has  
recently come to my attention that the city has plans to confiscate  
Coconut beach.  I implore you to reconsider this plan and opt for a  
design that spares this local treasure. Coconut beach is one of the  
many reasons New Orleans is a special place and for me was a factor in  
my decision to remain in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.  Again,  
if possible please save Coconut Beach. 
 
Scott McLaughlin 
Maclin16@gmail.com 
(504)231-8881 
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From: TERRY LAMKIN
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 2:01:44 PM


Please consider the needs of New Orleans citizens regarding preservation of 
Coconut Beach.  My husband and I played there many times and now our 
children enjoy the benefits of volleyball and exercise at that location.  It has 
become a social gathering place and a part of our city's varied recreational 
activities.  Please keep it open for generations to enjoy. 
 
Joyce 
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From: Neal Meyer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:58:51 AM


I am all for protecting this wonderful city first and foremost, but I would ask that 
in that process, you consider the level of impact on Coconut Beach, as it is and 
has become a very special attribute. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 
Neal 
 
 
 
Neal Scott Meyer 
 
Murphy Appraisal Commercial Division 
 
331 Carondelet Street 
 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 
(504) 274-2661 - office 
 
(504) 274-2703 - facsimile 
 
(504) 256-1800 - cellular 
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From: Brasher, Jacob
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE OUR BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:18:54 PM


Gib, 
 
Coconut beach is just as a part of this city as the levees, without out them the 
city is in big trouble.  We would much rather clean coconut beach after every 
storm than to see it disappear forever.  There is a way to have your flood 
protection and keep coconut beach.  We are asking you to find out how.  Please 
let all of us know what you can do to help. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 
Jacob Brasher, E.I. 
 
Structural Engineering 
 
504-455-0858 
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From: C. Michelle Barbeito
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:46:14 PM


Mr.     
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From: Ken Bode
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Must Live On
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:21:09 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
Sincerely, 
Ken Bode 
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From: Brasher, Jacob
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE OUR BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 1:10:44 PM


Gib, 
 
Coconut beach is just as a part of this city as the levees, without out them the 
city is in big trouble.  We would much rather clean coconut beach after every 
storm than to see it disappear forever.  There is a way to have your flood 
protection and keep coconut beach.  We are asking you to find out how.  Please 
let all of us know what you can do to help. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 
Jacob Brasher, E.I. 
 
Structural Engineering 
 
504-455-0858 
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From: Dan S
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Seventeenth Street Canal Pumping Station
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:53:48 PM


Mr. Owen or To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
 
I have recently been advised that the Corps of Engineers is considering taking 
part or all of the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex to build the permanent 
pumping station for the Seventeenth Street Canal.  
 
 
 
First, let me express my thanks for the relentless efforts by the Corps of 
Engineering since Hurricane Katrina.  Making our city safe from future disasters 
is everyone’s highest priority. 
 
 
 
Secondly, and the purpose of this letter, is to implore you to reconsider putting 
the pumping station in another location.  Coconut Beach is one of the finest sand 
volleyball complexes in the southeast U. S.  It is also one of the only beacons of 
family fun in the entire area.  While the nightly leagues primarily cater to adults, 
there are also leagues and tournaments for teens and free play that allows 
people of all ages to participate in a fun and wholesome activity.  I have played 
regularly in leagues for the last 10+ years and have joined my family members 
and friends to play on many weekends. 
 
 
 
In short, it would be a great loss for thousands of regular users of the complex 
and the entire New Orleans area if it were to be significantly affected by the 
building of the pumping station. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your attention, 
 
 
 
Dan Stauder 
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1804 Richland Ave. 
 
Metairie, La 70001 
 
504-833-9789 
 








From: twinsmidge1@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:58:28 AM


Hi Mr. Owen, 
My name is Bridgitte Boehm. I want to tell you that it is not right if you take 
Coconut Beach. I have along with others have played at Coconut Beach for years 
and you would be taking away a tradition and past time. Coconut Beach is very 
special to many people of New Orleans. Even though there property got 
damaged after Katrina, they repaired it and opened their doors soon after. Can 
you say that for any of the other businesses in that area? No. Coconut Beach is a 
great business that is flourishing in New Orleans, why would you want to take 
that away? 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Jessica Walker
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:17:15 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I am writing to you today in public support of Coconut Beach. It is a tremendous 
asset to the city of New Orleans as a unique outdoor recreational area.    Please 
consider a plan at the 17th Street Canal that will allow Coconut Beach to coexist 
with the new pump at West End Beach. 
 
Thank you, 
Jessica Walker 
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From: hcman1998@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH NEW ORLEANS
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:46:03 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
      My name is Felix Chetta III and I am writing you in regards to the coconut 
beach volleyball complex in west end. I like so many of my other friends that are 
writing you are very concerned over the matter that is at hand. I personally 
reside in New Orleans East and this complex is one of the few bright spots that 
my friends and I are able to enjoy while continually trying to rebuild our homes 
and neighboorhoods. If there is anything in your power that you can do to avoid 
destroying one of the few places that we have to relax in this area we would 
greatly appreciate it. 
 
Thank You, 
Felix J Chetta III 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi>  
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From: jonbon8679@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 5:16:17 PM


Please save coconut beach! 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi>  
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From: Jeffrey L. Capocaccia
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:34:11 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Please don’t take COCONUT BEACH from us.  I have only been living here for 
about a year and this place is like a home away from home.  There has got to be 
somewhere else that the planned pump station can go.   
 
 
 
Jeffrey Capocaccia 
 
MCC Group, LLC 
 
3001 17th Street 
 
Metairie, LA 70002 
 
Office 504.833.8291 
 
Fax 504.831.4760 
 
Cell 504.628.6575 
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From: Chelsea Scarpuzzi
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 12:41:28 PM


                
                
To Whom This May Concern, 
My name is Chelsea Scarpuzzi and I have just finished my first year of college. I 
heard that the wonderful Coconut Beach is in jeopardy and must explain it's 
importance to me. First and foremost, Slam and Jam is a high school gathering 
that is talked about amongst high schoolers all year round. My classmates would 
begin gathering teams in August and counted down the days of this friendly 
competition. Secondly, I am a Katrina victim. My elementary school, middle 
school, summer camp, and house are gone. They have been torn down and the 
memories went with them. I've made many memories since the storm and 
Coconut Beach is a place to reminisce along with my high school itself. From 
cheering my classmates on to meeting new people and establishing new 
friendships, Coconut beach has a place in the hearts of many and doing away 
with this place would be like tearing down an old house. The memories will be 
remembered in the minds of many, but the possibility of reliving those memories 
or creating more will be forever taken from our grasps. 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH! 
 
 <http://us.i1.yimg.com/us.yimg.com/i/mesg/tsmileys2/07.gif> CHELSEA 
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From: maegan cassard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save the beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:53:52 AM


Please save Coconut beach!! Please please please please!! 
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From: Amber Andrews
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: I love Coconut Beach, please save it
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:09:54 PM


I moved to NO from Los Angles where I played beach volleyball all the time, I 
was super depressed until I found out about Coconut beach, I made fast friends 
whom I am still in contact with. 
 
Please save it! 
Amber 
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From: Tillman, Brady
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:45:39 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
First of all, thank you for the continued efforts on the part of the Corps of 
Engineers in rebuilding the storm protection infrastructure for the city. However, 
it has come up that the Coconut Beach complex will be partly to fully 
commandeered to build the new 17th Street Canal pumping station. This seems 
like an unnecessary step given the abilities of modern construction and 
engineering. Please seriously reconsider new designs which limit the volleyball 
complex size reduction to a bare minimum. There is no reason that we cannot 
come to a mutually beneficial design. The protection of the city is extremely 
important, but the corps should consider design plans best when they have the 
least impact to places like Coconut Beach that provide an excellent social impact 
on the city. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time and I hope that your design team will reconsider take 
over of the entire volleyball facility. 
 
 
 
Brady Tillman 
 
EDG, Inc. 
 
Facilities Engineering Group 
 
Direct: 504-934-2259 
 
Fax:    504-455-0868 
 
Email:  gbtillman@edg.net <mailto:gbtillman@edg.net> 
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From: Kathleen Meadows
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 3:19:29 AM


 
SAVE OUR VOLLEYBALL COURTS!! 
 
Mr.  Owen, 
If you only knew how much the volleyball courts at Coconut Beach have become 
a landmark in this town.  It is one of the many things that makes this city so 
unique.  
 
Please do not take this away from us.  
 
Kathleen Meadows 
Coconut Beach participant since 2005 
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From: Kendel
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 10:05:04 PM


To whom it may concern, 
 
We have a great time out at coconut beach and would love to continue hanging 
out there. Please consider other options for placement of a new pumping station 
as this is one of the few places where we can go and have a good time that isn’t 
only a bar. For those of us that work at night it is a great place to hang out in 
the evening and have fun with friends. It is a unique and fun place that we have 
all grown to love and do not want to see it go. For whatever good it may do, 
thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kendel Aslesen 
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From: Corey Buck
To: jbclarkson@cityofno.com; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; Hedge-
Morrell, Cynthia Councilmember Dist D; 


cc: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Saving Coconut Beach in New Orleans
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 11:25:24 AM


We all just learned a week ago that the corps of engineers is planning on taking 
Coconut Beach land for pumping station use.  PLEASE reconsider doing this. 
Coconut Beach is SO MUCH MORE than just a bunch of volleyball courts.  I 
personally have been playing there since its beginnings as 5 little volleyball 
courts along the levee, so almost 20 years.  There has to be a way that Coconut 
Beach can coexist with a pumping station.  I know the restaurant Two Tony’s 
right by the pumping station has found a way to coexist, so why can’t we keep 
our courts.  This set of courts and patch of sand has become home to so many 
of us.  The people that I have come to know and play with are more than just a 
group of players, we are all family and friends.  Three years after Katrina, New 
Orleans is still trying to get back to the way it was, the neighborhoods, the 
people, the spirit of the city.  Coconut Beach is one landmark that truly 
represents a culture, a spirit and a heart beat of the city of New Orleans that has 
given all of us a reason to stay in the city and a hope that more good times are 
to come.  I personally work for Boh Bros Construction Co., LLC and had my own 
small part on the pumping station construction project at the 17th Street Canal 
so I know the importance of pumping station, but I also know that there are 
other viable solutions to help control surge and flooding and allow us to SAVE 
COCONUT BEACH!  (I thought the boat launch facility further down the canal 
was going to be the site of a permanent pump).  This will not be the last time I 
send an email, so I want to leave you with the most important part of the 
message: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Corey Buck 
 
Boh Bros Construction Co., LLC 
 
Coconut Beach Volleyball Player 
 
 
 








From: Jason.Dussel@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:45:35 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason Dussel 
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From: ajsa_n@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 9:47:16 PM


coconut beach provides 
1. One of the few alternatives to sitting in a bar 
2. A meeting place for all ages 
3. Excersize for those who have a limited budget/time 
4. Team sports which enhance communication and responsibility 
5. Playing sports helps youth stay out of trouble 
6. Economic pass time without peer pressure to drink/smoke/be criminally active 
- just be better at "playing" 
7. Networking with people of all economic/educational backgrounds 
8. Build relationships with people of all races and religions 
9. tournaments that help sponsor needy causes (e.g. wendy's childrens hospital) 
10. life long friendships 
 
please understand, in today's times, it is important for the city and the 
community of this city to have such a positive influence. 
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From: Abbey Raaphorst
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: why...
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:51:26 AM


Why do you want to take the only thing thats left in New Orleans? Theres 
nothing left to do unless you like going to bars. I have met some of my best 
friends out at coconut and I have become closer with others. You have obviously 
never gone to Coconut Beach because you dont appreciate all that it has to 
offer. Every night during the summer or when I am in town (currently I am a 
student at LSU) you can find me on the courts at Coconut. Please dont take this 
place away from me. It is what I look forward to every day. It is my anti-drug. 
Coconut Beach is me. 
 
Abbey Raaphorst 
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From: Amy Romero
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:08:52 PM


Dear Mr Owen 
 
 
 
I want to explain to you the impact Coconut beach has had in my life, not only 
has the place itself impacted me, but the people that go there everyday is a 
huge part of my life and everything I stand for… Bruce has been a tremendous 
impact as well…. You take away our beach you take away our air pretty much… 
Yes we understand that there needs to be a pumping station, but quite frankly 
mother nature is nature and she will do what she wants when she wants, and 
there is no stopping her or preventing substantial damage… it is what it is 
 
 
 
I’ve played ball all my life and thru college and started  playing at coconut after 
college, before Katrina, but the place was so huge and I wasn’t well known 
there, then Katrina hit everything was destroyed but it took a bunch of great 
people & support to rebuild our coconut beach community.. 
 
 
 
 then I was able to play again, and worked my way up to the better courts, and 
then I started to come out of my shell, and met more and more people, but lil 
did they know what was going on in my life…. Bad marriage and mom struck w/ 
Cancer… all in the same year… one day bruce came up to me and asked if I 
wanted to ref, and based on my separation and life happenings at the time, 
seemed perfect, gave me something to do, something else other than life to 
concentrate on… 
 
Bruce coming to me meant a lot b/c it meant that I’ve done something right, in 
this life, b/c he doesn’t just pick anyone, or just let anyone ref. specific 
characteristics of each employee out there makes coconut along w/ the players 
and owners.. 
 
 
 
So here I am a ref where I can make some money, but it was never about the 
money still isn’t about the money, it’s the people who are there, From Bruce, to 
the other refs, bartenders, and players, Coconut has been my safe Haven when I 
needed it the most…. It has not only improved my game, but it has also helped 
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me grow as a person, not only physically, but mentally and emotionally… I look 
forward to every afternoon during season b/c I get to see my other family….. the 
friendships developed would of course remain, but sooo many of us come 
together for various different reasons and we are all there as one, to get away 
from the rest of life.. Coconut is the reason why I Will Not move, I have had 
plenty chances to move out of state, but I don’t trust any other complex or 
anyone else to run it the Bruce can.. I’ve never seen a man be soo involved and 
know so many people and care as much a/b a place than this man, taking this 
away would be taking a life… a bunch of lives, as one community… 
 
 
 
Coconut beach is Mercy’s playground an escape from a hard days work or a fight 
w/ a significant other or a health club for most people or just plain fun for 
everyone.. I’ve had some hard times in the last 3 years and coconut beach has 
been my backbone… I learned soo much, and would love to help see others 
grow, and gain the experience, of what it means to be a community… people 
believe communities is where you live, not all of the time, well some of us doo 
live at coconut… but still we are a tight nit group, I even schedule my vacation 
around my games…. Some of us are there for leisure, but some of us compete 
all over the gulf coast this our practice field… its not fair… sure there is more in 
the city to protect, but Katrina took a lot away from many people, some of us 
ONLY have Coconut Beach left from before Katrina, you take this away you take 
our livelihood! 
 
 
 
There is  always another way… please consider taking other measures, to have 
the permanent pumping station elsewhere… 
 
 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
Amy Romero, 
 
Upload Specialist & 
 
HMDA Coordinator 
 
Ph. 504.841.7367 
 
Fax. 504.841.2891 
 
 







 
 
 








From: Lisa Ancalade
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:52:22 AM


Please save coconut beach 
    
                        
FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!  <http://www.
incredimail.com/index.asp?id=109094&rui=65854987> 
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From: John-Michael Early
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 11:01:11 AM


Greetings, 
 
This is John-Michael Early, a student at LSU and a native of Mid-City New 
Orleans. I am one of the many fans of Coconut Beach and would appreciate any 
compromise that could be reached to preserve this treasure in the city. While all 
the supporters understand and respect the importance of a pumping station, I 
hope that we can all reach a solution to do what needs to be done to protect our 
region as well keep Coconut Beach alive and thriving! So many of us have years 
of memories there, and mountains more to make in the future. 
 
Thanks for all that you do, 
 
Sincerely, 
John-Michael 
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From: Brent Simmons
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:09:31 AM


to whom it may concern: 
 
coconut beach has been a long time great place for friends to go out and have a 
good time and a well known spot amongst the people of the new orleans area. i, 
personally, would hate to see something so nice and so well run be destoyed 
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From: chollo29@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 9:09:07 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I have been a patron of Coconut Beach for the past 8 years. It is also where my 
wife and I met in 2002. We have many fond memories and experiences there, 
and it has grown to be our favorite social and recreational facility in the city. 
Beyond my personal views, this facility has become a popular, unique, and 
family-friendly arena, not to mention one of the premiere volleyball complexes in 
the country. 
 
As a native of New Orleans, I kindly propose that you and the Corps of 
Engineers continue to explore and consider alternative sites for the pumping 
station that is now being planned on the grounds of Coconut Beach. I know your 
organization is doing everything they can to protect our city from future storms. 
As an engineer myself I understand there are many technical challenges the 
Corps face in making the right decisions for our community. 
 
In most engineering solutions there are compromises, and decisions are made to 
meet the right economic and technical requirements.  In this case, I ask that you 
consider the impact in compromising Coconut Beach in lieu of these other 
elements. I know proper protection for our city is paramount, but reaching a 
solution that preserves Coconut Beach and maintains the required protection is 
the right decision for our community. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Chris and Beth Holloway 
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From: Stacie Jirovec
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Must Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:44:31 PM


To whom this May Concern, 
 
Coconut beach is a great asset to this City and State. Please arrange for a way 
for the pumping stations to coexist!!!!!! 
 
Thanks, 
Stacie Jirovec 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic transmission and the information 
contained herein 
is transmitted to and intended for the use of the addressee(s).  If you are not an 
intended 
recipient of this message, you are advised that any further dissemination, copy 
or distribution 
of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, 
please notify 
the sender by return e-mail or telephone (504) 831-4091 and delete the 
message in its entirety. 
  
IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Pursuant to U.S. Treasury Regulations, we are 
now required 
to advise you that, unless explicitly stated above to the contrary: (1) the 
contents and 
conclusions (if any) contained in this communication (including any attachments) 
are preliminary 
in nature and do not express a formal opinion contemplated by IRS Circular 230; 
(2) nothing 
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is intended to be 
used, or may be 
relied upon or used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that 
may be imposed 
under the Internal Revenue Code; and (3) any statement contained in this 
communication 
(including any attachments) relating to any federal tax issue may not be used by 
any person to 
support the promotion, marketing of, or used to recommend any transaction or 
matter addressed 
in this communication. 
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From: Anna
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:08:40 PM


PLEASE!!! 
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From: Kristie Palermo
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Kendra Reade; Chris Reade; Carlos Pasos; Brian Jones; Jeff Teague; 


Leigh Manganello; Heather Albano; John Albano; Amy Dickson; 
Greg Kolenovsky; Allen Kuhnell; Carol Nahrwold; Mark Johnson; 
Stu Palermo; Sid Steabman; Tom Soroe; white323@cox.net; 


Subject: Save Coconut Beach - yes me too!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:50:53 AM


Hi Mr. Owen, 
I know you have recieved many emails about saving Coconut Beach and so I will 
keep mine fairly brief. 
I've played at Coconut Beach for almost 10 years now and it is truly one of the 
main reasons I still live in New Orleans. About 5 years ago I had the chance to 
move away but because of the friendships/family I developed at Coconut Beach, 
I am deeply rooted in New Orleans. Our 'Tribe' as we like to call it, started out 
10 years ago as a group of fun singles looking for something positive and 
healthy to do with our time. We began playing together and formed friendships 
and even began volunteering locally together. Our group, of over 40 would meet 
up to volunteer by helping clean schools and playgrounds, painting houses and 
mentoring kids and then we'd head over to Coconut to play some pickup 
volleyball. We found each other at volleyball and as a result we encouraged each 
other to be better people and better citizens of New Orleans - an impact that can 
not be measured. 
 
This group is now mostly married, many have children and our dynamincs have 
changed but we still meet up on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays to play 
volleyball, talk about our lives and the city we love. 
 
I can't quite express how glad I am that I decided to stay in New Orleans. I have 
an amazing life filled with a family of friends that keep me going every day and 
really it all started with Coconut Beach. I was one of the ones cleaning up 
Coconut Beach after Katrina so that myslef and my friends would have an outlet 
to release some of the stress of the aftermath and I would do it again if needed.  
 
Please consider this note and all of the other emails in your decision to locate 
the new pumping station. 
Thanks for your time Mr Owen, 
 
Kristie Palermo 
New Orleanian & Coconut Beach Volleyballer 
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From: CLAASSEN@aol.com
To: wendyaadams@gmail.com; 
cc: agreenbaum@ups.com; kujomo@gmail.com; MVN Environmental; 


bethg@krebssurvey.com; kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; melanieroy1@gmail.com; 
cmpasos@cox.net; heather480b@yahoo.com; jralbano1@yahoo.com; 
EllenA@unitedwaynola.org; djjuanes1977@yahoo.com; manello@auduboninstitute.
org; binlondon@hotmail.com; Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; 
jbean@cfbean.com; mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; jude.
boudreaux@gmail.com; fitzkaren@gmail.com; amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; 
egbrett@edg.net; kencazaubon@yahoo.com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; 
jcminyme@yahoo.com; schyzyk@yahoo.com; doncos@webtv.net; 
johnc@stewartla.com; dawn.davis@noaa.gov; dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.
Davis@maf.nasa.gov; adicks@lsuhsc.edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; 
cdusang@yahoo.com; Teamfreeland@cox.net; avfroelich@gmail.com; 
jfuentes70@gmail.com; jpfunk123@yahoo.com; mdfunk@hotmail.com; 
gg_gag@cox.net; EddyG9@cox.net; phickm@gmail.com; Mark.
Hogan@smtechnologies.com; danelleindovina@yahoo.com; katie.ives@gmail.com; 
tjackson@timespicayune.com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net; jennrj73@yahoo.com; 
mjohns9@entergy.com; bjones@carrolltontech.com; jujones2000@yahoo.com; 
giovannicjuarez@yahoo.com; karenmj76@hotmail.com; lovekkj11@hotmail.com; 
stephhjuarez@yahoo.com; sjuarez8@cox.net; erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.
kuhnell@gmail.com; qlandry@cox.net; valandry_1214@yahoo.com; 
armandoleduc@yahoo.com; steph_lee74@yahoo.com; Loriannlevy@aol.com; 
smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com; lmanganello@carrolltontech.com; 
gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.
net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; 
NNiklaus@test-us.com; kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; 
wayne@bridgehouse.org; bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; 
k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.com; 
nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.com; RPIRAGUSA@aol.com; 
readec@carrolltontech.com; kendramail@gmail.com; MelodyR@unitedwaynola.
org; reidlc@arlaw.com; cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com; russout@netzero.com; 
sreiher@operationkids.org; Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.us; 
originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.edu; 
msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; ernesto@kgla.
tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.soroe@bellsouth.
com; sidnola@yahoo.com; Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; 
tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; TinaVega@cox.net; constance5171@yahoo.com; 
tcward@bellsouth.net; alyssaw@bb-cpa.com; Jeriland222@aol.com; 
leicachris@worldnet.att.net; m_winton@yahoo.com; Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.
nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; FaschanA@cdm.com; 
gnevels@cox.net; adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.com; mla@abtinc.us; j.
mike.adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; joycebergman@hotmail.
com; Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; 
joshbeezley@yahoo.com; BAKIKUCHI@aol.com; bfreese@vbar.com; 
bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.brown.
experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.com; 
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doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; FIRE3RD08@aol.com; 
george@videojones.com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; 
eric@redhive.com; godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; 
rfleischmann@cox.net; Cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; hjwii@hotmail.
com; simon.heather@yahoo.com; lynncj@gmail.com; vbjesus@gmail.com; 
harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.edu; kenneth.j.leveque@lmco.com; 
Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; jeffk@southerntheaters.net; 
kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; laraway@kw.com; lsison77@yahoo.
com; mickey70122@gmail.com; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; ryanneal25@hotmail.
com; saskia2222@hotmail.com; Nawlinsdweller@aol.com; petunia666@msn.com; 
PandDGath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.pitz@gmail.com; 
paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; rhettroberts@msn.com; 
rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; thevenot@audubon-engineering.
com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; vickiesemail@cox.net; 
gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; 
Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 10:52:28 AM


 
meeting tonight at St Dominic's  see below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pumping station meeting is tonight 
 
Corps to discuss choice of lakefront location 
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 
From staff reports 
 
The Army Corps of Engineers will discuss its plans for building permanent pump 
stations at the ends of the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London Avenue canals at 
a 7 p.m. meeting today in Lakeview. 
 
The meeting will discuss potential human and environmental impacts of the locations 
for the new pump stations described in Individual Environmental Report No. 5, which 
outlines alternative locations the corps has considered. 
 
The corps plan -- building new pump stations to work in tandem with existing pumps 
at the southern ends of the open canals -- has been criticized by New Orleans and 
Metairie residents and several members of Congress, who would rather see the older 
stations eliminated and the canals replaced with concrete culverts. Some critics also 
want part of the stormwater entering the 17th Street Canal from Metairie to be piped 
to the Mississippi River. 
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The corps report and other information on the environmental issues involved in 
raising the area's levee system to protect from potential flooding caused by a 
hurricane with a 1 percent chance of occurring in any year -- a 100-year hurricane -- 
is available on the Web at http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/ . 
 
Tonight's meeting at St. Dominic's School, 6326 Memphis St., New Orleans, begins 
with a 6 p.m. open house. 
 
 
 
In a message dated 5/15/2009 11:41:15 P.M. Central Daylight Time, 
wendyaadams@gmail.com writes: 
 
        
        great letter Ben! im all for pump to the river myself.  u familiar w/it? pump to 
the river is considered a "drainage" solution and this station is considered flood 
protection.  we need both. the corp argument is: they wont do it, two different 
projects two monies, their project is flood protection only. asinine f'ed up stuff, huh? 
 
        i think the canals should be filled in. 
        
        keep up the campaign.  great stuff! 
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        On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 2:38 PM, <CLAASSEN@aol.com> wrote: 
        
 
                
                Wendy et al, 
                 
                lots of other space-- are the apartments nearest to the beach redone? see 
map in file 
                 
                my concerns--------------------- 
                 
                Dear Army Corps Project Manager for 17th Street Canal Pumps, 
                 
                 
                I have tried to understand the goals and projects that the Corps is doing 
to protect the city of New Orleans from levee breaks and save the destruction by 
flooding, which unfortunately has already occurred. 
                 
                As one of many citizens who have no confidence in the analysis and 
solutions in the Corps plans, I am also at a loss to understand the option to add 
pumps where a viable sand volleyball complex is thriving. 
                 
                Please sharpen your pencils, adjust your calculations and do not acquire 
ANY of the volleyball complex that Bruce White has worked so hard to bring back. 
                 
                Outstanding questions: 
                 
                Why did the quick fix pumps right by the bridge go in, in the first place? 
                Quick, a knee jerk reaction to flooding when it was too late, (after the 
flood)  with the only value being to cover the very low risk chance of Katrina 2 
striking the levees within the next three years? 
                 
                How is it that the pumping capacity is not additive so that the same 
pumps should remain with parallel of series pumping additions to either add higher 
volume or higher lift, respectively? 
                 
                In the site plan, why are the locations closest to the present pumps not 
preferable to the sand volleyball complex? 
                 
                What citizen value of the sand volleyball complex is being used in the 
economic evaluation? 
                 
                Ben Claassen, 
                 
                Citizen of Mid City and volleyball player for 30 plus years 
                







---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                 
                In a message dated 5/14/2009 7:52:00 A.M. Central Daylight Time, 
wendyaadams@gmail.com writes: 
 
                        
                        Dear Mr Owen, 
                        
                        My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut 
Beach volleyball community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during 
Katrina, and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
                        Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are 
volleyball fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity 
that will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 
great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or socializing in 
a smokey bar room.  
                        Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and 
soul of what New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started 
on net 18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my 
office, right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being outside, 
and the wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and would hang 
around after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get enough of the 
outdoors and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft team and made the 
first of many good friends.  Over the years we have worked our way up to the 
advanced level nets, and improving our volleyball but more importantly developing 
the type of friendships that can only be likened to family. For years now, season after 
season, we see each other several nights a week for hours on end.  We spend 
holidays together, enjoy all the local festivals en masse, vacation together, and never 
miss birthdays.  We are professionals and students, single and married, aged 18 thru 
to and past 60. Some of us are born and raised here, some came down for school or 
work and fell in love with the city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
                        When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but 
those of us who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up 
and running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, 
reuniting with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, 
traveling each night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to 
Coconut brought a sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life was so 
surreal. 
                        After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we 
were asked by the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why 
stay?"   The answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, 
the culture, the people...always the people. 
                        Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships 
clearly has a fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is 
expectant and deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all 







believe the effort to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, 
but surely there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at 
West End Beach. There are so many who would be devastated if we lost Coconut 
Beach.  It is not worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work and plan to 
ensure the survival and longevity of the region, if the very element we wish to 
preserve is destroyed in the process. 
                        We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and 
Coconut Beach is a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we 
are rebuilding. We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
                        
                        -Wendy Adams 
                        
                        
                        On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 6:24 AM, <agreenbaum@ups.com> wrote: 
                        
 
                                Mr. Owen, 
                                
                                Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans 
and its neighboring cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the 
years since Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm 
forced the city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to rebuild, or 
forge on to 'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was felt.  In reality, 
the loss each person felt following Katrina was really relative to their specific 
situation.  Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the closure of a favorite 
restaurant, the house you grew up in, the home you lived in, or a loved one, we all 
felt a loss.  The sad thing is that there is no way to tell the physical and emotional toll 
this has taken on the all of those affected by Katrina.  In addition to having to rebuild 
our lives and (in many cases) homes, we also had to manage those intangible losses.  
In many ways, it is those intangible things that get us through the hard times.  
However, it is those same intangible things that some people appear to be taking for 
granted. 
                                
                                Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To 
the outsider, it is just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of 
Coconut Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball 
complex.  However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball complex.  
For me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives for 20 plus 
years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our gym.  It is that 
one safe place where our children can run and play without worry.  It is where many 
met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  Whether that is an escape from 
work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 4 years, Coconut Beach is, and has 
been, that place for thousands of people for a long time.  If asked, many would tell 
you they were there to rebuild Coconut before their home.  However, if there is any 
question as to what Coconut means to its legions of supporters, I invite you to visit 
the bar and peruse the years and years of pictures on display.  In effect, you are 







walking into a lot of homes and telling them to find a new place to live. 
                                
                                Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I 
do not think we can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to 
what was once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever 
again see the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we are 
receiving greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only boosts the 
city's image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more sponsored tournaments, 
which will bring people into the city to play, watch, and support.  Again, it may be 
easy to dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, but for us it is clearly a growing 
entity benefitting its city. 
                                
                                As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, 
phone calls, & news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go 
away.  On a personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given 
night of the week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just 
welcomed a son into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to share 
the love of the sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what was, will be 
another in a long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I implore you to engineer 
another solution that will allow Coconut to continue to thrive. 
                                
                                Regards, 
                                
                                Adam Greenbaum 
                                Business Manager, UPS 
                                
                                <mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
                                
                                ________________________________ 
                                From: Wendy Adams [wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
                                Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:27 PM 
                                To: kujomo 
                                Cc: Melanie Roy; Carlos Pasos; Heather Albano; John Albano; 
Ellen Altamirano; Juan Altamirano; Meredith Anello; B; Susie b; Grace Bank; Janet 
Bean; Marissa Billings; Erin Alexander Bolles; Jude Boudreaux; Karen (Fitzgerald) 
Boudreaux; Amy Boyle; Elliott Brett; Ken Cazuban; Maria Cea; Jeanne Charlebois; 
Steven Chyzyk; Donald Costello; John Costello; Dawn Davis; Dorette Davis; Kevin C 
Davis; Amy Dickson; DMendez; chris dusang; Michael F. Freeland; Allison Froelich; 
Jorge Fuentes; Jeff Funk; Melissa Funk; Gina Gaglianno; Greenbaum Adam (nol1atg); 
Eddy J. Gutierrez; Peter Hickman; Mark Hogan; Danelle Indovina; Katie Ives; Ted 
Jackson; estell johnson; Jennifer Johnson; Mark Johnson; Brian Jones; Julie Jones; 
Giovanni Juarez; karen juarez; Karina Juarez; Stephanie Juarez; Sandy Juarez-
Johnson; Erin Kenly; Allen Kuhnell; Quinn Landry; Vicky Landry Landry; Armando 
Leduc; STEPHANIE LEE; Lori Levy; Steve Majors; Leigh Manganello; Geneva Marney; 
Julie Marsh; J & MB Green; Andrea McNeil; J Mitchell; anna alford nelson; Nick 
Niklaus; Kris Norenberg; Dennis O'Hara; Wayne Olivio; Bora Ozkan; Holly Palermo; 
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Kristie Palermo; Stu Palermo; Emily Palit; Tapash Palit; Nancy Price; Carolyn 
Przybylski; Dominick Ragusa; Christopher Reade; Kendra Reade; Melody Reed; Lee 
Reid; Cheryl Reinhard; Russell Richards; Steve Reiher; Kathy Riedlinger; Julie and 
Larry Robinson; Roy; DiLenny Rocca-Dominguez; Monica Sánchez; Gregory F 
Schieleit; Ernesto Schweikert; Jose Servin; Amanda Smithson; Ian Smithson; Thomas 
Soroe; Sidney Steabman; Jon Stoddard; Jeffrey Teague; TimRyan_NOVAC; 
TinaVega@cox.net; connie ward; Tom & Claire Ward; Alyssa Wenck; Jeri Wheeler; 
Christopher Williams; Mark Winton; Amber Ellinwood; April Villa; Darin Acosta; 
Faschan, Adam; Jenn and Garland Nevels; Kristen Adams; LACone@aol.com; Mary 
Lou Adams; Mike Adams; Rebecca; Bergman, Joyce; Bordes, Jeremy F; Marjorie 
Bilinski; Beezley, Josh; Brenda Kikuchi; Brian Freese; Bridget Falcon; chris@reine.biz; 
doug brown; carl doescher; Carol Nahrwold; Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; Chin, 
Kenny K; David Shackelford; doug; Durio, Blaise; Greg Davis; E-mail, George Matulik; 
E-mail, Jamie Muscarello; Elliott Brett; eric; Eric vb Porter; Tim Thomas (E-mail); 
Robert Fleischmann; Craig G; Michael Henry; harold sand ninja, harold sand ninja; 
Heather Simon; Lynn Hamilton; Peter Hickman; harrisdavid59@msn.com; Klein, 
Jennifer M.; Leveque, Kenneth J; Jenna Wenna; jason ortis; Jeff Klein; Kenny 
Leveque; Ken Lopez; laraway@kw.com; Linda Sison; Mickey; monicadbell@bellsouth.
net; Ryan Neal; sand Ninja, ben; sand ninja, saskia; sand ninja, Steve volleyball; 
Stephanie Plescia; panddgath@aol.com; Richard Prator; Shawn Pitz; Espinoza, Pedro; 
Roberts, Rhett; Roberts, Rhett; Randy Tabor; Rhonda Zimmer; Toby Thevenot; Toby 
Thevenot; Mays, Amber; Vickie Lory; Gail Vball; Bruce White 
                                
                                Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
                                
                                
                                Does anybody know Frank Davis?!?!  It would be great to get 
him out there to do a story Thursday or Friday night. 
                                
                                
                                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:18 PM, kujomo <kujomo@gmail.
com<mailto:kujomo@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                                Likewise. I am also working contacts on facebook and myspace. 
                                
                                Joe 
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:16 PM, Melanie Roy 
<melanieroy1@gmail.com<mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                                I emailed mine a minute ago and I hope all you guys make 
sure we are heard!!!  Mel 
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                                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 1:55 PM, Carlos Pasos 
<cmpasos@cox.net<mailto:cmpasos@cox.net>> wrote: 
                                I apologize if some of you get this message more than once, 
but it's just that important. feel free to cut and paste 
                                Thanks 
                                
                                Carlos Pasos 
                                Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                                
                                www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
                                504.710.8990 
                                carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                                
 
                                Dear Mr Owen 
                                I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand 
what Coconut Beach means to me and the community. 
                                18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I 
didn't know myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut 
beach became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children play 
together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in our 
community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe environment. 
Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where people can stay fit 
and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, where we all can feel 
good about ourselves and our community. 
                                After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many 
of its life long members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing 
because it was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; 
Coconut Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and 
that number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it would 
live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once was. 
                                Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send 
the wrong message about what is important in our community by ripping away even 
more than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, 
we don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help don't 
help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a positive in 
our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
                                Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our 
lives and our community. 
                                Thanks 
                                The Pasos Family 
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                                Carlos Pasos 
                                Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                                
                                www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
                                504.710.8990 
                                carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                                
                                830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
                                
                                
                                
                                On May 13, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Wendy Adams wrote: 
                                
                                This is an effort to bombard the USACE with emails TODAY. 
                                
                                The May 2009 plans for the Pumping station at the 17th Street 
Canal have been released and Coconut Beach will definitely be impacted.  Coconut 
Beach may soon be closed for good if we don't act in unison now.  We all believe 
flood protection is the first priority for the city but there must be a way Coconut 
Beach and the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
                                
                                We have learned that the support Coconut Beach received from 
the over two hundred volleyball players who attended the meeting at St Paul's last 
spring went over very well.  Our efforts were successful, as the ACE and the city had 
no idea we were here in such a large capacity.  Please take a break at lunchtime or a 
quick moment in your day to send Gib Owen of the ACE an email about what Coconut 
Beach means to you. 
                                
                                The May ACE report indicates that II Tony's Restaurant has 
some 2,300 emails regarding public support, and Coconut Beach has only 4.  We 
hope to blow them away by the end of the day.  Please help make it happen. 
                                
                                Please also forward your emails to friends, family, and anyone 
who could possibly help with our cause. 
                                
                                Thank you, 
                                
                                Wendy 
                                
                                
                                Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                                
                                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
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                                Bruce has also announced that the local television news 
stations will be out at Coconut tonight around 7pm. 
                                Please come out to show your support if you can. 
                                
                                
                                
                                Attached is additional information that you will need to contact 
Gib Owen. 
                                
                                I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project 
manager for the 
                                pumping station at the 17th canal for the Corp of Engineers 
                                
                                The land that Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a 
                                Permanent Acquisition Zone. 
                                
                                Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach 
would be used in the 
                                New Pumping Station. 
                                
                                Gib Owen has told us that the Corps know the value of the 
Mickey Retif 
                                Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and 
friends of the 
                                Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone 
number and 
                                please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
                                
                                Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                                
                                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                                
 
                                Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available 
at the 
                                
                                http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> Web site or, in a  
hard copy format, by 
                                
                                contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 
504-862-1337 or 
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                                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 
                                
 
                                Please click on the links below to gain access to documents 
now available 
                                for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and 
projects. 
                                
                                
                                
                                ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://
www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
                                
 
                                -The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment 
(EA) # 474 and 
                                Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out 
for public 
                                review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 
16 May 
                                2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
                                
                                Thanks for your support. 
                                
                                HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
                                
                                WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
                                
                                Bruce 
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
 
 
 
                
________________________________ 
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                Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://
travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?
ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://travel.aol.
com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 



http://travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002

http://travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002

http://travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002

http://travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002

http://travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002






From: Jody Cicero
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:51:17 AM


Coconut Beach is just as much of a part of New Orleans as the French 
Quarter and Jackson Square.  It has played a major role in the lives 
of many New Orleanians for many years and should continue to do so. 
The complex is thirving and to destroy it would be yet another black 
eye in the recovery of this great city.  Please do not destroy what 
has meant so much to so many people over the years! 
 
Save Coconut Beach!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Jody cicero 
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From: Chris Trentecosta
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach  
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 10:08:05 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that Coconut Beach may soon be expropriated by the Corps of 
Engineers for the construction of a new pumping station. I fully support the 
construction of a new pumping station after seeing firsthand the devastating 
effects of Hurricane Katrina and the failure of the levee system within New 
Orleans. I think it is safe to say that everyone that lives in the Greater New 
Orleans area welcomes any attempt to make this a safer place to live and to 
mitigate any damages from hurricanes that are sure to hit this area again in the 
future. 
 
The reason I feel the need to write you is to express what Coconut Beach means 
to the people that enjoy using the facility. I have been an avid volleyball player 
at Coconut Beach for the last 8 years. I'm a forty-year-old father of two young 
children who often works 40-60 hours a week. I look forward to my league 
volleyball night at Coconut Beach more than almost anything else. All of life's 
stress and worries just seem to melt away when I am playing volleyball with my 
friends at Coconut Beach. 
 
Besides the tangible benefits that can be gained from playing volleyball at 
Coconut Beach (i.e., becoming a better volleyball player through the instruction 
and advice of CB's top-notch staff, health benefits from the physical activity, 
etc.) the intangibles are just as important to mention (i.e., teamwork, 
sportsmanship, etc.). 
I can't even begin to imagine what a great loss the closing of Coconut Beach 
would be to the people that enjoy playing out there regularly. On any given 
night, you can see all types at Coconut Beach: young; old; male; female; 
athletic; not-so athletic; and everything in between. What I am trying to say is 
that what we have at Coconut Beach is a truly rare thing and I believe this city 
would be much worse without it. We are truly lucky to have a world-class 
volleyball facility here in New Orleans. 
 
I am sure the Corps of Engineers must have some alternate site plans that can 
be used for the new pumping station or that the plans can be revised in such a 
way that does not result in the complete closure of Coconut Beach. I implore you 
to please consider an alternative course of action that will have the least impact 
on Coconut Beach. Surely a compromise can be reached that will give the people 
of New Orleans the added flood protection that we need while keeping this 
popular, family-friendly facility fully operational. I would truly hate to see our 



mailto:Chris.Trentecosta@pmolink.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





quality of life diminish even more than it has over the last few years. On behalf 
of all of the people that use the facility regularly, please help us by doing 
whatever you can to keep Coconut Beach open at its present location. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. 
 
Best, 
 
Chris Trentecosta    
 
 
 
 








From: Shelly Dupuy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:47:14 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 I am writing to ask that you not take Coconut beach and turn it into a pumping 
station. I have been playing there since I was 14 years old, and at 27 I realize 
how important of a place this has been to me throughout my life. I grew up their 
and made many of my closest friends at coconut beach. Please take our e-mails 
seriously and find another place to put this pumping station that we all know is 
necessary. 
 
 Thanks for you time. 
 
Shelly Dupuy 
504-450-7852 
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From: Kim Isme
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please don"t take away Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:00:52 PM


Please don't take away Coconut Beach again!  I have been playing volleyball at 
Coconut Beach for 8 years.  It is a fun and safe environment for people of all 
ages.  This is where we go to destress from long days at work and other 
problems we may face in life.  Taking away the beach is like breaking up a 
family. Yes....we could relocate,but it would not be the same.  This is our home 
away from home.....the home of Coconut Beach! 
 
 
                          Thanks, 
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From: kujomo
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:42:47 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I was recently informed about the May 2009 plans for the 17 St. Canal Pumping 
Station and how it will impact Coconut Beach. This location of the new pumping 
station will shut Coconut Beach down for good. Bringing it back after Katrina 
took a voluntary collaborated effort of hard work, sweat, and money bringing. 
Practically every team helped in some degree. I just cannot believe or accept it 
being over. Is there any way at all that Coconut Beach and the new pumping 
station can co-exist by choosing another location? 
 
Coconut Beach is important to the rebuilding efforts of New Orleans. Each team 
member consists of people who work hard, some having two jobs to make ends 
meet. Coconut Beach is some people's only activity during the week. This is the 
case with my wife and I who play on the same Wednesday night team. Without 
it, we (as well as many other couples we see) would lose this important social 
part of our lives and may never see other people who are in the same boat. The 
hard-working middle-class NEED this to continue their busy work weeks. Its a 
breath of fresh air and something to look forward to. It also re-energizes me to 
continue working hard. Coconut Beach is a good thing and it ceasing to exist 
would definitely put a damper on all of the hard-working middle-class who chose 
to stay in New Orleans. Just as this city is important to me, so is Coconut Beach.  
 
Please reconsider another location so Coconut Beach and the new pumping 
station can co-exist. 
 
Best Regards. 
Joe Molero 
Wednesday Night Team: IronMatrix 
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From: Greg Bruce
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Pump Stations
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 10:17:29 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
 
 
            Please don’t take over all of coconut beach if you don’t have to. I play 
there 3 nights a week and I haven’t had as much fun playing sports since I was 
playing lakeview soccer at 10 years old. I appreciate your chance at making a 
fair evaluation of the situation. 
 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
 
 
John-David Bruce 
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From: Shelly Dupuy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:45:43 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to ask that you not take Coconut beach and turn it into a pumping 
station. I have been playing there since I was 14 years old, and at 27 I realize 
how important of a place this has been to me throughout my life. I grew up their 
and made many of my closest friends at coconut beach. Please take our e-mails 
seriousely and find another place to put this pumping station that we all know is 
neccissary. 
 
Thanks for you time. 
 
Shelly Dupuy 
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From: Kim Isme
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please don"t take away Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 4:00:51 PM


Please don't take away Coconut Beach again!  I have been playing volleyball at 
Coconut Beach for 8 years.  It is a fun and safe environment for people of all 
ages.  This is where we go to destress from long days at work and other 
problems we may face in life.  Taking away the beach is like breaking up a 
family. Yes....we could relocate,but it would not be the same.  This is our home 
away from home.....the home of Coconut Beach! 
 
 
      Thanks, 
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From: Ishwor Aryal
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:42:29 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I have been going to coconut beach for more than a year now. It is one of the 
best outdoor entertainment, gathering and exercise facility which is affordable to 
any kind of people to socialize with different kinds of people and families. 
 
 
 
For people like me, this is a valuable and respected place to hang out with 
friends, meet new people from around the greater city of New Orleans, have 
some physical exercise at the same time. 
 
 
 
I am saddened to hear that the beach is about to taken away. I along with 
1000s of people who enjoy that place would like to request you to save that 
place for us with the continuation of the operation of the beach. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your kind consideration. 
 
 
 
Ishwor Aryal 
 
Data Management Specialist 
 
Office of Admissions 
 
103 Administration Bldg. 
 
Univeristy of New Orleans 
 
2000 Lakeshore Drive 
 
New Orleans, LA 70148 
 
iaryal1@uno.edu <mailto:iaryal1@uno.edu> 
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Office: (504) 280-7017 
 
Fax: (504) 280-5522 
 
 
 








From: Laurie D"Aquila
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 9:38:11 AM


Please do not shutdown coconut beacr.  This is a hidden treasure in this city and 
there is nothing else like it. It would be a huge loss for the city to lose another  
asset due to hurricane katrina which occurred almost 4 years go. 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
-- 
-Laurie D'Aquila 
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From: Thomas Dantin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:19:15 AM


Mr. Gib 
 
   I might not mean anything to you being that i am a simple citizen, but there's 
a problem that we have to discuss. The possible complete closer of coconut 
beach has got me worried. I discovered this place a few months ago and have 
gone at least once a week since then. The people are great and the 
sportsmanship displayed on the courts is unmatched. This is one of the few 
recreation places that i truly enjoy going to with my friends. Unless you plan on 
relocating it within the same area it is now,  please don't touch it. Sure, I'm 18 
years old and maybe in a few years i won't be going as often but the fact that its 
there is really great. Every time we go, we usually get more and more people to 
go. They're usually thinking that it will be a disappointment until they're actually 
there and participating in the sport. Quick question Mr. Gib. Have you ever 
played at coconut beach? I would like you to at least go there once, just once, 
before you make your final decision. Take my word for it, the experience in 
unlike no other. 
 
                                                     Thanks For Your Time In Reading this, 
                                                            Thomas Dantin 
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From: Shapiro, Daniel
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: DON"T TAKE COCONUT AWAY
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 9:33:19 AM


Mr. Owens, 
 
I wanted to take a minute to beg that you chose another location for the new 
pumping station.  Coconut Beach is an unbelievable and extremely unique 
recreational center that provides so many people of all ages a fun, healthy, safe 
place for outdoor activity and recreation.  It gives kids a place to go to keep 
them out of trouble and off the streets. It is the largest beach volleyball court in 
the country in brings in large a tournament (on the national scale) which 
increases revenue to the city of New Orleans.  Coconut beach is a unique 
amazing place that brings so much happiness to a large diverse group of people.  
 
Hurricane Katrina has caused so much damage to our city already. Please don’t 
allow Katrina to take Coconut away too! 
 
 
Daniel Shapiro 
 
Waldemar S. Nelson and Co. 
 
1200 St. Charles Ave. 
 
New Orleans, LA  70130 
 
Direct Phone:  (504)  593-5239 
 
Email: Daniel_Shapiro@fmi.com <mailto:Daniel_Shapiro@fmi.com> 
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From: Edina Dobi
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:05:56 AM


Hey, 
 
I'm a volleyball player from UNO and we really like to practice at Coconut Beach 
because it is an amazing place and provides great facilities for the people who 
like beach volleyball. In New Orleans this is the only place where there are more 
courts. People can go there to play whenever they want, even at night. I and the 
rest of the sport lovers would be so upset if this place stoped working!!! Please 
save Coconut Beach! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Edi 
 
________________________________ 
 
See all the ways you can stay connected to friends and family <http://www.
microsoft.com/windows/windowslive/default.aspx> 
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From: Lisette Federico
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:15:35 PM


Dear Mr. Owens, 
 
Coconut Beach is a very unique place and would like to see it flourish. This piece 
of West End Park volleyball heaven brings benefits of mind, body and soul to 
many. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Enjoy Life! 
Lisette Alvarez Federico 
Latter & Blum Realtors/INC 
3621 Veterans Blvd. 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Liscenced Realtor in the State of Louisiana 
(504)888-4585 (Office) 
(504)606-1068 (Cellular) 
(504)455-7913 (Office fax) 
lfederico@latterblum.com 
Hablo Espanol 
www.latter-blum.com <http://www.latter-blum.com/> 
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From: Ciolino Kevin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:45:41 AM


Mr. Owens, 
 
As a long time resident of New Orleans, I would hate to see coconut beach be 
wiped out for good.  It would be a shame to hear that although it lasted and 
came back after all these hurricanes over the past 2 decades, that it was actually 
the Corp of Engineers that wiped it off the map for good.  I understand the 
importance of the pumping stations and the Corps duty to protect New Orleans, 
but I'm sure there is some middle ground that can save one of the best Sand 
Volleyball complexes in the U.S.  Please take only the land necessary for the 
pumping station, and not an inch more.  I would hate to see another piece of 
New Orleans go away. 
 
Thanks,  
 
Kevin Ciolino 
New Orleans Native & Concerned Citizen. 
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From: Justin Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:59:57 PM


Save Coconut Beach.  Do not let another wonderful place of enjoyment for New 
Orleanians become a victim of Katrina. 
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From: Heather Simon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:41:35 PM


                        
                
Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to express my concern regarding the potential overtaking of 
Coconut Beach by the Federal Government to create a pumping station utilizing 
such land.  I wish to voice my opposition to this move.  I, as well as hundreds of 
others, including my 10 year old daughter, enjoy the use of the volleyball courts 
on a weekly basis.  Personally, the opportunity to play at Coconut Beach 
Volleyball has improved my quality of life both in mind and body.  If Coconut 
Beach were to be taken away, it would be quite a loss.  
 
Please consider an option whereby Coconut Beach and the pumping station can 
coexist.  I am certain that there are enough wise men and women on your 
committee that a compromise can be created.  
 
Thank you for hearing me.  
 
Heather Simon 
 
        
        
                
Support THE HEART TRUTH Campaign <http://ad.doubleclick.net/
clk;211539469;32921508;j>   
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From: Reagan Laiche
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach 
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 9:15:30 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Reagan Laiche 
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From: John Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:14:52 PM


Please save coconut beach 
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From: DEBBIE BANQUER
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:58:07 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. 
Thanks, 
Debra Banquer 
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From: Shawn M. Ledig
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach!  
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 8:48:49 AM


Please consider it! 
 
 
Shawn M. Ledig 
Structural/Civil Group 
LINFIELD, HUNTER, & JUNIUS, INC. 
3608 18th Street, Suite 200 
Metairie, LA  70002 
Phone: (504) 833-5300 
Fax: (504)833-5350 
Cell: (504)957-0249 
 
sledig@lhjunius.com 
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From: Leonard Siler
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:36:58 AM


Save coconut beach !!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
Leonard Siler 
 
Superintendent 
 
9512 Brookline Ave ▪ Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
 
225.927.7258     Fax    225.923.3874  
 
email       leonard@cangelosiward.com <mailto:marc@cangelosiward.com> 
 
website   www.cangelosiward.com <http://www.cangelosiward.com> 
 
 
 
 cid:image001.jpg@01C87DD6.412F6E80 
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From: Rhonda Zimmer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:58:25 PM


Dear Mr. Owen - 
 
 
 
    The thought of the Corps of Engineers commandeering the property of 
Coconut Beach causes my eyes to swell with tears. Hopefully, this email will 
illustrate what Coconut Beach means to me. For anyone who does not play 
volleyball at Coconut Beach, this complex is simply 100,000 square feet of sand. 
For myself and 4,000 plus citizens of metropolitan New Orleans Coconut Beach is 
a way of life. 
 
     I have regularly played volleyball at Coconut Beach since 1989. At that time, 
there were 5 sand courts and a softball field. Learning the game of sand 
volleyball was all that interested me. I could never have guessed the impact 
Coconut Beach would have on my life. My current Thursday night team, Sandy 
Crotches, is the longest tenured team there. Throughout the past twenty years, I 
have met most of my very best friends; friends that I can count on, friends that I 
vacation with, friends who are my second family. 
 
     Coconut Beach offers a gathering place for both children and adults to enjoy 
a social setting, get some exercise and meet some wonderful people. It is a fun-
loving, relaxing atmosphere for individuals to have some fun. It is a fitness 
center for individuals to burn calories and stay in shape. It is a therapy center for 
individuals to escape the stresses of work and daily life. The same as any 
community would suffer from their church being demolished, or their hospital 
closing, the Coconut Beach community would suffer greatly from the closing of 
this complex. 
 
     In a volleyball tournament at Coconut Beach in April, I played with my twin 
14 year-old nephews. I was so excited they were finally at an age to play and 
learn the game of sand volleyball. They were thrilled to play against adults in a 
tournament, but they were more in awe of the 400 pounds of crawfish that 
Bruce White had delivered to the complex for all the tournament players. 
Personally, it excited me to know that my nephews had a place to "hang out" 
during the summer, meet some friends and stay out of trouble. Honestly, I 
believe that 20 years from now they will share the same sentiment of Coconut 
Beach as I do today. Sadness fills my heart when I think this opportunity will be 
taken away from them. 
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     After Katrina destroyed the complex in 2005, there was a lot of despair to 
see that the complex was washed away into Lake Pontchartrain. However, in my 
heart I knew this would be a temporary situation. I knew that Coconut Beach 
would be re-built and my second family would be back together one day. 
 
    I can only fight the possibility of losing Coconut Beach to a new pumping 
station with words and pictures. I can only express my sentiment against this 
effort. I hope and pray that I will have opportunities for more memories at 
Coconut Beach over the next 20 years. 
 
    Mr. Owen, I am confident that you will do all in your power to save Coconut 
Beach. We will not surrender. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Rhonda C. Zimmer 
 
649 Gelpi Avenue 
 
Jefferson, LA  70121 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 








From: Daniel R Labrador II
To: MVN Environmental; Bruce White; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:41:14 PM


 
To whom it may concern, 
     My name is Daniel R. Labrador II, I am not from New Orleans, I'm not even 
from LA, but if it weren't for coconut beach then I would almost never travel to 
new Orleans. I can't imagine the city without coconut beach. I know for some 
people in the area, who by the way have become close personnel friends 
because of the complex, that coconuts is all they have. Sir, could you imagine 
whatever it is that let's you get away from your job and problems of your life all 
the sudden gone. You would be devestated. Volleyball is our passion, a way of 
life, it's all some of us got to keep us going. There is always a solution that 
makes everybody happy, I know it, the problem usually is it's generally the 
hardest solution. We can all work together to keep the complex and still do your 
job. 
I hope we can all keep an open dialogue on this topic and come to a positive 
solution. Please save coconut beach.  
Daniel R. Labrador II 
"Lab" 
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From: Jackie Baird
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:31:39 AM


I recently heard talks of closing down Coconut Beach to use the land as a 
pumping station. I would like to ask you to reconsider taking over this specific 
land! 
 
Coconut Beach is a staple in our community. It provides a great place for people 
to go and relax, exercise, and visit. It provides the team members here at Perez, 
apc, a good location to have some out-of-work bonding time. 
 
I ask you to reconsider this location for the destination of the pump stations. 
Please consider how you will be negatively effecting our community! 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
JACKIE BAIRD 
 
LEED AP 
 
 
PEREZ 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
317 BURGUNDY SUITE 10 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112 
TEL 504 588-2161, EXT 5112  FAX 504 588-2162 
jbaird@e-perez.com <mailto:cpazos@e-perez.com> 
 
www.e-perez.com 
 
ARCHITECTURE 
ENGINEERING 
PLANNING 
INTERIORS 
LANDSCAPE 
GRAPHICS 
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From: Cherie_Bourgeois@laed.uscourts.gov
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:54:35 PM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
        I hope you don't mind if I take a few minutes of your time to read my 
email.  When I heard of the news last night about the possible removal of the 
complex I was deeply saddened.  I don't think you realize how much of an affect 
this would have on all the people who are out there day and night, who depend 
on coconut beach to just get away  and have fun.  Coconut Beach could be 
easily compared to therapy for me...I go out there to let off some steam, but 
also that's my place to get away from the stresses of life and work and just relax 
and have some fun.  Coconut Beach is the ONLY sand volleyball complex in the 
city and I think it's very important to many people to remain here.   I have 
formed many relationships through the years there and sometimes I only see 
these people when I'm out there...so I look forward to going out there every 
week.  If Coconut wasn't there I don't know what I would do!  I just hope you 
and the Corps think this decision entirely through  and just know that many 
peoples lives will never be the same without Coconut Beach.   
 
Sincerely, 
Cherie A. Bourgeois 
 
 
 
Cherie Bourgeois 
Docket Clerk Section "N" 
United States District Court 
Eastern District of Louisiana 
500 Poydras Street, Suite 151 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
(504) 589-7710 
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From: Eric Holman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Cocunt Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:40:44 PM


 
 
 
 
> How many outdoor activities does new 
> orleans have?  please dont take the entire sport of 
> beach Vb away from the city.  it is a great 
> place.   You can take the whole Family  
> Please Do not take the entire beach from us.  Me and my family spend most 
Tuesday nights and many Sunday afternoons there.  It is a great place where u 
can have fun and relax.   
> 
> Eric Holman 
> 
> 
>       
> 
 
 
      



mailto:eholman2002@yahoo.com
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From: Rick Lawson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 8:00:36 AM


Please do not destroy Coconut Beach.  I believe there is enough land available at 
the end of the 17th street canal to accommodate both the new pumping station 
and the volleyball complex.  Lets share!! 
 
 
 
Rick Lawson 
 
Waldemar S. Nelson and Company, Inc. 
 
1200 St. Charles Avenue 
 
New Orleans, La. 70130 
 
(504) 593-5458 
 
 
 



mailto:rlawson@wsnelson.com
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From: McElrath, Caitlin Rebecca 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:07:26 PM


Please don't take away all of coconut beach! 



mailto:cmcelrat@tulane.edu
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From: John Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:09:36 PM


Please save coconut beach 
 
 



mailto:john_bonvillian@yahoo.com
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From: Eric Holman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:40:43 PM
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From: Annie Curry
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:03:13 PM


Mr. Owen, please do not destroy Coconut Beach with your big complex. I love 
the beach so much, and it would be really sad if it was turned into a pumping 
station. Please sir! 



mailto:ayc@cox.net
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From: Joseph Klimas
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:53:29 PM


Hi Gib, 
Let me start with saying, I never had to write a letter like this before. So here I 
go. My name is Joe Klimas I have be living in New Orleans since 1991. I'm a 
Project Engineer with Plains Pipeline. I have been playing volleyball at Bruce 
White's Coconut Beach since 1993. Both my wife and I love to play volley ball at 
Coco's as well as many other young professionals do. Please re-evaulate your 
plans to take over that land. I intend to stand behind Bruce White whom has 
good intentions on keeping the volley ball site as is. And we a force of 4000 tax 
payers will do so as well. Please go out there on a Thrusday or Friday night and 
you will see what I"m talking about. Sit down in front of net 1 and grab a beer 
and talk with the folks out there. 
Its allot of fun and a very large small business you will be squashing. 
 
Please save our beach! 
 
I'm sure you have better options 
Thanks for your time 
 
Joe 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Device 
 
 



mailto:JKlimas@paalp.com
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From: nkornrumpf@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:26:33 AM


Dear Mr. Gib Owens, 
 
It has come to my attention that once again Coconut Beach is going to be 
disrupted from service due to the pumping stations taking over their location. 
 
Our young people finally have something fun and healthy to do since Hurricane 
Katrina, and once again they are going to suffer.  Can't the pumping station be 
relocated beyond the current volleyball courts -- where Fitzgerald's Rest. used to 
be.  
 
I am sure that there is some better location than taking over the current 
Coconut Beach location!! 
 
Thanks. 
 
N. Kornrumpf 



mailto:nkornrumpf@cox.net
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From: John Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:08:43 PM


Please save coconut beach 
 
 



mailto:johnbonvillian@ymail.com
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From: Marko Verdes
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: jbclarkson@cityofno.com; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; Hedge-
Morrell, Cynthia Councilmember Dist D; 


Subject: coconut beach & pump station
Date: Friday, May 22, 2009 7:27:29 AM


 
 
 
5/22/09 
 
Mr. Owen and New Orleans City Council Members 
 
 
 
I was informed last week of the plans of the Army Corps of Engineers of taking 
over the entire Coconout Beach complex or a big part of it to build a permanent 
pump station. 
 
 
 
I go out there every week with my two children and they play in the “beach” (as 
they call it), while I’m playing volleyball. They can’t wait to grow up to play 
volleyball like dad. Here in New Orleans we don’t have that many places where 
you can do exercise or just simply have a good time and relax while doing 
sports. You probably have more fingers in one hand than recreational places in 
the city. 
 
 
 
I know the solution might not be easy to find, but you don’t solve a problem 
when you create another one. I work in the inspection business (refinery) and 
we don’t make are commendation to repair a section of the equipment if this will 
create damage to other areas of the equipment. Good leaders will listen and will 
work with everybody involved to get the best possible outcome. 
 
 
 
So my suggestion to you are: 
 
1) Work with the community, set up meetings so you can hear first hand what 
people is thinking or recommending, you might not have thought about all the 
possible solutions and this type of meeting will possible bring a solution to our 
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problem. 
 
2)       2) Find an alternative place to build the pump station. 
 
3)   3) Let’s co-exist. I believe you have plenty of space in that area to allow the 
2 projects to co-exist. Let’s seat and look at the area and come up with a good 
plan where we can have a first class recreational complex and a first class pump 
station for the city. 
 
 
 
Regards. 
 
Marko Verdes 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
check out the rest of the Windows Live™. More than mail–Windows Live™ goes 
way beyond your inbox. More than messages <http://www.microsoft.com/
windows/windowslive/> 
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From: lguillory2@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:25:34 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing in support of coconut beach. I hope that the Corps of Engineers 
seriously considers how many people use this complex for many different sports 
and functions. If at all possible, could you please somehow modify your designs 
to acquire as little of this area as possible. I am all for a new pumping station, 
but I was wondering if there was some other place we could construct it. 
Whatever is best for the community is good for me. Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa Guillory 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 22, 2009 11:18:14 AM


 
Please decide on another option other than option A.   Option B  or option C are 
better and leave Coconut beach alone.  Please decide on option B or option C.   
please keep Coconut Beach alive 
 
 
      



mailto:ryan81481@yahoo.com
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From: Hogan, Mark J.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:52:02 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
It has come to my attention that once again the Corp of Engineers is looking to 
take land that is being used by the Coconut Beach family.  While Coconut Beach 
may be a business so some, it is also a park that is used not just by Bruce.  It is 
used on weekends and on other days when the official "Coconut Beach" is not 
open.  Many many folks have made friends from Coconut Beach.  I met my wife 
there.  We are having a child and plan on bring him/her there once old enough.  
Coconut Beach is the only city park that makes money for the city.  It is fine as it 
is.  Why take from Coconut Beach?  The Corp as already destroyed the 
Bucktown area, why not take land from the empty condo's next door?  It is an 
eye sore anyway.  There has got to be some other way than taking from 
Coconut Beach.  There are LOTS of people that love that park and play there as 
much as possible. 
 
Please find another way. 
 
Mark J. Hogan, Lori L. Hogan, New Baby on the Way and our 4 dogs (they like 
Coconut Beach too) ! 
________________________________________________ 
     Principal Partner 
     System Management Technologies, Inc. 
        5315B FM 1960 West - PMB 293 
        Houston, TX 77069 
        (504) 831-7570 - Office 
        (800) 856-6122 pin:5047224459 - Pager 
        (504) 722-4459 - Cell 
        (419) 730-8409 - FAX 
     Internet id: mailto:mark.hogan@smtechnologies.com <mailto:mark.
hogan@smtechnologies.com>  
     plain text e-page: mailto:5047224459@mobile.mycingular.net 
<mailto:5047224459@mobile.mycingular.net> , or http://www.wireless.att.com 
<http://www.wireless.att.com>  
     Web Page: http://www.smtechnologies.com <http://www.smtechnologies.
com>  
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From: Eve M. Sarco
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:39:39 PM


Don’t take coconut beach!!!!! We love it. Its been there since I was born!! It’s a 
HUGE part of this city. 
 
Eve Sarco Reardon 
 
 
Eve Sarco Reardon, Esq. 
Attorney at Law 
 
Eve Law Group, LLC 
1819 Barrymore Street 
Slidell, Louisiana 70461 
(504) 228-7159 p 
(504) 617-7779 f 
eve@evelawgroup.com <mailto:eve@evelawgroup.com> 
www.evelawgroup.com <http://www.evelawgroup.com/> 
<mailto:eve@evelawgroup.com>  
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From: Devin Leigha Qualls
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:59:50 PM


Mr. Owen, 
    My name is Devin Qualls and I have been a fan of coconut beach for the last 
6 years I have lived here.  It has provided an excellent way for me to not only 
play volleyball, but to meet friends, network, and live a healthier lifestyle.  This 
place has meant much to me in the short time I have lived here, and I know for 
the people who have been out there longer than myself it is part of their 
personal lives.  There is no other place in New Orleans like it.  If you take the 
land, there will be no place for all of us to congregate and play sand volleyball.  
This will be a large downfall for this city that is still rising, socially and 
economically.  Please take this as a heart felt attempt to save a place I love. 
 
Sincerely, 
Devin Qualls 
dqualls@uno.edu 
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From: John Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:01:03 PM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH! 
 
 



mailto:bonvillianjohn@yahoo.com
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From: Qiana Oden
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:25:17 AM


Good Morning Mr. Gibb Owens, 
 
 
 
My Name is Qiana Oden and I just recently moved to the new Orleans area a 
few months ago. I am writing you this email regarding Coconut Beach. I have  
had the pleasure of utilizing the  coconut beach facility with my  co-workers and 
friends , which is the Perez volleyball team.  I greatly enjoy the use of this 
capacity, it’s a fun environment and it will be great lost if it is closed and placed 
with a pumping station. I ask of you to reconsider the closing of Coconut Beach, 
and allow the property to carry on as is. Thank you for your time and have great 
day. 
 
 
 
QIANA ODEN 
 
 
 
PEREZ 
 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
 
317 BURGUNDY STREET, SUITE 10 
 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112 
 
TEL 504 584-5100  ext. 5149 FAX 504 588-2162 
 
qoden@e-perez.com 
 
www.e-perez.com 
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From: Amy Scalia
To: jbclarkson@cityofno.com; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; Hedge-
Morrell, Cynthia Councilmember Dist D; MVN Environmental; 


Subject: "What are our assets?"
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009 9:47:13 PM


To whom it may concern, 
 
I am a consultant working on an urban revitalization project in Costa Rica right 
now.  We have found that asking the question, "What are the assets of this 
community?"  has helped us to strategize the solution.  By building on the 
community's strengths, we have helped the people to leverage what they 
already have while they work to make the city better.  The benefits of this 
approach are immeasurable, and the things that have been done as a result are 
remarkable.  I encourage you to ask that question as you move this city 
forward.  Do not ignore the problems, but as you work to find solutions, focus 
on what is great about New Orleans, and build solutions from there.* 
 
If you ask yourself this question about the Lakeview area of New Orleans, you 
will undoubtedly include Coconut Beach as an asset.  Saving this city is 
dependent on retaining its people.  Coconut Beach has helped people to fall in 
love with New Orleans, stay in New Orleans, and return to New Orleans.  It is a 
fixture that touches lives and brings lives together.  I am a prime example of the 
"brain drain" from New Orleans.  I grew up there, moved after high school to 
university in Virginia, worked for 6 years in Washington, DC, and went to 
graduate school in California.  I am spending some time in New Orleans in 
between consulting projects, considering whether I might move back 
permanently.  Coconut Beach is one of the places that has made me seriously 
consider staying.  As an athlete, I have struggled to find many active social 
activities like the ones in DC and California.  It would be devastating if we lost 
this one.  
 
I know these problems are complex, but I have to believe that with the right 
approach, we can work together to help everyone win. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Scalia 
 
*This is built off of a process called "Appreciative Inquiry."  It has turned 
countless struggling businesses into industry leaders, and it can work here! 
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From: mannyr35@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:51:17 PM


Mr. Owen, 
    I'm sadden to hear that Coconut Beach may be replaced with the pumping 
station at the Bucktown Canal. 
    Coconut Beach has become the very fabric of New Orleans and has countless 
stories of its use.  
     I started using Coconut Beach in 1990 (it started in 1989).  My children 
would make sand castles while friends and family enjoyed the use of the 
volleyball nets.  I would take my kids there to play volleyball games and teach 
them volleyball skills.  I even coached volleyball St. Angela grammer school, and 
we would go out there for skill development.  
     My oldest daughter obtained a college scholarship in volleyball.  We spent 
countless hours on the sands of Coconut Beach doing drills because my daughter 
wanted to be the best she can be.  My youngest daughter (junior at St. Mary 
Dominican) is looking to get a volleyball scholarship in beach volleyball (they've 
just introduced the beach volleyball program last year).  Coconut Beach is my 
youngest daughter's life.  She's won AAU junior chamionships at Coconut Beach 
and came in  4th place in the 14U when AAU had their Junior Olympics in New 
Orleans (2 California and 1 Puerto Rico teams placed 1,2 &3). 
    I'm 48 and still belong to league play once a week and attend the weekend 
tournaments with my wife and children.  Coconut Beach is one of the last great 
places you can go for free and enjoy the sun, sand, exercise, play volleyball, 
socialize with other volleyball friends at the Bar and is a great wholesome 
atmosphere for any family. 
     Coconut Beach is a jewel of this Greater New Orleans!  You must please 
preserve it and find other means to protect our great City.  To lose Coconut 
Beach is like losing your arm.  You can survive without it, but at what cost?  At 
what cost will the City suffer without Coconut Beach. 
      Coconut Beach is one of the most viable free recreation areas in this City.  I 
heard there's 4,000 members at Coconut Beach.  That's just for 3 seasons.  Is 
there any other place that can boast those numbers and have such a positive 
impact on our City? 
     Please keep Coconut Beach intact and find alternative methods to protect our 
Great City.  We are becoming a City of New Beginnings, but let us keep some of 
our landmarks and traditions and fun recreation that's been around for twenty 
years. 
      Thank You, Manny Randazzo 504-606-3703 
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From: Tabary, Michelle
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:38:22 PM


Please save Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut Beach! 
 
Aside from my own desire to keep "The Beach", Coconut Beach will be 
sponsoring the Children's Hospital Fundraising Tournament on May 30, 2009. 
Every year this complex supports and donates to the Children's Hospital. 
Coconut Beach supplies hundreds of people an avenue to exercise and be apart 
of the community. Coconut Beach even allows people to play for free who don't 
participate in leagues. They allow anyone to walk in and start playing on open 
courts, any day of the week, no questions asked. What more could a community 
ask for?  Please save Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut Beach! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this message, 
 
 
Michelle Tabary 
Appeals and Grievance Coordinator 
Peoples Health 
Three Lakeway Center 
3838 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 2200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct Dial Number: 681-8594 
Main Number: 504.849.4500, ext. 8594 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL HEALTH INFORMATION 
 
This email message and any accompanying attachments are confidential and 
privileged. This information is intended solely for the addressee; access by 
anyone else is unauthorized. No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by 
erroneous transmission. If you are not the intended recipient, any forwarding, 
opening of attachments, disclosure, copying, distribution, or other action, is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please 
delete it and any attachments and notify the sender at Peoples Health 
immediately. 
 
