
0048994
From: Joe Parlapiano [joep@Lamonicabev.com]
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2003 11:01 AM
To: nprm@ttb.gov
Subject: 'TTB Notice No. 4'

name=Joe Parlapiano
name=LaMonica Beverages, Inc.
Address1=4060 Rock Valley Parkway
Address2=
City=Loves Park
State=IL
Zip Code=61111
Comments=I support the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) that states that for an FMB to be classified as beer, its alcohol content from distilled alcohol cannot exceed 0.5%.

Beer is a unique product that has been regulated and taxed differently than other alcohol beverages throughout our nation's history.  The TTB proposed rule is consistent with the historical interpretation of what constitutes beer and 
other malt beverages.  Adoption of the TTB "0.5 by volume standard" would ensure the integrity of beer and the brewing process.                                                                                                              
This proposed rule would help maintain an orderly marketplace and avoid costly and confusing disruptions in state licensing, taxation and distribution policies.  Equating beer to beverages that derive a majority of their alcohol content 
from distilled spirits could weaken the important distinctions between beer and products with higher alcohol content.  These distinctions impact state and federal policies regarding the regulation and taxation of beer and other alcohol 
beverages.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Beer is not distilled spirits.  Beer is not fortified wine.  Beer is not a product that has been made through distillation process.  Beer is made through the brewing process.  The 0.5% standard will ensure the integrity of beer remains.


