
ExFor features and 
  benefi ts to users:
Risk Assessment  The ExFor model 

assesses a pest’s potential to estab-
lish, spread, and cause economic 
and environmental harm, and can 
be applied worldwide, saving the user time and 
development costs.

Risk Rating  The ExFor model assigns a numerical score establishing a pest’s fi nal risk rating in North 
America, from 1 (Very Low) to 9 (Very High), simplifying the process of assigning pest management 
priorities.

Pest Fact Sheet  The ExFor Pest Fact Sheet provides information on pest identifi cation, biology, control 
methods, detection, etc, on each pest in the database, providing appliable documentation.
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The Exotic Forest Pest Information System (ExFor) of the North American Forest 
Commission is an Internet-accessible modeling tool that enables researchers to submit 

pest records for use by forest protection agencies, workers, and researchers worldwide to 
identify, assess, rate, and manage local economic and environmental risks posed by forest 
pests introduced from offshore.

Sample susceptibility map for woodwasp
(Sirex noctilio) in the United States

http://www.spfnic.fs.fed.us/exfor/http://www.spfnic.fs.fed.us/exfor/



ExFor is successful because of the participation 
 of entomologists, plant pathologists, 

nematologists, and other forest health professionals 
from all over the world.  Proposed functionality 
includes the creation of a global relational database 
such that data fi elds taken from ExFor records can 
be searched, overlaid in a GIS, and then presented 
in both map and tabular forms.  This increased 
functionality will allow the user to view the global 
potential distribution of each pest and to assess the 
susceptibility hazard for areas where a pest may 
be introduced.

We encourage you to participate in ExFor by 
submitting fact sheets and ratings on forest 
pests for which you are an expert.  You 
may submit your information in English, 
French, or Spanish.  All submissions 
will be acknowledged and presented 
as authored publications.

Exotic Forest Pest Information System website
http://www.spfnic.fs.fed.us/exfor/