 



mailto:Michelle.Tabary@peopleshealth.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Rob.Pittman@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Great Work
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:00:07 PM


Please consider alternatives that allow the pumping station to be built while still 
allowing the Coconut Beach volleyball complex to remain open.  There are not 
many positive athletic environments available to young and older people in the 
New Orleans area.  Coconut Beach provides an affordable community for active 
adults and children.  It would be a shame to displace this locally owned 
employer if there were alternatives that allowed the goals of the Corps to be 
executed without forcing the volleyball complex into hardships that made 
resuming operations difficult. 
 
 
 
Good luck with the pumping station project and please make every reasonable 
effort to accommodate the volleyball complex so it may remain in operation. 
 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Rob Pittman 
 
Phone 504-905-6777 
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From: mgjjr@eatel.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: ajones@ppsb.org; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:38:50 PM


 
Please save Coconut Beach. 
 
Michael Jones 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Msg sent via EATEL- http://EATEL.com/ 
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From: scavanaugh2@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:37:59 PM


Dear Mr.Gib Owen, 
I am writing to express my concern for the possible loss of Coconut Beach 
Volleyball.  I have been a player there for over ten years.  As a Chiropractor I 
recognize the importance of exercise for our physical health, as well as an stress 
relieving for our mental health.  Volleyball at Coconut Beach allows the 
community a chance to get out and be physical, without the feel of a boring 
workout.  Coconut Beach also offers the community a social scene for all ages.  
There are many families that play together or even compete against each other.  
Please help protect Coconut Beach so that our community does not lose another 
health outlet for the people who live here.  I don't want to think of the future of 
our great city of New Orleans turning into just restaurants, bars, and condos. 



mailto:scavanaugh2@cox.net

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

mailto:white323@cox.net






From: Angela Hunter
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:32:50 PM


Dear Gib Owen, 
 
My name is Angela Hunter and I'm writing in reference to the Coconut Beach 
complex being taken over by the Corp of Engineers.  I would like the Corp to 
please reconsider this option as Coconut Beach means a lot to my friends and 
me.  My husband and I have played with the same 6 people for the last 13 
years- not missing a single season.  We thoroughly enjoy our time there and 
now bring our small children with us to enjoy it as well.  There is nothing else 
like it in the city.  I implore you to please reconsider this option when so many 
people love and care about Coconut Beach. 
 
Sincerely, 
Angela Hunter 
4801 Elmwood Pkwy. 
Metairie,LA  70003 
504-885-6427 
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From: Steven Totora
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:50:06 PM


Dear Mr Owen 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me and the community. 
18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children 
play together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in 
our community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe 
environment. Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where 
people can stay fit and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, 
where we all can feel good about ourselves and our community. 
After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life long 
members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
Thanks 
 
Steve Totora 
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From: Dory Turnipseed
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:24:57 AM


Please, please, please don't take all of Coconut Beach away from us.  For so 
many years I have been a loyal and enthusuastic volleyball player.  There simply 
is not any place like Coconut Beach here in New Orleans.  
Please don't take it away from us! 
 
Dory Turnipseed 
Lakeview 
New Orleans 
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From: dferrara1
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:59:07 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I’m writing to you to please consider the alternatives to commandeering 
Coconut Beach for the pumping station and revisit the options where both 
entities can co-exist in the West End area.  I understand the need and am 
supportive of keeping the city dry especially during hurricanes, but I hope 
you also understand the magnitude of Coconut Beach to the New Orleans 
community, the state of Louisiana and even the country. 
 
 
 
After Hurricane Katrina, Bruce and Mike led the efforts and many of us 
banded together to bring a source of normalcy in a forever changed landscape 
by bringing back Coconut Beach.  Post Katrina, especially within the year 
after, the existence of Coconut Beach was not only a source of social 
networking and exercise for many people, but it was a way to escape the 
stress associated with rebuilding our lives and go back to a time and place 
that we all knew and loved, even if it was just for an hour or two a week. 
It is also a place for EVERYONE, regardless of your athleticism, you’ll fit 
in somewhere, and you’ll be welcomed. 
 
 
 
And now, Coconut Beach is not only a place for New Orleanians, but it has 
claimed it’s space on the state and national map as well.  Many people from 
around the Gulf State region come to the city each weekend, and this not 
only stimulates Coconut Beach but also the local economy as a whole. 
Coconut Beach has always given back to the community in support of various 
charity events such as the annual fund raiser for Children’s Hospital.  And 
recently, given that Coconut Beach has gained national recognition by 
hosting successful national tournaments, which again, not only stimulates 
the local economy through travel and tourism but also shows the rest of the 
country that New Orleans is recovering. 
 
 
 
Again – I absolutely support and understand the need for the pumping 
station, but we have got to work together to come up with a solution that 
will protect the community without sacrificing the very fiber that it’s 
designed to protect. 
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Healthy Regards, 
 
Courtney and Duke Ferrara 
 








From: Hampton.Myers@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009 1:58:18 PM


Dear Mr Owen, 
 
I understand that the current plan is to acquire 10% to 100% of the Coconut 
Beach complex for the new pumping station.  I would like to add my voice to the 
list of people who are dismayed and outraged by this development.  Coconut 
Beach is a piece of Lakeview culture, and its destruction would mean a 
significant downgrade in the area's appeal.  The purpose of the pumping stations 
is to preserve New Orleans; if there is any way to do so without destroying one 
of its landmarks, such an effort would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hampton P Myers 
Petrophysicist 
Shell Exploration & Production Company 
One Shell Square, P. O. Box 61933, New Orleans, LA 70161-1933, United States 
of America 
 
Tel: +1504728 6651 
Email: 
Internet: http://www.shell.com 
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From: scavanaugh2@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:37:40 PM


Dear Mr.Gib Owen, 
I am writing to express my concern for the possible loss of Coconut Beach 
Volleyball.  I have been a player there for over ten years.  As a Chiropractor I 
recognize the importance of exercise for our physical health, as well as an stress 
relieving for our mental health.  Volleyball at Coconut Beach allows the 
community a chance to get out and be physical, without the feel of a boring 
workout.  Coconut Beach also offers the community a social scene for all ages.  
There are many families that play together or even compete against each other.  
Please help protect Coconut Beach so that our community does not lose another 
health outlet for the people who live here.  I don't want to think of the future of 
our great city of New Orleans turning into just restaurants, bars, and condos. 
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From: dylan brown
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coco beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:30:29 PM


this is the only thing that keeps me off drugs  
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From: McElrath, Caitlin Rebecca 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:47:33 PM


 
Dear Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
I am writing in response to some news I heard about Coconut Beach losing 10-
100% of its land. I am implore you to find a way for Coconut Beach and the 
pumping stations to co-exist. Coconut Beach means the world to me and to 
thousands of others. It means so much, not only to the people who play at 
coconut beach, but to the charity organizations that have received over a million 
dollars from tournaments over Coconut Beach's lifetime, and not only to those 
charity organizations, but also the thousands of people that those charity 
organizations help. Destroying coconut beach will create a rippling effect that will 
negatively effect an unbelievable amount of people. Please help us. 
 
I am a Tulane University student from Houston, Texas and finding Coconut 
Beach was what made me decide I wanted to stay in New Orleans. 
 
Thank you, 
Caitlin McElrath 
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From: Wendy Adams
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:22:01 AM


Dear Mr Owen, 
My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut Beach volleyball 
community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during Katrina, 
and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are volleyball 
fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity that 
will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 
great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or 
socializing in a smokey bar room.  
Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and soul of what 
New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started on net 
18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my 
office, right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being 
outside, and the wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and 
would hang around after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get 
enough of the outdoors and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft 
team and made the first of many good friends.  Over the years we have worked 
our way up to the advanced level nets, and improving our volleyball but more 
importantly developing the type of friendships that can only be likened to family. 
For years now, season after season, we see each other several nights a week for 
hours on end.  We spend holidays together, enjoy all the local festivals en 
masse, vacation together, and never miss birthdays.  We are professionals and 
students, single and married, aged 18 thru to and past 60. Some of us are born 
and raised here, some came down for school or work and fell in love with the 
city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but those of us 
who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up and 
running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, 
reuniting with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, 
traveling each night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to 
Coconut brought a sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life 
was so surreal. 
After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we were asked by 
the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why stay?"   The 
answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, the 
culture, the people...always the people. 
Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships clearly has a 



mailto:wendyaadams@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is expectant and 
deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all believe the 
effort to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, but 
surely there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at 
West End Beach. There are so many who would be devastated if we lost 
Coconut Beach.  It is not worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work 
and plan to ensure the survival and longevity of the region, if the very element 
we wish to preserve is destroyed in the process. 
We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and Coconut Beach is 
a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we are rebuilding. 
We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
 
-Wendy Adams 








From: ana garza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:55:54 PM


SAVE COCANUT BEACH!!!!! 
 
 
                     - ANA G 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 
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From: celeste gilbert
To: jlcole@cityofno.com; jbclarkson@cityofno.com; krschneiderman@cityofno.


com; Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; 
Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; 
Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; white323@cox.net; 
CWLewis@cityofno.com; Hedge-Morrell, Cynthia Councilmember Dist D; 
MVN Environmental; 


Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009 1:27:18 PM


Please save coconut beach! Celeste Gilbert,DVM 
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From: Eric Holman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Cocunt Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:36:30 PM


 
How many outdoor activities does new orleans have?  please dont take the 
entire sport of beach Vb away from the city.  it is a great place.   You can take 
the whole Family  Please Do not take the entire beach from us.  
 
Eric Holman 
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From: kara o
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009 1:16:23 PM


Gib Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach means more to me than just a recreational spot. Coconut Beach 
is one of the few sources of fun left after hurricane Katrina. It is a place for my 
friends and I to be active and have a good time. I have also met some really 
great people just from playing pick up games. Please reconsider the plans to 
demolish it. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Kara Occhipinti 
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From: Alida Jones
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Alida Jones; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:30:15 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. 
 
 
-- 
Alida M. Jones, M.Ed. 
South Plaquemines High 
Title I Lab Facilitator 
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From: Amir Shahien
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: RE: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:47:30 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I hope this finds you well.  As a both a personal request and on the behalf of 
many concerned citizens of the Greater New Orleans region, I ask that you 
please reconsider the current course of action regarding the Coconut Beach sand 
volleyball complex at West End.  I understand the importance of the work of the 
Army Corp. of Engineers; however, I think it necessary to emphasize the 
importance of this complex and the many roles that it plays in the everyday lives 
of so many here in the city and across the country.  I am confident that your 
project goals and the fitness center/ volleyball complex/ bar/ social club/ mental 
health retreat/ rehabilitation center/ fundraising center that is Coconut Beach 
can co-exist and mutually benefit all parties involved.  Once again, I ask that you 
and your organization reconsider your position.  Only through a compromise in 
which Coconut Beach continues to function in its current capacity will you truly 
be serving the residents of this community.    
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amir Shahien 
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From: anthony@ricordimages.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:21:38 AM


Mr Owen, 
 
   As a concerned citizen and avid player of the game of volleyball I  
would like to assure you that the Mickey Retif Sports Complex and  
Coconut Beach is a great asset to the moral of this city and  
metropolitan area.  There is not a night that goes by during  
tournament season that you will find the complex empty.  This tells me  
that the complex is a major part of peoples lives.  We in the New  
Orleans area hear we need youth programs, after school venues, and  
other places for teens and youngsters to hang out to get out of the  
streets.  Violent crimes are up and people are at there wits end.  To  
some of us this Complex is our haven, it is our afterschool venue, it  
is our youth program.  I emplore you to PLEASE reconsider the location  
of this pumping station.  I thank you for your time. 
 
                                   Anthony Boudreaux 
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From: Kherbe7012@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:45:26 PM


When making your final decisions on the placement of the new pumping station, 
please consider the importance of recreation to the area & how it relates to 
improved mental health in new orleans after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 
Suggestion, what if you consider the huge EMPTY parking lot where all of the 
west end restaurants used to be as a site for the pumping station? I didn't know 
if this was even a possibility of a site, I figured that I would mention it. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kim Herbert 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi> 
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From: Bert Vasbinder
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Bert Vasbinder; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:21:05 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
We recently found out that Coconut Beach is once again in the Hot Zone for the 
pumping station.  Not to undermine the importance of the pumping station, I 
just don’t understand why the Corp and the city of New Orleans would want to 
take the only place out at West End that has any life associated with it since the 
hurricane.  I know that you are familiar with the number of people that go to 
Coconut Beach not only for volleyball but for exercise as well as socialization.  
Without Coconut Beach, there would be little to no life in the West End area.  
Most progressive cities in the U.S. go out of their way to build facilities such as 
parks, recreation areas, etc to promote outdoor activities for the people that live 
there.  New Orleans has not done anything but yet has this type of facility. 
 
 
 
Why take Coconut beach when there is land where the restaurants use to be 
located that nothing has happened since Katrina?  From an engineering 
standpoint why couldn’t this area be used.  
 
 
 
I sincerely hope that you and the city highly consider the impact that Coconut 
Beach has on many people.   Not only on the volleyball complex itself but also 
on West End area.  For instance, the new restaurant Wasabi’s that just opened, I 
know of at least 20 people including myself that frequently visit it because it is 
near Coconut beach and gets overflow from the beach. 
 
 
 
Thank you very much 
 
 
Bert Vasbinder 
Project Manager 
Sigma Engineers & Constructors, Inc. 
4323 Division St., Ste 203 
504-272-0830 
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From: Lauren Haro
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Support
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:46:08 PM


Hello Mr. Owen, 
 
I received an email today about the unfortunate closing of all or part of Coconut 
Beach. As a former long time resident of New Orleans, this is upsetting. While I 
live in Baton Rouge, I still call New Orleans home. It is where my family is - my 
roots. I am there a lot! I have played on those very courts in my day and seen 
the Beach go through many transitions into what it has become. I have close 
friends in the leagues at Coconut Beach who look forward to their weeknights of 
play. It is a place for people to come together to be competitive, have fun and 
where work emotions and struggles of rebuilding are hushed, where 
camaraderie flourishes. To shut this place down would compromise the 
"rebuilding and rebirth" that, over the past 3.5 years, has become the definition 
of New Orleans - the lakefront community. 
 
If there is to be a pumping station, it would only be fair to build a new facility - a 
new beach - within very close proximity to the original BEFORE building your 
station so that people involved in these leagues can still have a place to recreate 
and not have to look forward to something being built in the future or the 
disappointment of broken promises. Someone has to show that we can do things 
right in this city. 
 
I realize that I am only one person and that you will probably receive hundreds 
of e-mails, but we should be heard. It is our community. SAVE IT. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
LH 
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From: tara lusignan
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save our Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:36:03 PM


Coconut Beach is very important to New Orleans as it gives many a place for 
recreation and social activity. It has been around for us during many difficult 
challenges this city has faced, so please don’t take it away from us. 
 
Thank you for listening 
Tara 
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From: C&C Bonura
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009 1:01:59 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I have played at coconut beach for over 15 years and it is a great place to keep 
kids and families out of trouble.  I am not suggesting we put the city at risk but 
certainly we can figure out a plan that is a win-win for everyone.  
 
 
 
Christine Bonura 
 



mailto:cbonura@cox.net

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Kevin Fernandez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:04:56 PM


Dear Mr. Owens, 
 
I have been associated with Coconut Beach since I was very young. My father, 
mother, and sister have all played there. The point is that this place that you 
want to take over has been a part of my life and countless other peoples lives, to 
take this land would be morally wrong and socially unjust. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kevin Fernandez 
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From: gm26677@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Please Keep Coconut Beach Open !!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:38:21 PM


Please do all that you can to keep Coconut Beach Open !! 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi>  



mailto:gm26677@aol.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi

http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi

http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi






From: brittany15694@aim.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:35:44 PM


I just wanted to write to you and explain how much Coconut Beach means to 
me. Over the years, it has become so much more than a beach volleyball 
complex. I am 18 years old, and I currently just ended my volleyball career for 
indoor volleyball. I have been playing for more than half of my life and it is really 
hurting me letting it go. Now that indoor volleyball is over with, coconut beach is 
my escape from completely letting it go. Volleyball is not just a sport to me. It is 
a part of me, a part of my life. By taking away Coconut Beach, it will be taking 
away the last string and connection to my volleyball career. Coconut Beach is a 
place where everybody is welcomed whether they can play volleyball or not. It is 
a part of New Orleans and by taking it away we would be loosing a great place 
some of is New Orlean's people call our second home. I have grown up at 
Coconut Beach and have created so many memories there. I ask you to please 
take into consideration how much Coconut Beach means to so many people in 
New Orleans. The complex has been very successful over the years and that is 
for a reason. 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Susan Blackburn
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE Coconut Beach!!!
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009 9:41:59 AM


Dear Mr. Owen & the Army Corp of Engineers, 
 
We are pleading with you to save as much of Coconut Beach as you can! I first 
moved to New Orleans just three years ago, after Hurricane Katrina. One of first 
things my boyfriend wanted to show me was the great place he loved called 
Coconut Beach. I was forwarded the before and after Katrina pictures which 
emphasized how much the venue was completely destroyed. As we drove out to 
West End in May 2006 in complete darkness, with no streetlights or homes 
rebuilt in Lakeview, I wondered where we were going. As we turned the corner, 
I saw the first lights of the beach and just 3 courts. We had a blast that night 
just seeing how the rebuilding was just beginning and enjoying the Oasis in an 
area that was ravaged. Now, 3 years later, the people are back and the courts 
are re-built. We have played 2 nights a week since and really don't know what 
we would do if it was gone! We struggle with the crime and corruption in New 
Orleans and try to focus on all the things we love here. Coconut Beach is at the 
top of that list. Where else in the city (or south Louisiana) can thousands of 
people be outside AT NIGHT, enjoying the breeze off the lake, and play beach 
volleyball? Nowhere, of course!! 
 
 Take 10%, Take 20%, but PLEASE don't take 100%!! There has to be some 
sort of compromise...we are willing, are you?? 
 
We love our Coconut Beach and we love the money and revenue and 
tournaments it brings to the city. The owners are honest business men & women 
who bring a GOOD thing to this city. Why would we get rid of it?? 
 
Please do what you can use as little of the complex as possible. We understand 
we need flood protection...no one is arguing that. We also need our Coconut 
Beach!! 
 
Thank you, 
Sue Black 
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From: Cristen Conwell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:40:58 PM


Gib Owen, 
 
In the past year, Coconut Beach has become my favorite place to be.  Before 
that I played collegiate indoor volleyball in Mobile, Al.  When I returned home 
after graduation, I didn't know what to do with myself - for the first time I didn't 
have a volleyball team to practice with every day.  A friend invited me to play in 
a league at Coconut Beach and I jumped at the opportunity to play again.  This 
past year I have enjoyed learning to play beach volleyball and making new 
friends.  I currently play at Coconuts at least three times a week.  This week, in 
addition to league nights and pick-up games, I am playing in the Corona Wide 
open on Saturday and Sunday.  When people ask me, "What do you do for 
fun?"  I tell them, "I play volleyball at Coconuts."  I tell people, "If I've never told 
you, 'I can't go, I have volleyball,' then you haven't invited me many places."  
 
Coconut Beach has helped me fill a void in my life.  I would hate to see it 
destroyed to build a pumping station.  I understand that measures have to be 
taken to protect the city.  I urge you to communicate with Bruce White and try 
to find a way that the pumping station and Coconut Beach can coexist.  
 
Thank you for reading, 
Cristen Conwell 
985-640-7174 
cristenconwell@gmail.com 
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From: zimm4817@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the beach!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:45:19 PM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  I f you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anita M. Zimmer 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi>  
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From: nolan sheperd man
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut Beach!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:17:57 AM


PLease save coconut beach!!! 
 
-- 
Nolan Sherman 
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From: Marki Romano
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:34:32 PM


Mr. Owen, 
I have been going to Coconut Beach since I was 6 years old. I am now 20. The 
beach has been a big part of my life for along time. I would hate to see it go. It 
is a fun place to play volleyball and see old friends for every season. Please find 
somewhere else to build your pumping station. You will devistate a lot of people 
if you take it away. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Marki Romano 
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From: Robin Henry
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:34:42 PM


Please don't take away our Coconut Beach!  I am 30 years old and have grown 
up in the New Orleans area.  I had to move away after Katrina, but am moving 
to Lakeview at the end of this month.  I was very excited I'd be so close to the 
lake, particularly Coconut Beach.   A lot of my friends play volleyball there and I 
am supposed to be joining them after I get settled.  It seems to be one of the 
few inexpensive and healthy activities to do in New Orleans that is also in a safe 
part of the city!  
 
I understand how import an improved canal and pumping station is to the area.  
Most of my relatives lived in the area prior to Katrina, some even right along the 
canal on Bellaire.  All but my grandparents returned after because they love the 
city and all the activities it has to offer, particularly those around their homes 
near the lake.  Please try to find an alternative solution so that both objectives- 
improving flood protection and preserving features of the lakefront- can be met. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robin Renee 
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From: aaron hagmann
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Mr. owen please read this
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:37:23 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Aaron Hagmann, I am a 24year old average looking guy, living in 
downtown New Orleans.  I am the General manager of U.S. Prime Steakhouse 
on Tchoupitoulas.  Mr. Owen, I feel it is only fair that I let you know who I am, 
because unfortunately your are the man in charge of the 17 st. canal pumping 
station project, which is, as you may or may not know, upsetting many volleyball 
players who play at coconut beach.  This position is unfortunate for you because 
you are the man that I will focus every waking moment of my attention to.  You 
see Mr. Owen, I too, am a volleyball player at Coconut Beach and though i may 
be average looking, and i may be an average player let me assure you I am not 
the average man.  At my core is the heart of a lion.  Anyone that knows me, 
knows this well. Please do not misunderstand, I am not the wild card type 
always looking for a fight but to  me things that are worth fighting for are worth 
dieing for.  Mr. Owen, as a Katrina victim, I want nothing more than to see 
progress to protect my city, however the impact of loosing coconut beach..........
nothing short of catastrophic!  Thousands of people from 12 to 78 years old 
consider Coconut's to be safe-haven.  Simply the thought of losing this place is 
unacceptable. I look forward to meeting you sir, and I will, and I hope an 
agreement can be met to satisfy both parties. 
 
With Respect, 
 
Aaron Hagmann 
(985)-210-1775 Cell 
 
 
aaron_hagmann@yahoo.com 
 
 
"It is only after we have lost everything, 
 
 that we are free to do anything". *Tylor Dirten, fight club. 
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From: Gracebank@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:45:16 PM


SAVE IT! 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi> 
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From: Heath, Kimberly [OMP]
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:17:51 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Please reconsider your efforts to close down or take away a large portion of 
Coconut Beach. Coconut Beach is a place where people come to together during 
the week to not enjoy volleyball but to interact, unwind and continue to build 
community. It is simple, pleasant and laid back. 
 
 
 
Kim Gambino 
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From: fletcherwheaton@gmail.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:27:52 PM


Mr Gib Owens, 
 
Not only am I a huge fan of coconut beach, I feel it is so vital to the west end 
area that if it were to be replaced by a pumping station, the whole area would 
suffer a huge, detrimental ripple effect.  I realize that protection is first and 
foremost, but I urge you and your colleagues to find an alternative so you can 
help keep a small corner and unique area of new orleans alive. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Fletcher Wheaton 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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From: jason colna
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 5:50:21 PM


   To Whom it may concern: 
I need to express my to you how important and valuable coconut beach is to me 
and thousands of others. I have been coming to coconut beach since I was 15 
yrs old and now Im 35 yrs old. Coconut beach molded me as an athlete and 
person. It gave us a place to work, play, and compete. I moved away five yrs 
ago--but still visit and partake in the tournaments. 
Please do not take away this facility.               
        
 
 
 
 
                                                              Sincerely, 
                                                         Jason Colna 
 
                                       
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 
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From: Kupperman Zach
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:42:27 PM


Hey Gib, 
 
I hope you guys dont take away Coconut Beach!  Its such a fantastic place and it 
would be a shame if the Corps had to take the land!  Please figure out another 
place/new design for the pumps! 
 
Thanks, 
 
Zach 
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From: jamie razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:26:18 PM


Dear Mr Owen, 
I just want you to know how much Coconut Beach means to me. I have played 
out at Coconut since I was in 6th grade and now I am a referee out there which 
is currently my only job. Coconut beach is more of home to me then anywhere 
else. When I was in my senior year my parents had kicked me out right before I 
was suppose to graduate while I was doing my senior internship at Coconut 
Beach. I was living with a good friend in Norco and had no ride to Coconut. The 
closest I could get was to Airline and Clearview and from there I walked which is 
about a 3 hr walk. Finishing my internship for Bruce and Coconut was very 
important to me because they have been there for me in the worst. After I 
graduated I knew that I would rather be on some kind of good terms with my 
parents so I called them and told them how we should put things behind us and 
forgive and forget. They invited me back in. When I had got back I saw that 
they had sold my car to my neighbors so I saw it everyday. Thankfully my 
parents where paying for me to attend college at UNO. When the school year 
was over, I moved back in with them for the summer. Toward the end of the 
summer they told me that they were not paying for me to go back to college and 
kicked me out again. I never had much support from my family and did not have 
much luck fixing any of my problems with them. But when I came out to 
Coconut many of my friends there helped me out and were always there when I 
needed them. I am still on good terms with my parents because its better to 
have a relationship then none but I am an independent and expect nothing from 
them. I live with a friend who is also a referee at Coconut. My parents house is 
not my home and neither is my friends. Coconut Beach is my home and I would 
do anything to keep Coconut Beach. I understand you need to protect the city 
but you don't need the entire complex to do that. Do you? There has to be a 
way where the pumping station and Coconut Beach can co-exist. I can honestly 
say that I love Coconut Beach, Bruce, and everybody else involved in the place 
more than anything else. Please do not take the only good thing in my life away. 
Coconut Beach is a bigger part of this city then you think. 
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From: mollytrulen@aim.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Concerning Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:27:48 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
I would like to express my concern for the Army Corps plan for the 17th Street 
Canal pumping station. Destroying Coconut Beach would have a huge impact on 
me. I have been going to Coconut Beach since I was 9 years old. Now I am 17, 
and I still play volleyball there. Destroying Coconut Beach would take away so 
many memories that I have experienced there. My volleyball coach, who was like 
a father figure to me, just recently died of cancer. He also played at Coconut 
Beach for a very long time. He was so dear to my heart and many of the 
memories I have of him are at Coconut Beach. It would mean so much to not 
only me, but the rest of the public, if Coconut Beach was saved. Please consider 
all of the memories that have been shared there while making this decision. 
 
Thanks, 
Molly Trulen 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Mary Hollier
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:15:46 AM


Please do not take our Coconut Beach away.  It is the only venue for us to get 
outside and play.  The air in New Orleans stinks in many ways (crooked 
politician, Katrina debris, etc.) and playing outside gives us the freedom to smell 
clean air, get some sunshine and have a great time.  I have played out there off 
and on for about 20 years and love it.  Rethink a peaceful co-existence and let’s 
help each other out for a change.  Thanks for your time. 
 
 
 
Mary M. Hollier 
 
Operations Department 
 
1615 Poydras Street 
 
Suite 1100 
 
New Orleans, LA. 70112 
 
504-596-3681 
 
mhollier@ankorenergy.com 
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From: Thomas G. Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: I support the beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:34:34 PM


Whatever steps you can take to ensure that Coconut Beach still exists are 
appreciated. 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic transmission and the information 
contained herein 
is transmitted to and intended for the use of the addressee(s).  If you are not an 
intended 
recipient of this message, you are advised that any further dissemination, copy 
or distribution 
of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, 
please notify 
the sender by return e-mail or telephone (504) 831-4091 and delete the 
message in its entirety. 
  
IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Pursuant to U.S. Treasury Regulations, we are 
now required 
to advise you that, unless explicitly stated above to the contrary: (1) the 
contents and 
conclusions (if any) contained in this communication (including any attachments) 
are preliminary 
in nature and do not express a formal opinion contemplated by IRS Circular 230; 
(2) nothing 
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is intended to be 
used, or may be 
relied upon or used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that 
may be imposed 
under the Internal Revenue Code; and (3) any statement contained in this 
communication 
(including any attachments) relating to any federal tax issue may not be used by 
any person to 
support the promotion, marketing of, or used to recommend any transaction or 
matter addressed 
in this communication. 
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From: Courtney St. Germain
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 5:39:02 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
Please consider the importance of Coconut Beach to New Orleans when the 
decision making process of pump placement is underway. New Orleans always 
seems to fall last in most positive aspects of lifestyle when compared to other 
cities. This complex is not only one of the top beach volleyball complexes in the 
country but is one of the few, positive, healthy aspects of our great city.  
Coconut Beach has a fun, family environment where our kids can play and see 
what fun adults can have in a positive atmosphere. I am tired of hearing how 
New Orleans is one of the fattest cities with the highest crime rate. Let's hold on 
to something as unique as Coconut Beach.  I've been playing for years and 
wouldn't trade it for anything! 
 
Thanks, 
Courtney St. Germain 
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From: Abby Thibodaux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:24:33 PM


To Whom it may Concern, 
 
My name is Abby Thibodaux, and I am writing to express my concern  
about Coconut Beach. I am 18 years old and I have just graduated from  
Hahnville High School. My friends and I began going to Coconut Beach  
about two months ago. We all love the beach and find it an easy way to  
have fun without drugs or alcohol. It's been a place for the teens in  
our community to get out and do something that involves exercise for  
once. It also provides us with a place to go where we can enjoy each  
others company and meet new people along the way. I know my stepdad  
grew up there and even he was excited to see that my friends and I can  
enjoy the same place he did. I actually went to the beach last night  
and realized that  it provides our communities with a place for people  
of all ages to come together. The beach represents a part of the city  
that hasn't been stopped. It represents that no matter what this city  
goes through,we can always pull through as long as we can do it  
together. I understand that the beach is needed for the progress of  
the city, but for the sake of the youth and for the sake of what  
Coconut beach gives to us,a community, as a whole, I am asking that  
you please spare the beach and keep in mind what would be taken away  
from the community if the beach is gone. Thank you very much for your  
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Abby Thibodaux 
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From: Stephen Dessauer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:23:27 PM


Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
 
 
Please reconsider using the land that coconut beach currently resides for the 
new pumping station. I know the security of the city is of the utmost 
importance, but if another spot near coconut beach is available it would be much 
appreciated by the large # of people (both young and old) who enjoy the beach 
on a weekly basis. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Stephen P. Dessauer 
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From: Peggy Prescott
To: Times Picayune Troncale, Terri; Times Picayune Desk, City; 


jbclarkson@cityofno.com; AFielko@cityofno.com; 
Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; 
Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; CHMorrel@cityofno.com; 
CWLewish@cityofno.com; 


cc: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Re: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:14:59 AM


Peggy Prescott 
504-812-1963 
8712 21st Street 
Kenner, LA 70062 
ohbsbaby@yahoo.com 
 
Coconut Beach made such a difference in my son's life.  He was like so many of 
our youth, bored feeling like there is nothing to do in the area but go out 
clubbing, drinking.  
 
After joining a team at Coconut Beach, an old passion for the sport of volleyball 
was revived, he met lots of different people, and became concerned with being 
healthier and in better shape to play the sport. 
 
Now he goes to Coconut Beach several times a week, training and playing on 
teams.  He travels to Mississippi and Florida to participate in volleyball 
tournaments.  How many other young people in our area have been helped this 
way by Coconut Beach over the last 21 years? 
 
Lead stories in the local news lately are all about young people resorting to 
crime and about failing businesses.  Why then are the Corps of Engineers 
wanting to destroy one of the only places left for young people to go and enjoy 
a afternoon or evening of sports?  Why are the Corps of Engineers wanting to 
destroy a thriving business in New Orleans? 
 
Not only do they want to take over the land at Coconut Beach, but they do not 
want to pay anything to compensate Coconut Beach. 
 
I have an idea, instead of spending millions on improving public opinion, just try 
doing the right thing, the fair and moral thing for Coconut Beach.  If there is no 
other way to complete the pumping station at 17th Street without taking over 
the current location of Coconut Beach, then pay to relocate Coconut Beach to 
land in the immediate area that has been left abandoned and underutilized.  
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Imagine the positive headlines for a change, "Corps of Engineers Help Save a 
Thriving Popular New Orleans Business; Coconut Beach". 
 
Save Coconut Beach, save our youth, save a thriving business in New Orleans. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peggy Prescott 
 
________________________________ 
 
From: Letters <letters@timespicayune.com> 
To: Peggy Prescott <ohbsbaby@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:16:21 PM 
Subject: RE: SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
 
Thanks for writing. We need your contact info to consider for publication. 
 
 
Annette Naake Sisco 
The Times-Picayune 
3800 Howard Ave. 
New Orleans, La. 70125 
 
(504) 826-3366 
fax (504) 826-3812 
________________________________ 
 
From: Peggy Prescott [ohbsbaby@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:48 PM 
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil; Letters; citydesk 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
 
COCONUT BEACH IS IMPORTANT TO NEW ORLEANS! 
 
Coconut Beach pulled my son back from heading down the wrong road! 
 
This is a great place for young and old and should be saved!  Haven't we lost 
enough? 
 
Peggy Prescott 
 
 
 
 








From: Rebecca.Romero@bhcpns.org
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:42:08 PM


 
Mr. Owen, 
 
It is my understanding that part or all of the coconut beach complex is to be 
taken for a new pumping station at the 17th Street Canal area.  Being from New 
Orleans and going through Katrina, I know how important it is to do this, and 
am sure you may have exhausted all other possible areas.  I would just like to 
request that if there is any other way to do this without taking away this 
complex, it would be much appreciated.  This complex is a home to so many 
people who use this as an avenue to not only keep physically healthy, but 
mentally healthy.  It is an outlet for those who need one.  My cousin being one 
who uses this sport to keep her mind off of some tough life situations.  Any thing 
you can do to avoid removing the complex would be great! 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
All electronic data transmissions originating from or sent to Baptist Health Care 
Corporation (BHC) are subject to monitoring. This message along with any 
attached data, are the confidential and proprietary communications of BHC and 
are intended to be received only by the individual or individuals to whom the 
message has been addressed. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipient, please take notice that any use, copying, printing, forwarding or 
distribution of this message, in any form, is strictly prohibited and may violate 
State or Federal Law. If you have received this transmission in error, please 
delete or destroy all copies of this message. For questions, contact the BHC 
Privacy Officer at (850) 434-4472. Rev.10/07. 
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From: Matt Blanke
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Gibb Owen - SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:33:58 PM


Pleassee do not tear down coconutbeach!! Coconut is more than just a place to 
play volleyball, but a place where you and your friends can hangout and have a 
good time and build relationships with people you meet out there. Coconut 
Beach is a one of a kind place and getting rid of it is just not an option for us. If 
you tear down coconut you will be doing much more than just gettting rid of a 
great place to play volleyball. 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: Guilherme Tozzatto
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please do not take away coconut beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 4:50:23 PM


Please do not take away coconut beach! 
 
Guilherme Tozzatto 
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From: Greg Schexnayder
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Land acquisition
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:57:59 PM


Mr Owen: 
 
 
 
I am writing this email in support of Coconut Beach Volleyball.  This complex has 
been part of my life for almost 20 years, and I want this to continue.  Please 
look at all the options for the pumping station at the 17th street canal.  I am an 
engineer by education, and I feel certain as an engineer you are looking at more 
than one pumping station solution.  This volleyball complex has done many 
things for New Orleans, and we want it to survive.  Consider all pumping station 
options before shutting down Coconut Beach.  Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
Greg Schexnayder 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:greg_schexnayder@bellsouth.net

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Elena Martinez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: help!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:19:43 PM


PLEASE DO NOT TEAR DOWN COCONUT BEACH! If there is anything that the 
people so reliant on Coconut beach can do, please let us know. We will do 
anything we can to save our complex! It is such a huge part of our lives. It is a 
safe hangout for kids and families, open to the entire public of all ages, and 
most importantly it is the ONLY complex within 50 miles in which we can play 
beach. Please help us save our complex! 
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From: Charlotte Vigier
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 2:46:27 PM


Mr. Owen and the US Army Corps of Engineers: 
 
Please save the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex located at the West End 
Lakefront from being closed!!  Myself and many coworkers, family members, and 
friends have been playing beach volleyball at Coconut Beach since its beginning.  
Mike Drury, Bruce White, and their staff have worked so hard to bring back 
Coconut Beach after Katrina and it would be a devastating loss to the community 
if it was shut down.  Coconut Beach is the shining star of the West End Lakefront 
that helps keeps our memories alive of what that area used to be like......while 
we don't have the many restaurants, the foot bridge, the snowball stand....we 
do have Beach Volleyball at Coconut Beach.  This complex provides recreation 
for all ages and draws fans of all ages.....my own daughter and nieces started 
coming out when they were very young bringing sand buckets and other beach 
toys...my granddaughter will soon be attending!  They now play on teams out at 
Coconut Beach.   Please preserve Coconut Beach as it provides much needed 
recreation in a very unique setting!! 
 
 
 
Thanks 
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of OMNI BANK, are 
confidential, and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one of the named recipient(s) or 
otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in error, 
please delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, 
retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly 
prohibited. If you choose to reply to this email and include non-public personal 
information, please know that email is not a secure method of communication, 
and your message may be intercepted, through no fault of OMNI BANK. 
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From: kredbean@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:14:05 AM


 
Good Morning Gib, 
 
I have been playing at Coconut Beach for 10 years. I have made many friends 
through the complex. I know several people who have met their husbands and 
wives out there. It's a close knit group of loyal patrons that frequent the bar and 
courts every night. It was that group that came out and rebuilt the courts after 
Katrina destroyed our playground. It is like an extended family. 
 
I am asking that the Corps reconsider the placement of the new pumping station 
and use as little of Coconut Beach as possible. I am in complete support of the 
work your team is doing out there to protect our great city, but there has to be 
other land that you can use. Coconut Beach is a place where we all go to release 
our frustrations and feel like kids again! Don't take that away from the 
thousands of people that call it home. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Krista Danos 
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From: Kasey Bruns
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:40:00 PM


Dear Mr. Owens, 
 
 
 
Last night while playing volleyball at Coconut Beach, I was informed that Corps 
of Engineers may have to take anywhere from 10-100% of their land to build a 
pumping station.  As a Mount Carmel alumnus, I completely understand the 
necessity for a pumping station in the Lakeview area and I completely respect 
the Corps of Engineers for all the re-building efforts that you have undertaken.  
 
 
 
If possible, I, along with the many other young adults in New Orleans, would 
really appreciate it if you would find a way to build the pumping station while 
keeping Coconut Beach intact.  In a city known mostly for its drinking and bars, 
Coconut Beach offers a fun and family friendly environment for New Orleanians.  
Coconut Beach adds a dimension to this city that you are unable to find at other 
venues.  There is nothing quite like spending a Tuesday or Thursday night 
playing beach volleyball.  
 
 
 
In the end, I will respect the decision of the Corps; however, I would also ask for 
you to respect the wishes of many loyal “Beach-ers.”  Thank you for taking the 
time to read this email.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kasey Bruns 
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From: Chuck Davis
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:33:13 PM
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From: Stephanie Linares
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:39:52 PM


please save coconut beach. it is a great part of the new orleans community. It is 
just as important as any other small business are there any other options ?  
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From: Ben G. Simpson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coco Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:12:57 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I just heard that the Corp. might take away Coco Beach. I have played volleyball 
there for the last year and it is one of my favorite spots in greater New Orleans. 
It is the only bar/atmosphere of its kind. Five nights a week it is packed with 
happy volleyball players of all skills and ages. It is a very important part of our 
community and I know that hundreds of people would lose one of their favorite 
parts of the week if Coco Beach was taken from them. Thank you very much for 
your time. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ben Simpson 
 
bdsimpso@loyno.edu 
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From: Loyd, Brice L.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:33:07 PM


This is one of the few public outdoor recreational facilities New Orleans has, 
please don’t take it away.  It is hard enough already to find activities in New 
Orleans to do other than getting drunk and acting like an idiot.  
 
Concerned citizen 
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From: Elena Martinez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:17:00 PM


Mr. Owens, 
 
Im sure you have received plenty of these emails already, and already one from 
me as well. However, I wanted to express my concern again about the possibility 
of losing Coconut Beach. I hope their is some way that your plan and our 
complex can co-exist. It would be devastating to lose our second home. If only 
we could make you see how important this place is to us, perhaps you would 
understand how awful it would be if C.B. was torn down. If there is anything 
that we can do to help, I know I speak for the complex as a whole in saying that 
we will do whatever is neceassary to save coconut beach. Please hear us and do 
not tear coconut beach down! PLEASE 
 
Thanks for you time! 
 
-Elena Martinez 
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From: Johnny DeMaine
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:27:50 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Please on behalf of myself and many many athletes here at the University of 
New Orleans who enjoy coconut beach, do not take it away. This volleyball 
facility is greatly appreciated and will be missed terribly if it is gone. please do 
not let it leave 
 
Regards, 
Johnny Ray DeMaine  
 
 
 



mailto:loveformusic21@yahoo.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Montalbano, Paul
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: jbclarkson@cityofno.com; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; Hedge-
Morrell, Cynthia Councilmember Dist D; 


Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 2:45:25 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am one of the people you will affect on your upcoming decisions. I am a life 
long New Orleans resident and have been playing at Coconut Beach for 8 years.  
If there is one place that brings happy and familiar faces together more than any 
other place in the city, it is Coconut beach. We all understand there are tough 
decisions ahead. I just hope that such a GREAT PLACE LIKE COCONUT BEACH is 
not forgotten in these decisions. Please do not take a great thing away.    
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:39:34 PM


 
COCONUT BEACH means the world to me it is one of the only places I can go 
after a hard days work and just relax with my friends and have a great time and 
play some volleyball and keep in shape. so please don&#39;t destroy it 
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From: michellepizer@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:59:52 AM


Hello. my name is Michelle Pizer and I'm a senior at Cabrini high school. I just 
wanted to take this time and tell you what coconut beach means to me. I have 
gone to the annual slam n jam charity tournament every year and had a blast. I 
even occasionally would go with friends on the weekends to hang out and play 
volleyball. Many of my friends compete in tournaments there and coconut beach 
means a lot to them. I would appreciate your consideration about keeping 
coconut beach intact. 
Thanks, Michelle Pizer 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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From: Nicole Thiberville Parks
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:32:58 PM


Mr. Owen, 
It has come to my attention that the Army Corps is planning to use the land 
currently used as Coconut Beach as part of a new pumping station.  I 
understand that anywhere from 10-100% could be used.  Is there not any other 
way than taking land from this New Orleans institution?   The local Catholic high 
schools hold a great tournament at Coconut Beach, Slam N Jam, to raise money 
for local charities.  In addition, each May, Wendy's holds a tournament to benefit 
Children's Hospital.  This complex is important to the recovery of the city.  It 
gives us a place to get in a workout, while enjoying the company of friends, co-
workers and an ice cold beer. If there is any other way, please reconsider taking 
land from Coconut Beach.  We can't afford to lose another institution to 
Hurricane Katrina and her aftermath.  
 
Thank you for your time, 
Nicole Parks  
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From: AJ Robinson
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: jbclarkson@cityofno.com; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Carter, James Councilmember Dist C; Hedge-
Morrell, Cynthia Councilmember Dist D; white323@cox.net; 


Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 22, 2009 3:41:18 PM


Mr. Owen: 
 
 
 
I am writing you today as a concerned citizen regarding the current plans to 
claim some or all of the land currently in use by the Coconut Beach volleyball 
complex.  I have been an active participant at the complex for over 15 years.  I 
have watched this complex grow for a few nets and a small group of players to 
the thriving complex it is today.  I have also witnessed firsthand the positive 
impact that this complex has had on the surrounding area and the people who 
play there.  I have seen young kids who made the trip to the complex years ago 
with their parents as toddlers who now enjoy the complex as teenagers and 
young adults.  This is one of the few truly family friendly facilities available to the 
Greater New Orleans population. 
 
 
 
As a resident of St.Bernard parish during Hurricane Katrina, I know the 
catastrophic results of uncontrolled flood waters and the impact to the affected 
areas.  I lost my house in Katrina and was forced to relocate my family.  Katrina 
also took a toll on the West End area and resulted in many of the vibrant 
businesses located in the area never returning after the storm.  Today, Coconut 
Beach is one business that has put forth the effort to return and rebuild in order 
to service the needs of its many customers. 
 
 
 
As an engineer by profession, I know how easy it can be to settle on the pre-
determined, obvious plan of action and forego the additional energy and 
resources required to pursue the alternatives.  I also know that it is often our job 
to seek the obscure.  That is, to find the solution that meets everyone’s needs, 
not just the immediate and apparent needs of the project.  As such, I challenge 
you and your colleagues to go the extra mile and develop a plan that would 
allow the new pumping station and the volleyball complex that services so many 
to co-exist. 
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I lost my home and a great deal more as a result of Hurricane Katrina.  I urge 
you not to put me and many others through additional suffering by taking away 
something that me and my family have cherished so dearly for so long.  I now 
have two boys who make the weekly trip to Coconut Beach with me.  Right now, 
they are young and merely enjoy playing in the sand, but I know one day, they 
too would like the opportunity to enjoy the same complex that has been a part 
of my life for these past 15 years. 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.  Thanks. 
 
 
 
ProSoft Technology, LLC 
 
Service - Solutions - Support 
 
 
 
AJ Robinson 
 
Automation Specialist 
 
Phone:  504.669.6413 
 
Fax:  888.349.7199 
 
 
 








From: Erin Ellis
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Angela Labure; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:25:30 PM


Mr Owen, 
 
I have received an email regarding the pumping station that is to replace 
Coconut Beach. I can not believe such a thing would be considered!! The 
volleyball complex has been a part of my life since I can remember. I have fond 
memories of playing there and my sister still plays there. It is one of the things 
that reminds me of home. I now live in North Carolina and love to attend my 
sister's games there when I visit. The complex was devastated post Katrina..you 
know that. You saw them rebuild it and you want to take it away? Are you 
kidding me? What are you trying to do to the people of that community? There 
HAS to be another place for it to go. I am asking that you and your collegues 
reconsider taking ANY part of Coconut Beach away. It is a landmark for that area 
and must be saved. It is the livelihood of some of the residents there. It means 
something to a whole lot of people. Please, before you think you might do this, 
go there. Experience it for yourself. You'll be displacing a family once again if 
you chose to use it for your pumping station. Please, please, please save 
Coconut Beach!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Erin Ellis 
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From: Bruce Razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:16:00 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. There has to be a way were we can both exist. 
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From: Adam Griego
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:38:53 PM


Mr. Gib 
    On behalf of the local high school students, Coconut Beach means a lot to all 
of us teenagers in a city made mostly for adult entertainment. Coconut Beach is 
a place where we all meet up at least once a year as amateurs to see who really 
has what it takes to win it all. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE AWAY A PLACE THAT IS 
VERY IMPORTANT IN MOST OF OUR LIVES!! 
 
Adam Griego 
Brother Martin High School 
District I President 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 22, 2009 2:39:03 PM


 
PLEASE COCONUT BEACH ALONE AND PICK OPTION B OR C.  NOT OPTION A.  
KEEP COCONUT BEACH ALIVE. 
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From: Chris Tran
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:14:55 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
Please do not take away coconut beach. It is too much of a beautiful place that 
my friends and I go to once in awhile to relax. It is a great place for volleyball 
and I would travel all the way from the westbank of new orleans to have fun. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tran 
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From: george
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please keep Coconut Beach open
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:14:48 PM


Hello Gib ! 
 
I am sending this letter to express my opinion about the Coconut Beach 
volleyball complex. 
Coconut Beach is a public park.  Everyone is welcome to play there. 
 
We all want to keep the city safe from flooding. 
I am asking that you find a way to keep Coconut Beach open. 
 
 
Thank You, 
Sincerely, 
George Matulik 
Video Jones 
706 Phosphor Ave 
Metairie, LA 70005 
504.833.8485 
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From: Kris T
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:57:15 AM


Mr. Owens, 
 
I have recently been told that the U.S. Corps of Engineers plans on closing 
Coconut Beach. While I know you feel this is necessary, know that many people 
from all ages, backgrounds, and locations come together at coconut beach to 
find joy and comradery in this simple game. I myself drive from Laplace twice a 
week, and I know for a fact that there are others that make the trip as well. So, 
by taking away the Beach, you effect not only the people in the imediate 
locations, but many of the surrounding parishes. Coconut beach is not just a 
place for sport, but is a place that the entire family can be apart of, including the 
family pet. Its a place that allows co-workers to bond and develop team unity 
both on the court and in the office. I feel that Coconut Beach is ONE OF A KIND. 
There is no other place like Coconut Beach and that should mean something. I 
beg you to keep it open. As a designer myself, I face many challenges all the 
time, but  always find another solution. Please try to find another solution. 
 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
Kris Lowry 
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From: PAUL ATKINSON
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:32:53 PM


 
Dear Gib Owens, 
 
  This email is in support of keeping Coconut Beach in its current location.  With 
all of the changes the lakefront has seen in the last 25 years--since Pontchartrain 
Beach amusement park closed--Coconut Beach is one of the feel good about 
New Orleans stories. 
  It has grown by leaps and bounds over the years because it provides good 
family and social recreation. 
  I urge you to keep this into account when making a final decision. 
 
  Regards, 
 
  Paul Atkinson 
  8054 Oceanside 
  Houston, TX 77095 
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From: Daniel Stephens
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:07:25 PM


New Orleans is a city of many lifestyles at odds with one another. 
Our species always has and always will invent new, self destructive 
ways to waste our valuable time; and residents of The Big Easy are 
certainly no exception.  In such an environment the protection of 
every bastion opposing this is worthy of our best effort and then 
some. 
The Army Corps of Engineer's noble efforts must obviously begin with 
the city itself, however the importance of maintaining it's qualities 
in the process cannot not be forgotten; lest we save the body but kill 
the heart.  A patient forever on life support. 
The value of Coconut Beach to the residents of New Orleans cannot be 
measured in dollars. For this reason alone it's demise should weigh 
heavy.  The easiest road is hardly ever the right one. 
I've known the Corps to be sensible and fair, and should Coconut Beach 
not endure they would harbor regret.  I only wish to help galvanize 
the popular opinion of which I'm confident you are already familiar 
with. 
The projects goals can be attained in other ways. 
Save Coconut Beach. 
 
Daniel J. Stephens 
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From: Joseph Pietro
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: HELP
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:11:36 PM


Please reconsider the choice to tear down Coconut Beach. This place is an 
incredible complex that provides a safe and enjoyable atmosphere for all ages. 
With the crime in NOLA, it is incredible that there is a SAFE place for kids to 
hang out, play volleyball and families to enjoy their time together. It would be 
DEVASTATING to lose such a vital part of the community. PLEASE try and find 
an alternative option to tearing our complex down! Without this complex, there 
are not alternative options for volleyball lovers in the city of New Orleans. I hope 
you realize how important this complex is to us and how saddened our 
community would be to lose it. PLEASE RECONSIDER 
Thank you! 
-Joe Pietro 
 
-- 
Be Yourself @ mail.com! 
Choose From 200+ Email Addresses 
Get a Free Account at www.mail.com <http://www.mail.com/Product.aspx> ! 
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From: Wendy Adams
To: agreenbaum@ups.com; 
cc: kujomo@gmail.com; MVN Environmental; bethg@krebssurvey.com; 


kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; melanieroy1@gmail.com; cmpasos@cox.net; 
heather480b@yahoo.com; jralbano1@yahoo.com; EllenA@unitedwaynola.
org; djjuanes1977@yahoo.com; manello@auduboninstitute.org; 
binlondon@hotmail.com; Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; 
jbean@cfbean.com; mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; 
jude.boudreaux@gmail.com; fitzkaren@gmail.com; 
amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; egbrett@edg.net; kencazaubon@yahoo.
com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; jcminyme@yahoo.com; schyzyk@yahoo.
com; doncos@webtv.net; johnc@stewartla.com; dawn.davis@noaa.gov; 
dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.Davis@maf.nasa.gov; adicks@lsuhsc.
edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; cdusang@yahoo.com; Teamfreeland@cox.
net; avfroelich@gmail.com; jfuentes70@gmail.com; jpfunk123@yahoo.com; 
mdfunk@hotmail.com; gg_gag@cox.net; EddyG9@cox.net; phickm@gmail.
com; Mark.Hogan@smtechnologies.com; danelleindovina@yahoo.com; katie.
ives@gmail.com; tjackson@timespicayune.com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.
net; jennrj73@yahoo.com; mjohns9@entergy.com; bjones@carrolltontech.
com; jujones2000@yahoo.com; giovannicjuarez@yahoo.com; 
karenmj76@hotmail.com; lovekkj11@hotmail.com; stephhjuarez@yahoo.
com; sjuarez8@cox.net; erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.kuhnell@gmail.com; 
qlandry@cox.net; valandry_1214@yahoo.com; armandoleduc@yahoo.com; 
steph_lee74@yahoo.com; loriannlevy@aol.com; smajors@theehrhardtgroup.
com; lmanganello@carrolltontech.com; gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; 
jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; 
jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; NNiklaus@test-us.
com; kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; 
wayne@bridgehouse.org; bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; 
k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.
com; nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.com; rpiragusa@aol.com; 
readec@carrolltontech.com; kendramail@gmail.com; 
MelodyR@unitedwaynola.org; reidlc@arlaw.com; cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.
com; russout@netzero.com; sreiher@operationkids.org; 
Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.us; originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; 
uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.edu; msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; 
Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; ernesto@kgla.tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; 
amandafsmithson@gmail.com; ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.
soroe@bellsouth.com; sidnola@yahoo.com; Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; 
jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; TinaVega@cox.net; 
constance5171@yahoo.com; tcward@bellsouth.net; alyssaw@bb-cpa.com; 
jeriland222@aol.com; leicachris@worldnet.att.net; m_winton@yahoo.com; 
Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; 
Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; FaschanA@cdm.com; gnevels@cox.net; 
adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.com; mla@abtinc.us; j.mike.



mailto:wendyaadams@gmail.com

mailto:agreenbaum@ups.com

mailto:kujomo@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

mailto:bethg@krebssurvey.com

mailto:kevin_drouet@urscorp.com

mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com

mailto:cmpasos@cox.net

mailto:heather480b@yahoo.com

mailto:jralbano1@yahoo.com

mailto:EllenA@unitedwaynola.org

mailto:EllenA@unitedwaynola.org

mailto:djjuanes1977@yahoo.com

mailto:manello@auduboninstitute.org

mailto:binlondon@hotmail.com

mailto:Suetyger@aol.com

mailto:Gracebank@aol.com

mailto:jbean@cfbean.com

mailto:mkbillings@lycos.com

mailto:erinealexander@gmail.com

mailto:jude.boudreaux@gmail.com

mailto:fitzkaren@gmail.com

mailto:amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org

mailto:egbrett@edg.net

mailto:kencazaubon@yahoo.com

mailto:kencazaubon@yahoo.com

mailto:Maria.Cea@grainger.com

mailto:jcminyme@yahoo.com

mailto:schyzyk@yahoo.com

mailto:schyzyk@yahoo.com

mailto:doncos@webtv.net

mailto:johnc@stewartla.com

mailto:dawn.davis@noaa.gov

mailto:dorettedavis@hotmail.com

mailto:Kevin.C.Davis@maf.nasa.gov

mailto:adicks@lsuhsc.edu

mailto:adicks@lsuhsc.edu

mailto:1dmendez@bellsouth.net

mailto:cdusang@yahoo.com

mailto:Teamfreeland@cox.net

mailto:Teamfreeland@cox.net

mailto:avfroelich@gmail.com

mailto:jfuentes70@gmail.com

mailto:jpfunk123@yahoo.com

mailto:mdfunk@hotmail.com

mailto:gg_gag@cox.net

mailto:EddyG9@cox.net

mailto:phickm@gmail.com

mailto:phickm@gmail.com

mailto:Mark.Hogan@smtechnologies.com

mailto:danelleindovina@yahoo.com

mailto:katie.ives@gmail.com

mailto:katie.ives@gmail.com

mailto:tjackson@timespicayune.com

mailto:estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net

mailto:estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net

mailto:jennrj73@yahoo.com

mailto:mjohns9@entergy.com

mailto:bjones@carrolltontech.com

mailto:bjones@carrolltontech.com

mailto:jujones2000@yahoo.com

mailto:giovannicjuarez@yahoo.com

mailto:karenmj76@hotmail.com

mailto:lovekkj11@hotmail.com

mailto:stephhjuarez@yahoo.com

mailto:stephhjuarez@yahoo.com

mailto:sjuarez8@cox.net

mailto:erinkenly@yahoo.com

mailto:allen.kuhnell@gmail.com

mailto:qlandry@cox.net

mailto:valandry_1214@yahoo.com

mailto:armandoleduc@yahoo.com

mailto:steph_lee74@yahoo.com

mailto:loriannlevy@aol.com

mailto:smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com

mailto:smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com

mailto:lmanganello@carrolltontech.com

mailto:gmarney@handsonneworleans.org

mailto:jmarsh30@hotmail.com

mailto:jandmbgreen@cox.net

mailto:Amcneil@ochsner.org

mailto:jmitchell@cochranfirm.com

mailto:annaalford@hotmail.com

mailto:NNiklaus@test-us.com

mailto:NNiklaus@test-us.com

mailto:kmnorenb@yahoo.com

mailto:dennis.ohara@yahoo.com

mailto:wayne@bridgehouse.org

mailto:bozkan@alhamco.net

mailto:smileholls@yahoo.com

mailto:k_palermo@yahoo.com

mailto:stu@stu.org

mailto:emilypalit@gmail.com

mailto:tpalit@gmail.com

mailto:tpalit@gmail.com

mailto:nlpb3@cox.net

mailto:carolynp@osisoft.com

mailto:rpiragusa@aol.com

mailto:readec@carrolltontech.com

mailto:kendramail@gmail.com

mailto:MelodyR@unitedwaynola.org

mailto:reidlc@arlaw.com

mailto:cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com

mailto:cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com

mailto:russout@netzero.com

mailto:sreiher@operationkids.org

mailto:Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.us

mailto:originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com

mailto:uberquatz@yahoo.com

mailto:dr146@columbia.edu

mailto:msanchez@sanchezfirm.com

mailto:Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov

mailto:ernesto@kgla.tv

mailto:mike5rn@hotmail.com

mailto:amandafsmithson@gmail.com

mailto:ianrsmithson@gmail.com

mailto:thomas.soroe@bellsouth.com

mailto:thomas.soroe@bellsouth.com

mailto:sidnola@yahoo.com

mailto:Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com

mailto:jeffrayteague@yahoo.com

mailto:tim.ryan@novacvideo.org

mailto:TinaVega@cox.net

mailto:constance5171@yahoo.com

mailto:tcward@bellsouth.net

mailto:alyssaw@bb-cpa.com

mailto:jeriland222@aol.com

mailto:leicachris@worldnet.att.net

mailto:m_winton@yahoo.com

mailto:Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov

mailto:avilla8@yahoo.com

mailto:Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com

mailto:FaschanA@cdm.com

mailto:gnevels@cox.net

mailto:adams3068@bellsouth.net

mailto:LACone@aol.com

mailto:mla@abtinc.us

mailto:j.mike.adams@gmail.com





adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; joycebergman@hotmail.
com; Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; 
joshbeezley@yahoo.com; bakikuchi@aol.com; bfreese@vbar.com; 
bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.brown.
experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.
com; doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; fire3rd08@aol.com; 
george@videojones.com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; 
eric@redhive.com; godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; 
rfleischmann@cox.net; cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; 
hjwii@hotmail.com; simon.heather@yahoo.com; lynncj@gmail.com; 
vbjesus@gmail.com; harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.edu; kenneth.j.
leveque@lmco.com; Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; 
jeffk@southerntheaters.net; kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; 
laraway@kw.com; lsison77@yahoo.com; mickey70122@gmail.com; 
monicadbell@bellsouth.net; ryanneal25@hotmail.com; claassen@aol.com; 
saskia2222@hotmail.com; nawlinsdweller@aol.com; petunia666@msn.com; 
panddgath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.pitz@gmail.com; 
paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; rhettroberts@msn.com; 
rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; thevenot@audubon-
engineering.com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; 
vickiesemail@cox.net; gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; 


Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:51:46 AM


Dear Mr Owen, 
 
My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut Beach volleyball 
community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during Katrina, 
and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are volleyball 
fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity that 
will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 
great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or 
socializing in a smokey bar room.  
Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and soul of what 
New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started on net 
18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my 
office, right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being 
outside, and the wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and 
would hang around after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get 
enough of the outdoors and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft 
team and made the first of many good friends.  Over the years we have worked 
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our way up to the advanced level nets, and improving our volleyball but more 
importantly developing the type of friendships that can only be likened to family. 
For years now, season after season, we see each other several nights a week for 
hours on end.  We spend holidays together, enjoy all the local festivals en 
masse, vacation together, and never miss birthdays.  We are professionals and 
students, single and married, aged 18 thru to and past 60. Some of us are born 
and raised here, some came down for school or work and fell in love with the 
city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but those of us 
who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up and 
running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, 
reuniting with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, 
traveling each night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to 
Coconut brought a sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life 
was so surreal. 
After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we were asked by 
the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why stay?"   The 
answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, the 
culture, the people...always the people. 
Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships clearly has a 
fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is expectant and 
deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all believe the 
effort to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, but 
surely there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at 
West End Beach. There are so many who would be devastated if we lost 
Coconut Beach.  It is not worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work 
and plan to ensure the survival and longevity of the region, if the very element 
we wish to preserve is destroyed in the process. 
We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and Coconut Beach is 
a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we are rebuilding. 
We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
 
-Wendy Adams 
 
 
On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 6:24 AM, <agreenbaum@ups.com> wrote: 
 
 
        Mr. Owen, 
        
        Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans and its 
neighboring cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the 
years since Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm 
forced the city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to 
rebuild, or forge on to 'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was 







felt.  In reality, the loss each person felt following Katrina was really relative to 
their specific situation.  Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the 
closure of a favorite restaurant, the house you grew up in, the home you lived 
in, or a loved one, we all felt a loss.  The sad thing is that there is no way to tell 
the physical and emotional toll this has taken on the all of those affected by 
Katrina.  In addition to having to rebuild our lives and (in many cases) homes, 
we also had to manage those intangible losses.  In many ways, it is those 
intangible things that get us through the hard times.  However, it is those same 
intangible things that some people appear to be taking for granted. 
        
        Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To the 
outsider, it is just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of 
Coconut Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball 
complex.  However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball 
complex.  For me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives 
for 20 plus years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our 
gym.  It is that one safe place where our children can run and play without 
worry.  It is where many met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  
Whether that is an escape from work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 
4 years, Coconut Beach is, and has been, that place for thousands of people for 
a long time.  If asked, many would tell you they were there to rebuild Coconut 
before their home.  However, if there is any question as to what Coconut means 
to its legions of supporters, I invite you to visit the bar and peruse the years and 
years of pictures on display.  In effect, you are walking into a lot of homes and 
telling them to find a new place to live. 
        
        Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I do not think 
we can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to what 
was once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever 
again see the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we 
are receiving greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only 
boosts the city's image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more 
sponsored tournaments, which will bring people into the city to play, watch, and 
support.  Again, it may be easy to dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, 
but for us it is clearly a growing entity benefitting its city. 
        
        As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, phone calls, 
& news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go away.  On 
a personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given night of 
the week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just 
welcomed a son into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to 
share the love of the sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what 
was, will be another in a long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I 
implore you to engineer another solution that will allow Coconut to continue to 







thrive. 
        
        Regards, 
        
        Adam Greenbaum 
        Business Manager, UPS 
        
        <mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
        
        ________________________________ 
        From: Wendy Adams [wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
        Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:27 PM 
        To: kujomo 
        Cc: Melanie Roy; Carlos Pasos; Heather Albano; John Albano; Ellen 
Altamirano; Juan Altamirano; Meredith Anello; B; Susie b; Grace Bank; Janet 
Bean; Marissa Billings; Erin Alexander Bolles; Jude Boudreaux; Karen (Fitzgerald) 
Boudreaux; Amy Boyle; Elliott Brett; Ken Cazuban; Maria Cea; Jeanne 
Charlebois; Steven Chyzyk; Donald Costello; John Costello; Dawn Davis; Dorette 
Davis; Kevin C Davis; Amy Dickson; DMendez; chris dusang; Michael F. Freeland; 
Allison Froelich; Jorge Fuentes; Jeff Funk; Melissa Funk; Gina Gaglianno; 
Greenbaum Adam (nol1atg); Eddy J. Gutierrez; Peter Hickman; Mark Hogan; 
Danelle Indovina; Katie Ives; Ted Jackson; estell johnson; Jennifer Johnson; 
Mark Johnson; Brian Jones; Julie Jones; Giovanni Juarez; karen juarez; Karina 
Juarez; Stephanie Juarez; Sandy Juarez-Johnson; Erin Kenly; Allen Kuhnell; 
Quinn Landry; Vicky Landry Landry; Armando Leduc; STEPHANIE LEE; Lori Levy; 
Steve Majors; Leigh Manganello; Geneva Marney; Julie Marsh; J & MB Green; 
Andrea McNeil; J Mitchell; anna alford nelson; Nick Niklaus; Kris Norenberg; 
Dennis O'Hara; Wayne Olivio; Bora Ozkan; Holly Palermo; Kristie Palermo; Stu 
Palermo; Emily Palit; Tapash Palit; Nancy Price; Carolyn Przybylski; Dominick 
Ragusa; Christopher Reade; Kendra Reade; Melody Reed; Lee Reid; Cheryl 
Reinhard; Russell Richards; Steve Reiher; Kathy Riedlinger; Julie and Larry 
Robinson; Roy; DiLenny Rocca-Dominguez; Monica Sánchez; Gregory F Schieleit; 
Ernesto Schweikert; Jose Servin; Amanda Smithson; Ian Smithson; Thomas 
Soroe; Sidney Steabman; Jon Stoddard; Jeffrey Teague; TimRyan_NOVAC; 
TinaVega@cox.net; connie ward; Tom & Claire Ward; Alyssa Wenck; Jeri 
Wheeler; Christopher Williams; Mark Winton; Amber Ellinwood; April Villa; Darin 
Acosta; Faschan, Adam; Jenn and Garland Nevels; Kristen Adams; LACone@aol.
com; Mary Lou Adams; Mike Adams; Rebecca; Bergman, Joyce; Bordes, Jeremy 
F; Marjorie Bilinski; Beezley, Josh; Brenda Kikuchi; Brian Freese; Bridget Falcon; 
chris@reine.biz; doug brown; carl doescher; Carol Nahrwold; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; Chin, Kenny K; David Shackelford; doug; 
Durio, Blaise; Greg Davis; E-mail, George Matulik; E-mail, Jamie Muscarello; 
Elliott Brett; eric; Eric vb Porter; Tim Thomas (E-mail); Robert Fleischmann; 
Craig G; Michael Henry; harold sand ninja, harold sand ninja; Heather Simon; 
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Lynn Hamilton; Peter Hickman; harrisdavid59@msn.com; Klein, Jennifer M.; 
Leveque, Kenneth J; Jenna Wenna; jason ortis; Jeff Klein; Kenny Leveque; Ken 
Lopez; laraway@kw.com; Linda Sison; Mickey; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; Ryan 
Neal; sand Ninja, ben; sand ninja, saskia; sand ninja, Steve volleyball; Stephanie 
Plescia; panddgath@aol.com; Richard Prator; Shawn Pitz; Espinoza, Pedro; 
Roberts, Rhett; Roberts, Rhett; Randy Tabor; Rhonda Zimmer; Toby Thevenot; 
Toby Thevenot; Mays, Amber; Vickie Lory; Gail Vball; Bruce White 
        
        Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
        
        
        Does anybody know Frank Davis?!?!  It would be great to get him out 
there to do a story Thursday or Friday night. 
        
        
        On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:18 PM, kujomo <kujomo@gmail.com<mailto:
kujomo@gmail.com>> wrote: 
        Likewise. I am also working contacts on facebook and myspace. 
        
        Joe 
        
        
        
        
        On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:16 PM, Melanie Roy <melanieroy1@gmail.
com<mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com>> wrote: 
        I emailed mine a minute ago and I hope all you guys make sure we are 
heard!!!  Mel 
        
        
        
        On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 1:55 PM, Carlos Pasos <cmpasos@cox.
net<mailto:cmpasos@cox.net>> wrote: 
        I apologize if some of you get this message more than once, but it's just 
that important. feel free to cut and paste 
        Thanks 
        
        Carlos Pasos 
        Pasos Photo & Video llc 
        
        www.carlospasos.com<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
        504.710.8990 
        carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
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        Dear Mr Owen 
        I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut 
Beach means to me and the community. 
        18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children 
play together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in 
our community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe 
environment. Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where 
people can stay fit and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, 
where we all can feel good about ourselves and our community. 
        After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life 
long members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because 
it was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
        Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
        Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
        Thanks 
        The Pasos Family 
        
        
        Carlos Pasos 
        Pasos Photo & Video llc 
        
        www.carlospasos.com<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
        504.710.8990 
        carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
        
        830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
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        On May 13, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Wendy Adams wrote: 
        
        This is an effort to bombard the USACE with emails TODAY. 
        
        The May 2009 plans for the Pumping station at the 17th Street Canal have 
been released and Coconut Beach will definitely be impacted.  Coconut Beach 
may soon be closed for good if we don't act in unison now.  We all believe flood 
protection is the first priority for the city but there must be a way Coconut Beach 
and the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
        
        We have learned that the support Coconut Beach received from the over 
two hundred volleyball players who attended the meeting at St Paul's last spring 
went over very well.  Our efforts were successful, as the ACE and the city had no 
idea we were here in such a large capacity.  Please take a break at lunchtime or 
a quick moment in your day to send Gib Owen of the ACE an email about what 
Coconut Beach means to you. 
        
        The May ACE report indicates that II Tony's Restaurant has some 2,300 
emails regarding public support, and Coconut Beach has only 4.  We hope to 
blow them away by the end of the day.  Please help make it happen. 
        
        Please also forward your emails to friends, family, and anyone who could 
possibly help with our cause. 
        
        Thank you, 
        
        Wendy 
        
        
        Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
        
        mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
        
 
 
        Bruce has also announced that the local television news stations will be out 
at Coconut tonight around 7pm. 
        Please come out to show your support if you can. 
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        Attached is additional information that you will need to contact Gib Owen. 
        
        I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project manager for 
the 
        pumping station at the 17th canal for the Corp of Engineers 
        
        The land that Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a 
        Permanent Acquisition Zone. 
        
        Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach would be used 
in the 
        New Pumping Station. 
        
        Gib Owen has told us that the Corps know the value of the Mickey Retif 
        Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and friends of the 
        Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone number and 
        please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
        
        Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
        
        mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
        
 
        Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available at the 
        
        http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov<http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
Web site or, in a  hard copy format, by 
        
        contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 504-862-1337 
or 
        
        mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil>. 
        
 
        Please click on the links below to gain access to documents now available 
        for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and projects. 
        
        
        
        ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov<http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
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        -The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment (EA) # 474 
and 
        Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out for public 
        review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 16 May 
        2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
        
        Thanks for your support. 
        
        HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
        
        WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
        
        Bruce 
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From: Ken Bode
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:37:59 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was recently informed that the Army Corps of Engineers is in the process of 
acquiring 10%-100% of Coconut Beach in order to build a pumping station at 
the entrance of the 17th Street Canal.  I was very upset to hear this news.  
Coconut Beach has served as a haven from the stress of daily life for many in 
the community and we would be distraught to see it overtaken for a pumping 
station.  I understand the importance of the work the Corps is performing for the 
City and am truly grateful for their dedication to the project of protecting the 
citizens of New Orleans.  I do not want the Corps to sacrifice the safety of the 
citizens of New Orleans just so we can have a place to play beach volleyball.  I 
am asking that the Corps explore all possible avenues to find a way for the two 
to peacefully co-exist.  I realize you may not be familiar with Coconut Beach, but 
it is a place for family and friends to get together for a few drinks and laugh, 
instead of cry, about the things going on around us.  
 
It has also played an important role in the community by raising nearly $1 
million dollars for Children's Hospital and other charities.  It is a vital part of the 
community in which we are all apart of.  It is a truly unique destination in the 
city of New Orleans where its constituents are able to find excitement that many 
are unable to enjoy on a nightly basis.  If you have not had the opportunity to 
go to Coconut Beach, I invite you to come out and witness what it means to the 
people who frequent the establishment. 
 
I hope this email finds you in good spirits and you are able to take the time to 
read this and understand what this place means to so many of us. 
 
Respectfully, 
Ken Bode 



mailto:kenbode@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Lara Stepneski
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:30:07 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
New Orleanians have supported the Army Corps of Engineers and have been 
extremely grateful for all of your hard work during and post-Katrina. Please do 
not repay us by taking away our beloved Coconut Beach. It's more than just a 
place to play volleyball, it's a workout, a stress reliever, a gathering place for 
friends, family & coworkers to eat, drink & be merry. There must be a way for us 
to share the space...please consider your decision carefully. 
 
