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Thank for this opportunity.  
By way of Background, I’m Richard Dodge, Dean of the Nova Southeastern University Oceanographic Center and Executive Director of our National Coral Reef Institute.
NCRI’s mission is management driven basic and applied coral reef research, with a national, regional, and local emphasis.
NCRI formed in 1998 by Congressional Mandate with the goals for conducting key research in the areas of coral reef Assessment, Monitoring, and Restoration through Multiple Partnerships and leveraged funding.  We receive base support through NOAA CRCP and CSCOR.



Brief Update: 

• 12th International Coral Reef 
Symposium

• Ground Breaking for NSU NCRI COE

TO:
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I asked for Public speaking time today to give you a brief update on two important events.  
One is the 12th International Coral Reef Symposium. 
and the other has to do with groundbreaking for our NSU NCRI Center of Excellence in Coral Reef Ecosystem Science.



In 2008, the USCRTF hosted

www.nova.edu/ncri/11icrs
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I know there are some new Task Force representatives today.  Many of you, however, will remember that in 2008, the USCRTF hosted the largest coral reef conference in the world!  
This was held in Ft. Lauderdale on behalf of the TF. Major sponsors were NOAA, the State of Florida, and DOI along with many other.   The meeting was sanctioned by the ISRS, delivered by NCRI, and a great success.



Less than 1.5 years 
away…..the next….
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How time flies.   
Less than 1 and 1/2 years away is the next 12th ICRS.  
This will be held in July in Cairns Australia, hosted by James Cook University and the ARC Coral Reef Studies unit, and again sanctioned by ISRS.
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Scientific Program
• 1,000 orals
• 600 posters 
• 9 plenary
• Darwin medal
• 30 trade booths

Social Program
• Welcoming Ceremony
• Poster Receptions
• Banquet

Field Trips
Orpheus Is Research Station
Lizard Island Station
One Tree Island Station

Planned Activities
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There will be plenty to do and see at the Conference including an outstanding Science Program (with many oral talks & posters),  lots of worthy Field trips to the Great Barrier Reef, and a Social & networking program.  

This will be an outstanding conference at an iconic venue.



• Denis Allemand, Centre Scientifique de Monaco, Monaco

• Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, University of Queensland, Australia

• Jamaluddin Jompa, Hasanuddin University, Indonesia

• Geoff Jones, James Cook University, Australia

• Peter Kareiva, The Nature Conservancy, USA

• Jane Lubchenco, NOAA, USA

• Helene Marsh, James Cook University, Australia

• Madeleine van Oppen, AIMS, Australia

Distinguished 
Plenary Speakers 
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Of course, its all about science and management.   
There will be 8 distinguished Plenary Speakers, including NOAA’s Administrator, Dr. Lubchenco!




www.icrs2012.com

INFORMATION

Abstracts Open July 2011
Registration  Begins Aug 2011
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The 12th ICRS Website is the main promotional tool.  The URL is on this slide.
Please sign on to keep up to date and also register your interest in attending.  Abstracts are open this July and Registration begins this August!

We also have some flyers here with us today on the handout table.







If the 12th ICRS isn’t Groundbreaking 
enough: 

2nd TOPIC
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Now…on to Ground breaking



 Unique in Nation

TRANSFORMATIONAL 
on State and Nation’s Coral Reef Research

NCRI’s New Center of Excellence 
for Coral Reef Ecosystem Science

 86K sq ft
 $15 M NIST grant
 >$22M match
 400 jobs
 Completed early 2012
 Largest in nation
 LEED Silver in energy & 

environmental design
 State of art labs & seawater system
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This is a quick update on our new Center of Excellence for Coral Reef Ecosystem Science.
Through a competitive NIST facilities grant and generous matching by our University, we are constructing a state of the art 86K sq ft research facility dedicated to coral reef science.   Many jobs will be created, and this will be completed in early 2012.   It will have a transformational effect on coral reef science, competing with the best nationally and internationally.



NCRI: Seeking Research and Management 
Partnerships & Opportunities
 Leverage the initial >$37M infrastructure 
 Facilitate outstanding management driven research, 
education, & conservation, and management

A
name
could 
be
here

!
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In this great effort, we at NCRI are actively encouraging partnerships to take advantage of this opportunity for outstanding research, education, and management applications.



Please join us as we break ground on the 
nation’s new coral reef research facility!

Wednesday, Mar. 9 2011
3PM
NSU  Oceanographic 
Center
8000 N Ocean Dr
Dania, FL

GROUNDBREAKING
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We break ground on Wednesday March 9 at 3PM.

Please feel invited to attend.

We have passed out information about the Groundbreaking to the TF members.





Thank You!

Center of Excellence for 
Coral Reef Ecosystem Science
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THANK YOU
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