
Memorandum of Understanding 

between 

the Federal Minister of Defense of 

the Federal Republic of Germany 

and 

the Secretary of nefense of 

the United States of America 

concerning 

the Exchange of Reserve Officers 



The Federal Minister of Defense of 

the Federal Republic of Germany 

( FMOD) 

and 

the Secretary of Defense of 

the United States of America 

( SECDEF) 

have, in regard to the exchange of reserve officers, agreed as 

follows: 

Article 1 

Object 

1. The purpose of the exchange program for reserve officers of the 

US forces and the Rundeswehr is to maintain the active relation- 

ship existing between the armed forces of the two countries. 

2. Reserve officers from those units or agencies of all services 

of the two countries which are dependent on cooperation in 

crisis and war shall be given the opportunity to familiarize 

themselves, inter alia, with the structure, organization, equip- 

ment and operational doctrine of the armed forces of the other 

country and to gain practical experience with regard to op- 

portunities for cooperation. 

3. The program will be based on the exchange of a balanced number 
of fully trained reserve officers who should be of equal rank 

wherever possible. 



A r t i c l e  2 

D e f i n i t i o n s  

The f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  s h a l l  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  Memo- 

randum o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g :  

1. "Exchange r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s "  - r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  send-  

i n g  S t a t e  who a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  h o s t  S e r v i c e  u n d e r  t h i s  ex- 

change  program. 

2 .  " P a r e n t  S e r v i c e "  - t h e  n a t i o n a l  u n i t  o r  m i l i t a r y  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  

which a n  exchange  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  h a s  b e e n  r e c a l l e d  f o r  a 

p e r i o d  o f  r e s e r v e  d u t y  t r a i n i n g .  

I 3. "Host  S e r v i c e "  - t h e  u n i t  o r  m i l i t a r y  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  which a n  ex- 

change  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  h a s  been  a t t a c h e d  u n d e r  t h i s  exchange  

program. 

4 .  "Send ing  S t a t e "  - t h e  S t a t e  t o  which t h e  p a r e n t  S e r v i c e  

b e l o n g s .  

5 .  " R e c e i v i n g  S t a t e "  - t h e  S t a t e  t o  which t h e  h o s t  S e r v i c e  

b e l o n g s .  
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S e l e c t i o n  C r i t e r i a  

Exchange r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  b e  c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  f rom among 

t h e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  s e n d i n g  S t a t e .  The s e n d i n g  S t a t e  w i l l  

h ave  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  i t s  exchange  o f -  
- f i c e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  



The reserve officers selected must 

- be well versed with the existing procedures and operational 

principles of their parent Service; 

- have the theoretical knowledge and practical experience quali- 

fying them for their specific tasks and assignments; 

- be in possession of the certification of security clearance 

required for their respective assignments; 

- have good command of the language of the receiving State. 
-e 
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Article 4 
Assignments 

1. FMOD and SECDEF will determine the assignments of exchange 

reserve officers by mutual agreement. 

2. Exchange reserve officers will not exercise command authority 

over personnel of the host Service. This does not affect their 

authority to give orders within the scope of responsibilities 

conferred on them by the host Service. 

Exchange reserve officers should participate in the activities 

of the host Service to the greatest possible extent. However, 

the receiving State may decide to initiate operations which are 

not supported by the sending State for political reasons or in 

which the sending State does not want to be involved. In 

principle, therefore, exchange reserve officers will not parti- 

cipate in combat missions and police actions or actions serving 

the interests of internal security nor will they visit the 

combat area except where the armed forces of the sending State 

are also involved in combat actions or where express permission 

has been obtained from the sending State. 



4. In the case of hostilities, regardless of whether or not they 
are preceded by a declaration of war, exchange reserve officers 

will remain with the host Service and perform the tasks as- 

signed to them only if the armed forces of the sending State 

are also involved in such hostilities. In all other cases, ex- 

change reserve officers will request guidance from the sending 

State and will not be required to take part in active opera- 

tions of any kind until such guidance has been obtained. 

Article 5 
Duration of Exchange Duty 

Exchange reserve officers must have been recalled for reserve duty 

training in the armed forces of the sending State throughout the 
I period of exchange duty. 

As a rule, the duration of exchange duty for exchange reserve of- 

ficers will be 2 to 4 weeks. Any change in the duration of ex- 
change assignments will be made by mutual agreement. 

Article 6 

Alert Readiness 

Exchange reserve officers may perform armed alert readiness duties 

only when attached to units under the operational control of NATO 

military authorities or to units which will be assigned to NATO 

upon declaration of a certain alert stage. 

Article 7 
Administration and Control 

1. Exchange reserve officers will remain officers of their parent 

Service. 



2. Exchange reserve officers of the US forces undergoing reserve 

duty training in the Bundeswehr will be under: 

a. the administrative control of USCINCEUR for the duration of 

that assignment; 

b. the control of their responsible specialized service 

superiors in the Bundeswehr unit or agency concerned in 

matters pertaining to their exchange duties. 