Thank You, 
Lara 
 
 
LARA STEPNESKI • PUBLIC RELATIONS ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
 
PETER A MAYER ADVERTISING 
324 CAMP ST • NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130 
TEL 504.210.1307 • FAX 504.581.3009 • MOBILE 504.717.8368 
 
STEPNESKIL@PETERAMAYER.COM • WWW.PETERAMAYER.COM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PETER MAYER ADVERTISING CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 
Confidentially, we loathe confidentiality notices. Still, our lawyers tell us they are 
essential in today's world. That said, please consider yourself confidentially 
notified that this email and any attachments may contain confidential and 
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the 
sender with a reply email-confidentially, of course-and destroy all copies. And, 
just between you and us, any dissemination by a person other than the intended 
recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: Mark.Mauer@selu.edu
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!
Date: Saturday, May 23, 2009 8:09:49 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand the enormous amount of pressure you must be under, but I cannot 
just let my "safe haven" turn into a pumping station.  I have been playing at 
coconut beach for 4 years, my girlfriend 7 years, my bestfriend...since he was a 
baby.  All i want to express to you is that Coconut Beach is not just a 
recreational center...it is HOME!  If someone told you they were about to turn 
your house into a pumping station...you would feel the same way...everyone in 
the world would feel that way.   PLEASE DO EVERTHING YOU CAN TO SAVE 
OUR HOME! 
 
I appreciate your time, 
 
Mark Mauer Jr. 
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From: Ann Klimas
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Re: Coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:04:31 PM


 
Ann Klimas 
 
 
 
On May 14, 2009, at 7:54 PM, Ann Klimas wrote: 
 
> Dear Gib,  My name is Ann Klimas  I am writing to to ask the corp of  
> engineers to reevaluate their position to use the land of Coconut  
> Beach.  It is a vital part of our city.  I have been playing there  
> since 1993 along with my husband.  This beach volleyball facility is  
> comparable to others in California.  It is a successful business. It  
> is bright spot in our recovery process. Please leave Coconut  Beach  
> standing. 
> Ann Klimas 
> 
> 
> 
> On May 13, 2009, at 4:04 PM, Joseph Klimas wrote: 
> 
>> 
>> 
>> -----Original Message----- 
>> From: Joseph Klimas 
>> Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:53 PM 
>> To: 'mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil' 
>> Subject: Coconut beach 
>> 
>> Hi Gib, 
>> Let me start with saying, I never had to write a letter like this 
>> before. So here I go. My name is Joe Klimas I have be living in New 
>> Orleans since 1991. I'm a Project Engineer with Plains Pipeline. I  
>> have 
>> been playing volleyball at Bruce White's Coconut Beach since 1993.  
>> Both 
>> my wife and I love to play volley ball at Coco's as well as many  
>> other 
>> young professionals do. Please re-evaulate your plans to take over  
>> that 
>> land. I intend to stand behind Bruce White whom has good intentions  
>> on 
>> keeping the volley ball site as is. And we a force of 4000 tax payers 
>> will do so as well. Please go out there on a Thrusday or Friday night 
>> and you will see what I"m talking about. Sit down in front of net 1  
>> and 
>> grab a beer and talk with the folks out there. 
>> Its allot of fun and a very large small business you will be  
>> squashing. 
>> 
>> Please save our beach! 
>> 
>> I'm sure you have better options 
>> Thanks for your time 
>> 
>> Joe 
>> -------------------------- 
>> Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Device 
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>> 
######################################################################## 
>> Attention: 
>> The information contained in this message and/or attachments is  
>> intended 
>> only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may  
>> contain 
>> confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in  
>> error, 
>> please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
>> material from any system and destroy any copies. 
>> 
>> This footnote also confirms that this email message has been  
>> scanned for 
>> Viruses and Content and cleared. 
>> 
######################################################################## 
> 
 








From: Diana Delaune Aime
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 23, 2009 9:14:21 AM


Dear Gib Owen, 
     I am sending this because Coconut Beach needs to remain in its location.  
Coconut Beach provides unique recreational and social opportunities for the hard 
working and taxpaying citizens of New Orleans.  Hurricane Katrina took alot from 
the people of New Orleans.  Please don't take another piece of New Orleans 
from us!  
Thank you for you time. 
Diana 
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From: john Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:27:40 PM


Please save coconut beach 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® goes with you. Get it on your BlackBerry or iPhone. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Mobile?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Mobile1_052009> 
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From: Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Saving Coconut Beach 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:29:01 AM


DO NOT TAKE THE BEACH AWAY FROM US!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Coconut Beach 
volleyball complex is a home to all of us as well as a part of the city.  Please 
change the plans to take our complex from us for a flood project.  There has to 
be another alternative that will spare Coconut Beach while helping provide 
pumping and flood protection for the city. 
 
 
 
Save the Beach.........Coconut Beach 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
All is not lost! Click now for professional data recovery. <http://thirdpartyoffers.
juno.com/TGL2132/fc/
BLSrjnsKQyws95Z13I5ylRouV4V37tUsEaD4jnEe5ih8nWOHBzL9EYPux6w/> 
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From: Alicia Millet
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Fw: 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:35:27 PM


Dear Mr. Owen: 
I understand that some land may be taken from Coconut Beach for use by the 
Army Corps. Please realize that this is a place not just for teens or adults, but for 
families. Its a place to be outdoors, to exercise, to see friends, to bring the kids. 
Its a place to have a drink, have a meal. This is an integral part of our city, of 
our culture. Young and old alike enjoy Coconut Beach. Please save our complex. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alicia Millet 
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From: Shawn M. Ledig
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:50:54 AM


 
 
 
Shawn M. Ledig 
Structural/Civil Group 
LINFIELD, HUNTER, & JUNIUS, INC. 
3608 18th Street, Suite 200 
Metairie, LA  70002 
Phone: (504) 833-5300 
Fax: (504)833-5350 
Cell: (504)957-0249 
 
sledig@lhjunius.com 
 



mailto:sledig@lhjunius.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Becky Neeb
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE HELP US TO SAVE SOME OF COCONUT BEACH..


please, please, please. 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:56:23 PM


 
 
Hi Mr. Owen ~ 
 
 
 
My name is Becky and I am a life-long resident of New Orleans. I moved to 
Lakeview right after I finished high school and resided there until Katrina 
destroyed my lovely home (I lived on 18th street b/w Bellaire & Fleur De Lis). 
Therefore I completely understand the need for keeping New Orleans, especially 
Lakeview, safe from flooding during hurricanes and such, so I am very glad to 
support any such plans. However, I am also a huge fan of Coconut Beach. It is 
much more than a sand volleyball facility to me. It is a gathering place for 
families and friends and has evolved into its own community. For decades now 
people have been able to come together there to eat, drink, play, & relax with 
their fellow New Orleanians. Even more than that, it is technically a free venue. 
When I was in college & broke, it was one of the only places I could get in some 
exercise & spend hours with my friends for free! I couldn’t afford a gym 
membership either so it served as my workout location also. Coconut Beach 
means a lot to me & even more to families who have raised their kids there and 
whose kids are starting to bring their kids. It serves the younger generations in 
New Orleans also by giving them a productive & healthy outlet of their energy. 
Kids that have something to do will not be so bored that they pick up other bad 
habits that plague youth…such as drinking, drugs, or other criminal behavior that 
bored kids can conjure up. And in a city like New Orleans, which is known for its 
drinking culture & unhealthy food, I believe that Coconut Beach is breath of 
fresh air for people looking to live a healthier lifestyle. 
 
 
 
Now I understand that the Corps’ main job is to protect the city & you strive to 
do your best, especially with the heat ACE has dealt with after Katrina. But I 
believe that there is a way to compromise so that both of our needs can be met. 
I think that with all the technology available to us these days, the pumping 
station can be designed using small parts of the beach facility without taking 
over all of it. Besides, now is the Corps’ chance to reconnect with the citizens of 
New Orleans, especially Lakeview people, and show them that you can be a hero 
to us…here’s your chance to win us over! 
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I hope that you are open to trying to help us out & will do your best with the 
design to make a fair & safe compromise. 
 
Please, please, please, please consider helping. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
Becky Neeb 
 
PEMBA Lighting,Electrical, & Automation 
 
p. 504-393-6441 
 
f. 504-394-6922 
 
www.pembaserv.com 
 
 
 








From: Shawn M. Ledig
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:50:25 AM


 
 
 
Shawn M. Ledig 
Structural/Civil Group 
LINFIELD, HUNTER, & JUNIUS, INC. 
3608 18th Street, Suite 200 
Metairie, LA  70002 
Phone: (504) 833-5300 
Fax: (504)833-5350 
Cell: (504)957-0249 
 
sledig@lhjunius.com 
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From: david burg
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach/Pumping station
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:02:59 PM


Mr. Owen, 
               My name is David Burg. I am a volleyball player at Coconut Beach. I 
am writing you to let you Know I understand the importance 
of closing a open waterway to our city and neighborhoods. Pumping at the lake 
is of coarse the best place to keep storm surge out. 
However, it is also a matter of quality of life for those of us who have returned 
and rebuilt our lives and the city we love. 
 I began playing at C. B. eight years ago. I went there as a lonely,recently 
divorced man looking for exercise and a new beginning. 
I've developed many new friendships over the years. This helped to convince me 
New Orleans was still my home. I, as many players play more than one night a 
week. After Katrina, no one knew what the future held. However many players,
while rebuilding their own homes rebuilt Coconut Beach. We are a self sustaining 
entertainment venue. Teams pay entry fees to participate in league play. Each 
Tuesday thru Friday there are as many as 14 nets with eight teams playing. Each 
team can field up to 6 players.That's 672 paying players with untold non players 
socializing. While the economy is forcing government cut backs of public 
services, Coconut Beach remains strong and growing with a deverse economic 
and social player base. 
 Please find away to keep our city safe and to keep a positive gathering place 
open. 
 
Thank you, 
David Burg                                            
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® goes with you. Get it on your BlackBerry or iPhone. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Mobile?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Mobile1_052009> 
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From: Brown, Stacy A.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:26:42 PM


That area was such a nice place to hang out before Katrina. There were 
restaurants and of course, Coconut Beach. Please consider other places to have 
the levee or pumping station if possible. 
 
 
 
Stacy A. Brown, MSN, RHIA, RN, CCS 
 
Clinical Documentation Specialist 
 
Health Information Management 
 
West Jefferson Medical Center 
 
1101 Medical Center Blvd. 
 
Marrero, LA 70072 
 
504-349-1750 (phone) 
 
504-610-2379 (cell) 
 
504-349-2485 (fax) 
 
 
 
 
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the 
individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not 
disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately 
by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from 
your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-
free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late 
or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability 
for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a 
result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a hard-
copy version. West Jefferson Medical Center, 1101 Medical Center Blvd., 
Marrero, USA, www.wjmc.org. 
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From: Karl Denu
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: "Joanne Denu"; jim denu; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:33:34 PM


I write this email for the purpose of persuading the Army Corp of Engineers to 
consider working with Coconut Beach towards a compromise, so both can co-
exist. 
 
 
 
I started playing volleyball seven years ago when I moved to the New Orleans 
area.  My first game was in a tournament that benefited Children’s Hospital of 
New Orleans.  This tournament means a lot to me personally, because my wife is 
an employee of Children’s and my daughter has received treatment there.  I am 
lucky that my employer sponsors the tournament and the hospital.  
 
 
 
After Katrina, the Children’s Hospital tournament was the first volleyball played 
at the newly reopened Coconut Beach.  Ever since that tournament, I started to 
play in a league during the week.  Sometimes twice a week.  Playing volleyball 
has become a big part of my life here in New Orleans and I look forward to it 
each week.  
 
 
 
I realize that the protection of the city takes precedent over the playing of 
volleyball for recreation.  However, I do see that there is room for compromise 
and also see a opportunity for the Army Corp of Engineers to improve its 
relationship with the citizens of the New Orleans metro area.  
 
 
 
In closing, I hope that you will consider all options available and do everything in 
your power to come to a decision that satisfies all parties involved. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
Karl J. Denu 
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Controller, AVP 
 
Bank of New Orleans 
 
(504) 834-1190 
 
Fax: (504) 835-2373 
 
kdenu@bnoinfo.com 
 
www.bankofneworleans.net 
 
 
 
"Service and Reputation You Can Bank On." 
 
 This electronic mail message (and/or any accompanying documents), unless 
otherwise expressly indicated, is CONFIDENTIAL and PRIVILEGED information 
belonging to BANK OF NEW ORLEANS.  Any dissemination, distribution, or 
copying of this electronic mail transmission (or the accompanying documents) is 
prohibited.  If you have received this electronic mail transmission in error, please 
notify us immediately and destroy this electronic mail transmission and any 
accompanying documents.  Thank you. 
 
 
 








From: Courtney Coulon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save the beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:28:52 AM


Please don’t take coconut beach. Where will we play volleyball? 
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From: Jasmine Haddad
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:49:35 PM


Hi Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I have been going to Coconut Beach for a long time. Ever since I moved to New 
Orleans, actually, and to me it is a vital part of this city.  Through years of 
volleyball games at Coconut Beach, my engineering company has had a chance 
to not only increase our cameraderie with each other, but also with potential and 
long time clients. The leagues on weeknights foster, in our case, business morale 
and good client relationships by providing organized gaming that allows 
members to blow off steam and to get to know one another in an informal 
setting.  The engineers here have become very close and this helps us work 
together. 
 
 
 
On another level, when visitors arrive from other cities, they notice that Coconut 
Beach repersents a city (and a company) that values togetherness and fair play, 
and that demonstrates that self enjoyment is very important. 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach’s stability and regularity makes it a dependable asset to this 
community. You would be doing your city a huge disservice by ridding it of one 
of the most competently run and smoothly executed fun zones.  Please 
reconsider claiming this land. 
 
 
 
Jasmine Haddad 
 
Keystone Engineering 
 
504.648.1730  Direct 
 
504.362.6899  Fax 
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From: Michelle Gauthier
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 25, 2009 5:00:22 PM


I am a native New Orleanian and would hate to see Coconut Beach go! It is part 
of New Orleans that we still have after Katrina, and would love for it to be there 
for everyone to enjoy. Please consider this when thinking about destroying it. 
Thanks for your suport with this issue. 
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From: John Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:47:38 AM


Please save coconut beach 
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From: leslie palmisano
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:48:18 PM


Coconut beach is a wonderful place to go and play, relax, and have some fun 
with friends and family.  This place is very important to New Orleanians because 
it is the only place of its kind.  My best friends father met his now wife of 7 years 
there on a Friday night league.  Its just an all around special place.  Please don't 
take it away.  Its the only thing left in that area still standing.  Its bad enough 
Jeagers and The Dock is gone, but not this.  Thanks for your time.  Leslie 
Palmisano        
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From: johnnyb79@live.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:23:52 PM


Please save coconut beach! 
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From: Bordes, Jeremy F
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: LBelsome@chnola.org; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:33:17 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Count me among the hundreds of volleyball players who are fortunate enough to 
play at coconut beach ever week. 
 
 
 
By now I'm sure you've heard countless stories about how Coconut Beach 
affected and continues to affect people's lives. 
 
 
 
Let me forgo the typical response and make sure you know some stats: 
 
*       
        Weekday leagues are played throughout the week. 
*       
        An average of 14+ nets per night 
*       
        Each net hosts 8 teams 
*       
        Each team typically has 6 players (not including alternates) 
 
By my calculations, that makes for a total of 59 nets (total) x 8 teams x 6 players 
= 2,832 players who hit the sand… each week! 
 
 
 
That doesn’t include friends and families that come to support the teams or the 
bar.  It doesn’t include the bartenders, referees or the jobs provided.  And that 
doesn’t even start to quantify the 26 scheduled volleyball tournaments scheduled 
for 2009 that draws people from out of state and provides money for charity 
(the Children's Hospital volleyball tournament is scheduled for May 30th) 
 
 
 
I hope you have had the chance to understand how much Coconut Beach means 
to so many people. 
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeremy Bordes 
Slidell, LA 
10-year Coconuts Veteran 
 








From: bakikuchi@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH - MY SECOND HOME
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:43:36 PM


Please reconsider utilizing the land that Coconut Beach occupies!!!  I would 
appreciate you leaving my home away from home alone. 
 
In 1988 Bruce White had a dream...and with the assistance of Mike Drury, he 
built it and everybody came!  So many of us have been a part of Coconut Beach 
since inception 21 years ago.  I count on it as a place a refuge, a place to 
unwind, a place to compete and at the same time spend time with friends.  
Hurricane Katrina didn't defeat Coconut Beach or ruin Bruce's dream, it made it 
stronger.  Currently the only thing that can weaken its strength is the Corps of 
Engineers.  We don't want to be selfish, and we understand the absolute need 
for a pumping station but why does it have to rest on the land that brings so 
much to so many.  Build the pumps further out at the entrance of the canal so 
that the surge can be handled prior to the flow being forced into the canal and 
possible breaching the levees.  There has to be a better way to build this 
protection.  If Coconut Beach was the best solution I believe the Corps would 
have made its decision a long time ago.  There have been so many changes in 
the footprints of the project and that uncertainty makes us very uneasy.  If 
Coconut Beach is commandeered and then later the whole process fails the 
opportunity will no longer be there to rebuild.  Why are the current pumps 
considered temporary?  Why would you build such a massive, expensive 
structure on a temporary basis?  What a waste! 
 
Please reconsider leaving our beach alone! 
 
Kind regards, 
Brenda Kikuchi 
Lifelong Coconut Beach Volleyball Player 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Kevin Zwezdaryk
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:27:06 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to you to voice my displeasure concerning the possible closure 
of the Coconut Beach volleyball complex. This complex fills an enormous void 
in recreational activity in the New Orleans area. Shortly after moving to 
New Orleans from Toronto Canada, I was introduced to the complex and have 
been a faithful member of this complex and community every since. The 
complex is so fantastic, that friends from Canada fly to New Orleans to 
participate in tournaments during the summer. It would be shame to close a 
city park that is used so frequently by so many people. I'd like to believe 
that the Army Corp. will make the right decision and not close this valuable 
complex. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Kevin Zwezdaryk 
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From: Leigh Anne Wilson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach!
Date: Monday, May 25, 2009 1:43:03 PM


 
Don't let one of New Orleans greatest rec areas go!!  Please save Coconut 
Beach!!!! 
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From: Wendy Adams
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-


Large; fyoder@lakeviewcivic.org; Head, Stacy Councilmember Dist B; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:46:55 AM


Dear Mr Owen, 
My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut Beach volleyball 
community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during Katrina, 
and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are volleyball 
fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity that 
will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 
great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or 
socializing in a smokey bar room.  
Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and soul of what 
New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started on net 
18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my 
office, right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being 
outside, and the wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and 
would hang around after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get 
enough of the outdoors and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft 
team and made the first of many good friends.  Over the years we have worked 
our way up to the advanced level nets, and improving our volleyball but more 
importantly developing the type of friendships that can only be likened to family. 
For years now, season after season, we see each other several nights a week for 
hours on end.  We spend holidays together, enjoy all the local festivals en 
masse, vacation together, and never miss birthdays.  We are professionals and 
students, single and married, aged 18 thru to and past 60. Some of us are born 
and raised here, some came down for school or work and fell in love with the 
city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but those of us 
who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up and 
running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, 
reuniting with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, 
traveling each night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to 
Coconut brought a sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life 
was so surreal. 
After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we were asked by 
the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why stay?"   The 
answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, the 
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culture, the people...always the people. 
Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships clearly has a 
fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is expectant and 
deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all believe the 
effort to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, but 
surely there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at 
West End Beach. There are so many who would be devastated if we lost 
Coconut Beach.  It is not worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work 
and plan to ensure the survival and longevity of the region, if the very element 
we wish to preserve is destroyed in the process. 
We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and Coconut Beach is 
a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we are rebuilding. 
We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
 
-Wendy Adams 
 








From: scott mccrossen
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: scody@wwltv.com; david beach Jr; cmmsh@cmmsh.


com; 
Subject: A Pragmatic Voice on Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:23:08 PM


Dear Sirs – 
 
My name is Scott McCrossen, and I play volleyball at Coconut Beach. 
 
I write this letter to you in a pragmatic voice, and respectfully ask that you 
deploy leadership given your position in the community as it pertains to the 
future of the Beach and our city. 
 
While many will clamor to "Save the Beach," I ask: Why does it have to stay in 
its current location. 
The site is city-owned property, and if the Corps says that provides us with a 
best case scenario for improved flood protection, then so be it – take the land 
for the benefit of the whole. After all, we've got options. 
 
Recent news shows that New Orleans is home to more than 69,000 blighted 
properties. Surely we can find a suitable parcel. Coconut Beach is a beacon of 
light in a mostly darkened area town. But, there are other areas of town where a 
facility like Coconut Beach could be just the anchor needed to revive a real 
neighborhood. 
 
I understand Mr. Drury's and Mr. White's investment in the property, but they 
made these investments with full knowledge that the land is city owned 
property. If it makes sense to take this land back, let's stop bickering and let's 
find an alternative solution. 
 
City Park lies mostly dormant. Could you facilitate talks between all parties that 
might put the Beach into the Park? Or, what about the land adjacent to the 
current facility. Its a gem of an area built by the WPA. Its still at the Lakefront, 
and ample parking exists in the lot we currently use. Why not turn this area into 
the centerpiece for a revitalized West End / Lake Marina commercial zone – 
something that can be used to attract new restaurants and shops to the area? 
 
What about land at UNO? Or anything in Gentilly? What about making it part of 
the St. Bernard? 
Options abound, and many of them make sense. 
 
Coconut Beach is one of the nicest things about New Orleans. It is used on a 
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weekly basis, almost year-round by thousands of people seeking the spirit of 
camaraderie, and an outdoor lifestyle. I'm a native New Orleanian, and I have 
take opportunities to live in other locales. In each of those instances, I wished 
the cities I chose to live in had a facility as nice, and as well maintained as 
Coconut Beach. It's unique. It's fun. It's valuable, and it's existence helps to 
strengthen our community. 
 
Do what's best for our city as a whole, but please – take this opportunity to 
bring all parties together, and see what might work that could be even better 
than what we have now. 
 
Improvements for starters: 
 
- better streets and roads into the complex 
 
- better lighting in the parking area (heck, any lighting in the parking area) 
 
- additional commercial activity in or around the complex 
 
 
Kind regards, 
scott mccrossen 
 
______________ 
Scott McCrossen 
Managing Director 
five65 Design 
 
 
565 Gelpi Ave. 
NOLA 70121 
504.812.1155 
scott@five65.com 
five65.com 
 
 
 








From: Chris Noland
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:29:18 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I wanted to state to you my opinion on the acquisition of the Mickey Retif Sports 
Complex (Coconut Beach).  Being that I grew up in Lakeview I believe that a 
new pumping station for the 17th street canal is a huge priority.  However, there 
has to be some sort of compromise that can be met in order for that pumping 
station not to be placed on the existing Coconut beach.  Please realize that 
Coconut Beach is a huge staple of New Orleans.  I myself, have played volleyball 
there since I was 16 years old; I'm now 29 and I'm still playing.  There must be 
some alternative to taking up 100% of the property where Coconut Beach is 
located.  As I'm sure you're aware, there is a gigantic parking lot 100 feet from 
the property that is being used for absolutely nothing right now.  
 
 
 
Sir, all that I'm asking is that you explore all of your options before something 
very special to a lot of people in New Orleans is taken away. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Topher Noland 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
<http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009> 
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From: Connie Davis
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:05:19 PM


Please do whatever you can to save Coconut Beach for it is very important to my 
family and I.  New Orleans WILL NOT be the same without it! 
 
Thanks you, 
Connie Davis 
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From: Derek Zimmerman
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:29:06 AM


Dear Mr. Owen 
 
 
 
  My name is Derek Zimmerman. I have been playing volleyball at Coconut 
Beach since I was 16 years old. I am now 34. When I first played out their I 
didn't realize how this complex was going to change my life. I have always been 
a great athlete and played many sports growing up. The first two summers I 
played in only a few tournaments, but when I was 18 I became a full time player 
of leagues and tournaments. I started to excel at a fast pace and ventured out 
to other tournaments in the gulf coast. When I started to win many of the 
tournaments in the area I new that I wanted to pursue this to an even higher 
level. Bruce White and I talked about it and he thought the same thing. Coconut 
Beach at that point became a second home to me. Weather I was their training 
to be a better player or their as an employee, refereeing the leagues Tuesday 
through Friday. So instead of going out and just hanging with friends I was 
working and socializing with many people that I now call friends. Bottom line is 
that Coconut Beach saved me from being out on the streets and getting in 
trouble which I had done before. 
Through all of the years I have been out their I have met many people and 
many friends. I have also made some of my dreams come true. I played at the 
top level of volleyball for 10 years on the AVP, and played with and against some 
of the greatest players in the country.  
Coconut Beach is a way of life for many people in this city. It is their getaway 
every evening after a long day at work. It is what relaxes them and makes them 
forget about the worries of life. Mike Drury and Bruce White have made a 
wonderful place for people of all walks of life to come together and have fun. I 
would hate to see our beach taken away from us and the many people who may 
go their in the future. This is just one story of the thousands of people who walk 
out onto the sands of Coconut Beach. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Derek Zimmerman 
zimmerman.derek@gmail.com 
(504) 442-5808 
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From: Chip Catanese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Gibbmeister
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:45:26 PM


Gibbers, 
 
 
 
You can’t do this, you just can’t. There are other alternatives to what you are 
doing, take that 5 million from the PR company and do some outreach to the 
New Orleans community that was left in ruins on YOUR WATCH! 
 
 
 
Save Coconut Beach! 
 
 
 
CHiP 
 
 
 



mailto:c.catanese@armstrongssupply.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Christy E Heaton
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 25, 2009 8:14:29 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Christy Heaton 
 
 
 
 
 
Christy Heaton 
 
Assistant Director of Orientation and Campus Programs 
 
The University of New Orleans 
 
2000 Lakeshore Dr. 
 
New Orleans, LA   70148 
 
504-280-1206 
 
cheaton@uno.edu 
 
 
 
tree  Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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From: Barbara Danielle
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:32:46 PM


We love Mickey Retif Playground/ Coconut Beach. Don't take it away from us. 
There has to be a workable solution. We have already lost so much. Mike Drury 
donates his time and money to keep this park going. It is well run and provides 
entertainment and jobs for our local community. Listen to the voices of the 
citizens! 
John and Danielle Barbara 
801 Jewel St. 
NO, LA  70124 
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From: gm26677@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Try to save Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2009 11:14:40 AM


Hello Gib !! 
 
We all want to keep the city safe from storm surge. 
 
Please find a way to keep Coconut Beach open. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
George Matulik 
 
________________________________ 
 
An Excellent Credit Score is 750. See Yours in Just 2 Easy Steps! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222377034x1201454326/aol?redir=http://
www.freecreditreport.com/pm/default.aspx?sc=668072%26hmpgID=62%
26bcd=MayExcfooterNO62>  
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From: Richard T Marschner
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:21:40 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Richard Marschner and I am writing to implore you to not destroy 
one of the greatest assets in the city.  I moved to New Orleans from Louisville, 
KY about 16 months ago and have been playing at Coconut Beach for just over a 
year now.  With New Orleans having so much to offer it is no small statement 
when I say that it really is my favorite place in the entire city.  In a city and state 
that is consistently one of the unhealthiest in the nation it would be a shame to 
take away such a wonderful public recreation facility.  I play twice a week in 
leagues and on Sunday's with friends that I met through Coconut Beach.  On 
Sunday's there are consistently upwards of 60 people playing at any given time 
just for the enjoyment of being outdoors and with friends.  
 
I won't take too much of your time but will leave you with this.  I am also the 
diving coach at UNO and we ALWAYS use Coconut Beach when recruiting 
potential student athletes from all over the country and world.  We take the kids 
all around the city to the Quarter, Uptown, campus etc... but they consistently 
say that the night they spent playing beach volleyball at Coconut beach was one 
of their favorite things about the city and their visit.  To put it simply, Coconut 
Beach has been a major reason why kids from Arizona, Washington, California, 
Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, England, Holland, Iceland and numerous other states 
and countries have chosen to come to New Orleans for school and in the process 
they help to rebuild the city.  
 
I hope that when building the pumping station you use as little of Coconut Beach 
as possible and if need be will relocate Coconut Beach to another location.  
Thanks for your time and consideration. 
 
Richard Marschner 
Diving Coach 
Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving 
University of New Orleans 
2000 Lakeshore Drive 
New Orleans, LA 70148 
rmarschn@uno.edu 
504-343-3288 
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From: Ellinwood, Amber M
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:29:10 AM


To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
 
PLEASE consider reducing the impact you will have on Coconut Beach as much 
as possible.  This sand volleyball venue has become a family outing and a ‘relief’ 
for me after working for the government all day. I’m sure you know how that 
is!  :-)   Please don’t take that way from so many of us! 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration – and hopefully a wonderful decision! 
 
 
 
             
 
 Amber M. Ellinwood 
 
Configuration Analyst, Asc. 
 
      504.257.2300 
 
 
 
Amber.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov <mailto:Amber.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov> 
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From: Mary Sue McLaughlin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:27:23 PM


I am the mother of 2 twenty something children that have spent countless hours 
at Coconut enjoying good clean fun and companionship. I myself played their 
with our hospital team and had a tremendous time. These young adults are 
looking for this type of activity and everyone should support them.  
 
 
 
I also work for an engineering firm and understand the needs of the corps first 
hand but it is imperative that something be done to relocate or accommodate 
this great recreational site. 
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From: ashlee.monju@exxonmobil.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:45:47 AM


 
Mr. Gib, 
 
      I am writing in concern for COCONUT BEACH.  I have been going to 
Coconut Beach since 1997.  I have met alot of great friends and co-workers 
there.  This is not only a place where adults come to laugh, play and 
mingle; but FAMILIES also go there to have fun.  Coconut Beach also does 
fund-raisers for the community and puts money back into the city.  It also 
gives jobs to people especially college students. 
      My happiest time after Katrina was when I found out that Coconut 
Beach was opening up again.  That made me feel like I was home.  I remember 
the first night out there, it was like a breath of fresh air outside of the 
stress of post-Katrina.  Even though there was only 6 nets, I made sure 
that myself and my team were one of the first ones back.  We ended up 
winning best of net.  My 6 year old son absolutely loves it out there.  He 
was only 3 years old when Coconut Beach reopened.  When I took him out 
there for his first time, he took to the other children out there like they 
were his family.  After that and still to this day he always ask, "mom, can 
we go play volleyball tonight?"  To take that away from the children out 
there is what upsets me the most.  Not only are you trying to take away my 
second home; but, my child's play ground. 
      Myself along with hundreds of people are going to try to stop you. 
We will make sure that you understand how much we love this place.  How we 
will stand up for Coconut Beach.  Coconut Beach is a GREAT place.  It 
completes West End like the French Quarter completes New Orleans. You 
should come out to Coconut Beach.  Look for yourself.  This weekend there 
is a huge tournament.  There will be hundreds of people there from New 
Orleans and out of town.  Then the weekend of May 30; the annual 
fund-raiser for Childrens Hospital.  Look and see how much money Coconut 
Beach raises for that NON PROFIT HOSPITAL THAT HELPS CHILDREN.  I do not 
see any other sport place doing that. Do you??  See how it affects you and 
your soul.  YOU ARE DOING A GREAT INJUSTICE TO THE CITY AND THE 
PEOPLE BY 
TAKING THAT PLACE!!!  You have other options.  Take the parking lot.  I'll 
walk 4 blocks to go to Coconut Beach and so will everyone else.  As long 
has you leave Coconut Beach alone.  If not for the adults, do it for our 
children and future generations. 
 
Ashlee Lynn Monju 
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As Agent for Chalmette Refining, LLC 
TIMS–Central Files Coordinator  Building 04-- Room 2123 
Office (504)281-1649 
Fax (504)281-6234 
 
 
Ashlee.monju@exxonmobil.com 
 
 
 
 
 
' Do not ask the Lord to Guide your Footsteps if you are not willing to 
move your Feet' 








From: David Raffray
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:39:44 PM


 
 
Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Surely the fine Army Corps of Engineers can find a solution to building a new 
pump station at the 17th Street canal without closing one of the few beach 
volleyball complexes of its kind in the South, Coconut Beach.  Please encourage 
an alternative proposal to the taking over of the Coconut Beach complex. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
David Raffray 
 
Electrical & Instrumentation Engineering 
 
 
 
 
 
2450 Severn Ave., Suite 308 
 
Metairie, LA 70001 
 
Direct: 504.648.1732 
 
Fax: 504.362.6899 
 
Toll Free: 866.KEY.ENGR 
 
Email: draffray@keystoneengr.com 
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From: Rebecca Genter
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:29:42 PM


We all understand the importance of flood protection in New Orleans.  All we ask 
is that you make the best possible effort to find room for something else that 
makes New Orleans worth protecting. 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach is more than just recreation to the people who play volleyball and 
spend time there.  Coconut beach is its own subsection of the greater New 
Orleans community.  It brings together people from all walks of life, allowing us 
to connect and thrive in the town that the corps is working so hard to protect.  
 
 
 
We sincerely hope that your plans will be able to save room somewhere for the 
city’s outdoor recreation community, that resides at Coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
Rebecca Genter 
 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
 
Air Analysis Section 
 
Rebecca.Genter@LA.GOV 
 
Phone:  (504) 736-7737 
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From: george
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please find a way to keep Coconut Beach open
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2009 11:28:35 AM


Hello Gib ! 
 
We all want to keep the city safe from flooding. 
I am asking that you find a way to keep Coconut Beach open. 
 
 
Thank You, 
Sincerely, 
George Matulik 
Video Jones 
706 Phosphor Ave 
Metairie, LA 70005 
504.833.8485 
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From: John Bonvillian
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 4:19:09 PM


Please save coconut beach 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:29:19 AM


 
PLEASE KEEP COCONUT BEACH 
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From: STEPHANIE BIILIOT
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Gib Owen
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:40:44 AM


Please save Coconut beach! 
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From: Stephen Maloney
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:18:13 PM


I would like to get some information about the future of Coconut Beach and how 
it fits into the overall plans for West End. 
 
Please contact me at this e-mail address or at 293-9255 at your earliest 
convenience. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Stephen Maloney 
 
Staff Writer 
 
New Orleans CityBusiness 
 
Direct: 504-293-9255 
 
Fax 504-832-3550 
 
stephen.maloney@nopg.com 
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From: CLAASSEN@aol.com
To: wendyaadams@gmail.com; agreenbaum@ups.com; 
cc: kujomo@gmail.com; MVN Environmental; bethg@krebssurvey.com; 


kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; melanieroy1@gmail.com; cmpasos@cox.net; 
heather480b@yahoo.com; jralbano1@yahoo.com; EllenA@unitedwaynola.org; 
djjuanes1977@yahoo.com; manello@auduboninstitute.org; binlondon@hotmail.
com; Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; jbean@cfbean.com; 
mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; jude.boudreaux@gmail.com; 
fitzkaren@gmail.com; amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; egbrett@edg.net; 
kencazaubon@yahoo.com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; jcminyme@yahoo.com; 
schyzyk@yahoo.com; doncos@webtv.net; johnc@stewartla.com; dawn.
davis@noaa.gov; dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.Davis@maf.nasa.gov; 
adicks@lsuhsc.edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; cdusang@yahoo.com; 
Teamfreeland@cox.net; avfroelich@gmail.com; jfuentes70@gmail.com; 
jpfunk123@yahoo.com; mdfunk@hotmail.com; gg_gag@cox.net; EddyG9@cox.
net; phickm@gmail.com; Mark.Hogan@smtechnologies.com; 
danelleindovina@yahoo.com; katie.ives@gmail.com; tjackson@timespicayune.
com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net; jennrj73@yahoo.com; mjohns9@entergy.com; 
bjones@carrolltontech.com; jujones2000@yahoo.com; giovannicjuarez@yahoo.
com; karenmj76@hotmail.com; lovekkj11@hotmail.com; stephhjuarez@yahoo.
com; sjuarez8@cox.net; erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.kuhnell@gmail.com; 
qlandry@cox.net; valandry_1214@yahoo.com; armandoleduc@yahoo.com; 
steph_lee74@yahoo.com; Loriannlevy@aol.com; smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com; 
lmanganello@carrolltontech.com; gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; 
jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; 
jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; NNiklaus@test-us.com; 
kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; wayne@bridgehouse.org; 
bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.
org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.com; nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.
com; RPIRAGUSA@aol.com; readec@carrolltontech.com; kendramail@gmail.com; 
MelodyR@unitedwaynola.org; reidlc@arlaw.com; cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com; 
russout@netzero.com; sreiher@operationkids.org; Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.
us; originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.
edu; msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; 
ernesto@kgla.tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; amandafsmithson@gmail.com; 
ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.soroe@bellsouth.com; sidnola@yahoo.com; 
Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; 
TinaVega@cox.net; constance5171@yahoo.com; tcward@bellsouth.net; 
alyssaw@bb-cpa.com; Jeriland222@aol.com; leicachris@worldnet.att.net; 
m_winton@yahoo.com; Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; 
Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; FaschanA@cdm.com; gnevels@cox.net; 
adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.com; mla@abtinc.us; j.mike.
adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; joycebergman@hotmail.com; 
Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; 
joshbeezley@yahoo.com; BAKIKUCHI@aol.com; bfreese@vbar.com; 
bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.brown.
experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.com; 
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doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; FIRE3RD08@aol.com; 
george@videojones.com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; 
eric@redhive.com; godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; 
rfleischmann@cox.net; Cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; hjwii@hotmail.
com; simon.heather@yahoo.com; lynncj@gmail.com; vbjesus@gmail.com; 
harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.edu; kenneth.j.leveque@lmco.com; 
Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; jeffk@southerntheaters.net; 
kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; laraway@kw.com; lsison77@yahoo.
com; mickey70122@gmail.com; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; ryanneal25@hotmail.
com; saskia2222@hotmail.com; Nawlinsdweller@aol.com; petunia666@msn.com; 
PandDGath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.pitz@gmail.com; 
paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; rhettroberts@msn.com; 
rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; thevenot@audubon-engineering.
com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; vickiesemail@cox.net; 
gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; 
Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:39:33 PM
Attachments: coconut beach and canal.jpg 


Wendy et al, 
 
lots of other space-- are the apartments nearest to the beach redone? see map in file 
 
my concerns--------------------- 
 
Dear Army Corps Project Manager for 17th Street Canal Pumps, 
 
 
I have tried to understand the goals and projects that the Corps is doing to protect 
the city of New Orleans from levee breaks and save the destruction by flooding, which 
unfortunately has already occurred. 
 
As one of many citizens who have no confidence in the analysis and solutions in the 
Corps plans, I am also at a loss to understand the option to add pumps where a 
viable sand volleyball complex is thriving. 
 
Please sharpen your pencils, adjust your calculations and do not acquire ANY of the 
volleyball complex that Bruce White has worked so hard to bring back. 
 
Outstanding questions: 
 
Why did the quick fix pumps right by the bridge go in, in the first place? 
Quick, a knee jerk reaction to flooding when it was too late, (after the flood)  with the 
only value being to cover the very low risk chance of Katrina 2 striking the levees 
within the next three years? 
 
How is it that the pumping capacity is not additive so that the same pumps should 
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remain with parallel of series pumping additions to either add higher volume or higher 
lift, respectively? 
 
In the site plan, why are the locations closest to the present pumps not preferable to 
the sand volleyball complex? 
 
What citizen value of the sand volleyball complex is being used in the economic 
evaluation? 
 
Ben Claassen, 
 
Citizen of Mid City and volleyball player for 30 plus years 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
In a message dated 5/14/2009 7:52:00 A.M. Central Daylight Time, 
wendyaadams@gmail.com writes: 
 
        
        Dear Mr Owen, 
        
        My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut Beach volleyball 
community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during Katrina, and I 
would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex. 
        Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are volleyball 
fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity that will 
provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a great 
alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or socializing in a 
smokey bar room.  
        Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and soul of what 
New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started on net 18, 
the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my office, right 
after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being outside, and the 
wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and would hang around 
after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get enough of the outdoors 
and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft team and made the first of 
many good friends.  Over the years we have worked our way up to the advanced 
level nets, and improving our volleyball but more importantly developing the type of 
friendships that can only be likened to family. For years now, season after season, we 
see each other several nights a week for hours on end.  We spend holidays together, 
enjoy all the local festivals en masse, vacation together, and never miss birthdays.  
We are professionals and students, single and married, aged 18 thru to and past 60. 
Some of us are born and raised here, some came down for school or work and fell in 
love with the city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
        When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but those of us 
who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up and 
running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, reuniting 
with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, traveling each 







night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to Coconut brought a 
sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life was so surreal. 
        After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we were asked by 
the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why stay?"   The 
answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, the culture, the 
people...always the people. 
        Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships clearly has a 
fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is expectant and 
deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all believe the effort 
to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, but surely there 
must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
There are so many who would be devastated if we lost Coconut Beach.  It is not 
worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work and plan to ensure the 
survival and longevity of the region, if the very element we wish to preserve is 
destroyed in the process. 
        We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and Coconut Beach is 
a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we are rebuilding. We 
have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
        
        -Wendy Adams 
        
        
        On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 6:24 AM, <agreenbaum@ups.com> wrote: 
        
 
                Mr. Owen, 
                
                Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans and its 
neighboring cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the years 
since Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm forced the 
city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to rebuild, or forge on to 
'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was felt.  In reality, the loss 
each person felt following Katrina was really relative to their specific situation.  
Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the closure of a favorite restaurant, 
the house you grew up in, the home you lived in, or a loved one, we all felt a loss.  
The sad thing is that there is no way to tell the physical and emotional toll this has 
taken on the all of those affected by Katrina.  In addition to having to rebuild our lives 
and (in many cases) homes, we also had to manage those intangible losses.  In many 
ways, it is those intangible things that get us through the hard times.  However, it is 
those same intangible things that some people appear to be taking for granted. 
                
                Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To the 
outsider, it is just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of 
Coconut Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball 
complex.  However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball complex.  
For me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives for 20 plus 







years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our gym.  It is that 
one safe place where our children can run and play without worry.  It is where many 
met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  Whether that is an escape from 
work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 4 years, Coconut Beach is, and has 
been, that place for thousands of people for a long time.  If asked, many would tell 
you they were there to rebuild Coconut before their home.  However, if there is any 
question as to what Coconut means to its legions of supporters, I invite you to visit 
the bar and peruse the years and years of pictures on display.  In effect, you are 
walking into a lot of homes and telling them to find a new place to live. 
                
                Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I do not 
think we can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to what 
was once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever again see 
the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we are receiving 
greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only boosts the city's 
image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more sponsored tournaments, which 
will bring people into the city to play, watch, and support.  Again, it may be easy to 
dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, but for us it is clearly a growing entity 
benefitting its city. 
                
                As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, phone calls, 
& news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go away.  On a 
personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given night of the 
week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just welcomed a son 
into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to share the love of the 
sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what was, will be another in a 
long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I implore you to engineer another 
solution that will allow Coconut to continue to thrive. 
                
                Regards, 
                
                Adam Greenbaum 
                Business Manager, UPS 
                
                <mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
                
                ________________________________ 
                From: Wendy Adams [wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
                Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:27 PM 
                To: kujomo 
                Cc: Melanie Roy; Carlos Pasos; Heather Albano; John Albano; Ellen 
Altamirano; Juan Altamirano; Meredith Anello; B; Susie b; Grace Bank; Janet Bean; 
Marissa Billings; Erin Alexander Bolles; Jude Boudreaux; Karen (Fitzgerald) 
Boudreaux; Amy Boyle; Elliott Brett; Ken Cazuban; Maria Cea; Jeanne Charlebois; 
Steven Chyzyk; Donald Costello; John Costello; Dawn Davis; Dorette Davis; Kevin C 
Davis; Amy Dickson; DMendez; chris dusang; Michael F. Freeland; Allison Froelich; 
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Jorge Fuentes; Jeff Funk; Melissa Funk; Gina Gaglianno; Greenbaum Adam (nol1atg); 
Eddy J. Gutierrez; Peter Hickman; Mark Hogan; Danelle Indovina; Katie Ives; Ted 
Jackson; estell johnson; Jennifer Johnson; Mark Johnson; Brian Jones; Julie Jones; 
Giovanni Juarez; karen juarez; Karina Juarez; Stephanie Juarez; Sandy Juarez-
Johnson; Erin Kenly; Allen Kuhnell; Quinn Landry; Vicky Landry Landry; Armando 
Leduc; STEPHANIE LEE; Lori Levy; Steve Majors; Leigh Manganello; Geneva Marney; 
Julie Marsh; J & MB Green; Andrea McNeil; J Mitchell; anna alford nelson; Nick 
Niklaus; Kris Norenberg; Dennis O'Hara; Wayne Olivio; Bora Ozkan; Holly Palermo; 
Kristie Palermo; Stu Palermo; Emily Palit; Tapash Palit; Nancy Price; Carolyn 
Przybylski; Dominick Ragusa; Christopher Reade; Kendra Reade; Melody Reed; Lee 
Reid; Cheryl Reinhard; Russell Richards; Steve Reiher; Kathy Riedlinger; Julie and 
Larry Robinson; Roy; DiLenny Rocca-Dominguez; Monica Sánchez; Gregory F 
Schieleit; Ernesto Schweikert; Jose Servin; Amanda Smithson; Ian Smithson; Thomas 
Soroe; Sidney Steabman; Jon Stoddard; Jeffrey Teague; TimRyan_NOVAC; 
TinaVega@cox.net; connie ward; Tom & Claire Ward; Alyssa Wenck; Jeri Wheeler; 
Christopher Williams; Mark Winton; Amber Ellinwood; April Villa; Darin Acosta; 
Faschan, Adam; Jenn and Garland Nevels; Kristen Adams; LACone@aol.com; Mary 
Lou Adams; Mike Adams; Rebecca; Bergman, Joyce; Bordes, Jeremy F; Marjorie 
Bilinski; Beezley, Josh; Brenda Kikuchi; Brian Freese; Bridget Falcon; chris@reine.biz; 
doug brown; carl doescher; Carol Nahrwold; Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; Chin, 
Kenny K; David Shackelford; doug; Durio, Blaise; Greg Davis; E-mail, George Matulik; 
E-mail, Jamie Muscarello; Elliott Brett; eric; Eric vb Porter; Tim Thomas (E-mail); 
Robert Fleischmann; Craig G; Michael Henry; harold sand ninja, harold sand ninja; 
Heather Simon; Lynn Hamilton; Peter Hickman; harrisdavid59@msn.com; Klein, 
Jennifer M.; Leveque, Kenneth J; Jenna Wenna; jason ortis; Jeff Klein; Kenny 
Leveque; Ken Lopez; laraway@kw.com; Linda Sison; Mickey; monicadbell@bellsouth.
net; Ryan Neal; sand Ninja, ben; sand ninja, saskia; sand ninja, Steve volleyball; 
Stephanie Plescia; panddgath@aol.com; Richard Prator; Shawn Pitz; Espinoza, Pedro; 
Roberts, Rhett; Roberts, Rhett; Randy Tabor; Rhonda Zimmer; Toby Thevenot; Toby 
Thevenot; Mays, Amber; Vickie Lory; Gail Vball; Bruce White 
                
                Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
                
                
                Does anybody know Frank Davis?!?!  It would be great to get him out 
there to do a story Thursday or Friday night. 
                
                
                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:18 PM, kujomo <kujomo@gmail.com<mailto:
kujomo@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                Likewise. I am also working contacts on facebook and myspace. 
                
                Joe 
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                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:16 PM, Melanie Roy <melanieroy1@gmail.
com<mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                I emailed mine a minute ago and I hope all you guys make sure we are 
heard!!!  Mel 
                
                
                
                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 1:55 PM, Carlos Pasos <cmpasos@cox.
net<mailto:cmpasos@cox.net>> wrote: 
                I apologize if some of you get this message more than once, but it's just 
that important. feel free to cut and paste 
                Thanks 
                
                Carlos Pasos 
                Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                
                www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> <http://www.
carlospasos.com/> 
                504.710.8990 
                carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                
 
                Dear Mr Owen 
                I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut 
Beach means to me and the community. 
                18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach became a 
place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my friends have met and 
formed their Families and where now all of our children play together. Coconut Beach 
closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in our community and where families 
can trust their kids will be in a safe environment. Through out many years Coconut 
Beach has is an outlet where people can stay fit and develop good habits, where 
people develop relationships, where we all can feel good about ourselves and our 
community. 
                After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life 
long members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut Beach 
did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that number just 
like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing short of Katrina 
magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it would live a whole where 
normalcy and sense of community and belonging once was. 
                Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more than 
Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we don't 
care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances of the 
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failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help don't help 
this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a positive in our 
lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
                Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
                Thanks 
                The Pasos Family 
                
                
                Carlos Pasos 
                Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                
                www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> <http://www.
carlospasos.com/> 
                504.710.8990 
                carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                
                830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
                
                
                
                On May 13, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Wendy Adams wrote: 
                
                This is an effort to bombard the USACE with emails TODAY. 
                
                The May 2009 plans for the Pumping station at the 17th Street Canal have 
been released and Coconut Beach will definitely be impacted.  Coconut Beach may 
soon be closed for good if we don't act in unison now.  We all believe flood protection 
is the first priority for the city but there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new 
pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
                
                We have learned that the support Coconut Beach received from the over 
two hundred volleyball players who attended the meeting at St Paul's last spring went 
over very well.  Our efforts were successful, as the ACE and the city had no idea we 
were here in such a large capacity.  Please take a break at lunchtime or a quick 
moment in your day to send Gib Owen of the ACE an email about what Coconut 
Beach means to you. 
                
                The May ACE report indicates that II Tony's Restaurant has some 2,300 
emails regarding public support, and Coconut Beach has only 4.  We hope to blow 
them away by the end of the day.  Please help make it happen. 
                
                Please also forward your emails to friends, family, and anyone who could 
possibly help with our cause. 
                
                Thank you, 
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                Wendy 
                
                
                Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                
                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                
 
 
                Bruce has also announced that the local television news stations will be 
out at Coconut tonight around 7pm. 
                Please come out to show your support if you can. 
                
                
                
                Attached is additional information that you will need to contact Gib Owen. 
                
                I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project manager for 
the 
                pumping station at the 17th canal for the Corp of Engineers 
                
                The land that Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a 
                Permanent Acquisition Zone. 
                
                Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach would be used 
in the 
                New Pumping Station. 
                
                Gib Owen has told us that the Corps know the value of the Mickey Retif 
                Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and friends of the 
                Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone number and 
                please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
                
                Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                
                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                
 
                Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available at the 
                
                http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
<http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> Web site or, in a  hard copy format, by 
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                contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 504-862-1337 
or 
                
                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil>. 
                
 
                Please click on the links below to gain access to documents now available 
                for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and projects. 
                
                
                
                ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
                
 
                -The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment (EA) # 474 
and 
                Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out for public 
                review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 16 May 
                2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
                
                Thanks for your support. 
                
                HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
                
                WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
                
                Bruce 
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://travel.aol.
com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 
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From: Michelle
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:15:26 PM


Save Coconut beach! It means so much to alot of prople you can't just take it 
away!! This place has been around since before i was born and i pretty much 
grew up there. If you take it away it will be the worst mistake! 
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From: Anne Summerour
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:31:41 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I am writing to tell you how important coconut beach is to many members of our 
community. Surely there is a lot of other space you can use to build your 
“pumping station”. The old Joe’s Crab shack and many of the other restaurants 
in the area have never returned and are probably planning on not coming back. 
Why not see if you can buy their land from them and use their properties? 
 
I sincerely hope you reconsider your decision to build upon coconut beach. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Anne 
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From: Heather Lorriane Miller
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:06:35 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to ask you to please leave as much of Coconut Beach as possible. I 
understand the importance of the pumping station, but we love the beach. We 
enjoy getting together and have a great time playing volly ball. The storm took 
so much away from us already, please don't take this too! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Heather Miller 
 
404.538.3247 
hlmiller@uno.edu 
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From: Schexnaildre, Angie
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:26:55 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I hope you consider keeping Coconut Beach.  I have been playing there since it 
opened, when it was only 6 courts.  It is a place that holds wonderful memories, 
not only for me but also many of my friends and family.  Coconut Beach is place 
that many of us go to not only play volleyball, but to socialize with many old and 
new friends.  It is also a place that my children thoroughly enjoy.  Where else in 
New Orleans can you go to build sand castles while your mom or dad plays 
volleyball?  It is also wonderful to see the children that go to school with my 
daughter out there playing.  Remember most of these teenagers have no where 
to hang out and stay out of trouble. 
 
 
 
I fully understand the need for a permanent pumping station.  Although I do not 
reside in New Orleans, I live in Jefferson Parish, I was also flooded when 
Hurricane Katrina hit.  I truly hope that no southern Louisiana resident ever has 
to endure that tragedy again in our lifetime. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I truly hope you decide to keep Coconut 
Beach. 
 
 
 
Angie Schexnaildre 
 
Kristin Schexnaildre 
 
 
 
NOTICE - This communication may contain confidential and privileged 
information that is for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any viewing, 
copying or distribution of, or reliance on this message by unintended recipients is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us 
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. 
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From: katie boudreaux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please don"t take our beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:11:46 PM


Mr. Owens, 
 
Without Coconut I don't know what I would do. It is so much fun to play there. 
Everyone is awesome and it makes me so happy that I found a place where I 
can just play some competitive volleyball. I love it there with all my heart and 
would do anything to keep it there. An ugly pumping station would just ruin such 
a beautiful part of this city. Please find a way to keep out beach. 
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From: deverett4563@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: coconutbeach@jovada.com; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:29:45 AM


To whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Doug Everett and I am a resident of Meridian, MS.  I have been 
coming to Coconut Beach for over 8 years.  It has meant a lot to me and my 
family and I have built some great friendships there.  There is also dozens of my 
friends from Mississippi who travel to Coconut's for tournaments several times a 
summer.  Going to play volleyball also gives us a weekend to spend in the 
French Quarter several times a year.  This complex is one of the few places in 
the southeast that we can go to play large tournaments and spend the weekend 
pumping tourism dollars into a great city.  
I hope you will reconsider any plans you have to change this great facility.  It 
has truly become a staple to volleyball in the Southeast. 
 
Thanks 
 
Doug Everett 
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From: David Vicknair
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Preserve Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2009 12:58:20 PM


Hello- 
 
I am writing because I heard about the plans to use Coconut Beach for a 
pumping station staging area. I, and thousands others, write to request that y'all 
use an alternate sit. Coconut Beach is a special place to thousands that use it for 
volleyball leagues and times to exercise and spend time with friends. It is far too 
valuable to the New Orleans community to be destroyed. 
 
While we are all aware of the importance of an adequate flood protection 
system, there must be another site possible instead of replacing Coconut Beach. 
 
Thanks- 
 
David Vicknair 
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From: Kelly Fridge
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: lost traditions
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:21:34 AM


Mr Owens- 
 
 
Culture. Tradition. Keepsakes. Progress. Protection. 
 
These words seem unrelated to each other, yet, in post Katrina New Orleans 
they have a significant connection. In a city that is unique to America and 
somehow cosmopolitan by comparison, we have lost many of our icons that we 
identify with, both as children and grown ups. The many companies that 
flourished in our heyday are gone. The K&B, Schwegmann, Maison Blanche, DH 
Holmes, Labiche’s, Godchaux’s, and countless others have been victims of 
progress at the expense of our culture. Pontchartrain Beach and NORD. 
Traditions since our grandparents’ day, when New Orleans was the queen city of 
the south. The Beach is gone and NORD is hurting. What really is hurting is our 
entire recreational arena. City Park softball, as well as softball throughout the 
city is almost non-existent. Countless swimming pools-gone.  NORD playgrounds 
in shambles, with no plan in sight. Where do we go for recreation? What do we 
tell our children? In the almost 4 years since the floods wiped New Orleans from 
the map, we have lost precious recreational tradition that even if repaired, 
cannot be re-cooped for the lost time. For a 14 year old in 2005 the loss of 
places to go to play has now in 2009 become a lost tradition for that 18 year old. 
They can never get back that time lost. 
 
Now we look at Coconut Beach. Devastated by flooding, it is one of the few 
venues that came back and came back strong after the storm. With the support 
of a director and many players, this tradition has roared back as fiercely as 
Katrina roared to shore. A shining example of what can be done with motivation 
and cooperation. Now in the shadows of the big pumps that will save our city in 
the future, Coconut Beach provides much needed recreation time for a city that 
desperately needs it. We understand the city must be protected and if the land 
the Beach now occupies must be sacrificed for the greater good, than why can’t 
an alternative site be offered for relocation? The amount of money spent on the 
re-building would dwarf the amount needed to move this beach. 
 
Please look at all alternatives. This is not just a patch of sand. It is tradition and 
culture. It is serving a very useful purpose and we cannot let it be gone with the 
wind.  
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Kelly Fridge 
 
 








From: Joyce Bridges
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:05:23 PM


Please save coconut beach!      
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From: topofrilot@charter.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:04:03 PM


Mr. Owen even as a former resident of New Orleans I still oppose the idea of 
using any portion of the exiting site for a new pumping station. This is the only 
public park in the state of Louisiana that benefits All of the community, not just 
the volleyball players. Please take the time to realize the full benefits of that 
complex/public park. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
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From: Stephanie McGary
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: 17TH Canal Street Pumping Station
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2009 2:38:06 PM


                
                
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Stephanie F. McGary 
Dillard University Alum 
Political Science 
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From: Tuyl Fletchinger
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 5:38:03 PM


Hi Mr Owen: 
 
 
 
I am writing in regard to Coconut Beach.  It is my understanding that there will 
be a pumping station to replace Coconut Beach.  Admittedly, I do not 
understand all the details and plans.  I do understand that Coconut beach is a 
landmark for Lakeview and Lake Vista citizens.  It has been around since before 
my time, and I could bore you with hours and hours worth of memories there.  I 
won’t waste your time, but I would like to urge you to avoid full out replacement 
of Coconut Beach.  I would insist on relocation if there are no other options for 
this pumping station.  
 
 
 
I understand that flood preparation is top priority, but the tax-paying citizens 
should be damn well considered in the Corp’s reconstruction of the city.  I am a 
New Orleanian, born and raised in Lake Vista.  I moved from New Orleans last 
year because I was tired of dealing with bureaucracy, government, and officials 
that disregard the well-being of citizens.  I am returning to New Orleans in 
August because I’ve seen in Colorado that things don’t have to work that way.  
 
 
 
I think it would be ridiculous to rip away something that brings New Orleanians 
together, especially in such a healthy way.  Coconut beach keeps people healthy, 
active, and having fun.  It’s vital to maintain those types of resources in today’s 
New Orleans where people are still grieving Katrina losses, fighting insurance 
companies, and coping in any way they know how.  It’s one of the best outdoor 
venues in the city, and it’s familiar in a city where familiarity has become rare 
and home can be unrecognizable.  I think it’s downright wrong, bordering on 
immoral, to take that away from New Orleans. 
 
 
 
Tuyl Fletchinger 
 
Engineer Technician 
 
Petroflow Energy 
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1401 17th Street, Suite 310 
 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
work (303) 296-7070 
 
cell  (504) 427-2699 
 
 
 
 
 








From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:30:52 AM


 
Please keep coconut beach it helps out so many charities 
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From: zana smith
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:29:25 PM


 
save: coconut beach!!!!!! 
-- 
~MZ.ZANA ROUSSELL MERRICK~ 
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From: Brian Schoolmeyer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:17:11 AM


Hello Mr. Owens, 
 
 
 
Please take as little of Coconut Beach as you need. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Brian Schoolmeyer 
 
Creole Technologies Inc. 
http://www.creoletechnologies.com <http://www.creoletechnologies.com> 
 
504-831-5094 
 
 
 
 
 
email_signature_brian 
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From: rachael oden
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach!!!!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:04:12 PM


This is the largest lit beach volley ball complex in the US it cannot be 
demolished!!!! It s a symbol of the city with its perseverance. Coconut has 
rebuilt and contributed to New Orleans too many times to just  be swept away! 
Please do not destroy our complex that we have all supported for so many 
years!      
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From: JSPremierCheer@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 3:00:09 PM


Hello Mr. Owen, 
   Please reconsider your plans for he property that is Coconut Beach.  This 
sports complex is much much more than a place to hang out for burgers & 
beer.  It is a place where New Orleans locals enjoy clean fun, physical fitness, 
and business networking for both the young and old alike.  It is impossible to 
continue to attract young professional people to our community if their is only 
bars & restaurants for social networking.  Some people want to mingle in a place 
that is actually in an outdoor environment that does not involve alcohol & rich 
foods.  I firmly believe that we will lose a part of our young professionals who 
choose to help rebuild New Orleans if this outdoor sports complex is taken 
away.  When you are an athlete and you enjoy outdoors, that is as important to 
your attitude/mental health as a good job. 
     In addition, Coconut beach gives our underage youth a healthy alternative as 
a place to hang out rather than drinking & drugging.  Statistics show that those 
that are physically active throughout their teens & twenties are less likely to fall 
into poor lifestyle habits. 
     We've have already lost all the other great family experiences that were 
available in that area.  Please don't take this one away too.  If you do, why 
should young athletic professionals stay in New Orleans? 
 
Kind Regards, 
Jeannine Sentilles 
President 
Mardi Gras Spirit Events 
709 Melody Drive 
Metairie, La. 70002 
ph: 504-828-2946 xt 22 
cell: 504-723-5700 
fx: 504-828-5778 
www.MardiGrasSpiritEvents.com <http://www.mardigrasspiritevents.com/> 
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From: Chad Larkins
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Fw: Corps of Engineers taking over Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2009 12:15:18 PM


 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
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From: david cardenez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: keep coconut beach open
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 5:36:54 PM


My name is David Cardenez and the past four years of my life have been blessed 
by Coconut  Beach and the people I have met there. Please keep coconut beach 
open! The place means a lot to me and to countless others. It is our recreational 
center. It is the place where we get together on the weekends to have fun. We 
love coconut beach, and if yall take it away from us yall are taking away a piece 
of our lives. New Orleans will not be the same without coconut beach. Please 
keep coconut beach open! Thanks! 
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From: jamieho82@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:33:26 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Jamie Ho and I'm from Houston and I am writing you about the 
conservation of Coconut Beach. 
 
My little sister plays at Coconut Beach and there aren't any words that can 
describe how much it means to us to watch her play. Every phone call and visit it 
is poinantly clear how much she appreciates a venue that allows her and others 
like her to just go out and enjoy the game. It's places like Coconut Beach that 
sets New Orleans from the faceless metropolitan of Houston. It defines the 
importance New Orleans gives to the people who call it home. Please don't 
destroy the only outdoor place people can play volleyball. 
 
Thank you for your time and please do the right thing. Keep personality in New 
Orleans. Keep it one of the last major cities that keep to their humble roots that 
make it so significant and timeless. 
 
Jamie Ho 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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From: Jeanne Lewis
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:26:55 PM


This was where I honed my beach volleyball skills and I have so many wonderful 
memories there. Please don’t take it away. I love hitting the courts whenever I 
go home 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:53:37 AM


 
please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: Emily Claassen
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please don"t take away Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:26:14 PM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
As you can probably tell from my e-mail address, I am a tall woman. There are 
two sports in which tall women excel: basketball and volleyball. 
 
When I was young my father would take me to Audubon Park to play and we 
were so excited when Coconut Beach opened a few years later. He never taught 
me how to play basketball, so I was always an avid volleyball player, and though 
I have never played volleyball professionally, I have always enjoyed the 
commaradarie and spirit of playing at Coconut Beach. 
 
My father and I have now been on a team together for many years, and he is 
one of the oldest players out there on Wednesday nights. I have met so many 
friends at Coconut Beach over the years and have sometimes played volleyball 
there until midnight. It's a whole lot of fun and I can't imagine not having 
Coconut Beach to share with my friends and family. With so many businesses 
now gone from the West End area due to Katrina, I would hate to see another 
business lost, especially one that has been so successful. I sincerely hope that 
you take my e-mail into consideration and keep Coconut Beach in business at its 
current location. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Emily Claassen 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:36:03 AM


 
coconut beach is a place where so many people go to have a good time and 
relax don&#39;t tear it down! 
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From: Hess, Toni L
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:54:17 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the Corps may take over the property that currently occupies 
Coconut Beach.  I ask that you do everything that you can to save Coconut 
Beach from losing its property. 
 
There are not many venues in this city that accommodate teens through adults 
and also hosts many fundraisers for schools, charitable organizations, etc.  
 
I believe it would be a huge loss. 
 
Toni Hess 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:04:12 AM


 
Please don&#39;t destroy COCONUT BEACH it means so much to so many 
people PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
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From: Cindy Buse
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:00:59 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I am writing this e-mail as another person that is not at all happy with the 
possibility of the Corps acquiring the property now occupied by Coconut Beach.  
My hat is off to Mr. Bruce White to be one of the first businesses (if not the first 
business) to open in the West End area.  His diligence and perseverance says a 
lot about the people of this great city of New Orleans.  His business is a very 
lucrative one and the City of New Orleans would be better in the long run if it 
were left alone. 
 
 
 
Maybe you could do something similar to the pump installations in Jefferson 
Parish and the City of Kenner that were completed without any land seizure.  
Your consideration of another option for the pumps would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Cindy Buse 
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From: derek nelson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 29, 2009 10:39:58 AM


Mr. Owen, I have heard of the plans for making Coconut Beach into a pumping 
station. I believe this is very unfair. I grew up in this complex and would die if it 
were torn down. I play volleyball 4 nights a week. This complex is a vital part in 
my life. I understand the importance of keeping New Orleans safe from flooding, 
but to take this complex is a mistake. Please consider how many people we have 
playing out there and supporting Coconut Beach. 
 
Thanks for your time 
 
Derek Nelson 
225-614-3513 
 



mailto:derock5244@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:53:00 AM


 
please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: Suzanne Decorte
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:23:29 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
Hi.  I am a resident of the New Orleans area and have been playing out at 
Coconut beach since 1997.  This has been a very positive way to be involved in 
the community.  It provides socialization as well as physical exercise.  I have 
made some of my now closest friends out there.  My husband and I met out 
there and we now play together on a team.  We play every Spring, Summer, and 
Fall league.  We were so thrilled when it came back after Katrina.   It was 
devastating to hear that it may be gone again. 
 
I very much want our city to be safe from flooding.  I am hoping that we can 
have both. Please, know that the park's loss would be tragic to those of us who 
enjoy it so.  If there is anyway to provide flood protection and maintain the 
volleyball courts, we would be most grateful.  I am confident that you and your 
team can create an amenable solution.  
 
Sincerely, 
Suzie DeCorte 
5117 Janice Ave 
Kenner, La 70065 
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From: Dawn G. Wedge
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:36:14 AM


We need Coconut Beach to stay!!!!! 
 
Thanks. 
Dawn 



mailto:dawn.wedge@ezkovichlaw.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Mike Farrell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE THE BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:53:20 PM


Please reconsider taking over Coconut Beach’s land. 
 
 
 
Mike Farrell 
 
Inventory Supervisor 
 
CheckPoint Process Pumps & Systems 
 
21356 Marion Lane 
 
Mandeville, LA 70471 
 
+1 985 246 3079 tel 
 
+1 888 217 6402 fax 
 
+1 504 912 0318 mobile 
 
www.checkpointpumps.com 
 
 
 
 
 
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the 
individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not 
disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately 
by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from 
your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-
free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late 
or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability 
for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a 
result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a hard-
copy version. 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 7:02:45 AM


 
Please keep coconut beach the way it is please work on alternative means for a 
pump station 
 
 
      



mailto:ryan81481@yahoo.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Monday, June 01, 2009 9:31:34 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take Coconut Beach 
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From: South Art
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:00:21 PM


This complex is an important part of this city and brings in local revenue that we 
ALL need!!!!!! 
 
 
Rachael Oden 
South Art & Design, LLC 
(504)737-7144 
9029 Jefferson Hwy. Suite B 
River Ridge, LA 70123 
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From: Trinity Noble
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:46:05 AM


I have played ball at Coconut since 1999 when I was just out of high school.  
Now, my husband brings my son out there and he enjoys it as much as I do.  
Hopefully in another 10 years he will be playing ball with me.  Volleyball has 
been so important to me, it's THE only thing that keeps me active because it's 
not a chore for me to do.  It keeps me in shape and I love it.  Also, the Coconut 
Beach community is just great.  Everyone out there is so friendly, it's just a great 
place and a New Orleans staple. 
 
Please leave Coconut Beach alone.  Lots of people enjoy it and spend many 
weekends and nights there.  
 
If the rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina isn't a testament to how important this 
sand volleyball complex is, I don't know what is.  Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars were donated and raised to bring this complex back up and to me that 
shows a huge devotion and trust that this complex is a backbone of Lakeview.  If 
people didn't love Coconut Beach they wouldn't have spent their money or time 
on cleanup and re-building.  All of the courts are used every week and to lose 
some of that would be a tremendous loss. 
 
Thank you, 
Trinity Noble 
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From: rachael oden
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:58:23 PM


There has to be a way that we can co-exist. Thank You!  
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From: dmlovas@uno.edu
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:51:02 PM


Please save coconut beach. I play once a week out there and really enjoy it. I 
find playing volleyball a great stress relief and is great exercise. I would 
appreciate if you would reconsider taking over the area. 
                    Thank You 
Sent from my BlackBerry Smartphone provided by Alltel 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Monday, June 01, 2009 9:30:30 AM


 
Please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: Katie Kramer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 2:15:10 PM


 
Mr. Gib Owens 
I am emailing you pleading that you not  take coconut beach away from us. 
Since moving home from college a year ago, coconut beach has been a place 
where I can play a sport I love. I've met my best friends, my boyfriend, and so 
many others who have touched my life and made the transition from college to 
home way less traumatic.  It's a unique part of New Orleans that we can't 
imagine living without. There has to be another way to protect our city that 
doesn't involve taking away a vital part of so many of our lives.  If you don't 
understand how important this beach is, come out this Saturday and watch us 
host a national tournament. That might help a little. 
Katie Kramer         
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:52:52 AM


 
please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: cristenconwell@charter.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:36:29 AM


To whom it may concern, 
 
I was saddened last night to hear that Coconut Beach may be destroyed to make 
a pumping station.  I plan to send another email soon describing how much the 
complex means to me.  In the meantime, I urge you to speak with Bruce White.  
He is willing to sacrifice some of his courts and do whatever it takes to keep 
Coconut Beach open.  I hope that you will be flexible as well.  This is the only 
sand volleyball complex in the city of New Orleans - Please let us have a place to 
play! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Cristen Conwell 
985-640-7174 
cristenconwell@charter.net 
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From: agreenbaum@ups.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:38:24 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans and its neighboring 
cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the years since 
Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm forced the 
city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to rebuild, or forge 
on 'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was felt.  In reality, the 
loss each person felt following Katrina was really relative to their specific 
situation.  Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the closure of a 
favorite restaurant, the house you grew up in, the home you lived in, or a loved 
one, we all felt a loss.  The sad thing is that there is no way to tell the physical 
and emotional toll this has taken on the all of those affected by Katrina.  In 
addition to having to rebuild our lives and (in many cases) homes, we also had 
to manage those intangible losses.  In many ways, it is those intangible things 
that get us through the hard times.  However, it is those same intangible things 
that some people appear to be taking for granted. 
 
Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To the outsider, it is 
just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of Coconut 
Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball complex.  
However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball complex.  For 
me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives for 20 plus 
years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our gym.  It is 
that one safe place where our children can run and play without worry.  It is 
where many met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  Whether that 
is an escape from work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 4 years, 
Coconut Beach is, and has been, that place for thousands of people for a long 
time.  If asked, many would tell you they were there to rebuild Coconut before 
their home.  However, if there is any question as to what Coconut means to its 
legions of supporters, I invite you to visit the bar and peruse the years and years 
of pictures on display.  In effect, you are walking into a lot of homes and telling 
them to find a new place to live. 
 
Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I do not think we 
can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to what was 
once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever again see 
the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we are 
receiving greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only boosts 
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the city's image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more sponsored 
tournaments, which will bring people into the city to play, watch, and support.  
Again, it may be easy to dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, but for us 
it is clearly a growing entity benefitting its city. 
 
As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, phone calls, & 
news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go away.  On a 
personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given night of 
the week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just 
welcomed a son into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to 
share the love of the sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what 
was, will be another in a long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I 
implore you to engineer another solution that will allow Coconut to continue to 
thrive. 
 
Regards, 
 
Adam Greenbaum 
Business Manager, UPS 








From: Erin Shaw
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:48:43 PM


Save Coconut Beach! It is a very vital asset to the city of New Orleans. 
 
 
 
Erin M. Shaw 
 
Marketing & Human Resources 
 
F. H. Myers Construction Corp. 
 
Phone: 504-734-1073 
 
Fax: 504-734-1099 
 
www.fhmyers.com 
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From: Nahrwold, Carol 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach - Compromise
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:48:07 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I’m writing to you to please consider the alternatives to commandeering Coconut 
Beach for the pumping station and revisit the options where both entities can co-
exist in the West End area.  I understand the need and am supportive of keeping 
the city dry especially during hurricanes, but I hope you also understand the 
magnitude of Coconut Beach to the New Orleans community, the state of 
Louisiana and even the country. 
 
