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Terms to Know
By international agreament, tropical cyclone is the
genaral term for all cyclonic circulation originating over
tropical waters, classified by form and intensity as
foallowes:
Tropical disturbance: A moaving area of thunderstorms
in the tropics that maintains its identity for 24 hours or
mare. A common phenamenon in the tropics,

Tropical depression: Rotary circulation, sustained wind
speed 38 miles per hour (33 knots) or less. |
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Flash Flood Watch means a flash flood is possible in the Small craft cautionary statement. When a tropical |

area; stay alert.

Flash Flood Warning means a flash flood Is Imminent
occurring; take immediate action.

Tarnadoes spawned by hurricanes sometimes produce

severe damage and causalities. If a tornado is reported
in your area a warning will be issued.

Troepical storm: Distinct rotary circula-tion, | sustained
wind speedrange of 39-73 miles per hour (34-63
knots). |
Hurricane: Pronounced rotary, clirculation, sustained
wind speed of 74 miles per hour (&4 knotsior more,
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cyclone threatens a coastal area, small cra
are advised to remain in port or not to v
OpEn Sea.

Gale Warnings are Issued when winds o
and hour (34-47 knots) are expectad,

Storm Warnings are issued when winds of 55-73 miles
and hour (48-63 knots) are expected. '

A Hurricane Watch is issued when there is a threat of
hurricane conditions within 36 hours. Preliminary
precautions should be taken.

A Hurricane Warning Is Issued when sustalned winds
of 74 mph or more are expected In a specified area in 24
hours or less. A hurricane warning can remain In effect
when dangerously high water or high waves continue,
even though winds may be less than 74 mph.

Actions for protection of lives and property should begin
Immediately when the warning |5 issued.
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