3. Exchange reserve officers of the Bundeswehr undergoing reserve 
duty training in the US forces will be: 

a. under the administrative control of the German Military 

Representative, USA and Canada; 

b. under the control of their responsible specialized service 

superiors in the US military unit or department concerned in 

matters pertaining to their exchange duties; 

c. attached for economic support to the Federal Armed Forces 

Administrative Agency, IJSA/CA, in Washington, D.C. 

Article 8 

Disciplinary Matters 

1. Exchange reserve officers will comply with the regulations, 

orders, instructions and customs of the host Service to the 

extent that they are applicable to them and are in keeping with 

the laws of the sending State. 



2. Exchange reserve officers contravening the laws of the receiv- 

ing State or acting in breach of the regulations, orders, in- 

structions and customs of the host Service may be relieved from 

duty under the exchange program at the request of the host Ser- 

vice. This will be without prejudice to the authority of the 

sending State to withdraw its exchange officers from the 

program. 

3. Exchange reserve officers will not have disciplinary author- 
ity over personnel of the host Service. 

4. Consistent with paragraph 1 of this Article, exchange reserve 
officers will comply with lawful orders given by officers of 

the host Service who are senior to them in rank and position, 

provided that the orders relate to the exchange program. 

5. The host Service will not take disciplinary action against 
exchange reserve officers of the parent Service. 

6. At the request of competent authorities of the parent Service, 

the host Service will support the parent Service in the imple- 

mentation of administrative measures and in the imposition and 

enforcement of disciplinary measures to the extent compatible 

with the laws and regulations of the receiving State. 

Article 9 
Duty Travel 

1. Fxchange reserve officers will participate in necessary duty 

trips within the North Atlantic Treaty area as directed by ap- 

propriate host Service agencies. 



2 .  Exchange r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  who wi sh  t o  t r a v e l  o u t s i d e  t h e  N o r t h  

A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y  a r e a  w i l l  o b t a i n  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  

p a r e n t  S e r v i c e .  

A r t i c l e  10  

E f f i c i e n c y  R e p o r t s  

1. I n p u t s  t o  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  t o  be  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  t h e  r e g u l a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  S e r v i c e  may b e  r e q u e s t e d  f rom t h e  e x c h a n g e  

r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s '  immed ia t e  s u p e r i o r s  i n  t h e  h o s t  S e r v i c e .  

2 .  Such i n p u t s  w i l l  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  S e r -  

v i c e  t h r o u g h  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n n e l s  and w i l l  t h e n  be  f o r w a r d e d  by 

t h e  p a r e n t  S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a a e n c y  con- 

c e r n e d .  
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S e c u r i t y  

Sxchange  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  comply w i t h  t h e  s e c u r i t y  r e g u l a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  S t a t e .  With t h e  ~ e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  

S t a t e  t h e y  w i l l  be  g i v e n  a c c e s s  t o  c l a s s i f i e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  N o r e o v e r ,  ex- 

c h a n a e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  a c c e p t  and r e s p e c t  g u i d e l i n e s  of  t h e  

r e c e i v i n g  , S t a t e  unde r  which a c c e s s  t o  c e r t a i n  c l a s s i f i e d  i n f o r m a -  

t i o n  i s  r e f u s e d .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  S t a t e  w i l l  e n s u r e  

t h a t  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  a c c e s s  t o  c l a s s i f i e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  cus tomary  p r o c e d u r e s  among NATO a l l i e s .  

Exchange r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  NATO C e r t i f i -  

c a t e  o f  S e c u r i t y  C l e a r a n c e  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  t o u r  o f  ex- - change  d u t y .  



Article 12 

Hours of Service, Leave and Passes 

1. Exchange reserve officers will observe the same hours of 

service as comparable officers of the host Service. This in- 

cludes public holidays. Exchange reserve officers may observe 

public holidays in accordance with the regulations of the send- 

ing State so far as this is compatible with host Service re- 

quirements. 

2. Special leave and passes will be granted in accordance with en- 

titlements under the national laws and regulations of the 

parent Service. Applications for leave will be submitted to the 

responsible superior officer of the host Service who will for- 

ward them with his comments to the responsible administrative 

authority of the parent Service. 

Article 13 
Dress and Grooming Standards 

1. Exchange reserve officers will comply with the dress regula- 

tions of their parent Service. The specific order of dress for 

an;T occasion will be that which most closely conforms to the 

order of dress of their host unit. 

2. Fxchange reserve officers will be provided with special cloth- 

ing and equipment in accordance with the procedures applicable 

to officers of the host Service. The rules of the receiving 

State regarding the wearing of special clothing wil.1 apply. 



3. As regards the wearing of civilian clothing, exchange reserve 
officers will observe the customs of the host Service. 

4. Exchange reserve officers will comply with the hair and beard 
grooming regulations of the host Service, if more restrictive 

than those of the parent Service. 