 
 
After Hurricane Katrina, Bruce and Mike led the efforts and many of us banded 
together to bring a source of normalcy in a forever changed landscape by 
bringing back Coconut Beach.  Post Katrina, especially within the year after, the 
existence of Coconut Beach was not only a source of social networking and 
exercise for many people, but it was a way to escape the stress associated with 
rebuilding our lives and go back to a time and place that we all knew and loved, 
even if it was just for an hour or two a week.  It is also a place for EVERYONE, 
regardless of your athleticism, you’ll fit in somewhere, and you’ll be welcomed. 
 
 
 
And now, Coconut Beach is not only a place for New Orleanians, but it has 
claimed it’s space on the state and national map as well.  Many people from 
around the Gulf State region come to the city each weekend, and this not only 
stimulates Coconut Beach but also the local economy as a whole.  Coconut 
Beach has always given back to the community in support of various charity 
events such as the annual fund raiser for Children’s Hospital.  And recently, 
given that Coconut Beach has gained national recognition by hosting successful 
national tournaments, which again, not only stimulates the local economy 
through travel and tourism but also shows the rest of the country that New 
Orleans is recovering. 
 
 
 
Again – I absolutely support and understand the need for the pumping station, 
but we have got to work together to come up with a solution that will protect 
the community without sacrificing the very fiber that it’s designed to protect. 
 
 



mailto:cnahr90@entergy.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





 
Healthy Regards, 
 
Carol Nahrwold 
 
HealthFitness Contract Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
Entergy Corporation 
 
639 Loyola 
 
L-ENT-14E 
 
New Orleans, LA  70113 
 
 
 
Phone:  504.576.4499 
 
Fax:  504.576.4658 
 
Email:  <mailto:cnahr90@entergy.com> cnahr90@entergy.com 
 
 
 
Professionally managed by HealthFitness www.hfit.com 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:52:27 AM


 
please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: Kathy Chavanell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save the beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:38:46 AM


As a born and raised New Orleanian – we have been thru enough.  As a former 
Lakeview resident, we have been thru enough.  It breaks my heart every time I 
go to the Point as well as West End Park, where countless Sunday’s were spent 
dining, drinking and visiting with friends and family and it is flat and bleak. No 
restaurants, no Jaeger’s for Sunday gathering, just flat, dead, and bleak. 
 
 
 
I hate the look of the pumping station off Hammond Hwy by II Tony’s – please 
preserve what is left and leave the beach alone.  Do you ever go out and watch 
the games, it’s great, one of the only areas out there that shows life. . .. 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Chavanell 
 
Manager, Sales 
 
Omni Royal Orleans/Omni Royal Crescent 
 
New Orleans, LA 
 
omnihotels.com <http://www.omnihotels.com/> 
 
Member of the Global Hotel Alliance <http://www.globalhotelalliance.com/> 
 
P:  504-529-7017 
 
F:  504-529-7016 
 
  <http://omniselectguest.com/> 
 
 <http://omniselectguest.com/> 
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From: Owen, Gib A MVN
To: Wilkinson, Laura L MVN; 
Subject: Fw: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:14:26 AM


Laura Lee 
IER 5 comment 
 
Gib 
Gib Owen 
USACE 
Chief, Ecological and Restoration Section 
New Orleans 
 
________________________________ 
 
From: Chris Pizzuto 
To: Owen, Gib A MVN 
Sent: Wed May 13 08:55:22 2009 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach 
 
 
So, if you guys take away coconut beach, are you going to replace it?  Would 
you re-establish this N'awlins icon somewhere else or would you just shovel it 
under? 
 
Chris 
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From: Gretchen
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:32:27 AM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!! 
we love this place!! 
SOOOO many memories are at the beach and this city will not be the same 
without it!! 
This would be soooo tragic if you close coconut beach!!! Please reconsider!!! 
I AM BEGGING YOU!!!!!!! 
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From: Stacy Levesque
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:43:27 PM


I am writing in regard to Coconut beach and the proposed acquisition.  Please 
find a way that we can co-exist.  I love New Orleans but I also love playing 
volleyball.  This is very important to me and my friends to have recreational 
volleyball courts that we can go to and play.  Thank you for your time and 
efforts.  
 
We will not surrender. 
Stacy Levesque. 
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From: Frank.Birkhoff@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: VolleyBall.........................
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:47:25 PM


 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Birkhoff 
 
US and Latin Technical Support Group 
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Intralox, LLC 
 
1-800-535-8848 
 
1-504-733-0463 
 
www.intralox.com 
 
iloxStandard 
 
 
 








From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:52:27 AM


 
please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: Cristen Conwell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:41:13 AM


To whom it may concern, 
 
I was saddened last night to hear that Coconut Beach may be closed to build a 
pumping station.  I will send another email soon descibing how much the 
complex means to me.  In the meantime, I urge you to speak with Bruce White.  
He is willing to sacrifice some of his courts and do whatever it takes to keep the 
complex open.  I hope that you will be flexible as well.  Coconut Beach is the 
only sand volleyball complex in the greater New Orleans area.  Please let us 
have a place to play! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Cristen Conwell 
985-640-7174 
cristenconwell@gmail.com 
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From: Owen, Gib A MVN
To: Wilkinson, Laura L MVN; 
Subject: FW: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:13:55 AM


Laura Lee 
IER 5 comment. 
Gib 
 
 
Gib Owen 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Chief, Ecological Planning and Restoration Section/ 
HSDRRS Environmental Team Leader 
New Orleans District 
504 862-1337 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Brian McDonald [mailto:mcdonald.brianj@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2009 11:10 PM 
To: Owen, Gib A MVN 
Subject: Coconut Beach 
 
I am writing to urge you not to make any moves that would jeopardize Coconut 
Beach. The facility is a great place to relax and get away from the everyday 
hassles of the city. I've been playing their since my early college years and was 
happy to see it back after Katrina. 
 
Thanks! 
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From: Jeremy Burke
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 11:14:48 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I and several of my friends and family play recreational volleyball at Coconut 
Beach.  Last week, the manager at Coconut Beach informed the players that the 
volleyball complex would likely be confiscated for the construction of a new 
pumping station.  While I support the construction of this necessary 
improvement to the area's flood protection, I am concerned that no plans have 
been announced for the relocation of the existing volleyball facility.  Coconut 
Beach is a viable recreational complex in N.O. and should continue to exist in 
some form.  Is the US Army Corps of Engineers working with the City of N.O. 
and Coconut Beach management to develop a plan for relocating the volleyball 
complex to a site that is not critical for flood protection construction?  If so, is 
this plan available to the public.  Any information you can provide on this matter 
would be helpful. 
 
Thank you, 
Jeremy Burke 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:51:57 AM


 
please leave Coconut beach alone 
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From: Dave Shackelford
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Minimize Effect on Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:43:08 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm writing this in support of Coconut Beach.  I understand the need for an 
improved pumping station, but please do everything in your power to minimize 
the effect on Coconut itself.  It's the largest organized sports complex in the New 
Orleans area, and for many people, it's their only exercise/social activity in the 
city.  Therefore, shutting it down will greatly impact the lives of thousands of 
people!  There have to be other options available so that the pumping station 
and Coconut Beach can co-exist. 
 
Thank you, 
Dave Shackelford 
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From: Brian Kubricht
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:42:58 PM


 
 
 Coconut Beach, New Orleans LA is one of the absolute best places in the city 
where you can relax with friends while excercising in a beach atmoshpere. 
You've taken enough land! Put the new pumps over water, because God knows 
they'll all be over water someday. I'll bet you could put 10,000 pumps around 
West End and, besides the fact that adding more pumps is going to pump water 
right into the possible source of the flood (lake), not only flood Lakeview, but 
Metairie also. As Project Manager for the pumping station at 17th st canal, I 
believe you did proper research and must be aware of the History and 
Importance of Coconut Beach to the locals. I trust that you understand the 
impact that increasing this pumping station will have on real estate and tourism, 
and I'm hoping you have the local citizens' best interests in mind. We LOVE 
Coconut beach, its the greatest place to unwind around here! You should check 
it out, if you havent been there. Take it away and you take away my reason to 
work hard! 
 
Keep Me Motivated....KEEP COCONUT BEACH!!! 
 
Thank You for your time. 
 
Brian Kubricht 
Metairie LA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: Corey Michael Gaudet
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:31:04 AM


Please reconsider the location.  Coconut Beach is one of the largest volleyball 
complexes in the country.  This week it will host a national tournament in which 
players from all over the country wil travel here to play.  I understand the need 
for the pumping station, but there has to be a way to save coconut beach and 
build the pumping station.  Please choose another location or at least build 
another coconut beach or give us land somewhere nearby. 
Thanks 
Corey Gaudet 
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From: Jenny.Owens@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:44:47 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Owens 
 
Account Manager 
 
Intralox Meat Poultry Seafood Team 
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504-570-2285 
 
Visit our new and improved website at www.intralox.com <http://www.intralox.
com/> 
 
cid:image002.gif@01C85F38.BBECE150 
 
P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
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From: Aaron Jabes
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Destruction of the Mickey Retif Sports Complex
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:36:20 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
The Mickey Retif Sports Complex is an important and unique facility to New 
Orleans, Metairie, and the surrounding areas.  For years the complex has 
provided a place were families could pursue healthy sports activities.  It is one of 
the few businesses that has survived hurricane Katrina.  People have put many 
hours of work and lots of money rebuilding and maintaining the complex.  
 
 
 
Take a look at the situation from a different point of view.  Many public places 
and businesses were destroyed by Katrina.  Most will not be coming back do to 
lack of funding or public interest.  This really says a lot about the Coconut Beach 
Facility and the obstacles that the community has overcome to bring it back to 
life. 
 
 
 
I am 100% against the destruction of the Mickey Retif Sports Complex.  There 
has to be a better way to protect the City of New Orleans than tearing it down.  
I am confident that there are many others in the community that feel the same 
way and will make their voices heard.  I hope we can persuade you to find a 
different approach to protect the City of New Orleans. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aaron Jabes 
 
 
 
I&E Engineer 
 
2450 Severn Ave. Suite 308 
 
Metairie, LA 70001 
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Direct 504.648.1764 
 
Fax 504.362.6899 
 
Toll Free 866.KEY.ENGR 
 
E-Mail ajabes@keystoneengr.com 
 
 
 
 
 








From: agreenbaum@ups.com
To: wendyaadams@gmail.com; kujomo@gmail.com; MVN Environmental; 


bethg@krebssurvey.com; kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; 
cc: melanieroy1@gmail.com; cmpasos@cox.net; heather480b@yahoo.com; 


jralbano1@yahoo.com; EllenA@unitedwaynola.org; djjuanes1977@yahoo.
com; manello@auduboninstitute.org; binlondon@hotmail.com; 
Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; jbean@cfbean.com; 
mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; jude.boudreaux@gmail.
com; fitzkaren@gmail.com; amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; egbrett@edg.
net; kencazaubon@yahoo.com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; jcminyme@yahoo.
com; schyzyk@yahoo.com; doncos@webtv.net; johnc@stewartla.com; 
dawn.davis@noaa.gov; dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.Davis@maf.
nasa.gov; adicks@lsuhsc.edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; cdusang@yahoo.
com; Teamfreeland@cox.net; avfroelich@gmail.com; jfuentes70@gmail.
com; jpfunk123@yahoo.com; mdfunk@hotmail.com; gg_gag@cox.net; 
EddyG9@cox.net; phickm@gmail.com; Mark.Hogan@smtechnologies.com; 
danelleindovina@yahoo.com; katie.ives@gmail.com; 
tjackson@timespicayune.com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net; 
jennrj73@yahoo.com; mjohns9@entergy.com; bjones@carrolltontech.com; 
jujones2000@yahoo.com; giovannicjuarez@yahoo.com; karenmj76@hotmail.
com; lovekkj11@hotmail.com; stephhjuarez@yahoo.com; sjuarez8@cox.
net; erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.kuhnell@gmail.com; qlandry@cox.net; 
valandry_1214@yahoo.com; armandoleduc@yahoo.com; 
steph_lee74@yahoo.com; loriannlevy@aol.com; smajors@theehrhardtgroup.
com; lmanganello@carrolltontech.com; gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; 
jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; 
jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; NNiklaus@test-us.
com; kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; 
wayne@bridgehouse.org; bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; 
k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.
com; nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.com; rpiragusa@aol.com; 
readec@carrolltontech.com; kendramail@gmail.com; 
MelodyR@unitedwaynola.org; reidlc@arlaw.com; cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.
com; russout@netzero.com; sreiher@operationkids.org; 
Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.us; originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; 
uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.edu; msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; 
Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; ernesto@kgla.tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; 
amandafsmithson@gmail.com; ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.
soroe@bellsouth.com; sidnola@yahoo.com; Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; 
jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; TinaVega@cox.net; 
constance5171@yahoo.com; tcward@bellsouth.net; alyssaw@bb-cpa.com; 
jeriland222@aol.com; leicachris@worldnet.att.net; m_winton@yahoo.com; 
Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; 
Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; FaschanA@cdm.com; gnevels@cox.net; 
adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.com; mla@abtinc.us; j.mike.
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adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; joycebergman@hotmail.
com; Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; 
joshbeezley@yahoo.com; bakikuchi@aol.com; bfreese@vbar.com; 
bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.brown.
experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.
com; doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; fire3rd08@aol.com; 
george@videojones.com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; 
eric@redhive.com; godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; 
rfleischmann@cox.net; cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; 
hjwii@hotmail.com; simon.heather@yahoo.com; lynncj@gmail.com; 
vbjesus@gmail.com; harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.edu; kenneth.j.
leveque@lmco.com; Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; 
jeffk@southerntheaters.net; kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; 
laraway@kw.com; lsison77@yahoo.com; mickey70122@gmail.com; 
monicadbell@bellsouth.net; ryanneal25@hotmail.com; claassen@aol.com; 
saskia2222@hotmail.com; nawlinsdweller@aol.com; petunia666@msn.com; 
panddgath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.pitz@gmail.com; 
paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; rhettroberts@msn.com; 
rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; thevenot@audubon-
engineering.com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; 
vickiesemail@cox.net; gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; 


Subject: RE: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:28:41 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans and its neighboring 
cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the years since 
Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm forced the 
city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to rebuild, or forge 
on to 'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was felt.  In reality, 
the loss each person felt following Katrina was really relative to their specific 
situation.  Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the closure of a 
favorite restaurant, the house you grew up in, the home you lived in, or a loved 
one, we all felt a loss.  The sad thing is that there is no way to tell the physical 
and emotional toll this has taken on the all of those affected by Katrina.  In 
addition to having to rebuild our lives and (in many cases) homes, we also had 
to manage those intangible losses.  In many ways, it is those intangible things 
that get us through the hard times.  However, it is those same intangible things 
that some people appear to be taking for granted. 
 
Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To the outsider, it is 
just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of Coconut 
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Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball complex.  
However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball complex.  For 
me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives for 20 plus 
years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our gym.  It is 
that one safe place where our children can run and play without worry.  It is 
where many met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  Whether that 
is an escape from work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 4 years, 
Coconut Beach is, and has been, that place for thousands of people for a long 
time.  If asked, many would tell you they were there to rebuild Coconut before 
their home.  However, if there is any question as to what Coconut means to its 
legions of supporters, I invite you to visit the bar and peruse the years and years 
of pictures on display.  In effect, you are walking into a lot of homes and telling 
them to find a new place to live. 
 
Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I do not think we 
can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to what was 
once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever again see 
the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we are 
receiving greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only boosts 
the city's image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more sponsored 
tournaments, which will bring people into the city to play, watch, and support.  
Again, it may be easy to dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, but for us 
it is clearly a growing entity benefitting its city. 
 
As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, phone calls, & 
news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go away.  On a 
personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given night of 
the week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just 
welcomed a son into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to 
share the love of the sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what 
was, will be another in a long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I 
implore you to engineer another solution that will allow Coconut to continue to 
thrive. 
 
Regards, 
 
Adam Greenbaum 
Business Manager, UPS 
<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
________________________________ 
From: Wendy Adams [wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:27 PM 
To: kujomo 
Cc: Melanie Roy; Carlos Pasos; Heather Albano; John Albano; Ellen Altamirano; 
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Juan Altamirano; Meredith Anello; B; Susie b; Grace Bank; Janet Bean; Marissa 
Billings; Erin Alexander Bolles; Jude Boudreaux; Karen (Fitzgerald) Boudreaux; 
Amy Boyle; Elliott Brett; Ken Cazuban; Maria Cea; Jeanne Charlebois; Steven 
Chyzyk; Donald Costello; John Costello; Dawn Davis; Dorette Davis; Kevin C 
Davis; Amy Dickson; DMendez; chris dusang; Michael F. Freeland; Allison 
Froelich; Jorge Fuentes; Jeff Funk; Melissa Funk; Gina Gaglianno; Greenbaum 
Adam (nol1atg); Eddy J. Gutierrez; Peter Hickman; Mark Hogan; Danelle 
Indovina; Katie Ives; Ted Jackson; estell johnson; Jennifer Johnson; Mark 
Johnson; Brian Jones; Julie Jones; Giovanni Juarez; karen juarez; Karina Juarez; 
Stephanie Juarez; Sandy Juarez-Johnson; Erin Kenly; Allen Kuhnell; Quinn 
Landry; Vicky Landry Landry; Armando Leduc; STEPHANIE LEE; Lori Levy; Steve 
Majors; Leigh Manganello; Geneva Marney; Julie Marsh; J & MB Green; Andrea 
McNeil; J Mitchell; anna alford nelson; Nick Niklaus; Kris Norenberg; Dennis 
O'Hara; Wayne Olivio; Bora Ozkan; Holly Palermo; Kristie Palermo; Stu Palermo; 
Emily Palit; Tapash Palit; Nancy Price; Carolyn Przybylski; Dominick Ragusa; 
Christopher Reade; Kendra Reade; Melody Reed; Lee Reid; Cheryl Reinhard; 
Russell Richards; Steve Reiher; Kathy Riedlinger; Julie and Larry Robinson; Roy; 
DiLenny Rocca-Dominguez; Monica Sánchez; Gregory F Schieleit; Ernesto 
Schweikert; Jose Servin; Amanda Smithson; Ian Smithson; Thomas Soroe; 
Sidney Steabman; Jon Stoddard; Jeffrey Teague; TimRyan_NOVAC; 
TinaVega@cox.net; connie ward; Tom & Claire Ward; Alyssa Wenck; Jeri 
Wheeler; Christopher Williams; Mark Winton; Amber Ellinwood; April Villa; Darin 
Acosta; Faschan, Adam; Jenn and Garland Nevels; Kristen Adams; LACone@aol.
com; Mary Lou Adams; Mike Adams; Rebecca; Bergman, Joyce; Bordes, Jeremy 
F; Marjorie Bilinski; Beezley, Josh; Brenda Kikuchi; Brian Freese; Bridget Falcon; 
chris@reine.biz; doug brown; carl doescher; Carol Nahrwold; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; Chin, Kenny K; David Shackelford; doug; 
Durio, Blaise; Greg Davis; E-mail, George Matulik; E-mail, Jamie Muscarello; 
Elliott Brett; eric; Eric vb Porter; Tim Thomas (E-mail); Robert Fleischmann; 
Craig G; Michael Henry; harold sand ninja, harold sand ninja; Heather Simon; 
Lynn Hamilton; Peter Hickman; harrisdavid59@msn.com; Klein, Jennifer M.; 
Leveque, Kenneth J; Jenna Wenna; jason ortis; Jeff Klein; Kenny Leveque; Ken 
Lopez; laraway@kw.com; Linda Sison; Mickey; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; Ryan 
Neal; sand Ninja, ben; sand ninja, saskia; sand ninja, Steve volleyball; Stephanie 
Plescia; panddgath@aol.com; Richard Prator; Shawn Pitz; Espinoza, Pedro; 
Roberts, Rhett; Roberts, Rhett; Randy Tabor; Rhonda Zimmer; Toby Thevenot; 
Toby Thevenot; Mays, Amber; Vickie Lory; Gail Vball; Bruce White 
Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
 
Does anybody know Frank Davis?!?!  It would be great to get him out there to 
do a story Thursday or Friday night. 
 
On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:18 PM, kujomo <kujomo@gmail.com<mailto:
kujomo@gmail.com>> wrote: 
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Likewise. I am also working contacts on facebook and myspace. 
 
Joe 
 
 
 
On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:16 PM, Melanie Roy <melanieroy1@gmail.
com<mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com>> wrote: 
I emailed mine a minute ago and I hope all you guys make sure we are heard!!!  
Mel 
 
 
On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 1:55 PM, Carlos Pasos <cmpasos@cox.net<mailto:
cmpasos@cox.net>> wrote: 
I apologize if some of you get this message more than once, but it's just that 
important. feel free to cut and paste 
Thanks 
 
Carlos Pasos 
Pasos Photo & Video llc 
www.carlospasos.com<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
504.710.8990 
carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
 
Dear Mr Owen 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me and the community. 
18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children 
play together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in 
our community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe 
environment. Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where 
people can stay fit and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, 
where we all can feel good about ourselves and our community. 
After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life long 
members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
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Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
Thanks 
The Pasos Family 
 
 
Carlos Pasos 
Pasos Photo & Video llc 
www.carlospasos.com<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
504.710.8990 
carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
 
 
 
On May 13, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Wendy Adams wrote: 
 
This is an effort to bombard the USACE with emails TODAY. 
 
The May 2009 plans for the Pumping station at the 17th Street Canal have been 
released and Coconut Beach will definitely be impacted.  Coconut Beach may 
soon be closed for good if we don't act in unison now.  We all believe flood 
protection is the first priority for the city but there must be a way Coconut Beach 
and the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
 
We have learned that the support Coconut Beach received from the over two 
hundred volleyball players who attended the meeting at St Paul's last spring 
went over very well.  Our efforts were successful, as the ACE and the city had no 
idea we were here in such a large capacity.  Please take a break at lunchtime or 
a quick moment in your day to send Gib Owen of the ACE an email about what 
Coconut Beach means to you. 
 
The May ACE report indicates that II Tony's Restaurant has some 2,300 emails 
regarding public support, and Coconut Beach has only 4.  We hope to blow them 
away by the end of the day.  Please help make it happen. 
 
Please also forward your emails to friends, family, and anyone who could 
possibly help with our cause. 
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Thank you, 
 
Wendy 
 
 
Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.
mil>. 504-862-1337 
 
 
Bruce has also announced that the local television news stations will be out at 
Coconut tonight around 7pm. 
Please come out to show your support if you can. 
 
 
 
Attached is additional information that you will need to contact Gib Owen. 
 
I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project manager for the 
pumping station at the 17th canal for the Corp of Engineers 
 
The land that Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a 
Permanent Acquisition Zone. 
 
Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach would be used in the 
New Pumping Station. 
 
Gib Owen has told us that the Corps know the value of the Mickey Retif 
Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and friends of the 
Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone number and 
please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
 
Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.
mil>. 504-862-1337 
 
Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available at the 
http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov<http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> Web 
site or, in a  hard copy format, by 
contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 504-862-1337 or 
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.
mil>. 
 
Please click on the links below to gain access to documents now available 
for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and projects. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov<http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
 
-The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment (EA) # 474 and 
Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out for public 
review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 16 May 
2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
 
Bruce 
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From: Hill, Leslie R
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:44:46 PM


Mr. Gib Owen: 
 
 
 
I am writing on behalf of the current situation with Coconut Beach.  I have been 
playing at Coconut Beach for almost a year and a half.  I find it a great place to 
relax and have fun.  It also helped me meet people and make new friends when 
I first moved here.  I know people who play on several teams on different 
nights, so I frequent it regularly.  I think that it is a great asset to New Orleans.  
It gives young people (who are the future of this great city) a place to feel 
involved and build friendships and to stay connected to this area.  It also gives 
people a positive thing to do it their spare time. 
 
 
 
Please save the beach! 
 
 
 
Thanks you for your time, 
 
 
 
Leslie R.Hill 
 
Industrial Engineer 
 
Master scheduling & 
 
Transportation and Handling 
 
Lockheed Martin Space System Co. 
 
504-257-0937 
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From: Brett, Elliott
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Tonight"s meeting
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 9:01:45 PM


Mr. Owen, 
I know I will not get the opportunity to comment tonight, so I'm emailing from 
the audience.  I will keep it short. 
 
Option 2A is the best.  Everyone agrees.  You say that we are currently safe.  In 
a country that spends 1.2 trillion to bail out irresponsible banks, why can't they 
spare a couple billion to help people who do deserve it?  In a country that spend 
85 billion a year (minimum) to fight around the world "for our protection", why 
can't they spend the couple billion to REALLY protect us at home. 
 
We do not want the "it's better than nothing" solution.  We only want the 
"best."  option 2A. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Elliott Brett 
EDG Consulting Engineers 
(504) 296-8818 Mobile 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: MVN Environmental <MVNEnvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:57 AM 
To: Brett, Elliott <egbrett@edg.net> 
Subject: RE: So I hear... 
 
 
 Mr. Elliott 
Just to clarify.  The number of comments received is used to determine the 
level of public concern for a proposed action.  In the case of Coconut Beach, 
we are aware of the public concerns if the site is impacted.  We also are 
aware of the number of users, etc at the facility.  Mr. White has been a 
great champion of the complex.  
The Federal decision process is based upon an analysis of scientific and 
engineering data.  Impacts to the human environment are considered as part of 
the scientific data that is analyzed.  Comments that contain factual 
information providing sound reasoning as to why the proposed action is good 
or bad are very helpful during this phase of the analysis. 
As discussed in the proposed action section of IER 5, the Corps plans are too 
minimize impacts to business and residents to the greatest extent practicable 
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during the design phase.  
 
However, I want to clearly state that no decision has been made at this point 
in time on what the final Federal project will be.  We encourage public input 
into this process and will take into account all comments received. 
 
Gib Owen 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Chief, Ecological Planning and Restoration Section/ 
HSDRRS Environmental Team Leader 
New Orleans District 
504 862-1337 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Brett, Elliott [mailto:egbrett@edg.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:32 PM 
To: MVN Environmental 
Subject: So I hear... 
 
Mr. Owen, 
 
I hear that the decision to impact Coconut Beach by taking a portion or all 
of this recreational facility for pumping station staging area is based 
partly upon the lack of email in support of the playground, whereas II Tony's 
has received over 2300 emails supporting it. 
 
 
 
That is a foolish basis. 
 
 
 
I can guarantee that II Tony's has fewer clients per week than Coconut Beach. 
It's really easy for people to send an email, but true votes come with a 
presence.  I helped rebuild Coconut Beach after Katrina with my own sweat and 
muscle, I play in two leagues per week, and I participate in the tournaments 
on Monday night and weekends.  I support the pro-shop by purchasing clothes, 
and I support the bar and grill.  In my 10 years as a Lakeview resident, I've 
been to II Tony's one time.  It was nice enough.  I don't wish any harm upon 
them.  I didn't start going to Coconut Beach until 8 years ago, and I didn't 
actually know about II Tony's, or any of the other Bucktown area restaurants 
until I became a regular at Coconut Beach. 
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Why does any of this matter?  Who am I?  Well, I'm one of the young 
professionals, in an engineering firm for the offshore oil and gas industry, 
that has helped to rebuild the city.  My wife is an engineer in the aerospace 
industry in New Orleans. 
 
 
 
After Katrina, I bought a house in Lakeview, because of my love of Lakeview 
and Coconut Beach, to be closer to the people and activities that make this 
city worthwhile to me.  I was and am excited about living in New Orleans 
because of my community at Coconut Beach.  If Coconut Beach goes away, I will 
start listening to my wife and leave this city.  She already says there isn't 
enough to do here besides drink and eat. 
 
 
 
I hope you come out to see the community that will be destroyed by the action 
that is currently proposed. 
 
 
 
I remember the meeting at St. Paul's Episcopal Church where the Corps of 
Engineers vowed not to get rid of Coconut Beach.  Were you the tall guy who 
said all that? 
 
 
 
Elliott G. Brett 
 
EDG Consulting Engineers 
 
3900 N Causeway Blvd, Suite 700 
 
Metairie, LA  70002-1763 
 
(504) 934-2149  Office 
 
(504) 296-8818  Mobile 
 
(504) 455-0868  Fax 
 
 
 








From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:39:52 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take and destroy Coconut beach.  This place means so much 
to so many people 
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From: Semmes Walmsley
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: West End
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:43:35 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach is a very special place to New Orleans residents, especially the 
younger generation.  We are working hard to rebuild city and to make it a better 
place, but we need spaces like Coconut Beach to come together and de-stress.  
It is essential to our quality of life to have a variety of extra-curricular activities 
that we can all enjoy.  Native New Orleanians have strong feelings about the 
volleyball courts at West End because they've been a fun meeting place for 
decades where so many memories have been made.  Our newest residents have 
expressed their excitement about the opportunity to join a sand volleyball league 
and make new friends in the process.  It's not just a piece of land to us, it's a 
place to build relationships, entertain ourselves through competitive activity and 
relax from a hard fought recovery.  
 
Please consider limiting/eliminating any impact that the new pumps will have on 
Coconut Beach. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and service to our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Semmes Walmsley 
New Orleans, La. 70130 
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From: lacone@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:44:14 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
Plain and simple - please do what you have to do to make sure the volleyball 
complex is 100% saved AND the flood control structure are in place.  The 
complex is a vital social and economic outlet for the entire region. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leon Contavesprie 
LACone@aol.com 
210 Rue Landry 
St. Rose, LA 70087 
504-450-9480 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi>  
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:38:42 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take and destroy Coconut beach.  This place means so much 
to so many people 
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From: Suzi Ruiz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 9:48:04 PM


Dear Gib Owen: 
 
    Please I know you are doing what is best for our city, but if there is any way 
possible, please allow Coconut Beach to remain in it's location. 
Suzi Ruiz 
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From: K & M Auto & Truck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:46:59 AM


I have been playing ball out there for 12 years now and my daughter is learning 
to play ball out there. I hope ther is some way that both the pump station and 
Coconut Beach can coexist at this location 
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From: Robert Brewer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:26:53 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I just wanted to take a few moments to let you know how much Coconut Beach 
means to me.  It's not just a bar where I hang out and drink with buddies, but I 
do that.  It's not just some place where thousands of people get together for 
athletic competition, but they do. And it's not just a business that brings in quite 
a bit of money for New Orleans, but I'm sure that is true as well.  
 
Coconut Beach is a staple for those of us that get together to enjoy the spirit of 
competition and the joy of camaraderie.  It's as New Orleans as a po-boy or City 
Park.  By using this as a pumping-station, you'll be robbing thousands of people 
of a safe outlet to get together in large numbers and enjoy themselves.  Many of 
us go out and play there multiple times per week.  I understand that without a 
pumping-station that there might not be a city to go home to one day, but I 
implore you to look elsewhere for the land.  If that is not an option, please use 
as little land as necessary so as to preserve our park and our way of living.  
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Robby Brewer 
Concerned Citizen 
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From: Heather Pickney
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: appelc@legis.state.la.us; larep081@legis.state.la.us; quinnj@legis.state.la.


us; white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Coconut Beach - New Orleans
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:32:15 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was informed today of the news that the Army Corps of Engineers is trying to 
acquire 10-100% of the land that is currently occupied by the Coconut Beach 
Volleyball Complex on the Lakefront to be used for the permanent flood pump 
installation.  While I understand as well as anyone the necessity for installing 
these pumps, I am saddened by the fact that the only way to do this is to 
destroy a landmark and truly unique and wonderful part of the city.   I was born 
and raised in New Orleans, and am very aware of the need (especially in this day 
and age) of having a safe and friendly place for people to congregate, get 
exercise, make friends, and just "hang out."  A lot of what makes the city unique 
to visitors and tourists are the "party" areas - French Quarter, etc. As a New 
Orleans native, those aren't particularly the places the locals need or care to go.  
I currently live in the Washington, DC area, but make regular visits back home 
about once a month. Coconut Beach is one of those places on my list of places 
to go and things to do when I am in town. I used to play volleyball at the 
Complex several nights a week from 2003 through 2007 before I had to move 
for my job. I still play there when I am in town and couldn't imagine this 
landmark being gone. 
 
So many things about the City of New Orleans have changed in the past few 
years, mostly due to Hurricane Katrina. The Lakefront area has taken the biggest 
hit in terms of businesses and recreational options since the storm, and I feel 
that taking away Coconut Beach is just another hit to this area and to the City. I 
am fully aware that the same reason the face of the Lakefront has changed is 
the exact same reason that the new pumping station is needed, but I can't see 
how taking away Coconut Beach is completely necessary. Space is needed for 
the pumps, we are all painfully aware of that fact. Since you are installing them 
to help preserve the City from future catastrophe, can't you find a way to 
preserve a landmark at the same time? 
 
Coconut Beach is an integral part of many people's lives. It was a large part of 
mine while I lived there, and still is when I visit. My sister plays there 3-4 times a 
week and it is a huge part of her life. We have all made friends there and enjoy 
the fact that this location exists - it's a safe, reliable place to go to get exercise, 
socialize, have fun, and just enjoy being in New Orleans. It's a unique place and 
I have not seen one like it anywhere else. This place should be advertised rather 
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than destroyed. 
 
I implore you to find another way to install the necessary equipment for the new 
pumping station without taking away Coconut Beach. It would truly be 
devastating to New Orleans, and all of the people who have come to love that 
place and call it a home. 
 
Sincerely, 
Heather Pickney 








From: Dan Castrillo
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:27:56 PM


Please save our beach. Daniel Castrillo 
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From: John Smestad Jr
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Concerning Coconut Beach - from the Archdiocese of New Orleans
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 5:05:02 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I have learned yesterday that Coconut Beach Sand Volleyball Complex and 
Mickey Retif Playground are again being threatened by latest pump station plan 
of the Corps of Engineers.  I am the Director of Youth Ministry for the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans, and in that capacity coordinate the largest charity 
volleyball tournament held at the complex, the "Slam N Jam" tournament which 
draws 3000 high school students and 80 volleyball teams from 24 area public, 
private, and parochial high schools (through their student councils) to raise 
money for summer camps for children with spina bifida, cystic fibrosis, and 
muscular dystrophy.  Our tournament, now entering it's 14th year, provides 
almost half the funding for each of three camps.  Coconut Beach is the only sand 
volleyball complex in Greater New Orleans, and should it cease to operate, our 
tournament will have no where to be held, and these charities will be very 
negatively impacted when that funding vanishes.  I have made several media 
outlets, including WWL and WDSU, aware of the impact on these charities if 
Coconut Beach ceases to operate. 
 
I have attended several public hearings over the last few years, including 
sessions with Corps representatives at St. Dominic, St. Paul's, and First Baptist 
Churches in Lakeview.  Each time we as the public have gone through this 
process, we have been assured that Coconut Beach will be preserved, and yet, 
here we are again with another Corps plan that aims to eliminate the 
playground.  New Orleans has too few recreational opportunities for teenagers 
and young adults as it is.  
 
I know we need better flood protection; I am a resident of Lakeview who had 9 
feet of water submerge his house.  I am not someone sitting outside the Katrina 
flood zone who takes lightly advocating for a playground in the midst of flood-
protection planning. 
 
I do think, though, that the playground is an easy target for a land-taking.  I am 
tired of rushing to the defense of Coconut Beach, being reassured that it will be 
spared, and then finding out a new plan issued with little public notice will again 
attempt to eliminate it. 
 
I hope that the Corps of Engineers can be a bit more creative in resolving where 
to place the new pumping station, while preserving what few important 
community resources remain at West End, namely, Coconut Beach. 
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Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
John R. Smestad, Jr., Director 
CYO/Youth & Young Adult Ministry Office 
Archdiocese of New Orleans 
105 Bonnabel Blvd 
Metairie LA 70005 
Phone 504-836-0551 ext. 23 
Fax 504-836-0552 
 
"I pray... that all may be one." John 17:20-21 








From: Alicia Millet
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:40:16 PM


Dear Mr. Gibson: 
I understand that some land may be taken from Coconut Beach for use by the 
Army Corps. Please realize that this is a place not just for teens or adults, but for 
families. Its a place to be outdoors, to exercise, to see friends, to bring the kids. 
Its a place to have a drink, have a meal. This is an integral part of our city, of 
our culture. Young and old alike enjoy Coconut Beach. Please save our complex. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alicia Millet 
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From: SNATURE@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 7:45:41 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to ask that you consider finding other alternatives to complete and 
maintain the new pumping station, other than closing the Coconut Beach 
Volleyball complex.  For myself and many others like me, Coconut Beach 
provided an affordable outlet for not only entertainment, but a good physical 
workout as well.  Within a few short weeks of being in the league, it also 
became an important social setting, and many friendships have been formed 
over the years that still endure today.  Like most other attractions in New 
Orleans, Coconut Beach has provided a unique setting where people can forget 
about the daily hassles of life, and become the star of the team, or at least the 
star in their own mind.  Some players are more serious than others, yet 
everyone I have met over the years makes the commitment to their team, and 
the weekly game schedule becomes a priority in your life.  You have a sense of 
belonging that you don't find in many other settings.  Its a chance to become 
young again, to be a part of the team, and it's as big a part of New Orleans as 
Jazz Fest is to me.  I'm not sure what year I began playing volleyball out at 
Coconut Beach, but I know it was in the late 80's or early 90's.  I know for sure 
1993, because just as I cherish my Jazz Fest T shirts, I also cherish my Best of 
the Net Coconut Beach T shirts, and still have them all, the first being in 1993.  
My children spent many a night watching me play, and today, one of them has 
continued the tradition on his own team.  And this year, as a special treat, I am 
once again playing on a team at age 51, and have the opportunity to do so on a 
team with my stepdaughter.  Coconut Beach has meant more to me over the 
years than any simple sports complex.  I cannot fully explain the joy this simple 
activity has brought into my life, and now, as it has been for many other 
families, it is also a family gathering for me, New Orleans style.  I realize the 
importance of the pumping station, and the role it plays in providing safety to 
the citizens of New Orleans.  But the very things that make New Orleans unique, 
and cause us all to fight to preserve this city are made up of experiences such as 
a lifetime of nights out at Coconut Beach.  Without these special traditions, the 
city becomes just another place to live.  
 
Steve Ecuyer 
504-813-4107 
 
________________________________ 
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Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://travel.
aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?
ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:38:16 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take and destroy Coconut beach.  This place means so much 
to so many people 
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From: george
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please keep Coconut Beach open
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:47:59 AM


Hello Gib ! 
 
I am sending this letter to express my opinion about the Coconut Beach 
volleyball complex. 
I play at the complex at least 3 day each week.  I enjoy the pleasant 
outdoor atmosphere. 
Coconut Beach is a family oriented facility; the age range of people who 
enjoy this place is 5 years old to 75 years old. 
 
We all want to keep the city safe from flooding. 
I am asking that you find a way to keep Coconut beach open. 
 
 
Thank You, 
Sincerely, 
George Matulik 
Video Jones 
706 Phosphor Ave 
Metairie, LA 70005 
504.833.8485 
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From: Krista Stern
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: DEFEND COCONUT
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 2:00:21 PM


Coconut beach is a place for everyone to enjoy. No matter age or gender, people 
come together to have a good time. I've had many good times there and I hope 
that I can continue to enjoy coconut beach. Thank you! 
 
-Krista Stern 
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From: Taylor Weidman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:19:34 PM


Mr Owen: 
 
I am writing on behalf of myself and many others who feel that Coconut Beach 
is an important landmark for the New Orleans Lakefront.  I have been playing 
volleyball at Coconut Beach for nearly 20 years now, and as a lifelong resident of 
Lakeview, I cannot envision that part of West End any other way. 
 
I understand the importance of your project, as I do not want to ever go 
through anything that even resembles what I went through 4 years ago.  But I 
also know that there are alternatives to tearing down a local landmark. 
 
If you would just take 15 minutes one day and simply drive by Coconut Beach 
on a Tuesday-Friday night around 8:00 pm you would see that I am certainly 
just one of many who feels this way.  Coconut Beach provides hundreds, 
possibly thousands of people of all ages with fun, family-oriented, recreational 
activity.  It is rare that people from age 12-60+ can all play the same sport in 
the same location. 
 
So, again, please reconsider your plans to tear down a part of New Orleans that 
so many people rely upon for fun and recreation. 
 
Thanks, 
Taylor Weidman 
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From: John Nunez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Volleyball
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:16:42 AM


 
 
 
I've just recently started playing at the beach.   And I want to continue! My aunt 
got me involved in this and I know for a fact she loves the place 
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From: Keith Millet
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:39:49 PM


Please find a way to protect New Orleans without having to destroy Coconut 
Beach. It is an important facility to so many people. 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:38:04 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take and destroy Coconut beach.  This place means so much 
to so many people 
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From: Michelle Abraham
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Mikey Retif Sports Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:20:02 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm sure by now you have received countless emails and calls regarding the 
future of Coconut Beach.  Here's another one! I know you undersatnd how 
important Coconut Beach is for hundreds of families and individuals in the New 
Orleans area.  There are over 4000 players which participate at Coconut Beach 
each week and it would be detrimental to those of us who are so committed to 
this sport, especially to Bruce White who has worked so hard to make Coconut 
Beach what it is today.  Hundreds of national professional volleyball tournaments 
such as the AVP Tour, Spalding Gold Tour, and Planet Spike, to name a few, 
have been hosted there.  They have raised millions of dollars for Children's 
Hospital, The Archdiocese of New Orleans, and numerous other charities.  This 
place puts a smile on the face of  kids and adults alike.  I do not have children, 
but when I do, I have always said they will play in the sands of Coconut Beach.  
Please don't kill those hopes and dreams.  It really is the one good thing left in 
New Orleans.  Where else will we have the chance to compete in such a healthy 
activity?  I'm at the point where while I do understand we need to do what we 
have to in order to protect the City of New Orleans, I wonder what will be left.  
It's things like this that drive us away. Please help us find a way to co-exist! 
 
 
 
Michelle Abraham 
504-914-9329 
New Orleans Resident 
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From: Sarah_Dusang@laed.uscourts.gov
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:37:36 PM


 
Mr. Owen, 
 
Please re-consider your plans for expanding the 17th street canal pumping 
station.  I believe there must be alternative plans that can be put into action 
without destroying the Coconut Beach facilities.  It would be ashame after all the 
rebuilding efforts Bruce and others have done to destory this great place.  
Coconut Beach is the only entertainement area that returned to the New Orleans 
lakefornt area after Katrina and I believe that means something.  People care 
about Coconut Beach and you should too.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Sarah Dusang 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:37:45 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take and destroy Coconut beach.  This place means so much 
to so many people 
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From: Corey Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:15:40 AM


We all just learned last night that the corps is planning on taking Coconut Beach 
land for pumping station use.  PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 
PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE reconsider doing this.  I 
thought the boat launch facility further down the canal was going to be the site 
of a permanent pump.  Coconut Beach is SO MUCH MORE than just a bunch of 
volleyball courts.  I personally have been playing there since its beginnings as 5 
little volleyball courts along the levee, so almost 20 years.  There has to be a 
way that Coconut Beach can coexist with a pumping station.  I know the 
restaurant Two Tony’s right by the pumping station has found a way to coexist, 
so why can’t we keep our courts.  This set of courts and patch of sand has 
become home to so many of us.  The people that I have come to know and play 
with are more than just a group of players, we are all family and friends.  Three 
years after Katrina, New Orleans is still trying to get back to the way it was, the 
neighborhoods, the people, the spirit of the city.  Coconut Beach is one landmark 
that truly represents a culture, a spirit and a heart beat of the city of New 
Orleans that has given all of us a reason to stay in the city and a hope that more 
good times are to come.  I personally work for Boh Bros Construction Co., LLC 
and had my own small part on the pumping station construction project at the 
17th Street Canal so I know the importance of pumping station, but I also know 
that there are other viable solutions to help control surge and flooding and allow 
us to SAVE COCONUT BEACH!  This will not be the last time I send an email, so 
I want to leave you with the most important part of the message: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Thank you, 
 
Corey Buck 
 
Boh Bros Construction Co., LLC 
 
Coconut Beach Volleyball Player 
 








From: kasey laird
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:13:13 AM


PLEASE FIND A WAY TO MAKE BOTH THE PUMPING SYSTEM AND 
COCONUTBEACH WORK 
THANKS 
KASEY LAIRD 
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From: Farragut, Kristina Marie 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:18:10 PM


 
I want to keep coconut beach the way it is!!!!! 
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From: LEBLANC, DAYNA
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 1:08:13 PM


Please do not take Coconut Beach. It has been there for a long time (since 
before I was born), and it is a great place for people in the community to get 
together and enjoy outdoor recreation. There is no other place in the area like 
Coconut Beach! Please do not take over all of it! Defend Coconut Beach! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Dayna LeBlanc 
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From: vickiesemail@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:37:26 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read our emails and for your 
anticipated support of our efforts to keep the Coconut Beach complex 
site from being utilized for the pumping station. 
 
Coconut Beach is our Home-Away-from-Home!  I have been a participant 
since its inception in 1988, and my children grew up at the "Beach." 
Bruce is like a father to my daughter, Megan, and her exceptional 
volleyball career at Chapelle High School, is in no small part a direct 
result of Bruce's training and mentoring, as well as 100's of other 
young women and men we have witnessed Bruce mentor, encourage and train. 
 
Obviously, Coconut Beach provides a venue for exercise and 
entertainment; without Coconut Beach 1000's of citizens in the New 
Orleans Metropolitan area would be without a comparable venue. 
However, sand volleyball is more than just a great form of exercise; it 
provides an atmosphere that encourages a healthier way of life - less 
stress, less body fat, regular exercise, heathier eating, etc., etc.  We 
urge you to help us ensure that our City continue to provide to its 
citizens the opportunity to particpate in the ever popular sport of sand 
volleyball, and an opportunity to continue our way of life - of which 
Coconut Beach is a huge part! 
 
We ask that you reconsider your decision to use the land upon which 
Coconut Beach sits for the pumping station. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Vickie Lory 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:36:10 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take Coconut beach!!!! Please find another available location 
which their is. 
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From: Scott Mercier
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 12:34:20 PM


Since Hurricane Katrina Coconut Beach has been one of the only things that has 
been a way to take our mind off of things being so bad in the City of New 
Orleans. 
So many of us lost everything including homes, businesses, vehicles, etc and the 
beach has been a little get away and has given us some sense of normalcy! 
 
 
Scott J. Mercier 
Worldwide Express 
504-913-0724 
smercier@wwex.com 
<mailto:r@wwex.com>  
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From: Kyle, Julie (JTKY)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:13:13 AM


Mr. Owen: 
 
Just a note to express my concern over the future of the Coconut Beach 
Volleyball Complex.  I sure hope we find a way to co-exist together.  We sure 
need it. 
 
Thanks, 
Julie Kyle 
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From: gumby70124@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:08:50 AM


Dear Mr. Owens, 
I would like to tell you a little bit about myself.  I am currently in LSUHSC's 
Nursing School here in New Orleans.  Prior to entering nursing school, I played 
volleyball for four years at LSU in Baton Rouge and prior to that at Mount Carmel 
Academy here in New Orleans.  Beyond that, I played for several different 
clubs.  With this being said, I can tell you that volleyball has been an integral 
part of my life since I was 8 years old.  During high school, I always knew about 
Coconut Beach, but never really became interested in beach volleyball until 
about 2 years ago. 
 
Coconut Beach is a place where all creeds, races, and skill levels can unite for 
the common bond of simple competition.  This establishment is not only a lot 
filled with sand, but it is a place where friends are made, bonds are formed, and 
volleyball becomes the common interest among family. 
 
While I, of course, want to protect the city, first and foremost, I do think that it 
would be detrimental to the community and its surrounding areas to have 
Coconut Beach be commandeered. 
 
Please take this plea to keep Coconut Beach to the best of yours, the Corp of 
Engineers, and the City of New Orleans' ability.  This truly is a wonderful place 
and should be spared to the best of your ability! 
 
Thanks for your time and consideration.  I greatly appreciate it. 
 
Thanks again, 
Lauren Leaumont 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi>  
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From: Colleen Loerzel
To: MVN Environmental; 


Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 1:17:10 PM


We need your help. 
 
 
 
With the increase in crime and negative news involving the teens and young 
men and women of NOLA, we need to protect the safe, healthy hangouts that 
are still available. Please consider the positive experience Coconut Beach can 
provide for the volleyball community of New Orleans. The owners and patrons of 
Coconut Beach deserve compensation/the opportunity to relocate. Relocation 
nearby would allow Coconut and its patrons to continue to be, a vital part of the 
recovery of the West End area. 
 
 
 
Thanks! 
 
 
 
Colleen 
 
 
 
Colleen H. Loerzel 
 
Isidore Newman School 
 
Physical Education Chair 
 
Head Volleyball Coach 
 
 
 
1903 Jefferson Avenue 
 
New Orleans, La  70115 
 
 
 
Phone: (504) 896-6383 
 
Mobile: (504) 495-7475 
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Fax: (504) 269-6202 
 
 
 
Email: CLoerzel@NewmanSchool.org 
 
Website: http://www.NewmanSchool.org/ 
 
 
 



http://www.newmanschool.org/






From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:36:02 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take Coconut beach!!!! Please find another available location 
which their is. 
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From: Medtile2@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH NEW ORLEANS
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:11:50 AM


Mr Owen: 
 
I am writing this email to let you know how important Coconut Beach is to me.  I 
have been a player at the beach since 1992.  Coconut has become an integral 
part of my weekly routine.  I have introduced family & friends to the complex 
over the years.  They gave us hope after the storm and brought a little sanity 
back into our lives after we lost so much. 
 
We want Coconut to stay around so that my kids and grand kids can experience 
what I have. 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
 
 
Vanessa Lovisa 
 
________________________________ 
 
Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://travel.
aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?
ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 
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From: Alaina Gagnard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:38:38 AM


Please don’t take away coconut beach.  New Orleans would not be the same 
without it!  It’s what makes New Orleans so great.  As it is New Orleans sacks 
many things for activity.  Please don’t take it from us! 
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From: Kirk Perilloux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Attn: Gib Owen
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:34:22 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
I am writing this email to advise of the significant value this community places 
upon the Mickey Retif Playground / Coconut Beach Sports complex.  These 
facilities are some of the few remaining functioning sites within the community 
that we depend on for recreation.  
I would encourage you and your staff to consider the community impact of the 
loss such a resource.  We should not choose to destroy resources to solve one of 
our many problem just because it is the easiest route. 
 
This community has lost too much already. Shouldn't we make every effort to 
preserve the few remaining recreation facilities in this community? 
 
Thank you for you consideration. 
 
Kirk Perilloux 
822 Clouet 
New Orleans LA 70117 
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From: Ciulla, Anne L.
To: MVN Environmental; 


MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:05:18 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach is not what we do, it is who we are. I have gone out to the 
beach every Tuesday and Wednesday for the past 2 years and it is what I look 
forward to doing each week. I know that 2 years is an insignificant time, but 
throughout my life I have so many memories of the place. I played in Slam n 
Jam all 4 years of high school at coconut beach as well as many days when we 
would just get a bunch of people together and go out there and play. It is a 
place that has brought so many people together including families and friends. It 
is a place were we enjoy exercising, and it is also a place that feels like home. 
Coconut Beach came back after the storm, and that means a lot to all of us. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Anne Ciulla   
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:47:38 PM


 
PLEASE DON&#39;T DESTROY COCONUT BEACH AND TRY AND FIND ANOTHER 
LOCATION FOR THE PUMP STATION.  THANK YOU 
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From: John Costello
To: Wendy Adams; CLAASSEN@aol.com; 
cc: agreenbaum@ups.com; kujomo@gmail.com; MVN Environmental; 


bethg@krebssurvey.com; kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; melanieroy1@gmail.com; 
cmpasos@cox.net; heather480b@yahoo.com; jralbano1@yahoo.com; 
EllenA@unitedwaynola.org; djjuanes1977@yahoo.com; manello@auduboninstitute.
org; binlondon@hotmail.com; Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; 
jbean@cfbean.com; mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; jude.
boudreaux@gmail.com; fitzkaren@gmail.com; amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; 
egbrett@edg.net; kencazaubon@yahoo.com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; 
jcminyme@yahoo.com; schyzyk@yahoo.com; doncos@webtv.net; dawn.
davis@noaa.gov; dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.Davis@maf.nasa.gov; 
adicks@lsuhsc.edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; cdusang@yahoo.com; 
Teamfreeland@cox.net; avfroelich@gmail.com; jfuentes70@gmail.com; 
jpfunk123@yahoo.com; mdfunk@hotmail.com; gg_gag@cox.net; EddyG9@cox.
net; phickm@gmail.com; Mark.Hogan@smtechnologies.com; 
danelleindovina@yahoo.com; katie.ives@gmail.com; tjackson@timespicayune.
com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net; jennrj73@yahoo.com; mjohns9@entergy.com; 
bjones@carrolltontech.com; jujones2000@yahoo.com; giovannicjuarez@yahoo.
com; karenmj76@hotmail.com; lovekkj11@hotmail.com; stephhjuarez@yahoo.
com; sjuarez8@cox.net; erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.kuhnell@gmail.com; 
qlandry@cox.net; valandry_1214@yahoo.com; armandoleduc@yahoo.com; 
steph_lee74@yahoo.com; Loriannlevy@aol.com; smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com; 
lmanganello@carrolltontech.com; gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; 
jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; 
jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; NNiklaus@test-us.com; 
kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; wayne@bridgehouse.org; 
bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.
org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.com; nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.
com; RPIRAGUSA@aol.com; readec@carrolltontech.com; kendramail@gmail.com; 
MelodyR@unitedwaynola.org; reidlc@arlaw.com; cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com; 
russout@netzero.com; sreiher@operationkids.org; Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.
us; originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.
edu; msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; 
ernesto@kgla.tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.
soroe@bellsouth.com; sidnola@yahoo.com; Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; 
jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; TinaVega@cox.net; 
constance5171@yahoo.com; tcward@bellsouth.net; alyssaw@bb-cpa.com; 
Jeriland222@aol.com; leicachris@worldnet.att.net; m_winton@yahoo.com; Amber.
M.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; 
FaschanA@cdm.com; gnevels@cox.net; adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.
com; mla@abtinc.us; j.mike.adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; 
joycebergman@hotmail.com; Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.
bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; joshbeezley@yahoo.com; BAKIKUCHI@aol.com; 
bfreese@vbar.com; bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.
brown.experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.com; 
doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; FIRE3RD08@aol.com; 
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george@videojones.com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; 
eric@redhive.com; godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; 
rfleischmann@cox.net; Cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; hjwii@hotmail.
com; simon.heather@yahoo.com; lynncj@gmail.com; vbjesus@gmail.com; 
harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.edu; kenneth.j.leveque@lmco.com; 
Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; jeffk@southerntheaters.net; 
kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; laraway@kw.com; lsison77@yahoo.
com; mickey70122@gmail.com; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; ryanneal25@hotmail.
com; saskia2222@hotmail.com; Nawlinsdweller@aol.com; petunia666@msn.com; 
PandDGath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.pitz@gmail.com; 
paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; rhettroberts@msn.com; 
rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; thevenot@audubon-engineering.
com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; vickiesemail@cox.net; 
gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; 
Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Subject: RE: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:28:49 AM


good stuff Ben... good stuff... 
 
        -----Original Message----- 
        From: Wendy Adams [mailto:wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
        Sent: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:41 PM 
        To: CLAASSEN@aol.com 
        Cc: agreenbaum@ups.com; kujomo@gmail.com; mvnenvironmental@usace.
army.mil; bethg@krebssurvey.com; kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; melanieroy1@gmail.
com; cmpasos@cox.net; heather480b@yahoo.com; jralbano1@yahoo.com; 
EllenA@unitedwaynola.org; djjuanes1977@yahoo.com; manello@auduboninstitute.
org; binlondon@hotmail.com; Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; 
jbean@cfbean.com; mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; jude.
boudreaux@gmail.com; fitzkaren@gmail.com; amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; 
egbrett@edg.net; kencazaubon@yahoo.com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; 
jcminyme@yahoo.com; schyzyk@yahoo.com; doncos@webtv.net; John Costello; 
dawn.davis@noaa.gov; dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.Davis@maf.nasa.gov; 
adicks@lsuhsc.edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; cdusang@yahoo.com; 
Teamfreeland@cox.net; avfroelich@gmail.com; jfuentes70@gmail.com; 
jpfunk123@yahoo.com; mdfunk@hotmail.com; gg_gag@cox.net; EddyG9@cox.net; 
phickm@gmail.com; Mark.Hogan@smtechnologies.com; danelleindovina@yahoo.com; 
katie.ives@gmail.com; tjackson@timespicayune.com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net; 
jennrj73@yahoo.com; mjohns9@entergy.com; bjones@carrolltontech.com; 
jujones2000@yahoo.com; giovannicjuarez@yahoo.com; karenmj76@hotmail.com; 
lovekkj11@hotmail.com; stephhjuarez@yahoo.com; sjuarez8@cox.net; 
erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.kuhnell@gmail.com; qlandry@cox.net; 
valandry_1214@yahoo.com; armandoleduc@yahoo.com; steph_lee74@yahoo.com; 
Loriannlevy@aol.com; smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com; lmanganello@carrolltontech.
com; gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.
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net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; 
NNiklaus@test-us.com; kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; 
wayne@bridgehouse.org; bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; 
k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.com; 
nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.com; RPIRAGUSA@aol.com; readec@carrolltontech.
com; kendramail@gmail.com; MelodyR@unitedwaynola.org; reidlc@arlaw.com; 
cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com; russout@netzero.com; sreiher@operationkids.org; 
Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.us; originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; 
uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.edu; msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; Gregory.
F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; ernesto@kgla.tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; 
ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.soroe@bellsouth.com; sidnola@yahoo.com; 
Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; 
TinaVega@cox.net; constance5171@yahoo.com; tcward@bellsouth.net; alyssaw@bb-
cpa.com; Jeriland222@aol.com; leicachris@worldnet.att.net; m_winton@yahoo.com; 
Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; 
FaschanA@cdm.com; gnevels@cox.net; adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.
com; mla@abtinc.us; j.mike.adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; 
joycebergman@hotmail.com; Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.
bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; joshbeezley@yahoo.com; BAKIKUCHI@aol.com; bfreese@vbar.
com; bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.brown.
experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.com; 
doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; FIRE3RD08@aol.com; george@videojones.
com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; eric@redhive.com; 
godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; rfleischmann@cox.net; 
Cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; hjwii@hotmail.com; simon.heather@yahoo.
com; lynncj@gmail.com; vbjesus@gmail.com; harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.
edu; kenneth.j.leveque@lmco.com; Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; 
jeffk@southerntheaters.net; kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; laraway@kw.
com; lsison77@yahoo.com; mickey70122@gmail.com; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; 
ryanneal25@hotmail.com; saskia2222@hotmail.com; Nawlinsdweller@aol.com; 
petunia666@msn.com; PandDGath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.
pitz@gmail.com; paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; 
rhettroberts@msn.com; rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; 
thevenot@audubon-engineering.com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; 
vickiesemail@cox.net; gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; SMidura@cityofno.
com; AFielkow@cityofno.com 
        Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
        
        
        great letter Ben! im all for pump to the river myself.  u familiar w/it? pump to 
the river is considered a "drainage" solution and this station is considered flood 
protection.  we need both. the corp argument is: they wont do it, two different 
projects two monies, their project is flood protection only. asinine f'ed up stuff, huh? 
 
        i think the canals should be filled in. 







        
        keep up the campaign.  great stuff! 
        
         
 
 
 
        On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 2:38 PM, <CLAASSEN@aol.com> wrote: 
        
 
                
                Wendy et al, 
                 
                lots of other space-- are the apartments nearest to the beach redone? see 
map in file 
                 
                my concerns--------------------- 
                 
                Dear Army Corps Project Manager for 17th Street Canal Pumps, 
                 
                 
                I have tried to understand the goals and projects that the Corps is doing 
to protect the city of New Orleans from levee breaks and save the destruction by 
flooding, which unfortunately has already occurred. 
                 
                As one of many citizens who have no confidence in the analysis and 
solutions in the Corps plans, I am also at a loss to understand the option to add 
pumps where a viable sand volleyball complex is thriving. 
                 
                Please sharpen your pencils, adjust your calculations and do not acquire 
ANY of the volleyball complex that Bruce White has worked so hard to bring back. 
                 
                Outstanding questions: 
                 
                Why did the quick fix pumps right by the bridge go in, in the first place? 
                Quick, a knee jerk reaction to flooding when it was too late, (after the 
flood)  with the only value being to cover the very low risk chance of Katrina 2 
striking the levees within the next three years? 
                 
                How is it that the pumping capacity is not additive so that the same 
pumps should remain with parallel of series pumping additions to either add higher 
volume or higher lift, respectively? 
                 
                In the site plan, why are the locations closest to the present pumps not 
preferable to the sand volleyball complex? 
                 
                What citizen value of the sand volleyball complex is being used in the 







economic evaluation? 
                 
                Ben Claassen, 
                 
                Citizen of Mid City and volleyball player for 30 plus years 
                
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                 
                In a message dated 5/14/2009 7:52:00 A.M. Central Daylight Time, 
wendyaadams@gmail.com writes: 
 
                        
                        Dear Mr Owen, 
                        
                        My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut 
Beach volleyball community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during 
Katrina, and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
                        Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are 
volleyball fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity 
that will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 
great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or socializing in 
a smokey bar room.  
                        Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and 
soul of what New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started 
on net 18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my 
office, right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being outside, 
and the wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and would hang 
around after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get enough of the 
outdoors and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft team and made the 
first of many good friends.  Over the years we have worked our way up to the 
advanced level nets, and improving our volleyball but more importantly developing 
the type of friendships that can only be likened to family. For years now, season after 
season, we see each other several nights a week for hours on end.  We spend 
holidays together, enjoy all the local festivals en masse, vacation together, and never 
miss birthdays.  We are professionals and students, single and married, aged 18 thru 
to and past 60. Some of us are born and raised here, some came down for school or 
work and fell in love with the city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
                        When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but 
those of us who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up 
and running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, 
reuniting with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, 
traveling each night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to 
Coconut brought a sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life was so 
surreal. 
                        After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we 







were asked by the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why 
stay?"   The answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, 
the culture, the people...always the people. 
                        Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships 
clearly has a fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is 
expectant and deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all 
believe the effort to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, 
but surely there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at 
West End Beach. There are so many who would be devastated if we lost Coconut 
Beach.  It is not worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work and plan to 
ensure the survival and longevity of the region, if the very element we wish to 
preserve is destroyed in the process. 
                        We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and 
Coconut Beach is a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we 
are rebuilding. We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
                        
                        -Wendy Adams 
                        
                        
                        On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 6:24 AM, <agreenbaum@ups.com> wrote: 
                        
 
                                Mr. Owen, 
                                
                                Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans 
and its neighboring cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the 
years since Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm 
forced the city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to rebuild, or 
forge on to 'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was felt.  In reality, 
the loss each person felt following Katrina was really relative to their specific 
situation.  Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the closure of a favorite 
restaurant, the house you grew up in, the home you lived in, or a loved one, we all 
felt a loss.  The sad thing is that there is no way to tell the physical and emotional toll 
this has taken on the all of those affected by Katrina.  In addition to having to rebuild 
our lives and (in many cases) homes, we also had to manage those intangible losses.  
In many ways, it is those intangible things that get us through the hard times.  
However, it is those same intangible things that some people appear to be taking for 
granted. 
                                
                                Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To 
the outsider, it is just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of 
Coconut Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball 
complex.  However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball complex.  
For me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives for 20 plus 
years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our gym.  It is that 
one safe place where our children can run and play without worry.  It is where many 







met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  Whether that is an escape from 
work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 4 years, Coconut Beach is, and has 
been, that place for thousands of people for a long time.  If asked, many would tell 
you they were there to rebuild Coconut before their home.  However, if there is any 
question as to what Coconut means to its legions of supporters, I invite you to visit 
the bar and peruse the years and years of pictures on display.  In effect, you are 
walking into a lot of homes and telling them to find a new place to live. 
                                
                                Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I 
do not think we can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to 
what was once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever 
again see the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we are 
receiving greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only boosts the 
city's image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more sponsored tournaments, 
which will bring people into the city to play, watch, and support.  Again, it may be 
easy to dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, but for us it is clearly a growing 
entity benefitting its city. 
                                
                                As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, 
phone calls, & news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go 
away.  On a personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given 
night of the week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just 
welcomed a son into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to share 
the love of the sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what was, will be 
another in a long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I implore you to engineer 
another solution that will allow Coconut to continue to thrive. 
                                
                                Regards, 
                                
                                Adam Greenbaum 
                                Business Manager, UPS 
                                
                                <mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
                                
                                ________________________________ 
                                From: Wendy Adams [wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
                                Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:27 PM 
                                To: kujomo 
                                Cc: Melanie Roy; Carlos Pasos; Heather Albano; John Albano; 
Ellen Altamirano; Juan Altamirano; Meredith Anello; B; Susie b; Grace Bank; Janet 
Bean; Marissa Billings; Erin Alexander Bolles; Jude Boudreaux; Karen (Fitzgerald) 
Boudreaux; Amy Boyle; Elliott Brett; Ken Cazuban; Maria Cea; Jeanne Charlebois; 
Steven Chyzyk; Donald Costello; John Costello; Dawn Davis; Dorette Davis; Kevin C 
Davis; Amy Dickson; DMendez; chris dusang; Michael F. Freeland; Allison Froelich; 
Jorge Fuentes; Jeff Funk; Melissa Funk; Gina Gaglianno; Greenbaum Adam (nol1atg); 
Eddy J. Gutierrez; Peter Hickman; Mark Hogan; Danelle Indovina; Katie Ives; Ted 
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Jackson; estell johnson; Jennifer Johnson; Mark Johnson; Brian Jones; Julie Jones; 
Giovanni Juarez; karen juarez; Karina Juarez; Stephanie Juarez; Sandy Juarez-
Johnson; Erin Kenly; Allen Kuhnell; Quinn Landry; Vicky Landry Landry; Armando 
Leduc; STEPHANIE LEE; Lori Levy; Steve Majors; Leigh Manganello; Geneva Marney; 
Julie Marsh; J & MB Green; Andrea McNeil; J Mitchell; anna alford nelson; Nick 
Niklaus; Kris Norenberg; Dennis O'Hara; Wayne Olivio; Bora Ozkan; Holly Palermo; 
Kristie Palermo; Stu Palermo; Emily Palit; Tapash Palit; Nancy Price; Carolyn 
Przybylski; Dominick Ragusa; Christopher Reade; Kendra Reade; Melody Reed; Lee 
Reid; Cheryl Reinhard; Russell Richards; Steve Reiher; Kathy Riedlinger; Julie and 
Larry Robinson; Roy; DiLenny Rocca-Dominguez; Monica Sánchez; Gregory F 
Schieleit; Ernesto Schweikert; Jose Servin; Amanda Smithson; Ian Smithson; Thomas 
Soroe; Sidney Steabman; Jon Stoddard; Jeffrey Teague; TimRyan_NOVAC; 
TinaVega@cox.net; connie ward; Tom & Claire Ward; Alyssa Wenck; Jeri Wheeler; 
Christopher Williams; Mark Winton; Amber Ellinwood; April Villa; Darin Acosta; 
Faschan, Adam; Jenn and Garland Nevels; Kristen Adams; LACone@aol.com; Mary 
Lou Adams; Mike Adams; Rebecca; Bergman, Joyce; Bordes, Jeremy F; Marjorie 
Bilinski; Beezley, Josh; Brenda Kikuchi; Brian Freese; Bridget Falcon; chris@reine.biz; 
doug brown; carl doescher; Carol Nahrwold; Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; Chin, 
Kenny K; David Shackelford; doug; Durio, Blaise; Greg Davis; E-mail, George Matulik; 
E-mail, Jamie Muscarello; Elliott Brett; eric; Eric vb Porter; Tim Thomas (E-mail); 
Robert Fleischmann; Craig G; Michael Henry; harold sand ninja, harold sand ninja; 
Heather Simon; Lynn Hamilton; Peter Hickman; harrisdavid59@msn.com; Klein, 
Jennifer M.; Leveque, Kenneth J; Jenna Wenna; jason ortis; Jeff Klein; Kenny 
Leveque; Ken Lopez; laraway@kw.com; Linda Sison; Mickey; monicadbell@bellsouth.
net; Ryan Neal; sand Ninja, ben; sand ninja, saskia; sand ninja, Steve volleyball; 
Stephanie Plescia; panddgath@aol.com; Richard Prator; Shawn Pitz; Espinoza, Pedro; 
Roberts, Rhett; Roberts, Rhett; Randy Tabor; Rhonda Zimmer; Toby Thevenot; Toby 
Thevenot; Mays, Amber; Vickie Lory; Gail Vball; Bruce White 
                                
                                Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
                                
                                
                                Does anybody know Frank Davis?!?!  It would be great to get 
him out there to do a story Thursday or Friday night. 
                                
                                
                                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:18 PM, kujomo <kujomo@gmail.
com<mailto:kujomo@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                                Likewise. I am also working contacts on facebook and myspace. 
                                
                                Joe 
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:16 PM, Melanie Roy 
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<melanieroy1@gmail.com<mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                                I emailed mine a minute ago and I hope all you guys make 
sure we are heard!!!  Mel 
                                
                                
                                
                                On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 1:55 PM, Carlos Pasos 
<cmpasos@cox.net<mailto:cmpasos@cox.net>> wrote: 
                                I apologize if some of you get this message more than once, 
but it's just that important. feel free to cut and paste 
                                Thanks 
                                
                                Carlos Pasos 
                                Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                                
                                www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
                                504.710.8990 
                                carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                                
 
                                Dear Mr Owen 
                                I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand 
what Coconut Beach means to me and the community. 
                                18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I 
didn't know myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut 
beach became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children play 
together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in our 
community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe environment. 
Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where people can stay fit 
and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, where we all can feel 
good about ourselves and our community. 
                                After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many 
of its life long members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing 
because it was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; 
Coconut Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and 
that number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it would 
live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once was. 
                                Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send 
the wrong message about what is important in our community by ripping away even 
more than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, 
we don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help don't 
help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a positive in 
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our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
                                Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our 
lives and our community. 
                                Thanks 
                                The Pasos Family 
                                
                                
                                Carlos Pasos 
                                Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                                
                                www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
<http://www.carlospasos.com/> 
                                504.710.8990 
                                carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                                
                                830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
                                
                                
                                
                                On May 13, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Wendy Adams wrote: 
                                
                                This is an effort to bombard the USACE with emails TODAY. 
                                
                                The May 2009 plans for the Pumping station at the 17th Street 
Canal have been released and Coconut Beach will definitely be impacted.  Coconut 
Beach may soon be closed for good if we don't act in unison now.  We all believe 
flood protection is the first priority for the city but there must be a way Coconut 
Beach and the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
                                
                                We have learned that the support Coconut Beach received from 
the over two hundred volleyball players who attended the meeting at St Paul's last 
spring went over very well.  Our efforts were successful, as the ACE and the city had 
no idea we were here in such a large capacity.  Please take a break at lunchtime or a 
quick moment in your day to send Gib Owen of the ACE an email about what Coconut 
Beach means to you. 
                                
                                The May ACE report indicates that II Tony's Restaurant has 
some 2,300 emails regarding public support, and Coconut Beach has only 4.  We 
hope to blow them away by the end of the day.  Please help make it happen. 
                                
                                Please also forward your emails to friends, family, and anyone 
who could possibly help with our cause. 
                                
                                Thank you, 
                                
                                Wendy 
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                                Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                                
                                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                                
 
 
                                Bruce has also announced that the local television news 
stations will be out at Coconut tonight around 7pm. 
                                Please come out to show your support if you can. 
                                
                                
                                
                                Attached is additional information that you will need to contact 
Gib Owen. 
                                
                                I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project 
manager for the 
                                pumping station at the 17th canal for the Corp of Engineers 
                                
                                The land that Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a 
                                Permanent Acquisition Zone. 
                                
                                Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach 
would be used in the 
                                New Pumping Station. 
                                
                                Gib Owen has told us that the Corps know the value of the 
Mickey Retif 
                                Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and 
friends of the 
                                Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone 
number and 
                                please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
                                
                                Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                                
                                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                                
 
                                Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available 
at the 
                                



mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil





                                http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> Web site or, in a  
hard copy format, by 
                                
                                contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 
504-862-1337 or 
                                
                                mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 
                                
 
                                Please click on the links below to gain access to documents 
now available 
                                for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and 
projects. 
                                
                                
                                
                                ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://
www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
                                
 
                                -The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment 
(EA) # 474 and 
                                Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out 
for public 
                                review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 
16 May 
                                2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
                                
                                Thanks for your support. 
                                
