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M LLER BREW NG COVPANY

BLUE RI DGE DI STRI BUTI NG COVPANY, | NC.
August 8, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regulation and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20991-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

Bl ue Ridge Distributing Conpany, Inc. is in favor of the proposed rule issued by the TAX and
Trade Bureau (TTB) that outlines the alcohol content requirenents so that flavored male
beverages (FMB) would be classified as beer then its al cohol content cannot exceed 0.5%

Throughout our nation’s history beer has been viewed as and uni que product and had been
regul ated and taxed differently than other alcoholic products. This proposed ruling is consistent
with that interpretation.

This ruling would maintain order and avoid costly and confusing issues regarding federal and state
licensing, taxation, and distribution policies, all to the detrinent of beer whol esal ers.

It is of utnpst inportance that traditional distinctions between beer and distilled spirits be
mai ntained ir soon other producers of al cohol beverages will attenpt to categorize thensel ves as
beer products.

Beer is made through the brewing process; if is not distilled spirits, fortified wine, or any other
product nade through the distillation process. A standard of 0.5%w |l naintain the integrity of
beer products.

Blue Ridge Distributing asks that the TTB give final approval to the proposed 0.5 % standard on
FMBs

Sincerely
Bl ue Ridge Distributing Conpany, Inc

Larry E. Robi nson
Presi dent
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