Article 14 
Accommodation, Messing and Welfare Facilities 

1. The host Service will make available to exchange reserve of- 

ficers accommodation and messing facilities in accordance with 

the standards applicable to its own officers. 

Messing fees will be paid directly by the exchange reserve 

officers. 

2. Purchasing and patronage privileges of military-owned commis- 

saries, exchanges, cinemas, and clubs will be granted to ex- 

change reserve officers and their dependents on the same condi- 

tions as to pei-sonnel of the host Service. 

Article 15 
Medical and Dental Care 

Outpatient Treatment 

Exchange reserve officers will be g ~ a n t e d  free outpatient 

medical and dental treatment in military medical facilities of 

the receiving State or the host Service in accordance with the 

regulations applicable at the time. This does not include the 

p~ovision of visual and hearing aids, orthopaedic and other ap- 

liances, artificial limbs, and dentures. 

Costs of outpatient treatment by civilian physicians or den- 

tists in civilian clinics o? hospitals will be borne by the 

exchange reserve officer . 



2 .  I n p a t i e n t  T r e a t m e n t  

I n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  e x c h a n g e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  i n  m i l i t a r y  

m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  S t a t e  o r  t h e  h o s t  S e r v i c e  

w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  a g a i n s t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  c o s t s .  

C o s t s  o f  i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l i n i c s  o r  h o s p i t a l s  

w i l l  b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  e x c h a n g e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  . 
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C o s t s  

1. To t h e  e x t e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  i t s  l a w s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  f o l -  

l o w i n g  c o s t s  w i l l  b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  s e n d i n g  S t a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  toui-  

o f  e x c h a n g e  d u t y :  

1 . 1  Emoluments and a l l o w a n c e s  due  t o  e x c h a n g e  i - e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s ;  

1 . 2  C o s t s  i n c i d e n t  t o  r e l o c a t i o n  and t r a v e l  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

and t h e  end o f  t h e  t o u r  o f  exchange  d u t y ,  on t h e  o r d e r  o f  

t h e  psi-ent S e r v i c e ;  

1 .3  C o s t  f o r  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  c u r -  

i - i cu lum and c o s t s  o f  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  c o u r s e s  and similar  

c o u r s e s  ; 

1 . 4  R e p a t ~ i a t i o n ,  f u n e r a l  e x p e n s e s ,  and  o t h e r  c o s t  i n c i d e n t  t o  

t h e  d e a t h  o f  a n  e x c h a n g e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r ;  

1 . 5  Compensa t i on  f o r  l o s s  of  o r  damage t o  t h e  u n i f o r m  o r  o t h e r  

p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  exchange  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r ;  

1 . 6  B i l l e t i n g  f e e s  f o r  e x c h a n g e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s .  



2 .  To t h e  e x t e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  i t s  laws and  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  f o l -  

l o w i n g  c o s t s  w i l l  b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  S t a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  

t o u r  o f  exchange  d u t y ;  

2.1 C o s t s  i n c i d e n t  t o  r e l o c a t i o n  and d u t y  t r a v e l  on t h e  o r d e r  

o f  t h e  h o s t  S e r v i c e ;  

2 . 2  C o s t s  of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n c i d e n t  t o  a n y  a s s i g n m e n t  when 

o r d e r e d  b y  t h e  h o s t  S e r v i c e .  

3 .  B i l l s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  

3.1 f o r  US exchange  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  t o :  

US D e f e n s e  A t t a c h 6  O f f i c e  

US Embassy Bonn 

Deichmanns Aue 29 

5300 Bonn 2  

3 . 2  f o r  Bundeswehr e x c h a n g e  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  t o :  

F e d e r a l  Armed F o r c e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Agency U S A / C A  

4000 Brandywine S t r e e t ,  N.W. 

Wash ing ton ,  D . C .  - 2001 6 

A r t i c l e  17  

N A T O  S t a t u s  o f  F o r c e s  Agreement ( S O F A )  

The Agreement be tween  t h e  P a r t i e s  t o  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y  Re- 

g a r d i n g  t h e  S t a t u s  o f  t h e i r  F o r c e s  ( N A T O  SOFA)  d a t e d  1 9  J u l y  1 9 5 1  

s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  exchange  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Agree- 

ment t o  Supplement  t h e  N A T O  SOFA, d a t e d  3 August  1 9 5 9 ,  s h a l l  a p p l y  

- t o  US exchange  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s .  



Article 18 

Final Provisions 

1. This Memorandum of Understanding will take effect upon 

signature by both Parties. 

2. This Memorandum of TTnderstanding may be amended in writing at 

any time by mutual agreement of the Parties. 

3. This Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated by eithe; 
Party upon six months' written notice. 

- This Memo~andurn of Understanding is executed in the English and 
Gei-man langl~ages, both texts being equally authentic. 

Bonn, f 4 2 ~  f j 7  

/ 

For the Federal Minister of For the Secretary of Defense 

Defense of the Federal Republic of the TJnited States of Amei-ica 

of Germany 