                                HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
                                
                                WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
                                
                                Bruce 
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________________________________ 
 
                Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://
travel.aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?
ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 
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From: Barry Guillot
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:43:05 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
New Orleans is not known for its healthy lifestyle. I consider Coconut Beach  to 
be one of the few healthy activity destinations in the entire New Orleans region. 
The size of the complex allows people of all ages and skill levels to participate in 
a sport that many would dismiss as too extreme. The expertise and dedication of 
the Coconut Beach staff make this a place that is accessible to all. It is a 
recreation complex unlike all of the rest because it doesn't just cater to the best 
- it really gives a chance to all of the rest. 
 
Besides being a healthy activity, it also serves as a team building activity for 
many of the businesses in the New Orleans area. My team is all middle school 
teachers. Last week we played a military team. there are teams representing 
many of the area's businesses. 
 
I was shocked to see the news the other night that the idea of shutting down 
Coconut Beach was still an issue. In an area that looks like a bomb went off, 
where all of the landarks that we grew up with have disappeared, Coconut 
Beach remains as a comforting presence. Seeing so many people out there 
everynight of the week gives confidence to me and the anyone else who 
experiences this that there is hope that this area can once again thrive as it did 
in the past. 
 
Losing Coconut Beach would be devastating to to me and everyone else who 
looks forward to getting out there to relax and exercise. I do not know if there 
would be anywhere else land is available to offer resources to the amount 
diverse groups of people that now enjoy this facility. 
 
We need to be building this place up and expanding it - not tearing it down. 
 
Please consider other options. this is a valuable area to the entire region! 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
Barry Guillot 
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From: Ken Cazaubon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:58:39 PM


Dear Mr Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach has been an important part of my life for over 14 years.  It is 
where I have met many new friends and a place where I have enjoyed playing 
volleyball with my teammates.  It's a safe fun place to bring kids in a city where 
there are few options left since Katrina.  Please don't take this away from them.  
Please don't close Coconut Beach. 
 
Thanks, 
Ken Cazaubon 
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From: Erin_McNamara@laed.uscourts.gov
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save our Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:34:20 PM


 
Mr. Owen, 
 
I was very disappointed to hear the news about the possible destruction of 
Coconut Beach.  i can't speak for everyone, but I know how important this 
complex 
is to the Coconut community and our entire city.  There must be an 
alternative solution to improving our city's pumping system, rather than 
destroying, what 
most consider, our home away from home. 
 
Thank you 
 
Erin McNamara 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 7:17:09 AM


 
Please find another spot for the pump station and leave coconut beach alone 
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From: Sylvera, Rhonda
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please do not take Coconut Beach"s property away from them!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:09:11 AM


 
 
Rhonda B. Sylvera, Legal Secretary 
McGlinchey Stafford PLLC 
Direct: (504) 654-1167 
Email: rsylvera@mcglinchey.com 
 
 
 McGlinchey Stafford PLLC<http://www.mcglinchey.com/img/esignature/
esignature_mcglinchey.jpg> 
12th Floor, 601 Poydras Street 
New Orleans LA 70130 
                PO Box 60643 
New Orleans LA 70160-0643 
        
 
 
www.mcglinchey.com | www.CafaLawBlog.com 
 
Confidentiality Statement: This email may contain attorney-client privileged or 
confidential information. It is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). If you 
have received this transmission in error, immediately notify us by telephone at 
504-586-1200 and return the original message to us at McGlinchey Stafford, 
12th Floor, 601 Poydras Street, New Orleans, LA, 70130 via the United States 
Postal Service. 
 
***IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: Any tax advice contained in this email including 
any attachments, was not intended to be used, and cannot be used by you or 
anyone else, for the purpose of avoiding penalties imposed by the Internal 
Revenue Code or other law or for the purpose of marketing or recommending to 
any other party any transaction or other matter. 
 
We take steps to remove metadata in attachments sent by email, and any 
remaining metadata should be presumed inadvertent and should not be viewed 
or used without our express permission. If you receive an attachment containing 
metadata, please notify the sender immediately and a replacement will be 
provided. 
 
McGlinchey Stafford Disclaimer/Privacy Policy <http://www.mcglinchey.com/
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disclaimer.html> 
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From: Corey Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:19:49 AM


After such an awesome volleyball event this weekend, our pride and happiness 
in Coconut Beach grows even more.  It’s beyond words what Coconut Beach 
means to us.  
 
 
 
 
 
Please Save Coconut Beach! 
 



mailto:cbuck@bohbros.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Courtney Reyes
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:23:42 AM


 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Coconut beach is very important to my husband and I.  Over 5 years ago, we 
met at coconut beach and a year later he proposed to me a coconut beach.  
Coconut Beach is an important place in our community.  It is a place for families, 
singles, couples, young and older people to get together and stay active and 
healthy. We were so excited when they opened the "new" coconut beach.  
Please don't tear it down again.  It is to important to many New Orleans Area 
residents.  It is a safe and friendly environment that keeps many young people 
out of bars, nightclubs and major trouble. 
 
 
Coconut has changed my life and I would be deeply saddened to see it torn 
down, like many other special places in the city. 
 
 
With deepest regards, 
 
Courtney & Johnny Reyes 
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From: Craig Geraci
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:03:43 AM


Dear Mr. Owen: 
 
It is my understanding that you are the project manager for the 17th 
Street Canal Pumping Station project and that the Corps is in the 
process of acquiring all of Coconut Beach to meet its needs. While 
everyone in New Orleans truly appreciates the almost impossible work 
that the men and women of the Corps do, I would hate to see the Coconut 
Beach complex destroyed without considering any possible alternatives. 
With today's modern engineering practices and technology, there has to 
be a way to protect the city while keeping the complex open. The pumping 
station and complex should be able to coexist. The complex, for many 
years, has been a place for friends and family to meet and enjoy times 
together. It is a place where we all go to forget about what is going on 
in the world if only for a few hours before returning to reality. This 
place has special meaning to the thousands of people that frequent it. 
Furthermore, Coconut Beach has raised around a million dollars for 
Children's Hospital and other local charities. I am certain that you 
understand the importance of the complex to the community, and I hope 
that you will do everything in your power to help save it without 
compromising the safety of our city. 
 
Cordially, 
 
 
 
 
Craig J. Geraci, Jr. 
BIENVENU, FOSTER, RYAN & O'BANNON, LLC 
1010 Common Street, Suite 2200 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70112 
Main:   (504) 310-1500 
Fax:     (504) 310-1501 
cgeraci@bfrob.com 
 
*** CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE *** 
This electronic mail transmission and the documents accompanying it 
contain confidential information belonging to the sender which is 
protected by the attorney-client privilege and other privileges.  The 
information is intended only for the use of the person named above.  If 
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you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in 
reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify 
us by telephone at (504) 310-1500 and delete/destroy all copies. 
 








From: Alicia_Phelps@laed.uscourts.gov
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save cocoanut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:33:47 PM


 
********************* 
Alicia Phelps 
Closed Records/ Appeals 
Ext: 7668 
********************* 
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From: Jaime Gannard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save New Orleans volleyball
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:58:37 PM


Please save coconut beach!!!! 



mailto:jjgannard@cox.net

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Jeannin, Wayne C
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach NOLA
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:37:32 PM


Please do not take the beach away from the players of this facility.  I have been 
playing in the leagues and tournaments at this facility since I moved here in 
1995.  I now have children that are getting of age to play here and would be 
very disappointed if they could not continue the fun and physical reward that we 
have all enjoyed for years.  The one tournament that is played every year is the 
one to benefit Children’s Hospital.  My daughter Kaitlyn Carroll became a patient 
of Children’s Hospital in January05 and was diagnosed with Leukemia.  That was 
how our 2005 started and later that year we had to deal with Katrina.  This place 
is sacred to the people that come to it and will be for generation.  Thanks for 
listening, Wayne Jeannin 
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From: Liz Sansone
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Cocunut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:19:32 AM


 Please save coconut beach 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Sansone 
Project Manager 
 
5th Avenue Partners 
 
1047 5th Avenue 
 
San Diego, Ca 92101 
 
p. 619.515.3056 
 
f.  619.515.3057 
 
cid:image005.jpg@01C964F4.98F8A680 
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From: Jessica White
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:01:21 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I hope this email finds you well.  I am writing you to let you know how important 
Coconut Beach is to the New Orleans Community.  I understand that at first 
glance, Coconut Beach is just a playground - nothing special.  I assure you that 
this assumption is absolutely incorrect. 
 
Coconut Beach is a community, it is a family, and for so many it IS New 
Orleans.  Coconut Beach is where so many of our citizen go to work out, blow 
off steam, grab a drink, meet a friend, and relax.  Coconut Beach is people's 
gym, neighborhood bar, dating service, and psychiatrist.  It is their third place - 
a place outside of work and home that is theirs. 
 
On any given night, you will see entire families playing in the sand, people 
walking their dogs, and newcomers being welcomed with open arms. I've spent 
my entire life at Coconut Beach, and I can tell you the impact it has had on 
people's lives is incredible.  So many lost and confused kids who could have 
easily fallen through the cracks found the beach and found a way to spend their 
Saturday Nights not on Bourbon St.  Instead, they learned a sport, learned 
discipline, and now continue to give back to the community.  It has been where 
people have met their significant others (its even held a wedding!). To remove 
Coconut Beach would destroy over 20 years of hard work that not just the staff 
but the entire community has created.  
 
Additionally, Coconut Beach provides a tremendous number of tax dollars every 
year that go back to maintaining the West End Area.  Why would you choose to 
destroy a place that continues to give back to the community? 
 
Coconut Beach has lost its land once, and came back - rebuilt entirely by private 
money.  It can not afford to do this again.  By choosing to move Coconut Beach, 
you will be destroying one of the most unique things this city has to offer. 
 
We all agree that there needs to be better protection of our city.  No one doubts 
the necessity of a pumping station.  All that I ask, is that when looking at 
Coconut Beach - please don't think of it as solely a recreational space.  It is so 
much more.  It is equivalent to some people's church's, their school, and their 
home.  To impact Coconut Beach with this construction would be a huge loss for 
our great city. 
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Thank you for your time.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica White 
 
-- 
Jessica White 
(504) 251-1213 
@jessica_white 
linkedin.com/in/jessicawhite 
 








From: Brian J. Jones
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach - Please Protect
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:30:04 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me and the community. 
 
 
 
I moved to New Orleans 12 years ago.  It was the first place that I met new and 
future friends.  It has maintained an important part of my life and the lives of my 
child and friends.  We spend much of our time playing volleyball and socializing 
in one of the only places in New Orleans that we can on a regular basis. 
 
 
 
In the days following Katrina, I spent much of my time working out there to help 
get the complex up and running.  Old friends were found after the disaster, and 
relationships were reborn.  The time that I have had there is one of the few bits 
of glue that have kept me sane and attached to staying in New Orleans. 
 
 
 
I implore you to protect one of the few places that family and friends can hang 
out together in a city that has few real positives going for it at this point. 
 
 
 
Please listen to our voices.  This is our home. 
 
 
 
-Brian 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian J. Jones 
Chief Operations Officer 
Carrollton Technology Partners 
bjones@carrolltontech.com 
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(P) 504.299.8333 
(F) 504.299.8337 
 
 
 
643 Magazine Street 
 
Suite 400 
 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 
 
 








From: Laura LeBon
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:49:44 PM


May 14, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
I am writing to you tonight in support of saving Coconut Beach and  
Mickey Retif Playground, which is located adjacent to the 17th Street  
Canal and the Jefferson / Orleans Parish Line in Louisiana.  As a  
resident of Lakeview, New Orleans, I can appreciate the importance of  
preventing another flood.  My family and I lost our home, our  
vehicles, and (some may argue) our sanity when the levee burst two  
blocks from our home and sent nine feet of water reeling through my  
neighborhood, drowning and displacing many of my neighbors forever.   
Nothing can replace what we once had.  PLEASE do not take my  
recreation too. 
 
For decades Coconut Beach has provided clean, family friendly  
relaxation and sport for anyone who wished to participate.  As a  
mother of two, I sincerely treasure the opportunity to regularly  
bring my children to an event that we will all truly enjoy without  
emptying my wallet, as real opportunities for fun that the entire  
family can actually enjoy are rare.  As an eight-hours-a-day-behind- 
the-computer worker, I truly treasure the opportunity for low impact,  
aerobic exercise and the chance to kick back, socialize, and network  
with other New Orleanians.  Coconut Beach should be preserved and  
protected. 
 
Before the Corps takes more land than necessary, please review the  
plans for the pumping station and determine what land is actually  
necessary for adequate hurricane protection.  I find it hard to  
believe that with the technology that exists today that a good, solid  
solution to the problem of storm surge protection cannot be found  
without taking the bulk of the waterfront property at the canal  
inlet.  Please ask the powers that be at the USACE to reconsider the  
termination of a valuable community tradition. 
 
Yours truly, 
 



mailto:lauraofvarden@yahoo.com
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Laura LeBon 
125 Stafford Place 
New Orleans LA 70124 








From: julie naquin
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: julie naquin; 
Subject: DONT STEAL COCONUT BEACH LAND!!!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:33:36 PM


Coconut Beach has been a staple in the lives of lots of teens, college kids and 
adults all enjoying volleyball and socializing. dont steal more land from someone 
already on the OTHER SIDE of the levee to make changes and protection that 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE 1ST PLACE!!! Coconut Beach is part of 
Lakeview and part of New Orleans. Quit screwing everything up for everyone 
who actually cares! 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks and have a great day! 
------------------------------------------- 
julie naquin 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:julie@jndllc.com
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From: MathFlex
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: CB
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:18:39 AM


Mr. Owens, 
 
 
 
While protecting the city is of utmost importance, so is the recreational facilities 
that provide sanity to the residents.  Please find an alternative to destroying 
Coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Betty Vix 
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From: patrick.marks@sanofi-aventis.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:26:21 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
 
     When I was a freshman in high school our P.E. teacher informed us of a 
brand new complex that offered sand volleyball, free of charge.  From that point 
on it quickly became a safe meeting ground for high school students on those 
half days during exam week.  Since those memorable, stress free days of high 
school some 21 years ago Coconut Beach has transformed into something much 
more meaningful to me and now a wife and child as well.  After I got married I 
stopped playing softball and began playing in weeknight volleyball leagues at 
Coconut Beach because it was an activity that my wife and I could do together.  
My son is now at an age where he can come along with us and play with any of 
the many children that also come with their parents.  He looks forward to 
coming out to the beach just as much as we look forward to playing in our 
league.  With regards to the recent commandeering of Coconut Beach by the 
USACE, I hope that you can come to some resolution that includes keeping as 
much of Coconut Beach in-tact as possible.  
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Patrick L. Marks, Jr. 
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From: Remi Viada
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Spare Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:16:54 AM
Attachments: image810f6e.jpg@d9dc76f5.349a4653 


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I am sure you are getting hundreds of emails and calls regarding the situation at 
Coconut Beach, so I don’t want to burden you with a long, involved letter.  But I 
do want to let you know that the impact that the complex has on the people of 
New Orleans is much greater than the average person realizes.  The people who 
play and work there embrace the complex as a family and a home. 
 
 
 
If there is ANY way that the Corp can develop a plan that will take only some of 
the land that is used for Volleyball and allow Coconut Beach to still remain in 
existence, I can assure you that impact would be much greater than you can 
imagine. 
 
 
 
We all understand the necessity of a permanent pumping station, we just ask 
that the Corp tries to develop a plan that allows Coconut Beach to coexist with 
the new station.  More people’s livelihoods and general well being depend on the 
complex than most realize. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Remi Viada 
 
 
 
Remi Viada 
 
Group Sales Account Executive 
 
New Orleans Hornets 
 
1250 Poydras St., 19th Floor 
 



mailto:Remi.Viada@hornets.com
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New Orleans, LA 70113 
 
O 504.593.4965  -  F 1.866.209.9543 
 
Remi.Viada@Hornets.com <mailto:SRemi.Viada@Hornets.com> 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FANS! <http://www.nba.com/hornets/news/
Thank_You_Fans_2009_Schedule-311743-2057.html> 
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From: Greg Kolenovsky
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:19:01 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
I am writing this note to you about saving Coconut Beach. 
 
I've played volleyball at Coconut Beach for over 10 years now, and it is one of 
the main reasons I still live in New Orleans. The friendships I have made through 
my volleyball playing at Coconut Beach are a big reason of why I am now so 
deeply rooted in New Orleans. I've had several opportunities to leave New 
Orleans over the years, particularly since Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Our friend group started out about 10 years ago as a group of fun single people 
looking for something positive and healthy to do with our time. We began 
playing together and formed friendships and even began volunteering locally 
together. Our group of over 40 people would meet up to volunteer by helping 
clean schools and playgrounds, painting houses and mentoring kids. Then we'd 
head over to Coconut Beach to play some pickup volleyball. We found each other 
at volleyball, and as a result, we encouraged each other to be better people and 
better citizens of New Orleans - an impact that is difficult to quantify and 
measure but the results cannot be denied! 
 
This group is now mostly married, many have children and our dynamincs have 
changed, but we still meet up at Coconut Beach to play volleyball, talk about our 
lives and the city we love.  Our kids now come with us to "the Beach" and love 
playing in the "big sandbox" -- what kid wouldn't love that! 
 
I can't quite express how glad I am that my family and I live in New Orleans and 
have decided to stay. I have an amazing life filled with a family of friends that 
keep me going every day, and it really all started with/at Coconut Beach. Our 
group of friends were included in the ones cleaning up Coconut Beach after 
Katrina so that we would have an outlet to release some of the stress of the 
aftermath, and we wouldn't hesitate to do it again if needed. 
 
Please consider this note and all of the other emails, letters and phone calls you 
are likely receiving in your decision to locate the new pumping station.  Please 
do not take Coconut Beach from us.  There have to be other viable options.  I 
know you are in a difficult position with this and there is a lot of controversy 
surrounding the flood protection projects.  But again, please do not take away 
Coconut Beach. 
 
Thanks for your time and consideration, Mr Owen! 
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Long live Coconut Beach! 
 
Greg Kolenovsky 
New Orleanian & Coconut Beach Volleyball Player 








From: ISS New Orleans   ISS-New Orleans
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:32:50 PM


Dear Sirs, 
 
 
 
I have been going to Coconut Beach ever since it began in 1988 and it has 
become a major part of my life as well to others. Over the past 21 years, I have 
had children and they too have become affected by this sport complex. Every 
time spring rolls around, the first thing my children ask is “When are we going 
out to Coconut Beach?” It will be a difficult thing to tell them it no longer exists 
like something from a history book. Hurricane Katrina did enough damage and 
disappointment for the city already. I don’t want my children as well as myself to 
only have memories of Coconut Beach. We wish to continue to go to an area of 
New Orleans like no other in the United States where everyone knows each 
other and enjoys this part of West End which is the only place left. 
 
 
 
Taking over this land to build another pumping station isn’t going to save New 
Orleans from another Katrina. You know, I know and the City of New Orleans 
knows it!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
(As Agents Only) 
 
 
 
Stephen Story 
 
Offshore Operations 
 
Tel:       (504) 599-8700 
 
Fax:      (504) 599-8726 
 
Mobile:  (504) 292-5628 
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DC:       146*23705*5 
 
Email: offshore.usgulf@iss-shipping.com <mailto:offshore.usgulf@iss-shipping.
com> 
 
          allseas.neworleans@iss-shipping.com <mailto:allseas.neworleans@iss-
shipping.com> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(As Agents Only) 
 
Inchcape Shipping Services – A World of Local Expertise 
 
This e-mail (including any attachments) may contain confidential, proprietary or 
privileged information. It may be read, copied and used only by the intended 
recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this message you must not 
use, disseminate or copy it in any form or take any action in reliance on it. If you 
have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by return 
e-mail. Please then delete the e-mail and any copies of it and do not disclose the 
contents to any person. We believe but do not warrant, that this e-mail and any 
attachments are virus free. You should take full responsibility for virus checking. 
Inchcape Shipping Services and its affiliated companies reserve the right to 
monitor all email communications through their internal and external networks. 
 
v1.0 
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From: Rodolfo.Araujo@Intralox.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: IMPORTANT: Coconut Beach 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:26:47 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rodolfo Araújo 
 
International Account Rep. 
 
Intralox L.L.C.  -  PMH  & Tire Team 
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Ligação Gratuita: 0800-771-4325 
 
Fax Gratuito: 0800-771-4324 
 
New Orleans: 504-570-2388 
 
rodolfo.araujo@intralox.com <mailto:rodolfo.araujo@intralox.com> 
 
brasil@intralox.com <mailto:brasil@intralox.com> 
 
www.intralox.com <http://www.intralox.com/> 
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From: Daniel Snell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Spare Our Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:00:25 AM


Mr. Owen: 
 
I am writing to you today to voice my support for keeping Coconut Beach open.  
I understand that the land that it currently sits on is in the process of being 
acquired by the Corps for the purposes of this "IER5" Project.  I don't 
understand all the details of it, but I have been to the NOLA Environmental 
website and see that is a very complicated proposal with many options and 
details to be considered.  BUT, if there is any way, that the land for Coconut 
Beach can be spared, for us to still have our volleyball complex to enjoy for 
many more years, the complex that was rebuilt through so much hard work and, 
well, basically, love of its patrons after Katrina, then please, please, consider at 
least that. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Daniel Snell 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® goes with you. Get it on your BlackBerry or iPhone. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Mobile?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Mobile1_052009> 
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From: John Evans
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:15:32 AM
Attachments: Picture 1.png 


Gib, 
 
I had the opportunity to go over and experience Coconut Beach for the first time 
on Friday.  I have to say, their is no place that even comes close to being like 
Coconut Beach in this city.  I also realized how much Coconut Beach means to a 
lot of people.  It seemed to be some peoples second home.  The manager told 
me their tag line is, "it's a lifestyle."  Well they are right on.  
 
Gib, if you haven't already done so, I ask you to please go over there this week 
and just experience it for yourself.  
 
The Army Corp really should consider another option for the pumping station.  I 
understand the importance of what the Army Corp is trying to do, and how you 
are trying to serve and protect the city for the greater good.  That being said, 
other options have to be available or considered.  
 
I appreciate your time and hope to hear from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Evans 
Brand Strategist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
504.522.4377 
504.610.7462 (cell) 
504.522.4399 (fax) 
jevans@hessmarketing.com 
 
 
www.hessmarketing.com 
www.hessmarketing.blogspot.com 
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From: Dory Tarver
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:18:46 AM


Please find another space for the pumping station.  Everyone realizes the 
importance of the project but surely there is another space that can be utilized. 
 
Dorothy L. Tarver 
Orrill, Cordell & Beary, L.L.C. 
1010 Common Street – Suite 3100 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 
Telephone: (504) 299-8724 
Facsimile:  (504) 299-8735 
Email:        dlt@ocblaw.com 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
This message is being sent to you by or on behalf of an attorney. It is intended 
exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This 
communication may contain information that is proprietary, privileged or 
confidential or other wise legally exempt from disclosure. If you are not the 
named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy or 
disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete all copies of the 
message. 
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From: Heather Albano
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:22:49 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am joining the many taking the time to write and express how important 
Coconut Beach is to me, my family, my friends and our community.  It is a safe, 
healthy and fun environment for spending our time.  It is one of the things that 
makes our city special and the reason we want to stay and raise our family here.  
I began playing volleyball at Coconut Beach over 10 years ago.  It has been an 
integral part of my life.  The friends I met there are the ones I now call family.  
Our tribe is a mix of ages and backgrounds.  I met my husband playing at 
Coconut and we take our 2 daughters to play in the sand now.  I am looking 
forward to watching them play volleyball with their own friends as they grow up.  
I find it difficult to adequately express what Coconut Beach means to our family.  
Having Coconut Beach alive and well was part of our decision to purchase a 
home in Lakeview.  It is a sign of growth and recovery in our city.  Going out to 
play volleyball gave our lives normalcy after Katrina.  Please don't destroy 
something that is such a force of positivity and success in our city. 
 
Thank you, 
Heather Albano 
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From: Michael Swenson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach volleyball
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:57:03 PM
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From: Chalmette
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE THE BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:26:42 PM


PLEASE LET'S KEEP THIS BEACH!!  IT'S A FUN TIME FOR ALL AGES AND WE 
DON'T HAVE MUCH LEFT IN NEW ORLEANS, METAIRIE,AND  CHALMETTE 
AREAS FOR DIFFERNET AGES TO HAVE FUN. BELIEVE IT OR NOT COCONUT 
BEACH IS A FAMILY THING!! 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  
SAVE THE BEACH!!!!!!! 
 



mailto:Chalmette@Fat-Tuesday.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Colosino, JR
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Marsh, Julie (BANK); 
Subject: SAVE Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:00:20 AM
Attachments: Colosino, JR.vcf 


Mr. Gibbs, 
 
 
 
I am writing you on behalf of the Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut 
Beach. 
 
 
 
First, I understand that you have a job to do. I also understand that we, the 
people of this city, trust you to keep us and our city safe from natural disasters. 
I want you to do that job first and do that job well. I wish you the best in that 
endeavor and as a citizen of this city I want to say if there is anything I can do 
to help you keep us safe (besides pay my taxes) please let me know. 
 
 
 
I also understand that some of the land you are considering for the site of your 
new 17th street pumping station is the Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut 
Beach. This complex is part of what makes New Orleans the city I know and 
love. I have lived here for most of my life and grew up watching my parents play 
at the beach on Friday nights. The beach has always had a family atmosphere; it 
welcomes singles, parents, children and pets alike. It is a place where anyone of 
any skill level can come and play with our without a team. This beauty of this 
sport complex is its size and space. There are many courts where kids can run 
and play, where the adults can have a good competitive game and no one 
interferes with each other. This is a complex where families, pets and the like 
can get a drink, some dinner or a snack and play or just watch some good 
wholesome sand volleyball. There are penalties for cursing and unsportsmanlike 
play to keep a good example for those youngsters who are watching. This 
complex is a great place for the people of New Orleans can come to mingle. Hell, 
I met my future wife playing volleyball at Coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
In addition, this sport complex is also where some of the best of the best in the 
country come to compete in many tournaments each year. The level of play at 
this complex rivals any in the country. 
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Also, this complex raises thousands and thousands of dollars for many different 
charities, namely Children’s Hospital. It also holds one of the biggest single 
annual high school events in the city, Slam and Jam where thousands of high 
school kids come to play and raise money for charity. 
 
 
 
Mr. Gibbs, these are just a few of the reasons to keep this place open and alive. 
Many of us will continue to make memories at this place if you allow it. Again, I 
am not here to tell you how to do your job. I want you to do what is best for us 
and best for our beautiful city. I just hope you can take a second look at this 
cite, and save us a little space to keep our complex alive. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
Junior Colosino 
Field Service and Sales Engineer 
CRESCENT Power Systems 
129 Polk St. 
 
New Orleans, LA  70124 
phone: 888.751.3880 or 504.482.5616 
fax: 888.751.3881 or 504.482.8036 
 
cell: 504.329.3095 
 
 
 








From: Brad Hahn
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 8:32:11 AM


Dear Mr. Owen: 
 
I have been playing vollyball out at coconut beach sinse 2002.  I have enjoyed 
every minute of my time there and I look forward to playing every week, 
sometimes twice a week.  I was extremelly excited when the complex reopened 
after Katrina.  
 
I want you to know that coconut beach is very important to me and to so many 
other people as well.  I have enjoyed playing there with my friends and I have 
met so many new people there.  It is a great environment to get some physical 
activity during a stressful work week, and hang out with good people and have a 
good time.  I would be very dissapointed if coconut beach was ever shut down.  
Usually when thursday comes around, I know I am supposed to be out at 
coconut beach for a vollyball game, but if coconut beach is closed down I will 
have to find some other way to stay out of trouble.  I really hope that the Corps 
can work with Bruce and Mike to reslove this issue in a way that will have a 
minimal impact on coconut beach.  
 
Thanks, 
Brad Hahn 
 
SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
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From: Calamari, Tim (WHC New Orleans)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:15:04 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Just wanted to email you and let you know my feelings on the coconut beach 
topic.  Obviously, the safety and protection of people and their property takes a 
much higher priority, other variables should be considered:  are there other 
options on the location, could there be a minimal impact on coconut beach.  This 
is a public park that thousands enjoy every week, could the corp support moving 
the complex?  My wife, neighbors and co-workers have been playing there for 10 
years or so and really look forward our weekly get together on the courts.  This 
complex is like nothing else in the city.  Softball takes a lot of people with a lot 
of skill.  Volleyball is one of the few coed sports and we would really miss it. 
 
 
 
Tim Calamari 
 
Systems Engineer 
 
Westway Holdings Corporation 
 
504-636-4274 Office 
 
504-636-4374 Fax 
 
504-616-5987 Mobile 
 
tim.calamari@westway.com <mailto:tim.calamari@westway.com> 
 
 
 
 
This message is confidential and intended solely for the use of the named 
addressee(s). It may contain information that is covered or protected by legal, 
professional or other privilege, work product immunity or other legal rules. Any 
unauthorized use or dissemination of this message or any part of it is prohibited 
and liability (in negligence or otherwise) arising out of any action, or 
forbearance, by a third party on information contained in this message is hereby 
excluded. If you have received this communication in error please notify us by e-
mail (it@westway.com) or by telephone (504-525-9741) and then delete this e-
mail and any copies of it from your computer system. This e-mail has been 
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scanned for viruses but it is your full responsibility for virus checking. 








From: jmarcel@bohbros.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:22:43 PM


Please don't take a complex like coconut beach away from the community. This 
place has brought so many people together and I would hate to see it go.  I 
have so many memories from various tournaments. It is now starting to get 
national publicity. To take this away would deal a serious blow to the volleyball 
and recreation community. 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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From: wendyandkevin@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:41:45 PM


This small part of the city has come back with such force......take it away and 
you take away progress.  Bad message to send to the rest of the country. 
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From: Bueiz, Jose R
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Sejo; 
Subject: Please Help.  Save Coconut Beach.
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:26:13 PM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
 
 
I am writing you on behalf of Coconut Beach and as one of its faithful players.  I 
been playing at Coconut Beach now for two years straight; 5 years off & on.  I 
find that it is my place to go to relax and melt away all of my work and personal 
stresses. 
 
 
 
I challenge the Army Corps of Engineers to figure out a way to allow the building 
of a new Pumping Station and Coconut Beach to peacefully coexist.  From what I 
understand Coconut Beach will be used as staging grounds to build the new 
Pumping Station.  With so much vacant land in the area I wonder why the Corps 
could not use another location.  I think something could be worked out.  Here 
are my suggestions and ideas: 
 
 
 
Keeping Coconut Beach as is – 
 
(1)   The Corps could take over the parking area North of Coconut Beach (West 
End Park Parking Area).  I am sure players would prefer this over having there 
complex eliminated.  Players can find parking around the West End Park grounds. 
 
(2)   The Corps could take over West End Park itself.  From my observations no 
one uses the Park, and to me (from what I remember) has become an eye soar 
compared to the way it was before Katrina.  West End Park is not maintained as 
often as it should; so The Corps may be doing someone a favor taking over the 
Park.  After the Pumps are complete the Park could be restored to its Pre-Katrina 
beauty. 
 
(3)   And a friend of mine mentioned that The Corps could also use barges as 
staging like a lot of construction companies do to build over or near water (i.e. 
Slidell Twin Spans). 
 
 
 



mailto:jose.r.bueiz@lmco.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

mailto:jrbueiz@gmail.com





Relocating Coconut Beach near by – 
 
(1)   The Corps, along with the City, could help move Coconut Beach to West 
End Park.  As I mentioned previously, the Park does not seem to be maintained 
properly and relocating Coconut Beach to West End Park grounds could be a 
step in a positive direction, putting the Park to good use.  With help from the 
Corps and its equipment this would probably not be too difficult a task.  I know 
that there would be plenty of volunteers out there to help the Corps and the City 
if necessary, like there were after Katrina, to rebuild. 
 
(2)   Another relocation area could be the Wend End Park Parking Lot.  The 
parking lot could be converted to make a wonderful complex.  Again, players can 
find their parking around West End Park itself, or a part of West End Park could 
be converted into parking for the complex. 
 
 
 
 
 
I recently purchased a home in Lakeview and one of the positive things about 
living in the neighborhood is being so close to Coconut Beach.  I would be able 
to bike ride, jog or walk to my games at the Complex.  Please help us keep 
Coconut Beach alive, let’s coexist.  If you need anything from me let me know. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Jose R. Bueiz 
 
jrbueiz@gmail.com 
 
Coconut Beach Player 
 
Lakeview Resident 
 
 
 








From: Jessyca Sulfsted
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE DON"T TAKE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:58:26 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I have been playing at Coconut Beach since it opened. I was devastated when it 
got washed away by Katrina. The fact that we were able to rebuild so quickly 
was amazing. It provided a sense of normalcy to so many of us who had lost so 
much. It's our home. 
 
I understand that you have a job to do, and that it is a difficult one. I do not 
have the answers, but I want you to know how important this beach is to the 
city and community. 
 
WE LOVE COCONUT BEACH! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jessyca Sulfsted 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
<http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009> 



mailto:jsulfsted22@hotmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009

http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009






From: Joe Taylor
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject:  coconut beach, don"t do it!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:37:10 PM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 It would be a total injustice to everyone who loves Coconut Beach volleyball 
complex to have it destroyed once again. Those who volunteered, donated and 
fought to rebuild our beloved facility after Katrina consider this attempt by the 
USACE completly unacceptable and insulting. I know I speak for all who play and 
visit this area that we do not want or need any further interference from the 
Corps and it should remain there as it is the way we rebuilt it.  Coconut Beach 
has been a source where millions of dollars have been raised for great causes 
like Childrens Hospital and much more. We implore to you don't do it, find 
another way and do the right thing, you know there are other options. 
 
Thank you, 
 
J. Taylor 
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From: Brooke Pickney
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: appelc@legis.state.la.us; larep081@legis.state.la.us; quinnj@legis.state.la.


us; white323@cox.net; Mike Woods; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:19:28 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
I have never emailed any elected official or any government agency about an 
issue or cause before; however I feel compelled to write to you to ask you to 
help save Coconut Beach, the Mickey Retif Beach Volleyball Compound on the 
Lake.  Everyone has been made aware that the USACE wants to acquire 10 - 
100% for the permanent pump station.  Don't get me wrong, I am NOT against 
this and I am an advocate for the Corps, however Coconut Beach is a valuable 
recreational complex for the city.  
 
 
 
I have been playing at Coconut Beach since I got back from college in 2003, and 
even played out there in High School.  I know I am out there playing 2 - 3 nights 
per week, and my friends and I go out there on Sundays and play for 3 to 4 
hours - just for fun!!  Hundreds of people, myself included, consider Coconut 
Beach our "nightly home".  We are there so often it has become home.  I have 
met more people and established more friendships at Coconut Beach than I ever 
imagined.  If the Corps thinks that taking some of land will help save the city in 
the event of another catastrophic event, then yes take some, but not all of it!!  
 
 
 
Coconut Beach is a safe, fun atmosphere for people to play ball (exercise!!!), 
hang out with friends, relax and have fun.  Yes it also has a bar, but players go 
out there to play - its an invaluable alternative to hanging out at just a bar or on 
Bourbon or in places where people don't belong because they just get in to 
trouble.  In all of the years I have been out there, I have never heard of any sort 
of crime or offense or anything!!  It's one of the safest places in the city and you 
want to take it away??  Besides that, the facility has been a fixture in the city 
since 1988.  It is the largest man made sand complex in the United States (and 
you want to take that away??  That's actually something New Orleans can take 
PRIDE in!), with over 4,000 players a week (a week!!!!!) participating and has 
hosted over 524 tournaments with over 18,000 teams that have participated in 
the leagues. Coconut has also raised over $1,000,000.00 for Children Hospital 
and other charities. 
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Coconut Beach is a place for people of all ages, from teens to 60's where age 
doesn't matter, background doesn't matter, nothing matters except playing 
volleyball and having fun.  It would truly be a shame to lose this playground.  
Bruce White and Mike Drury have put so much of their hearts, sweat, time & 
love into this facility, and all it does is better the state!  It betters the City of 
New Orleans (which isn't that what we are trying to do?  And isn't that what's 
needed??).  The Corps does not need all of the land.  Leave some for the people 
who live at Coconut, who look forward to going out there in the evenings, who 
can't wait for the day to end so they can go play volleyball with their friends.  
Coconut Beach's home is on the Lakefront, on West End.  It means more to the 
people who play out there, who live out there than you would ever know or 
could ever imagine. 
 
 
 
I know if it comes down to the public debate it will be Save Volleyball Courts vs. 
Save the City of New Orleans.  It doesn't have to be that way - both can 
happen.  If the Corps needs to take some of the land, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, 
for the sake of one of the most popular, safe, entertaining and loved places in 
the entire City of New ORleans and surrounding areas, please lean towards 10% 
if using any of that land is a necessity.  PLEASE DON'T TAKE AWAY COCONUT 
BEACH! 
 
 
 
I implore you to consider the impact of this facility on the public and the people 
who use it!  PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!! 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
Brooke Pickney 
 
I LOVE COCONUT BEACH NOLA!!! 
 








From: pr1840@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: 17th street canal pumping station
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:26:07 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to voice my concerns over plans by the Corps to expropriate the 
property currently being used as the Coconut Beach volleyball complex for a 
permanent pumping station at the 17th street canal. 
 
As a long-time patron of Coconut Beach, going back to my high school years, I 
can say that the complex is truly unique in our city and offers one of the very 
few venues for adult recreation.  I learned to play volleyball at coconut beach 
and I hope to one day teach my children how to play there.  
 
I certainly understand and support the intiative to protect our city from the 
threat of flooding presented by Lake Pontchatrain and the many canals running 
throughout the city.  However, I believe this goal can be accomplished without 
expropriation of the Coconut Beach complex.  I look around and see many 
properties in the 17th Street Canal area still sitting vacant (including the large 
parking lot that formerly serviced Brunings, Fitzgerald's and The Dock)  and can't 
help but think expropriation of Coconut Beach may be an example of the Corps 
taking the easiest path, rather than the best one.   
 
It should be telling that all of these businesses did not return to the area, but 
through the hard work and dedication of its patrons and owners, Coconut Beach 
has.  Please reconsider the initiative to expropriate this property. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Jonathan Cerise 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi>  



mailto:pr1840@aol.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi

http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi

http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi






From: Matherne, Nathaniel
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:55:21 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
While you likely are not the final decision maker in the chain of command that is 
ultimately responsible for the fate of our beloved Coconut Beach, the project 
manager is a good place to start for me.  After all, if it’s wrong, it’s always our 
fault. I know. If you would be so kind as to forward my thoughts on the rumored 
possible fate of this complex, I’d appreciate it. And I’ll try to stay brief and as 
politically neutral as possible… My anger about this is not with you so please 
don’t take it personally. 
 
 
 
First, this facility not only serves as a retreat for thousands of locals to gather 
and be social, stay in shape, and exercise our daily stress by smashing a magical 
leather ball around, it serves as an area for fund raising activities (case & point 
being the Children’s Hospital Tourney) that support our local citizens and 
community. No price can be put on helping fellow man, or children, in this case. 
Advise your superiors to buy a heart if they think otherwise… 
 
 
 
Second, this facility, as mentioned above, serves as one of the premier locations 
for us athletes to exercise, be social, mix business w/ pleasure, etc. You can’t 
put a price on that. 
 
 
 
Third, Coconut Beach is a facility that, though its rules and the examples set by 
the older players, serves as a golden outlet to mentor the local youth in 
sportsmanship, competing fairly, etc. Perhaps if some of our politicians were 
raised with Coconut Beach in their lives, corruption might not be so rampant. 
Just a thought… 
 
 
 
I’m sure you’ll receive dozens of e-mails other than mine that will express the 
true passion of the players and their families so I’ll let them take care of the 
more emotional out-pouring. As soon as I complete my assignment here in a few 
months, I look forward to returning to my 3 day/wk volleyball regimen that I had 
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to sadly leave behind just to assure myself of stable income in these tough 
times. Most people have lost enough in the last 4-5 years. Why make them give 
up something else they love and have cherished for DECADES? 
 
 
 
And if there is no alternative, I would challenge the corps and the savior known 
as our Federal government to make the facility and its players whole by 
relocating to a near-by area. As I recall, there is massive amounts of empty 
space to the ENE where the dock restaurants once stood. Use your omnipotent 
“this land is the government’s and there’s nothing you can do about it” power to 
claim that area, bequeath it, and restore the facility. It’s not fair that we lose 
something we love and to replace it have to travel into another STATE to find an 
equivalent. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Nathaniel Matherne 
 
Project Engineer 
 
 
 
"Issues & problems identified early prevent failure and catastrophe later." 
 
 
 








From: Grant Alexander
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 8:22:12 AM


Mr. Owen: 
 
I am emailing you to express my concern about the potential use of Coconut 
Beach to build a new pumping station.  Most of my friends and I enjoy using this 
complex for recreational activity.  More importantly, however, the complex 
serves as a great place for school age kids (elementary through high school) to 
occupy their free time.  If the kids are playing at Coconut Beach, they cannot get 
in trouble elsewhere.  Please do not build on Coconut Beach. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Grant Alexander 
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From: Mary Senoyuit
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:07:23 AM


 
To whom it my concern: 
 
Coconut Beach is an important part of New Orleans; it plays an active role in the 
lives of many of the city's youth. Coconut Beach provides a safe and healthy 
place for kids to hang out and many people 'grew up' there. My boyfriend is 
there playing volleyball every weekend and many nights during the work week, 
and he has been since he was very young. It's such an integral part of the 
society; it would be wrong and unjust to close it. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Senoyuit 
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From: Felipe Ramirez
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:32:48 PM


Hey Mr. Gib Owen: 
 
My name is Felipe Ramirez, I'm a doctor from Colombia South America. Came to 
the US forr my training in Orthopaedic surgery. I've Played volleyball all my life. 
I've been in NOLA for almost 2 years and this complex has been my home and 
source of friends since day 1. I've lived in lots places and I've never seen such a 
complex with such a frindly/good vibe environment. I understand the importance 
of improving the pumps for the city safety but there's gotta be a way to save the 
complex! Just to get an idea how good this is, I work 80+ hours a week, I hate 
gyms and I always find time to come out the beach, work out and have fun with 
everybody out here at least 2  days a week! and winters are miserable without 
tournaments. 
 
Please save this holy temple for us beach vb players. It's always fun to pay and 
play to support fund-raising campaigns for Children's Hospital and many other 
causes that have led to the recovery of the city. PLEASE SAVE COCONUT 
BEACH!!! It's worth it! 
 
Sincerely 
 
Felipe Ramirez 
 
 
-- 
Felipe Ramírez, M.D. 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery 
1430 Tulane Ave. Sl-32 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
(504)-538-0674 
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From: Steven Bliss
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:15:50 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Steven and I am a long time member of the Coconut Beach family. I 
understand that you need to do what you need to do to protect this city but I 
hope you realize how many people you will be hurting if you decide to take all of 
the land away from Coconut Beach. CB has become a part of this city and taking 
it away would be like taking away any other local watering hole. New Orleans is 
slowly but surely coming back and taking this away would be taking one step 
back. So many people have good memories at this place and it would be ashame 
to take away the chance for more good times. Please do the least amount of 
damage possible to this place. It is a part of New Orleans and I want to to 
always be a part. 
 
Sincerly, 
Steven Bliss 
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From: Allen Villarrubia
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:24:06 PM


Gib Owen, 
 
 
 
I would like to express my interest in keeping Coconut Beach alive. I am an avid 
player and spend 2-3 nights per week out on the complex. I considered this my 
main social activity. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Allen Villarrubia 
 
Business Consultant 
 
LSBDC Greater New Orleans Region 
 
UNO Jefferson Center 
 
3330 N. Causeway Blvd Suite 427 
 
Cell 504-343-9874 (preferred) 
 
Fax 504-831-3735 
 
avillarrubia@lsbdc.org <mailto:avillarrubia@lsbdc.org> 
 
www.lsbdc.org <http://www.lsbdc.org/> 
 
 
 
LSBDC Greater New Orleans Region  is a collaborative partnership of Loyola 
University, Southern University at New Orleans, University of New Orleans and 
South Louisiana Economic Council 
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P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
 
 
 








From: Beth Elyn Walker
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Support of Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 8:02:32 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing you to simply state my support of Coconut Beach and all it stands 
for.  We all were affected by Hurricane Katrina in some fashion, and our lives will 
forever be changed because of it.  But having a place to go like Coconut remains 
one of the reasons I have stayed in this great city.  Originally from the midwest, 
I came to New Orleans in 2002 for what was to be a one-year position.  Like so 
many, I fell head over heels in love with this city and pledged to stay as long as 
I could.  My family is spread all over the U.S., but I quickly learned to create a 
new sense of family -- one that has in large part been due to Coconut Beach.  
The smiles, the laughs, the familiar faces, and the sense of community all keep 
me coming back to the sand each and every season.  I honestly cannot imagine 
no longer having this as a part of my life.  Please, please, please -- we must 
save the beach. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Beth Walker 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
<http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009> 
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From: Tran, Huyen T 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconutbeach volleyball complex
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:07:13 AM


Good morning mr. owen, I’m not a person that go to many places in new 
Orleans, but coconut beach is my favorite place to go.  It’s not just volleyball, it 
is a big family of friends comes together to enjoy and relax. Please don’t take 
away our coconut beach.  Thanks 
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From: SPIKE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:51:03 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
     it is to my understanding that the Corp wants to over take Coconut Beach or 
at least parts of it.  Coconut Beach is a place where one can go to have fun and 
relax.  People need a place to go to relax especially after Katrina.  This City has 
not come back after the devastation and Cocnut Beach is probably the only 
attraction place that has come back. The only place we, the community, have to 
go to.  Please take this in to consideration and do not displace us.  Thank You, 
Jay A.E. Jacquet 
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From: Jess Miller
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 9:59:43 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I am sending this letter in support of Coconut Beach. In early April our group of 
18 came down to New Orleans for a National Volleyball tournament that was run 
at Coconut Beach. They did an excellent job running the tournament at their 
magnificent facility. The tournament was the main reason our group came down 
to New Orleans. We are hoping to make this a yearly trip. It certainly seems that 
that some of the less productive area around Coconut Beach could be used for a 
pump station rather than a recreational and tourist attraction such as Coconut 
Beach. Thank You for your consideration. 
 
 
 
Jess Miller 
 
The Bar 
 
Wisconsin Volleyball 
 
920-660-7501 
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From: Kristy Smith
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 7:50:48 AM


I am begging you to please save Coconut Beach! This is the only thriving 
business in the area that has such of a positive experience for the thousands 
who frequent it. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristy Smith 
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From: Brian Freese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please understand!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:06:48 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Brian Freese.  I am a Civil Engineer for Versabar, Inc. in Belle 
Chasse, LA.  I am writing you in response to the situation in New Orleans 
concerning the 17th Street Canal pump station.  I am a lifelong resident of this 
wonderful state.  I can go into a long explanation but would rather make it quick 
and to the point.  I want Coconut Beach to remain and see an alternate location 
for the permanent pump station found.  Whatever happens We need to keep 
Coconut Beach volleyball Complex alive and well.  It means too much to too 
many people to just destroy it.  It is one of the largest of its kind in the nation 
and one of the most unique places in the world.  I have met more people from 
different countries and  different states than any other place I've been.  It is a 
place that we as New Orleanians can go and feel safe and at home.  Whatever 
you do please influence the Corp of Engineers to come up with a solution to 
keep Coconut Beach.  I have lost enough since Katrina (a marriage, friends, the 
lower 3 feet of my house), please help us keep this wonderful place.  We need 
to know it won’t be gone for good! 
 
Thanks you for your time and understanding. 
 
Brian Freese 
 
Brian Freese 
 
Project Engineer 
 
VERSABAR, INC. 
 
 
 
bfreese@vbar.com <mailto:bfreese@vbar.com> 
 
(Phone) 504-392-3200 
 
(Fax)     504-392-3211  
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From: Jodi Brown
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:29:50 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to you, as I suspect are many, to let you know of my concerns over 
the proposed closing of Coconut Beach.  I would like to briefly state my 
opposition to this action and make a record of my request to keep it open. 
 
This park public park is one of the few parks in the city that hosts good, 
alternative and healthy activities for families.  I have for many years enjoyed 
playing and watching volleyball at this site and know that it would be a 
devastating loss to the community that so enjoys it.  In an area already hit hard 
with horrible losses, this community does not deserve yet another gut wrenching 
blow.  I respectfully ask that you note my dissent for the closing and do all that 
you can to keep it as it currently is.  
 
I thank you for your time. 
 
Jodi Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: ryan gunter
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please don"t take Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:22:32 PM


I've been going to Coconut for over 15 years. I've met so many good people 
there. Most of which I consider family. You have no idea what Coconut has done 
for the good and morale to say the least for our city. Volleyball teams from all 
over the world come here to play. Whenever I play there, I bring my kids and 
we don't leave till they shut the lights off. Kids absolutley love it. When I get to 
spend time with them, they can't wait to go to the "beach". Surely there's 
somewhere else that pumping station can go. 
Please spare Coconut Beach!!! 
 
Thanks, 
Ryan 



mailto:rgunter3@cox.net
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From: SPIKE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:51:02 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 it is to my understanding that the Corp wants to over take Coconut Beach or at 
least parts of it.  Coconut Beach is a place where one can go to have fun and 
relax.  People need a place to go to relax especially after Katrina.  This City has 
not come back after the devastation and Cocnut Beach is probably the only 
attraction place that has come back. The only place we, the community, have to 
go to.  Please take this in to consideration and do not displace us.  Thank You, 
Jay A.E. Jacquet 
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From: mike touchy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:00:43 PM


Dear Sir, 
 
Tearing down Cocnut Beach would be a mistake.  Please don't let this happen! 
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From: Jim Schoen
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:25:32 PM


It is an incredible place.  I have played there since day 1.  It has provided so 
many people with something healthy to do! It is also family friendly and keeps 
kids out of trouble! 
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From: cayla;D
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save the beach.
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:22:24 PM
Attachments: 328.png 


 
save coconut beach 
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From: SPIKE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:50:58 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
    it is to my understanding that the Corp wants to over take Coconut Beach or 
at least parts of it.  Coconut Beach is a place where one can go to have fun and 
relax.  People need a place to go to relax especially after Katrina.  This City has 
not come back after the devastation and Cocnut Beach is probably the only 
attraction place that has come back. The only place we, the community, have to 
go to.  Please take this in to consideration and do not displace us.  Thank You, 
Jay A.E. Jacquet 
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From: Lauren Patton
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 9:19:28 AM


I understand the need for the levee and pumping station down by the lakefront, 
but I do not understand why you guys want to ruin the only good thing that 
exist in that part of town. There are other places that are condemned and 
deserted that you guys can use. Please stay away from Coconut Beach. It is a 
great complex that brings the residents of NOLA, young and old, together! 
Thanks. 
 
Lauren Patton 
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From: Lisa James
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:41:48 AM


Please save Coconut Beach.  It is a vital part of our community.It gives kids of 
varying ages a place to go to have good, clean fun.  PLEASE do not make them 
move. 
Lisa James---parent of 4 kids!! 
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From: Brittany Y. Kennedy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 9:00:04 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I write in an effort to support the saving of Coconut Beach.  I have numerous 
friends who play volleyball out there, spend lots of time out there and have 
wonderful memories from experiencing something fun and different in New 
Orleans!  I, along with many other people, would hate to see something happen 
to this area!  Please let the higher powers know that we are trying to get the 
message out about what is going on and will help and make every effort to save 
something that has truly been a wonderful place to make memories! 
 
 
 
Brittany Y. Kennedy 
 
Stanley, Reuter, Ross, Thornton & Alford, L.L.C. 
 
909 Poydras Street, Suite 2500 
 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 
 
Telephone:   504-523-1580 
 
Facsimile:     504-524-0069 
 
www.stanleyreuter.com 
 
byk@stanleyreuter.com 
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From: Laura Hopes
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:01:56 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is planning to use part 
or all of Coconut Beach in the new pumping station planned for the 
17th St. Canal. Though the pumping station project is undoubtedly 
important to our city, Coconut Beach is too. More than just a sports 
complex, Mickey Retif/Coconut Beach is a venue that brings members of 
our community together, adds to our quality of life, promotes healthy 
activity and exercise, and is just plain fun. 
 
Fun may not seem important in the planning of flood protection, but 
living in the Greater New Orleans area is stressful. Every year we 
deal with evacuations, power outages, hurricane anxiety, and all the 
related issues and concerns. Being able to connect with friends, 
compete, socialize (in a way not centered around drinking and eating) 
and PLAY goes a long way in fortifying our resilience and resolve. 
 
It isn't always easy to live here, but we do it because we love it, 
because we share good times with our fellow citizens and because we 
have fun. Please do your part to protect Coconut Beach. It's more 
important than you may think. 
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From: SPIKE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:50:57 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
   it is to my understanding that the Corp wants to over take Coconut Beach or 
at least parts of it.  Coconut Beach is a place where one can go to have fun and 
relax.  People need a place to go to relax especially after Katrina.  This City has 
not come back after the devastation and Cocnut Beach is probably the only 
attraction place that has come back. The only place we, the community, have to 
go to.  Please take this in to consideration and do not displace us.  Thank You, 
Jay A.E. Jacquet 
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From: Matthew Payne
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:21:21 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers may take 10-100% of 
Coconut Beach for the construction of a new pumping station.  The 
safety of New Orleans is indeed the paramount concern for residents as 
well as the Corps, and I applaud the Corps' efforts to improve New 
Orleans' flood protection. 
 
Please know though that Coconut Beach has become an establishment here 
in New Orleans.  People of many varying backgrounds enjoy friendly 
competition and exercise in a pleasant environment.  Families have 
come to Coconut Beach for years, and I've personally played at Coconut 
Beach both before and after Katrina.  It has been impressive how 
quickly Coconut Beach returned after Katrina, but I believe Coconut 
Beach's return was necessary for many residents to return to their 
lives much as they lived them before Katrina. 
 
Please take these sentiments into account as the Corps makes these 
difficult decisions. 
 
Very best regards, 
Matthew Payne 



mailto:matthew.r.payne@gmail.com
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From: taylor6534@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:14:45 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
You cannot close Coconut Beach! From my surprise twelfth birthday party 
there to the numerous Slam 'N Jams in which I have participated, I have 
created countless memories in this place that so many love so dearly. I 
am confident that you all will be able to come up with a better use of 
space for your plans, as there is always a way to work things out. 
 
Sincerely, 
Taylor Michals 
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From: Kristen Chanove
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:58:08 AM


Mr. Owen: 
 
 
 
While I understand the importance of what the Corps is trying to accomplish and 
its importance to the city, I, and others, ask you to please consider saving 
Coconut Beach for the citizens of New Orleans and surrounding area. 
 
 
 
Since it’s beginning in the 1980’s, this complex is home to volleyball players, 
from beginners to well seasoned, from old to young, who get together nearly 
every night of the week to meet great people and just have good clean fun!  
This complex boasts 17+ courts making it the largest sand volleyball complex in 
the USA and is home to over 10,000 patrons!!  Coconut Beach is a refuge and a 
“home away from home” to many any night of the week! They have reached out 
and helped raise over $1 million dollars to benefit the New Orleans community 
including many charities and organizations such as Children’s Hospital, Special 
Olympics, The Police Foundation, and many others.  They have hosted the 2005 
AAU Junior Beach Doubles Championships and a multitude of other professional 
events and regional tours.  After Katrina, when our city and its people were 
devastated, so was Coconut Beach.  Since then, we have raised enough support 
to come back better and stronger.  I ask you to please consider what the plans 
for the pumping station would take away from so many people if Coconut Beach 
was no longer there. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Kristen Chanove 
Account Executive 
Ellsworth Corporation, 3636 S. I-10 Service Road, Ste 101, Metairie, LA  70001 
Phone: 504-455-4545 Ext 299 l Fax: 504-888-6645 l Cell: 504-723-6128 
kristenc@ellsworthcorporation.com <mailto:kristenc@ellsworthcorporation.com>  
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Please remember that we can not bind, add, alter, or extend coverages via email 
or voicemail.  Please call our office if you need assistance.  Thank you. 
 
 
 








From: skip.chandler@sbcglobal.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Darin Acosta; 
Subject: Please Do Not Destroy Coconut Beach / Mickey Retif Sports Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:02:33 PM


Dear Mr. Gib Owen, 
Project Manager for COE Pumping Station at the 17th Street Canal: 
 
I understand that the Corp of Engineers plans to either partially or completely 
destroy the Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut Beach Volleyball Center.  
This is to notify you that I have been a user of this complex and I am absolutely 
opposed to its destruction.  I am a licensed Mechanical Engineer in the State of 
Louisiana and a practicing project manager.  I believe that the Corp of Engineers 
can work out a design for this pumping station that does not destroy this 
complex.  Please focus your efforts toward achieving such a solution.  Thank you. 
 
W.T. Skip Chandler, P.E., PMP 
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From: Matthew Barket
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 1:56:16 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Matthew Barket and I am from Miami, Florida. I am writing in 
regards to the possible destruction of the coconut beach volleyball center. I am 
writing from a different perspective since I am not a native New Orleanian but in 
many ways that has enhanced my experience with coconut beach. In miami we 
have beautiful beaches and sunny shores where millions hang out each year but 
no matter how you look at it the EXPERIENCE AND CULTURE at coconut beach is 
better in an infinite amount of ways. The last 6 years I have shared more 
memories at the center than I can recount. Just this past friday I graduated from 
law school and left the city of New Orleans to return to miami. I MUST say that 
more than Bourbon Street and many other iconic figures in NOLA, Coconut 
Beach is what i will miss most from the city. I do not want to bore you with a 
long email explaining why I enjoyed coconut beach or why it should not be shut 
down but I felt it of utmost importance to let you know how I felt. Tearing down 
Coconut Beach would rip the spirit out of so many who love the City of New 
Orleans. 
 
 
 
Matthew Barket 
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From: Peggy Prescott
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Fw: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 8:44:35 AM


 
 
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: Peggy Prescott <ohbsbaby@yahoo.com> 
To: jkinddesigns@gmail.com; jkinddesigns@gmail.com 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:23:49 AM 
Subject: Fw: SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: Peggy Prescott <ohbsbaby@yahoo.com> 
To: Letters <letters@timespicayune.com>; citydesk@timespicayune.com; 
jbclarkson@cityofno.com; AFielko@cityofno.com; smidura@cityofno.com; 
JCarter@cityofno.com; CHMorrel@cityofno.com; CWLewish@cityofno.com 
Cc: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 8:14:52 AM 
Subject: Re: SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
 
Peggy Prescott 
504-812-1963 
8712 21st Street 
Kenner, LA 70062 
ohbsbaby@yahoo.com 
 
Coconut Beach made such a difference in my son's life.  He was like so many of 
our youth, bored feeling like there is nothing to do in the area but go out 
clubbing, drinking.  
 
After joining a team at Coconut Beach, an old passion for the sport of volleyball 
was revived, he met lots of different people, and became concerned with being 
healthier and in better shape to play the sport. 
 
Now he goes to Coconut Beach several times a week, training and playing on 
teams.  He travels to Mississippi and Florida to participate in volleyball 
tournaments.  How many other young people in our area have been helped this 
way by Coconut Beach over the last 21 years? 
 
Lead stories in the local news lately are all about young people resorting to 
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crime and about failing businesses.  Why then are the Corps of Engineers 
wanting to destroy one of the only places left for young people to go and enjoy 
a afternoon or evening of sports?  Why are the Corps of Engineers wanting to 
destroy a thriving business in New Orleans? 
 
Not only do they want to take over the land at Coconut Beach, but they do not 
want to pay anything to compensate Coconut Beach. 
 
I have an idea, instead of spending millions on improving public opinion, just try 
doing the right thing, the fair and moral thing for Coconut Beach.  If there is no 
other way to complete the pumping station at 17th Street without taking over 
the current location of Coconut Beach, then pay to relocate Coconut Beach to 
land in the immediate area that has been left abandoned and underutilized.  
 
Imagine the positive headlines for a change, "Corps of Engineers Help Save a 
Thriving Popular New Orleans Business; Coconut Beach". 
 
Save Coconut Beach, save our youth, save a thriving business in New Orleans. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peggy Prescott 
 
________________________________ 
 
From: Letters <letters@timespicayune.com> 
To: Peggy Prescott <ohbsbaby@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:16:21 PM 
Subject: RE: SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
 
Thanks for writing. We need your contact info to consider for publication. 
 
 
Annette Naake Sisco 
The Times-Picayune 
3800 Howard Ave. 
New Orleans, La. 70125 
 
(504) 826-3366 
fax (504) 826-3812 
________________________________ 
 
From: Peggy Prescott [ohbsbaby@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:48 PM 
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil; Letters; citydesk 







Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
 
COCONUT BEACH IS IMPORTANT TO NEW ORLEANS! 
 
Coconut Beach pulled my son back from heading down the wrong road! 
 
This is a great place for young and old and should be saved!  Haven't we lost 
enough? 
 
Peggy Prescott 
 
 
 
 
 
 








From: Gayle Collins
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:45:44 AM


We NEED Coconut Beach.  There are hundreds of people who rely on Coconut 
Beach as their stress relief.  We do not have enough stress relief related 
activities in New Orleans as it is.  Please please do whatever it takes to NOT 
TAKE AWAY THE COCONUT BEACH VOLLEYBALL COMPLEX.  Our team has been 
playing out there since 1989.  That is  20 YEARS strong.  I am sure there are 
other alternatives available.  Thank you, 
 
 Best Regards, 
 Gayle Collins 
 Licensed Sr. Underwriter 
 KBK Insurance Group, Inc. 
 1-800-229-5927 
 (504) 736-0690  Ext. 120 
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From: keith latham
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:18:30 PM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!! 
 
-- 
keith latham 
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From: SPIKE
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVING COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:50:55 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
  it is to my understanding that the Corp wants to over take Coconut Beach or at 
least parts of it.  Coconut Beach is a place where one can go to have fun and 
relax.  People need a place to go to relax especially after Katrina.  This City has 
not come back after the devastation and Cocnut Beach is probably the only 
attraction place that has come back. The only place we, the community, have to 
go to.  Please take this in to consideration and do not displace us.  Thank You, 
Jay A.E. Jacquet 
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From: Ashley DiBuono
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 8:37:49 AM


Coconut beach is a tradition.  Moving/eliminating coconut beach would be a 
terrible tragedy.  Nobody wants to see it go; we want it to stay right where it is!  
I’ve been going to coconut beach for the past 5 years.  First time I ever went 
was for Slam N Jam in 2004, the first year Bonnabel High School was ever 
invited to this volleyball tournament.  It was bad enough when Katrina wiped out 
coconut beach in the fall of 2005, and now ya’ll are trying to take it away from 
us again, except permanently.  It’s not fair, and it’s not right.  Coconut beach 
should stay where it is, always and forever!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashley DiBuono 
 
 
 
Brightway Service, Inc. 
 
5677 Aries St. 
 
Hahnville, LA 70057 
 
Office (985) 783-2626 
 
Fax (985) 783-2636 
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From: Debbie Orillion
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:41:44 AM


Please protect our city, but please don’t take 100% of Coconut Beach New 
Orleans away.  
 
 
 
I play volleyball there two nights a week and truly enjoy fun clean outing as 
many many others do there. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
Deborah D. Orillion, ACSR, CPIW 
 
Ellsworth Corporation 
 
3636 S. I-10 Services Road, Suite 101 
 
Metairie, Louisiana  70001 
 
(504)455-4545, Ext, 261 
 
(504)888-6645, Fax 
 
debbieo@ellsworthcorporation.com 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:  Please be advised that any type of insurance coverage can not be 
bound or altered by email or voicemail system.  Please call if you need 
assistance.  Thank you 
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From: Stewart Morlier III
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 10:01:06 PM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH.  I have been going to Coconut beach for over 
15 years to relax and have a good time.  After the storm it became a refuge 
after my home was flooded and help me keep my sanity. 
 
Stewart E. Morlier, III 
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From: bnjterrell@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:16:17 PM


Mr. Owen 
 
This email is in regards to the plan for the 17th street canal pumping system. 
Although all native New Orleanians know how important an improved pumping 
system and levee system is needed. I feel it should not be at the expense of 
Coconut Beach. Ever since Hurricane Katrina the city has managed to struggle to 
rebuild and more importantly rebuild recreation area for adults as well as 
children. Coconut Beach has been around for as long as I can remember and has 
served many people for a variety of reasons including social, physical and 
professional. There has to be another alternative the Corps of Engineers can 
come up with and spare Coconut Beach.Coconut Beach has become a part of 
New Orleans and one that should remain. In a time when we need familarity 
more than anything please reconsider and make every attempt to come up with 
another plan or solution. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Barbara Terrell 
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From: Susan Lavie
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:32:14 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to express to you the importance of Coconut Beach to myself and 
the community.  Coconut Beach has a been and continues to be a huge part of 
my and my family's life.  I have been playing volleyball out there for over 17 
years and am looking forward to teaching my two small children how to play out 
there as well.  I understand the need to build a pumping station to secure flood 
protection for the area, but would greatly appreciate if consideration can be 
given to ideas that allow a pumping station and Coconut Beach to coexist.  
Coconut Beach has provided a unique athletic atmosphere not available 
anywhere else in the area and it would be a great disservice to the community to 
see it closed down.  Sporting events run out at the Beach have raised over 
million dollars for charities and the archdiocese of New Orleans.  Should it be 
determined that Coconut Beach cannot remain in its current location, I sincerely 
hope that all efforts will be made to assist in its relocation, possibly within the 
flood walls. 
 
Sincerely, 
Susan M. Lavie 
4924 Bienville Street 
NO,LA  70119 
smlavie@gmail.com 
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From: Blake Schindler
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 1:54:18 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
Sincerely, 
-Blake 
 
 
-- 
Blake Schindler 
225.975.1668 - mobile 
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From: Michael McCaslin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Pumping Station Site Selection
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:41:20 AM


Mr. Owen: 
 
My job requires me to travel frequently.  Many of the people that I meet on the 
road have the impression that New Orleans has been decimated and overrun 
with criminals.  I do my best to be an ambassador for the city and focus on the 
positives of being here. 
 
One of those positives is Coconut Beach.  Coconut Beach is the largest outdoor 
volleyball complex in the United States.  It hosts tournaments that attract 
players from all over the country which provides much needed revenue and 
publicity for the city.  It also provides a healthy recreational outlet for those of 
us who live here. 
 
As you are no doubt aware, a large percentage of New Orleans residents believe 
the Corps is responsible in part for the tremendous damage the city sustained 
after Katrina.  Regardless of the truth, that is the perception.  Coconut Beach is 
an integral part of the lives of an astoundingly high percentage of the people 
who live in New Orleans.  If the Corp takes all or part of that away, it will drive 
the negative perception of the Corps to new lows.  I urge you to consider 
alternate locations in light of the unique nature and long history of Coconut 
Beach.  Thank you for considering my point of view. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Michael McCaslin 
 
Network Administrator 
Lanier and Associates 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
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From: allybap25@gmail.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:53:23 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Please reconsider the possibility of having coconut beach exist; as well as, the 
pumping station. Coconut beach is a place that I look forward to going to each 
week and escaping the daily routines and duties. It allows for me to get together 
with friends on a weekly basis and enjoy a fun game of volleyball. It would be 
very upsetting to see it go. It is a part of this wonderful city so I beg of you to 
find an alternate way of designing this pumping station. 
 
 
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T 
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From: liiSA"ann
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: saving
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:16:09 PM


please save the beach thanks alyssa ann wilson 
 
 
-- 
ALYSSAannWILSON;] 
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From: Svillema87@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:09:06 PM


Coconut Beach may be just a bunch of sand and volleyball nets to some people, 
but it has made a huge impact on my life for the past 3 years. To me, Coconut 
Beach is a place where I can go during the day or at night to have a great time 
with friends who all come together to play volleyball. There aren't many places 
for young people to go with their friends in New Orleans besides clubs and bars. 
Coconut Beach allows us to be active and learn the game of beach volleyball, 
and we LOVE it!! It is a very special place to me. I have had many great 
experiences and met many new friends. A group of me and my friends go to 
Coconut Beach at LEAST 3 times a week; we even had our senior skip day at 
Coconut Beach! To take away this special place would be taking away part of our 
hearts. 
PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE don't take Coconut Beach away from us!!!! 
 
Thank you, 
Shelley Villemarette 
 
________________________________ 
 
An Excellent Credit Score is 750. See Yours in Just 2 Easy Steps! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221823239x1201398650/aol?redir=http://
www.freecreditreport.com/pm/default.aspx?sc=668072%26hmpgID=62%
26bcd=MayExcfooter51509NO62> 
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From: Joe Doherty
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:24:42 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach is one of the few recreation places I find myself going  
to over and over again and has been an amazing place to find stress  
relief post-katrina. 
 
Please do all you can to preserve this recreation area for all those  
who have suffered enough from Katrina and need a place to play and  
enjoy beach volleyball at the best sand volleyball courts in the  
country. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Joe Doherty 
4611 Magazine St. 
New Orleans, LA 70115 
504 891 4424 
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From: dr.shawn
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 1:51:59 PM


I have been an avid volleyball player at coconut beach for approx. 10 years.  
After the storm, the return of the beach gave me and my friends a sense that 
everything would come back. It's a great place for our kids and adults too. 
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From: anthony huon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:16:07 PM


i hear that they are going to destor coconut beach. i dont want that to happen 
so please save coconut beach. 
PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
-- 
ANTHONY HUON 
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From: Facebook
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Peggy Prescott invited you to join the group "Save Coconut Beach, NOLA"...
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:01:33 PM


Peggy invited you to join the Facebook group "Save Coconut Beach, NOLA". 
 
To see more details and confirm this group invitation, follow the link below: 
http://www.facebook.com/p.php?
i=1116046113&k=RXAZQZUSPY4M5EEBTEWZYS 
 
Facebook helps you find and keep in touch with family, friends and colleagues. 
You can share unlimited photos, plan events and join discussion groups. It's free 
and everyone can join. 
 
To register, go to: 
http://www.facebook.com/p.php?
i=1116046113&k=RXAZQZUSPY4M5EEBTEWZYS&r 
 
If you're receiving this email and are already a member of Facebook, please 
make sure this email address is associated with your Facebook account. 
 
Thanks, 
Save Coconut Beach, NOLA 
 
___________________ 
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil was invited to join Facebook by Peggy 
Prescott. If you do not wish to receive this type of email from Facebook in the 
future, please click on the link below to unsubscribe. 
http://www.facebook.com/o.php?
c&k=2a86c9&u=1712578687&mid=77ab24G6613e07fG21028G6 
Facebook's offices are located at 156 University Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301. 
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From: Melissa Arias
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 1:51:14 PM


Good Afternoon, 
 
Please do not take away out Coconut Beach. It has become a fixture for New 
Orleans. It is the only place where we can play volleyball on sand and have fun.  
I would like it to be available for generations to come.  I am sure you can find 
another place to put the pumping station.  Please do not away something vital to 
the city. 
 
I am sure you will make the right decision. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mel:) 
 
Melissa J Arias 
KBK Insurance Group, Inc. 
1425 Sams Ave, Ste 201 
(504) 736-0690 ext 103 
1-800-229-5927 
FAX (504) 736-9030 
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From: Rhonda Zimmer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:23:28 AM


Dear Mr. Owen - 
 
I just learned that Coconut Beach is targeted for the new pumping station. My 
heart dropped to learn of this news. This cannot happen. If Coconut Beach is no 
longer, the impact would be HUGE for thousands of people. This complex means 
so much to so many. I plan to write to you a more detailed letter to your office 
to explain the negative impacts of the City of New Orleans losing this complex. 
 
Thank you, 
Rhonda Zimmer 
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From: Chris Morris
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: WE NEED COCONUTBEACH!!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:47:41 PM


I hope this email adds to the thousands of emails you've already received telling 
you have much Coconutbeach means to the people of New Orleans, Jefferson, 
St, Tammany..and so many more. 
 
To me, Coconutbeach has meant time during the week to meet with friends, 
catch up with co-workers, past and present....childhood neighbors...and always 
the opportunity to make new acquaintances every week!  It's something I look 
forward to every week, during every break between seasons....the tournaments 
on the weekends or league play during the week. 
 
The takeover of the Coconutbeach property would be yet another below the belt 
blow to the people of south Louisisana....another reason for the residents to give 
up on the area, to move away from the city, to have their faith in the resurgence 
of New Orleans finally extinguished.  It would yet another reminder that New 
Orleans does not deserve what it people try and give them, their time, 
dedication, sweat and tears. 
 
Losing Coconutbeach would be a tremendous loss......one that could seal the 
fate of the comeback New Orleans is desperately seeking! 
 
Long time Coconutbeach patron.... 
 
Chris Morris 
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From: savecoconutbeach@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:38:42 AM


To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to express my passion for saving coconut beach.  I have grown up 
with many friends and family enjoying the fun of recapturing their youth and 
experience a once loved sport or start the sport for the first time here at coconut 
beach.  With the economy right now people really need this beach more than 
ever to have a place they can go to take a brake from any problems that may be 
weighing on their mind for a few hours to have some fun with family and 
friends.  
 
