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The NTSB is an independent US federal agency 

charged with determining the probable cause(s) 

of transportation accidents, making 

recommendations to prevent their recurrence, 

conducting special studies and investigations, 

and coordinating resources to assist victims and 

their families after an accident.
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National Transportation Safety Board
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NTSB Most Wanted List



7

1. General Aviation Safety

2. Runway Safety

3. Bus Occupant Safety

4. Safety Management Systems

5. Recorders

6. Teen Driver Safety

7. Addressing Human Fatigue

8. Addressing Alcohol-Impaired Driving

9. Motorcycle Safety

10. Pilot and Air Traffic Controller Professionalism
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SMS and Recorders are
Multi-Modal Issues
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NTSB and SMS in the Marine Industry

•April 4, 1998 – St. Louis Harbor, MO

•M/V Anne Holly towing 14 barges struck the 
Eads bridge; 3 of 8 barges that broke away 
drifted  into the Admiral, a moored casino boat.

•$11 million damages. 
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NTSB and SMS in the Marine Industry

•October 12, 2006 – West Cote Blanche Bay 
oil field, LA

•Miss Megan, pushing the construction barge 
Athena 106,
•
•5 Fatalities, 1 barge worker missing
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NTSB and SMS in the Marine Industry

•July 7, 2010

•Delaware River, PA

•DUKW34 and Caribbean Sea tugboat/The 
Resource barge 

•2 fatalities
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AWO and SMS 

• 1994 – AWO initiated development of the RCP.

• 1997 – AWO recognized the importance of 3rd Party 

Audits for the RCP.

• 1998 – AWO required its members to achieve 

compliance with RCP, as a condition of membership.

• 2004 – AWO supported USCG/DHS efforts to obtain 

statutory authority to establish inspection regimes 

based on SMS.

• 2004 – 2011 – AWO members of the TSAC, in support 

of the USCG’s rulemaking effort to implement an SMS 

based inspection program.
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Towing Vessel Regulation 

USCG NPRM - Inspection of Towing Vessels

- Issued on August 11, 2011

- Comments period closed on December 9, 

2011

- New Subchapter M –

- TSMS or USCG annual Inspection

- 3rd party auditors

- Pilot Alerter systems
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AWO Safety Initiatives

• AWO 2000 

• RCP

• USCG – AWO partnership

• Safety Committees

• Task Force on the Future of AWO 

Safety Leadership
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AWO Safety Initiatives

The Challenge:  

Build on your SMS 
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Recorders – An Investigator’s Tool

- Allision of the Axel Spirit with the 

Ambrose Light 

- November 3, 2007

- Allision of the  Orange 

Sun and moored 

dredge

- January 24, 2008
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Recorders – An Investigator’s Tool

- Collision between the Block Island and 

the Morro Bay

- July 2, 2008 
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Recorders – Part of SMS
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The Value of Operational Data

• Aviation Industry

– Early recorders – accident investigation

– Late 80’s – flight data used for 

operational quality assurance

– Late 90’s – data used for SMS

– 2000’s – aggregated data for norms 

and comparisons

– Late 2000’s – aggregated data merged 

with air traffic and system data 
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Conclusion

• AWO’s safety management system 

efforts are commendable; its time 

now to take the next step. 

• Recording devices are not just for 

accident purposes, but can provide 

invaluable data to improve safety and 

operating efficiency.
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