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Reddi ng

Di ststuributing
Conpany

August 13. 2003

Attn. TTB Notice No. 4

Cluef. Regul ations and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

PO Box 50221

Washi ngton. D.C. 20091-0221

RE: (0Proposed rul e issued in March 2003 by the TTB that outlines the al cohol content requirenents

in order for flavored malt beverages to be classified as beer.

Dear Sir or Madam

Reddi ng Di stributing Conpany supports the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the Tax and Trade

Bureau (TTB) that outlines the al cohol content requirenents in order for flavored malt beverages (FMB) to
be classified as beer. Specifically. the TTB proposes that for a FMB to be classified as beer, its al cohol
content fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed 0.5%

The TTB ..0.5% by vol ume standard” would help naintain an orderly marketplace and avoid costly and
confusing disruptions in state licensing, taxation and distribution polices, any of which would deal a severe
bl ow t o beer whol esal ers.

If traditional distinctions disappear, it will only be a matter of time before other producers of al cohol
beverages attenpt to categorize thensel ves as beer products. Beer is made through the brew ng process.
The 0.5% standard nill ensure that the integrity of beer remains.

Pl ease give final approval to the proposed 0.5% standard on flavored malt beverages.

Si ncerely.

REDDI NG DI STRI BUTI NG COVPANPY

Cheryl Markl ey
Oper ati ons Manager
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