I understand that there may be a need for your expansion but I know that in 
this day and age we can come up with another solution because this beach 
volleyball area is so dear to many people and I can’t imagine my kids growing up 
with out it.  
 
ANONYMOUS 
(concerned lover of the coconut beach) 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi>  
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From: Ian deBoisblanc
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:45:08 PM


Hi, my name is Ian deBoisblanc. I live in the Lakeview area, and i wanted to say 
how important Coconut Beach is to me. Me and my friends go play volleyball and 
frisbee there all the time, and although we still are not very good, it is one of our 
main pastimes. It is also the site of the high-school sponsored fundraiser Slam n 
Jam which helps raise money for children with life-threatening conditions. Please 
don't take this from us, it means a lot. 
 
Sincerely,  
-Ian deBoisblanc 
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From: Gayle Collins
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 1:30:32 PM


NEW ORLEANS NEEDS COCONUT BEACH.  Please don’t take our therapy away 
from us.  We have been playing out there since 1988.  We need Coconut Beach 
to stay active for the citizens of Louisiana.  
 
 Best Regards, 
 Gayle Collins 
 Licensed Sr. Underwriter 
 KBK Insurance Group, Inc. 
 1-800-229-5927 
 (504) 736-0690  Ext. 120 
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From: Reuling, Michael (MikeReuling)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:45:38 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm very much saddened to hear that we may lose Coconut Beach due to the 
relocation of the 17th street canal pump station.  I know we all agree that doing 
the right thing to protect the city from future flooding is the number priority.  
However, I know there has to be a win/win alternative out there that will 
preserve Coconut Beach for the residents of not only New Orleans but the entire 
area. 
 
As I'm sure you are aware Coconut Beach has become of model for developing 
healthily and safe inner-city recreation alternatives.  Coconut Beach is not only a 
cherished asset to the people who play volleyball there, but it is a cornerstone 
for this historic section of the city.  Regretfully I only started playing volleyball a 
year ago.  However, I enjoy it so much that I play on two nights in each of the 3 
sessions.  When I share my new found passion with others, almost everyone is 
either playing, knows someone who is playing, or has played volleyball at 
Coconut Beach in the past.  It just amazes me how people have had healthily 
positive experiences playing volleyball at Coconut Beach.   The other thing that 
is very unique is the diversity of people who are there every night of the week.  
You have young adults, to teams made up of family members ranging from kids 
to parents to even grandparents, as in my case.  Where else can you get such as 
cross-section of the community coming to one place to spend time together 
having good healthy fun. 
 
In closing, I strongly encourage you to please find a solution that does not 
compromise flood protection, but maintains Coconut Beach for the enjoyment of 
our community for many years to come.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael (Mike) Reuling   
Business Planner 
 
Gulf of Mexico Strategic Business Unit 
Chevron North America Exploration and Production Company 
(a Chevron U.S.A. Inc, division) 
100 NorthPark Blvd., Room N4188A 
Covington, LA  70433 
Office # 985-773-6188 
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Mobile # 985-502-6258 
 








From: Jonathan Mudge
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:33:38 AM


Gib, 
 
Its just not right and you know it. So please use less than 10% of the complex 
so we can still be able to go out there and play ball. 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:15:46 PM


 
PLEASE DONT DESTROY COCONUT BEACH!!!!  IT MEANS A GREAT DEAL TO 
MANY MANY PEOPLE. 
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From: Jennifer Cruz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:21:21 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm writing this letter to let you know how saddened I am to hear about the very 
possible future of Coconut Beach. I've played volleyball almost my whole life and 
have been playing outdoor at the Coconut Beach complex since I've finished my 
collegiate career. I, along with thousands of others, are begging for our voices to 
be heard in the importance of this complex to us and keeping it alive. PLEASE 
hear us and reconsider the demolition of the complex. Thank you in advance for 
your time in reading this and many other emails. 
 
Regards, 
Jennifer Cruz 
Coconut Beach Player/Lover 
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From: Joseph Small
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:37:18 PM


find a way to save coconut beach        
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From: Debra Terrio
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: "Kris Lowry"; cterrio@rtconline.com; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:22:18 AM


Dear Mr. Owens 
 
 
 
I am writing you because I think Coconut Beach is as much an I-con of the Lake 
Front as the Light House or any other structure or site along Lake Pontchartrain.  
In addition, it is a site for recreation that has been used and enjoyed by many 
generations.  It is a shame that the site is to be used for an eye sore such as  a 
pumping station, which I am sure can be just and functional at any other site 
along the lake front. 
 
 
 
This is a time when we should be building more or supporting and developing 
current recreation facilities for the youth of today and tomorrow to keep them 
entertained with healthy recreation.   We should be promoting and not 
destroying facilities that encourage our leaders of tomorrow develop 
camaraderie, stability and commitment.  On behalf of my children, their co-
workers and friends who has been a constant user of the facilities for years I 
urge you reconsider this site for a pumping station. 
 
 
 
Debra L. Terrio 
 
Customer Care Representative 
 
Reserve Telecommunications 
 
d_terrio@rtconline.com 
 
985-536-1239 
 
888-611-6111 
 
 
 
 
 
__________ Information from ESET NOD32 Antivirus, version of virus signature 
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database 4075 (20090514) __________ 
 
The message was checked by ESET NOD32 Antivirus. 
 
http://www.eset.com 
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From: chrisnoland@comcast.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach, New Orleans
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:14:05 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I wanted to state to you my opinion on the acquisition of the Mickey Retif Sports 
Complex (Coconut Beach).  Being that I grew up in Lakeview I believe that a 
new pumping station for the 17th street canal is a huge priority.  However, there 
has to be some sort of compromise that can be met in order for that pumping 
station not to be placed on the existing Coconut beach.  Please realize that 
Coconut Beach is a huge staple of New Orleans.  I myself, have played volleyball 
there since I was 16 years old; I'm now 29 and I'm still playing.  There must be 
some alternative to taking up 100% of the property where Coconut Beach is 
located.  As I'm sure you're aware, there is a gigantic parking lot 100 feet from 
the property that is being used for absolutely nothing right now.  
 
 
 
Sir, all that I'm asking is that you explore all of your options before something 
very special to a lot of people in New Orleans is taken away. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Noland 
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From: Jennifer Cruz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:21:09 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm writing this letter to let you know how saddened I am to hear about the very 
possible future of Coconut Beach. I've played volleyball almost my whole life and 
have been playing outdoor at the Coconut Beach complex since I've finished my 
collegiate career. I, along with thousands of others, are begging for our voices to 
be heard in the importance of this complex to us and keeping it alive. PLEASE 
hear us and reconsider the demolition of the complex. Thank you in advance for 
your time in reading this and many other emails. 
 
Regards, 
Jennifer Cruz 
Coconut Beach Player/Lover 
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From: Tilly Luzar
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach!
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 1:27:26 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm sure by now you have gotten numerous emails about saving Coconut Beach 
and like all the others I am going to do my part in asking you to do your best to 
protect Coconut Beach. 
 
 I moved here a year ago from Virginia and if it were not for Bruce White and 
the people that I met at Coconut Beach I may have not found a permanent job 
and without one of those I certainly would have left the city within months.  I 
understand that the pumping station is a crucial thing that must be built in order 
to ensure future safety to the city, but does is really have to mean destroying 
Coconut Beach and the future impact that it may be able to have on those living 
in the city?  
 
You may think, oh it's just a silly volleyball complex, but it's not, it is so much 
more!  Please don't take it away from those who love it! 
 
Sincerely, 
Tilly Luzar 
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From: Stephanie Linares
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:45:35 PM


we appreciate all the work you are doing for the city. is there any other way 
however to not take away coconut beach? it is a vital part of the city and we 
would like to keep it there. thank you. stephanie linares.  
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From: katie bee
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:33:07 PM


Hello Mr. Gib Owen, i would like to express my concern for Coconut Beach. 
Please keep this local volleyball area open and protect it for the future. Thanks 
for your time       
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From: Nancy E. Scharrer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: FOR LIZZIE
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:37:34 PM


GIB OWENS, 
 
MY DAUGHTER MOVED TO NOLA 1 ½ YEARS AGO FROM MICHIGAN FOR A JOB 
AT OSCHNER.  SHE IS AN AVID VOLLEYBALL PLAYER, SO COCONUT BEACH 
REALLY HELP HER TRANSITION TO NOLA EASIER.  SHE HAS MADE MANY NEW 
FRIENDS AND IS PLANNING ON STAYING THERE FOR MANY YEARS.....PLEASE 
DO NOT CLOSE THIS AWESOME BUSINESS AND SPORTS COMPLEX.  
 
THANKS, LIZZIE'S MOM 
 
Nancy Scharrer 
FRS Genesee County 
Washington Elementary School 
810-760-2988  phone 
810-760-2983  fax 
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From: Ransom, Brittany N.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 12:44:48 PM


Hi, my name is Brittany Ransom.  I am a third year medical student at LSU 
medical school in New Orleans.  I am writing to show my support for Coconut 
Beach.  I moved to New Orleans in 2007 to start medical school and heard about 
Coconut Beach from the intramural sports chairman at the medical school.  
Some classmates and I immediately formed a team and played that first 
semester.  We have played every semester since then and have even played in 
tournaments and summer leagues.  As you probably know, medical school is a 
very stressful and a rigorous undertaking, and having that break for one hour 
each week to play volleyball truly kept us sane.  We would look forward to 
having that downtime and stress relief.  It wasn't about winning or losing the 
games for us, it was just being able to feel "human" again, to actually have 
somewhat of a social life.  Many other students, both in years above and below, 
have the same attitude towards Coconut Beach.  I feel that Coconut Beach is the 
only place of its kind and that losing it would be detrimental to this city and its 
people.  So I urge you to please reconsider taking this amazing establishement 
away from the people of New Orleans who need it so much for so many different 
reasons.  Thank you. 
 
Brittany Ransom 
LSUHSC School of Medicine 
Class of 2011 
branso@lsuhsc.edu 
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From: Eileen Genovese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:16:10 AM


Mr. Owen 
 
Why can't the 17th Street Pumping Station and Coconut Beach co-exist? Coconut 
Beach provides a place for the college and young professionals to come together 
and enjoy life. 
 
Thanks 
 
 
Eileen Genovese, Controller 
Dorignac's Food Center LLC 
725 Focis Street 
Metairie LA 70005 
Phone  504-837-4650 
Fax      504-832-8944 
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From: Douglas Bostick III
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save Coconuts!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:14:04 PM


The impact that Coconut Beach has on so many of us New Orleanians is  
tremendous.  I began playing there nearly 20 years ago when there  
were only 5 courts.  That complex has provided me and thousands of  
others with wonderful recreational opportunities leading to healthier  
lifestyles.  The friendships made there are too numerous to count.  I  
look forward to the day that I can teach, and then watch, my 5-year- 
old daughter play volleyball there. 
I am only one of so many that NEEDS COCONUT BEACH TO STAY! 
Please find an alternative to your plan, and keep Coconuts alive. 
Sincerely, 
Gwen Bostick 
504-782-7349 
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From: Mark Maggio
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:17:16 AM


Please work with the beach as to have both the pumping station and at least 
some volleyball. 
 
-- 
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From: Juan A. Serrato, Jr.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:17:39 PM


Our household loves coconut beach and visit/ play regulary.  
please save it for public use.  
 
thanks 
Juan Serrato 
 
Juan A. Serrato, Jr. MD 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Tulane University Department of Orthopaedic Surgery 
New Orleans, LA 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
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From: Donna Urban
To: MVN Environmental; 


MVN Environmental; 
cc: White,  Bruce; 
Subject: Coconut Beach acquisition
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:12:51 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am 57 years old and have been playing volleyball at Coconut Beach (CB) since 
the late 80's.  I've seen the complex change from two or three nets and a 
refreshment stand to what it is today.  I've met countless friends there and play 
volleyball competitively to keep in shape mentally & physically. 
 
Why should you care about my story?  Take it & multiply it by 1,500 and you 
probably have a good estimate of how many people enjoy CB every week. 
 
No one wants to keep CB where it is at the expense of anyone's safety.  Most of 
us that support CB took a beating from Katrina and CB has provided very 
important therapy in our recovery. 
 
But I know via my friends at Levees.org and the Flood Protection Alliance that 
taking CB's land is not the only available option, nor has it been convincingly 
shown to be the best option. 
 
Please keep in mind that we not only want to keep our city safe, but we want to 
keep our quality of life as much as possible.  Please, please try to minimize the 
Corps' effect on CB as much as possible. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, 
Donna M. Urban 
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From: Brett Napier
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 12:37:31 PM


Mr Owens: 
 
I have recently heard about the ACE trying to acquire land now occupied by 
Coconut Beach.  I am pleased to see that New Orleans will be making 
improvements to help during hurricane season and other times, but taking all 
the land from Coconut Beach would be a mistake.  Coconut Beach is a great 
asset for the city of New Orleans.  I have played there for almost 10 years.  
During my time, I have played in tournaments with other participants and heard 
stories about previous visits to New Orleans and Coconut Beach.  I have also 
played in tournaments in other states,and when asked where I am from, the 
volleyball community associate Coconut Beach with New Orleans.  It also houses 
the Slam-N-Jam high school volleyball tournament.  This tournament collects 
registration fees and donations from students and participants to donate to local 
charities.  
 
For the regular players, Coconut Beach is a place to interact with friends and 
exercise.  People maintain long time friendships, meet new people, and really 
enjoy the times they have at "the Beach".  Coconut Beach is a great place for 
fun and excitement.  New Orleans natives need a place like Coconut Beach.  
After Katrina, Coconut Beach owners and regulars made sure to come together 
and rebuild.  The opening of Coconut Beach was a symbolic event for its 
players.  To them, it meant that New Orleans, as we know and love it, can come 
back. 
 
Taking Coconut Beach from New Orleans would be a serious mistake.  It 
provides a great atmosphere for the locals.  Coconut Beach is, although small, a 
tourist attraction for the city.  People come from other places to play at the 
largest sand volleyball complex in the country.  It has helped raise money for 
local charities such as Childrens' Hospital.  Coconut Beach is a symbol to the 
natives of New Orleans.  Taking that away from the people would be a crime. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brett Napier 



mailto:brett.napier85@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Chris S. Centineo
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:15:29 AM


 
 
Gib Owen, 
 
 
 
My name is Chris S. Centineo and I am a production manager for Banner 
Property Management, Inc.  I am writing in regards to an email I received from 
Bruce White and Coconut Beach.  I’m curious as to what the actual plans are for 
the future of Coconut Beach.  Coconut Beach is not just a piece of land.  It is a 
very important landmark for the people of this city.  No other place in New 
Orleans provides the combination of recreation, exercise and competition on a 
scale as large as Coconut Beach.  Thousands of our citizens play there as many 
as four times a week and use it as a means for socialization as well as personal 
health.  I am 31 years old and have been a part of Coconuts for over 17 years.  
It is not a random collection of sand, it is a family.  It would be a GREAT tragedy 
to cause it to shut down.  As I can see, there is ample land near and 
surrounding the beach to build on.  Please contact me when you have time to 
discuss the plans for the Beach. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Chris Centineo 
 
 
 
504-415-7879 
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From: Nick Gibson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: please!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:12:30 PM


 
 
please save coconut beach 
-- 
nick gibson 
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From: David Philastre
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach and the pumping station MUST co-exist....
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:16:22 AM


I'm writing to show my support for Coconut Beach and what it means to  
this city. For over 20 years, Coconuts has been more than a place to  
stay in shape and play beach volleyball. It has become a small city  
unto itself and more importantly, a FAMILY. I know how important a  
pumping station is to our city, but we need you to PLEASE find a way  
to build this station WITHOUT destroying Coconut Beach. After Katrina,  
this was one of the first places re-opened and it did a world of good  
for my "Coconut family" and I to have our place back to start healing  
and rebuilding our lives. Please don't let Coconuts become ANOTHER  
casualty of Katrina. PLEASE find a way for the pumping station and  
Coconuts to co-exist. 
 
Thank You, 
David Philastre 
Graphics Director 
Hess Marketing 
650 Poydras St., Ste. 1550 
New Orleans, LA 70131 
P: 504.522.4377 
F: 504.522.4399 
dphilastre@hessmarketing.com 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 12:00:34 PM


 
Don&#39;t take Coconut Beach leave it alone and try and find another location 
for the pump station 
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From: Samantha Euraque
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach-Gib Owen
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:13:19 AM


Gib Owen, 
 
I am a player at Coconut Beach and was told yesterday that we will be losing our 
beach volleyball court. I wanted to write in to say that although I understand the 
constraints and difficulty of this decision, Coconut Beach holds a special place in 
the hearts of many New Orleanians. 
 
My older brother taught me how to play volleyball there 20 years ago. I have 
fond memories of not only learning to play a game I love, but also bonding with 
my older brother. Learning to play volleyball has taught me so many things. It 
provided me with discipline and self-worth that has helped me throughout my 
life. I recently moved back to New Orleans after being away for ten years. I 
never found a place like Coconut Beach in any of the cities that I lived. One of 
the first things that I wanted to do when I returned home was join a league at 
Coconut Beach and I did. Only to find out that this might be my first and last 
time playing in the Coconut Beach League. 
 
I realize that many things have to change to maintain the safety of the city, but I 
would hope that the Army Corps could work with the citizens to keep the places 
that so many of us hold dear. Everyone has already suffered so much from the 
devastation of Katrina and this would be one more place that would be lost to 
memory in my city. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Samantha Euraque 
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From: Melanie Roy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:10:09 PM


I am writing this to whomever is in charge of the decision to take over the land 
where coconut beach New Orleans operates today.  I am a resident of Lakeview 
and have engaged in the activities that complex and management team have 
offered for many years.  It is the only recreational sports complex in this still 
devastated area.  As we so desperately try to rebuild and find outlets for 
recreational and  social occasion, the coconut organization works hard at giving 
us with so few choices that opportunity.  Please consider all of the options 
available to you so we can keep this establishment alive and well for the 
community.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melanie C. Roy 
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From: Bernita Maureau
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:11:05 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
     I am writing to express the importance of the Coconut Beach facility to me, 
my family and so many of the community.  I have been a steady participant for 
7 years and would be grieved if it were to be taken away again.  I speak as a 
former resident of Lakeview whose home flooded and life disrupted by hurricane 
Katrina and can attest to the joy and healing that came with the restoration and 
rebuilding of the Coconut Beach facility.  While I fully appreciate the importance 
and urgency of providing protection for the city I implore you to protect this well 
loved and important part of thousands of lives.  Please save Coconut Beach. 
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From: Jennifer P Fallo
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Cocunut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:14:02 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Jenny Fallo 
 
 
 
Jenny P. Fallo 
 
JP Morgan 
 
Loan Coordinator 
 
Ph: 504.623.7173 
 
Fax: 504.623.1023 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
This email is confidential and subject to important disclaimers and conditions 
including on offers for the purchase or sale of securities, accuracy and 
completeness of information, viruses, confidentiality, legal privilege, and legal 
entity disclaimers, available at http://www.jpmorgan.com/pages/disclosures/
email. 
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From: Brad Schoolmeyer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 12:23:11 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is planning to use part 
or all of Coconut Beach in the new pumping station planned for the 
17th St. Canal. Though the pumping station project is undoubtedly 
important to our city, Coconut Beach is too. More than just a sports 
complex, Mickey Retif/Coconut Beach is a venue that brings members of 
our community together, adds to our quality of life, promotes healthy 
activity and exercise, and is just plain fun. 
 
Fun may not seem important in the planning of flood protection, but 
living in the Greater New Orleans area is stressful. Every year we 
deal with evacuations, power outages, hurricane anxiety, and all the 
related issues and concerns. Being able to connect with friends, 
compete, socialize (in a way not centered around drinking and eating) 
and PLAY goes a long way in fortifying our resilience and resolve. 
 
It isn't always easy to live here, but we do it because we love it, 
because we share good times with our fellow citizens and because we 
have fun. Please do your part to protect Coconut Beach. It's more 
important than you may think 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brad Schoolmeyer 
 
 
 
email_signature_brad 
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From: Rhonda Zimmer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Fwd: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:59:07 AM


Dear Mr. Owen - 
 
We will not surrender Coconut Beach! I hope you understand the enormity of 
what would be destroyed. 
 
Thanks, 
Rhonda Zimmer 
 
>>> Rhonda Zimmer 5/13/2009 3:57 PM >>> 
 
 
Dear Mr. Owen - 
 
 
 
    The thought of the Corps of Engineers commandeering the property of 
Coconut Beach causes my eyes to swell with tears. Hopefully, this email will 
illustrate what Coconut Beach means to me. For anyone who does not play 
volleyball at Coconut Beach, this complex is simply 100,000 square feet of sand. 
For myself and 4,000 plus citizens of metropolitan New Orleans Coconut Beach is 
a way of life. 
 
     I have regularly played volleyball at Coconut Beach since 1989. At that time, 
there were 5 sand courts and a softball field. Learning the game of sand 
volleyball was all that interested me. I could never have guessed the impact 
Coconut Beach would have on my life. My current Thursday night team, Sandy 
Crotches, is the longest tenured team there. Throughout the past twenty years, I 
have met most of my very best friends; friends that I can count on, friends that I 
vacation with, friends who are my second family. 
 
     Coconut Beach offers a gathering place for both children and adults to enjoy 
a social setting, get some exercise and meet some wonderful people. It is a fun-
loving, relaxing atmosphere for individuals to have some fun. It is a fitness 
center for individuals to burn calories and stay in shape. It is a therapy center for 
individuals to escape the stresses of work and daily life. The same as any 
community would suffer from their church being demolished, or their hospital 
closing, the Coconut Beach community would suffer greatly from the closing of 
this complex. 
 
     In a volleyball tournament at Coconut Beach in April, I played with my twin 
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14 year-old nephews. I was so excited they were finally at an age to play and 
learn the game of sand volleyball. They were thrilled to play against adults in a 
tournament, but they were more in awe of the 400 pounds of crawfish that 
Bruce White had delivered to the complex for all the tournament players. 
Personally, it excited me to know that my nephews had a place to "hang out" 
during the summer, meet some friends and stay out of trouble. Honestly, I 
believe that 20 years from now they will share the same sentiment of Coconut 
Beach as I do today. Sadness fills my heart when I think this opportunity will be 
taken away from them. 
 
     After Katrina destroyed the complex in 2005, there was a lot of despair to 
see that the complex was washed away into Lake Pontchartrain. However, in my 
heart I knew this would be a temporary situation. I knew that Coconut Beach 
would be re-built and my second family would be back together one day. 
 
    I can only fight the possibility of losing Coconut Beach to a new pumping 
station with words and pictures. I can only express my sentiment against this 
effort. I hope and pray that I will have opportunities for more memories at 
Coconut Beach over the next 20 years. 
 
    Mr. Owen, I am confident that you will do all in your power to save Coconut 
Beach. We will not surrender. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Rhonda C. Zimmer 
 
649 Gelpi Avenue 
 
Jefferson, LA  70121 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 








From: Lawrence Robinson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:59:42 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Coconut Beach is a valuable asset to the community of New Orleans.  It provides 
recreational and social enjoyment to thousands of residents of the New Orlenas 
area.  Please ensure that in planning the 17th Street Canal Pumping station, 
maximum consideration is given to having marginal impact on the quality of life 
of our residents and businesses, specifically Coconut Beach. 
 
Thank you, 
 
L. Robinson 
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From: Bob Oster
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Don"t take my beach - Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:03:53 AM


Pumping stations are obviously needed, but at what sacrifice.  This property is 
invaluable to the community and the healthy lifestyle that New Orleans is finally 
leaning towards.  
 
 
 
PLEASE find another way. 
 
 
 
Bob Oster, MCSE CCNA | BASELINE TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 
 
New Orleans, LA 504.780.2946 | 504.975.8856 c | 
 
Hendersonville, N.C.  | 828.698.7000 | 828.699.5135 c | 
 
www.baseline-tech.com <http://www.baseline-tech.com/> 
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From: Gretchen Hughes
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:10:08 PM


Please.... do not close down coconut beach!! i have played out there for 10 years 
every friday night and i just love the beach and could not imagine this city not 
having this complex!! 
please reconsider this!! 
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From: kathryn laiche
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: pleeeeeease
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:04:47 PM


pretty please do not take away our volleyball courts. 
 
thank you. 
Katy Laiche, Metairie, LA 
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From: Donald Carvajal
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:06:29 AM


 
Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing you to express my concern for the future of Coconut Beach.  I have 
been playing out there for almost 10 years now and have become very familiar 
with most of the people that play out there.  The most amazing thing about the 
sport of beach volleyball is that it has the least wear and tear on your body of 
any other competetive team sport and it can be enjoyed by people of all ages.  I 
have played against kids as young as 8 or 9 and adults in their 60s.  In this day 
and age when our nation is considered to be one of the fattest nations in the 
world, we need to have outlets like Coconut beach to allow people to get 
outside, move around and enjoy the weather, the people and still get a good 
amount of exercise out of it.  Many people stop playing flag football, soccer and 
softball once they get into there mid-30's and as I have explained earlier, beach 
volleyball does not follow this same pattern. 
 
Again, on behalf of all of the people that have ever been to Coconut beach and 
found one of the great treasures of New Orleans, I urge you to reconsider the 
amount of Coconut Beach that will be used for the pumping station. 
 
Please don't take Coconut Beach away from us. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Donnie Carvajal 
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From: Jeevan Neupane
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: resident of Nola
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 9:01:54 PM


hey, 
 
the coconut beach has been our heart.. Its really nice place.. 
We can meet new people there. We can do some physical exercise. 
 
Please  don't close it. 
 
Jeevan Neupane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
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From: Rickey Landry
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:55:32 AM


Please do not take Coconut Beach away from us. Please find some other way to 
build the pumping station so that both can be allowed. I know a pumping station 
is important, but so is Coconut Beach. The memories people have there, and the 
fun and energy that is exhibited there are what make Southern Louisiana great. 
Taking Coconut Beach away will be yet another chipping away of the heart of 
Louisiana, which is the people. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rickey Landry 
Accountant - Delta Title Corp 
rickeylandry@hotmail.com 
rlandry@olhcc.edu 
504-508-9688 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 
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From: Ona Razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please save coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:02:39 AM


Save coconut 
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From: Jennifer Ponce
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:07:23 PM


Coconut beach is very important to us please find other options!!!! 
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From: Jill Frosch
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:39:24 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I am Jill Frosch and  I have been playing volleyball at Coconut Beach for over 20 
years.  Coconut Beach has had such an impact on my life.  I have made long 
lasting friendships that I could  never replace.  It is a source of release during 
stressful times and comfort during hard times.  New Orleans NEEDS Coconut 
Beach.  The community NEEDS Coconut Beach.  I NEED Coconut Beach.  I know 
there are options and I am asking that another option is used instead of the 
Coconut Beach property. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Jill A. Frosch, CPA 
Chief Accounting Officer 
David Briggs Enterprises, Inc. 
New Orleans Original Daiquiris/Fat Tuesday 
641 Papworth Avenue 
Metairie, LA  70005 
Ph  504-831-9415 
Fax 504-831-9763 
jfrosch@fat-tuesday.com 
www.fat-tuesday.com 
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From: Amy Romero
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: the beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:58:11 AM


SPARE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Mother nature has tried to take 
away from us several times, and we are still here, so are the people who love 
this place so much, we will not go quietly or with out a fight….  We all have a 
common bond and we will not go!!! 
 
 
 
Amy Romero, 
 
Upload Specialist & 
 
HMDA Coordinator 
 
Ph. 504.841.7367 
 
Fax. 504.841.2891 
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From: jeff helminger
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:56:29 PM


Mr. Owen.... 
 
My name is Jeff Helminger and I work at Children's Hospital and I participated in 
the evacuation of our patients during Hurricane Katrina.  I came back to the city 
after I flooded out to specifically be a part of the rebirth our our city and our 
culture.  I love the city of New Orleans. 
 
I realize the importance of pumping stations.  But at what ultimate cost?  I, 
among all of my friends and co-workers, have played in volleyball leagues and 
participated in many fundraisers at Coconut Beach before and after Katrina tore 
our lives apart.  I love Coconut Beach.  I NEED Coconut Beach.  I NEED you to 
save Coconut Beach in whatever capacity is possible.  
 
We need a quality of life in New Orleans.  We need recreation.  We need outlets 
to our daily lives.  Coconut Beach is filled with guys, girls, kids, pets and 
everything in-between.  Many people's lives will be altered in a negative manner 
if Coconut Beach is destroyed.  It will be just another part of our lives destroyed 
by the storm.  
 
Please take our quality of life into consideration when you make a decision on 
the future of Coconut Beach. 
 
Please contact me with any further issues related to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Helminger  
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
<http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/WhatsNew?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_WhatsNew1_052009> 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:56:30 AM


 
Please don&#39;t confiscate Coconut Beach.  There has to be another location 
for the pump station or at least another plan without taking Coconut Beach. 
Please keep Coconut Beach alive. 
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From: Katie Ayme
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach - Compromise
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:44:01 AM


        
 
         
 
        Mr. Owen, 
 
        I’m writing to you to please consider the alternatives to commandeering 
Coconut Beach for the pumping station and revisit the options where both 
entities can co-exist in the West End area.  I understand the need and am 
supportive of keeping the city dry especially during hurricanes, but I hope you 
also understand the magnitude of Coconut Beach to the New Orleans 
community, the state of Louisiana and even the country. 
 
         
 
        After Hurricane Katrina, Bruce and Mike led the efforts and many of us 
banded together to bring a source of normalcy in a forever changed landscape 
by bringing back Coconut Beach.  Post Katrina, especially within the year after, 
the existence of Coconut Beach was not only a source of social networking and 
exercise for many people, but it was a way to escape the stress associated with 
rebuilding our lives and go back to a time and place that we all knew and loved, 
even if it was just for an hour or two a week.  It is also a place for EVERYONE, 
regardless of your athleticism, you’ll fit in somewhere, and you’ll be welcomed. 
 
         
 
        And now, Coconut Beach is not only a place for New Orleanians, but it has 
claimed it’s space on the state and national map as well.  Many people from 
around the Gulf State region come to the city each weekend, and this not only 
stimulates Coconut Beach but also the local economy as a whole.  Coconut 
Beach has always given back to the community in support of various charity 
events such as the annual fund raiser for Children’s Hospital.  And recently, 
given that Coconut Beach has gained national recognition by hosting successful 
national tournaments, which again, not only stimulates the local economy 
through travel and tourism but also shows the rest of the country that New 
Orleans is recovering. 
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        Again – I absolutely support and understand the need for the pumping 
station, but we have got to work together to come up with a solution that will 
protect the community without sacrificing the very fiber that it’s designed to 
protect. 
 
         
 
        Thank you for your consideration 
 
        Katie Ayme 
 
        Coconut beach volleyball players since 1993 
 
         
 
 








From: Ona Razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:01:26 AM


Please Save Coconut Beach. I love going out there and I know many people who 
have been goin out for years. Don't take away more land then necessary. I 
understand the need for the pumping station, but I have a hard time believin 
that you cannot build a pumping station with the technology today without 
coconut beaches land. You will be taking away a piece of new orleans if you do. 
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From: Sean Ritchey
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:06:07 PM


 My name is Sean David Ritchey and I have been playing volleyball at Coconut 
Beach every spring, summer, and fall season now for the past 10 years. 
This is a very special place, not only to me, but for hundreds of other people in 
the area. It gives people a release from the every day grind in a family friendly 
environment and closing it down would be devastating to the community. 
It also allows people to socialize in a positive and healthy atmosphere, and there 
is no other place in the area like it.  I can't even begin to imagine what it would 
be like to not have Coconut Beach around. The ACE are some of the brightest 
people in the world, and I'm positive you can figure out a way to make the 
pumping stations and Coconut Beach coexist. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sean Ritchey 
 
Project Manager 
 
Unified Recovery Group 
 
(504)-277-0655 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely 
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have 
received this email in error please notify the system manager. Please note that 
any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent those of the company. Finally, the recipient should 
check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The company 
accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this 
email.  No employee or agent is authorized to conclude any binding agreement 
on behalf of Unified Recovery Group, LLC (URG) with another party by email 



mailto:sritchey@unifiedrecoverygroup.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





without express written confirmation by one of its (URG’s) Officers or Directors. 
 
 
 
Unified Recovery Group, LLC, 263 3rd Street, Suite 500, Baton Rouge, LA  
70801, U.S.A., 225-768-0773 
 
 www.unifiedrecoverygroup.com <http://www.unifiedrecoverygroup.com/> 
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From: Dee Clubb
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:11:03 PM


Mr. Owens, 
 
You have it in your power to save a piece of New Orleans history. Please try to 
save Coconut Beach! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dee Clubb 
 
 
 
Dee Clubb 
 
Omni Advertising 
 
dee@OmniAdv.com 
 
504.454.3840 
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From: Bernita Maureau
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:56:16 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
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From: Lauren Michelle Massulla
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 11:00:32 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I wanted to let you know that you CANNOT commandeer coconut beach. It 
means so much to me and alot of people i know. We go out there a countless 
number of hours a week to relax and hangout with friends. While also playing a 
game we love so much. If you take that away, we will have no where to go. 
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From: jamie razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:58:14 PM


Dear Mr Owen, 
I just want you to know how much Coconut Beach means to me. I have played 
out at Coconut since I was in 6th grade and now I am a referee out there which 
is currently my only job. Coconut beach is more of home to me then anywhere 
else. When I was in my senior year my parents had kicked me out right before I 
was suppose to graduate while I was doing my senior internship at Coconut 
Beach. I was living with a good friend in Norco and had no ride to Coconut. The 
closest I could get was to Airline and Clearview and from there I walked which is 
about a 3 hr walk. Finishing my internship for Bruce and Coconut was very 
important to me because they have been there for me in the worst. After I 
graduated I knew that I would rather be on some kind of good terms with my 
parents so I called them and told them how we should put things behind us and 
forgive and forget. They invited me back in. When I had got back I saw that 
they had sold my car to my neighbors so I saw it everyday. Thankfully my 
parents where paying for me to attend college at UNO. When the school year 
was over, I moved back in with them for the summer. Toward the end of the 
summer they told me that they were not paying for me to go back to college and 
kicked me out again. I never had much support from my family and did not have 
much luck fixing any of my problems with them. But when I came out to 
Coconut many of my friends there helped me out and were always there when I 
needed them. I am still on good terms with my parents because its better to 
have a relationship then none but I am an independent and expect nothing from 
them. I live with a friend who is also a referee at Coconut. My parents house is 
not my home and neither is my friends. Coconut Beach is my home and I would 
do anything to keep Coconut Beach. I understand you need to protect the city 
but you don't need the entire complex to do that. Do you? There has to be a 
way where the pumping station and Coconut Beach can co-exist. I can honestly 
say that I love Coconut Beach, Bruce, and everybody else involved in the place 
more than anything else. Please do not take the only good thing in my life away. 
Coconut Beach is a bigger part of this city then you think. 
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From: scavanaugh2@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:28:05 PM


Dear Mr.Gib Owen, 
I am writing to express my concern for the possible loss of Coconut Beach 
Volleyball.  I have been a player there for over ten years.  As a Chiropractor I 
recognize the importance of exercise for our physical health, as well as an stress 
relieving for our mental health.  Volleyball at Coconut Beach allows the 
community a chance to get out and be physical, without the feel of a boring 
workout.  Coconut Beach also offers the community a social scene for all ages.  
There are many families that play together or even compete against each other.  
Please help protect Coconut Beach so that our community does not lose another 
health outlet for the people who live here.  I don't want to think of the future of 
our great city of New Orleans turning into just restaurants, bars, and condos. 
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From: Andrew H. Crawford
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:28:36 AM


 
 
Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
If there is any other way to create the pumping station without taking the land 
coconut beach is on, then I really hope we can do that. Since Katrina, there has 
not really been a reason to go to the lakefront. Losing the iconic restaurants on 
the lake is still tough, but to lose the biggest thing still going for the lakefront 
would be extremely disheartening. I will be supportive of the new pumping 
station on their land as long as there is absolutely no other option. The lakefront 
has acted like a historical landmark to me while growing up in the area. Taking 
away one of the few things that is still there would take away the character of 
what the city knows to have- a place to have a good time. Thank you so much 
for your time. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew Crawford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Crawford, M.Ed. 
 
Staff Counselor 
 
University Counseling Center 
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Loyola University New Orleans 
 
6363 St. Charles Avenue 
 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
 
Phone: (504) 865-3835  Fax: (504) 865-2382 
 
 
 
 
 
Adaptability / Empathy / Connectedness / Positivity / Relator 
 
 
 
 
 
*CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic email, 
 
including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended 
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged 
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or 
distribution is prohibited.  If you received this electronic 
email and are not the intended recipient, please contact the 
sender by phone or by electronic email reply and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
 
 
 








From: Amy Romero
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: pLEASE
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:55:53 AM


We need our Playground, Coconut Beach, its all this small community of players 
have left, we shouldn’t have to drive to Gulfport to play… please don’t tear our 
facility, there has to be another way! 
 
 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
Amy Romero, 
 
Upload Specialist & 
 
HMDA Coordinator 
 
Ph. 504.841.7367 
 
Fax. 504.841.2891 
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From: Michelle
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:52:44 PM


Please keep coconut beach the way it is!  Thanks! 
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:53:13 AM


 
Please work on finding another location for the pump station and keep Coconut 
Beach alive and where it is 
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From: Brandee Holloway DC-98
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!!!
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:22:22 AM


 
 
 
Brandee Holloway 
PrimeSource Building Products 
Major Accounts Sales Representative 
214.364.6953 
www.primesourcebp.com 
www.grip-rite.com 
 
This message is subject to PrimeSource's policies regarding 
the confidentiality and non-disclosure of the company's 
confidential and proprietary information.  Any unauthorized 
disclosure of the contents of this message and/or any attachments 
hereto is strictly prohibited. 
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From: Lynn Pyke
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-


Large; white323@cox.net; 
Subject: Coconut Beach New Orleans
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:54:06 AM


Mr. Owen, 
I am writing to object to the proposed taking of  Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex at the West End area of New Orleans.  Bruce White is a hero for 
creating and building the complex over the last 21 years.  After Katrina, Bruce 
patiently and single-handedly restored the complex, step-by-step, in order to 
have a place for the citizens of New Orleans to relax from the arduous task of 
rebuilding.  
 
The facility has been a welcome place to play for my family and friends.  There 
is hardly any other place in New Orleans where a person can join in wholesome 
activity, play or socializing, without knowing anyone or requiring a membership.  
There is no foul language, abusive play or outside smoking.  Patrons are 
required to keep the courts clean and free of trash and debris.  In addition to 
regular league play, the complex regularly hosts local, regional and national 
tournaments.  It has been said that Coconut Beach is one of the top tournament 
venues in the country.   
 
Coconut Beach is a New Orleans' treasure.  It should be treated the same way 
as an historic building - a place to be preserved and honored.  I urge you and 
the the Corps of Engineers to reconsider, and to seek other ways to solve New 
Orleans flooding issues.  It would be a shame to destroy both the place and the 
symbol of the rebuilding effort. 
 
--------------------------------------- 
 
Lynn E. Pyke 
2223 Octavia Street, New Orleans, LA 70115-6563 
504/894-0277 cell: 504/460-0122 
--------------------------------------- 
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From: Erickson, Jason B
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Don"t Close Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:57:34 PM


Mr. Owen, I am sending this email in regards to the potential closing of Coconut 
Beach Volleyball Courts.  I have been playing there for 3 years now and it has 
become a very important place to me and my family.  We are out there at least 
3 times a week to play volleyball or to just hangout and enjoy the atmosphere.  
Thousands of people enjoy playing at Coconut Beach and it would be a real 
shame for all of us to see the place destroyed.  There has to be some way that 
the 2 projects can coincide.  Please listen to our requests to keep Coconut Beach 
up and running.  Everyone has taken time to discuss their issues with you and 
again this place means the world to us.  Thank you for your time and 
consideration and we hope you make the right decision. 
 
 
 
Jason Erickson 
 
Engineering Planner 
 
Lockheed Martin Space Systems 
 
Jason.Erickson@maf.nasa.gov <mailto:Jason.Erickson@maf.nasa.gov> 
 
Phone: 504.257.1907 
 
Fax: 504.257.4458 
 
l 
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From: Katie Boudreaux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE I LOVE COCONUT!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:26:18 PM


Mr. Owen: 
 
 
 
I can’t even think about Coconut Beach not existing anymore. Coconut has 
become my family. Please just understand that there is no where else around 
here that you can go where you can find what you get at Coconut. I’m addicted 
to this place. I am there almost everyday of the week. It’s so fulfilling to play a 
sport, and it’s so hard as you get older to be able to play. If it wasn’t for Coconut 
I wouldn’t be where I am now. It really does change people’s lives. I have made 
so many lasting friendships and know I will make so many more. I just want you 
to realize what this place is and what it means to so many people. Please try to 
do whatever you can to not destroy our beloved beach. 
 
 
 
 
 
Katie R. Boudreaux 
Catering Assistant 
Omni Royal Orleans Hotel 
omnihotels.com <http://www.omnihotels.com/>  
New Orleans, LA 70140 
 
Member of Global Hotel Alliance <http://www.globalhotelalliance.com/> 
 
P. 504-529-7027   
 
F. 504-529-7016 
 
 
 
 <http://www.omniselectguest.com/> 
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From: MA1SCHOEN
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:43:40 PM


Gil, 
Please, please do what you can to save Coconut Beach. It is a New Orleans 
Institution and a great place for people to meet and greet and have fun. 
Thank you! 
Mary Schoen 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Corey Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:52:40 AM


It’s our family, it’s our fun, it’s our sport, it’s our home!!!! 
 
 
 
Please save the beach 
 



mailto:cbuck@bohbros.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Denise Tourelle
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Mickey Retif Sports Complex & Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:18:45 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Thank you for the work that you are doing to make New Orleans a more secure 
city.   I know it can’t be an easy job when there are so many interests at stake.   
Pumping stations are KEY to our survival, but I do want to speak in support of 
keeping the Mickey Retif sports complex and Coconut beach as much as it is 
possible.  My family and friends have enjoyed recreation at the lakefront for 
many years.   There are not many good recreation areas for adults in the metro, 
and Bruce and his team have done a wonderful job in providing a place for safe, 
family fun.   Coconut Beach is a treasure for exactly the kind of young 
professionals and families that this city needs to survive. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and your work. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denise Tourelle, RN 
 
 
 
(504) 296-2087 
 
d.tourelle@cox.net 
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From: Mark Sutherland
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:44:50 AM


Please save Coconut Beach. There's got to be plenty of dead space out there 
that you can use. Why ruin one of the only successful stretches of land out there? 
 
Thanks for your time, 
Mark Sutherland 
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From: Carlos Pasos
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save our Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:57:01 PM


Dear Mr Owen 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me and the community. 
18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children 
play together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in 
our community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe 
environment. Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where 
people can stay fit and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, 
where we all can feel good about ourselves and our community. 
After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life long 
members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
Thanks 
The Pasos Family 
 
 
Carlos Pasos 
Pasos Photo & Video llc 
www.carlospasos.com 
504.710.8990 
carlos@carlospasos.com 
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830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
 
 








From: kyle fontaine
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save out beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:22:01 PM


yes i heard what is happing but this beach was here first and it is not fear to 
others that you take there beach for your pumping station so can you go find 
some other place to build the and leave this beach alone so please save our 
beach thank you kyle. 
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From: Karisa Wesley
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 10:46:37 AM


I am writing this email in regards to the volleyball complex at Coconut Beach in 
New Orleans. I made my first ever visit there this weekend to play in a Corona 
Wide Open National Volleyball Tournament. Bruce White is responsible for 
founding this facility and for making it go. To me, it would be a tragedy to the 
sport of volleyball to have this facility taken away. 
 
The purpose of the facility is to promote the sport of volleyball. When promoting 
the sport of volleyball, you are not only providing a means of extracurricular 
activity for adults, but young people as well. I brought a 17 year old high school 
student there to play in her first beach tournament and she was so excited about 
how passionate the New Orleans area is about beach volleyball. We live on 
Panama City Beach, and we have just now began what Bruce has been doing in 
New Orleans for decades. People like Bruce are who have advanced the sport of 
volleyball and who give young people the opportunity to better their futures by 
receiving scholarships for the sport. We only hope that one day our area can be 
as successful as the New Orleans vicinity in the sport of volleyball and promoting 
it. 
 
I am asking that you please reconsider your plans to take part or all of the 
Coconut Beach Complex. It would be affect so many lives; not only in your area, 
but in surrounding areas as well. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Karisa Wesley 
 
Karisa Wesley 
Science Department/Volleyball Coach 
J.R. Arnold High School 
Go Marlins! 
weslekl@bay.k12.fl.us 
weslekl@bay.k12.fl.us 
 
The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential 
and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message 
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and deleting it from your computer. Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are 
public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in response to a 
public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, 
contact this office by phone or in writing. 








From: Adam Newell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:47:24 AM


Mr Owen. 
 
     My name is Adam Newell and I could sit here and tell you my sob story about 
Katrina and how coconut beach gave me a better recovery, but I'm not. I'm just 
going to tell you that if your plans go through to destroy Coconut beach not only 
are you killing thousands of peoples dreams but you are killing a twenty year 
legacy in the making. For our sake and Yours DO NOT KILL COCONUT BEACH. 
 
P.S. If the corps built the 17st canal wall strong enough in the first place you 
would not need this pumping station. Your concerns need to be with the 
strengthening of the levees and the walls that protect us. NOT ANOTHER 
PUMPING STATION. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
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From: kleveque@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:19:35 PM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
   I realize and agree that protecting the city from flooding is of the 
utmost priority and cannot be compromised. All I ask is that you try 
your hardest to minimize the impact to the Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. It is much more than just sand and nets to the thousands of 
people who spend the better part of the Spring, Summer and Fall 
socializing and playing volleyball there. Thank you. 
 
 
Kenny Leveque 
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From: carlos@carlospasos.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:56:44 PM


Dear Mr Owen 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me and the community. 
18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children 
play together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in 
our community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe 
environment. Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where 
people can stay fit and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, 
where we all can feel good about ourselves and our community. 
After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life long 
members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
Thanks 
The Pasos Family 
 
 
Carlos Pasos 
Pasos Photo & Video llc 
www.carlospasos.com 
504.710.8990 
carlos@carlospasos.com 
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830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
 
 
Carlos Pasos 
Pasos Photo & Video llc 
www.carlospasos.com 
504.710.8990 
carlos@carlospasos.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 








From: tatt-9112@att.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:40:56 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. Thank you. 
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From: David Morin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:44:46 AM


Gib, 
 
 
 
While I understand the Corps needs to do what it needs to do, I hope that they 
take into consideration that Coconut Beach has been a long time establishment 
in the community that has survived the devastation of Hurricane Katrina.  This is 
a place that attracts young and old and should remain an historic New Orleans 
icon. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Morin 
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From: tatt-9112@att.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:38:46 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. Thank you. 
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From: Jimmy Murphy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:13:28 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Jimmy Murphy 
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From: Andy.Wellbaum@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 10:45:33 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was informed last week, in the midst of my weekly volleyball match, that the 
Army Corps of Engineers is planning on utilizing anywhere from 10-100% of the 
Coconut Beach property for pumping stations and flood protection.  As a resident 
of this city for nearly 5 years, and an engineer myself, I definitely understand 
the importance of flood protection to the future of our city!  I also understand 
the importance of recreational facilities that generate cash flow and promote 
healthy lifestyles for the citizens of this area.  Not only is the Coconut Beach 
facility a great place to play and socialize, but it is also an opportunity for people 
to get together to talk about how to continue improving this community together 
as a form of professional and volunteer networking. 
 
If there are any alternatives to the Coconut Beach location for your planned 
facilities, please consider them extensively. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Andy Wellbaum 
Environmental Engineering - Gulf of Mexico 
Shell EP Americas - SEPCo 
Office Phone +1 504 728 8671 
Work Mobile +1 504 214 1720 
Personal Mobile +1 281 384 5998 
e-mail: andy.wellbaum@shell.com 
Per applicable service agreements. 
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From: Steve Maestri
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:44:05 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steven Maestri 
 
Accountant 
 
First Bank & Trust 
 
Accounting Dept. 
 
909 Poydras St. 
 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Phone # (504) 586-2843 
 
Fax # (504) 584-5985 
 
smaestri@fbtonline.com 
 
"Business, Made Personal." 
 
 
 



mailto:smaestri@fbtonline.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Carlos Pasos
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:56:03 PM


Dear Mr Owen 
I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what Coconut Beach 
means to me and the community. 
18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't know 
myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my 
friends have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children 
play together. Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in 
our community and where families can trust their kids will be in a safe 
environment. Through out many years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where 
people can stay fit and develop good habits, where people develop relationships, 
where we all can feel good about ourselves and our community. 
After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its life long 
members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut 
Beach did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that 
number just like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing 
short of Katrina magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it 
would live a whole where normalcy and sense of community and belonging once 
was. 
Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the wrong 
message about what is important in our community by ripping away even more 
than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, we 
don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help 
don't help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a 
positive in our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and our 
community. 
Thanks 
The Pasos Family 
 
 
Carlos Pasos 
Pasos Photo & Video llc 
www.carlospasos.com 
504.710.8990 
carlos@carlospasos.com 
830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
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From: Vlad Ghelase
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:13:39 PM


As local architects and volleyball players, we hereby express our total 
support for the preservation of the city's largest outdoor sports 
complex, coconut beach. We are sure an engineering solution can be found 
by the resourceful and ingenious professionals in your agency, that 
would not affect the volleyball complex. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if your agency cannot develop a 
solution agreeable to all parties, since we have a team of engineers 
and planners ready to assist you with this issue for free. 
 
thanks 
 
vlad ghelase, architect OAR 
anna ghelase, architect AIA 
 
 
 
 
 
-- 
 
12:09:26 PM 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009 
 
=============================================== 
Attachment(s): <none> 
Attachments are virus - checked before sending 
=============================================== 
http://designwith.us 
http://ghelase.com 
http://algierspoint.us 
http://av.ghelase.com 
http://westrom.ro 
http://westrom.us 
http://westrom.org 
http://arhitect.us 
http://ionmincu.com 
http://nouvelleorleans.us 
=============================================== 
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hot solar power, electricity rates frozen today 
http://www.jointhesolution.com/westrom 
=============================================== 
DOMAINS!!!     http://sedo.com/?partnerid=20305 
=============================================== 
westrom.us (new orleans)  ph/fax:1 504 367 8139 
=============================================== 
westrom.ro (bucharest)  ph/fax:+ 40 31 224 9982 
=============================================== 
http://www.1and1.com/?k_id=6799939 
BEST DOMAIN REGISTRATION & WEB HOSTING ON EARTH 
=============================================== 
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From: Paul Schulz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:35:20 PM


Dear Mr Owens, 
    I grew up playing at coconut beach, my father played on a league before me 
and for the past 10 years almost every tuesday you could find me there playing 
volleyball!  It truly is an important part of my life as well as several others.  If 
there is any way this project for the pumping station and coconut beach could 
coinside please make it possible.  I know i speak for myself as well as several 
others that with all that these storms have taken away from the people of new 
orleans, please dont take away one more!  PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!! 
            Sincerely Yours, 
              Paul Schulz 
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From: Kevin Roux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:09:27 AM


Dear Gib Owen, 
 
 
 
I am writing you this email in response to the closing of Coconut Beach for 
building of a pumping station. Although I share the sentiments of trying to make 
New Orleans a better city, and making sure the economy stays above water; I 
can't help but feel you are also threatening something great. Coconut Beach has 
been a place for wholesome family entertainment for some 21 years now. At a 
very basic glance, Coconut Beach seems to be nothing more than just a sandpit 
with volleyball nets strewn across the lakefront property. Taking a closer look I 
think you will see much more. 
 
Being a resident of the New Orleans area my entire life I have seen businesses 
opened for family entertainment closing more often every year. Days are gone 
when parents could go to Fun Factory, Discovery Zone, or even Celebration 
Station. Bowling alleys and movie theatres are choices we still have, but often 
prove to be pricey for a family on a budget, which is becoming more prevalent 
these days. 
 
How many children have grown up with the love of volleyball thanks to places 
like Coconut Beach? (For the answer, show up around 7 on weekends and see 
for yourself) Recent headlines relating to childhood obesity and violence have 
many wondering, where do we go wrong? The answer lies in these types of 
decisions! Taking away one of very few lasting forms of family entertainment 
can lead to nothing more than an increase in the headlines mentioned above. 
For one example of how Coconut Beach has helped our youth, look at Peggy 
Prescott whom I sympathize with when she mentions her son "was like so many 
of our youth, bored feeling like there is nothing to do in the area but go out 
clubbing, drinking." The result? She tells us and also brings up an interesting 
question, "Now he goes to Coconut Beach several times a week, training and 
playing on teams. He travels to Mississippi and Florida to participate in volleyball 
tournaments. How many other young people in our area have been helped this 
way by Coconut Beach over the last 21 years?" So as you make this decision, 
think of your sons, daughters, nieces, nephews, etc. Where is there future in this 
city headed if we continue to tear away at what's left of what New Orleans has 
to offer in the way of recreation? 
 
Personally, Coconut Beach has offered a place for me to enjoy outdoor activity 
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without feeling too strenuous. I've struggled with my weight through my 
teenage years and into my adult life. What does that have to do with Coconut 
Beach? The answer is...everything. Never have I been one to enjoy outside 
activities or even exercise. Volleyball proved to be the only sport I could really 
get into and enjoy myself. Coconut Beach allowed me to enjoy the sport I have 
come to love and to use that love as a form of exercise to better my health. I'm 
sure I am not the only one out there with these feelings and the more you 
search, the more you will find people with stories similar to mine. 
 
Coconut Beach has provided a home away from home for so many people. Post 
Katrina, no one knew what New Orleans would prove to be after such a 
devastating blow. Coconut Beach gave us an example of success through 
adversity. I can recall riding past the devastation that was lakefront property and 
passing by Coconut Beach in awe. However, little by little, two nets went up, two 
turned into four, and soon the entire lot was filled and ready. So what you are 
trying to take away is not just land, it’s a symbol; a symbol that we can come 
through hard times and remember what it was like before. We can survive as 
people. We can come together and keep New Orleans alive even when the entire 
nation thought it would never be the same. So when it comes to the final 
decision, think hard and long. Save Coconut Beach, not just because we want 
you to, but because in your heart of hearts you know it's the right thing to do. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin Roux Jr. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 
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From: Jerralyn Gomila
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:42:01 AM


Mr. Gibb Owens – 
 
 
 
WE WANT TO KEEP COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
JERRALYN GOMILA 
 
jgomila@e-perez.com 
 
www.e-perez.com <http://www.e-perez.com/> 
 
 
 
ARCHITECTURE 
 
ENGINEERING 
 
PLANNING 
 
INTERIORS 
 
LANDSCAPE 
 
GRAPHICS 
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From: Eric J. Bradley
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:54:58 PM


Gib Owen 
 
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil. 
 
504-862-1337 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Owen 
 
 
 
I am not sure if this is reaching the correct person, but I am emailing you as a 
user of the Coconut Beach Park facility. 
 
 
 
I live and work in Picayune MS and drive into the city 3 times a week to play 
volleyball, which is my main form of exercise. 
 
 
 
I know that the City and the Corp have to protect the people of the area, I only 
hope that in doing so enough space can be left or alternate accommodations 
made for the operation of our Volleyball leagues.  I am told that close to 4000 
participants use the facility weekly. 
 
 
 
I also know that we host tournaments which bring visitors to the city/area from 
other areas. 
 
 
 
I also know that in the past the AVP has hosted nationally televised volleyball 
tournaments at our facility as well. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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Sincerely 
 
cid:968362705@28082008-1874 
Eric J. Bradley, ABR, ABRM 
Broker/Owner 
CENTURY 21 Eric Enterprises Inc. 
 
************* REALTOR of the Year, PRCBOR, 2000 *************** 
 
Pearl River County Board of Realtors, President, 2002 
 
CENTURY 21 Quality Service Award winner, 1999 to 2008 
CENTURY 21 PINNACLE Award Winner, 2002 to 2008 
 
800-255-8034 
601-799-1199 ex 201 
601-798-2110 FAX 
 
eric@c21eei.com <mailto:eric@c21eei.com> 
 
General office e-mail address:  Look@c21eei.com <mailto:eric@c21eei.com> 
 
 
www.move2mississippi.com <http://www.move2mississippi.com/>  
www.c21eei.com <http://www.c21eei.com/> 
 
 
 



mailto:eric@c21eei.com

mailto:eric@c21eei.com

http://www.move2mississippi.com/

http://www.c21eei.com/






From: Lori Schiro
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:12:26 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I beg of you....please, please, please do not take our Coconut Beach! I realize 
that pumping stations are important, but Coconut Beach is a place that many 
residents of Orleans and Jefferson Parish appreciate and enjoy. We have nothing 
else like it in our city, and the thought of losing it pains me. Please consider this 
when making your decision.... 
 
Thank you so much, 
Lori Duke 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: Amber Barone
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Don"t take Coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 10:37:35 AM


Good morning: 
 
I am writing this to ask you not to take coconut beach away from us.  My friends 
and I have used that facility so many times for get together, league games, and 
all around fun times.  That place has really helped out in more ways than I can 
tell you.  My church youth group also uses that facility.  Just this past Friday 
(5/15/09) we had around 15 -20 youth come over and play.  Now, I don't know 
about you, but to have a place - a SAFE place - for kids to go is VERY 
IMPORTANT.  Taking coconut beach would really be sad and New Orleans would 
be losing a wonderful place! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this! 
 
Amber Barone 
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From: Jennifer Jones
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:31:59 PM


Please keep Coconut Beach intact!!!!!!!!!!!!.  We have played three seasons there 
and love it.  It is a great way to promote exercise and good sportsmanship and it 
is a ton of fun!  
Thank you, 
Jennifer Jones ---Volleyball fan 
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From: Darin_Acosta@URSCorp.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Support for Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:09:09 PM


Mr. Gibbs, 
 
I am writing to express my extreme disappointment with the possible eradication 
of the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex due to the 17th Street Canal Pumping 
Station. As a native of New Orleans, I fully understand the need to protect the 
city I love with levees and pumping stations. However, I don't believe the Corps 
of Engineers, the N.O. City Council or the Mayors office fully understand what 
this recreational complex means to the community. 
 
Coconut Beach is a place where family, friends, business associates, etc., go to 
for exercise, relaxation and social interaction. It is one the finest facilities of its 
kind in the country. It is the largest volleyball complex in the country with 
outdoor night lighting. Parents drop off their children at Coconuts, because it has 
become known as safe haven for teenagers. There is no reason to be concerned 
about drugs or gangs. This is all because of Bruce White (Complex Director) and 
the core individuals that have supported this complex for over twenty years now. 
Coconut Beach is probably the most outstanding sports recreational facility in 
south Louisiana. 
 
If it is decided that the proposed location of the new pumping station will 
eliminate Coconut Beach from this location, then at the very least some 
consideration must be given to fund any relocation required. I believe that is the 
least that needs to be done to minimize the impact to the enormous volleyball 
community in the Greater New Orleans area. Hopefully, more consideration will 
be given to this subject by all parties who have decision making responsibilities 
for the C.O.E. and the city. 
 
Regards, 
Darin H. Acosta 
Senior Mechanical/Piping Designer 
Office: 504-599-5294 
Cell: 281-755-6471 
 
 
This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential 
information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you receive this message in 
error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose 
or use any of this information and you should destroy the e-mail and any 
attachments or copies.     



mailto:Darin_Acosta@URSCorp.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





 
 
 








From: kasey laird
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:54:50 PM


I have been playing out at coconut beach since i was 11 years old.  it is not only 
my life, but it is my home. Please find a way to make both coconut beach and 
the pumping systems work.  
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From: kristin tassin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:40:29 AM


Please save Coconut Beach ! 
 
            Sincerely, 
              Kirstin Tassin 
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From: laura filipek
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:01:45 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
Upon hearing the news at last nights game, please spare Coconut Beach.  When 
I moved to New Orleans one year ago to help with the rebuilding movement 
here post-Katrina, this was the first organization that I joined and met new 
people at.  I had been playing volleyball since 5th grade (I am now 27) and was 
so delighted upon moving here that there was a facility such as Coconut's to play 
at.  It is unlike any place offered to a city that I've ever lived.  Over the past 
year I have had some fun and unforgettable times and I would love to continue 
to experience times such as these.  Please save Coconut Beach! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Filipek 
 
-- 
Laura Filipek, Intern Architect 
Rene' J.L. Fransen Landscape Architect LLC 
1234 Esplanade Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
T.504.529.7294 / F.504.581.2627 
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From: george
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please find a way to keep Coconut Beach open
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 10:24:54 AM


Hello Gib ! 
 
I am sending this letter to express my opinion about the Coconut Beach 
volleyball complex. 
Coconut Beach is a public park.  Everyone is welcome to play there. 
 
We all want to keep the city safe from flooding. 
I am asking that you find a way to keep Coconut Beach open. 
 
 
Thank You, 
Sincerely, 
George Matulik 
Video Jones 
706 Phosphor Ave 
Metairie, LA 70005 
504.833.8485 
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From: Autumn Goodman
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:31:10 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. Thank you. 
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From: Kathy Hirsch
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 10:23:31 AM


This email is regarding the volleyball complex at Coconut Beach. While we want 
to corp to help the city with the flooding problem we would also like for you to 
find a way the we can keep at least a piece of our volley ball complex. I have 
been playingout there for about 15 years and it would be hard to loose that 
special spot. PLEASE work towards a goal that makes everyone happy!!! 
 
Thanks - 
 
Kathy Hirsch 
 
 
KATHY HIRSCH • SENIOR BROADCAST PRODUCER 
 
PETER A MAYER ADVERTISING 
324 CAMP ST • NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130 
TEL 504-210-1237 • FAX 504-529-4431 • MOBILE 504-717-6247 
 
HIRSCHK@PETERAMAYER.COM • WWW.PETERAMAYER.COM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PETER MAYER ADVERTISING CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 
Confidentially, we loathe confidentiality notices. Still, our lawyers tell us they are 
essential in today's world. That said, please consider yourself confidentially 
notified that this email and any attachments may contain confidential and 
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the 
sender with a reply email-confidentially, of course-and destroy all copies. And, 
just between you and us, any dissemination by a person other than the intended 
recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: Catherine Batte
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:08:27 PM


Hi Gib, 
 
This is Catey Batte.  I am contacting you regarding Coconut Beach, my home 
away from home.  I want to tell you my life story so you will understand just 
how important it is to me that we save Coconut Beach. 
 
Growing up in New Orleans as the child of a single parent, there was a lot of 
potential for me to get in trouble.  Luckily, for both myself and my mom, I was 
more interested in playing sports than anything else.  I always played sports 
from the time I was three, and I could finally swim a lap in the pool; I joined a 
local swim team.  At four, I began playing softball at the local playground.  
When I was nine, my neighbor convinced me to play bounce-ball (a version of 
volleyball) at the playground.  I really enjoyed bounce-ball.  Volleyball became 
one of my favorite sports.  I played on school teams starting in sixth grade (age 
11), and I became very serious about volleyball in seventh grade and began 
playing year-round.  In eighth grade, I was introduced to the game of beach 
volleyball.  This sport became my life, my obsession, and my passion.  Everyday 
during the summer my mom would drive me out to Coconut Beach to practice 
and play.  Most nights we got there around 4pm and didn't leave until midnight.  
Bruce White and Topo Frilot became my mentors (and really like second 
fathers).  They pushed me to my physical and mental limits.  For the next five 
years, they pushed me and helped groom me into the person I am today.  Bruce 
gave me my first job at 16 refereeing during the summer.  Bruce, Topo, and 
Coconut Beach kept me out of trouble, helped me get a scholarship to college, 
and became my family and support system (everyone out there still refuses to 
call my mother by her name, but instead call her Catey's Mom or just Mom).  
Without Coconut Beach I still would've been a "good kid" and a great person 
because I had a wonderful mom.  But I don't think I would've pushed myself to 
become the woman I am today.  I am in my last year of graduate school for 
Medical Physics, and after I obtain my master's in medical and health physics I 
plan to apply to medical school.  To this day, even though I live in Baton Rouge, 
I travel to New Orleans regularly to play at Coconut Beach (my home away from 
home).  Coconut Beach is where I grew up, and I can't imagine my life or 
anyone else's without it.  Please help us Save Coconut Beach! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Catey Batte 
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From: jrazzmatazz17@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:54:41 PM


Dear Mr Owen, 
I just want you to know how much Coconut Beach means to me. I have played 
out at Coconut since I was in 6th grade and now I am a referee out there which 
is currently my only job. Coconut beach is more of home to me then anywhere 
else. When I was in my senior year my parents had kicked me out right before I 
was suppose to graduate while I was doing my senior internship at Coconut 
Beach. I was living with a good friend in Norco and had no ride to Coconut. The 
closest I could get was to Airline and Clearview and from there I walked which is 
about a 3 hr walk. Finishing my internship for Bruce and Coconut was very 
important to me because they have been there for me in the worst. After I 
graduated I knew that I would rather be on some kind of good terms with my 
parents so I called them and told them how we should put things behind us and 
forgive and forget. They invited me back in. When I had got back I saw that 
they had sold my car to my neighbors so I saw it everyday. Thankfully my 
parents where paying for me to attend college at UNO. When the school year 
was over, I moved back in with them for the summer. Toward the end of the 
summer they told me that they were not paying for me to go back to college and 
kicked me out again. I never had much support from my family and did not have 
much luck fixing any of my problems with them. But when I came out to 
Coconut many of my friends there helped me out and were always there when I 
needed them. I am still on good terms with my parents because its better to 
have a relationship then none but I am an independent and expect nothing from 
them. I live with a friend who is also a referee at Coconut. My parents house is 
not my home and neither is my friends. Coconut Beach is my home and I would 
do anything to keep Coconut Beach. I understand you need to protect the city 
but you don't need the entire complex to do that. Do you? There has to be a 
way where the pumping station and Coconut Beach can co-exist. I can honestly 
say that I love Coconut Beach, Bruce, and everybody else involved in the place 
more than anything else. Please do not take the only good thing in my life away. 
Coconut Beach is a bigger part of this city then you think. 
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From: Courtney Rauschkolb
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:37:36 AM


save coconut beach!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!    
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From: Stephen Stuart
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Public comment re: 17th St. Canal Pumping Station
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:50:50 AM


Mr. Gib Owen 
Project Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to urge the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in designing and 
constructing the new pumping station near the mouth of the 17th Street Canal in 
New Orleans, to avoid or minimize any permanent impact on the Coconut Beach 
facility. 
 
As a volleyball player at Coconut Beach for the past 10 years, I can say that the 
facility is an important recreational center in New Orleans. It has long provided a 
place for thousands of local residents to play volleyball and socialize. The facility 
is even more popular since it reopened post-Katrina, a testament to the demand 
for high-quality recreational facilities in a city still struggling to recover from the 
disaster. 
 
Coconut Beach is also an anchor for a recovering neighborhood. The West End 
park area adjacent to Coconut Beach lost all of its restaurants to Katrina's storm 
surge. None have returned. Other businesses and the boathouses lining the park 
received major damage as well. Some have renovated or rebuilt. Coconut Beach 
plays an important role by attracting thousands of volleyball players every week 
to the area. This provides a much-needed source of daytime and nighttime 
activity and acts as a natural deterrent to crime. The taking of this thriving 
recreational center for a monolithic pumping station would detract from, and 
potentially harm, the neighborhood's recovery. 
 
Certainly, a pumping station near the mouth of the canal is essential for proper 
flood protection in Orleans and Jefferson parishes. It would not only pump water 
out of the 17th Street Canal, but also block storm surge from entering the canal. 
My concern is that in situating, designing and building this pumping station, the 
Corps of Engineers should do everything possible to avoid or minimize any 
permanent impact on Coconut Beach. 
 
New Orleans' recovery since the 2005 disaster is the story of thousands of small 
recoveries, those of individuals, families and businesses. Coconut Beach is one of 
the best stories. It shows how people can persevere, rebuild and create 
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something even better than before. Let's protect the Coconut Beach facility and 
ensure its continued success. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stephen Stuart 
Metairie, LA 
 
 
 
 








From: malferaci@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:30:57 PM


Mr. Owen: 
 
 
Please reconsider the decision to take back the land being used for Coconut 
Beach.  Coconut has served as a great social and athletic center for many years.  
It also is used for various charity events such as Slam-N-Jam.  Taking back the 
land would cause these events to end for the plethora of people who enjoy 
coconut beach.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Mallory Feraci 
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From: Eric Lutz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:56:36 AM


 Please save the Beach 
 
Eric M. Lutz 
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From: Jeff Heaviside
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Volleyball Courts>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:07:36 PM


To whom it may concern, 
I've been going to those courts for a very long time, and would hate to see them 
go. 
But you gotta do what you gotta do....it's just a shame if they go. 
 
Jeff Heaviside 
Wines Unlimited 
cell: (504)382-0778 
office: (504) 897-0191 
fax: (504)896-7339 
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From: Diana Watzke
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:52:19 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach serves many unique purposes that can not be sought out 
anywhere else in the City.  This complex serves as a place for friends, co-
workers, family and community to come together and celebrate life.  I started 
playing ball at Coconut prior to Katrina and fell in love.  After the storm, we 
thought it may not come back but Bruce and the owners rallied, gained support 
re-built and healed hearts.  To sit on that sand for the first time after Katrina I 
truly felt like I was home again and I can’t bear to have that taken away again.  
As a concerned citizen, who owns property on the 17th Canal, I truly understand 
your position but have to think there is way to come together and protect the 
community while at the same time offering its citizens a place to enjoy the 
wonderful breeze of the lake front amongst friends.  
 
 
 
As we wrap up the spring season, I am seeing another generation of beach 
goers as my 4 and 2 year old nephews come out to play in the sand and they 
even bounce the ball around.    Please help to save our complex which has done 
so much to help the healing of its community after the storm for this generation 
and those to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Diana M. Watzke 
 
Consultant 
 
Sigma Consulting Corp. 
 
Phone: 504-598-0121 
 
Fax:  504-598-0138 
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dwatzke@sigmacorp.net 
 
www.sigmacorp.net 
 
 
 








From: nolanpeters@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:35:39 AM


Hi Gib, 
 
   Rebuilding and facilitating an efficient pump station for the City on NOLA is 
first and foremost, but I want you and your team to really consider other 
possibilities in the acquisition of Coconut Beach.  This complex provides social, 
mental, and physical health for so many residents in the metropolitan area.  I 
ask that your team of engineers thoroughly investigate all possibilities in hopes 
of saving all or 80% of the facility.  Is there any alternative acquisitions being 
discussed, if so could you please email me a link with information. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
Nolan Peters 
Talbot Realty Group 
504-427-8889 
504-648-3089efax 
Nolanpeters@aol.com 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Ashley Elizabeth Walker
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: For your onsideration
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:40:39 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Please try to conserve the land that coconut beach occupies.  It is an important 
recreational community and while everyone respects the corps’ decision, and 
realizes that you have our community in mind by building the pumps in the first 
place, we just hope you consider all the options before taking away our weekly 
escape from rebuilding and the little sanity the city has left. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ashley Walker 
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From: Tytti Argrave
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach PLEASE!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:51:14 PM


 
what Coconut Beach means to me....laughter, friends, exercise, team spirit, 
normalcy, dedication, determination, friendly competition, a well-deserved night 
away from work/stress....it was the first thing that came back to nola after 
katrina that I felt meant the city would return better then ever....please don't 
take this away from us.....it would be different if we were a place like a regular 
bar or casino or something that didn't bring about positive well-being...but 
coconut does....and I personally have been playing out there since 1998...and 
i'm not even originally from the city...but i now call nola and coconut my home....
please don't destroy our home. Sincerely, Tytti Brumfield.....a mid-level volleyball 
player :) 
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From: doug brown
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:24:51 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm actually quite frustrated with the news I heard about the Army Corps of 
Engineers slating to take 10-100% of Coconut Beach property for the pumping 
station. 
 
On one hand, I want the Army Corps to do the best job possible to build the best 
possible pumping station in the best possible location. If that's where Coconut 
Beach sits, then so be it, but I know ACE has been looking at II Tony's as well. 
Here's my point -- DON'T listen to all the "not in my backyard" hype. 
 
On the other hand, I have played ball at Coconut Beach for 6 years now, and 
absolutely love it. I've even put in volunteer time on weekends to help get it 
back up and operational after Katrina, it means that much to me. I play 2-4 
times a week and wouldn't want to do anything else during that time. 
 
I absolutely love this city. I am a transplant from Pennsylvania, I graduated from 
Tulane in 2002, and I've been here ever since. 
 
