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Chi ef, Regul ati ons, Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

To Wiomit May Concern:

| strongly support the proposed 0.5% by volune standard on flavored malt beverages
(FMBs) as published in the Federal Register on March 24, 2003. The proposed rule from
the Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) states that an FMB's al cohol content fromdistilled

al cohol cannot exceed 0.5%

This proposed rule woul d ensure clear guidelines for all in the al cohol industiy.
Currently there has been confusion for brewers, wholesalers, retailers, and consuners as
to what constitutes a beer. The overwhel mi ng variety of FMBs infused into the

mar ket pl ace has | eft consumers wondering exactly what they arc purchasing. This
uncertainty rai ses questions of what beer is and what beer is not.

By adopting the 0.5% by volunme standard on FMBs the TTB will set clear definitions on

al cohol i ¢ beverages and avoid the pricey and confusing interruptions in state |icensing,
distribution policies, and taxation that can occur when guidelines are unclear.

Si ncerely,

Benny W/ ki ns
4471 Edsail Doive
Wyodbri dge, VA 22193
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