If the pumping station has to be built where Coconut Beach now sits, so be it. 
But please make it fair. If we have to move, we will move. There are thousands 
of us that will be "homeless" without the beach, but all you've got to do to make 
it right is help us put the beach up somewhere else. Yes, that will cost your 
project extra money. Factor that into the equation that says where the most cost 
effective location to build the pumping station will be. If you need II Tony's land, 
factor in moving them as well. 
 
We want you to do a good job, we don't want another Katrina to put us under. 
So by all means, please do what is necessary to protect our great city. But if you 
must displace anyone in order to make it happen, help make it right to those 
individuals. If we have to move to the parking lot across the street or City Park 
or the in-progress Lafitte Corridor, I think any of us would be fine with that, as 
long as the relocation project doesn't take years. 
 
Thanks for your time, I hope both our interests, your interest, and most of all 
the interests of the city can be met. 
Doug Brown 
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From: Torres Jason S CONT SSGC
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:33:21 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand the Corp of Engineer's responsibility to protect the New 
Orleans area from flood waters. We certainly appreciate the Corp's work, but 
if we have to give up everything that's great about New Orleans to save the 
city from flooding then what's the point? Coconut Beach is one of the few 
places in this city that offers safe, family entertainment. Thousands of 
people who live in the New Orleans metro area play volleyball at Coconut 
Beach and/or go there for entertainment with friends & family. 
 
I'm pretty sure you understand the importance of Coconut Beach to the 
citizens of this community. Now I want to bring up the legal and moral 
reason I'm writing this letter. Rumor has it the Corp does not want to 
reimburse Coconut Beach for taking their property to build the new pumping 
station. Not only is this morally wrong, it's illegal. The Takings Clause, 
the last clause of the Fifth Amendment, limits the power of eminent domain 
by requiring that "just compensation" be paid if private property is taken 
for public use - 'nor shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation'. 
 
The citizens of New Orleans certainly understand the importance of flood 
protection. If the Corp has no choice but to take Coconut Beach's property 
to build the new pumping station we would certainly understand, but PLEASE 
do what's LEGAL and ADMIRABLE and compensate Coconut Beach the fair value 
of 
their property so they can relocate. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jason Torres 
Network Engineer - LPD17 
Phone #: (504) 654-2883 
Fax: (504)654-2527 
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From: Brett, Elliott
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: RE: So I hear...
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:35:32 AM


Mr. Owens, 
I appreciate the response, and I'm sure that you are receiving quite a 
few messages.  I know that you have heard public concerns for the 
facility.  I also know that Mr. White and Mr. Drury have been very 
active in discussions with the Corps.  Bruce spoke very well of you last 
night, and tried to ensure that all of the participants understand that 
you have been very cooperative with "us", the Coconut Beach family. 
As I mentioned before, I am an engineering consultant myself.  It is 
this basis upon which I have a disagreement.  The Federal decision 
process is not based solely upon analysis of scientific and engineering 
data.  As with any engineering design, the client actually makes the 
decisions.  In your case, "the Federal government" is your perceived 
client.  One tragedy that has occurred in this country over the past 200 
years is for the Federal government to no longer realize that they are a 
service provider to the citizens of this country.  We are intended to 
affect their legislation and regulation, not to be affected by those. 
 
But I don't want to get into a long philosophical debate over 
government.  My point is that, in our engineering designs, we have to 
consider that our clients want bolted connections, so they don't have to 
shut in their platforms, even though we know a welded connection is 
easier to design, more secure, and less maintenance.  So we take their 
strong preference, and we develop a solution that is strong enough and 
also has the more challenging features that they requested. 
 
Bringing this back to the artificial conflict between Coconut Beach and 
the new pumping station, I really believe that the two are not mutually 
exclusive.  When we rebuilt Coconut Beach, the Corps of Engineers 
commandeered the old location to use for the current pumping station. 
Very little of that land was ever used at all in the construction of the 
station, but the Corps felt the need to have it available as a sort of 
"security blanket."  So we shifted over, and we are grateful that a big 
portion of the land that was originally commandeered has been returned 
for our use.  Now, though, we're looking for a bit of a "security 
blanket" ourselves.  The current proposal states that up to 100% of 
Coconut Beach will be taken for the new pumping station.  I believe that 
isn't necessary.  I believe that it's a matter of convenience for the 
contractor.  Please remember that the contractor performing the work is 
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your "hired help", and we are your "paying client."  As the client, 
please allow us to impose a "preference" requirement upon the 
contractor.  They not only need to develop a solution that will prevent 
the city from flooding during a major hurricane, they also need to 
construct and install that solution within a smaller footprint. 
 
Of course we want flood protection.  But we are looking for a proposal 
that doesn't allow the possibility of losing Coconut Beach completely. 
We are urging you to put a cap on the amount of Coconut Beach that can 
be affected.  Specifically, I believe that cap should be at no more than 
20%.  If the proposal said, "10% to 20%", I imagine that all of us would 
be a little disappointed, but we would have remained relatively silent. 
The proposal doesn't put a cap on it.  The only cap is by the physical 
impossibility to take more than all. 
 
Returning to the point that I work for an engineering consulting firm, 
you can hire us to design a solution.  Our primary focus, the oil and 
gas industry, is slow right now, and you could serve multiple purposes 
(better flood protection, smaller footprint, and economic stimulus) by 
contracting my firm.  Our office manager used to play volleyball at 
Coconut Beach, and he is good friends with Bruce, so I'm sure that 
contractor-client cooperation would be unprecedented for Corps of 
Engineers projects. 
 
Please consider each of these requests, and I'm especially interested in 
the option to help design the solution.  We have both the resources and 
the relationship with Coconut Beach to leverage unique synergy. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Elliott G. Brett 
EDG Consulting Engineers 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Owen, Gib A MVN [mailto:Gib.A.Owen@usace.army.mil] On Behalf Of 
MVN Environmental 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 6:57 AM 
To: Brett, Elliott 
Subject: RE: So I hear... 
 
 
 Mr. Elliott 
Just to clarify.  The number of comments received is used to determine 
the 
level of public concern for a proposed action.  In the case of Coconut 
Beach, 
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we are aware of the public concerns if the site is impacted.  We also 
are 
aware of the number of users, etc at the facility.  Mr. White has been a 
great champion of the complex.  
The Federal decision process is based upon an analysis of scientific and 
engineering data.  Impacts to the human environment are considered as 
part of 
the scientific data that is analyzed.  Comments that contain factual 
information providing sound reasoning as to why the proposed action is 
good 
or bad are very helpful during this phase of the analysis. 
As discussed in the proposed action section of IER 5, the Corps plans 
are too 
minimize impacts to business and residents to the greatest extent 
practicable 
during the design phase.  
 
However, I want to clearly state that no decision has been made at this 
point 
in time on what the final Federal project will be.  We encourage public 
input 
into this process and will take into account all comments received. 
 
Gib Owen 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Chief, Ecological Planning and Restoration Section/ 
HSDRRS Environmental Team Leader 
New Orleans District 
504 862-1337 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Brett, Elliott [mailto:egbrett@edg.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:32 PM 
To: MVN Environmental 
Subject: So I hear... 
 
Mr. Owen, 
 
I hear that the decision to impact Coconut Beach by taking a portion or 
all 
of this recreational facility for pumping station staging area is based 
partly upon the lack of email in support of the playground, whereas II 
Tony's 
has received over 2300 emails supporting it. 
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That is a foolish basis. 
 
 
 
I can guarantee that II Tony's has fewer clients per week than Coconut 
Beach. 
It's really easy for people to send an email, but true votes come with a 
presence.  I helped rebuild Coconut Beach after Katrina with my own 
sweat and 
muscle, I play in two leagues per week, and I participate in the 
tournaments 
on Monday night and weekends.  I support the pro-shop by purchasing 
clothes, 
and I support the bar and grill.  In my 10 years as a Lakeview resident, 
I've 
been to II Tony's one time.  It was nice enough.  I don't wish any harm 
upon 
them.  I didn't start going to Coconut Beach until 8 years ago, and I 
didn't 
actually know about II Tony's, or any of the other Bucktown area 
restaurants 
until I became a regular at Coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
Why does any of this matter?  Who am I?  Well, I'm one of the young 
professionals, in an engineering firm for the offshore oil and gas 
industry, 
that has helped to rebuild the city.  My wife is an engineer in the 
aerospace 
industry in New Orleans. 
 
 
 
After Katrina, I bought a house in Lakeview, because of my love of 
Lakeview 
and Coconut Beach, to be closer to the people and activities that make 
this 
city worthwhile to me.  I was and am excited about living in New Orleans 
because of my community at Coconut Beach.  If Coconut Beach goes away, I 
will 
start listening to my wife and leave this city.  She already says there 
isn't 







enough to do here besides drink and eat. 
 
 
 
I hope you come out to see the community that will be destroyed by the 
action 
that is currently proposed. 
 
 
 
I remember the meeting at St. Paul's Episcopal Church where the Corps of 
Engineers vowed not to get rid of Coconut Beach.  Were you the tall guy 
who 
said all that? 
 
 
 
Elliott G. Brett 
 
EDG Consulting Engineers 
 
3900 N Causeway Blvd, Suite 700 
 
Metairie, LA  70002-1763 
 
(504) 934-2149  Office 
 
(504) 296-8818  Mobile 
 
(504) 455-0868  Fax 
 
 
 








From: Scott Hunter
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 12:02:00 PM


Mr Owen, 
 
     I understand the importance of levee protection for our city.  I also 
appreciate the projects that the corp has been working on the levees and 
pumping system of the city.  I have seen much progress since 2006 and 
continue to see the projects that are being completed in Metairie and the 
Greater New Orleans area.  Although these projects have been a minor 
inconvenience, I understand they will better our future. 
     The lakefront area as you know was hit very hard and much damage to a 
once vibrant part of our city was lost.  I remember spending much time in 
bucktown and at restaurants on the lakefront that no longer exist.  
      I now continue to frequent the area on bike rides, running and at Coconut 
Beach playing volleyball at least twice a week.  I find that many young people in 
the area visit the Coconut Beach complex and it brings many working class 
members of our society to the New Orleans area for a little time away from work. 
     Please do not take this positive aspect away from the New Orleans area.  We 
need all the young people in the area that are here for the rebuilding our city.  
Can't we figure out a way to coexist together and work out a plan that will suit 
both parties.  I fear that the more we loose from the area will give the city 
another black eye and we will not only loose a volleyball complex but many 
young business and healthcare workers in the area. 
    
Thank you for you time and consideration in helping save Coconut beach. 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott Hunter 
 
Metairie resident since 1975 
Registered Nurse and Nurse Manager, East Jefferson General Hospital 
Dedicated to keeping New Orleans alive and well as are you. 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: This message and any included attachments are from East 
Jefferson General Hospital, and is intended only for the addressee(s), and may 
include Protected Health (PHI) or other confidential information. If you are the 
intended recipient, you are obligated to maintain it in a secure and confidential 
manner and re-disclosure without additional consent or as permitted by law is 
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prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, use of this information is strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful. Please promptly reply to the sender by email 
and delete this message from your computer. East Jefferson General Hospital 
greatly appreciates your cooperation. 
 








From: David Philastre
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:53:57 AM


Please find a way so that Coconut Beach isn't destroyed because of the  
pumping station. Coconuts mean ALOT to this city!!!!!! 
 
 
Thanks, 
David Philastre 
Graphics Director 
Hess Marketing 
650 Poydras St., Ste. 1550 
New Orleans, LA 70131 
P: 504.522.4377 
F: 504.522.4399 
dphilastre@hessmarketing.com 
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From: David Crews
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:17:04 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I have recently received notice that the coconut beach volleyball complex was in 
danger of being shut down due to a new pumping station being built. As a long 
time coconut beach fan and a player in many of their leagues the past few 
years, I must say that if there is anyway at all the Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex could be spared, that you shoud proceed with those plans instead. It is 
one of the largest beach volleyball complexes in the nation and gives a home to 
hundreds of thousands of avid volleyball players in the New Orleans area. As a 
player, a New Orleans native, and as a friend, I ask you to reconsider. Thanks 
for your time! 
 
~ David S. Crews 
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From: shawnmt11@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH VOLLEYBALL COMPLEX
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 12:42:14 AM


I was writing you to voice my opinion on the fact that the Corps are 
trying to take the complex that we call Coconut Beach Volleyball complex 
 
I myself  have been playing there for atleast 12 years I understand the 
need for pumps but I don't understand with all of the other land 
avialable 
 
to the right of the complex that Coconut would be targeted for 
requisition it may not matter to you or the corps but the complex does 
mean alot 
 
to alot of people who play volleyball there in the leagues and the 
tournaments. The amount of money that the complex also donates to local 
charities 
 
is unsurpassed in New Orleans. I dont know if this letter will help 
keep the complex around but it is worth a shot to let you know how 
people feel 
 
 
Thank You 
Shawn M. Toups 
504-352-2757 
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From: Amy Brasseur
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:57:30 AM


Dear Mr. Owen: 
 
 
 
I understand that there is a possibility that the land where Coconut Beach is 
located could be requisitioned for a new pumping station. I know this project is 
important to the city, but I, and many others request that all other alternatives 
be exhausted before this happens. 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach is a not only a place to socialize and play volleyball, it is also one 
of the only (if not the only) organized recreational sports complex’s for adults. As 
a new transplant to New Orleans, I found this as a great tradition and outlet for 
professionals in the city. It would be a shame and a mistake to take away this 
piece of our city’s culture, especially after all the hard work that went into 
rebuilding it. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy Brasseur 
 
 
 
 
 
Amy Brasseur 
 
Area Director for Residential Life 
 
Futuristic~Self Assurance~Arranger~Positivity~Relator 
 
 
 
 
 
Loyola University New Orleans 
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6363 St. Charles Ave., Campus Box #126 
 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
 
(504) 865-3577 
 
abrasseu@loyno.edu <mailto:abrasseu@loyno.edu> 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing this Email, Thank You! 
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From: John Levendis
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:50:54 PM


Hello, 
 
Please do not tear down Coconut Beach. The site grings the city together, and 
means a lot to the psychology of the recovering public.  It is a thriving, bustling 
business. It isn't waiting to come back, it IS back, and it has helped a lot of 
people. 
 
--John 
 
------------------------------------ 
John Levendis 
Assistant Professor of Economics 
Loyola University New Orleans 
6363 St. Charles Avenue, Box 15 
New Orleans, LA 70118-6143 
------------------------------------ 
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From: Kurt Michael Ovella
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:32:26 AM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
Regards, 
Kurt M. Ovella 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Kurt M. Ovella 
                   Counselor 
                   College of Education and Human Development 
                    242 Bicentennial Education Ctr.  
                    Lakefront Campus 2000 Lake shore Dr. 
                    New Orleans, LA 70148 
                    504.280.1278 
                    Fax 504.280.6065 
          kmovella@uno.edu <mailto:kmovella@uno.edu>  
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From: Konstantinos Loizidis
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!!!
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 10:27:45 AM


I know that usually when you try to solve one problem you are creating another 
but at least you should try to resolve the new one. Closing down Coconut Beach 
is not the way to go. I am sure you can figure out a solution. 
 
 
 
Thanks 
 
Dinos 
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From: kel.ortiz@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 8:09:17 PM


 
To whom it may concern, 
I just wanted to express to you how important coconut beach is to the people in 
this city. It is just as much an icon as the saints, the street car and cafe du 
monde... of course I mean to the people who have grown up here. We are very 
lucky to have such a wonderful facility to play volleyball especially for adults... 
Not many people in others cities are as blessed. I understand that it is a very 
important job y'all have to do to protect the people and there homes but if there 
is any way the core can spare the land where coconut beach is you would be 
saving one of new Orleans' icons! 
 
Thank you,   
 
Kelly 
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From: Patrick Painter
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach please
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:56:26 AM


Sir, 
 
I would just like to say that coconut beach is very important to me.  I was 
headed down a bad road before I found it.  I have been playing there since I 
was in my mid teenage years, and have met many friends that have played 
there.  If it weren't for that place I would not be who I am today.  It was 
through coconut beach that I became part of a team, I learned my bad attitude 
and no good ways would either have me thrown in jail, or even worse killed.  I 
learned how to work together with others, and how to channel my anger and 
frustration through sports.  I understand the need for a pumping station, but 
could the space at the parking lot a mere 50 feet away from the beach be used 
instead.  I pray and hope that we can come up with a compromise, so the youth 
of today don't miss out on what I came very close to missing out on. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Patrick Painter 
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From: james laird
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:49:53 PM


To whom it may concern, 
I have been playing out at coconut beach for many of many years, i i would like 
to see coconut beach and the pumps work.  
Sincerely, 
Patricia Early 
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From: Kyle Wainwright
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:32:12 AM


Coconut beach is awesome, and should not be taken away from the people of 
new Orleans. We have been thru enough already, please don’t take away this 
great place. 
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From: jcr4290@aim.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 6:07:04 PM


Mr. Owen, 
I have been playing at coconut beach for many years, and i can tell you 
it is more than beach volleyball.  I first went there for a charity 
volleyball event...which coconut beach holds many every year.  Almost 
every tournament there is charity related and the truth is, they make a 
lot of money for those less fortunate than me and you. 
It is not only a place to play beach volleyball, but it is a place to 
meet people and relax with friends after a long day.  Coconut Beach is 
a family. 
 
sincerely, 
James Raff 
 



mailto:jcr4290@aim.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: a wolf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Lakefront Pumping Station
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 11:36:24 PM


 
Mr. Owen: 
 
I am writing to inform you that it would not only be a mistake to confiscate 
Coconut Beach but also a detriment to the community. 
 
I have been playing volleyball at the Mickey Retif Sports Complex (Coconut 
Beach) for almost ten years and I couldn’t imagine not having such an 
establishment. Even in the wake of Katrina when the Corps had taken over most 
of the property and there were only a few nets left people, lots of people, were 
out there every week dedicated to the game, to the place. 
 
The city of New Orleans is famous for it's bars and nightlife but Coconut Beach 
offers an even more exciting alternative. There’s the game, competition, 
sportsmanship, friendship, and familiar faces. The same people that played at 
the beach before Katrina can still be found there today. More locals have 
returned to the beach then even have the surrounding neighborhoods. 
There is nothing in this city that is more organized, attracts more local people, 
and brings more people together than Coconut Beach. 
 
The Corps would be wrong to try to take this away from us. We understand that 
the need to protect our city is crucial, but we're also not willing to sacrifice the 
things that are important to us, the things that make this place home. Some of 
us don't even have our homes back, four years later mind you, but we have the 
beach. We have the same familiar faces each week, we have a sense of 
normalcy. So many places and memories are gone from that area, but the beach 
it came back. Now the Corps wants to take the last piece we have left away and 
it is an injustice. 
 
Mr. Owen I implore you to take my words, and the many others that will follow 
from the many others who feel the same way that I do, to heart and to head. I 
want you to think about what you would be taking away and I want you to think 
about why we'd rather have a place to play volleyball than a new pumping 
station. Coconut Beach has always been there for us and it has never let us 
down. That is certainly more than I can say for the pumping stations. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. SAVE COCONUT BEACH! 
 
Sincerely, 
A. Wolf 
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From: Josh Noehl
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: joshnoehl@cox.net; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 5:20:18 PM


Coconut beach is a great place to hang with friends and should not be replaced 
100%. It is the best lace to play volleyball and one of the best places to have a 
great time for a very cheap price if not free. Please do not take away all of 
cocunut beach. 
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From: lkhaydel
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:54:09 AM


Hi I am emailing you in regards to closing down Coconut 
Beach and using it to build new pumping stations. I beg you 
not close Coconut Beach because it is a great place. I am 20 
years old and have been playing volleyball since I was 5. I 
stopped playing for some time becuase i did not know 
anywhere that had leagues until i was introduced to Coconut 
Beach two years ago. The complex is great and the people are 
great. It is a place for many people to go to have a good 
time playing volleyball and keeping in shape. I have also 
met many great people out there and we would all be 
devastated if it were to be torn down. The complex was 
ruined after Hurricane Katrina, but many members took their 
time and went and helped rebuild it. It would be a shame to 
have the complex survive a Hurricane, but then get torn down 
because of pumping stations. Again, I beg you not to tear 
down Coconut Beach, the place i spend four or more nights 
out of the week at. 
 
Thank you, 
Lisa Haydel 
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From: Justin Mitch
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Do not take Coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:35:46 PM


 PLEASE DO NOT TAKE COCONUT BEACH FROM US.....IT MEANS SO MUCH TO 
PEOPLE IT WILL DESTROY ALOT OF PEOPLES HEARTS IF U TAKE IT AWAY...
COCONUT BEACH IS PART OF OUR LIVES 
 
Thanks 
Justin 
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From: Michael Reardon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please do not close cocnut beach!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:28:09 AM


There has to be other options.  
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From: Dylan Ancar
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:42:19 PM


Please leave coconut beach 
be!!!!!!!!!!!........ 
From the whole South plaquemines facultie and 
students. 
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From: Peggy Prescott
To: MVN Environmental; Times Picayune Troncale, Terri; 


Times Picayune Desk, City; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:49:01 PM


COCONUT BEACH IS IMPORTANT TO NEW ORLEANS! 
 
Coconut Beach pulled my son back from heading down the wrong road! 
 
This is a great place for young and old and should be saved!  Haven't we lost 
enough? 
 
Peggy Prescott 
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From: Jason Groetsch
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 9:15:39 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
            I am writing you tonight to tell you how important Coconut Beach is to 
all of us here in New Orleans, that is not to say that a pumping station is not.  
Coconut Beach is a complex that allows people of all walks of life to interact, 
meet, form relations, and most important take a break from the reality of living 
in New Orleans.  We love living here and would not have come back after 
Katrina if we didn’t.  It is places like “Coconut Beach” that keep us here.  PLEASE 
find another way.  We need our beloved “Beach.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Groetsch 
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From: Keith James
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 4:09:06 PM


we need coconut beach 
 
Preferred Health Care 
 
Keith C James 
 
1421 Causeway #106 
 
Metairie, La 70001 
 
(504)834-7701 cell (504) 236-7572       
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From: James.A.Burton@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:27:46 AM


Hi Gib, 
 
Not normally my thing to get involved with community politics etc. But I would 
like to just take a few moments of your time to express to that the volleyball 
facility in at Coconut Beach means a great deal to me, I play there every week, 
have met many friends there and would miss it immensely if it were gone. I fully 
appreciate your looking out for the best interests of New Orleans as a whole, 
especially given the events of 2005, and want to protect the city, but if there is 
any way the volleyball court can be protected, or assisted to move to a new 
location I think it would be of great benefit to the community. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
James 
 
 
 
James A Burton 
Economist - New Orleans 
OSS 2438 
Tel: +1 504 728 8387 
Cell: +1 504 289 2937 
Email: James.A.Burton@shell.com  
Internet: http://www.shell.com/eandp 
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From: Devan Peterson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Dear Mr. Owen
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:42:08 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Please spare Coconut Beach in your project.  I am a volleyball player and I may 
not go there frequently, but I do like to know that it will be there when I want to 
play volleyball.  Coconut Beach not only helped my team train for important 
tournaments but it is also just a safe place for young adults to play and interact.  
Coconut Beach has hosted the Slam N Jam tournament for over ten years for all 
surrounding high schools, which is a fund-raiser event that raises money for 
Camp Pelican and Camp Friendship. 
 
Please, if Coconut Beach were to be impacted in any major way, it would effect 
many people, including surrounding volleyball teams, clubs, and all of the 
tournaments that Coconut Beach hosts. Coconut Beach is a place that is open to 
all, and we can't find it anywhere else. 
 
Thank you for your time and please reconsider. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Devan Peterson 
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From: cristenconwell@gmail.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: NOLA Environmental Comment - General Comment
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:49:01 PM


To whom it may concern, 
 
I was saddened last night to hear that Coconut Beach may be closed to build a 
pumping station.  I will send another email soon descibing how much the 
complex means to me.  In the meantime, I urge you to speak with Bruce White.  
He is willing to sacrifice some of his courts and do whatever it takes to keep the 
complex open.  I hope that you will be flexible as well.  Coconut Beach is the 
only sand volleyball complex in the greater New Orleans area.  Please let us 
have a place to play! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Cristen Conwell 
985-640-7174 
cristenconwell@gmail.com 
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From: Anita Zimmer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:52:16 AM


Mr. Owens, 
 
 
 
My family and I have participated at Coconut Beach for years.  
 
 
 
It is a great place for families. 
 
When my children were young it was a great outing for them to the “beach” , 
while the adults played ball. 
 
Now they are older and can participate in the teams, it is a much better activity 
than video games at home. 
 
 
 
There is a lot of real estate at West End, surely there is some way to keep 
Coconut Beach and protect the city. 
 
Please give serious consideration to alternate plans. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Anita Zimmer 
 
1529 N. Atlanta St. 
 
Metairie, LA 70003 
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From: Emily Frischhertz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 8:56:41 PM


Please don't close Coconut Beach.  I want levee protection and pumps that work, 
but I'm not sure acquiring Coconut Beach is the best means to that end. 
 
 
Emily B. Frischhertz 
Sales Representative 
"First in Quality, Foremost in Service" 
AOSS Medical Supply, Inc. 
emifri@bellsouth.net 
Phone: 504-390-8696 
Fax: 504-282-1741 
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From: donna vincent
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 2:27:22 PM


PLEASE  DON'T GET RID OF COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!! 
 
 
Danielle <http://us.i1.yimg.com/us.yimg.com/i/mesg/tsmileys2/40.gif> 
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From: William.R.Jorgensen@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:27:33 AM
Attachments: ole0.bmp 


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
Please do what you can to prevent the acquisition of Coconut Beach for use in 
the pumping station. I have enjoyed Tuesday night tournament I have competed 
in since I moved here two years ago.  It is a fun place with great people, and I 
would be very disappointed if it were to be taken away. 
 
Thank you, 
 
William R. Jorgensen 
Shell Exploration & Production Co. 
EPW-T-VNO-Mature TLP 
One Shell Square 2587 
701 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, LA 70139-6001 USA 
 
Picture (Metafile) 
 
Tel +1 504-728-6339 
Cell +1 713-240-6443 
Email William.R.Jorgensen@Shell.com 
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From: Kaitlyn Mertz
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:42:07 PM


Please save Coconut Beach. 
     Thank you. 
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From: Elizabeth Adams
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:48:58 PM


Gib, 
 
I am hoping that Coconut Beach and the new pump station at the 17th Street 
Canal can co-exist.  It took an immense amount of work to bring Coconut Beach 
back to its pre-Katrina state.  Please think of all the hard work that went in to 
this property.  Coconut Beach has many dedicated patrons including myself who 
would be devastated if it were completely destroyed. Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Adams 
 
Catering Assistant 
 
Hilton New Orleans Riverside 
 
#2 Poydras St 
 
New Orleans, LA 70140 
 
 
 
P: 504-556-3750 
 
F: 504-556-3755 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need a way to manage your group meetings, reservations, guests and events… 
you are just a click away from… 
 
 
 
     cid:image002.jpg@01C83B4B.1B0D46A0 <http://e-events.hilton.com/>     
cid:image003.jpg@01C83B4B.1B0D46A0 <https://secure.hilton.com/en/ww/
login/glm_login.jhtml;jsessionid=HJYMFIKI53XTGCSGBIXMVCQ>       cid:
image004.jpg@01C83B4B.1B0D46A0 <http://www.hiltonfamily.com/
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From: Chris L. Noland
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach New Orleans
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:50:10 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I wanted to state to you my opinion on the acquisition of the Mickey Retif Sports 
Complex (Coconut Beach).  Being that I grew up in Lakeview I believe that a 
new pumping station for the 17th street canal is a huge priority.  However, there 
has to be some sort of compromise that can be met in order for that pumping 
station not to be placed on the existing Coconut beach.  Please realize that 
Coconut Beach is a huge staple of New Orleans.  I myself, have played volleyball 
there since I was 16 years old; I'm now 29 and I'm still playing.  There must be 
some alternative to taking up 100% of the property where Coconut Beach is 
located.  As I'm sure you're aware, there is a gigantic parking lot 100 feet from 
the property that is being used for absolutely nothing right now.  
 
 
 
Sir, all that I'm asking is that you explore all of your options before something 
very special to a lot of people in New Orleans is taken away. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Chris Noland 
 
GIS/Mapping 
 
DOYLE LAND SERVICES, INC. 
 
880 Commerce Rd. West, Suite 104 
 
New Orleans, LA 70123 
 
(504) 818-1118 Ext. 15 - Office 
 
(504) 818-1129 - Fax 
 
(504) 473-0950 - Cell 
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clnoland@doyleland.com 
 
www.doyleland.com 
 
 
 








From: Shellie 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 8:51:48 PM


 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Shellie 
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From: David Scheuermann
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:26:07 AM


Dear Mr. Owen: 
 
 
 
Please accept this as my letter of protest against taking the Coconut Beach area 
for the proposed pumping station.  It appears that there are several other areas 
that are available nearby to house the station.  The Coconut Beach facility 
affords area residents a safe, friendly outdoor environment for exercise and 
play.  Thousands of people both young and old have used the facility in the past 
and present.  I know the Corps has to plan this new station to ensure the safety 
of the city.  I would encourage you to explore all other avenues before 
destroying the largest volleyball complex in the world. 
 
 
 
David W. Scheuermann, CPA 
 
Payroll Rx, LLC 
 
Powered by TimePlus 
 
Franklin, TN 
 
Houma, LA 
 
Metairie, LA 
 
Ph: 877-472-9791 
 
 
 
 
 
This email transmission is intended only for the addressee shown above. It may 
contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from 
disclosure. Any review, dissemination or use of this transmission or its contents 
by persons other than the addressee is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this email in error, please notify us immediately. 
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From: Dylan Ancar
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Fw: cocount beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:38:38 PM


 
 
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: Dylan Ancar <dylana_62@yahoo.com> 
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:36:35 PM 
Subject: cocount beach 
 
 
save coconut beach 
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From: Yvette Argrave Salkeld
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: yvette argrave; 
Subject: coconut beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:46:49 PM


Attn Mr. Gib Owen:) 
 
 
My name is Yvette Salkeld.  I'm a New Orleanian (residing in Metairie). 
 
I'm writing to please ask you to do anything in your power to save Coconut 
Beach! 
 
I've been playing out there since I moved back to Louisiana in 1997. 
 
I've just started playing again since I've had two children back to back. 
 
IT IS THE ONLY THING THAT I DO OUTSIDE OF MY HOUSE!!!! 
 
I don't "do coffee"  I don't have a 'ladies that lunch' group.  I PLAY SAND COURT 
VOLLEYBALL AT COCONUT BEACH!!! 
 
 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE....do not take that away from me:( 
 
I sincerely appreciate any and all help that you give towards our cause! 
 
Many thanks! 
Yvette Salkeld 
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From: EricofMetairie
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 1:37:46 PM


 Dear Mr. Owen 
     I am emailing you on behalf of Coconut Beach.  Upon hearing that Coconut 
Beach may be taken over for the building of a pumping station, I was greatly 
disturbed.  I am 18 and have been at Coconut Beach since I can remember.  My 
parents have played in the Friday night league for years now and some of my 
fondest memories have come in the sand of Coconut Beach.  For the past three 
years me and my friends have used Coconut Beach as a frequent place to hang 
out and play volleyball.  Now many of my friends are in leagues and play out 
there many days a week.  Coconut Beach means a lot to the city of New 
Orleans.  After all the hard work that was put into the restoration of Coconut 
Beach following Hurricane Katrina, it would be wrong to take away volleyball in 
New Orleans for the sake of a flood protection plan with no alternatives.  Save 
Coconut Beach and don't provide flood protection at the expense of New Orleans 
culture. 
Sincerely, 
Eric Lorio 
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From: Michael Cangelosi
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:44:08 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Try using the land adjacent to Coconut Beach if you need to build a new 
pumping station.  There is an entire neighborhood of townhouses there that are 
ruined because the pathetic canal walls gave out the first time.  Looks plenty big 
enough for a pumpin station to me.  Better yet, try building levees and flood 
walls that won't collapse in the first place.  
It seems in truly poor judgment to take away something important to people in 
order to rectify a problem you created in the first place. 
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From: julie gaffney
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: David; kencazaubon@yahoo.com; dandlpowersports@aol.com; 


Carlos Pasos; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 12:06:03 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
My name is Julie Gaffney and I am writing in regards to saving Coconut Beach. I 
am 36 years old and was born and raised in the great city of New Orleans. 
Coconut Beach has been a constant in my life for almost 20 years. It was a place 
my friends and I hung out at when I was in high school and then later on in my 
early 20's I played on my company's volleyball team. Now in my 30's, I go out 
there every Friday night to support my boyfriend and friends team. 
Coconut Beach is a safe and fun place for people of every area of New Orleans 
and the surrounding parishes to come and socialize while also being active. It is 
a family friendly atmosphere and even pets are welcomed. There are far too 
many places that no longer exist where people can come together like we do 
here at Coconut Beach. 
I have wonderful memories of Ponchatrain Beach, Celebration Station, the Fun 
Arcade on Vets in Metairie, the public swimming pools, and many more places 
that are gone and all that is left are the memories. And unfortunately the future 
generations of New Orleans will never be able to enjoy those places and create 
their own memories. 
Please save Coconut Beach so that we can continue having a safe and fun place 
to socialize and get fit in the process, so that the children that are now coming 
with their parents have the option to come out and play as they get older. To 
have more than just childhood memories. 
Thank you for this opportunity for myself and others to express our feelings on 
this subject and to show not just what an asset Coconut Beach is to New 
Orleans, but also to its people and it's future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 Julie Gaffney 
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From: Eric Stockwell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 7:49:48 PM


Please do not destroy Coconut Beach!  A pumping station can still be built 
without destroying an important part of New Orleans.         
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From: jamie razza
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:24:58 AM


Dear Mr Owen, 
I just want you to know how much Coconut Beach means to me. I have played 
out at Coconut since I was in 6th grade and now I am a referee out there which 
is currently my only job. Coconut beach is more of home to me then anywhere 
else. When I was in my senior year my parents had kicked me out right before I 
was suppose to graduate while I was doing my senior internship at Coconut 
Beach. I was living with a good friend in Norco and had no ride to Coconut. The 
closest I could get was to Airline and Clearview and from there I walked which is 
about a 3 hr walk. Finishing my internship for Bruce and Coconut was very 
important to me because they have been there for me in the worst. After I 
graduated I knew that I would rather be on some kind of good terms with my 
parents so I called them and told them how we should put things behind us and 
forgive and forget. They invited me back in. When I had got back I saw that 
they had sold my car to my neighbors so I saw it everyday. Thankfully my 
parents where paying for me to attend college at UNO. When the school year 
was over, I moved back in with them for the summer. Toward the end of the 
summer they told me that they were not paying for me to go back to college and 
kicked me out again. I never had much support from my family and did not have 
much luck fixing any of my problems with them. But when I came out to 
Coconut many of my friends there helped me out and were always there when I 
needed them. I am still on good terms with my parents because its better to 
have a relationship then none but I am an independent and expect nothing from 
them. I live with a friend who is also a referee at Coconut. My parents house is 
not my home and neither is my friends. Coconut Beach is my home and I would 
do anything to keep Coconut Beach. I understand you need to protect the city 
but you don't need the entire complex to do that. Do you? There has to be a 
way where the pumping station and Coconut Beach can co-exist. I can honestly 
say that I love Coconut Beach, Bruce, and everybody else involved in the place 
more than anything else. Please do not take the only good thing in my life away. 
Coconut Beach is a bigger part of this city then you think. 
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From: Dylan Ancar
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: cocount beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:37:12 PM


save coconut beach 
 <http://mail.yimg.com/a/i/mesg/tsmileys2/04.gif> 
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From: Dennis Fink
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:44:50 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Fink 
Wells-Keown Associates 
Lafayette / Lake Charles Inside Sales 
301 Plauche St. 
Harahan, LA 70123 
(504) 733-0301 - Phone 
(504) 733-3675 - Fax 
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From: David Philastre
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE find a way to have Coconut Beach and the pumping station CO-


EXIST.....
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:44:03 AM


I'm writing to show my support for Coconut Beach and what it means to this 
city. For over 20 years, Coconuts has been more than a place to stay in shape 
and play beach volleyball. It has become a small city unto itself and more 
importantly, a FAMILY. I know how important a pumping station is to our city, 
but we need you to PLEASE find a way to build this station WITHOUT destroying 
Coconut Beach. After Katrina, this was one of the first places re-opened and it 
did a world of good for my "Coconut family" and I to have our place back to 
start healing and rebuilding our lives. Please don't let Coconuts become 
ANOTHER casualty of Katrina. PLEASE find a way for the pumping station and 
Coconuts to co-exist. 
 
Thank You, 
David Philastre 
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From: Katherine Zeringue
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 11:39:51 AM


 
Dear USACE, 
 
I'm sure by now you are aware of how important coconut beach has been in the 
lives of New Orleans residents. Personally I have been playing out at the beach 
for ten years, often multiple times a week. I consider it a second home and the 
people out there family. I have been engaged in the katrina recovery efforts 
since 2005 and this is the one thing that continues to give a sense of normalcy 
to my life in post-katrina new Orleans. 
 
I understand the importance of your project, but please consider minimizing the 
negative impact it will have on thousands of people who love coconut beach like 
I do. I strongly encourage you to to use as little land as possible or work with 
coconut beach financially so that it can be relocated and the tradition of beach 
volleyball in nola continue. 
 
It may only look like a bunch of sand and a few nets, but it is much more than 
that. Don't take this special place away from us! 
 
Sincerely, 
Katherine Zeringue 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: N.J. Pierce
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:42:56 AM


Please consider saving as much as possible of Coconut Beach.  The folks of New 
Orleans need no more losses if at all avoidable!  Thank you for your 
consideration! 
 
 
 
N.J. 
 
 
 
N.J. Pierce 
 
www.njpierce.com 
 
713.963.8585 
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From: kaitlinpalmerr@aim.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Defend Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 7:38:20 PM


Dear Gib Owen, 
 
I am a regular player at coconut beach and i've heard that you want to take it 
away from us. Please reconsider your decision, coconut beach is a part of New 
Orleans, its been there for so long, and it means so much to our city. It is a 
good place for kids to hang out wihtout getting themselves into trouble. There is 
already nothing for teenagers to do around her and thats why so many of them 
lead to drinking and going out to bars. If you take away coconut beach thats one 
less place for them to go. I am 17 years old, and coconut beach is my life, I go 
out there at least every other night, its a part of my life and I love it. I cant 
imagine coconut beach not being there. Im begging you Mr. Owen, please dont 
take away coconut beach! 
 
Sincerly, 
Kaitlin Palmer 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Bradley Schneller
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach/17th Street Canal Pumping Station
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:20:06 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bradley A. Schneller 
 
bradley schneller . sales manager . the westin new orleans canal place 
passion . nola 
   
100 rue iberville 
new orleans, la 70130 
 
tel 504.553.5003   fax 504.553.5133   
 
elevate your senses > westin.com/canalplace 
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From: megan squarsich
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: sae coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:27:01 PM


Please Save Coconut Beach Thank You 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 
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From: Jen Gandolph
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:39:41 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I'm writing to state my plea to save Coconut Beach.  I lived in NOLA two years 
ago and I was sad when I got a new job and had to leave.  I went out to play at 
Coconut Beach a couple of times a week during season and I loved it!  When I 
moved away it was something I missed because my new place of residence had 
nothing like that.  Well I am moving back to NOLA at the end of the month and 
one of the first things I thought of when the decision to move was made was 
how thrilled I will to be able to play at Coconut Beach again!  I am also coaching 
a high school volleyball team and we are planning on training out there.  The 
NCAA has now added beach volleyball to its list of sports and having Coconut 
Beach as a place for these young girls to leave how to play on the sand as 
opposed to indoor would be amazing.  Please don't take it away!!  Thanks!! 
 
Jen Gandolph 
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From: Tiffany Crum
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:26:16 PM


Hello Mr. Owen- 
 
My name is Tiffany Crum. I am a 25 year old female from Cincinnati, Ohio. I 
moved to the New Orleans area a year ago this month. When I first came down 
to train with my company, one of the first places they took me to hang out was 
Coconut Beach. I was truly amazed by the amount of people my age (plus 
younger and older) that enjoyed this complex. I was truly impressed by the 
people and the spirit of the place. Being from Cincy, I only WISH that we had a 
place like this to spend our time. I would have been more active for previous 6 
years after high school. I quickly joined a league and quickly made friends. As 
the months progressed (even though I travel a lot with my job) I would find 
myself coming to watch the volleyball action, hang with friends or meet new 
ones. It was a great place for a newbie to New Orleans to meet friends. When 
my friends from home come to visit, I take them to Coconut. Coconut Beach has 
given me a place to be active, meet a TON of great people, and be sociable. I 
don't know if I would've stayed in New Orleans without the help of Coconut 
Beach. Last week alone, since I was in town for work and didn't have much to 
do, I came out to Coconut Tuesday thru Friday to watch games and play 3 of 
those nights. This place is truly amazing and like I said, ALL the friends I have 
made have been from Coconut Beach. 
 
So, I ask of you Mr. Owen, please do not even consider shutting down or taking 
away a part of Coconut Beach. New Orleans has been very good to me but the 
people at Coconut have turned into my new family in the South. I am very proud 
to spend my time there and be active in such a great organization. If something 
happens to Coconut Beach, you will be depriving many of the newcomers to 
New Orleans a new family. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Tiffany Crum 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
--- On Wed, 5/13/09, coconutbeach@jovada.com <coconutbeach@jovada.com> 
wrote: 
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From: coconutbeach@jovada.com <coconutbeach@jovada.com> 
Subject: HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!! 
To: amyro007@yahoo.com 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009, 8:50 AM 
 
I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project manager for the 
pumping station at the 17th street canal for the Corp of Engineers.  Gib informed 
me, Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a Permanent Acquisition 
Zone. 
 
Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach would be used in the 
New Pumping Station. 
 
Gib Owen has told us that the Corps knows the value of the Mickey Retif 
Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and friends of the 
Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone number and 
please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
 
Gib Owen 
E-mail address: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil <http://us.mc307.mail.
yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
Phone Number: 504-862-1337 
 
Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available at the 
http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/>  Web 
site or, in a  hard copy format, by 
contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 504-862-1337 or  
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil <http://us.mc307.mail.yahoo.com/mc/
compose?to=mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> . 
 
Please click on the links below to gain access to documents now available 
for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and projects. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
 
The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment (EA) # 474 and 
Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out for public 
review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 16 May 
2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 



http://us.mc307.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

http://us.mc307.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/

http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/

http://us.mc307.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

http://us.mc307.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/

http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/

http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/

http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx





HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
 
- Bruce 
 
 
 








From: lucas.o.clary@us.pwc.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: 17th Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:13:27 AM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
  
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
  
Regards, 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
Lucas Clary 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Assurance & Business Advisory Services 
639 Loyola Avenue, Suite 1800, New Orleans, LA 70115 
Office: 504.558.8249 * Fax: 813.990.1733 
Email: lucas.o.clary@us.pwc.com 
  
_________________________________________________________________ 
The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it 
is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any 
review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in 
reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended 
recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender 
and delete the material from any computer. PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP is a 
Delaware limited liability partnership. 
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From: Morlier, Stu
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:38:17 PM


Please save coconut beach. Our team of 9 has played out there for over 10 
years. It is a great way of breaking up the weekly grind. 
Sincerely,  stu morlier. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Device 
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From: Cynthia Sackmann
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:41:44 AM


As a new resident to New Orleans in the last year, I am overwhelmed at how far 
we still have to go.  Coconuts is a large part of that growth and development.  I 
am sure there is a way to save Coconut Beach!  We have played for the last 2 
seasons and have made many good friends and enjoyed every minute of our 
time there.   
 
 
 
Cynthia Sackmann 
 
Sales/Marketing 
 
Kalencom Corporation 
 
740 Clouet St. 
 
New Orleans, LA 70117 
 
Phone: 504.943.0123 
 
Toll Free: 800.344.6699 
 
Email: Cynthias@Kalencom.com 
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From: Rachel Patin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please do not take away Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 9:49:11 AM


To whom it may concern, 
 
About three years ago, I was asked to play on a volleyball team at coconut 
beach. Not having been out there before I didn't know what to expect. As I 
started playing, I realized how great it felt to be out there. Three years later I 
am still on the same team and we are bonding like never before all thanks to 
Coconut beach. I've made soome great friends and I've stayed out of trouble. 
Who knows what I've could have been doing on a Friday night, but instead I was 
at cocnut beach playing volleyball. It also is comforting after a long week at 
work, I know I can go out to the beach and all my stresses will be gone. Please 
don't take that away from me. 
 
I've also seen how hard Bruce has worked to give us what we wanted. A huge 
transformation has been completed at Coconut beach. It's ashame that the city 
would just take something from it's citizens when other land can be used. Why 
take the one thing out there people love and look forward to playing on. Please 
take this letter into consideration when deciding the fate of Coconut Beach and 
it's family and players. Have it in your heart to find somewhere else to your 
pumps. 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
Rachel 
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From: Leigh Anne Gilchrist
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 5:56:15 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is planning to use part 
or all of Coconut Beach in the new pumping station planned for the 
17th St. Canal. Though the pumping station project is undoubtedly 
important to our city, Coconut Beach is too. More than just a sports 
complex, Mickey Retif/Coconut Beach is a venue that brings members of 
our community together, adds to our quality of life, promotes healthy 
activity and exercise, and is just plain fun. 
 
Fun may not seem important in the planning of flood protection, but 
living in the Greater New Orleans area is stressful. Every year we 
deal with evacuations, power outages, hurricane anxiety, and all the 
related issues and concerns. Being able to connect with friends, 
compete, socialize (in a way not centered around drinking and eating) 
and PLAY goes a long way in fortifying our resilience and resolve. 
 
It isn't always easy to live here, but we do it because we love it, 
because we share good times with our fellow citizens and because we 
have fun. Please do your part to protect Coconut Beach. It's more 
important than you may think. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leigh Anne Gilchrist 
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From: Danielle Sule
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:38:01 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
This volleyball complex is so important to the city of New Orleans.  After Katrina 
it was a place for people to gather to remember all that we have been through.  
It’s a place to go to unwind and be safe.  There is no other complex like this in 
the city.  I think you will be taking away a great fortune from the City of New 
Orleans. There has to be some other land that can be used for this project.  
PLEASE, PLEASE SPARE COCONUT BEACH.  IT’S (WE) HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
THROUGH ENOUGH!!!!! 
 
 
 
THANK YOU 
 
 
 
Danielle Sule 
 
Ericksen, Krentel & LaPorte, LLP 
 
4227 Canal Street 
 
New Orleans, LA  70119 
 
504.486.7275 
 
504.482.2516 (fax) 
 
dsule@ericksenkrentel.com 
 
 
 
The information contained in this email (and/or the documents attached) is 
legally privileged and confidential information intended for the use of the 
individual or entity named above. If you are NOT the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, forwarding, or taking of any action 
in reliance of this information is strictly prohibited.  
 
To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) Circular 230, we are  informing you that any tax advice included in 
this written or electronic communication, including any attachments, cannot be 
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used by the taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding any penalties that may be 
imposed by any taxing authority or agency; or for the purpose of marketing or 
recommending to any other party any transaction, arrangement, or other matter.  
 
 
 
 
 








From: sheryl steele
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 9:48:43 AM


I just got into volleyball and I love it. Being a single mom it is wonderful to have 
a place where I can enjoy myself with friends, meet new people and I can bring 
my children.  Please don't take our beach! 
 
Sheryl Wright 
56 Carriage Lane Apt C 
Destrehan, LA 70047 
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From: JJ Hardouin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please do not close Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:25:57 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
         My name is Julius Hardouin i work for the New Orleans Fire Department 
and I would like you to reconsider shutting down Coconut Beach.  Coconut 
Beach is my second home. I have been playin at the complex since I was 11, 
currently am 26. I play three nights a week, two of which i play with my mother 
and step father, and also I am a part time referee.  Refing at Coconut Beach was 
actually the first job i ever had.  I have met many great people of all classes and 
races and I consider every one  of them my friends.Playin at Coconut Beach has 
tought me sportmanship, patience, and how to have good clean fun. I Have no 
doubt that without the influences of my Coconut Beach family i would be a 
different person for the worse.  So i beg you please do not destroy our family, 
our community, Our Coconut Beach. 
 
 - Julius Hardouin 
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From: Corey Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach reminder-
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:38:30 AM


Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
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Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
 
 
 
 








From: Margie Hall
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.


mil.; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:13:10 AM


Mr. Gibbs: 
 
Please make this decision with your heart and not your head. Coconut  
Beach is a New Orleans landmark that gives hundreds of thousands of  
kids and adults the opportunity to release energy and learn important  
teamwork skills that are applicable in so many other aspects of life.  
New Orleanians  young and old need places like this to help deal with  
stress and help keep them on track to a better life. Not only is the  
complex the largest in the country but it brings in thousands of  
visitors to New Orleans each year, who would probably not be visiting  
otherwise. 
 
Please reconsider your decision and help keep this unique complex  
thriving in New Orleans. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Margie Hall 
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From: Kelly.Lambert@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 5:31:14 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Please consider minimizing the impact to Coconut Beach volleyball complex.  It is 
one of the few outdoor athletic activities available in New Orleans, especially 
once the softball fields in City Park did not reopen after Katrina. 
 
I moved here 19 years ago and played leagues and tournaments at Coconut 
Beach when there were only three nets.  I have watched Bruce build the 
complex into a thriving business which is very important to the city of New 
Orleans!  I've seen pro tournaments come through and have taken home more 
sand than I care to admit in places we can't talk about.  My core friends outside 
of the office in New Orleans are my volleyball friends.  This was especially 
important to me when I moved here from college, and even more important to 
me after rebuilding my house Uptown.  We need to have fun.  It's obvious 
people use the space, since I have to search for parking to play on Thursday 
nights.  It is great to see the place so alive. 
 
I recruit for Shell on college campuses.  Many times it is difficult to attract young 
professionals to post-Katrina New Orleans over a city like Houston.  A HUGE 
selling point for New Orleans is Coconut Beach.  Many of our new hires play out 
there and would not enjoy the city nearly as much if New Orleans didn't have 
that complex.  These are great additions to the city's tax base I fear we might 
lose if we don't have any fun "after work" activities to help keep them here.  
 
If there is any way to accomplish your project while mitigating your impact to 
Coconut Beach, I request you go to great lengths to preserve our Beach. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Kelly F Lambert 
Mars A / Ursa-Princess Venture Lead 
Shell Exploration & Production Company 
One Shell Square, P. O. Box 61933, New Orleans, LA 70161-1933, United States 
of America 
 
Tel: +1 504 728-6491 
Email: kelly.lambert@shell.com 
Internet: http://www.shell.com 
 



mailto:Kelly.Lambert@shell.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

http://www.shell.com/






From: kristie squarsich
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:21:48 PM


Please Save Coconut Beach Please Thank You      
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From: Kristi Trentecosta
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 9:08:18 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is planning to use part 
or all of Coconut Beach in the new pumping station planned for the 
17th St. Canal. Though the pumping station project is undoubtedly 
important to our city, Coconut Beach is too. More than just a sports 
complex, Mickey Retif/Coconut Beach is a venue that brings members of 
our community together, adds to our quality of life, promotes healthy 
activity and exercise, and is just plain fun. 
 
Fun may not seem important in the planning of flood protection, but 
living in the Greater New Orleans area is stressful. Every year we 
deal with evacuations, power outages, hurricane anxiety, and all the 
related issues and concerns.  Being able to connect with friends, 
compete, socialize (in a way not centered around drinking and eating) 
and PLAY goes a long way in fortifying our resilience and resolve. 
 
It isn't always easy to live here, but we do it because we love it, 
because we share good times with our fellow citizens and because we 
have fun.  Please do your part to protect Coconut Beach.  It's more 
important than you may think. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kristi Trentecosta 
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From: Lindsay Faulk
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:11:06 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lindsay Faulk Kratzer 
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From: Rhonda Retif
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:35:29 PM


Please save our only beach and sporting complex.  It was name after my cousin 
and would hate to see his memorial dedication torn down.  He meant alot to our 
community. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rhonda C. Retif 
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From: Smith, Kathleen
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:37:26 AM


The Coconut Beach area provides great recreation and is enjoyed by many!!!  
Including me!!! 
 
PLEASE RE-VISIT YOUR PLANS TO DESTROY THE BEACH!! 
 
Kathleen Smith 
945 Harding Drive 
New Orleans, La 
 
The information in this e-mail is confidential, may be legally privileged and is 
intended solely for the addressee. If you have received this e-mail in error, you 
are hereby notified that any use, distribution, or copying of this communication 
is strictly prohibited. 
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From: Salvia Makee
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Keep coconut beach....
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 5:20:52 PM


 
Gib Owen, 
 
Coconut beach is more important then a pump station. Its our home. Please 
keep it there, safe and sound right where it belongs. 
 
Salvia Makee, LMP 
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From: Lyndsey Manalla
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: PLEASE DON"T TAKE OUR HOME AWAY! SAVE COCONUT BEACH NOLA!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:21:35 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I don't know if you are a volleyball player, father, teacher, or just a very 
powerful man for the corps... but PLEASE, don't take our home away from us! I 
have been involved with the complex for over 12 years now. I grew up there, 
had my first kiss there, my first boy/girl party there, won my first volleyball 
tournament there... and in a few years, I plan to be married and I can not think 
of a more symbolic place to have wedding parties in preparation for my big day. 
 
I am sure you have valid reason to tear us down, but you have no idea what an 
impact this place has had on our city! This is the most monumental place since 
Katrina, we have booked tournaments, full leagues, young families come out to 
see us weekly. 
 
Please, I am begging you. I am sure you are busy and do not have time for us 
and to be dealing with our sad little stories, but unfortunately you are not just 
tearing down our playground, you're tearing down our homes. PLEASE find some 
other way to keep the complex open, so I can share one of the happiest days of 
my life with the people I love. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Lyndsey Manalla 
 
 
-- 
Lyndsey Manalla 
www.fameagency.com/lyndseymanalla 
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From: HALLILA, JOSHUA S.
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 8:16:37 AM


You can't take this place away from the city.  Coconut beach is a landmark and 
keeps so many people off the streets.  It's one of the biggest sand volleyball 
places in the country.  Please, have a heart when you make a decision that 
involves so many people. 
 
 
Thanks, 
Scott Hallila 
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From: meagvball12@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: coconutbeach@jovada.com; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 5:19:03 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
Let me first start off by saying that I do not envy the position that you are in at 
all. Although I am not local to your area, I am a resident of Northwest Florida 
and we deal with a lot of weather related issues as well. I understand that 
flooding is a danger to your community, as it is to mine. I don't claim to be as in 
the know as some of the locals there, but I feel I do have a pretty good grasp on 
what is going on. I have been traveling to Coconut Beach to play volleyball for a 
few years now, and I know several of my friends have been traveling over there 
for many years, just to play volleyball at Coconut Beach.  Volleyball has been a 
part of my life for over 10 years now, and although some people don't 
understand the obsession, I can assure you it is more than just a sport.  We play 
volleyball on a daily basis here in Fort Walton Beach, FL.  It is like a second 
family, and we as a group travel to New Orleans to play several times a year.  
We have really gotten to know Bruce, and the regular players in New Orleans, 
and I know how much this facility means to them.  I don't even live there, and 
this facility is important to me and the rest of the group from Florida. We have 
so many great memories from our trips there, and would be crushed if we were 
unable to create more. Coconut Beach Volleyball is a lifestyle, and a second 
home to many of the locals there that I have been so fortunate to meet.  All I 
can ask is that if there is any other option that will allow such a positive place as 
Coconut Beach to coexist with your pumping station, consider the lives that this 
complex has touched, not just those that live there, but those that look forward 
to our next trip to New Orleans. 
 
Thank you for listening, 
Meaghan Hoepfl 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 
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From: Bergeron, Michael (BANK)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:08:14 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Bergeron 
 
AVP / Branch Manager 
 
Jefferson Ave Branch 
 
PH  504-533-7221 
 
Fax 504-533-7222 
 
VM 504-533-5146 
 
mike.bergeron@capitalonebank.com 
 
C1_Core_2CG_RGB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and/or proprietary 
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to Capital One and/or its affiliates. The information transmitted herewith 
 
is intended only for use by the individual or entity to which it is 
 
addressed.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, 
 
you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, dissemination, 
 
distribution, copying or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance 
 
upon this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
 
communication in error, please contact the sender and delete the material 
 
from your computer. 
 
 
 








From: Brett, Elliott
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: So I hear...
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:32:52 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I hear that the decision to impact Coconut Beach by taking a portion or all of this 
recreational facility for pumping station staging area is based partly upon the 
lack of email in support of the playground, whereas II Tony’s has received over 
2300 emails supporting it. 
 
 
 
That is a foolish basis. 
 
 
 
I can guarantee that II Tony’s has fewer clients per week than Coconut Beach.  
It’s really easy for people to send an email, but true votes come with a 
presence.  I helped rebuild Coconut Beach after Katrina with my own sweat and 
muscle, I play in two leagues per week, and I participate in the tournaments on 
Monday night and weekends.  I support the pro-shop by purchasing clothes, and 
I support the bar and grill.  In my 10 years as a Lakeview resident, I’ve been to 
II Tony’s one time.  It was nice enough.  I don’t wish any harm upon them.  I 
didn’t start going to Coconut Beach until 8 years ago, and I didn’t actually know 
about II Tony’s, or any of the other Bucktown area restaurants until I became a 
regular at Coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
Why does any of this matter?  Who am I?  Well, I’m one of the young 
professionals, in an engineering firm for the offshore oil and gas industry, that 
has helped to rebuild the city.  My wife is an engineer in the aerospace industry 
in New Orleans. 
 
 
 
After Katrina, I bought a house in Lakeview, because of my love of Lakeview and 
Coconut Beach, to be closer to the people and activities that make this city 
worthwhile to me.  I was and am excited about living in New Orleans because of 
my community at Coconut Beach.  If Coconut Beach goes away, I will start 
listening to my wife and leave this city.  She already says there isn’t enough to 
do here besides drink and eat. 
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I hope you come out to see the community that will be destroyed by the action 
that is currently proposed. 
 
 
 
I remember the meeting at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church where the Corps of 
Engineers vowed not to get rid of Coconut Beach.  Were you the tall guy who 
said all that? 
 
 
 
Elliott G. Brett 
 
EDG Consulting Engineers 
 
3900 N Causeway Blvd, Suite 700 
 
Metairie, LA  70002-1763 
 
(504) 934-2149  Office 
 
(504) 296-8818  Mobile 
 
(504) 455-0868  Fax 
 
 
 








From: ccschmitt@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach - Volley Ball Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:35:39 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
I am a 42 year woman, who has been living in New Orleans for the past 25 
years.  I came from Guatemala City, Central America, grew up playing volley 
ball, since I was 7 years old.  When I found Coconut beach in 1991, I didn't 
know anybody there, but I love the game, got with a team and since have been 
playing at Coconut Beach.  I have met many people from all over, some that 
came to school and left, others that came from other countries and stay, and 
other natives.  I met my husband of 6 years 9 years ago, we know many people 
who have met their better half's while playing at Coconut Beach.  
 
Coconut Beach to me is like a big extended family, most of us have been 
knowing each other for years, we have seeing our families grow.  Some of us 
have children that now are playing either in our teams or in their own teams, we 
have seeing these kids grow in front of our eyes.  I wish other people would 
have the chance that we had to focus in doing something good, physically and 
mentally.  Bruce, Mike and the other people had always kept the atmosphere, 
family oriented, safe and fun. 
 
After Katrina, my husband and I had to relocate to Denham Spring for 8 
months.  While trying to put our house and our lives together, there was one 
thing that brought light to our dark days, Coconut Beach was coming back, when 
everybody else was leaving, Bruce and a group of friends were cleaning, trying 
to put the complex back together and they were doing it for us - to have some 
type of normalcy in the midst of the unknown.  It most have been hard for them 
to do it on their own, if we were waiting on somebody else to come and do it, 
we would still be waiting. 
 
Loosing Coconut Beach would be like loosing part of our lives, please don't take 
it away! 
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From: Lizzie Peyroux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:18:54 PM


Gib, 
 
I just wanted you to know how important Coconut Beach is to me and New 
Orleans. I have been playing volleyball there since 2005. I go there about 2 
times a week to play and spend money in the local economy. Please consider 
allowing Coconut Beach and the pumping station to coexist. 
 
Thousands of people go to "the beach" on a regular basis. Please let that 
continue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lizzie Peyroux 
 
 
-- 
------------------ 
Lizzie Peyroux 
(225) 921 8721 
 



mailto:lizzie.peyroux@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: David Kenney
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:06:36 AM


 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
  
I want to express my support for the mutual existence of the proposed 17th 
Street Canal pumping station and Coconut Beach.  I believe both are important 
and necessary, and would like to see a plan that included both in their current 
vicinity.  Thank you for listening to my comments. 
  
Regards, 
  
David M. Kenney 
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From: farrellkatiem@gmail.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:32:52 PM


I urge you to reconsider your plans to take over the land where Coconut Beach 
now exists. I love Coconut Beach, and I would be devastated if it was torn down. 
I understand the importance of the pumping station, but there must be some 
way it can coexist with Coconut Beach. Go there any night of the week and see 
for yourself the hundreds of young people and families having fun in a safe 
environment, and you will understand what you would be destroying. Please 
reconsider your options. 
 
Thank you, 
Katie Farrell 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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From: Sarah Gordon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:29:48 AM


Please do not put a pumping station over coconut beach. I am in nursing school 
and coconut beach is what I look forward to every week. It is a great place to 
socialize and have fun. It would be a serious loss to New Orleans if Coconut 
Beach was ruined. 
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From: RDH
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: In effort to save Coconut beach....
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 2:25:36 AM


I understand that you're the man to speak with when discussing the option of 
setting up a new pumping station here in New Orleans. 
Personally, I understand the system to which you're forced to work within and 
certain guidelines have to be met, but if it's possible understand and listen to my 
plea to not destroy one of the simple places that I, and a lot of other people 
have to enjoy themselves. I'm not a dedicated volleyball enthusiast by any 
means but I do like to unwind and have a good time when I'm not under dead 
line for an article or when I've got a pressing issue at hand. Coconut beach 
provides me with a place to relax and have fun with other people, with no 
agenda. I understand the options are limited and that you've gotta make some 
choices to keep us afloat and I appreciate the strong commitment that you're 
providing to all of us as citizens. So, please take into consideration my words 
that if you've got other options, use them. I don't need to  lose another place I 
enjoy in the wake of Katrina. 
 
All the best, 
 
Bobby 
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From: Fred Rittler Bassil"s Ace Hardware
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 4:44:03 PM


dear gib, 
 
    please take into consideration that Coconut beach is one of the eight best 
volleyball complexes in the nation when making your decision about the land for 
the pumping station. The Corona Wide open tour has just come through town, 
and was a success despite the terrible weather. This volleyball complex brought 
a positive attitude and hope for those people from Lakeview when others 
thought it would never come back. Bruce brought hope to a desaster ravaged 
community, and gave us all a reason to believe Lakeview was worth investing in. 
The pumping station to protect our area is completely necessary, and as a 
community we must work together to preserve the livelyhood of a community 
that will forever be a staple is New Orleans and Louisiana history alike. To me, 
Coconut Beach is a flag waving along the battered front line of the coast of Lake 
Ponchatrain - screaming that the people of this area will never really leave. This 
complex has remained one of the best in the nation, despite having buildings 
literally wash away less than a block from the complex. I was there when Bruce 
poured a lot of money - a LOT of sand - and a lot of sweat into re-opening 
Coconut beach, while other establishments of the area STILL lay uninhabited. 
Taking this land away from Bruce would mean to me that the Corps of Engineers 
discourages buisness-owners from re-building in disaster prone areas. Bruce 
should be commended for his courageous actions, not punished for giving 
people hope. Thank you for your time, and God-Bless. 
 
Kenneth G. Rittler Jr. 
krittler@uno.edu 
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From: Suzette Keegan
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volley Ball Complex
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:32:43 PM


To whom it may concern: 
 
 
 
Please be advised that as a taxpayer and former volleyball player that I am 
extremely concerned that Coconut Beach could be negatively impacted by the 
flood protection project under way.  We have too few outlets for our teenagers 
and young adults that encourage physical fitness and group dynamics.  I have 
kids who are old enough or reaching the age of being able to play volleyball here 
and am saddened to know that it could be in jeopardy.  Please consider this 
email as my vote as a local citizen to keep this complex intact and in place.  Feel 
free to advise me via email of the ongoing issues surrounding this project as it 
impacts Coconut Beach Volleyball Project. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Suzette Keegan 
 
1345 Homestead Ave. 
 
Met, LA  70005 
 
 
 
Suzette Keegan 
 
Endorsement Franchising & Marketing 
 
Keegan Enterprises International 
 
www.keeganenterprises.com <http://www.keeganenterprises.com/> 
 
866-862-6912 
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From: Pedro Lucero
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach - Gib Owens
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 2:04:22 AM


Gib Owens, 
 
I am a player and used to coach volleyball at Coconut Beach. As of last week, 
several of us had been informed that we may lose our beloved Coconut Beach. 
We truely understand the safety of our beautiful city, but we hope to think there 
are some options to this situation. i know there are enough of us willing to do 
anything to keep Cocnut Beach open. Not to mention I know this is one of the 
few City Parks that generates some moneys for the city and we would like to 
keep this going. I could go on and on about how Coconut Beach has affected so 
many people in a positive way, before and after Katrina, but I appreciate the 
small amount of time you have given me already. 
 
God Bless and thank you, 
Pedro Lucero 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
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From: Gary Squarsich
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:18:26 PM


Please Save Coconut Beach Thank You     
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From: Gail Freese
To: MVN Environmental; 
cc: Brian Freese; 
Subject: Coconut beach new Orleans
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:26:53 AM


Our fine city once again has much to be thankful for, and while   
Coconut Beach is among that large number it is unique in what it adds  
to the City of New Orleans in terms a safe place for young  
professionals to meet, network and exercise.  Please help us in  
preserving this New Orleans asset. 
 
Gail Freese 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



mailto:gfreese1@cox.net

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

mailto:bfreese@vbar.com






From: Parker Waters
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 10:01:53 AM


To: Gib Owen 
 
I saw the following letter and quite honestly, I couldn't have said it better myself. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Parker Waters 
 
Coconut Beach made such a difference in my son's life. He was like so many of 
our youth, bored feeling like there is nothing to do in the area but go out 
clubbing, drinking. 
 
After joining a team at Coconut Beach, an old passion for the sport of volleyball 
was revived, he met lots of different people, and became concerned with being 
healthier and in better shape to play the sport. 
 
Now he goes to Coconut Beach several times a week, training and playing on 
teams. He travels to Mississippi and Florida to participate in volleyball 
tournaments. How many other young people in our area have been helped this 
way by Coconut Beach over the last 21 years? 
 
Lead stories in the local news lately are all about young people resorting to 
crime and about failing businesses. Why then are the Corps of Engineers 
wanting to destroy one of the only places left for young people to go and enjoy 
a afternoon or evening of sports? Why are the Corps of Engineers wanting to 
destroy a thriving business in New Orleans? 
 
Not only do they want to take over the land at Coconut Beach, but they do not 
want to pay anything to compensate Coconut Beach. 
 
I have an idea, instead of spending millions on improving public opinion, just try 
doing the right thing, the fair and moral thing for Coconut Beach. If there is no 
other way to complete the pumping station at 17th Street without taking over 
the current location of Coconut Beach, then pay to relocate Coconut Beach to 
land in the immediate area that has been left abandoned and underutilized. 
 
Imagine the positive headlines for a change, "Corps of Engineers Help Save a 
Thriving Popular New Orleans Business; Coconut Beach". 
 
Save Coconut Beach, save our youth, save a thriving business in New Orleans. 
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Thank you. 
 
Peggy Prescott 








From: Alejandra Urbizo
To: MVN Environmental; Carolina Urbizo I; Claudio; Grace Bernhard; 


Karen Reyes; Karl Bernhard; Marlene Georges; 
Subject: Coconut Beach in New Orleans
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 4:27:44 PM


Good afternoon! 
 
I want to include myself in the petition to not close down Coconut Beach in New 
Orleans.  There has to been some option that the Army Corps of Engineers can 
suggest and help out.  For us - youth, young adults, adults, anybody who loves 
volleyball - this is a place where we can come and relax, de-stress, and hang out 
with friends.  This is an atmosphere that is good for individuals, it doesn't drive 
them into criminal activities, instead teaches them to become good competitors 
and shows us that there are good activities in this city.  Please do not take away 
something that we love. 
 
I belong to a Hispanic Christian church and I can tell you from experience that 
there are not a lot of places in the city where we can take our youth group to 
hang out.  Finding new and "good" environments is hard.  Coconut Beach has 
been a hang out place for us, for our youth group, where we can have fun but 
also represent God in the best possible light. 
 
I know there many, many, many individuals that would join me in this fight to 
save one of recreational places.  Please hear our voices and work with us to 
come to a solution that will benefit both parties. 
 
Thank you! 
Alejandra Urbizo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
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From: Ken Bode
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:32:12 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I want to reitierate my desire to keep Coconut Beach where it is now without 
compromising the city of New Orleans' safety.  I appreciate all the work the 
Corps is putting in to maintain the safety of the citizens of New Orleans, but I 
also want to express the importance of Coconut Beach to myself as well as 
others in the community.  Coconut Beach allows me to get away from the 
stresses of daily life and relax for a couple of hours each week.  I ask you to 
pass our concerns along so others may understand what the Beach means to its 
constituents.  I hope a peaceful resolution can be found where the safety of the 
city is maintained as well as Coconut Beach (in its current location). 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Ken Bode 
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From: Sierra Stewart
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: defend coconut beach!!!
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 1:12:52 AM


 
 
Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am a concerned New Orleanian that is very upset about the threat of closing 
coconut beach. I understand that this project may help our city out, but yall 
have not considered the amount of people that this will dramatically affect. Not 
only did my high school volleyball team train there over the summer,that is 
many people's summer job, and many go there for a fun and relaxing day/night 
to enjoy beach volleyball. There is nothing like that anywhere else in our city and 
I would appreciate it greatly if you did not take that away from us!!!!! 
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From: Patsy Werling
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:17:22 PM


i am writing you to voice my concern about the possible closure of Coconut 
Beach volleyball complex.  My daughter, her husband and son have all played at 
Coconut Beach for many years.  It is a large part of thier lives.  Coconuts was 
where my daughter met her husband.  My grandson is dating someone he met 
at Coconut Beach.  My grandson has worked as a referee at Coconut Beach, 
when it is difficult for young men to find a good part-time job.  
 
Please try and save the important recreational and social community that is 
Coconut Beach. 
 
Sincerely, 
Patricia Werling 
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From: Yvette Adcock
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:26:42 AM


Leave our only damn beach alone!! We'd appreciate that. 
 
 
Yvette Adcock 
 
Yvette Adcock 
Lee, Futrell and Perles, LLP 
201 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 4120 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70170 
Phone:(504) 569-1725 
Fax: (504) 569-1726 
yadcock@leefutrell.com 
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From: Daniel.Abbott@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:59:07 AM


Hi Gib, 
 
We were advised at our regular Tuesday night League this week that you are 
considering using part or all of the complex for a New Pumping Station. Being an 
engineer myself, I realize that there are probably some very good reasons why 
you've chosen the site. I also know that there are almost certainly alternative 
plans available. 
 
I would urge you to please not underestimate the importance of the Coconut 
Beach Volleyball complex to New Orleans. A lot of time and energy has been put 
into rebuilding the complex since Hurricane Katrina. If you head down on any 
week-night during Spring, Summer or Fall you'll see hundreds of players playing 
on the nets in friendly competition. I myself started playing two years ago and 
have enjoyed every night since. 
 
There are no alternative beach volleyball complexes in New Orleans. I believe 
the closest is in Mississippi. I urge you to please look closely at ways to 
compromise and achieve your goals of Category 5 hurricane defense but also 
allow for the citizens of New Orleans to have a world class beach volleyball 
complex. 
 
Please let me know if I can do anything to help. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Dan Abbott 
504-491-5480 
 
Daniel Abbott 
Reservoir Engineer - Ursa / Princess 
Shell Exploration & Production Company 
NOR OSS 2350 
One Shell Square, P. O. Box 61933, New Orleans, LA 70161-1933, United States 
of America 
 
Tel: +1 504 728 7679 
Fax: +1 504 278 0037 
Email: daniel.abbott@shell.com 
Internet: http://www.shell.com 
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From: Wendt-Harris, Barbara
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Volleyball
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 4:19:59 PM


Dear Mr. Gib Owen: 
 
 
 
I am writing to ask that the Army Core of Engineers PLEASE take as little as 
possible of the Coconut Beach property when they build their new pumping 
station. 
 
 
 
I started playing volleyball at Coconut Beach to make adult friends in 2001 as I 
moved to the New Orleans area from the north and knew no one. 
 
 
 
I now have hundreds of friends and several close friends due to  volleyball. 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach is a clean safe place in New Orleans to have fun. 
 
 
 
People come with their children and dogs to socialize.  Many people come on 
nights when they are not playing just to watch. 
 
 
 
Coconut Beach is one of the places in New Orleans full of positive energy where 
all are welcome. 
 
 
 
When I have out of town guest we always check out Coconut beach.  It is an 
impressive complex and my guests are envious. 
 
 
 
There must be a site in New Orleans to build a pumping station where you will 
not have to destroy one of the city’s long lasting, fun, health promoting, feel 
good activities. 
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Thank you! 
 
 
 
Barbara L. Wendt-Harris 
 
 
 








From: Morgan Squarsich
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save cocnut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:15:39 PM


Please Save Coconut Beach Thank You 
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From: Blackburn, Susan
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please SAVE Coconut Beach!!
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:57:41 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Please help us save Coconut Beach!  This venue is very important to the citizens 
of not only New Orleans, but all of southern Louisiana.  The beach provides a 
safe, healthy relief from the stress of the city and daily life. This is one of the 
major reasons why my fiancé and I continue to live here in New Orleans.  
Without out, I don’t know how much longer we will live here. It is THAT 
important to us!!  Coconut Beach is bringing life back to the West End and the 
area can continue to grow and thrive unless it is torn down for a pumping 
station. You have other places to go, we do not! Please listen to the thousands 
of people who cherish Coconut Beach and build the station somewhere else!! 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan Blackburn 
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From: Nathan Henne
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:29:56 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I appreciate your efforts to improve the safety of New 
Orleans.  The purpose of this message is to ask that you do 
all that you can to preserve Coconut Beach in your ongoing 
efforts to improve hurricane protection here in New Orleans. 
 Coconut Beach provides an important gathering place for the 
people of New Orleans; it encourages comraderie of NO 
citizens, which has been important in the rebuilding effort. 
 In addition CB is a unique way for NO citizens to stay in 
shape.  Please know that Coconut Beach is very important to 
me and my friends and family; please pursue alternative 
plans that won't take this away from us. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Nathan 
 
Nathan C Henne, PhD 
Department of Languages and Cultures 
Loyola University, New Orleans 
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From: eric@northcoastoil.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Do not Close Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:16:07 AM


Dear Mr. Owens, 
 
I have been playing volleyball at Coconut Beach since 1989, that’s 20 years. 
 
This complex is home to thousands of recreational and semi pro players in the 
New Orleans area. 
 
Please design the pumping stations to where the complex can remain and 
thousands of kids, young and old (as myself) can continue using the complex. 
 
Please call or email if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks for supporting one of the south’s finest volleyball complexes. 
 
 
 
Eric C. Broadbridge 
 
Geologist 
 
 
 
Northcoast Oil Company 
 
610 E. Rutland St. 
 
Covington, LA  70433 
 
 
 
985-898-3577 ext. 2 (Office) 
 
985-898-3585 (FAX) 
 
504-884-0049 (Mobile) 
 
 
 
eric@northcoastoil.com 
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From: Sierra Stewart
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: defend coconut beach!!!
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 1:12:13 AM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am a concerned New Orleanian that is very upset about the threat of closing 
coconut beach. I understand that this project may help our city out, but yall 
have not considered the amount of people that this will dramatically affect. Not 
only did my high school volleyball team train there over the summer,that is 
many people's summer job, and many go there for a fun and relaxing day/night 
to enjoy beach volleyball. There is nothing like that anywhere else in our city and 
I would appreciate it greatly if you did not take that away from us!!!!! 
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From: Brian Freese
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 3:42:49 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I want to make known my desire to keep Coconut beach alive and well.  Please 
help our volleyball community.  We need to do all we can to defend our beach 
and keep this local gold mine intact. 
 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Brian 
 
 
 
Brian Freese 
 
Project Engineer 
 
VERSABAR, INC. 
 
 
 
bfreese@vbar.com <mailto:bfreese@vbar.com> 
 
(Phone) 504-392-3200 
 
(Fax)     504-392-3211  
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From: rmelancon4@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:09:23 PM


My sister has been playing ball every season since coconut beach open and i've 
been out there since 1990 along with other friends and family.  We live in New 
Orleans and Metairie and there is no reason for the corp have to take use of this 
land.  There are other spots around that area which can be used why displace 
something postive.  
 
Find another way and leave this area along!! 
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From: webovation@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:55:47 AM


Mr. Owens, 
 
I am a Baton Rouge resident and have never actually played volleyball at 
Coconut Beach, but I have played for years at a local complex called Mango's 
which is very similar.  I know I would be extremely concerned if something like 
this were to be happening to my complex so I want to email you to please ask 
that you do whatever is possible to cause as little impact onto the complex as 
possible.  I have gained numerous great friendships from out on my court and I 
actually have a team with family and friends on different nights.  
 
Please, please consider doing whatever is possible to minimize the impact on the 
complex. 
 
Kevin Hood 
www.geauxwebsites.com 
www.beatsaban.com 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1222627952x1201458914/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819460%3B36680227%3Bi>  
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From: Norton, Elizabeth Bray 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:27:59 PM


Dear Army Core of Engineers, 
 
Please do not take over Coconut Beach volleyball space. I have been playing 
there off and on for 6 years.  It is delightful, and there is no other place in the 
city like it.  It is particularly wonderful in the urban landscape of New Orleans to 
have an outdoor athletic facility right by the lake.  There is nothing nicer than 
going to play volleyball or hang out with other players in the evenings, watching 
the sun set and the pelicans just hanging out on the water.  In addition,  
Coconut Beach's important to the lakefront community became very clear to me 
after Katrina.  I grew up in a nearby neighborhood in the lakefront and was very 
aware of how slow the area came back (and continues to do so).  However, 
even before grocery stores returned, Coconut Beach had resumed games, 
resuming its wonderful community activity.  Thus, for the lakefront community, 
the New Orleans urban environment, and my personal benefit, once again please 
do not take over the Coconut Beach Volleyball area. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dr. Elizabeth Norton 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellow 
Tulane University 
Dept. of Microbiology & Immunology 
1450 Tulane Ave, SL-38 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
504-988-2171 
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From: Wendy Adams
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 12:15:37 AM


Dear Mr Owen, 
 
My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut Beach volleyball 
community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during Katrina, 
and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
 
Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are volleyball 
fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity that 
will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 
great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or 
socializing in a smokey bar room.  
Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and soul of what 
New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started on net 
18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my 
office, right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being 
outside, and the wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and 
would hang around after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get 
enough of the outdoors and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft 
team and made the first of many good friends.  Over the years we have worked 
our way up to the advanced level nets, improving our volleyball but more 
importantly developing the type of friendships that can only be likened to family. 
For years now, season after season, we see each other several nights a week for 
hours on end.  We spend holidays together, enjoy all the local festivals en 
masse, vacation together, and never miss birthdays.  We are professionals and 
students, single and married, aged 18 thru to and past 60. Some of us are born 
and raised here, some came down for school or work and fell in love with the 
city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
 
When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but those of us 
who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up and 
running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, 
reuniting with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, 
traveling each night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to 
Coconut brought a sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life 
was so surreal. 
 
After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we were asked by 
the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why stay?"   The 
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answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, the 
culture, the people...always the people. 
 
Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships clearly has a 
fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is expectant and 
deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all believe the 
effort to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, but 
surely there must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at 
West End Beach. There are so many who would be devastated if we lost 
Coconut Beach.  It is not worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work 
and plan to ensure the survival and longevity of the region, if the very element 
we wish to preserve is destroyed in the process. 
 
We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and Coconut Beach is 
a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we are rebuilding. 
We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
 
-Wendy Adams 








From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:15:15 AM


 
Please don&#39;t take Coconut Beach it is a great place that helps bring in 
millions of dollars for Childrens Hospital. 
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From: sidney montecino
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 3:30:16 PM


SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT 
BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT 
BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT 
BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!
SAVE COCONUT BEACH!!!!!!!!!!!SAVE the BEACH!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Thanks for the time, 
Sidney Montecino 
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From: Megan Squarsich
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 7:07:44 PM


please save cocnut beach thank you      
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From: Chris Laird
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:54:43 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I've heard about the possibility, almost certainty that Coconut Beach will be 
commandeered for a pumping station. I'm also aware that the possible 
procurement of anywhere from 10%-100% is being thrown around.  I'm hoping 
this email will have some bearing on the possibility of using as few acres/parcels 
of land as necessary for the pumping station.  
 
I'm certain that everyone understands the need for a pumping station and 
certainly one in that location, however the need for Coconut Beach is an 
important factor as well.  It served a purpose for the residents of the New 
Orleans area as well as the many people that visit the complex to return to 
sense of normalcy. It not only serves as a recreational/sport facility, but also an 
attraction to the many people from outside of New Orleans that come to 
Coconut Beach specifically to play there. 
 
I hope my email has made some impact and you will insure that minimal, if any 
possession will occur. 
 
Yours in sport, 
 
Chris Laird 
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From: Mary Lou Adams
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH l
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:26:34 PM


mr. owen, please do not close coconut beach at the lakefront.  it is such an 
important complex used by many. sincerely mary lu adams 
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From: Gregory Bruce
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:12:36 AM


Mr Owen, please reconsider your attempts at commandeering all or a 
portion of the coconut beach volley ball complex. It obviously means 
so much to so many. There must be another way, and I'm sure the staff 
at the Corps can surely come up with another location for a pumping 
station on the 17th street canal. Have a good day. 
Gregory Bruce 
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From: Wendy Adams
To: CLAASSEN@aol.com; 
cc: agreenbaum@ups.com; kujomo@gmail.com; MVN Environmental; 


bethg@krebssurvey.com; kevin_drouet@urscorp.com; melanieroy1@gmail.com; 
cmpasos@cox.net; heather480b@yahoo.com; jralbano1@yahoo.com; 
EllenA@unitedwaynola.org; djjuanes1977@yahoo.com; manello@auduboninstitute.
org; binlondon@hotmail.com; Suetyger@aol.com; Gracebank@aol.com; 
jbean@cfbean.com; mkbillings@lycos.com; erinealexander@gmail.com; jude.
boudreaux@gmail.com; fitzkaren@gmail.com; amy@youngleadershipcouncil.org; 
egbrett@edg.net; kencazaubon@yahoo.com; Maria.Cea@grainger.com; 
jcminyme@yahoo.com; schyzyk@yahoo.com; doncos@webtv.net; 
johnc@stewartla.com; dawn.davis@noaa.gov; dorettedavis@hotmail.com; Kevin.C.
Davis@maf.nasa.gov; adicks@lsuhsc.edu; 1dmendez@bellsouth.net; 
cdusang@yahoo.com; Teamfreeland@cox.net; avfroelich@gmail.com; 
jfuentes70@gmail.com; jpfunk123@yahoo.com; mdfunk@hotmail.com; 
gg_gag@cox.net; EddyG9@cox.net; phickm@gmail.com; Mark.
Hogan@smtechnologies.com; danelleindovina@yahoo.com; katie.ives@gmail.com; 
tjackson@timespicayune.com; estelljohnson@sbcglobal.net; jennrj73@yahoo.com; 
mjohns9@entergy.com; bjones@carrolltontech.com; jujones2000@yahoo.com; 
giovannicjuarez@yahoo.com; karenmj76@hotmail.com; lovekkj11@hotmail.com; 
stephhjuarez@yahoo.com; sjuarez8@cox.net; erinkenly@yahoo.com; allen.
kuhnell@gmail.com; qlandry@cox.net; valandry_1214@yahoo.com; 
armandoleduc@yahoo.com; steph_lee74@yahoo.com; Loriannlevy@aol.com; 
smajors@theehrhardtgroup.com; lmanganello@carrolltontech.com; 
gmarney@handsonneworleans.org; jmarsh30@hotmail.com; jandmbgreen@cox.
net; Amcneil@ochsner.org; jmitchell@cochranfirm.com; annaalford@hotmail.com; 
NNiklaus@test-us.com; kmnorenb@yahoo.com; dennis.ohara@yahoo.com; 
wayne@bridgehouse.org; bozkan@alhamco.net; smileholls@yahoo.com; 
k_palermo@yahoo.com; stu@stu.org; emilypalit@gmail.com; tpalit@gmail.com; 
nlpb3@cox.net; carolynp@osisoft.com; RPIRAGUSA@aol.com; 
readec@carrolltontech.com; kendramail@gmail.com; MelodyR@unitedwaynola.
org; reidlc@arlaw.com; cheryl_w_reinhard@yahoo.com; russout@netzero.com; 
sreiher@operationkids.org; Kathy_Riedlinger@nops.k12.la.us; 
originalmrsrobinson@hotmail.com; uberquatz@yahoo.com; dr146@columbia.edu; 
msanchez@sanchezfirm.com; Gregory.F.Schieleit@maf.nasa.gov; ernesto@kgla.
tv; mike5rn@hotmail.com; ianrsmithson@gmail.com; thomas.soroe@bellsouth.
com; sidnola@yahoo.com; Jon_Stoddard@intuit.com; jeffrayteague@yahoo.com; 
tim.ryan@novacvideo.org; TinaVega@cox.net; constance5171@yahoo.com; 
tcward@bellsouth.net; alyssaw@bb-cpa.com; Jeriland222@aol.com; 
leicachris@worldnet.att.net; m_winton@yahoo.com; Amber.M.Ellinwood@maf.
nasa.gov; avilla8@yahoo.com; Darin_Acosta@urscorp.com; FaschanA@cdm.com; 
gnevels@cox.net; adams3068@bellsouth.net; LACone@aol.com; mla@abtinc.us; j.
mike.adams@gmail.com; bayoucountess@gmail.com; joycebergman@hotmail.
com; Jeremy.F.Bordes@maf.nasa.gov; marjorie.k.bilinski@maf.nasa.gov; 
joshbeezley@yahoo.com; BAKIKUCHI@aol.com; bfreese@vbar.com; 
bridgetannfalcon@yahoo.com; Chris@reine.biz; the.doug.brown.
experience@gmail.com; carldoes@gmail.com; carolnahrwold@yahoo.com; 
Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; kchin@tulane.edu; dshack02@yahoo.com; 
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doug@redhive.com; blazerd@mac.com; FIRE3RD08@aol.com; 
george@videojones.com; figment830@hotmail.com; elliott@brettfamily.org; 
eric@redhive.com; godcompleks@hotmail.com; Twthoma1@aol.com; 
rfleischmann@cox.net; Cgamb1@aol.com; mhsigns@charter.net; hjwii@hotmail.
com; simon.heather@yahoo.com; lynncj@gmail.com; vbjesus@gmail.com; 
harrisdavid59@msn.com; jklei1@lsuhsc.edu; kenneth.j.leveque@lmco.com; 
Jenna2116@aol.com; jasonortis@yahoo.com; jeffk@southerntheaters.net; 
kleveque@cox.net; KLOPEZ@entergy.com; laraway@kw.com; lsison77@yahoo.
com; mickey70122@gmail.com; monicadbell@bellsouth.net; ryanneal25@hotmail.
com; saskia2222@hotmail.com; Nawlinsdweller@aol.com; petunia666@msn.com; 
PandDGath@aol.com; rmprator@yahoo.com; shawn.pitz@gmail.com; 
paespi0@msn.com; rhettbakerroberts@yahoo.com; rhettroberts@msn.com; 
rk_tabor@yahoo.com; RZimmer@chnola.org; thevenot@audubon-engineering.
com; thevenot@aecno.com; ufsunchic@hotmail.com; vickiesemail@cox.net; 
gailfestfin@yahoo.com; white323@cox.net; 
Midura, Shelley Councilmember Dist A; Fieklow, Arnie Council Member-At-Large; 


Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:41:06 PM


great letter Ben! im all for pump to the river myself.  u familiar w/it? pump to the 
river is considered a "drainage" solution and this station is considered flood 
protection.  we need both. the corp argument is: they wont do it, two different 
projects two monies, their project is flood protection only. asinine f'ed up stuff, huh? 
 
i think the canals should be filled in. 
 
keep up the campaign.  great stuff! 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 2:38 PM, <CLAASSEN@aol.com> wrote: 
 
 
        
        Wendy et al, 
         
        lots of other space-- are the apartments nearest to the beach redone? see map 
in file 
         
        my concerns--------------------- 
         
        Dear Army Corps Project Manager for 17th Street Canal Pumps, 
         
         
        I have tried to understand the goals and projects that the Corps is doing to 
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protect the city of New Orleans from levee breaks and save the destruction by 
flooding, which unfortunately has already occurred. 
         
        As one of many citizens who have no confidence in the analysis and solutions in 
the Corps plans, I am also at a loss to understand the option to add pumps where a 
viable sand volleyball complex is thriving. 
         
        Please sharpen your pencils, adjust your calculations and do not acquire ANY of 
the volleyball complex that Bruce White has worked so hard to bring back. 
         
        Outstanding questions: 
         
        Why did the quick fix pumps right by the bridge go in, in the first place? 
        Quick, a knee jerk reaction to flooding when it was too late, (after the flood)  
with the only value being to cover the very low risk chance of Katrina 2 striking the 
levees within the next three years? 
         
        How is it that the pumping capacity is not additive so that the same pumps 
should remain with parallel of series pumping additions to either add higher volume or 
higher lift, respectively? 
         
        In the site plan, why are the locations closest to the present pumps not 
preferable to the sand volleyball complex? 
         
        What citizen value of the sand volleyball complex is being used in the economic 
evaluation? 
         
        Ben Claassen, 
         
        Citizen of Mid City and volleyball player for 30 plus years 
        
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
         
        In a message dated 5/14/2009 7:52:00 A.M. Central Daylight Time, 
wendyaadams@gmail.com writes: 
 
                
                Dear Mr Owen, 
                
                My name is Wendy Adams, and I am a member of the Coconut Beach 
volleyball community.  I'm from New Orleans, lost my home in Lakeview during 
Katrina, and I would not still be here today if it weren't for Coconut Beach Volleyball 
Complex. 
                Coconut Beach isn't just about volleyball, although many of us are 
volleyball fanatics...and I happen to be one of them. Its a fantastic sport, an activity 
that will provide a means to good physical fitness, but also the perfect pastime, a 







great alternative to sitting in front of the television at night after work or socializing in 
a smokey bar room.  
                Coconut Beach is about friends and family, and truly the heart and soul of 
what New Orleans is to me.  I've played out there for ten years now.  I started on net 
18, the lowest of the beginner nets, on Tuesday nights with a team from my office, 
right after my divorce in 1999.  I loved it so much...the game, being outside, and the 
wonderful people. I wanted to become better at volleyball and would hang around 
after games playing pickup w/ the others who couldn't get enough of the outdoors 
and the fun of the atmosphere.  I signed up on a draft team and made the first of 
many good friends.  Over the years we have worked our way up to the advanced 
level nets, and improving our volleyball but more importantly developing the type of 
friendships that can only be likened to family. For years now, season after season, we 
see each other several nights a week for hours on end.  We spend holidays together, 
enjoy all the local festivals en masse, vacation together, and never miss birthdays.  
We are professionals and students, single and married, aged 18 thru to and past 60. 
Some of us are born and raised here, some came down for school or work and fell in 
love with the city, but we're all Naturally Nawlins. 
                When Katrina hit many of us were scattered  across the country, but those 
of us who returned home came back to Coconut and helped get the courts up and 
running.  While each of use was working to piece our lives back together, reuniting 
with friends was most important.  We started playing volleyball again, traveling each 
night through the devastated streets of Lakeview. Returning to Coconut brought a 
sense of normalcy and means of escape at a time when life was so surreal. 
                After Katrina, the question on everyones minds, the question we were 
asked by the nation and the question we all had to ask ourselves was, "Why stay?"   
The answer was the same for many: the food, the music, the architecture, the 
culture, the people...always the people. 
                Anyone still living in New Orleans despite the obvious hardships clearly has 
a fondness and appreciation for the city.  Everyone in the region is expectant and 
deserving of the best flood protection the Corp can provide. We all believe the effort 
to safeguard  people and property is the first priority for the city, but surely there 
must be a way Coconut Beach and the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
There are so many who would be devastated if we lost Coconut Beach.  It is not 
worth the effort to struggle in an environment, to work and plan to ensure the 
survival and longevity of the region, if the very element we wish to preserve is 
destroyed in the process. 
                We are are the people who chose to stay in New Orleans, and Coconut 
Beach is a part of our lives and our hearts.  We've dug our heals in and we are 
rebuilding. We have dug our heals in the sand and we are home.   
                
                -Wendy Adams 
                
                
                On Thu, May 14, 2009 at 6:24 AM, <agreenbaum@ups.com> wrote: 
                
 







                        Mr. Owen, 
                        
                        Due to uncontrollable circumstances, the city of New Orleans and its 
neighboring cities suffered a substantial loss at the hands of Katrina.  In the years 
since Katrina we have seen the landscape of the area change.  The storm forced the 
city's residents to make the life-altering decision of returning to rebuild, or forge on to 
'higher ground' and start over.  In either case, a loss was felt.  In reality, the loss 
each person felt following Katrina was really relative to their specific situation.  
Whether that loss be a friend that moved away, the closure of a favorite restaurant, 
the house you grew up in, the home you lived in, or a loved one, we all felt a loss.  
The sad thing is that there is no way to tell the physical and emotional toll this has 
taken on the all of those affected by Katrina.  In addition to having to rebuild our lives 
and (in many cases) homes, we also had to manage those intangible losses.  In many 
ways, it is those intangible things that get us through the hard times.  However, it is 
those same intangible things that some people appear to be taking for granted. 
                        
                        Coconut Beach is very much one of these intangible things.  To the 
outsider, it is just a volleyball complex, nothing more.  So, to rid New Orleans of 
Coconut Beach is, in the eyes of an outsider, to simply do way with a volleyball 
complex.  However, Coconut Beach is so much more than just a volleyball complex.  
For me, and so many of us, it has been part of the fabric of our lives for 20 plus 
years.  It is the bar & grill where we go to meet our friends.  It is our gym.  It is that 
one safe place where our children can run and play without worry.  It is where many 
met their spouse.  Most importantly, it is our escape.  Whether that is an escape from 
work, personal battles, or the stress of the past 4 years, Coconut Beach is, and has 
been, that place for thousands of people for a long time.  If asked, many would tell 
you they were there to rebuild Coconut before their home.  However, if there is any 
question as to what Coconut means to its legions of supporters, I invite you to visit 
the bar and peruse the years and years of pictures on display.  In effect, you are 
walking into a lot of homes and telling them to find a new place to live. 
                        
                        Outside of the personal importance Coconut has to so many, I do 
not think we can dismiss it's economic impact.  At this time, it is the only anchor to 
what was once a thriving area of the city.  Its existence will determine if we ever 
again see the restaurant business return to the West End area.  Additionally, we are 
receiving greater exposure nationally for what we have done, which only boosts the 
city's image to the outside world.  We are also seeing more sponsored tournaments, 
which will bring people into the city to play, watch, and support.  Again, it may be 
easy to dismiss Coconut as just a volleyball complex, but for us it is clearly a growing 
entity benefitting its city. 
                        
                        As you will see in the coming days and weeks through e-mail, phone 
calls, & news stories, the city and its residents DO NOT want Coconut to go away.  On 
a personal note, it saddens me that this is even an issue.  On any given night of the 
week you can go to Coconut to see just what it means.  Having just welcomed a son 
into the world, it was my hope that I would one day be able to share the love of the 







sport with him.  To be able to only tell him stories of what was, will be another in a 
long line of losses the Corps brought upon us.  I implore you to engineer another 
solution that will allow Coconut to continue to thrive. 
                        
                        Regards, 
                        
                        Adam Greenbaum 
                        Business Manager, UPS 
                        
                        <mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil> 
                        
                        ________________________________ 
                        From: Wendy Adams [wendyaadams@gmail.com] 
                        Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 2:27 PM 
                        To: kujomo 
                        Cc: Melanie Roy; Carlos Pasos; Heather Albano; John Albano; Ellen 
Altamirano; Juan Altamirano; Meredith Anello; B; Susie b; Grace Bank; Janet Bean; 
Marissa Billings; Erin Alexander Bolles; Jude Boudreaux; Karen (Fitzgerald) 
Boudreaux; Amy Boyle; Elliott Brett; Ken Cazuban; Maria Cea; Jeanne Charlebois; 
Steven Chyzyk; Donald Costello; John Costello; Dawn Davis; Dorette Davis; Kevin C 
Davis; Amy Dickson; DMendez; chris dusang; Michael F. Freeland; Allison Froelich; 
Jorge Fuentes; Jeff Funk; Melissa Funk; Gina Gaglianno; Greenbaum Adam (nol1atg); 
Eddy J. Gutierrez; Peter Hickman; Mark Hogan; Danelle Indovina; Katie Ives; Ted 
Jackson; estell johnson; Jennifer Johnson; Mark Johnson; Brian Jones; Julie Jones; 
Giovanni Juarez; karen juarez; Karina Juarez; Stephanie Juarez; Sandy Juarez-
Johnson; Erin Kenly; Allen Kuhnell; Quinn Landry; Vicky Landry Landry; Armando 
Leduc; STEPHANIE LEE; Lori Levy; Steve Majors; Leigh Manganello; Geneva Marney; 
Julie Marsh; J & MB Green; Andrea McNeil; J Mitchell; anna alford nelson; Nick 
Niklaus; Kris Norenberg; Dennis O'Hara; Wayne Olivio; Bora Ozkan; Holly Palermo; 
Kristie Palermo; Stu Palermo; Emily Palit; Tapash Palit; Nancy Price; Carolyn 
Przybylski; Dominick Ragusa; Christopher Reade; Kendra Reade; Melody Reed; Lee 
Reid; Cheryl Reinhard; Russell Richards; Steve Reiher; Kathy Riedlinger; Julie and 
Larry Robinson; Roy; DiLenny Rocca-Dominguez; Monica Sánchez; Gregory F 
Schieleit; Ernesto Schweikert; Jose Servin; Amanda Smithson; Ian Smithson; Thomas 
Soroe; Sidney Steabman; Jon Stoddard; Jeffrey Teague; TimRyan_NOVAC; 
TinaVega@cox.net; connie ward; Tom & Claire Ward; Alyssa Wenck; Jeri Wheeler; 
Christopher Williams; Mark Winton; Amber Ellinwood; April Villa; Darin Acosta; 
Faschan, Adam; Jenn and Garland Nevels; Kristen Adams; LACone@aol.com; Mary 
Lou Adams; Mike Adams; Rebecca; Bergman, Joyce; Bordes, Jeremy F; Marjorie 
Bilinski; Beezley, Josh; Brenda Kikuchi; Brian Freese; Bridget Falcon; chris@reine.biz; 
doug brown; carl doescher; Carol Nahrwold; Cheryl_Denney@ca5.uscourts.gov; Chin, 
Kenny K; David Shackelford; doug; Durio, Blaise; Greg Davis; E-mail, George Matulik; 
E-mail, Jamie Muscarello; Elliott Brett; eric; Eric vb Porter; Tim Thomas (E-mail); 
Robert Fleischmann; Craig G; Michael Henry; harold sand ninja, harold sand ninja; 
Heather Simon; Lynn Hamilton; Peter Hickman; harrisdavid59@msn.com; Klein, 
Jennifer M.; Leveque, Kenneth J; Jenna Wenna; jason ortis; Jeff Klein; Kenny 
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Leveque; Ken Lopez; laraway@kw.com; Linda Sison; Mickey; monicadbell@bellsouth.
net; Ryan Neal; sand Ninja, ben; sand ninja, saskia; sand ninja, Steve volleyball; 
Stephanie Plescia; panddgath@aol.com; Richard Prator; Shawn Pitz; Espinoza, Pedro; 
Roberts, Rhett; Roberts, Rhett; Randy Tabor; Rhonda Zimmer; Toby Thevenot; Toby 
Thevenot; Mays, Amber; Vickie Lory; Gail Vball; Bruce White 
                        
                        Subject: Re: Save Coconut Beach 
                        
                        
                        Does anybody know Frank Davis?!?!  It would be great to get him 
out there to do a story Thursday or Friday night. 
                        
                        
                        On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:18 PM, kujomo <kujomo@gmail.
com<mailto:kujomo@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                        Likewise. I am also working contacts on facebook and myspace. 
                        
                        Joe 
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 2:16 PM, Melanie Roy 
<melanieroy1@gmail.com<mailto:melanieroy1@gmail.com>> wrote: 
                        I emailed mine a minute ago and I hope all you guys make sure we 
are heard!!!  Mel 
                        
                        
                        
                        On Wed, May 13, 2009 at 1:55 PM, Carlos Pasos <cmpasos@cox.
net<mailto:cmpasos@cox.net>> wrote: 
                        I apologize if some of you get this message more than once, but it's 
just that important. feel free to cut and paste 
                        Thanks 
                        
                        Carlos Pasos 
                        Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                        
                        www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> <http://
www.carlospasos.com/> 
                        504.710.8990 
                        carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                        
 
                        Dear Mr Owen 
                        I'm writing you this email in the hopes that you understand what 
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Coconut Beach means to me and the community. 
                        18 years ago, the first time I put my feet in the this complex, I didn't 
know myself what that was going to mean for the rest of my life. Coconut beach 
became a place where I have meet most of my friends where some of my friends 
have met and formed their Families and where now all of our children play together. 
Coconut Beach closes a gap between people of all backgrounds in our community and 
where families can trust their kids will be in a safe environment. Through out many 
years Coconut Beach has is an outlet where people can stay fit and develop good 
habits, where people develop relationships, where we all can feel good about 
ourselves and our community. 
                        After Katrina Coconut Beach was rebuilt with the help of many of its 
life long members and supporters because it's right, because it was missing because it 
was needed. Katrina brought a lot of pain and dark times for many; Coconut Beach 
did the opposite, it has reunited a large part of our community and that number just 
like before keeps growing, loosing our complex would be nothing short of Katrina 
magnitude, it would tear our Coconut Beach Family apart, it would live a whole where 
normalcy and sense of community and belonging once was. 
                        Loosing our complex would break many hearts and would send the 
wrong message about what is important in our community by ripping away even 
more than Katrina. Many feel the message from our government after Katrina was, 
we don't care, some still feel that way after loosing it all, certainly the circumstances 
of the failures in the levee and canal breaches, the slow response time for help don't 
help this sentiment. Don't allow another wrong to happen, don't allow a positive in 
our lives, in our city, in our future to be ripped away. 
                        Mr Owen save our Coconut Beach, save this big part of our lives and 
our community. 
                        Thanks 
                        The Pasos Family 
                        
                        
                        Carlos Pasos 
                        Pasos Photo & Video llc 
                        
                        www.carlospasos.com <http://www.carlospasos.com/> <http://
www.carlospasos.com/> 
                        504.710.8990 
                        carlos@carlospasos.com<mailto:carlos@carlospasos.com> 
                        
                        830 kent Ave, Metairie LA 
                        
                        
                        
                        On May 13, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Wendy Adams wrote: 
                        
                        This is an effort to bombard the USACE with emails TODAY. 
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                        The May 2009 plans for the Pumping station at the 17th Street Canal 
have been released and Coconut Beach will definitely be impacted.  Coconut Beach 
may soon be closed for good if we don't act in unison now.  We all believe flood 
protection is the first priority for the city but there must be a way Coconut Beach and 
the new pump can coexist at West End Beach. 
                        
                        We have learned that the support Coconut Beach received from the 
over two hundred volleyball players who attended the meeting at St Paul's last spring 
went over very well.  Our efforts were successful, as the ACE and the city had no idea 
we were here in such a large capacity.  Please take a break at lunchtime or a quick 
moment in your day to send Gib Owen of the ACE an email about what Coconut 
Beach means to you. 
                        
                        The May ACE report indicates that II Tony's Restaurant has some 
2,300 emails regarding public support, and Coconut Beach has only 4.  We hope to 
blow them away by the end of the day.  Please help make it happen. 
                        
                        Please also forward your emails to friends, family, and anyone who 
could possibly help with our cause. 
                        
                        Thank you, 
                        
                        Wendy 
                        
                        
                        Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                        
                        mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                        
 
 
                        Bruce has also announced that the local television news stations will 
be out at Coconut tonight around 7pm. 
                        Please come out to show your support if you can. 
                        
                        
                        
                        Attached is additional information that you will need to contact Gib 
Owen. 
                        
                        I talked with Gib Owen on Monday. Gib Owen is the project manager 
for the 
                        pumping station at the 17th canal for the Corp of Engineers 
                        
                        The land that Mike's office, the bar and all of the complex is in a 
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                        Permanent Acquisition Zone. 
                        
                        Mr. Owen advised me that 10% to 100% of Coconut Beach would be 
used in the 
                        New Pumping Station. 
                        
                        Gib Owen has told us that the Corps know the value of the Mickey 
Retif 
                        Sports Complex and Coconut Beach.  I need all players and friends 
of the 
                        Beach to contact Mr. Owen at the following E-mail and Phone 
number and 
                        please tell him how important the complex is to you. 
                        
                        Gib Owen E-mail address and Phone Number 
                        
                        mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 504-862-1337 
                        
 
                        Copies of Individual Environmental Reports (IERs) are available at the 
                        
                        http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.nolaenvironmental.
gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> Web site or, in a  hard copy format, by 
                        
                        contacting Gib  Owen at the US Army Corps of Engineers at 504-862-
1337 or 
                        
                        mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil<mailto:
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil>. 
                        
 
                        Please click on the links below to gain access to documents now 
available 
                        for public  review or to learn more about Corps¹  events and projects. 
                        
                        
                        
                        ANNOUNCEMENTS http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov <http://www.
nolaenvironmental.gov/> <http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/> 
                        
 
                        -The Orleans Parish Pump Station Environmental Assessment (EA) # 
474 and 
                        Draft Finding  of No Significant Impact (DFONSI) #474 are out for 
public 
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                        review. The public review  periods extend from 17 April 2009 to 16 
May 
                        2009.   http://www.nolaenvironmental.gov/OrleansEA.aspx 
                        
                        Thanks for your support. 
                        
                        HELP SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
                        
                        WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER! 
                        
                        Bruce 
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
 
 
 
        
________________________________ 
 
        Recession-proof vacation ideas. Find free things to do in the U.S. <http://travel.
aol.com/travel-ideas/domestic/national-tourism-week?ncid=emlcntustrav00000002> 
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From: Angela Minto
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach=)
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 3:01:35 PM


Mr Owen 
 
I am sure you are getting bombarded with emails and phone calls by all of us 
who love Coconut Beach and want to save it. Well I guess now it's my turn:) 
 
I have lived in NOLA all my life, and I love it. Even after my family moved away, 
I remained here because it is my home, and Coconut Beach is a HUGE part of 
that. I have been playing there for over 10 years and have made so many 
friends that are now my family. Without Coconut Beach to go to every week, I 
would undoubtedly not see them nearly as much. 
 
One steady thing in all the chaos over the last 3 and 1/2 years since Katrina has 
been the efforts of Bruce White and others to get Coconut Beach back up and 
running, and they did so in less than a year. That is how important and special 
Coconut Beach is to us, and now it is even bigger and better than ever. Can you 
imagine coming back here after Katrina to all of the devastation and in 9 months 
be able to go back to Coconut Beach to play ball again? To have something so 
familiar back in our lives? To me and all of us who love the Beach, it was a 
feeling equivalent to, if not better than, having the Saints play in the Superdome 
again for the first time after the storm, and we all know what that did for this 
city. The same applies to Coconut Beach. 
 
Have you ever been to Coconut Beach in the evenings during the week? Have 
you visited on a weekend tournament day? It is fun, it is safe, it's great exercise, 
it's family oriented. How many places around this city can we say that about? I 
understand the need to protect this city from hurricanes and flooding, but this 
city also needs Coconut Beach. If there is no way around taking some of this 
land, PLEASE consider 10% instead of 100% in your plans. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read all of these emails from all of us who love 
Coconut Beach, for in doing so, I am sure you are finding out just how much 
Coconut Beach is and always will be in our hearts. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
Angela Minto=) 
 
 
________________________________ 
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From: Huard, Matt
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:24:36 PM


I’m writing to let you know how much I love Coconut Beach.  I’ve only been 
playing there for 3 years but am already hooked.  It’s a great place to exercise 
and socialize with friends.  Please don’t take their land! 
Thank you, 
 
Matt Huard 
 
222 N Alexander 
 
New Orleans, LA 70119 
 
504-451-8764 
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From: megan squarsich
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:56:44 PM


Please Save Cocnut Beach Thank you      
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From: Waguespack, Albert (AJ)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:58:11 PM


Please keep the acquisation of any land for the pumping station on the 17th 
street canal to a minimum if indeed any needs to be taken. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Albert (Allie) Waguespack 
Flowserve FSD 
Application Engineer 
Phone: 985-783-3915/5416 
Pager: 877-212-5062 
Cell: 225-413-3083 
Fax: 985-783-4270 
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From: Garner, Mary Ann
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach.
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:12:26 AM
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From: Clifton Hill
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Help save Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:52:20 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I received an e-mail informing me of the present situation with Coconut Beach.  
I can't express to you enough what this particular business provides to this 
area.  Not only as a place of recreation for New Orleans area, but we have been 
apart of many charity functions, national tournaments as an ambassador for the 
city, and it was one of the first businesses to comeback to a still devastated 
Lakefront community.  Please if there is anyway possible to spare this area for 
us the people of New Orleans it would be very much appreciated.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Clifton Hill 
Sun Interiors, Ltd, 
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From: Cristen Conwell
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:19:13 PM


Please don't tear down my beach!  Consider other options. 
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From: Valerie Boudreaux
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:54:56 PM


Gib Owens, 
 
I wanted to make you aware of the possible loss of a New Orleans Treasure....
Coconut Beach. The Corp informed Coconut Beach that 10-100% of the Coconut 
Beach Facility land may be taken to build a flood protection wall. 
 
I understand that flood protection is important to the New Orleans residents and 
economy but I feel that something can be done to protect New Orleans during 
storms and Coconut Beach. On a weekly basis Coconut Beach attracts individuals 
from New Orleans as well as many surrounding New Orleans areas including but 
not limited to Slidell, Mandeville, Metairie, Kenner, Laplace and the Westbank; 
along with attracting individuals from all over the country for Volleyball 
Tournaments. Coconut Beach is not only a complex that promotes health and 
physical activity and makes New Orleans a little more unique but it is also a 
community and has helped return life to a Katrina stricken area. 
 
Please help in our crusade to Save Coconut Beach! 
 
Thank you for your hard work in protecting New Orleans but it would be greatly 
appreciated if alternatives can be explored that will spare Coconut Beach! 
 
Thanks, 
Valerie Boudreaux 
ValerieRBoudreaux@gmail.com 
504-237-3269 
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From: Jana Namer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:22:20 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
Sincerely, 
 
J. Namer 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has a new way to see what's up with your friends. Check it out. 
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From: Alana L. Johnson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:10:53 AM


Please save coconut beach.  That is one of the only places that I can bring my 
kids to play on the beach that I can afford and they won’t get shot.  Please save 
the beach!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Alana L. Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
<http://www.neworleanscvb.com/index.cfm> 
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From: TODD FISHER
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:50:31 AM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH       
                
FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!  <http://www.
incredimail.com/index.asp?id=109094&rui=71181910> 
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From: Jennifer Fox
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach cannot go away
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:18:48 PM


 
Coconut Beach is a vital part of many families in the New Orleans area.  There 
are not enough family friendly things to do in this city.  We have been part of 
the Cocobut Beach FAMILY for almost 20 years now.  It would be a terrible thing 
for you guys to take that away from this city.  Now that I am aware of the 
possible fate, I will be joining the rally against the 17th Street Canal project. 
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From: Waguespack, Albert (AJ)
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:58:05 PM


Please keep the acquisation of any land for the pumping station on the 17th 
street canal to a minimum if indeed any needs to be taken. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Albert (Allie) Waguespack 
Flowserve FSD 
Application Engineer 
Phone: 985-783-3915/5416 
Pager: 877-212-5062 
Cell: 225-413-3083 
Fax: 985-783-4270 
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From: LAURA BLOCK
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: pumping station
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:47:42 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
  I am one of hundreds of people who has enjoyed playing volleyball at Coconut 
Beach over the years. This is a unique venue for New Orleans. It's something 
that young kids, young adults and even some older ones enjoy. It's a great 
atmosphere, great excercise and volleyball is for everyone, regardless of your 
athletic ability, race, sex, etc. So PLEASE find away that the pumping station and 
Coconut Beach can coexist. I realize the pumping station is important, it's vital, 
but can't we find a way for everyone to be happy? 
Thanks in advance for your consideration! 
Sincerely, 
Laura Murphy-Block 
 



mailto:lauramurphy@yahoo.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Todd Fisher
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:47:50 AM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
________________________________ 
 
Windows Live™: Keep your life in sync. Check it out. <http://windowslive.com/
explore?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_BR_life_in_synch_052009> 
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From: Ermioni Patselikos
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:21:34 PM


Dear Mr. Gibs, 
 
While I understand that the safety of this city is a priority, I believe there MUST 
be a way to make both the pumping station and Coconut Beach co-exist. 
 
By no means, would I ever say that the safety of our city comes is not a priority, 
but I do feel that Coconut Beach is a great place for ANYONE involved in their 
program.  After Katrina, the city lost many bright spots that flaired our city and 
made it great.  We lost so many things, that "AINT THERE NO MORE" became a 
popular saying for many New Orleanians... almost as though it was expected.  
Please don't add Coconut Beach to the "AINT THERE NO MORE" list; it is a great 
place where many people escape the many problems that our city is still fighting.  
 
Please do whatever you can to keep it up and running. 
 
Thank you for all your hard work.  
 
 
Ermioni Patselikos 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009> 



mailto:epatselikos@hotmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL

http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009

http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009

http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/QuickAdd?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_QuickAdd1_052009






From: Matt.Cuttitta@shell.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Pumping station: Mickey Retif / Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:46:02 PM


Mr. Owen and the US Army Corps of Engineers: 
 
I am deeply concerned with a pumping station being built on the current 
grounds of the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex.  My comments will differ from 
most letters you receive from volleyball players.  Unlike most who have lived 
here all of their lives, I am a young professional who has been in New Orleans 
for less than 2 years.  I can't comment about how it brings our community 
together or how it relieves the stress of a disaster-filled area.  I will instead 
comment on how it directly affects New Orleans ability to bring & retain young 
professionals, a vital component of our society and economy. 
 
Coconut Beach impacts the quality of life of a young professional in very 
dramatic ways.  This is why I found and visited Coconut Beach prior to accepting 
my job and moving to New Orleans.  Coconut Beach was a strong driver in my 
decision to move to, and to continue living in, New Orleans.  First, Coconut 
Beach provides some young professionals with a venue to do what they love: 
play beach volleyball.  Second, Coconut Beach allows a newcomer to meet a 
variety of people: the beginning of long-lasting relationships.  Third, the 
relationships at Coconut Beach build strong ties to New Orleans that encourage 
our newcomers to stay here.  Fourth, it provides all residents with a fun, 
rewarding activity: one that keeps all of us (both young and old) away from 
crime, drugs, alcohol, etc. 
 
I encourage the Army Corps of Engineers to ask its managers and young 
professionals for comments as well.  There are engineers at the Corps who play 
at Coconut Beach.  We here at Shell have a number of engineers (and other 
staff) who play at Coconut Beach.  While it will be difficult to recruit young 
professionals to New Orleans for years to come, Coconut Beach is one place that 
helps. 
 
Whether it's referred to as the Coconut Beach family, a health club, a volleyball 
complex, or just a place to have fun; Coconut Beach impacts New Orleans in 
more ways than you might think.  I hope the decision-makers understand its 
value before eliminating 10% to 100% of it. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Matt Cuttitta 
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Petrophysical Engineer 
EPW Mars Asset 
Shell Exploration & Production Co. 
Tel: +1 504 728 4071 
 








From: Daniel Raggio
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:08:45 AM


I am in opposition to the taking away of Coconut Beach! Please find the space 
elsewhere for the pumping station! 
 
 
 
Daniel Raggio 
(: 504.866.4548 
7:  504.866.5088 
*: draggio@cashiocochran.com 
605 Dublin Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118 
 
test1 
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From: McElrath, Caitlin Rebecca 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: FW: 
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:18:27 PM


My maw-maw was a very important person in my life and I was very close to 
her. She passed away a year ago. Coconut Beach helped me deal with her 
death. Coconut Beach has been a great presence in my life. Please dont take it 
all away. 
 
Sincerely, 
Caitlin 
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From: cgamb1@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:46:31 PM


Gib, with the thousands of people who use Coconut beach each week it seems 
to me that there could be a better place/ way to save coconut beach without 
reducing its size.  Sometimes the easier solution may not be the best solution.  
Beach volleyball by the water front is just a natural.  I think you guys can do 
better. 
 
Craig Gambino  
 
________________________________ 
 
Dell Mini Netbooks: Great deals starting at $299 after instant savings! <http://pr.
atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221972443x1201442012/aol?redir=http:%2F
%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclk%3B214819441%3B36680237%3Bi>  
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From: Picone, Jason
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Don"t Take Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:46:53 AM


 
 
Jason Picone 
 
EDG Inc. 
 
japicone@edg.net 
 
(504) 455-0858 
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From: Jana Namer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:20:12 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
I was just recently informed of the Army Corps' intention to acquire some, if not 
all, of the land currently operated by the owners of Coconut Beach.  I feel 
compelled to contact you to tell you the importance of Coconut Beach to both 
myself and the community.  Coconut Beach has served as a place of relaxation 
and enjoyment for as long as it has been around.  Coconut Beach offers an 
opportunity for everyone, family and friends, to go out and engage in activities 
that are only possible at Coconut Beach.  There is not another beach volleyball 
complex in this city.  If you take this from us, you are taking away one of the 
truly unique businesses in this area.  Coconut Beach not only serves as a haven 
for the people who play there, but they also play a major role in charitable 
giving.  They raised over 1 Million dollars for Children's Hospital which operates 
solely as a non-profit organization.  Coconut Beach is the base to a solid 
foundation that is important to both the citizens and businesses of the 
community.  If you take Coconut Beach out, the rest will fall. 
 
 
 
So, Mr. Owen, my plea to you is this:  Do not take the Beach away from me.  Do 
the work necessary to find a way for both Coconut Beach and the Pumping 
Station at the 17th Street Canal to peacefully co-exist.  I want the Army Corps to 
show its dedication to the citizens of the local community by listening to our 
voices and heeding our concerns.  I know I am only one person, but I am not 
the only person.  Please save the Beach!    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jana Namer 
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From: Biven, Richard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:08:32 AM


Dear Mr. Owen 
 
 
 
As a member of the New Orleans community, I believe that taking Coconut 
Beach away for its people would be an enormous mistake.  Since Katrina, people 
have been showing more and more love for this wonderful city.  Hard working 
people saying that no matter what, I will not leave.  Right now, we have an 
enormous pumping station on the Seventeenth Street Canal, how is it that this is 
not adequate?  If you need help with the mechanical engineering, I am more 
than willing to help because I do not believe that the answer to our pumping 
problems is destroying one of the best recreation parks in the city.  Please find 
another way to help our city.  My services, along with numerous other members 
of Coconut Beach are ready to help you for the greater good of this city. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time and please reconsider the present course. 
 
 
 
Ricky Biven 
 
Mechanical Engineer 
 
 
 
This electronic message transmission contains confidential or privileged 
information. The information is intended to be for the use of the individual or 
entity named. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is 
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please 
notify us by telephone at (228) 276-1000 immediately. 
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From: McElrath, Caitlin Rebecca 
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:17:42 PM


My maw-maw was a very important person in my life and I was very close to 
her. She passed away a year ago. Coconut Beach helped me deal with her 
death. Coconut Beach has been a great presence in my life. Please dont take it 
all away. 
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From: Charles Alexander
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:34:15 PM
Attachments: imageaf4bbd.jpg@325322e3.af334a24 


Mr  Owen, 
 
 
 
Please save coconut beach. I have been going there since I was a child. It 
means so much to me and the entire city of New Orleans. We LOVE that place! I 
understand the need for pumping stations in our city but I am sure there is a 
way we can coexist.   
 
 
 
Charles J. Alexander, Jr. 
 
Season Ticket Sales Account Executive 
 
New Orleans Hornets 
 
1250 Poydras St., 19th Floor 
 
New Orleans, LA 70113 
 
O 504.593.4963 -  F 866-910-7860 
 
Charles.Alexander@Hornets.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FANS! <http://www.nba.com/hornets/news/
Thank_You_Fans_2009_Schedule-311743-2057.html> 
 



mailto:Charles.Alexander@hornets.com
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From: Craig Beebe
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:45:26 PM


To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
 
I am sure that it is a very complicated matter, but I would like to express my 
support for keeping Coconut Beach and finding alternative ways to solve the 
problems that need addressing. Coconut Beach became one of the central social 
outlets for my fiancé and me after relocating to New Orleans just under 2 years 
ago. It is a place that is special to us, and to countless hundreds (or thousands) 
of others. Please preserve Coconut Beach. 
 
 
 
Craig 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Craig W. Beebe 
 
Associate Director for Residential Education 
 
Loyola University New Orleans 
 
6363 St. Charles Ave. Box 126 
 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
 
504.865.3579 
 
<mailto:cwbeebe@loyno.edu> cwbeebe@loyno.edu 
 
 
 
Intellection - Input - Restorative - Relator - Learner 
 
 
 
  
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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From: todd fisher
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:46:19 AM


 
PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 



mailto:takotoddy69@yahoo.com
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From: Bradley Smith
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:20:09 PM


 
You can't really be serious!!!!!!!! After what we went though to get back a little 
bit of nomally life around here and now you want to take that back !!!! Come on 
man this is for a lot of us home!!!! We lost our home once!!!! Don't do it 
again .    Thanks Bradley smith... Coconut beach is my home!!! 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 
      



mailto:philipswindowsandsiding@yahoo.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: LaRue, Michele
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Cocunut Beach - New Orleans
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:08:12 AM


Please save the beach! 
 
 
 
                Michele LaRue 
 
 
                CONFIDENTIAL HEALTH INFORMATION 
 
                This email message and any accompanying attachments are 
confidential and privileged. This information is intended solely for the addressee; 
access by anyone else is unauthorized. No confidentiality or privilege is waived 
or lost by erroneous transmission. If you are not the intended recipient, any 
forwarding, opening of attachments, disclosure, copying, distribution, or other 
action, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in 
error, please delete it and any attachments and notify the sender at Peoples 
Health immediately. 
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From: anh piptone
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:06:30 PM


Mr. Owen, 
   I want to let your know that coconut beach is very special to me and my 
family.   I've been playing for more than 10 yrs.  I take my children out there to 
play in the sand for my early games.  It is a place where I release me stress and 
relax.  I would be absolutely devastated if we loose coconut beach. 
Worried, 
Anh Pipitone 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® goes with you. Get it on your BlackBerry or iPhone. <http://
windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Mobile?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Mobile1_052009> 
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From: Stefanie Sandy
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Please don"t shut down Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:33:56 PM
Attachments: imagea7eaa5.jpg@457a5e2e.8ca44970 


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
As a resident of New Orleans, I understand the importance of the pumps and 
the need for them in the Westend area.  I am sure you have spent time 
evaluated areas, however, I think the importance of Coconut Beach to the 
community is something that cannot be overlooked.  Please do not make plans 
that will cause Coconut Beach to shut down when there are other options. 
 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Stefanie Sandy 
 
Group Sales Account Executive 
 
New Orleans Hornets 
 
1250 Poydras St., 19th Floor 
 
New Orleans, LA 70113 
 
O 504.593.4745  -  F 866-480-7301 
 
Stefanie.Sandy@Hornets.com <mailto:Stefanie.Sandy@Hornets.com> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FANS! <http://www.nba.com/hornets/news/
Thank_You_Fans_2009_Schedule-311743-2057.html> 
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From: squatangel@cox.net
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save coconut beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 11:03:06 PM


Gib Owens,   My son started playing beach volleyball when he  was a teenager. 
My son and another friend won a tournament and was able to  go to the junior 
olympics in Cleveland Ohio,WOW!! What a great experience, he won a medal 
and was a hero to all the kids back home. Beach volleyball is such a great sport 
he continues to play what he loves. Coconut beach allowed him to earn money 
while in college. he still works there, a young man just because he loves the 
place. Gib my son  is now a physical therapist works and plays here in louisiana 
when not at work he is there. If you shut this place down the opportunity for 
other kids and adults would be devasting. You would force him and others to  
seek other cities that provide the sport. Please find another location for the 
pumping station. The location in question even if coconut beach wasn't there is a 
horrible spot. Gib turn that area into what it could be great, a spot where youre 
dying to go spend your time there then lets talk. I want to go eat seafood in 
westend again and party hardy. Gib SAVE COCONUT BEACH FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY. fIND A LOCATION NOT SO BEAUTIFUL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  THANK 
YOU!!! 



mailto:squatangel@cox.net
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From: Brendon Oldendorf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: SAVE COCONUT BEACH
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:26:17 PM


Mr. Owen, 
 
I have played at this complex for over ten years. This complex is New Orleans. It 
serves the entire metro area as a place to gather together and socialize. Coconut 
Beach is a place to "get away" after, a long week of work or a hard college test. 
It is a place where strangers, co-workers, friends, families, ex-girlfriends, 
musicians, football players, stars, neighbors, students, and many many others 
come together and have fun without thinking about the hardships of life. It is a 
place that holds tournaments to raise money for charities and hospitals. I could 
go on and on. But Mr. Owen, the main thing to remember here is that, "Coconut 
Beach is a place that cannot be replaced." It cannot be replaced across the 
canal, down the street, or where ever it would have to go. It must remain in its 
original position as a symbol of New Orleans and what it has done for the 
community for so many years and many more to come. 
 
See ya at the beach, coconut beach! 
 
Brendon Oldendorf, Net 3, Thursday Nights 
 
"Proud to be affiliated with Coconut Beach" 
 



mailto:boldendorf@gmail.com
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From: Ryan Kornrumpf
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: COCONUT BEACH
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:06:53 AM


 
coconut beach is a place where so many people go to have a good time and 
relax don&#39;t tear it down! 
 
 
      



mailto:ryan81481@yahoo.com
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From: Corey Buck
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Just another reminder...........
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:44:53 AM


Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
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Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
Save Coconut Beach  Save Coconut Beach 
 
 
 








From: Arden Ballard
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:24:07 PM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
The Mickey Retif Sports Complex and Coconut Beach have been crucial 
components the beach volleyball community, the numerous high-school, college, 
young professional and mature adult athletic enthusiasts, and the hundreds of 
children that benefited from the millions of dollars raised from the establishment 
for over 20 years. it's not only an important outlet for these people and a way of 
life for others, but it's a part of the New Orleans spirit and community. Some 
individuals, including myself (while growing up and working in New Orleans all 
but this past year), have been to Coconut beach as a young boy and know that 
the establishment represents family and community and philanthrophy unlike 
ANY other establishment in the City. From what I understand, this establishment 
is being threatened to be removed for the sake of a water pump. Where I also 
understand the importance of saving the city from a future potential natural 
disaster, doing so in this manner will in turn destroy part of the city--and it's 
heritage. 
 
 
Sir, There MUST be alternatives to benefit both parties. From someone who has 
no engineering background, I DO know that the other side of the canal ha been 
empty and vacant for many years. It would seem logical to me to place the 
pump there and away from the residencies and other establishments. All I ask is 
that you RECONSIDER tearing down one of the most unique and wonderful 
places New Orleans locals take advantage of. Tearing down the Mickey Retif 
Sports Complex and Coconut Beach simply should not happen. 
 
 
thank you so much for your time, and I hope that this issue can be resolved. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Arden N Ballard, II, ATC 
2317 Parrish St. apt 1F 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
504-261-7117 
* 
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From: darin_acosta@urscorp.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: NOLA Environmental Comment - Orleans East Bank
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:18:12 PM


Reference IER-5 
 
I am writing to express my extreme disappointment with the possible eradication 
of the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex due to the 17th Street Canal Pumping 
Station.  As a native of New Orleans, I fully understand the need to protect the 
city I love with levees and pumping stations.  However, I don't believe the Corps 
of Engineers, the N.O. City Council or the Mayors office fully understand what 
this recreational complex means to the community. 
 
Coconut Beach is a place where family, friends, business associates, etc., go to 
for exercise, relaxation and social interaction.  It is one the finest facilities of its 
kind in the country.  It is the largest volleyball complex in the country with 
outdoor night lighting.  Parents drop off their children at Coconuts, because it 
has become known as safe haven for teenagers.  There is no reason to be 
concerned about drugs or gangs.  This is all because of Bruce White (Complex 
Director) and the core individuals that have supported this complex for over 
twenty years now.  Coconut Beach is probably the most outstanding sports 
recreational facility in south Louisiana. 
 
If it is decided that the proposed location of the new pumping station will 
eliminate Coconut Beach from this location, then at the very least some 
consideration must be given to fund any relocation required.  I believe that is the 
least that needs to be done to minimize the impact to the enormous volleyball 
community in the Greater New Orleans area.  Hopefully, more consideration will 
be given to this subject by all parties who have decision making responsibilities 
for the C.O.E. and the city. 
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From: Julie Robinson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 6:02:57 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I was dismayed to learn of the plan to destroy Coconut Beach.  I was sure the 
USACE was aware of what an important role the Beach plays in the lives of so 
many South Louisianians.  
 
I have been looking to Coconut Beach for fun and fitness for almost twenty 
years now.  The Beach provides me with a place to relax, exercise and socialize.  
It provides our family with fun time  - we all play on a team together.  Our son 
started playin on a team with us at about 11 years old - and now he's 26.  it's a 
15 year family tradition now, spring, summer and fall. 
 
I have meet many wonderful people at Coconut Beach and made lasting 
friendships.  The Beach has enriched my life with these fine folks, many I would 
never have had the opportunity to know.  And, the list of friends spans 
generations.  This experience is rare and quite possibly unique.  
 
People come in weekly from Baton Rouge to play.  The tournaments draw 
players from all across the Gulf Coast. It's a first rate facility. 
 
To lose Coconut Beach is to lose much more than just a place to play volleyball.  
I urge you to find an alternative plan, one that keeps the Beach for me, my 
family and friends, and, especially for all the other folks just like me. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie Robinson 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Hotmail® has ever-growing storage! Don’t worry about storage limits. Check it 
out. <http://windowslive.com/Tutorial/Hotmail/Storage?
ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_HM_Tutorial_Storage1_052009> 
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From: todd fisher
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:44:43 AM


 
PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
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From: Lisa S. Polizzi
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:17:39 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
I am writing to tell you how important Coconut Beach is to the community.   I 
personally have been playing there since 1994.   I met my husband there.  I 
tended bar there for 6 years.  It is a great place. It is  the only place to  play 
beach volleyball in this area! 
 
  If you look at what is around the area, perhaps you could use some of that 
space that no one has taken the time or money to repair or  use. 
 
That is perfect property right on the lake.   No one cares for that land.  Coconut 
Beach is a place we use and love.  
 
Best Regards, 
Lisa Salvaggio Polizzi 
 



mailto:lpolizzi@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: melaniemcastle@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:06:37 AM


Coconut beach is a great family atmosphere. It gives the residents of New 
Orleans the opportunity to play beach volleyball, a sport that cannot normally be 
played in this area. Please save coconut beach. 
 
Thanks, 
Melanie 
Sent on the Now Network from my Sprint® BlackBerry 
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From: Eduardo L Miller, Jr
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: coconut beach nola
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 9:30:11 PM


To whom it may concern, 
 
 
 
 
 
Please save our great asset we my family and I have been playing out there for 
nearly 20 yrs, don’t take away what Katrina tried too!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely yours, Eddie Miller 
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From: Leanne Doar
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009 2:22:00 PM


PLEASE SAVE COCONUT BEACH 
 
If there were no other option for helping the protection of our city, we would 
support the decisions of the Corps of Engineers. However, with other options for 
this project, why is it Coconut Beach that has to be taken away from our city? It 
is a one-of-a-kind facility that brings together so many people. With people 
gathering there almost every night of the week, including my very own family 
and friends, it is a place where we have the opportunity to socialize and live an 
active lifestyle that is a rare find anywhere in our area. Please help us figure out 
a way to protect our city and Coconut Beach. We have been so resilient in more 
difficult situations, that I have the faith that there is a better solution. 
Thanks for your time 
 
Leanne 
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From: Jamie M. Brewin
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:57:10 PM


Please, do not take coconut beach away from me or the 100's of others that love 
it. I have been going there for over 14 years. Please, there must be another 
location to put the pumping station. 
 
 
Jamie M. Brewin  <http://www.animated-gifs.eu/sports-volley/0008.gif> 
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From: erika sugimori
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: In Support of Community, Healthy Activities and Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:14:22 PM


Dear Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
I'm writing you today to express my disappointment about the plans to raze the 
Coconut Beach volleyball facility. As a volleyball player having just picked up the 
sport again after some years hiatus, I am enjoying the community I've found in 
Coconut Beach. The location is convenient and welcoming. It is ideal at it's 
current size, able to support the sizable community it supports now (close to 
4,000+ users, I hear). 
 
There is no other place for local volleyball enthusiasts to enjoy the sport at the 
level provided at Coconut Beach. The facilities are well managed and this is 
reflected in the welcoming atmosphere and sense of community experienced. 
People of all levels have a place here. 
 
I'm originally from Los Angeles where beaches and volleyball courts abound. The 
local community, including professional planners, engineers, and residents 
should be proud of what they have there. I think Coconut Beach rivals some of 
the beach volleyball resources at Los Angeles beaches. 
 
It would be a shame to lose this community resource. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope that you will do all in your 
power to ensure that Coconut Beach maintains its current size and location. 
 
Best, 
Erika Sugimori 
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From: Patrick Melancon
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save the beach!
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:06:20 AM


Losing coconut beach would be a tragety for the city and it's people 
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From: Kevin Monahan
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:44:33 AM


Mr. Owen, 
 
 
 
Please consider any alternative to tearing down our volleyball complex. It is one 
of the few good things we have left in this city. I have promised my daughter for 
years that she would be able to play once she is old enough. 
 
 
 
There must be another way. Can we at least meet to discuss alternatives? 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Monahan 
 
KevinMonahan@cylor.com <mailto:KevinMonahan@cylor.com> 
 
cell: 504.982.4054 
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From: Altobello, Frank
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 6:37:56 PM


  PLEASE DO WHAT U CAN TO SPARE COCONUT BEACH…. 
 
 
 
This message, including any attachments, is for the use of the intended recipient 
and may contain privileged and confidential information of this Company or its 
affiliates. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the 
employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are 
strictly prohibited from reviewing, forwarding, printing, copying, distributing or 
using this information in any way, and are hereby requested to contact the 
sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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From: Lawrence Robinson
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 6:35:47 PM


I wanted to express again how important Coconut Beach is to me and my 
family.  We have been playing there for over 15 years and it is a huge part of 
our lives.  Please make every consideration about Coconut Beach when 
discussing the footprint of the Pumping station on the 17th Street Canal 
lakefront. 
 
Lawrence Robinson 
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From: cverdi2@yahoo.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:56:19 PM


Dear Mr.Gib Owen, 
 
Please do not take away my Coconut Beach.  I am a 40 year old native New 
Orleanian.  I have been going to Coconut Beach to play volleyball religiously for 
the past 20 years.  I have commuted over 45 miles to get there for the past 13 
of them.  I have only missed games when I was too pregnant to play.  I love my 
volleyball.  This is a wonderful outlet for so many especially in a city that has 
already been through so much.  Please find another solution and long live 
Coconut Beach. 
 
Thanks, 
Cherie Verdigets 
7 N Azalea Drive 
Covington LA  70433 
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From: Rhonda Zimmer
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:43:46 AM


Mr. Owen - 
 
I have previously emailed you about saving Coconut Beach. Sorry, but I have 
more important points to make about this complex. There are many people I 
know, some are very good friends, that fled the city after Katrina but once 
Coconut Beach was re-built, they returned to New Orleans. Why? Because this 
complex was home! This complex gave them a sense of normalcy. These people 
would not have returned had Coconut Beach not re-opened. 
 
Also, this complex has held many, many tournaments and events for charity. For 
example, the annual volleyball tournament that raises money for Children's 
Hospital. This event is huge! And there are so many others. 
 
Mr. Owen, please pay a visit to Coconut Beach during the week when the crowds 
are there. Bring some friends, order a burger and a drink watch some great 
volleyball play on court 1! Also, browse the pictures that were collected by all of 
us and posted onto the bar. These are the memories that the Corps is 
threatening to end. 
 
Thank you, 
Rhonda Zimmer 
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From: nawlinsdweller@aol.com
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach is important to me
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:14:08 PM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
Coconut Beach is so much more to me than just any volleyball complex.  
Coconut Beach is a positive atmosphere where people of all ages, athletic 
abilities, and economic backgrounds attend.  It is a welcoming community that is 
much needed in the city.  No matter what daily struggles are going on in 
people's lives there is always coconut beach to relieve the stress.  This is a place 
to join friends and meet new people.  This is one of the city's bright spots.  It 
was wonderful before Katrina and now it is almost essential.  We (new orleans) 
need this "recreational community". 
 
Please help to find ways to protect our city with the pumping station we need 
without taking away Coconut Beach and all it offers. 
 
Please join us any evening to see for yourself what a wonderful place Coconut 
Beach is. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Stephen Lambert 
 
________________________________ 
 
We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? 
Explore WhereItsAt.com <http://www.whereitsat.com/?
ncid=emlwenew00000001> . 
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From: Jays Body Shop
To: MVN Environmental; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:03:36 AM


Please don't take coconut beach away we wont have anything else to do out on 
the lake front.. 
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From: John
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconutbeach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 4:55:34 PM


Please Save Coconutbeach 
 
 
 
Thank You 
 
John Stolf 
 



mailto:johnnyboy2266@gmail.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL






From: Jessica Leone
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 5:24:35 PM


Mr. Gib Owen: I have been going to Coconut Beach for as long as I can 
remember.  I'm a 23 year old New Orleans native and it will be a great shame if 
Coconut Beach is no longer available.  I have had many great memories there 
including playing in the high school charity even Slam-N-Jam for 4 years.  I am 
finally back home from college and have been participating in night leagues and 
weekend tournaments out at Coconut Beach.  Coconut Beach is a great place to 
catch up with old friends and meet new ones while at the same time being 
active and having fun.  I am so glad to be back home playing there again and I 
want to keep playing there for many many many years and can only hope when 
I have kids they will be able to experience Coconut Beach also.  Please don't do 
this to us and take away Coconut Beach! 
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From: Davis, Kevin C
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 1:10:05 PM


Please save the coconut beach volleyball complex.  
 
 
 
Kevin C. Davis 
 
Stress Engineer - Staff 
 
Lockheed Martin Space Systems - 
 
Michoud Operations 
 
504-257-3720 
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From: Picou, Ryan
To: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil.; 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 5:41:28 PM


 
 
After a city that lost almost everything I am curious on why it would even be a 
option to loose Coconut Beach. Most of us grew up at Coconut Beach. For those 
of us that are looking forward to moving back please don’t take something else 
that will not be there when we return. 
 
 
 
Ryan Picou 
 
Born and raised in New Orleans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
This email may contain material that is PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL for the 
sole use of the intended recipient. 
Any review, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without express 
permission is strictly prohibited. 
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all 
copies. 
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From: Lowry, Bruce
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach Complex c/o Mr. Gib Owen
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2009 9:42:30 AM


Mr. Gib Owen, 
 
I writing this on behalf of myself, my family, my friends, and for everyone who’s 
ever made a stand to save something they love. 
 
It is my understanding that the Army Corps of Engineers are actively pursuing 
the seizure of 10% to 100% of the property in which the Coconut Beach 
Complex is currently located.  To address the greater good, I understand that 
adding this new proposed pumping station is very important to Lakeview and 
New Orleans in preventing such disasters similar to the breach of the 17th street 
canal.  However, I don’t think closing down businesses in an area of Lakeview 
that is currently rebuilding more and more everyday is the way to go.  
 
Coconut Beach is very much like a small community within Lakeview.  Every 
week, nearly thousands of people, anywhere from small kids to older adults, 
convene and participate in an easy sport that everyone can play.  Athletes and 
the not-quite-so-athletic can actually coexist and form friendships that otherwise 
would never have existed.  Everyone is a friend of each other when they gather 
to play volleyball at Coconut Beach. 
 
I personally drive from Laplace, LA 3 nights a week.  That is nearly a 50 mile 
round way trip for me.  I’m bringing my tax dollars to the city of New Orleans by 
driving out there not only to play, but also to dine and enjoy the area’s fine 
restaurants.  I believe that with the way the economy is struggling right now, tax 
dollars in New Orleans (and specifically Lakeview) are needed more than ever.  
In that same light, Coconut Beach attracts volleyball players all around the world 
as it is recognized nationally as one of the largest man-made volleyball 
complexes in the United States!!  When Bruce White puts on a tournament, it 
brings in plenty of revenue in the form of tax dollars to New Orleans from all 
over the country.  Lakeview has come so far since the Hurricane Katrina, and I 
think with the elimination of Coconut Beach, that’s a huge step backwards.  
Losing Coconut Beach from New Orleans would have as big an impact as losing 
the New Orleans Saints from Louisiana.  Yes, it is this important. 
 
The location of the new pumping station obviously seems up in the air because 
of the ambiguity of the amount of Coconut Beach being acquired… 10% to 
100%???? If this IS the case, I urge you to use your conscience and make the 
acquisition as minimal as possible.  I can agree that the pumping station is 
necessary.  It would be tragic if another disastrous flood occurred in Lakeview.  



mailto:Bruce.Lowry@jacobs.com

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MVNENVIRONMENTAL





But there is always more than one solution to any problem, and I’m sure there 
can be a fair compromise.  There is no reason that the well-being of the people 
in Lakeview and the Coconut Beach Complex couldn’t coexist.  
 
It’s only been the past year and a half that I became involved with Coconut 
Beach and I wish I had much sooner.  It’s become such a part of my life, and 
I’ve met so many great people because of Coconut Beach.  I look forward to 
continuing participation with Coconut Beach.  After working long hours, and on 
top of that studying for far many more hours, it’s nice to unwind and distress by 
being with good friends, and playing some volleyball. 
 
I hope this email is read and considered.  I will do my best to send this as often 
as I can for the next 30 days so that I can show you how serious I am.  You may 
feel free to contact me if needed.  I appreciate your time. 
 
Regards, 
Bruce Lowry 
Civil & Structural Design 
Jacobs Engineering 
3330 West Esplanade Avenue, Suite 300 
Metairie, Louisiana 70002 
(504) 352-0835 (cell) 
(504) 849-2262 (office) 
Email: Bruce.Lowry@jacobs.com 
 
 
 
NOTICE - This communication may contain confidential and privileged 
information that is for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any viewing, 
copying or distribution of, or reliance on this message by unintended recipients is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us 
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. 








From: Mike Clayton
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach NOLA
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2009 11:00:40 AM


Sir, 
 
 
 
I’m sure you’ve got more important things to worry about, but CBN is a pretty 
cool place for people to go in NOLA.  You won’t find fights or hooligans out 
there, and it would be a shame to have to close or severely downsize it unless it 
is the final option. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Mike C. 
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From: Erica Adams
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Coconut Beach
Date: Friday, May 15, 2009 4:16:16 PM


Coconut Beach is a very important part to the health of New Orleans.  In a city 
that is usually 1st for obesity and last for health, we need all of the help we can 
get.  With a fun atmosphere like Coconut Beach, New Orleanians get out and get 
active.   To lose it would be a shame. It would affect our way of life, and our 
waistlines. Save coconut beach. 
 
 
Two Sprouts 
Erica Adams 
erica@twosprouts.com 
www.twosprouts.com 
504-701-6677 
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From: Gia Sciortino
To: MVN Environmental; 
Subject: Save Coconut Beach!
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:53:31 PM


Dear Mr. Owen, 
 
 
I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is planning to use part or all of 
Coconut Beach in the new pumping station planned for the17th St. Canal. I am 
asking you to please do your part to protect Coconut Beach because it is 
important to me and many residents all over the Metro area. 
 
 
 
I was first introduced to Coconut Beach shortly before Hurricane Katrina by my 
best friend who played on a league there. I was amazed by the unique facility. I 
can think of no other place like it in the city because Coconut Beach promotes 
fitness and fun. While it does have a bar and beer pong tables, the complex also 
encourages families to come out, bring their lawn chairs and four legged friends. 
I love watching kids at the beach playing in the sand while their parents play 
volleyball. New Orleans doesn't have enough safe places like this, if any. 
 
 
 
I was excited when Coconut Beach reopened after Katrina. I finally joined a 
league last summer and have played ever since.  This complex is very important 
to the community. I realize that flood protection is also important but I hope that 
you also consider protecting Coconut Beach in making your decision. I know that 
I am not alone when I say that I don’t want Coconut Beach to fall victim to the 
saying “Ain’t dere no more!” 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gia Sciortino 
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